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Barcaldine’s 100 moorings project should bring leisure jobs

Oban lifeboat becomes

the busiest in Scotland

Ambulance crews

struggle to cope

Soroba wants answers

More

trains,

more

choice

Digger clears

road after crash

A LARGE digger helped po-
lice open Soroba Road,
Oban, on Tuesday, an hour
after a crash between a bus
and a lorry.

The Forteith Foodservice
lorry and a bus heading south
to Ardrishaig collided at the
junction leading to St
Columba’s Primary School.

The lorry driver was taken
by ambulance to nearby Lorn
and Islands District General
Hospital with minor injuries.

The bus driver was not in-
jured and as The Oban Times
went to press, police were un-
sure of the number of passen-
gers on the bus at the time.

The accident happened at
around 9.20am. The road was
closed because the Forteith
lorry blocked both carriage-
ways but was re-opened
thanks to a digger from a
nearby construction site.

The bus reversed away but
the seven-tonne Forteith
lorry was dragged off the
road by the huge digger.

School awards

THE FIRST education
awards ceremony run by Ar-
gyll and Bute Council has
been held.

Among the winners were
Dalintober Primary School,
Campbeltown, which picked
up the Healthy Life award.

Ardchonnel Primary
School, Dalmally, won the
Switched On category and
Inveraray Primary School
were joint winners with To-
ward primary in the Every-
one Counts category.

Innellen Primary School,
near Dunoon took the Art
Smart award and Rothesay
Academy won the What’s
New category.

However, it was St Mun’s
Primary School, Dunoon that
won the Outstanding Achieve-
ment Award, presented by Di-
rector of Community Services
Douglas Hendry.

The school also won the
Working Together category.

Liberals split

over leader

ALAN Reid MP and George
Lyon MSP have revealed
who they are backing in the
race for the Liberal Democrat
leadership.

Mr Reid is backing Sir
Menzies Campbell, the par-
ty’s current deputy leader,
while Mr Lyon is backing
Chris Huhne. Mr Reid said
that he was giving his sup-
port to Sir Menzies because
he has the experience re-
quired for the job and be-
cause he handled the Iraq
War well in his role as the
party’s foreign affairs
spokesman. Mr Lyon said
that he felt Mr Huhne had the
‘energy and drive’ required to
take the party forward.

Rescuers

search for

mssing

pensioner

Mid Argyll

hospital

almost ready

Tobermory’s Toddy finds new home

MID ARGYLL’S new £18.4
million community hospital
is to be completed within the
next eight weeks, with an of-
ficial opening planned for the
summer.

Canmore Construction con-
firmed this week that the
handover of the building has
been scheduled for Monday
April 17.

The handover will be fol-
lowed by a commissioning
period to allow staff to be-
come familiar with the
building and its systems and
to make sure that the equip-
ment is fully tested before
the staff are properly moved
in.

Ron Arbuckle, director
designate for Argyll and
Bute Community Health
Partnership, said that he
was delighted that work was
nearing completion and
pledged to ensure that serv-
ices would be moved to the
new hospital with the mini-
mum of impact on patients.

As well as being state-of-
the-art, the new hospital
will deliver a new model of
integrated care for the com-
munity, which NHS Argyll
and Clyde says has been de-
signed from the patients’
viewpoint.Toddy at her new home with Laura Dennett. t08tod02

TODDY the distillery cat
has a new home for her re-
tirement, thanks to Argyll
Animal Aid and The Oban
Times.

We highlighted the fact
that Toddy was having to
retire from her post as chief
mouser at Tobermory Dis-
tillery because of her age
and failing eyesight; with
the distillery so close to the
main road and opening out
onto a large car park there
were fears for her safety.

The distillery contacted the
Argyll-based animal welfare
charity and they asked The
Oban Times  to help.

Toddy’s new home is with
Laura Dennett and Alan
Makeham, just up the hill
from the distillery at Riv-
erside Court.Not only is this
a new home for Toddy but
it is a new home for Laura
and Alan as they have just
moved to Mull.

Alan has taken up the post
of head of maths and sci-
ence at Tobermory High
School after teaching at The
Hermitage Academy,
Helensburgh. Laura worked
as an assistant registrar in the
town and is looking for a new
job on Mull.

‘Toddy has settled in fine
and she has even been out-
side but because of her blind-

ness we might buy her a har-
ness and lead for safety be-
cause she is still remarkably
fast,’ said Laura. ‘The lady
from the distillery who used
to look after her has been up
to see Toddy as well.’

Toddy became something
of a celebrity at the distill-
ery, always welcoming peo-
ple to the visitors’ centre

and shop. She featured in
many people’s holiday pho-
tographs and even had one
fan who used to buy her
smoked salmon.

Toddy follows in a long
line of distinguished rodent
control executives at the
distillery; her predecessor
was Mrs Tibbs and the situ-
ation is currently vacant.

OBAN Mountain Rescue
Team was called out re-
cently to help search for a
pensioner who failed to re-
turn home from a walk.

The alarm was raised
when the 71-year-old man
failed to return home from
his walk at his usual time.

Fifteen team members
searched the forestry
around Seil Loch and RAF
and police teams were also
summoned to help but were
returned to base as they
were not needed.

Two hours after the search
began the elderly man was
found, safe and well.

He had became disorien-
tated, but a spokesman for
the rescue team said he had
done the right thing and
kept walking to keep him-
self warm,  as it was a cold
day.

Ronnie MacKillop, coxswain of Oban lifeboat which launched 61 times last
year making it the busiest single lifeboat in Scotland. t08lif02

OBAN lifeboat was the busiest single life-
boat in Scotland last year, launching 61
times and rescuing 72 people.

Last year was the busiest on record for
the Royal National Lifeboat Institution in
Scotland and the Oban lifeboat figure rep-
resents an increase of 24 call-outs from
2004. Coxswain Ronnie MacKillop said:
‘Our volunteer crews undertook a variety
of roles, from helping to deliver a baby,
assisting a coaster which had lost power
and rescuing sailors from their sinking
yacht. It is very difficult to say why there
has been an increase in rescues as there
are a lot of factors involved. However, we
believe the upward trend over the last dec-

ade is in part due to the increasing number
of people using the sea for recreation. This
is why we have been promoting safety to
the growing number of sailors, motor-boat-
ers and beach-goers.’

Mr MacKillop paid tribute to the volunteer
crew for their commitment, without which
he said the life-saving role of the RNLI would
be impossible. He also thanked the local com-
munity for its continued support.

The stations at Campbeltown and Islay
recorded increases of 21 and 19 call-outs
from 2004. Tobermory’s call-outs dropped
from 33 to 24. Arran and Lochinver’s call-
outs more than doubled, from 10 to 21 and
8 to 17 respectively.

PLANS are being discussed
on how to revamp the am-
bulance service in the Oban
area as crews currently
struggle to cope with being
the busiest rural ambulance
station in Scotland.

The ever-increasing
number of  journeys taking
patients to and from Glas-
gow is tying up vehicles
and staff to such an extent
that the Scottish Ambu-
lance Service is looking at
developing a dedicated pa-
tient transfer service.

‘Stretched’
A consultant at Lorn and

Islands District General
Hospital has said that the
ambulance service in Oban
is ‘stretched’ at the mo-
ment.

Dr Allan Henderson, con-
sultant physician, was
chairing a meeting of the
Oban Lorn and Isles Local-
ity Health Forum and told
members of his concerns.

‘The ambulance service

here is very stretched with
only two emergency ambu-
lances in Oban. It is border-
line compliance with Euro-
pean working hours.’

The ambulance station
has eight accident and
emergency ambulance staff
plus two relief staff. They
provide round-the-clock
cover using a system of two
shifts by two of four staff
on 12-hour shifts; one shift
carried out on call at home.

The crews work seven
days on, seven days off.

At present there is a nation-
wide review of the Scottish
Ambulance Service and
this has shown what the am-
bulance crews and medical
profession in the area have
known for a long time: that
Oban is the busiest rural
ambulance station in Scot-
land.

Dr Henderson added: ‘If
the town does continue to
grow as planned  it is [the
ambulance service] some-

thing that has to be ad-
dressed.’

Forum member Kenny
MacIntyre added: ‘I under-
stand there is going to be an
increase in the ambulance
service here by 2008.’

Demand
‘Demand has stayed more

or less the same for accident
and emergency 999 serv-
ices,’ said a spokesman for
the Scottish Ambulance
Service.

‘But it is quite fair to say
that vehicles are more of-
ten having to travel for hos-
pital transfers.’

With more patients being
taken to the Glasgow area
for treatment, ambulances
are frequently tied up  on
the runs for hours.

He added: ‘We recognise
this and that is why we have
been  putting together pro-
posals since the end of 2005
at the request of the health
authority for an inter-hos-
pital transfer service. It

would in fact be dedicated
with its own fleet of vehi-
cles to undertake inter- hos-
pital transfers for the area.
It is currently being consid-
ered by the health depart-
ment.’

As well as concerns about
the work load for the am-
bulance service there has
also been a move in the
town to get a new home for
the ambulance station
which is situated some dis-
tance from the hospital it
services.

The Rev Andy Campbell
in his capacity as unofficial
chaplain to the station has
been calling for larger,
more suitable accommoda-
tion or the crews.

He said  the station
houses up to as many as
nine ambulance crew at a
time, who are expected to
use one 16 ft by 12ft room
as their rest-room, report
writing room, cooking and
dining area.

TRAVELLERS between
Oban and Glasgow could
soon have a choice of more
times to travel, if ambitious
plans comes to fruition.

At present there are three
trains a day in each direc-
tion and likewise three
buses; all travelling at more
or less the same time.

The plan is to spread them
out and offer people more
choice of times to travel.

Argyll and Bute Council’s
transportation spokesman,
Councillor Duncan Mac-
Intyre said this week that it
was hoped to build on the
success of the commuter
train service between
Arrochar and Glasgow
which was introduced last
year on the West Highland
Line.

This service allows peo-
ple to get into and out of
Glasgow to suit office
hours, instead of arriving
too late or having to hang
around to catch a train
home.

‘Five a day’
Highland Rail Partnership

is looking at the moves and
consultants are preparing a
report.

‘We are working on in-
creasing the number of
trains to five a day,’ said
Councillor MacIntyre.
‘They would complement
the bus service running be-
tween, rather than at the
same time. We are working
on that at the moment.

‘The benefit of an early
train would be getting  peo-
ple to Glasgow at 9am and
then getting a train back
mid-afternoon.

‘Many people have to at-
tend meetings in Glasgow
and they go by car because
if they rely on the train they
don’t get home until 9pm at
night.’

He added: ‘We need more
trains and a better timeta-
ble.’

AN OBAN councillor says
he is fed up with the length
of time it is taking to push
forward plans for a commu-
nity centre in Soroba, Oban.

Councillor Donald
McIntosh, Oban South, has
demanded that Argyll and
Bute Council’s head of le-
gal and protective services
Susan Mair and leader
Councillor Allan Macaskill
attend the monthly meeting
of Soroba Area Develop-
ment Group on Monday.

He hopes that the pres-
ence of the leader and head
of legal and protective serv-
ices will lead to questions
being answered about the
length of time it has taken
to carry out compulsory
purchase orders for the land

on which it is hoped to build
a community centre.

‘Slated’
‘We have regular meet-

ings every month and I am
getting slated for it,’ said
Councillor McIntosh.

‘I have been trying to get
the compulsory purchases
through for three years but
the buck stops here,’ he
said.

He explained that the
council had given its per-
mission for the compulsory
purchase orders to take
place but there had been lit-
tle movement from the
council’s legal department.

It has been wrapped up
with the complicated Non-
Profit Distribution Organi-
sation (NPDO) to build new

public-private partnership
schools in the area and the
transfer of council housing
stock from the local author-
ity to Argyll Community
Housing Association
(ACHA).

Councillor McIntosh said
he had asked for Miss Mair,
Councillor Macaskill and
also chief executive of
ACHA Alastair MacGregor
to be brought together on
Monday night ‘so they can
answer to the people’.

ACHA is likely to be in-
volved in community
projects such as this once the
transfer is completed in July.

‘I have been working on
this since 1999,’ said Coun-
cillor McIntosh, ‘I managed
to get £15,000 from the

council via the area com-
mittee to carry out the com-
pulsory purchase orders
and we got planning per-
mission three years ago but
have had to renew it be-
cause it has expired.

‘The community is really
up in arms and talking about
going to the local govern-
ment ombudsman,’ he added.

Soroba Area Develop-
ment Group wishes to con-
struct a community centre
and all-weather pitch on
land at Shuna Terrace and
the compulsory purchase
orders are needed to acquire
part of the land. It is also one
of the five priorities for the
Oban South ward in Oban,
Lorn and the Isles Area Com-
mittee’s strategic plan.

CONSTRUCTION has begun on a large development at
the Marine Resource Centre (MRC) in Barcaldine includ-
ing 100 moorings for year-round yacht storage.

The project, costing around £230,000, will also include
the development of an existing building to provide an
office and toilet and shower blocks and should create
new jobs around the marina.

The Scottish Executive gave the go-ahead last Decem-
ber for the project although consideration was given to

Loch Creran’s status as a Special Area of Conservation
(SAC) owing to a serpulid reef within the loch.

MRC already houses a number of marine-related busi-
nesses where boat repair and other boatyard activities
are carried out.

MRC chief executive Martin Waterhouse said: ‘The
decision to consent 100 moorings at MRC has given the
site and the businesses here a welcome lift.

‘Not only will it result in a new and interesting devel-

opment but will also result in new jobs and business op-
portunities. Other related marine businesses are likely to
be attracted to the site and I can foresee a thriving leisure
industry operating in tandem with the existing industrial
developments at MRC.

 ‘There will be at least one MRC job created but this
project could prompt businesses like a yacht valeting
service or boat hires.’

The plan also includes a service pontoon for loading

and unloading yachts and an enlarged parking area with
the marina screened off to the area west of the project.

Mr Waterhouse said he felt a number of marinas and
mooring associations were fully booked and had exten-
sive waiting lists for moorings. He said he hoped the
project, to be completed by spring, would help MRC to
become the most important commercial development
campus for marine resources in the west Highlands, op-
erating in tandem with the leisure industry.

*[HhbEgB/487013]ŸŸŸ+M-UŸ.
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Talking

you into

being sick

Glasgow Gaelic music conference ‘food for the soul’

BREATHTAKINGLY lyri-
cal, toe-tapping, heart-stop-
ping food for the soul -
Gaelic music is all of these
to Argyll-born Anne Lorne
Gillies.

Now the huge surge in in-
ternational popularity of
Gaelic music is to be dis-
cussed at Scotland’s first
dedicated Gaelic Music Con-
ference, Iul Ciuil, and, as one
of the people who has helped
to promote this growth, the

well-known performer will
be there.

The two-day event is for
lovers of Gaelic music and
takes place on March 22 and
23 in the Recital Room at
City Halls, Glasgow.

Iul Ciuil will celebrate the
incredible growth in popu-
larity and plans will also be
laid to set up a development
strategy for the future of
Gaelic music.

The cream of Gaelic mu-

sic performers will be there
including Donald Shaw of
Capercaillie, Donnie Munro,
former Runrig lead singer,
Dermot Mclaughlin, musi-
cian and former music direc-
tor with the Irish Arts Coun-
cil, and John Purser, musi-
cian, historian, composer and
broadcaster, and others.

All the delegates have ex-
perience in performing, re-
cording, producing and
broadcasting.

Organised by The Gaelic
arts agency Proiseact nan
Ealan, the conference will
be dedicated to enhancing
the future of Gaelic music.
It will be based on a shar-
ing of skills and ideas so a
strategy can be developed,
but it won’t all be work.

A special ceilidh has been
organised for the night of
Wednesday March 22, at
which musicians are invited
to take along their instru-

ments and join in with the
Gaelic music celebrities.

Dr Anne Lorne Gillies
said: ‘Whether you see
Gaelic music as a window
upon an ancient and still
vibrant culture or as one of
Scotland’s premiere com-
mercial assets, as a vehicle
for teaching the language or
a way of getting together
and having a good time, as
a career-path or as breath-
takingly lyrical, toe-tap-

ping, heart-stopping food
for the soul, then you
should come to Iul Ciuil. I
have found it to be all these
things.’

The focus on the first day
will be on music and the
community, with discus-
sions centring on education,
tradition-bearing, the role
of music and song in lan-
guage development and
community music-making.

Day two will concentrate

on professional develop-
ment with the focus on tour-
ing and performing, new
music, songwriting, record-
ing, marketing and promo-
tion, digital technology,
copyright, performing
rights and funding.

Both days will include
keynote sessions with
speakers, panel discussions,
break-out groups and sur-
gery sessions with special-
ist advisers.

AFTER the success of last
year’s inaugural Skye Fiddle
and Accordion Club festival,
this year’s event is again set
to run for three days.

Formally scheduled to
appear at the festival which
takes place in May are
Marian Anderson, Ross
MacPherson and the
Ballochmyle Ceilidh Band.

The informal ceilidhs
which sprang up in pubs
around Portree defined last
year ’s festival and
organisers are hoping for
more of the same this
summer.

Between 50 and 60
musicians from all over
Argyll, the Highlands,
Western Isles and the
central belt performed in
2005 and this year’s festival
runs from May 25-27.

February ceilidh
Meanwhile the Skye club

welcomed a healthy
contingent from Highland
Accordion and Fiddle Club
from Inverness at its
February ceilidh in the
Royal Hotel.

Local musicians
performed for the first half
with Lorraine Gillies on
piano accordion, James
Stewart on second box and
Donald John Campbell on
drums.  They opened the
proceedings with a lively
set of jigs including a tune
written for Lorraine’s
grandfather entitled Kenny
Gillies of Portnalong.  The
trio played another two sets
before handing over to

Skye fiddle

fest aims for

three days
Steven Barclay, aged 10,
who played a march,
strathspey and reel.

Steven was followed by
young solo fiddle player
Kirsty MacLeod  and
making his debut at the club
on piano accordion was
popular local piper and
Emmerdale extra Alastair
MacPherson, accompanied
on second box by James
Stewart and on drums by
Hamish MacKenzie.  James
Stewart moved from
second box to lead on some
great sets of marches, jigs
and Shetland tunes, with
drummer Francis Coghill
from Kyle.

The second half opened in
style with Sheila Urquhart
on piano accordion.  Sheila
is well-known in Skye
where she lived for many
years with her late husband
Roddy whose own band
was always in great demand
throughout the island.
Sheila was backed by Susie
Simpson on second box,
Jacquie MacDonald on
keyboards, Murd Watson
on fiddle and drummer
Donald MacRae.

Jimmy Smith gave a
tremendous selection on his
mouth organ including
some beautiful Gaelic
waltzes.  The ‘moothie’ is
seldom ever heard on Skye
and was particularly
appreciated by the local
audience.

The evening ended when
got together for the
traditional ‘Stramash’.

Graham Campbell flanked by Hans Rissman, Hospitality Industry Trust bursary chairman, left, and television and radio presenter
Fred MacAulay, right.

AN OBAN chef has been
recognised as one of the
country’s up and coming
talents in the hospitality in-
dustry.

Graham Campbell, of the
Caledonian Hotel, Oban,

Passion for food wins Oban chef top award

was given one of 20 schol-
arships to work with some
of the industry’s most suc-
cessful leaders.

Some of last year’s win-
ners of the Emerging Tal-
ent Scholarships spent time

in exotic locations such as
Dubai, the Disney Institute,
Florida, or even Bruichlad-
dich Distillery on Islay.

Graham received the good
news at Scotland’s Emerg-
ing Talent conference, or-

ganised by the Hospitality
Industry Trust, in Edin-
burgh.

A spokesperson for the
event said: ‘Graham won
his award because of his
passion as a chef, his ulti-

mate goal being to open his
own restaurant, and for his
recognition of the need to
broaden his horizons, not
only for himself, but to im-
prove what he does as a rep-
resentative of Scotland.’

FERRY company Caledonian MacBrayne (CalMac) has
had its contract to run the Ballycastle to Rathlin ferry
extended until the beginning of April 2007.

‘We are delighted to have our contract as operator of
this service extended for a further year and we look for-
ward to developing our on-going relationship with the
communities of Rathlin and the mainland of Northern
Ireland,’ said Dr Harold Mills, CalMac chairman.

The ferry company has been running the service since
1996 and last year came to a new leasing arrangement
with Moyle District Council in Northern Ireland.

‘Since we started operating the service we have seen a
spell of considerable growth on the route,’ said Dr Mills.

‘Caledonian MacBrayne will continue to work with all
the appropriate agencies to offer the best service possi-
ble to the island community while the future requirements
of the route are being assessed,’ added Dr Mills.

CalMac’s Irish ferry

contract extended

NHS HIGHLAND is being
asked to take a swift hand
in the future of Argyll and
Bute Hospital in Mid Argyll
when it takes over from
NHS Argyll and Clyde in
April.

Following a meeting with
staff at the hospital, who
have been facing an uncer-
tain future since NHS Ar-
gyll and Clyde announced
it was reorganising mental
health services in Argyll,
MSP George Lyon has
asked for a meeting with
NHS Highland.

The Argyll and Bute MSP
said staff had raised con-
cerns about the lack of
progress on the future of

mental health services at
the hospital.

Staff had expressed frus-
tration, he said, at delays on
how the new mental health
services would be
configured and how many
specialist beds there would
be at Lochgilphead.

‘The long delays and fail-
ure to agree on how mental
health services in Argyll
and Bute will be configured
has been damaging to staff
morale and it is therefore
vital that decisions are
reached quickly,’ he said.

He claimed there had been
a lack of investment at the
hospital because of the un-
certainty and that he would

be asking NHS Highland to
remedy that situation as
quickly as possible.

‘I will also urge Highland
Health Board to engage
with staff at the Mid Argyll
hospital to seek their views
on the future of these vital
services.’

NHS Argyll and Clyde

told staff at the hospital last
month that all posts were at
risk as there would be an
‘overall reduction of the re-
sources and staff’ needed at
the hospital.

A spokesman for the
health authority said last
month there had been a shift
away from inpatient treat-

ment over the last decade
towards care in the commu-
nity.

Some hospital staff would
remain in Mid Argyll but
others would be given sup-
port and redeployment
costs to other suitable posts
to avoid any redundancies.

Call for NHS Highland to come to

aid of Argyll and Bute Hospital

Housing association appoints new chief

YOU MAY be familiar with the concept of a placebo,
this is an inert treatment, which can nonetheless produce
an improvement in the person being treated.

When drugs are tested in clinical trials, they are com-
pared to placebo or dummy pills. Both the drug and the
placebo have a placebo effect, but only the drug has an
active effect. How much better, or worse, the drug per-
forms, is a measure of its therapeutic effect. Often peo-
ple think of the placebo response as an imagined or sham
effect, as it results from a dummy treatment, but this is
not the case. All treatments owe part of their success to
the patients’ placebo response, and the degree can be dra-
matic.

In a review of 26 studies on pain relief, placebo was
more than half as effective as morphine.

But it’s not just subjective factors such as pain that can
be altered by placebo response; objective changes that
have been measured include lowered blood fats, increased
exercise tolerance of the heart, decreased swelling after
facial surgery and improved healing of duodenal ulcers.

In an experiment, medical students were given a single
drug dose, allegedly to practice being able to recognise
and record signs and symptoms. Half were given a stimu-
lant in a red capsule, while the others were given a seda-
tive in a blue capsule, and the likely effects of these drugs
were explained to them. They then paired up to observe
and record the effects in each other. Not surprisingly,
many of them experienced the effects of the drugs as
they had been described, despite the fact that the red cap-
sules actually contained sedatives, and the blue capsules
actually contained stimulants. So not only were the stu-
dents able to generate the effects of drugs they hadn’t
taken, they also overcame the opposing effects of the
drugs they had taken.

The power of placebo lies within the patient, not the
medicine.

It is based on the power of belief or expectation, even
though the belief or expectation may be completely un-
conscious. But what happens if a negative or limiting
belief or expectation is planted in our mind? The effects
can be just as powerful, and this is then referred to as a
nocebo response. In other words, negative beliefs or ex-
pectations can create disease effects that would not oth-
erwise be there, or exaggerate ones that are there.

Comments like ‘there is no treatment for this and it will
probably get worse’ can damage the health of those re-
ceiving them. So be careful about the comments you take
to heart, especially if they come from an ‘expert’.

A few years ago I was running a training session for
GP registrars. I remember their GP trainer saying that
any doctor who says ‘there is nothing that can be done’
should be struck off’.

I agree with him. People and their ability to recover are
nothing short of miraculous; anyone who claims to be so
sure of anything is rather too arrogant to work in
healthcare.
Andrew Pallas ND DO MRN,
Osteopath & Naturopath, Oban Complementary
Health Centre. Telephone 01631 567054

WEST Highland Housing
Association Limited has a
new chief executive, Lesley
McInnes.

Lesley comes to the Oban-
based association after work-
ing as a senior manager in
both local authorities and
housing associations.

Her most recent experi-
ence involved the negotia-
tion of an extensive stock
transfer in Ayrshire and
thereafter setting up a com-
pany which deals with jobs
for young people within the
construction industry; both
fields are very relevant to

the housing and construc-
tion scene in Argyll at
present.

Ken MacColl, association
chairman, said: ‘We are de-
lighted that someone of
Lesley’s experience and
ability is joining us at West
Highland and we are looking
forward to working with her
to continue our progress of
steady growth across our area
with good, well-built, afford-
able homes incorporating
sustainable technology in
years ahead.’

Lesley leaves her current
position as director of care
and housing with Margaret
Blackwood Housing next
week.

Lesley McInnes.

Tuesday 28 February 2006

Community Centre

MALLAIG

3.15 p.m. - 6.45 p.m.If you have a new business, or are just
setting one up, Argyll & the Islands
Enterprise are hosting an afternoon
business networking conference that
highlights the value of networking, 
sales and marketing.

1.30pm Registration for a 2pm Start,
4.30pm Finish.
13th March at Scottish Association 
Marine Science, Dunstaffnage, Oban 

To sign up, register via link:
www.hie.co.uk/start-a-business
Tel: 01546 602281

Got a New
Business?
Get to grips with
Networking, Sales 
and Marketing!
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An cuala sibh seo?

You can email your Lorn news to
lornlines@obantimes.co.uk

Island postmasters speak out against plans to halt card accounts

Care cash

deficit

blocks beds

NEVER mind a double period of maths,
Lorn pupils faced a full day of maths in
Oban High School.

The annual Lorn Maths Fest was held for
the seventh time with around 60 budding
mathematicians in attendance.

First year pupils and primary sevens
from most of Oban high’s affiliated
schools congregated for a day of solving
problems and having fun with maths.

The pupils from Lochnell and Rockfield primary schools were the group
winners at Lorn Maths Fest. t08mat01

Problem solving and written problems
were on the menu for the youngsters with
representatives from each primary school
working as markers.

Organisers Nan Johnstone and Ruth
Livingstone said the pupils had all been very
bright and keen in their problem solving.

The Maths Fest received praise from
school inspectors two years ago in a re-
port on Oban high.

Lorn Maths Fest success

SOME new Gaelic words
were learned by members
of Sradagan an Obain after
a tour round the Northern
Lighthouse Board ship
Pharos.

As part of the Gaelic
Youth Club’s aim to extend
the use of Gaelic among
primary school children in
Oban beyond school, the
club organises trips out with
the help of Gaelic-speaking
adults.

Eric Smith, originally
from Lewis, a parent of one
club member and captain of
the Pharos, organised to
take around 25 children
around the lighthouse board
ship last Tuesday.

Captain Smith talked to
them in Gaelic about what
the ship does and how it op-
erates. The guided tour in-
cluded a visit to the ship’s
bridge, seeing the crew’s
quarters and mess and
ended with them going
down in small groups to see
the engines.

The tour was followed by
a quiz and word search,
where the children had to
find 15 new words and

Sradagan an Obain members beside the Pharos at the Northern Lighthouse
Board’s pier in Oban. t08yth01

Oban Gaelic youth club visits Pharos

were rewarded for their ef-
forts with some goodies
courtesy of the Northern
Lighthouse Board.

The club, overseen by a
voluntary committee, has
been running since 2000
and meets on a Tuesday
night in the Free Church

Hall, Oban. Sradagan an
Obain is part of a national
network of Gaelic youth
clubs and the Oban
branchhopes to organise
more trips to organisations
around the town.

It is also looking for more
helpers who speak Gaelic

as many of the parents, al-
though willing to help, are
not Gaelic speakers them-
selves.

Anyone who would like to
help and speaks Gaelic
should contact secretary
Lesley MacPherson on
01631 565119.

Police filesGlencruitten

bids for new

playpark

Dunstaffnage science

park planning stalls

RURAL postmasters have
joined politicians in decry-
ing the announcement that
the government intends to
abolish the Post Office
Card Account by 2010.

The account was intro-
duced three years ago as an
alternative to pensions and
benefits being paid directly
into recipients’ bank ac-

counts after widespread
protests at the removal of
the benefit book and the ef-
fect that would have on
both Post Office branches
and their customers.

Sandy Brunton, from
Fionnphort Post Office on
Mull, said: ‘It is another
service that is being taken
away from the Post Office.

‘When the scheme was in-
troduced no indication was
given at all that it was going
to be a temporary situation.
It seems the government is
determined to take custom-
ers away from Post Offices.’

Mr Brunton said that abo-
lition of the card account
could see rural Post Offices
forced to close through a

lack of custom. Post Offices
are absolutely crucial to the
infrastructure of the whole
country but are particularly
important in rural loca-
tions,’ he said.

‘The Post Office and lo-
cal shop are in many cases
so closely linked that one
could not survive without
the other. At a time when

we should be looking to do
all we can to persuade peo-
ple to stay on the islands
and in our rural communi-
ties a decision like this does
us no favours at all.’

Catherine Mactaggart,
from Bowmore Post Office
on Islay, felt that her busi-
ness would be hit hard if the
scheme was abolished.

‘We would have far fewer
customers because it would
have a massive impact on
the service that we would
be offering, she said.

‘Our customers are con-
cerned about it as well.
Many of them have already
made a conscious decision
to use the card account to
help keep their local Post

Offices open but it seems
the government is trying to
railroad them into using the
banks.

‘In the long-term this
could lead to the closure of
this Post Office; if people
stop coming here for their
money, will they stop com-
ing here for their stamps
and other things?’

Lismore welcomes back

‘their’ Eigg with open arms

Ferry terminal lacks

left luggage office

A MAN facing a warrant
for his arrest gave Oban po-
lice officers a false identity
in an attempt to avoid be-
ing arrested.

David MacKenzie, aged
40, who is currently serv-
ing a sentence in Lowmoss
Prison, pled guilty and was
admonished for attempting
to pervert the course of jus-
tice when he appeared at
Oban Sheriff Court on
Monday.

When police officers ap-
proached MacKenzie on
July 21 last year at the Port
Beag slip on Gallanach
Road, Oban, he had been
sleeping on a derelict boat.

He told them his name
was Ian MacKenzie and
gave a false date of birth.

Procurator Fiscal Clifford
Most told the court
MacKenzie had told the
policemen a false name
‘just for a laugh’.

Wrong name

‘for a laugh’ man

admonished

TWO POLITICIANS have
come up with different so-
lutions to the way Argyll
and Bute Council should
pay for care.

The cash-strapped council
has run out of money to
provide personal care pack-
ages for people.

As a result, Oban, Lorn and
Isles Locality Health Forum
heard at a meeting that the
Cruachan ward at the district
general hospital in Oban had
more than half its beds
‘blocked’ by patients.

The health forum doesn’t
care how the money is
found, just so long as it is.

Members supported Dr
Allan Henderson, consult-
ant physician who chaired
the meeting, when he said:
‘There is no doubt it puts a
strain on the hospital. Our
delayed discharges are the
highest ever. Half the beds
on Cruachan ward are oc-
cupied by people and the
only reason they are in hos-
pital is because the commu-
nity health package can’t be
found for them.’

George Lyon Liberal
Democrat MSP for Argyll
and Bute has called on the
council to dip into its own
reserves to help meet the
cost while Highlands and
Islands MSP Jamie
McGrigor, Conservative,
has said the council must be

given extra cash to meet its
commitments.

George Lyon has called
on council leaders to re-
think how they spend the
council’s cash.

Reserves
According to the council’s

own budget figures there is
£15.12 million in its general
reserves, more than double
the sum held last year.

The council claims to
have 125 people who can-
not get their free personal
care because the budget has
fallen short by £900,000. It
has also said that it has ear-
marked £7m of the reserves
for IT, management property
strategy, digital communi-
ties, governance and risk.

Mr Lyon said: ‘Families of
the most vulnerable and eld-
erly in our communities who
are awaiting care packages
will find it hard to understand
why the council leadership
believes these things are
more important than provid-
ing care for their relatives.’

He added that the Ac-
counts Commission had
been deeply critical of the
council leadership for fail-
ing to align its finances to
meet priorities such as free
personal and home care.

The Liberal Democrat
members of Argyll and
Bute Council put forward a
proposal to reinstate £1.5

million for home and free
personal care packages,
making savings elsewhere,
but the ruling Independent
Group voted the proposal
down.

‘The council claims it has
no money yet its own
budget document makes it
clear it has substantial fi-
nancial reserves but the
Independent Group is refus-
ing to prioritise them to meet
the needs of the vulnerable
and elderly in our communi-
ties,’ said Mr Lyon.

Mr McGrigor has written to
Health Minister Andy Kerr
calling for sufficient addi-
tional money to be made
available, arguing that what
he described as a ‘shameful
state of affairs’ must end.

Mr McGrigor said: ‘Hav-
ing recently had two elderly
parents in hospital, the se-
riousness of the under fund-
ing of free personal care for
the elderly in Argyll and
Bute has been forcefully
brought to my attention.

‘The Scottish Executive
has failed to provide suffi-
cient funding for its prom-
ises of free personal care for
the elderly. Elderly and, in
many cases, vulnerable
people in Argyll and Bute
are being denied free care
because the executive has
not properly funded its ini-
tiative.’

Call centre

INSPECTOR Neil Wallace
has said the shifting of Oban
Police Station’s incoming
calls to a call centre is ‘noth-
ing to be frightened of’.

The change was made on
Tuesday and all calls to
Oban Police Station will be
re-routed to call centres in
Glasgow and Motherwell.

However, Inspector
Wallace said this system
would make the police re-
sponse faster. He added:
‘Because of the number of
jobs being done in the office
there were times when the
phone may not have been an-
swered immediately.

‘As of Tuesday people
will get an immediate an-
swer to their phone call.

‘The call representatives
who answer the phones are
trained to deal with the vast
majority of police queries.

‘The move is nothing to
be frightened of.’
� See Page 5.

Hoax call

POLICE were called to
what was reported as a road
accident near Pennyfuir last
Wednesday.

The caller said a car had
overturned but on arrival
there was no evidence of an
accident.

Inspector Neil Wallace
said: ‘If a person making a
hoax call is detected a re-
port will go to the procura-
tor fiscal.’

Tiree accident

A ROAD accident involv-
ing two cars occurred on
Tiree last Saturday outside
the Scarnish Hotel.

No-one was injured in the
accident.

Car damaged

THE OFFSIDE wing mir-
ror of a car was broken off
overnight in Oban between
Friday February 17 and Sat-
urday February 18.

The car was parked in
Croft Avenue when the in-
cident occurred.

Anyone with any infor-
mation should phone 01631
510500.

Car abandoned

A REPORT came into Oban
Police Station at 11.55am
last Friday of an abandoned
car on Fearnoch Hill on the
A85. Police enquiries re-
vealed the car was owned
by a local man and the car
had broken down.

CALEDONIAN MacBrayne
(CalMac) is still waiting to
receive advice on whether or
not it can install a left lug-
gage department at Oban’s
ferry terminal.

Ferry passengers sailing
to and from Oban currently
have to carry their luggage
around with them while
they wait for their connect-
ing ferries, a situation
which has prompted West-
ern Isles MP Angus
MacNeil to write to CalMac
managing director Lawrie
Sinclair.

CalMac this week blamed
the delay on a lack of infor-
mation being made avail-
able to the company.

A spokesman for the com-
pany said: ‘We are awaiting
guidance from the appro-
priate authorities as to what
we should be doing and
until such time as we re-
ceive that guidance we are

not in a position to act. We
regret any inconvenience
this causes our passengers
but it is all down to the de-
lay in us receiving clear in-
formation and guidance
from the appropriate au-
thor i t ies . ’

Mr MacNeil has called on
CalMac to consider putting
interim measures in place
until a decision is made on
whether or not a left lug-
gage service is put in place.

Mr MacNeil said: ‘Pas-
sengers who travel through
Oban to catch onward fer-
ries to Castlebay and
Lochboisdale have to cart
their luggage round the
town as there is nowhere at
the ferry terminal for them
to leave their luggage.

‘Finding out that nothing
has been done to progress
the matter is unsatisfactory
and something that will dis-
appoint many people.’

MOVES are afoot to create
a play area in the Mossfield
area of Oban for younger
children whose nearest
playground is at Atlantis
Leisure on Dalriach Road.

Glencruitten and Miller
Road Residents’ and Ten-
ants’ Association has cre-
ated a sub-committee to
deal with the issue and has
already approached Argyll
and Bute Council.

The council has been
asked by the association if
it can lease an area of
ground next to the playing
fields at the end of
Mossfield Avenue.

The 95 square metres of
land is at present un-used
and would need to be
cleared of scrub and weeds
as well as be levelled.

Association member Neil
MacIntyre is in charge of
the sub-committee and he
explained the reasoning be-
hind the request.

‘It would be just for the
young ones, so the mums

don’t have to go too far for
somewhere to let the kids
play.

‘We’d just have some pic-
nic tables and some swings
and maybe a slide,’ he said.

He said the association
was really at the start of
exploring the possibilities
and the first step was to ask
the council if the associa-
tion could lease the land.

Further down the line, the
association will need to deal
with the issue of maintenance
and insurance but at the mo-
ment has its sights set on fund
raising to clear the land.

After that it would turn its
attention to raising the
funding necessary to buy
equipment.

It was agreed at last week’s
Strategic Policy Committee
of Argyll and Bute Council
that the land should be rented
to the association on a 21-
year lease. This has to be
ratified by the Scottish Ex-
ecutive and planning per-
mission will be needed too.

PASSENGERS on the Oban
to Tiree ferry last Thursday
had an unscheduled round
trip when a rope snapped as
the boat docked at Tiree.

Would-be-passengers wait-
ing on the island were left on
the pier.

Caledonian MacBrayne’s
MV Lord of the Isles morn-
ing sailing from Oban
reached Tiree and lowered its
vehicle ramp after being tied
up. However, a combination
of a large swell and a high
tide caused the stern line to
snap.

No passengers or vehicles
had departed or boarded the
ship when the rope snapped.

The vessel sailed on to Coll
without dropping off or pick-
ing up passengers at Tiree
and then returned to Oban.

Round trip

to Tiree as

rope snaps

TWO OBJECTORS could
hold up the entire plans for
a science park expansion at
Dunstaffnage.

They have objected to
land being zoned for devel-
opment in the draft local
plan and as such can force
an inquiry.

The Scottish Association
for Marine Science has
been storming ahead with
its new multi-million pound
premises and the adjoining
European Centre for Ma-
rine Biotechnology letting
off its ‘business incubator
units’ to new companies
and growing into a major
success story.

Land has been earmarked
alongside the complex at
Dunstaffnage and its ad-
joining Argyll College cam-

pus for a science park; it has
even been highlighted for
such in the local plan.

But two people have ob-
jected and the whole plan
now grinds to a halt.

Ken Abernethy, chief ex-
ecutive of Argyll and Is-
lands Enterprise, said how
‘frustrating’ it would be to
see the science park stall.

The Highlands and Is-
lands Enterprise network
strategy for the region as a
whole is based on a strat-
egy of ‘A Smart, Success-
ful Highlands and Islands’,
which ties in with national
strategy to attract good
quality, hi-tech businesses
and jobs to the country.

The Scottish Association
for Marine Science is al-
ready seeking to employ 24

new senior staff - profes-
sors, readers and lecturers
in a cross section of marine
sciences - plus 14 support
staff to join the existing
staff of 135.

Mr Abernethy told The
Oban Times: ‘With the sci-
ence park at Dunstaffnage
we have secured access to
land alongside Dun-
staffnage.

‘However,  two objectors
to the local area plan want
to address this develop-
ment. The council will have
no alternative but to turn
down the application and it
looks like the area plan will
have to go to inquiry with a
delay of two years.’

With so much interest in
Dunstaffnage, so many
firms interested in opening

up there and more jobs be-
ing created there, any delay
is frustrating, Mr Abernethy
feels.

‘Two years in securing the
park isn’t catastrophic but
it is pretty frustrating.’

He added: ‘ I am surprised
we are having to do this at
Dunstaffnage with firms
knocking at the door.’

Highlands and Islands En-
terprise strategy for the re-
gion is to  attract quality,
high-paid jobs.

‘We are in the process of
changing gear to a higher-
value economy.

‘We are actively welcom-
ing new residents to the
area and we need many
more,’ said William Rae,
chairman of Highlands and
Islands Enterprise.

LISMORE will get its more
familiar MV Isle of Eigg
ferry back sooner than ex-
pected.

The ferry, which runs be-
tween Oban and Lismore,
has been missed during its
recent refit as some feel its
replacement does not meet
islanders’ needs.

It was thought the ferry
would not return until the end
of March but a spokesman
for Caledonian MacBrayne
has confirmed the Isle of
Eigg will return during the
middle of next week.

The spokesman also dis-
missed rumours the ferry

would work the Tayinloan
to Gigha run.

In the meantime, Lismore
islanders have been given
the MV Bruernish.

John Carmichael, a crofter
and the island’s community
council chairman, said:
‘The Bruernish has not got
an extended wheelhouse so
hay lorries are not allowed
on the boat. The boat’s
driver cannot see over the
top of the hay lorries.’

Although the Isle of Eigg
can carry hay lorries be-
cause of its higher wheel-
house, ongoing problems
with building materials will

continue when it returns.
Neither the Isle of Eigg nor
the Bruernish can carry
building materials on a
lorry with any bulk.

Mr Carmichael added:
‘Mull Building Supplies
can carry some materials on
the boat but no builders’ lor-
ries can get on either of the
boats so any major works are
a problem. The least we
should expect is a vehicle
that can travel on public
roads can travel on the ferry.

‘We’re not asking for huge
articulated lorries but we
need to get lorries over that
can carry building materials.’
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WEEKLY programmes
broadcast on Oban FM on
Monday evenings between
5pm and 6pm are boosting
Gaelic in the Oban area.

They are presented by Joy
Dunlop, An Commun Gaid-
healach’s Gaelic Develop-
ment Officer for Argyll and
Bute.

Given over largely to
traditional Gaelic music, the
programmes also feature
interviews with local native
Gaelic speakers who are
always welcome.

Anyone who has any news
of interest to Gaels which
they would like broadcast
should phone Joy at her
office on 565475.

Also proving highly
successful are Gaelic
conversation classes
organised by Joy in Oban’s
Lancaster Hotel every
Monday. These are open both
to fluent speakers and
learners.

The next will take place on
March 6.

Joy, who lives in Connel, is
a graduate of Sabhal Mor
Ostaig, the Gaelic college on
Skye.

� � �

MEETING in the Regent
Hotel on Monday February
6, members of Oban
Camera Club found
themselves touring China
courtesy of that evening’s
guest speaker, David Hay,
Pitlochry, the prominent
Scottish photographer and
Scottish Photographic
Federation judge.

Mr Hay’s creative skills
were seen to full advantage
as he concentrated on
showing the people of that
huge and fascinating
country unposed and in
natural settings.

The vote of thanks was
proposed by vice president
Jim Kirkpatrick.

� � �

MEMBERS of the Oban
group of the National Trust
of Scotland found themselves
touring the Inner Hebrides
when they met in St
Moluag’s Church Centre,
Oban, on Saturday February
4.

Conducting the trip via an
outstanding slide show was
Pete McHugh, Oban. Visited
were Iona, Burgh on Mull
and the lovely island of
Canna.

� � �

AN OBAN schoolgirl has
won the runners-up award
in a national racial equality
poster competition.

The prize has gone to
Anmol Arshad, a primary
six pupil at Park Primary
School.

She and her family have
been invited to attend an
awards ceremony in the
banqueting hall in Glasgow
City Chambers.

Head teacher Gillian
Carney said: ‘We are
delighted by her success.’

The school is currently
taking part in an eco
project which involves
creating an outdoor
classroom in the
quadrangle area.

The Royal Bank, which
runs the scheme, has given
the school £4,000 to

redesign the area. Parents
willing to help in clearing
the ground of old paving
slabs and stones and in
landscaping it are invited to
contact the school office.

� � �

THE CHILLS of winter were
effectively dispelled for
members of Oban Rotary
Club when, meeting recently
in the Regent Hotel, they
enjoyed an illustrated talk on
a cruise round Italy, given by
former Rotarian Jim
Kirkpatrick, Oban.

Jim took his audience on a
fascinating tour from Sicily
to the Adriatic, concentrating
on such places of interest as
the volcanoes of Etna and
Vesuvius and the latter’s
victim Pompeii, destroyed in
79 AD.

Other places visited
included Rome and
Dubrovnik where their guest
had photographed many
historic buildings including
some beautiful churches.

Votes of thanks were
proposed by the president,
John Macfarlane, Taynuilt.

� � �

JANUARY was a highly
active month for members
of Oban Inner Wheel.

The Wheel marked Nat-
ional Inner Wheel Day on
January 10 with a visit to
Dunmar Court, the Oban
council-run residential care
centre for the elderly,
where they distributed
generous quantities of
home-baking and other
gifts before spending the
afternoon chatting to
residents.

On January 10, a bring-
and-buy sale, arranged by
the overseas committee,
was held in the Regent
Hotel, raising around £80
which will be distributed to
various overseas charities.

Afterwards, over dinner,
members discussed
business.

On Saturday February
11, the Regent was the
setting for a coffee morning
run by the Wheel. A strong
attendance enabled the
organisers to raise more
than £300.

Attractions included sales
tables and a raffle.
Proceeds are to be
distributed to local
charities.

Planned next is a bingo
night at which the
forthcoming Inner Wheel
Conference in Belfast will
be discussed.

A delegation from Oban
will attend the conference.

� � �

AN ART competition, run by
Oban Rotary Club and open
to local primary schools,
drew more than 180 entries,
all of a high standard.

The winners were:
primaries four to seven -
Lewis Evans of Dunbeg
primary and primaries one to
three - Katie Trafford of Park
Primary, Oban.

They each received a
cheque for £20 and a canvas
bonded print of their winning
entry, presented by Graham
MacQueen, the club’s senior
vice president.

Their schools received a
cheque for £30.

Katie receives her award from Graham
MacQueen. Also in the photograph are Rotarians

Bill Taylor, left, and Kenny Munro, right.

Lewis Evan celebrates his win with Rotarian Bill
Taylor and Graham MacQueen.
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Fort lifeboat

campaign

launched

Marine park questions unanswered

Young musicians Geum Chrystal, Kirsten Coleman and Jennifer MacCallum with strings instructor Nick Hadwen. f08orc02

A LOCHABER hotel
manager is celebrating after
losing more than five stone
in weight  in just 10 months,
allowing her to hit the shops
for size 10 dresses.

Manja Gibson, who is
originally from Germany,
manages Glenfinnan House
Hotel with husband
Duncan.

Manja decided to make
strides to lose weight when
she saw pictures of herself
on holiday on the beach.

Manja said: ‘I looked
terrible in all the holiday
photos, especially the ones
where I was wearing a
bikini.  That’s when I
realised just how much I
had let myself go.’

As a result Manja joined
Scottish Slimmers in Fort
William and with the
support of tutor Linda
Hegarty began taking
inspiration from other class
members. ‘Every time the
target bell rang to announce
that a member had reached
their target weight, I would
be really happy for them
and wonder when it would
be my turn,’ she said.

Exercise, healthy eating

and a treat of a new outfit
every time she went down
a dress size saw Manja slim
to 10 stone. Manja’s

success saw her being
invited to Glasgow for a
‘makeover’ and posing for
slimmers’ magazine Boost!

THREE young musicians
from Lochaber High
School have been picked to
play for the National Youth
Orchestra of Scotland.

Violinists Geum Chrystal
and Kirsten Coleman, both

aged 15, and viola player
Jennifer MacCallum, 16,
were chosen ahead of a
record number of applicants
for the prestigious orches-
tra.

It is an incredible achieve-

ment for the school as there
were a record number of au-
ditions for the orchestra this
year which takes young
people up to the age of 21.

All three girls hope to be-
come professional musi-

cians in the future. Kirsten
wants to study music in
London and join a profes-
sional orchestra, Jennifer
would like to study music
in Manchester and Geum
wants to teach the violin.

Instructor Nick Coleman
said: ‘It is an incredible
achievement.

‘The fact that this school
produced three students
who got into the orchestra
is great.’

Another string to Lochaber school’s bow

have delayed delivery. He
said: ‘A man from Harris
was going to take 150 hens
but has put it off until the
end of the month but I sold
those hens to other
customers who were
delighted to get the birds
early. The government is
getting a lot of criticism but
I think it is handling it
pretty well.  People who
don’t keep hens and are
calling for all poultry to be

kept indoors should be
aware that it would have a
devastating effect on egg
production as hens
normally kept outside stop
laying if they are moved
indoors.’

But Mr MacDonald is
concerned about a possible
ban on moving poultry as
he will be selling around
800 birds at the end of the
month. He added: ‘That
would be a disaster because

they would start laying and
I wouldn’t have the
facilities for them. There
are a lot of  silly, panicky
stories going about. I know
a Western Isles woman who
thought an egg with a thin
shell was bird flu while
somebody took a dead
cockerel to the vet because
she thought it had died of
the disease. But west
coasters are sensible people
in the main.’

Business as usual for Skye

poulterer despite bird flu
A SKYE poultry rearer says
there is a lot of ‘silly,
panicky stories’ going
around about bird flu but it
is business as usual for him.

Donald MacDonald from
Struan has run Skye Pullets
for more than 30 years and
sells young hens, geese and
ducks throughout the west
coast.

Mr MacDonald says some
of his customers who buy
small numbers of his birds

A GROUP aiming to prevent the privatisation of a Fort
William care home for the elderly are calling on local
councillors to stand up and be counted.

After a meeting of Invernevis Action Group in Fort Wil-
liam’s Nevis Centre on Monday the group has decided to
call a meeting with all local councillors in Fort William
to gauge their support.

The group has also invited Highland Council’s housing
and social work committee chairperson Margaret
Davidson to a meeting in Fort William to discuss the coun-
cil’s plan to turn over 30 residential care places at
Invernevis to the private sector.

Last week the council’s care home sub-committee
agreed to continue its consultation with residents, fami-
lies, staff and local action groups before it decides
whether or not to privatise elderly care homes at a spe-
cial meeting of its housing and social work committee
on Thursday May 4. Invernevis Action Group joined a
demonstration as the sub-committee held its second meet-
ing last week in Inverness.

Margaret Davidson said: ‘We had a very constructive
meeting today and have moved a number of matters for-
ward in a positive way.

‘We have to modernise the way we provide care to older

people in recognition of the projected 37 per cent in-
crease in older people over the next 20 years. We need to
provide services fit for purpose and put in place a com-
prehensive range of care measures.’

Council vice convener Michael Foxley said: ‘We want
to provide for more and better packages of care for our
elderly, either in their own homes or in sheltered hous-
ing. We want to develop our  proposals by working with
the local communities and with our colleagues in the
health service.’

After the meeting last week, the Wade Centre in
Kingussie, was taken off the privatisation list.

The fate of the other six care homes - Ach an Eas and
Burnside, Inverness; Invernevis House in Fort William;
Grant House in Grantown; Urray House in Muir of Ord,
and Duthac House in Tain - has been delayed.

Councillor Davidson is expected to meet members of
the Highland Senior Citizens Network on Monday Feb-
ruary 27 for further talks.

Invernevis group member John Morrison said: ‘We are
not accepting the fact that Invernevis will be privatised.

‘We are trying to get a meeting with all Lochaber’s coun-
cillors to get them to tell us whether they are with us or
against us.’

COASTGUARD officers in
Lochaber are calling for a
dedicated lifeboat for the
Fort William area.

The nearest lifeboat to
Fort William, based in
Oban, takes up to one hour
to reach the town and may
also be needed elsewhere
on the west coast.

The Royal National Life-
boat Institution (RNLI) is to
visit Fort William next
month to look at
fundraising for the lifeboat,
which could be based at
Fort William or Corpach
and crewed by local volun-
teers.

The RNLI visit next
month will also see further
discussions on the idea, put
forward by HM Coastguard
Lochaber area manager
Phil Wren.

He said: ‘We have never
had a rescue boat dedicated
to the waters around Fort
William.

‘There is an all-weather

RNLI Lifeboat based in
Oban which can be tasked
to Loch Linnhe but could
take up to an hour to get
here and may well be tasked
elsewhere.

Rescue
‘There are also two fast

Coastguard patrol boats
based at Dunstaffnage but
they are not permanently
manned.

‘The dedicated Coast-
guard rescue boat on Loch
Ness has to remain on that
loch at all times and most
rescue helicopters have a
one hour transit time to Fort
William.’

Phil said that statistics
showed that it would be ad-
vantageous to have an
RNLI inshore lifeboat (D
Class) based in Fort Wil-
liam, housed somewhere on
the Fort William or Corpach
waterfront and crewed by
locals.

Another smaller lifeboat
on a trailer would not only

enable a fast launch but
could respond to inland
water incidents on, for ex-
ample, lochs Lochy, Oich,
Arkaig and Morar.

HM Coastguard recorded
another busy year for search
and rescue with rescue of-
ficers throughout Lochaber
attending 114 incidents in
2005.

Phil said: ‘I would take
this opportunity to stress to
anyone who, either for
work or pleasure ventures
out on small boats, to wear
a lifejacket.

‘There have been eight
deaths in one week alone in
January 2006 around the
UK coast through not wear-
ing a lifejacket.’

Phil added that if anyone
in Lochaber was interested
in joining the campaign for
a Fort William lifeboat and
would like to help they
should contact Phil Wren
on 01397 772122 or 07769
640775.

A MORAR fisherman
claims Scottish Natural
Heritage (SNH) has not an-
swered questions about the
impact of a coastal marine
park on communities, with
the deadline for a site to be
proposed to the Scottish
Executive approaching.

Ardnamurchan, the Small
Isles and south Skye and
Argyll and the islands are
now the front runners to be
recommended by SNH as a
site for a marine park at the
end of March.

 A SNH report stated each
of the areas have a ‘differ-
ent balance of strengths and
weaknesses’.

Ian MacKinnon from
Tougal, Morar, has been a
fisherman and oyster
farmer for 20 years and says
he is not opposed to the idea
of a marine park but sim-
ply does not know enough
about it - even after attend-
ing two meetings organised
by SNH. He said: ‘I had a
list of questions but nobody
seems to have been able to

answer them. Will marine
park status solve the prob-
lems of housing, get me a
dentist in Lochaber or get
more teachers for schools in
Mallaig and
Ardnamurchan? We know
that otters, golden eagles
and water voles will be
okay but who will guaran-
tee our elderly people will
be looked after?’

Mr MacDonald said he
did not believe SNH was
equipped to carry out the
consultation. He added:

‘They are an environmen-
tal group and don’t have
economists on the board.
We don’t have a huge fi-
nance or insurance sector
on the west coast but have
fishing, aquaculture,
crofting and tourism and we
have done a pretty good job
of conservation so far.

SNH says there will be a
‘full public consultation’
after tendering the short list.

The executive will an-
nounce the marine park
area in 2007.

Invernevis group call on local councillors to stand up and be counted

Band night for

youth shelter

LOCAL bands are to stage a
concert in Ballachulish
Village Hall on Saturday
February 25 at 8pm to raise
funds for a youth shelter for
Ballachulish and Glencoe.

Admission is free but
donations will be gratefully
accepted.

High noon at

Kinlochleven

PUPILS from Kinlochleven
High School will be staging
an ambitious performance of
a comedy western, The
Golden Nugget of Badcrow,
next month.

The show will run for three
nights from Tuesday March
14 to Thursday March 16.

Tickets, priced £3 and
£1.50 for students and OAPs,
are on sale now.

Progress on

waterfront

project

PROGRESS on Fort
William’s waterfront
project was top of the
agenda at a recent meeting
of the town’s steering
group.

Property consultant Mark
Robertson outlined the
revised development brief
and members of Fort
William Steering Group
(FWSG) were pleased to
see this next stage is
moving forward. There
were also several additional
suggestions for inclusion in
the brief. While FWSG
members say they are still
enthusiastic about the
project, concerns were
expressed about any further
delays and Highland
Council was requested to
ensure that the tendering
process was undertaken as
quickly as possible.

The council’s joint
venture group will consider
the report at the end of
February and the council’s
area committee and FWSG
will be able to make their
observations on the report
at a meeting in early March,
after which developers will
be invited to submit their
plans.

FWSG chairman and
local councillor Neil Clark
said: ‘I am delighted to see
this project take another
step forward. While
progress has been slower
than many of us would have
hoped for, it has been
important to make sure all
the necessary elements are
included in the
development brief that suit
the town.’

Lewis branch

‘no’ to Sunday

sailings

THE LEWIS branch of the
Lord’s Day Observance
Society (LDOS) has urged
Caledonian MacBrayne
(CalMac) to continue its
policy of no Sunday
sailings on the Sound of
Harris.

The issue is on the agenda
for a meeting of the
Shipping Advisory Service
Committee today (Thurs-
day) and Angus Mackay,
secretary of the Lewis
branch of the LDOS, has
written to CalMac chief
executive Lawrie Sinclair.

He said: ‘The pressures of
sustaining an economically
viable existence in this
remote corner are exacting
an increasingly high price
on our family and
community life. In that
context, the loss of our day
of rest would be a
catastrophic blow to our
social stability.

‘It is a recognition of that
fact that leaves many non-
Christians in our
community supportive of
the Sabbath.’ Manja Gibson.

‘Boost’ for Lochaber woman
Highlands

get £125m

for Argyll

HIGHLAND’S health
board has received just over
£125 million this year to
pay for the absorption of
NHS Argyll and Clyde
services.

The Scottish Executive
used the Arbuthnott
Formula to calculate how
NHS Argyll and Clyde’s
funding should be split
between NHS Highland
and NHS Greater Glasgow,
which received £424m.

The Arbuthnott formula
takes account of
population, level of
deprivation, age of
population, gender and the
proportion of population
living in remote and rural
areas. In total NHS
Highland was allocated a
budget of just over £419m
including the £125m
payment for Argyll and
Clyde services, a rise of
nearly eight per cent on last
year’s budget of £272m.

Health minister Andy
Kerr said: ‘I want boards to
use this funding to deliver
the highest standards of
patient care as locally as
possible and as specialised
as necessary.’
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Reason 8

Buy One

Get One Free

Available in most stores. Subject to availability.

Morrisons Tonic Water 3.5p/100ml • Seriously Oaty Golden Honey 49.7p/100g • Robinsons Fruit & Barley Orange 10p/100ml • Highland Spring Still Water 3.5p/100ml • Cadburys Highlights Raspberry Wafers 21.5p each • McVitie’s Penguin 11p each • Ribena Blackcurrant 28.7p/100ml • Jif Lemon Juice £2.48/litre • Uncle Bens Basmati Rice £4.50/kg • John West Tuna in Brine £6.31/kg
Princes Pink Salmon £4.65/kg • Kingsmill Wholegrain & White 11p/100g • Baxters Fresh Soup 24.9p/100g • Tropicana Tropics 15.5p/100ml • Utterly Butterly £1.84/kg • Munch Bunch Fromage Frais 43.3p/100g • Sveltesse Yogurts 29.8p/100g • Muller Vitality Drinks 28p/100g • Morrisons Skinless Chicken Fillets £9.47/kg • Morrisons Italian Style Garlic Bread 52.7p/100g
Herta Frankfurters 50p/100g • Duetto Filled Pasta £6.36/kg Morrisons Eat Smart Spinach & Ricotta Cannelloni £4.98/kg • Irish Country Mature Cheddar £7.48/kg • Cadburys Light Mousse 49.1p/100g • Walls Magnum Classic 47.8p/100ml • Birds Eye Chicken O’s £6.30/kg • Birds Eye Oven Crispy Fish Fingers £6.21/kg • McCain Chippy Chips £6.06/kg
Findus Chicken, Bacon & Sweetcorn Pancakes £4.76/kg • Birds Eye Steak & Kidney Pies 28.3p/100g • Bernard Matthews Turkey Nuggets £4.48/kg • Aunt Bessie’s Pancakes 31.1p/100g Bernard Matthews Turkey Breast Joint £5.72/kg • Radox Aromatic Bath 49.6p/100ml • Herbal Essences Shampoo 78p/100ml.

w/c 20/02/06

Over 150 Buy One Get One Frees

Morrisons Store at: An Aird, FORT WILLIAM.
For more information please telephone 01397 700333  www.morrisons.co.uk

More reasons to shop at 
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An cuala sibh seo?

AN ISLAND distillery is celebrating a new youngster in
its midst - a 10-year-old.

Isle of Arran Distillers has just bottled its first 10-year-
old single malt whisky at the company’s distillery in
Lochranza on the isle of Arran.

Managing director Douglas Davidson said: ‘We have
had a hugely positive response to the new 10-year-old
from all our European distributors.

‘The level of forward orders has been greatly encour-
aging and our sales director Euan Mitchell left last week-
end for a three-week tour of our Far East markets where
I feel sure he will get a similar response.’

The new 10-year-old has been bottled at 46 per cent
proof  by volume and comes from bourbon and sherry
casks.

Isle of Arran Distillers won the Queen’s Award for In-
ternational Trade in 2005 and increased bottled malt sales
by 29 per cent.

The Lochranza distillery opened in 1995 and has since
gone from strength to strength.

Planning manager Mark Callachan beside the

first bottles.

Arran 10-year-old

comes of age

WOMEN in Lochaber are
being encouraged to start
their own business as they
have a ‘huge amount to of-
fer’ the local economy.

Lochaber Enterprise has
highlighted three women
who have found success in
business with a little help
from the enterprise com-
pany.

The three women were
able to turn their interests
in jewellery, horses and
childcare into  viable busi-
nesses.

Tracy Macdonald, aged
34, from Mallaig, makes
jewellery in a style that of-
fers a contemporary take on
traditional designs.

She said: ‘I have always
wanted to start up my own
business and I love the idea
of creating something from
nothing. To start off with
metal wires or a sheet and
turn them into a three di-
mensional shape is really
exciting.

‘Jewellery is quite frivo-
lous and there is not always
a demand for it, but I think
I have something different
to offer the market.’

Tracy invested a consid-
erable amount of her own
savings into the business,
but a start-up grant of just
under £4,000 from the lo-
cal enterprise company was
crucial to its formation.

Bonny Mealand was a
full-time mother for seven

Lochaber women encouraged to start own businesses

Bonny Mealand has turned her love of horses into a small business.

years before deciding to
turn her love of horses into
a small business.

With a diploma in agricul-
ture and years of experience
working with horses, she
decided to offer her services
treating the hoofs of the
animals, as well as provid-
ing therapeutic shoeing.

Bonny, also 34, who lives
in Morvern and is also a re-
tained firefighter, said: ‘I
had to trim the feet of my
own five horses because I
couldn’t get anyone else to
do it. That’s when I realised
there could be a market for
a service like this.’

Janet Mclntyre, who has
experience in childcare,
has started a business as a
registered childminder in
her home in Onich.

She is registered to care
for up to six children under
the age of 16, with a maxi-
mum of three being under
primary school age and one
under 12 months.

She hopes to take on ad-
ditional staff in the future.

Janet, who can take chil-

dren full or part-time and on
bank holidays, completed a
Scottish Childminding As-
sociation course and then
received confirmation from
the Care Commission that
she had been approved as a
registered childminder.

Janet, 47, who has an
eight-year old daughter, re-
ceived £1,500 to start the
business from Lochaber
Enterprise and a grant of up
to £250 from the Lochaber
Childcare and Family Re-
source Programme towards
the construction of a shed
for play equipment.

Janet said: ‘Having a
business like this gives me
independence and I defi-
nitely think there is a lot of
potential for it in this area.’

Charlotte Wright, chief
executive of Lochaber En-
terprise, said it was important
to encourage women to start
their own businesses as they
had a huge amount to offer.

She said: ‘It is great to see
such a diverse range of new
businesses starting up in the
area.’

‘It is great to see such

a diverse range of new

businesses starting up

in the area.’

Charlotte Wright, Lochaber Enterprise.

ARGYLL joined Strath-
clyde Police’s new call
management system this
week.

This means that calls to
local police stations from

The aim is to improve call
handling and ensure  the days
of being held in a queue or
getting an answer machine
should be at an end.

Strathclyde Police main-

will also have access to geo-
graphical mapping systems
to help identify where the
caller is calling from and
confirm a particular location.

Chief Superintendent

more efficient method than at
present.’ According to Strath-
clyde Police the average
waiting time is four seconds
and more than 400,000 calls
have been received.

members of the public will
be automatically transferred
to new contact centres in
Glasgow and Motherwell,
which have been on-line
since August last year.

tains staff at the contact
centres will be aware of lo-
cal issues and the unique
geography of Argyll, Bute
and West Dunbartonshire.

Those handling the calls

Mitch Rodger said: ‘Quite
simply callers to the police
will be automatically trans-
ferred to the contact centre
and answered prompty. Calls
will be dealt with in a much

All local calls diverted as Argyll joins police call centre system

Council tax

will hurt

many

claims MSP

‘THIS will hurt a great
many people on low and
fixed incomes and will
damage local businesses by
swallowing up yet more
money from the local
economy.’

This was the reaction of
Highlands and Islands MSP
and Shadow Enterprise
Minister Jim Mather to the
news that Argyll and Bute
Council is increasing its
council tax from April 1 by
3.49 per cent.

‘This is higher than the
2.5 per cent the Scottish
Executive was unreason-
ably trying to impose but
better than expectation
given the pressures on Ar-
gyll and Bute Council,’ said
Mr Mather.

‘In the long term we need
less contention and fewer
last minute deals, which
only cause stress, damage
services and public service
morale.’

He said that what was
needed was a fairer local
income tax, as proposed by
the SNP, and the national
government treating local
government as a full part-
ner to address issues like
boosting the population of
working age people to
widen the tax base and re-
duce the burden.

Faraidhean saor

THA RIAGHALTAS na h-Alba air ainmeachadh gu tig
lùghdachadh mòr air faraidhean adhair dha luchd-siubhail nan
eilean.

Chaidh fàilte chridheil a chur air an naidheachd agus e air
fhaicinn mar nì a bheir leasachadh air eaconamaidhean nan
Eilean Siar.

Bidh na faraidhean air an lùghdachadh suas ri 40% dhaibh-
san a tha a’ siubhal a-mach às na h-eileanan, ged nach bi
ìsleachadh sam bith dhaibh-san a bhios a’ siubhal bho na bailtean
mòra chun nan eilean.

Thuirt ball-pàrlamaid nan Eilean Siar, Alasdair Moireasdan,
gun robh iad an dòchas an sgeama a chur an-sas as t-samhradh.
‘’S e ceum mòr dha-rìribh a tha seo dha eileanaich agus nì e
fada nas fhasa dha daoine siubhal air plèana,’ thuirt e.

‘Mar eisimpleir faodaidh daoine na saor-làithean aca, ann am
Breatainn agus thall-thairis, a-nis ullachadh le bhith cleachdadh
nan seirbheisean a tha a’ ruith eadar na h-eileanan agus tìr-mòr
Alba.

‘Tha mi an dòchas gum brosnaich an sgeama seo
companaidhean adhair diofraichte seirbheisean a ruith bho na
h-eileanan.’
The Scottish Executive has announced that islanders will re-
ceive a significant reduction in air fares.

The news was warmly welcomed as it will be seen as a meas-
ure to bring economic development to the Western Isles.

Fares will be cut by up to 40 per cent for those who travel
from the islands, although there will be no reduction for pas-
sengers travelling from mainland cities to the islands.

Western Isles MP Alasdair Morrison said he hoped the scheme
will be introduced in the summer.

‘This reduction represents a quantum leap in support for the
islands and will make air travel affordable for all,’ he said.

‘It will, for example, allow families to plan holidays within
the UK and further afield using the existing air links between
the islands and the Scottish mainland.

‘I hope this scheme will also encourage a variety of airlines
to think about providing services to and from the islands.’

Togail dha companaidh

THA A’ chompanaidh a tha stèidhichte ann an garadh ola Aranais
faisg air Steòrnabhagh air cùmhnant ùr fhaighinn a chumas ann
an obair iad suas chun Chèitean.

Chaidh iarraidh air Camcal 16 tùr a thogail dha tuathanas-
gaoithe san Òlaind. Bidh iad gu lèir 70 meatair a dh’àrd agus
thèid an toirt a-nall dhan Roinn Eòrpa air soitheach.

Thuirt stiùiriche na companaidh, Phil Mac a’ Ghobhainn: ‘Tha
sinn air leth toilichte le seo oir ’s e a’ chiad ordùgh againn a tha
a’ dol a-mach às an dùthaich agus tha e a’ sealltainn gun urrrainn
dhuinn farpais ann an dòigh làidir le companaidhean eile a tha
togail tùraichean san Roinn Eòrpa.’

’S e a’ chiad cùmhnant a bh’aig a’ chompanaidh inneal a thogail
a bha a’ cruthachadh dealan bho tuinn. Bha e luach £5.5 millean.

Chaidh an seann garadh ola ath-leasachadh le Iomairt na
Gaidhealtachd ’s nan Eilean agus iad airson fhaicinn mar
ghoireas togail airson gnìomhachas a’ chumhachd ath-
nuadhachail. Chosg iad £10 millean air gu lèir.
THE COMPANY based at the Arnish oil fabrication yard near
Stornoway has secured a new contract which will keep them in
work up till May.

Camcal was asked to build 16 turbines for a windfarm in Hol-
land. They will be 70 metres in height and will be shipped to the
continent.

Company director Phil Smith said: ‘We are very pleased with
it because it is  our first export order and shows that we can
compete in an effective way with other tower manufacturers on
the continent.’

 The first contract the company won was to build a device
which produced electricity from waves. It was worth £5.5 mil-
lion. The former oil yard was renovated by Highlands and Is-
lands Enterprise with a view to establishing it as a construction
base for the renewable energy industry. It spent a total of £10
million.

Fosgladh An Lanntair

DH’FHOSGAIL a’ Chiad Mhinistear ann an Riaghaltas na h-
Alba, Jack McConnell, ionad ealain ùr ann an Leòdhas an t-
seachdain a chaidh.

Chosg An Lanntair £5 millean agus tha e ri fhaicinn gu
follaiseach an teas mheadhan baile Steòrnabhaigh, a’ coimhead
a-mach air cala a’ bhaile gu pròiseil.

’S e an t-ionad ealain as motha air Ghàidhealtachd ’s sna h-
Eileanan taobh a-muigh Theatar Eden Court ann an Inbhir Nis.

A’ bruidhinn air beulaibh còrr air 200 duine, thuirt Mgr
McConnell: ‘Tha An Lanntair a’ dearbhadh nach eil a bhith
fuireach anns na h-àiteachan iomallach na chnap-starraidh airson
cothrom fhaighinn air na rudan as fheàrr a tha cultar Bhreatainn
a’ tabhann.’
SCOTTISH Executive first minister Jack McConnell opened a
new arts centre in Lewis last week.

An Lanntair - the lantern - cost £5 million and can be seen in
a prominent position in Stornoway town centre, proudly over-
looking the town’s harbour. It is the biggest arts centre in the
Highlands and Islands outside Eden Court Theatre in Inver-
ness. Speaking in front of an audience of more than 200 people,
Mr McConnell said: ‘An Lanntair proves living in remote areas
need prove no barrier to enjoying the very best of what British
culture has to offer.’



The Oban Times        www.obantimes.co.uk Thursday 23 February, 20066 GRADUATIONS

Elizabeth Bradley
GRADUATED from the UHI Millennium

Institute with a Bachelor of Arts in the Cultural
Studies of the Highlands and Islands. Elizabeth is

from Burnbank, Campbeltown.

Ann Boa
GRADUATED from the University of the

Highlands and Islands - Perth College with a BA
in Tourism. Ann is the daughter of Willie and

Isobel Boa, Fort William, and grand-daughter of
the late Willie and Annie MacLean, Inverlochy

Place, and Alex and Catherine Boa, Spean Bridge.

John Inglis
GRADUATED from Glasgow University in

Mechanical Design Engineering. John, grand-son
of Mrs H Gunn, Lynn Gardens, Oban, is a former
pupil of St John’s primary and Oban high schools.

Mairi Mclellan
GRADUATED from Cardonald College with an
HND in Media and Communication. Mairi is the

daughter of Tom and Margaret Mclellan, Taynuilt,
and grand-daughter of the late John and Sheila

Macleod, Manish, Harris, and the late Thomas and
Mary Mclellan, Helensburgh. She is currently

studying at the University of Paisley.

Janette Swainston
GRADUATED from Robert Gordon University

with a Bachelor of Nursing. Janette is the
daughter of Isa Cameron, Spean Bridge, and is a
former pupil of Inverlochy primary and Lochaber

high schools.

Kathleen Maclean
GRADUATED from Birkbeck College University
of London with a BSc in Geology. Kathleen is the
eldest child and only daughter of the late Donald

Angus Maclean, formerly of Ranish, Isle of
Lewis.

Jacqueline Peacock
GRADUATED from Glasgow Caledonian

University with a BSc in Community Nursing.
Jacqueline is wife of George, mother of Billy and

daughter of Jean and the late Jack Watson.

Katie Ogilby- Wood
GRADUATED from The University of Paisley
with a Bachelor of Science in Sports Studies.

Katie is a former pupil of Tobermory High School
and daughter of Chris and Rae Ogilby-Wood.

Katie hopes to go on to do a post graduate
certificate in teaching.

Lorna Campbell
GRADUATED from the Central College of

Commerce, Glasgow, with an HNC in
Hairdressing and Salon Organisation. Lorna, of
Fidden, Isle of Mull, is the eldest daughter of

Jimmy and Christine Campbell.

Grace Morrison
GRADUATED from Stirling University (Western
Isles Campus) with a BSc in Adult Nursing with
Merit. Grace is the daughter of Alex and Violet

Morrison, Melbost Borve, and grand-daughter of
Sheila and the late Duncan Henderson, Acharacle,
Argyll, and the late Murdo and Annie Morrison,

Melbost Borve, Isle of Lewis.

Colin Dunsmore, MChem
GRADUATED with a Doctor of Philosophy from
the University of Edinburgh. Colin is the eldest
son of Alex and June Dunsmore, Dunblane, and

grandson of Colin and Morag Urquhart,
Pennyfuir, Oban. Colin is now a Post-Doctoral

Research Fellow at the University of Leeds.

Send your

graduation

photos to

The Editor,

PO Box 1,

Oban,

Argyll,

PA34 4HB

grad E

Sharon Robertson
GRADUATED from Glasgow University with a
Bachelor of Nursing. Sharon is the daughter of

Jimmy and Jessie Robertson, Kilmore, and grand-
daughter of Agnus and the late Alex Robertson,
Oban, and John and Jessie Brown, Isle of Seil.

Sharon is a former pupil of Easdale primary and
Oban high schools.

Carolyn MacGillivray
GRADUATED with a BA (Honours) in Nursing
from Glasgow Caledonian University. Carolyn is
the daughter of Donnie and Celia MacGillivray,
Acharacle, and a former pupil of Mingarry and

Lochaber high schools. She is currently working
as a staff nurse in the Western Infirmary.

Laura Campbell
GRADUATED from the University of Glasgow
with a Bachelor of Nursing. Laura is the eldest

daughter of Iain and Theresa Campbell,
Fiskavaig, grand-daughter of May and the late

Ronnie Gillies, Fort William, and Cathie and the
late Angus Murdo Campbell, Portnalong. Laura is
currently working as a staff nurse at the Western

Infirmary, Glasgow.

Love Scotland . . . Love Scottish Field
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ON SALE NOW

NEW LOOK!    NEW FEATURES!

NEW SECTIONS!



A WINNING TEAM
A MORE PROFITABLE COMPANY
A MORE FULFILLING LIFE

Learn to unlock your potential and 
get more out of life. In this 2-day 
event renowned personal and
corporate development coach Jack
Black teaches techniques that can
make a huge difference to your 
career, relationships, health and 
self-esteem.

Jack has coached international
business leaders and many of the 
UK’s top companies, but this is the 
first time he has presented his full
MindStore event in the Highlands.   

And the event is brought to you at 
a fraction of the normal cost by 
The Outdoor Capital of the UK Ltd.

The Outdoor Capital of the UK Ltd
Tourist Information Centre, Cameron Square, Fort William, PH33 6AJ

When 27th & 28th March To book or for more information
Where The Nevis Centre, Fort William call now on 01397 705 765
Price From £220 (+VAT)

Details <

www.outdoorcapital.co.uk

ENCOURAGING SUCCESS IN THE HIGHLANDS
A Jack Black MindStore Event

DO YOU WANT
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LOOK AT OBANLOOK AT OBAN

REPRESENTING Scot-
land at two international
Burns suppers has been a
‘cool’ experience for two
Oban musicians.

Accordion and fiddle duo
Michael and Joanie Garvin,
who run Oban’s Greencourt
Guesthouse, spent four
days in Moscow recently
where they performed for
the St Andrew’s Society of
Russia.

However, their visit was
during the city’s coldest
weather in decades with
temperatures falling to -37
degrees Celsius - twice as
cold as the inside of a
domestic freezer.

Joanie said: Last year
when Michael went over
Moscow had its heaviest
snowfall for years and this
year it had record low
temperatures.’

The couple also received
a frosty reception from
customs officers who
accused Joanie of
smuggling her violin out of

Hypnotherapy can help

you kick your bad habits

UNWANTED habits or afflictions like nail
biting, stuttering and smoking could be
kicked into touch through the efforts of a
highly regarded clinical hypnotherapist
who now has a clinic in Argyll.

 Graeme Matthew, who has clinics in
Dunoon and Glasgow, is a fully qualified
clinical hypnotherapist under the auspices of
the British Society of Clinical Hypnosis
(BSCH). Graeme said: ‘I use a combina-
tion of different techniques to help you

achieve the desired change that you want
and I guarantee all my work.

‘Hypnosis is a natural, effective way of
making contact with the inner, uncon-
scious self.

‘When someone is hypnotised they al-
ways remain in control of themselves.’

Graeme also treats pain control, phobias,
nervous conditions, stress and anxiety and
urges suffers to make an appointment with
him on 01369 701009.

Musician duo warm hearts

in Russia’s coldest winter

the country. Joanie said:
‘On the way home customs
officers saw my violin and
asked for my
documentation for it but I
hadn’t signed anything for
it on the way into Russia.

‘There was a bit of a
stand-off with the guards.

They thought I was
smuggling a Russian
heirloom out of the country
despite me pointing to the
‘Made in Glasgow’ sign on
my violin.’

The stand-off eventaully
subsided but Joanie
believes that only happened
because the guards had
something ‘more
important’ to deal with.

Regardless of this
incident the couple said
they really enjoyed their
trip and have been invited
back next year.

Joanie is counting the

days until they return to
Moscow but added she
would take documentation
for her violin next year.

On this trip the couple
joined up with guitarist
Gordon Ross and mandolin
player John MacGregor,
both from Dumbarton.

The Dumbarton pair had
played in Moscow with
Michael last year but this
was Joanie’s first trip.

‘We played to the St
Andrew’s Society of Russia
in the Marriott Hotel
Aurora where there was a
real mix of nationalities
who all loved Burns and
everything to do with
Scotland,’ said Joanie.

‘The whisky was flowing
freely and there were some
country dancers from
Moscow there.’

The foursome also played
in an Irish theme pub

during their time in
Moscow where they met a
few Scots.

After their four days in
Moscow, the couple
travelled to the Channel
Islands where they played
for the St Andrew’s Society
of Jersey.

The Garvins had clearly
brought the Russian
weather with them and
arrived during Jersey’s first
snowfall in eight years.

Joanie said: ‘The crowd
was mostly Scots as there
is a long established St
Andrew’s society there.’

Couple accused of smuggling

‘Russian heirloom’ at airport

From Argyll Square to Red Square, Oban’s Michael and Joanie wowed their audience in Russia.

THERE’S going to the pub
for a pint and there’s going
to the pub for a pint and
asking ‘What on earth am I
here for?’

That is one of the bigger
questions of life that is be-
ing asked over a pint on a
Thursday night in The
Lorne in Oban by local
Christian church, Destiny
Church Oban.

Discussion and chilled out
talk is the aim; talking
about one of the best sell-
ing non-fiction books of all
time - The Purpose Driven
Life by Rick Warren - is the
topic. Everyone is invited to
these discussions but Des-
tiny Church feels the re-
laxed location will appeal
to those who would not nec-
essarily go to church or see
themselves as religious but
would like to talk about
spiritual matters, the pur-
pose of life, God and other
such issues.

Leader of Destiny Church
Oban Andy McCulloch
said: ‘Why the pub?

‘People often forget that
Jesus’s first miracle was
turning water into wine at
a wedding in Cana because
they ran out of wine.

A pint

and a

purpose

‘My question is: if Jesus
was living in Oban today,
where would he hang out?
Who would he hang out
with?

‘You don’t have to read
the Gospels in the Bible for
long before realising that
Jesus was totally pre-occu-
pied with people.

‘He loved people and
would therefore go to any
lengths to spend time with
them. Often this meant
meeting them in their envi-
ronment.’

He said he believed that
it would be Jesus’s desire
not to see the church hid-
ing behind four walls but
out in the streets reaching
out to where people were.

‘This challenges me as a
leader of one of the local
churches here in Oban,
knowing that in Jesus’s day
miracles mostly happened
in the streets, not in the
synagogue,’ he added.

Destiny Church Oban is a
contemporary church that
meets every Sunday at
Drummore School, Lower
Soroba. Included is lively
music, motivational teach-
ing and a fun-packed pro-
gramme for children.

DISASTERS and subsequent global fundraising was a mark
of 2005 but Oban’s Oxfam shop is encouraging people to
show last year was not a one-off.

The charity is looking for one million new members in
100 days.  Fundraising for the tsunami clear up, the Paki-
stan earthquake and the Make Poverty History campaign all
contributed to Oxfam having one of its busiest years with
an influx of new members.

The ‘I’m in’ campaign has been launched to ensure Oxfam
increases its support throughout the country. Morvern
MacDougall of Oxfam Oban branch said: ‘Time and time
again we are overwhelmed by the support and generosity
we receive from local people for our appeals, campaigns
and shop work.

‘We know how many people here want to do something
about poverty and ‘I’m in’ shows them how even small steps
can make a big difference.’

AN OBAN butcher was
cooking up a storm last
week and demonstrating to
customers the quality of
Scottish beef with a pre-
miumAberdeen Angus beef
burger.
 More than 50 different
firms from all over Europe
were represented at Forteith
Foodservice’s West High-
lands and Islands Trade
Show in the Corran Halls.

Willie Reid is Forteith’s
head butcher and attracted
dozens of customers to his
stall where he was cooking
the burgers.

Forteiths is launching its
own brand line of Aberdeen
Angus steak sausages and
pork and leek sausages.

Willie said Forteiths only

used Scottish beef and the
meat content of the new
range of sausages is ex-
tremely high.

He said: ‘The Aberdeen
Angus burgers I am cook-
ing today have a meat con-
tent of 95 per cent, the rest
is just seasoning.

‘Everybody makes sau-
sages at around 31 per cent
meat content but these sau-
sages are around 85 per
cent.

‘We are not the cheapest
butchers in the world but
we are very high in quality.’

Suppliers from all over
the country and mainland
Europe congregated at the
trade show which is hosted
by Forteith every two
years.

Forteith beef

it up for Oban

trade show

Oban butcher Willie Reid shows off Forteith’s
new range of sausages. t08for03

9 x 2

t08for03

Oban aids local Oxfam

Oban edition page 7
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February ends with a tussle still going on between

the Sun and Mars. The problem for you can be an

excess of nervous energy, or the feeling that you are

not being quite as well informed as you might be.

Why? At the least it can seem that others are less

willing to bring things to your attention. At it’s worse,

this can point to backbiting and gossip making. Do

be guarded. For more, please call me..

You could need the support of others. The more

receptive they are, the smoother things can go. Will

you get it? Ah, that’s a different matter. Your

expectations may not be met, least of all from a

financial perspective.Then again, a chance could

present itself which could be very tempting, but it

may go against the grain – your grain! Generally,

struggle can be to the fore. For more, please call me..

Since the 18th of February you have been much

more inclined to assert yourself. How are others

reacting? Has this lead to progress or do you feel

that greater respect has come your way? Either way,

this week can be crunch time. You probably won’t

suffer fools gladly and even at home, you will be

looking for people to be a little more attuned to what

you have to say. For more, please call me..

A big need to expand your situation is maintained,

but how will this fit together with the obligations

that you already have? If there is little scope for

some give and take, the tensions can ratchet up.

You can be one of the steadiest of people when it

comes to fulfilling your responsibilities but

strangely now you could feel much less inclined to

toe the line. For more, please call me..

The New Moon gives you a lot of hope that things

can start to fall in place from a long term financial

or property perspective. And they can. However,

you may have to revise some plans when it comes

to how that they interface with others. Someone

may have a change of heart which can affect you.

Perhaps they are set to revise their long term hopes

and very suddenly. For more, please call me..

A re-launch for one involvement can see life yet be

breathed into this – but there is a caveat. This

suggests that you can’t have everything your own

way. Then again, you may have to stand up to

someone who tends to forget your rights. Being

prepared to sit down and discuss things can

certainly provide the ventilation for improvement.

Solo? Someone new can soon enter your orbit. For

more, please call me..

Words can wound. Yet of all the zodiac’s members,

you can often hide your cutting edge under the

silkiest of veneers. But not everyone is as sensitive

and someone could test your patience with their

brittle take on something dear to your heart.

However, the chance to really improve an area of

your life which is not working very well, is a real

possibility. Ignore any criticisms. For more, please

call me..

There is, to use the military expression, a bit of a

pincer movement going on in your scope this week.

How apt for a Scorpion like you! The problem is that

it may not be you who is set to deploy the sting.

That there can be fun and frivolity in your situation

is of little doubt, however in the pursuit of pleasure,

your finances could get a little stretched. How much

is down to you. For more, please call me..

You may want to make changes to where you live.

If you share a flat or house, this could be less

problematic, because this type of situation is fluid

by nature. If you share ownership, much less so.

In short, how your restlessness or need for change

impacts on your personal relationships could be

at the centre of what absorbs you this week. A lot

of tactfulness can help. For more, please call me..

There is a lot being discussed and there can be a

real freshness about a this which can be whetting

your appetite and giving you an enthusiasm. Yet

there can also be a need to revitalise any part of your

life, which has become dull and predictable. However

tempting it may be to make snap decisions, if you

do, the impact on your peace of mind could be

greater than you imagine. For more, please call me..

Some demand absolute accuracy from astrology but

influences can work in a number of ways. For

example, this week, a surprise windfall is possible.

You might therefore want to have a punt. And money

can come in other surprising ways. But then costs

can also unexpectedly crop up. A piece of electrical

equipment may fail. Yet you could be ingenious too

and this can bring its rewards. For more, please call

me..

You, more than other star signs, could find yourself

with a dilemma on your hands. Do you stick or do

your twist? Older readers will even think of opening

the box! But seriously, there is an enormous amount

of excitement bubbling around. Yet this need for

change, to do something quite spontaneously can

be very strong too. Will you sacrifice something solid

to satisfy this? For more, please call me..

TO BE INCLUDED IN

The Oban Times

WHAT'S ON GUIDE

CONTACT - 01631 568000

’

Friday 3rd March
X-Factor Dance Company, Sunart Centre,
Strontian 8 pm

Tuesday 7th March
Stories from poet and storyteller John Sutch
Pickard, Corran Halls, Oban, 7.30 pm

Tuesday 28th March
Traditional Highland Folk Tales, Corran Halls,
Oban, 7.30pm. Tickets £5/£3. Tel: Corran Halls
01631 567333

Saturday 22nd April
Singing Kettle, Corran Halls, Oban, 2pm

GET YOUR EVENT LISTED

CONTACT 01631 568000

Friday 28th April at 8.00 pm. Helensburgh and
District Highland Association CEILIDH/DANCE:
Piper~ Bruce Shearlaw Singers ~ Mary C McNeil
Sheona Rostant & Duncan McDonald Violin~
Cameron Bone Chair Person ~ to be advised Band ~
Hector McFadyen. Contact John Wilson Tel
01389841208
Friday 26th May AGM at 7.00pm Helensburgh and
District Highland Association DANCE at 8.00pm.
Band ~Willie Paterson. Contact John Wilson Tel
01389841208
Friday 30th June at 8.00pm Helensburgh and
District Highland Association DANCE: Band ~
Donnie & Diane
Contact John Wilson Tel 01389841208
Saturday 25th March Oban & Lorn Strathspey &
Reel Society, 'Fiddlers Rally' Corran Halls, Oban
Tuesday 4th April Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands Hospital
Thursday 27th April - Sunday 30th April Highlands
and Islands Music and Dance Festival
Thursday 27th April - Bonhams - Valuers and
Auctioneers, McTavish's Kitchens, Oban, at 7.30pm.
Further details nearer the date
Tuesday 9th May Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands
Hospital
Tuesday 6th June Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands
Hospital
Tuesday 4th July Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands
Hospital
Tuesday 8th August Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands
Hospital
Tuesday 5th September Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands
Hospital
Tuesday 10th October Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands Hospital
Tuesday 7th November Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands
Hospital
Tuesday 5th December Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands Hospital

MEMOIRS OF A
GEISHA

Screen One - 12 A
Certificate - 145 Minutes

OBAN HIGHLAND
THEATRE

8.15 FRIDAY and
SATURDAY - 2.45

SUNDAY - 8.15
MONDAY to
THURSDAY

The compulsive novel
by Arthur Golden, that
told the story of a secret
Japanese  world,  sold
over four million Eng-
lish- language editions
and was translated into
thi r ty- two other  lan-
guages.

Memoirs of a Geisha is
a feast for the eye, thanks
to outstanding cinema-
tography, excellent pro-
duct ion and r ich  cos-
tumes.  Directed by Rob
Marshal l ,  the  movie
adapt ion of  the  bes t
seller is outstanding, the
life of a penniless child
sold into slavery, then
taken under the wing of
a legendry Geisha, being
followed in care and de-
tail.

FINAL
DESTINATION 3

Screen Two - 15
Certificate - 93 Minutes

OBAN HIGHLAND
THEATRE

6.30 and 8.30 Friday -
1.30, 6.30 and 8.30

Saturday
1.15 and 3.15 SUNDAY

- 6.30 and 8.30 MONDAY
to THURSDAY

Director James Wong re-
turns to the helm, raising
questions of fate and predes-
tination, in a screen story
written by James and Glen
Morgan.

A true horror movie, Final
Destination 3 stars Mary
Elizabeth Winstead, Ryan
Merriman and Kris
Lemche, is certainly not a
movie for squeamish
filmgoers, so be warned.
F.D.3 could best be de-
scribed as an orgy of car-
nage.

CHEAPER BY THE
DOZEN 2

Screen One - PG
Certificate - 90 Minutes

OBAN HIGHLAND
THEATRE

6.00 FRIDAY - 1.00 nad
6.00 SATURDAY - 12.30
SUNDAY - 6.00 MON-
DAY to THURSDAY

The Bakers are back with
a vengeance, with STEVE
MARTIN starring in the se-
quel to his 2003 movie suc-
cess, this time under the di-
rection of ADAM
SHANKMAN (Director of
'The Pacifier').  On this
occassion they are toe-to-toe
against another clan in an
ultimate inter-family battle.

The entire CHEAPER
BY THE DOZEN cast
unites, including Bonnie

Hunt, Hilary duff, Tom
Welling and Piper Perabo,
and are joined by a new
family, headed by Eugene
Levy.  Bigger scale with
more laughs and action than
before.

In CHEAPER BY THE
DOZEN 2, Tom
Baker(Steve Martin) and
wife Kate bring their fam-
ily together at their long-
time holiday home, on the
shores of Lake Winnetka.

Their away-from-it-all re-
treat soon turns cutthroat
however, when they enter
into competition with the
over achieveing members
of the large  family headed
by Tom's deadly rival Jim
Murtaugh(Eugene Levy).

THE LITTLE POLAR
BEAR 2:

"The Mysterious
Island"

 U Certificate - 81
Minutes

FORT WILLIAM
STUDIO THEATRE

5.45 FRIDAY - 2.15 and
5.45 SATURDAY - 2.15

SUNDAY
In this second animated

film, based on the Hans
de Beer books, The Lit-
tle Polar Bear 'Lars' is
transported to the wild and
remote Galapagos Islands,
to save a prehistoric fish
monster from explorers,
and from the dangers of an
erupting volcano.  Starring
' Maximilian Artajo', the
delightfully drawn and
colourful images make
this a movie to give pleas-
ure to the younger genera-
tion.

ZATHURA - A Space
Adventure

PG Certificate - 101
Minutes

FORT WILLIAM
STUDIO CINEMA

5.30 FRIDAY - 2.00 and
5.30 SATURDAY - 2.00

SUNDAY
After their father(Tim

Robbins)  leaves for
work,  s ix-year-old
Danny(Jonah Bobo) and
ten-year-old Walter(Josh
Hutcherson), are left in
the care of their older sis-
ter  Lisa(Kristen
Stewart).  Finding an old
tattered metal board game
called 'Zathura', Danny
tries to get his brother to
play the game with him,
but without success.  He
therefore then decides to
tackle the game on his
own....

Danny is in for a big
surprise however when he
discovers this is no ordi-
nary board game.  For a
start, he finds out that his
spaceship marker moves
by itself and, when it fi-
nally lands on a space, a
card is ejected carrying an
urgent message: "Meteor
Shower, take evasive ac-
tion"( and a gaping hole
appears in the roof of
their house).  They dis-
cover, to their horror, that
they have propelled into

deepest and darkest outer
space.

BROKEBACK
MOUNTAIN

 15 Certificate - 134
Minutes

FORT WILLIAM
STUDIO THEATRE

8.00 FRIDAY and
SATURDAY -7.00

MONDAY to
THURSDAY

2.00  SUNDAY -7.15
MONDAY to
THURSDAY

Awarded the 'Golden
Lion' at the Venice Film
Festival,and with more 'OS-
CAR' nominations than any
other movie, this outstand-
ingly acted and nostalgic ro-
mance is a moving film ex-
perience.  Directed by Ang
Lee and (in alphabetical or-
der) starring Linda
Cardellini, Jake
Gyllenhaal, Anne
Hathaway, Heath Ledger,
Michelle Williams and
Randy Quaid, this is one
film not to be missed in
2006.

The story begins with
Ranch hands Del Mar
(Ledger) and Jack Twist
(Gyllenhaal)  being hired to
tend sheep in 1960's Wyo-
ming, when they experience
a 'gay relationship', before
going their own separate
ways, marrying and having
children.  This masterly ad-
aptation of the Annie
Proulx book about forbid-
den love, is played out
against scenery that is far
more stunning than
moviemakers Howard
Hawks and John Ford ever
mustered.

Ang Lee is nominated for
a 2006 'Oscar' for his direc-
tion of this superbWestern,
that has all the epic scale
that a truly formidable story
requires.

JARHEAD
15 Certificate - 123

Minutes
FORT WILLIAM

STUDIO CINEMA
8.15 FRIDAY and

SATURDAY  - 7.15
MONDAY to
THURSDAY

Superbly produced and
directed, strongly acted
and crammed with indel-
ible images, this is an all
action movie that will
leave a deep impression.
Adapted from Anthony
Swafford's  honest
memoir of his contribu-
tion to Desert Storm,
Jarhead goes from the
days of inaction to hard
fighting, with oil wells
burning under blood red
skies.

Directed by Sam
Mendes, from the screen-
play by William Brayles,
the cast includes Jake
Gyllenhaal, Jamie Foxx,
Peter Sarsgaard, Chris
Cooper and Scott
MacDonald.   But be
warned, this is cerrtainly
not a movie for the faint-
hearted.

Arthur Goldens compulsive Memoirs of a Geisha, is the latest novel

to get the Hollywood treatment

AN OBAN woman has
been tasked with ensuring
the views of Argyll’s
youngsters are heard.

Roanna Taylor has been
appointed Argyll and Bute
Young Scot co-ordinator
and will be based in Loch-
gilphead.

Roanna said: ‘I will be
getting in touch with the
satellite offices in Oban,
Campbeltown, Dunoon,
Helensburgh, Islay and
Rothesay.

‘I’m hoping to raise the
profile of Young Scot and I
want the organisation to be
known for more than just
discounts. I will initially be
concentrating on the 18-26
year-old age group as there
is a lack of services for
them.’

One of her Roanna’s first
jobs will be to ensure Ar-
gyll’s first year and fourth
year high school pupils are
issued new Young Scot
cards.

Young Scot cards can be
used as a proof of age card
and entitle the holder to dis-
counts at local outlets.

At the moment there are
90 outlets offering dis-
counts but Young Scot will
be adding more to the list.

A former Oban High
School pupil, Roanna
graduated from Edinburgh
University in 2003 with a
Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Community Education.

She worked with the chil-
dren’s charity NCH in  Loch-
aber before returning to Oban
to work in Kerrera Lodge.

Roanna said she is excited
about working with Ar-
gyll’s young people adding,
‘The job is great and is go-
ing really well so far.’

Recently Roanna visited
the main Young Scot office
in Edinburgh where the fo-
cus has been on Dialogue
Youth, a project which
brings more young people
into politics and decision
making.

Roanna sat in on a meet-
ing of Edinburgh City
Council where young peo-
ple involved in the Dia-
logue Youth project made a
silent protest with placards
showing their demands.

They were invited into the
meeting and held a question
and answer session with
councillors.

Oban’s Roanna Taylor is the new Argyll and Bute Young Scot
co-ordinator. a07sco01

Roanna becomes young voice

8.15 FRIDAY and SATURDAY – 2.45 SUNDAY

8.15 MONDAY to THURSDAY

MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA 12A

6.00 FRIDAY – 1.00 and 6.00 SATURDAY – 12.30 SUNDAY

8.15 MONDAY to THURSDAY

CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 PG

6.30 and 8.30 FRIDAY – 1.30, 6.30 and 8.30 SATURDAY

1.15 and 3.15 SUNDAY – 6.30 and 8.30 MONDAY to THURSDAY

FINAL DESTINATION 3 15

5.30 FRIDAY – 2.00 and 5.30 SATURDAY – 2.00 SUNDAY

ZATHURA – A Space Adventure PG

5.45 FRIDAY – 2.15 and 5.45 SATURDAY – 2.15 SUNDAY

THE LITTLE POLAR BEAR U

8.00 FRIDAY and SATURDAY – 7.00 MONDAY to THURSDAY

BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 15

8.15 FRIDAY and SATURDAY – 7.15 MONDAY to THURSDAY

JARHEAD 15
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Save The Children
North Argyll Branch

COFFEE
MORNING

Regent Hotel
Oban

Sat 25th February
10.30 - Noon

baking, plants, jewellery,
bottle & bric-a-brac stalls,

raffle.

COMUNN GAIDHEALACH
AN OBAIN

Local interest evening

OLD OBAN

by Bob MacCulloch
 (in English)

Free High Church Hall,
Oban

Friday 24th February
at 7.30pm

Tea and Biscuits
 Admission £3

CEILIDH DANCE
Saturday 25th February

7.30pm to midnight
Victory Hall,
Benderloch

Tickets, Adults £5,
Children £2

(payment on the door)
Cakes & Sandwiches

provided
Good music, bar, raffle

All profits towards
Barcaldine Village Hall

SNX

SUNDAY NIGHT EXTRA

Modern informal worship with

singing led by H2O Praise Band

with a talk from

Rev Angus Morrison

7.30pm 26th Feb

Corran Esplanade Church

All welcome

no church , any church

RNLI Oban

Fundraising Branch

LAKELAND LIMITED

Talk on cross section of Lakeland

products plus tastings.

No sales on the night

Wed March 1st

In Church of Scotland Centre,

Glencruitten Road, Oban

at 7.30pm. Ticket inc supper £3.50

DIABETES UK

North Argyll Voluntary Group

An Open Meeting

Monday 27th February

7.30pm

Church Centre

Glencruitten Road, Oban

To discuss the formation of the above group

All interested parties and carers are invited.

OBAN FLOWER CLUB

(affiliated to SAFAS)

ANNUAL DINNER
Thurs 2nd March

7pm for 7.30pm

McTavish's Kitchens, Oban

Demonstrator:

Alan Beatty, Co Tyrone, Ireland

"GALLIMAUFRY"

Tickets £20 - from The Flower Basket,

Stafford St, or The Flower House,

Stevenson St, Oban

Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £11.85

(plus VAT)
This section is available to

charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed on the
Public Notice Page Please ask

for details

To advertise
in the

WHAT’S ON
COMMUNITY

NOTICE
 BOARD
Telephone:

01631
568000

FROM one of the world’s finest pipers, to youngsters
making their debut the audience at the Nether Lorn Pip-
ing Society had a superb night’s entertainment.

The guest piper at the society’s February meeting in
the Argyllshire Gathering Halls was Roddy MacLeod
MBE, from Cumbernauld.

Roddy gave an excellent performance, which was
greatly appreciated by those present and it was clear to
see why he is considered one of the finest pipers in the
world.

Roddy not only played outstandingly well but he took
the time to introduce his tunes and gave the history of
the piobaireachd he played, which was A Flame of Wrath
for Squinting Patrick.

Also providing support on the evening were four young

Superb night

at Nether

Lorn Piping

Society
chanter players who were performing in front of an au-
dience for the firth time.

They were Gavin MacMillan, James MacPherson,
Ruairidh MacKinnon and Duncan Buchanan, who all ac-
quitted themselves very well.

Also performing on the night were two members of
Oban Pipe Band, Emma Law and Callum MacLeod who
both gave fine performances, which were enjoyed by the
audience.

As always Iain Hurst was master of ceremonies and his
piping knowledge and relaxed style added to the enjoy-
ment of the evening.

The next recital will be on March 15 at the Argyllshire
Gathering Halls and it will be a club night when all the
pipers will be form the Argyll area. All welcome.

IT HAD everything but the
honeymoon.

The Highland Wedding
Show held in Oban’s Corran
Halls on Sunday brought
everything needed for a spec-
tacular Highland wedding
under one roof. There were

The Highland Wedding Show models take to the stage in Oban's Corran Halls on Sunday. t08wed01

Highland Wedding Show has

everything but the honeymoon
32 exhibitors, almost all from
the Argyll area. Among the
more popular stands were the
chocolate fountain and wine
tasting.

There were also 32 local
models who paraded a
number of dresses and kilt

outfits. Two of the town’s
hairdressing salons gave
on-stage hair and beauty
demonstrations which were
projected onto large
screens. Organiser Nicky
Murphy  said: ‘The point of
the show is to let people

know they don't have to go
to the city for their dream
wedding, everything they
need is right on their door-
step.'

Live music was provided
by the Allestri String Quar-
tet from Taynuilt. Outside

the Corran Halls was a vin-
tage Rolls Royce and even
a horse and cart to show
two modes of transport for
a wedding day.

A steady stream of visitors
all agreed it was a very suc-
cessful day.

THE FIRST night of a new
slimming club in Oban at-
tracted more than 50
women through the doors
but no men.

Lesley Jeffries, who is Ar-
gyll team manager of Slim-
ming World, said a club in
Campbeltown had been

Argyll team manager Lesley Jeffries, far left, with helpers and new members of Slimming World in
Oban’s Masonic Hall. t08slm01

Women turn out for Slimming World - but

men are conspicuous by their absence

running for more than a
year with more than 100
members, of which around
30-40 are men.

In a tremendous achieve-
ment Lesley said the
Campbeltown group had
lost 163 stone in six
months last year. Lesley

said: ‘We asked the men if
they wanted their own
club but they didn’t be-
cause they enjoy the laugh
with the women too much.
We teach them how to feel
good about themselves.  It
is not about embarrassing
people.’ The club which

meets at Oban’s Masonic
Hall meets every Wednes-
day night is open to both
sexes and people of all
ages.

Slimming World works on
‘food optimising’ and pro-
motes healthy eating and
activity.

OBAN Gaelic Choir
turned out in force to en-
tertain the Taynuilt audi-
ence last Saturday at An
Comunn Gaidhealach,
Meur Chruachain.

The Chruachain branch
got a three for one deal
from the choir.

Popular
Choir member Iain

Crichton was Fear and
Tighe for the evening and
conductor Sileas Sinclair
brought along her accor-
dion as well as the choir
singing in both halves of the
evening.

Another popular per-
former during the evening
was clarsach player Rosie
Morton.

Abundance
The night opened with

piper Daniel Johnstone of
Oban followed by Eilidh
MacInnes dancers: Kerrie
Anne Ramsay, Louise
MacLachlan and Karina
Black.

Throughout the pro-
gramme there were slots for
soloists to appear and Meur

Oban Gaelic Choir and other performers at the Meur Chruachain ceilidh last Saturday. t08cel01

Oban choir entertain in Taynuilt

Chruachain had them in
abundance. All appearing
on stage were: Riona
MacInnes, Sarah Sinclair,

Colin Donnelly, Murdo
MacLeod and Mary
MacKinnon.

A large collection of

prizes were up for grabs in
the raffle and the draw for
that and the vote of thanks
were given before Oban

Gaelic Choir closed the
programme. The evening
ended with the singing of
Soraidh Leibh.

OBAN minister Rev Andy
Campbell said one last
goodbye to friends, col-
leagues and Church of
Scotland members at a
party in the Argyllshire
Gathering Halls at the
weekend.

More than 200 guests at-
tended the evening which
looked back on Rev Camp-
bell’s 26 years in Oban.

Rev Campbell, minister

Rev Andy Campbell and his wife Fiona pictured at their leaving party with
Oban’s Julie Robertson, aged nine, and Amelia MacAllister, aged eight,

while Sandra Clark, Lake Falconer and Roy Wood look on. t08and01

Church of Scotland says

goodbye to Rev Andy
of Kilmore and Oban par-
ish of the Church of Scot-
land, is leaving to take on a
new role which will see him
encourage congregations
around the country to take
on a more modern way of
worship.

Administrator
At the party last Friday

Andy and his wife Fiona
were presented with a
camcorder and a cheque

from the congregation. The
camcorder was presented
by Sandra Clark who has
been church administrator
for 30 years.

There were also gifts
from the War and Peace
Museum and the church
choir.

Master of ceremonies was
Roy Wood with Lake
Folconer leading the trib-
utes.
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Heritage funding comes to the aid of Stornoway’s town hall

A HUGE cash injection is being given to Stornoway to
restore its crumbling town hall and Female Industrial
School as part of a town centre regeneration.

Heritage Lottery Fund is giving £1.2 million to
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar from its UK-wide Townscape
Heritage Initiative (THI).

The news was greeted with delight by the comhairle,
which is striving to ensure the heart of the town remains
vibrant, colourful and economic.

The idea behind granting the cash, apart from
maintaining the town’s sense of history, is to create new
jobs, said Colin McLean, Heritage Lottery Fund Manager
for Scotland. He added: ‘We hope it will also act as a

lever for additional funding and helping to address
economic and social decline.’

Councillor Angus McCormack, chairman of Stornoway
Regeneration Group, said the news was very welcome.

‘It will help us to make significant investment in
Stornoway and its historic buildings,’ he said.

The historic heart of the town forms part of an
Outstanding Conservation Area and the money will go
towards work to fix inappropriate changes which the
comhairle feels do not complement historic buildings that
have survived untouched or have been restored
sympathetically.

The handsome town hall will be the main focus of the

restoration scheme, with vacant floor space being brought
back into use.

It was opened in 1929 by Thomas Bassett Macaulay of
Montreal, president of the Sun Life Assurance Company
of Canada.

His father, Robertson, who had also been the company’s
president, was, until he emigrated to Canada, brought up
on Lewis by an aunt following the death of his Uig-born
father in Fraserburgh.

The town hall replaced one built in 1905 which was
completely destroyed by fire in 1918.

The Female Industrial School in Keith Street was
opened in 1849, having been built the previous year by

Lord and Lady Matheson. It was dedicated to the
education of the poor and to provide education for island
girls and was highly respected in its day.

Adjacent properties of both buildings will also be
included in the improvement works.

Donnie Macaulay, chief executive of Western Isles
Enterprise, said he regarded the grant as a significant
one.

‘A sense of place is integral to our strategy and we look
forward to supporting key elements of the Stornoway
THI, which will realise economic opportunity from the
town’s historic value and bring vacant and under-used
properties back into use,’ he said.

MULL woman Jan Such
Pickard is back from three
months as a peace monitor
in Palestine and has some
tales to tell.

Jan, from Bunessan on the
Ross of Mull, featured in
The Oban Times last
autumn as she set off to
spend three months as a
peace monitor with the
E c u m e n i c a l
A c c o m p a n i m e n t
Programme in Palestine
and Israel, known as
EAPPI.

Donald MacLaughlan of
Strachur was also a

Jan with Zahara, a Palestinian widow, at a checkpoint that separates Zahara from her olive trees.

Back from Palestine with a story to tell

volunteer with this
programme and he is only
just returning, so the pair of
them have strengthened the
links with the West of
Scotland and the West
Bank.

Both Donald and Jan both
have many tales to tell. Jan
is a member of the Scottish
Storytelling Network and it
is in this capacity she will
be at the Corran Halls on
March 7 with a lively
collection of tales from
different parts of the world,
from Iona via the Andes to
the little town of Jayyous

where she was based for
three months in Palestine.

The stories are in prose
and in verse for all ages.

‘At points we may be
reminded that what has
happened to the Palestinian
people is very like the
Highland Clearances,’ said
Jan. At other points Jan
makes connections
between the journeys
recounted in old stories and
our own significant stories.

As a member of the Iona
Community, committed to
work for justice and peace,
Jan said that at points, as

she prepared to travel to the
Middle East, she felt small,
inadequate and slightly
ridiculous - like a hobbit!

So, for her story telling
evening at the Corran Halls
she has chose the title of
Bilbo Baggins’ biography,
There and Back Again.

Free bus

travel from

this April

MORE than a million peo-
ple are set to benefit from
the new Scotland-wide free
bus concessionary travel
scheme due to be intro-
duced from April 1 this
year.

Older and disabled people
will be able to use their new
national entitlement card to
travel free anywhere in
Scotland on local buses and
long-distance scheduled
coaches. However, less
than half of those entitled
to claim free travel have
applied for a card and those
who have not yet applied
are being urged to do so as
only 400,000 cards have
been allocated.

According to a recent sur-
vey, 83 per cent of older
Scots would like to see
more of their home country,
with 72 per cent likely to
take a day trip, short break
or holiday in Scotland dur-
ing the coming year.

Executive change at

Gaelic Media Service

DIRECTOR of the Gaelic
Media Service (GMS) John
Angus Mackay will relin-
quish his post in June this
year.

Announcing this decision
Neil Fraser, GMS chair-
man, said: ‘John Angus
wishes to be free to pursue
other interests and respon-
sibilities.

‘He has made an out-
standing contribution not
only to Gaelic broadcasting
but to Highlands and is-
lands and Gaelic develop-
ment in general over the
past 30 years.

‘In recent years he has
been a lead player in the
campaign to establish a
Gaelic television channel.

‘The Gaelic community is
indebted to him for his dili-
gence and dedication.

‘The Board of GMS is
grateful for his assiduous ef-
forts on behalf of the organi-
sation and of the Gaelic ra-
dio and television audience.

‘We wish him well in his
future endeavours.  His
considerable talents and
experience will be an asset
to any enterprise with
which he is associated.’

Mr MacKay said: ‘Now
that a Gaelic channel and a
new structure for Gaelic
broadcasting are imminent,
the time is right for me to
pursue other opportunities
and undertake new chal-
lenges.

‘The quest for a better
deal for Gaelic broadcast-

Gaelic Media Services
chairman Neil Fraser.

ing has been demanding but
exciting.

My enjoyment of it has
been due in large measure
to the support of an excel-
lent staff and of successive
boards.

Neil Fraser said that the
search for a new head of the
GMS will proceed in par-
allel with organisational re-
structuring in anticipation
of the new channel and the
continuing discussions re-
garding a GMS-BBC part-
nership to manage and op-
erate it.

BBC Scotland Controller
Ken MacQuarrie said:
‘Through his work with
Comataidh Telebhisean
Gàidhlig,  Comataidh
Craolaidh Gàidhlig and the
GMS, John Angus has led
the way on a whole range
of projects.

‘His contribution has been
of immense value and ben-
efit to Gaelic audiences and
to the Gaelic community as
a whole.’

An Comunn in

cash crisis

Connel

crash lorry

driver keeps

licence

A LORRY driver who
crashed into a car in Connel
has kept his licence despite
receiving enough penalty
points to have it revoked.

Henry Caulfield, aged 64,
of 5 Hawkwood Way,
Stonehouse, Larkhall, pled
guilty to driving without due
care and attention at Oban
Sheriff Court on Monday.

Caulfield crashed into the
back of a car which was
carrying a woman driver, her
mother and five children on
August 10 last year.

The vehicles had crossed
Connel Bridge and the crash
occurred at the junction onto
the A85. There were no
injuries.

Defence agent Edward
Thornton said: ‘If he loses his
licence he will lose his job.

‘The vehicle in front of Mr
Caulfield stopped suddenly.

‘At that moment Mr
Caulfield was looking to his
right to check for any traffic
coming and although he
braked in time the
momentum took his lorry
into the back of the car.’

Sheriff Douglas Small
imposed three penalty points,
bringing Caulfield’s total
points to 12, enough to have
his licence taken from him.

However, Sheriff Small
said: ‘There are special
circumstances in this case
and this is a suitable case for
me not to disqualify you.’

Caulfield was also fined
£500.

Oban

parents

group

A GROUP of parents and
grandparents from all walks
of life are now over halfway
through their parenting skills
course, held weekly at
Parenting Matters at the
Kelvin Hotel, Oban.

Sheena MacLean,
proprietress of the Kelvin
Hotel, kindly offered Parent
Network, the organisation
running the course, use of her
premises.

Sheena is interested in the
project because of her own
background working in the
voluntary sector.

The hotel has been a hive
of activity as some members
of the group have also been
working on starting up a new
group called Parents
Together.

Parents and family
members with a parenting
role will soon be able to meet
other parents at this group,
talk over parenting issues and
get support.

With several already
committed to starting the
new group, anyone interested
in being involved in
organising or helping with
Parents Together can phone
Janet Gibson on 01631
563832, Gil Stewart on
01631 567198 or Colline
MacKiggan on 01631
567217.

FATIGUE and a ‘difficult
working relationship’ be-
tween the captain and chief
officer contributed to a ma-
jor explosion in an oil
tanker which serves the
west coast and Western
Isles.

The BP tanker Border
Heather was leaving
Grangemouth oil refinery
on October 31 2004 when
the front of the vessel
caught fire.

It had loaded 3,000 tonnes
of fuel and was heading to
Shetland and Orkney when
an explosion in a motor
room occurred after leaking
petrol ignited after coming
into contact with electrical
equipment.

The fire was put out after
40 minutes and no-one was
hurt.

Four ships had made up
BP’s coastal fleet of tank-
ers but they were to be re-
placed by three new ves-
sels, of which the Border
Heather was the first. It had
only been in operation for
just over a month when the
explosion happened.

A report into the explo-
sion and fire, carried out by
the Marine Accident Inves-
tigation Branch, noted that
the chief officer had been
overworked on the new
vessel.

It stated: ‘He was faced
with modern equipment,
the operation of which was
foreign to him and which
had its own teething prob-

lems, together with difficul-
ties associated with cargo
operations that resulted in
spillages and incorrect ship/
shore figures.’

The report added that the
chief officer had not had
much sleep but had previ-
ously done the same while
working on the older fleet
with which he was more
familiar.

The report said: ‘In short,
his service on the older ves-
sels was unchallenging and
reasonably free of stress
and anxiety.’

It went on to state that the
chief officer was working
as a second officer as well
as understudying the deliv-
ery voyage master and was
faced with more technology
on the Border Heather than
he had been used to.

‘Performing both of these
roles almost certainly over-
loaded the chief officer,’ the
report concluded.

The chief officer also
failed to keep the captain
informed about the leaking
petrol which was a ‘mis-
judgement’ and had its ori-
gins in the difficult relation-
ship between the two.

The report concluded that
the crew did not have
enough time to become fa-
miliar with the Border
Heather and ‘...were ex-
pected to overcome various
problems and learn about a
comparatively sophisti-
cated vessel while operat-
ing her commercially’.

Border Heather

explosion report

highlights on-

board problems

Sheila Kerr, senior care officer, with manager
Morag Telfer and North Argyll Eventide Home
Association secretary Margaret MacPherson.

t08nor01

SHEILA Kerr is the latest member of staff at North Argyll
House in Oban to pass a Scottish Qualification Authority
certificate with help from Argyll Training.

The Health and Social Care Adult Level 3 certificate pro-
vides Sheila with the qualification to back up the work she
already carries out at the North Argyll Eventide Association
home at the top of Dunollie Road. Sheila joined North Ar-
gyll House four years ago after serving as a nurse on Ward
B at Lorn and Islands District General Hospital in Oban.

She said she enjoyed the experience of getting to know
the residents, something that she didn’t have in the hospital.

Sheila achieved her SQA in a year, with the help of Argyll
Training assessor Jill Millar, who said that Sheila had car-
ried out the course in record time using a ‘paper-free envi-
ronment’.

Certificate for carer

THE BALANCE sheet put
before members of An
Comunn Gaidhealach does
not make happy reading.

‘Disturbing’, ‘particularly
difficult’ and ‘hard’ are just
some of the words that
accompany the figures in
the annual report for 2004
- 2005 that has been sent
out to members ahead of the
annual meeting, which will
be held on March 10 at the
Argyll Hotel, Dunoon.

An Comunn might have
to join forces with other
organisations to continue.

Perth Mod
It suffered a loss during

the financial year which
saw the Royal National
Mod take place in Perth, at
a loss of £27,760; the high
cost of renting venues in the
city centre hit An Comunn
hard.

Its Gaelic newspaper An
Gaideal Ur traded at a loss

with costs of £76,522 but an
income of only £21,897.

The wage bill, pensions
and costs rose from £29,731
the year before to £101,09.

‘The accounts for 2004-
2005 show a somewhat
disturbing loss of £76,148
due to income remaining
static while costs continued
to rise,’ said Alasdair Mac-
innes, treasurer in his
report.

‘Wages and salaries were
£7,000 higher due to the
employment of our
development officers
without full funding.

‘Payments were also
made to cover the absence
of a chief executive and
there was also a
reallocation of wages and
salaries between the Mod
and An Comunn.’

But he said that major
changes are taking place
within An Comunn which

will result in a greater
control of spending.

The good news is that the
figures for 2005-206 will
show a better financial
picture because of the
success of the Western Isles
Mod.

‘The amount received
from Bòrd Na Gàidhlig is
not as much as we would
like as it is in the position
where its own resources are
restricted at this point in
time,’ said Mr Macinnes.

‘Difficult’
President of An Comunn

Angus Macdonald admitted
that this had been ‘a
particularly difficult year’.

He said it was quite clear
that urgent steps needed to
be taken to restructure and
modernise An Comunn in
order to safeguard its
future.

‘We are no longer in a
position where we can rely

on grant funding from Bòrd
na Gàidhlig and there can
be no certainty as to the
payment which we can
expect each year.

‘The amount of grant is
based on us being able to
provide Bòrd na Gàidhlig
with a clear statement on
how these funds are to be
allocated.

‘If the day ever comes
when the Bòrd is unable to
provide funding then we as
an organisation are in a
financial position which
may be unsurmountable.’

He warned: ‘We need to
continue to be seen as an
organisation determined to
fight for our language and
culture. A huge amount of
work still requires to be
done if Gaelic is to prosper
and survive and we need  to
be seen to be co-operating
with all the other Gaelic
organisations.’
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Pilgrims look for Australian

saint-to-be’s Lochaber roots

FORT William residents are
objecting to two masts
being built to measure wind
speeds at Loch Arkaig and
Druimfada.

Councillors on Highland
Council’s Lochaber area
planning committee are
being recommended to
allow the masts to be
operated by North British
Windpower Limited despite
the objections.

The ‘anemometer’ masts
were originally given
planning permission in
August 2003 and installed
on the sites in 2004.

The company appealed to
the Scottish Executive to

overturn a decision by
Lochaber area planning
committee not to give
consent.

Now it is applying for a
temporary extension until
March 2007 to allow it to
further test the area’s
suitability for a wind farm,
which is what objectors fear
most.

A report to the committee
by council planning
officials stated: ‘Although
two representations have
been received, comments
pertaining to these
applications representing a
precursor to a possible wind
farm are both premature

and irrelevant and have no
bearing to the
determination of the current
proposals. It would be
inappropriate to prejudge
the fact that the information
obtained of wind, its
direction, strength and
consistency may at some
time in the future be used
to support an application for
the development of a wind
farm. Such a proposal
would be the subject of a
separate planning appli-
cation and would require to
be considered on its own
merits and be accompanied
with an environmental
assessment.

‘It is not inconceivable
that the information
gathered may render the
two sites unsuitable for the
development of a wind
farm. It is therefore
necessary to emphasise that
the planning assessment of
this application must be
confined to the anemometer
masts themselves.’

The report stated that the
mast at Loch Arkaig will be
largely hidden from public
view by steeply rising
ground. The Druimfada site
is within an area of open
moorland above and to the
west of a built-up area. It is
fronted by an extensive

plantation which will lessen
the impact. The company
says the extension is needed
to collect more data on
wind resources in the areas.

The council says the
applicant has indicated a
willingness to provide the
affected communities with
any useful information as
and when it becomes
available but stressed that
the data needs to be
analysed prior to any
decisions being made.

Councillors will make
their decision at a meeting
of Lochaber area planning
committee on Monday
February 27.

Lochaber film hits the big screen

NEXT month renowned
corporate and personal
development coach Jack
Black will present his two-
day Mindstore programme
in Fort William.

The event, entitled
Encouraging Success in the
Highlands, gives indivi-
duals and businesses the
chance to learn simple
techniques that can
transform the way they live
and do business.

Jack normally runs his
Mindstore events in major
cities such as Glasgow,
Manchester and London

and has worked with many
of the United Kingdom’s
top companies.

Outdoor Capital Limited
has worked with Lochaber
Enterprise to bring Jack up
to Lochaber.

The aim is for businesses
and individuals here to
benefit from Jack’s
innovative approach.

The catalyst that led to the
event coming to Lochaber
was local man Gavin
MacKinnon, hospitality
manager for Crannog
Concept, attending his
second Jack Black event

last October. He came away
from the event brimming
over with the possibilities
that Jack could offer the
Highlands and islands.

Gavin said: ‘Jack Black’s
Mindstore events have had
a huge impact on my life.

‘They’ve allowed me to
set goals that I never
thought I could achieve,
and taught me ways to
reach them.

‘I see so much potential in
the Lochaber community to
be more successful, not just
with businesses and sports
teams but in encouraging

people to make the most of
their lives.

‘Jack teaches techniques
that can help us all get more
out of our lives.’

Finlay Finlayson,
chairman of Outdoor
Capital of the UK, said:
‘Lochaber has already
shown that by pulling
together we can make a
huge difference.

‘For example, The
Belford campaign and the
formation of Outdoor
Capital of the UK Limited.

‘But this doesn’t happen
enough.

‘Too often in the
Highlands we complain
about things when we
would be better coming up
with ways to fix them.

‘I’d urge everyone to
come along to the event. It
will help us all set and reach
goals that will make us all
more successful.’

Encouraging Success in
the Highlands is open to all
and will be held on Monday
March 27 and Tuesday
March 28 in the Nevis
Centre, Fort William.
� See advertisement on
page seven.

Skye students

jump on

band wagon

YOUNG film makers from Lochaber High School hit
the dizzy heights of fame when they won an award for
their movie, titled Poached Salmon Eggs, which was
filmed and produced in Lochaber.

The group received a commemorative plate and a £200
cheque from ‘Scooby’ Patterson after winning a Fort
William Mountain Film Festival competition.

The young people had been involved in writing a script
which was then entered into a competition run by the
MacAninch Trust Fund. The winning script was turned

into a short film with the help of Cal MacAninch and
director Ian Bustard. The story, written by John
MacGillivaray, Martin MacLeod and Alistair Morrison,
features young boys living in the Fort William area who
decide to go on a fishing trip with a difference.

The boys encounter a water bailiff who teaches them
the importance of protecting the fish stocks and managing
the river.

Cal MacAninch also presented the boys with their Duke
of Edinburgh certificates for Film Making.

The young film makers with their award.

WE WERE chatting to a barmaid about customers who, in
days gone by, would use their dogs as a pretext to get out for
a drink.

We remembered some of the high street public bars taking
on the mantle of Crufts with dogs of all descriptions out for
‘a walk’. Today we can’t think of a hostelry which would
entertain dogs and our friend came up with the hilarious
circumstances of the last pub to ban dogs. She recalled being
in the Maryburgh when, a number of years ago, it was under
different ownership.  At closing time the licensee efficiently
cleared the bar of customers but was rather disconcerted
when he was left with three dogs on the premises.

It transpired that two of the dogs were owned by customers
who had been ejected during the course of the evening and
the third belonged to a customer who had forgotten that he
had taken his dog for a walk.

The experienced licensee had dealt with some tough
customers but nothing had prepared him for the snarling
dogs, who were refusing to leave without their minders.
After half an hour and dexterous use of a bar stool, which
would have done credit to a lion tamer, the awkward
customers were shooed out into the high street.  The next
morning a ‘No Dogs’ notice appeared on the door of the
premises.

� � �

CUE FOR the true shaggy dog story of Sandy who never
left his dog in the pub.

Quite the opposite, in fact, because when his sheepdog
became bored he would often call for taxi to take the dog
home to Camaghael whilst he remained for another
dram.  The story of the taxi driver, summoned by Sandy,
coming into the pub and shouting ‘Taxi for MacAulay’
is part of Lochaber folklore.

� � �

A READER has been in touch to complain about an entry
regarding Fort William Football Club on an internet site,
which details all the football grounds in the United Kingdom.

Most of the content is fairly accurate and complimentary.
For example: ‘Claggan Park is probably the most picturesque
ground in British football. It would be even better if they
could screen the electrical substation at the far end of the
ground with a few trees.’

The contributor states that there is a ramshackle covered
stand on the road side of the ground but the best views are
had from the opposite side, behind the dugouts. He also
claims it is a bit disconcerting to tuck into a mutton pie at
half-time and realise there are sheep grazing behind the far
goal!

Nothing too controversial there but the entry under car
parking is a cause for concern. In bold type it reads: ‘Do not
park your car in the estate before the ground. Park it in the
club car park or leave it in town and walk. This is advice
from Fort William Football Club themselves, as the estate
they back onto is very rough and theft is high.’

Now before Claggan residents become apoplectic over this
libellous allegation, we should point out we have been in
touch with a club official who was most concerned about
this information. He disassociated the club from the
offending remarks and, like ourselves, does not believe that
anyone connected with Fort William FC would have uttered
such an adverse comment.

We have passed on details of the internet site to the club
who will take steps for the removal of the offending words.

� � �

DID YOU have ticket number 26 when you attended
Lochaber Burns Club supper?

If so, club member Scott Nolan would like to hear from
you. Scott arrived home with the wrong jacket and his
only clue to its owner is the ticket in a pocket. The owner
of ticket number 26 probably has Scott’s jacket and the
Marine Harvest manager would like to arrange a swap
before he emigrates to Tasmania in the near future.

Don’t be put off by the word jacket. As Scott is 6 feet
five inches tall the ‘jacket’ he has in his possession may
be your coat and the new trench coat you have acquired
may be Scott’s jacket.

It seems it is a tradition of the Burns Club for jackets
to be swapped. A few years ago, on the day following the
supper, a member of the club was attempting to open up
his joiner’s yard with the keys of a surgery whilst a doctor
was considering calling out the joiner because the keys
of the joiners wouldn’t work the locks of the surgery.

� � �

OVER the years shinty fans in Lochaber have, in the cold
light of day, admired the nous and tactics of Kingussie Shinty
Club as it racked up victory upon victory.

Teamwork has always been the key to its success and the
Badenoch community appear to have taken up that ethic in
its fight to save the Wade Centre, its equivalent of Invernevis
House.

At last Thursday’s Highland Council Care Homes Sub-
Committee meeting in Inverness it pulled off a win to rival
any Camanachd Cup success when the Wade Centre was
withdrawn from the hit list of homes to be put out to private
tender.

The irony is that the Wade Centre was on the original hit
list of six homes to be privatised and at a late hour was joined
by Invernevis House thanks to the votes of three Lochaber
councillors and an abstention from a fourth. In shinty terms,
three own goals and a glaring miss in front of an open goal.
One councillor had a change of heart and joined at least two
colleagues in support of Invernevis House.

Let us hope that those councillors who are offside at
present, start pulling for Team Lochaber. This is a subject
we will return to for some time to come, certainly until the
council elections in May 2007.

� � �

Charlie’s Challenge 2007: Lotto numbers 7-11-20.  No
takers so prize money for this week is £200.

Don’t forget this week’s ceilidh in the West End Hotel
on Saturday February 25, which features gold medallists
from previous National Mods in the Gearasdan.

Lochaber Past Times - from the
archives of The Oban Times

100 years ago
FORT William Amateur Dramatic Association made its first
public appearance in the town hall on the evening of
Thursday last, when there was a large and representative
audience.

Indeed, many failed to gain admission and the necessity
for a bigger hall was on the occasion amply demonstrated.

The Sunart lead mines are still idle. The start that was
recently made met with little success.

Most of the column inches were taken up by tributes to the
late James Chinnery Haldane, Episcopal Bishop of Argyll
and the Isles, whose funeral took place 100 years ago this
week at St Bride’s, North Ballachulish.

He served as a bishop for 23 years having been consecrated
at St Andrew’s, Fort William, on August 14 1883.

40 years ago
IN 1966 amateur dramatics again took pride of place in Fort
William Town Hall with nine teams, eight from Lochaber
and one from Barcaldine, competing over three nights in
the Scottish Community Dramatic Association’s district
finals.

Caol Choral and Dramatic Club’s ‘B’ team won the festival.
Joint runners-up were Caol’s ‘A’ team and Glenfinnan
Dramatic Club. Thus a situation, which aroused controversy
last year, arose again.

A ruling stipulated that only one team from each club could
go forward to the divisional finals so Caol ‘A’ team had to
give way to Arisaig Dramatic Club.

After a meeting on Tuesday night in Kilmonivaig Junior
Secondary School, Spean Bridge, parents voted three-to-one
in favour of a scheme to close the secondary department.
Under the plan for secondary re-organisation, all pupils
would transfer to Lochaber High School or Lochyside Junior
Secondary.
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Police files

Wheel trims

stolen

SOMETIME during the
night of Wednesday
February 15 four wheel
trims were stolen from a
Peugeot car parked in
Ballachulish.

Parked car

vandalised

SOMETIME between
February 12 and 17, a
Vauxhall Vectra parked on
Park Road, Ballachulish,
was vandalised.

Guest house

light damaged

ABOUT 6.30pm on Friday
February 17 a light
illuminating a guest house
sign at a house at
Lochyside, Fort William,
was damaged by a youth
wearing a red top and light
coloured trousers.

Vehicle

vandalised

SOMETIME between 1am
and 10am on Sunday
February 19 a Sierra car
parked on Carn Dearg
Road, Claggan, was
vandalised.
� Anyone with
knowledge of any of these
incidents is asked to
contact Fort William
police station on 01397
702361 or the confidential
line on 01397 702000.

Members of the public
may also report any crime
or anything suspicious by
telephoning Crime-
stoppers on 0800 555111.

A NINETEENTH century
nun who fed Australia’s
poor children and is being
proposed as Australia’s first
saint has led to Lochaber
becoming the destination
for pilgrimages from the
other side of the globe.

St Margaret’s Church in
Roy Bridge has a shrine to
Blessed Mary McKillop, an
Australian nun who opened
the country’s first free
school for children in 1861.

Eventually Mary
McKillop had 17 free
schools under her care and
dedicated her life to the
education of Australia’s
poor children.

Mary’s father, Alexander
McKillop, was raised in
Roy Bridge at Cranachan
Croft, another important
place for the pilgrims.

Her mother, Flora
MacDonald, was born in
the Ben Nevis Inn in Fort
William High Street.

Blessed
In 1995 Pope John Paul II

declared Mary ‘blessed’
during a visit to Sydney -
an important step towards
formal acknowledgement
as a saint.

Before that, in 1973, she
became the first Australian
to be formally proposed to
Rome as a candidate for
canonization.

People can only become
saints if the Catholic church
finds evidence of miracles

connected with them. In
1961 Mary’s spirit is
believed by followers to
have helped a terminally ill
woman overcome cancer.

Pilgrims are now heading
to the tiny Lochaber village
to find out more about the
early life of her parents.

Mary McKillop set up her
own order, the Sisters of St
Joseph, in 1866, which was
dedicated to the education
of poor children.

Australian nuns Sister
Patricia Keane and Sister
Rose McDonald, from the
Australian order, have set
up home in Fort William so
they can help nuns from
their order and pilgrims
coming to the area.

Insight
Sister Patricia said that

they are here to look after
nuns from the Sisters of St
Joseph’s and give them an
insight into the area.

She said: ‘They want to
come and get in touch with
the land and the countryside
and see the place where
Mary’s parents came from
and get a feel for the
Scottish connection with
Australia, because Mary
always acknowledged that
strong Scottish connection.

Faith
‘When she visited

Lochaber in 1873 Mary
said that the faith in
Scotland was great and
strong and that it was

wonderful to meet the
people of the area where her
parents had grown up.’

The nuns guide visitors
around the main areas the
pilgrims are interested in
including Roy Bridge, Glen
Spean and Fort William.

Sister Patricia added: ‘Our
work here is finding and
putting together a little
location map to point places
out to people.

‘At Roy Bridge there is an
old cemetery where a lot of
Mary’s great-grandparents
would be buried.

‘We have taken sisters to
the Roy Bridge Church and
to the croft.

‘There was also once a
convent on the site of
Belford Hospital, which she
visited.

‘Our work here is to make
the story of Mary McKillop
more widely known.’

Sister Patricia added that
people across the world
prayed through Mary
McKillop and that ‘great
things had been
happening’, although the
Catholic church is ‘wisely
cautious’ about verifying
miracles too early.

Shrine
There are Mary McKillop

Centres in every state in
Australia and shrines in
New Zealand, Ireland, Peru
and East Timor.

At St Margaret’s Church
in Roy Bridge there is a

small shrine to Mary and a
Mary McKillop Centre
could be a possibility in the
future.

Sister Patricia added: ‘It
would be great to have that
down the track but we are
not going to force that on

local people, yes if there is
interest and people want to
know more we will go
further.’

Sisters Patricia Keane and Rose McDonald.

Broadband

bus tours

Lochaber

A BROADBAND bus will be
touring Ardnamurchan, stop-
ping off at Kilchoan,
Glenborrodale, Acharacle,
Strontian, Lochaline and
Ardgour this week.

The bus, which contains a
broadband satellite connec-
tion and 10 computers, will
be staffed to provide home
users, community groups,
and businesses, with impar-
tial broadband information
and advice.

During 2005, Highlands
and Islands Enterprise (HIE)
and the Scottish Executive
launched the Broadband for
Scotland Rural and Remote
Areas initiative, providing
broadband for a large number
of communities throughout
Scotland and now, every tel-
ephone exchange in
Ardnamurchan can supply
basic broad-band.
� Bus timetable: Thursday
February 23 - 9.30am to 12
noon, Kilchoan Community
Centre; 1.30pm to 3pm,
Glenmore Visitor Centre,
Glenborrodale; 4.30pm -
7pm, Acharacle Village
Shop.

Friday February 24 - 10am
to 12.30pm, The Village
Shop, Strontian; 3pm - 5pm,
The Lochaline Hotel,
Lochaline; 6.30pm to 8pm,
The Inn at Ardgour, Ardgour.

No change

to Skye

bus services

THERE will be no disruption
to the Inverness to Skye or
Ullapool bus services after
the company operating the
routes for Scottish Citylink
gave up its tender.

From March 26 Rapsons
Coaches will stop providing
buses for the long haul
journeys because it wants to
concentrate on its ‘core
business’ of school runs and
local routes in the Highlands.

A Scottish Citylink
spokesman said it would be
talking to local operators
about taking over the services
but were not in a position to
give any more details.

The spokesman said: ‘We
can assure passengers that
there will be no disruption to
current services.

‘It will be a seamless
transition.’

Fort William residents object to

Lochaber wind farm mast plan

them has been very high.
We have certainly achieved
our initial sales targets.’

Calum MacVicar,
financial director, added:
‘The company is already
quite profitable but while
the bottom line is
important, producing a
quality product and
maintaining good customer
service is what we really
aim to achieve. We raised
our initial funds by holding
a raffle at the end of school
term and all of us have
risked some of our own
money on the venture.’

The wrist bands are
available in most Skye
shops and can be ordered
over the internet.

SIX HIGH school students
from Skye are jumping on
the band-wagon and
forming their own
company.

The students, from
Portree High School, have
taken advantage of a craze
among young people for
wearing wristbands and
formed a company to
design and sell them.

The group is taking part
in a Young Enterprise
competition to claim the
prize of Young Enterprise
Company 2006.

Managing director Calum
Montgomery said the
company had spotted a gap
in the market for high
quality wristbands
promoting the Isle of Skye.

Company directors had
collaborated on the design
of the bands and an initial
run of 1,000 bi-lingual
English and Gaelic bands
had been commissioned.

Sales and marketing
director Tracy Meicklejohn
said: ‘Several hundred of
the distinctive blue and
white bands have already
been sold and demand for

SOME courses offered at
Highland secondary
schools could be dropped as
schools struggle to meet a
new national agreement on
teaching hours.

A £769,000 grant from
the Scottish Executive to
Highland Council will be
spent entirely on primary
schools meaning some
secondary schools could
face hard choices on
whether or not to drop some
subjects.

Bruce Robertson, High-
land Council’s director of
education, said: ‘If we were
to give every school in
Highland an additional
hour for each teacher, the
total bill would be £2.7
million, and in the case of
secondary schools, £1.4m.
It is clear therefore that we
are not in a position to
allocate additional funding
to all schools for this
purpose.

‘Because primary schools
have little flexibility in their
staffing levels, they must be

our first priority as regards
the additional allocation to
meet the 22.5 hour class
contact week for teachers.
This is where all our
allocation will go.’

The staffing level of
secondary schools is
determined by the roll of
the school, the statutory
requirements for staff to
pupil ratios and the national
agreement on the working
week for teachers.

Mr Robertson added:
‘Secondary schools have
greater flexibility in staffing
and we have therefore
indicated to secondary
schools that they will have
to absorb the impact of the
22.5 hour class contact
week within their current
staffing complement.

‘The reality for most
schools is that there are
courses which attract very
small numbers of pupils
and it is understandable that
they are looking at hard
choices in the senior
school.’

Highland schools

face hard choices

Outdoor capital company lines up renowned

motivation guru to guide Lochaber to success
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A VIEW FROM

THE TOWER

By McCAIG

Your letters

THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 words

in length for publication on this page. The editor also reserves

the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print them.

Names and postal addresses must be supplied, including

on e-mails, to indicate good faith. A daytime telephone

number is also required for verification. Anonymous letters

or those supplied without a contact telephone number will

not be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The Oban

Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5PY. Fax (01631)

568001. E-mail editor@obantimes.co.uk.

Dunollie Road Church Dramatic Club 1953

This week’s flashback photograph features Oban’s Dunollie Road Church Dramatic Club performing the three-act play The Lady
from Edinburgh in 1953. Pictured, back row, left to right, John McCulloch, Maragret Maule, Netta Watters, Bill Niven, Margaret
Falconer and George McKay. Front, Jean Edwards, the Very Rev James Whyte and Enid Henderson. The photo was submitted by

Margaret Falconer of Glenmore Road, Oban. We would like readers to send in ‘Flashback’ photographs. Please send prints to
The Oban Times, ‘Flashback’ Photo, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Prints must be accompanied by a caption, name and

address, stamped addressed envelope and telephone number. Each month a photo will win £10.

Letters to the Editor
Telephone: 01631 568000

Fax:01631 568001
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB
e-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk www.obantimes.co.uk

GLASGOW LETTER

Night with a

difference

FOR THOSE of us who
have been attending ceilidh
dances for years, and in my
case this goes back to the
hey days of the
Highlander’s Institute in the
1960s, the annual buffet
ceilidh of the Glasgow
Argyll Association man-
aged to throw up some
surprises.

When did you last
perform a Bavarian Strip
the Willow or a Swedish
Masquerade? Probably
never, I am sure, but many
of those in attendance were
experts leaving the rest of
us spectating in admiration.

The hall at Hillhead
Sports Club was an
excellent venue for this
function.

The catering was of the
usual high standard and
with the dancing
interspersed by songs, in
Gaelic and English, from
Mod Gold Medallists Mairi
MacArthur and Norman
MacKinnon, the capacity
crowd, which included
many who had travelled
from distant parts of Argyll,
thoroughly enjoyed the
evening.

Clydebank

ceilidh

THE RECENT ceilidh at
Clydebank lived up to the
expected high standard and
members were particularly
pleased to welcome vice
president John MacKay,
aged 93, who was visiting
from his home in
Lochgoilhead.

It was again pleasing to
see youngsters taking to the
stage. Resident piper Philip
Barlow opened proceedings
and there were songs from
Norrie MacIver, Lewis, and
Sineag MacIntyre, South
Uist, both students on the
Traditional Music Course at
the Royal Scottish
Academy of Music and
Drama.

Norrie showed the
versatility expected of
students on this course by
playing outstanding
selections on a borrowed
accordion.

The ever-popular Freddie
MacKenzie from Oban also
sang and Mairi MacArthur
contributed the Scot’s songs
for the evening. Musical
accompaniment was
provided by Anna Cameron
and Mark Wylie ensured
proceedings ran smoothly.

Members and friends of
Clydebank will now be in
good form for their annual
dinner this coming
Saturday.

St Columba’s

ceilidh

SIX YEARS ago a party
from St Columba’s
travelled to Oban to host a
ceilidh and it was agreed
then that their friends would
reciprocate.

A promise is a promise
and at long last both parties
managed to arrange a
suitable time for this ceilidh
to take place. It was well
worth waiting for!

‘The best ceilidh for
years’ was the often used
comment from those who
packed the hall. The
resounding choruses could
be heard afar as singers
Freddie MacKenzie,
Catriona Fair and Archie
MacLean, yet again defying
his age, captivated their
audience.

Ably supported by piper
and accordionist Alasdair
MacDonald and
accompanist Kirsteen
Grant, Donald MacKinnon,
in the chair for the evening,
ensured the success of the
evening.

Unfortunately news came
through that Mairi
MacKenzie, Mairi
‘Renfrew’ as she is
affectionately known, had
been involved in a car
accident not far from the
church.

Mairi is currently in the
Western Infirmary. We wish
her a speedy recovery and
look forward to her return
to the local scene to which
she has made an invaluable
contribution over the years.

Choir concert

OFTEN my problem is
which function to attend but
not this coming Friday.

I have been ‘ordered’ to
attend the Glasgow Islay
Gaelic Choir Concert in
Kessington Hall at 7.30 pm.

It should be an excellent
night’s entertainment with
both the senior and junior
choirs exhibiting the hard
work they have put in over
the winter months. See you
there.

A Skyeman

of science

ON FRIDAY March 17
Professor Norman
MacDonald with Cailean
MacLean will speak on the
life of Professor Magnus
MacLean - a Skyeman of
science.

Tickets for this event,
which will take place in
Partick Burgh Hall at
7.30pm, cost £10 and £5 for
students.

Oban High

School annual

dinner

FORMER pupils of Oban
High School are again
reminded that the annual
dinner of the Glasgow
branch will take place on
Saturday March 11 in the
Swallow Hotel.

Tickets are available from
Anne Byiers 0141 943 0281
or Isobel Ross 0141 563
9729.

Ronnie

MacDonald

AFTER being unwell for
many years, Ronnie
MacDonald, Arisaig,
retired Detective Inspector
of Strathclyde Police, died
on February 10.

We extend our sympathy
to his wife Rachel and
daughters Anne, Mary,
Rona and Karen and their
families.

Anne was a member of
Glasgow Islay Gaelic Choir
for many years.

Diary dates

Thursday February 23:
Jenna Reid and Kevin
MacKenzie, St Andrews in
the Square.
Friday February 24:
Helensburgh Highlander’s
Association, cabaret dance,
8pm, Albany Dance Band.
Glasgow Islay Gaelic
Choir, annual concert,
Kessington Hall, Bearsden,
7.30pm.  Glasgow Uist and
Barra Association, ceilidh
dance, Community Hall,
Whitefield Road, Ibrox,
9pm.
Saturday February 25:
Clydebank and District
Highlander’s Association,
Dinner Dance. Motherwell
and District Highlander’s
Association, ceilidh dance,
Dalziel St Andrew’s Church
Hall, 7.30pm. Glasgow
branch An Comun, family
ceilidh, Partick Burgh Hall,
7.30pm.
Friday March 3: Glasgow
Islay Association, annual
gathering, Partick Burgh
Hall, 7.30pm. Dance, Oran
Mor, 10pm to 2am, with
Fergie MacDonald’s Band.
Edinburgh Argyll Asso-
ciation, ceilidh, St Mark’s
Church Hall, Castle
Terrace, 7.30pm.
Saturday March 4:
Stirling An Comunn,
ceilidh, Lesser Albert Hall,
7.30pm.  Glasgow Tiree
Association, dinner dance,
Hilton Grosvenor Hotel, 7
for 7.30pm.
Thursday March 9:
Comunn Taobh-an-Iar,
closing ceilidh, Kessington
Hall, 7.30pm.

Pub scene

FOR FANS of Skerryvore
all roads lead to the Park
Bar where they will be
performing on both
Saturday and Sunday
evenings this weekend.

Gary Forrest will provide
the Friday entertainment.

In the Islay Inn, Beetroute
will play on Friday and it
will be Campbell Brown
and Johnnie Scoullar on
Saturday.

Neil Murray, telephone
0141 954 8105. Email
neilfmurray@yahoo.co.uk.

press policy

WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all
our reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that,
on occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of
producing the biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors
in print.

If you find an error of fact on our pages please write to The
Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 5PY
giving your day-time telephone number where possible. This
statement of policy will appear on this page every week along
with any corrections or clarifications.

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’
Commission’s Code of Conduct.

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily
those of this newspaper.

Millions for

council

HARDLY has there been
time for the ink on the fine
detail of Councillor Allan
Macaskill’s Argyll and Bute
Council budget for the next
financial year to dry than he
has another calculation to
make.

Sometime this week, the
Scottish Executive will
announce the final settlement
for the financial year that is
about to end in six weeks’
time. And it is good news for
the local authority except that
deputy Finance Minister
George Lyon, who just
happens to be the MSP for
this constituency, has stated
publicly that he expects the
council leader to use the
major part of the £4.58
million payout to provide
‘full personal care’ for those
who have been denied it
since last November when it
was announced that there
was no cash in the kitty to
provide the statutory
entitlements for frail, ill and
elderly constituents.

As a result of this failure to
meet the assessments for
more than 100 of those
entitled to ‘full personal
care’, there has been bed-
blocking in hospitals and
there have been those who
had elderly relatives at home
requiring far more than those
attempting to look after them
could provide.

Now, every year this final
settlement by the executive
comes along about the same
time as the council’s budget
has to be declared. It should
not be beyond the wit of a
local authority employee in
the treasurer’s department to
seek the necessary
information from his
counterpart in the executive’s
finance department as to
what the level of the final
payment for 2005-06 might
be. Given that this might have
been too difficult, or
allegedly unethical, what was
to prevent Councillor
Macaskill asking George
Lyon, Deputy Finance
Minister, for information on
what was liable to reach the
council’s coffers before the
end of this month?

I know the cost of ‘full
personal care’ is a nightmare
for all local councils which
is why they have been landed
with it to administer.

Neither the executive nor
the NHS health trusts wanted
to have anything to do with
it, having studied what
former First Minister Henry
McLeish had announced.

But I pose this question:
which is more important,
ensuring that everyone who
needs ‘full personal care’
receives it or promoting
trivialities, such as the Young
Scot Card and a whole range
of similar schemes?

Damning

report

EARLY last week, an
anodyne media release
arrived to tell us that the
report prepared for the
Accounts Commission,
entitled ‘Argyll and Bute
Council: The Audit of Best
Value and Community
Planning’ was generally

favourable apart from some
matters that might need a bit
of attention.

Having read the report, this
was undoubtedly a pre-
emptive strike. Far from
telling councillors and
administrators that they are
doing a good job, the report
does exactly the opposite in
almost all cases.

The chief executive and
many heads of departments
come in for repeated
criticism as did the ruling
group of independent
councillors. Not to put too
fine a point on it, those who
compiled the report felt that
there was a lack of joined up
administrative thinking.

It acknowledges that the
local authority carried out
traditional accounting
systems but failed to realise
that these may not now
provide ‘best value’ which
the authors were seeking.

Indeed, there is praise for a
number of initiatives that the
council has started but
condemnation of a repeated
failure to follow these
through and keep all
councillors informed of their
progress.

It is somewhat ironic that
social housing is singled out
for praise by the officials who
compiled the report but the
tenants don’t share that view.
Recently, they voted by an
enormous majority to support
the joint stock transfer option
of moving to Argyll
Community Housing
Association and away from
local government control. It
will be interesting to see how
the Strategic Policy
Committee responds to this
report and whose heads will
roll. One thing is certain no
councillor will resign as
some should. The exit
package in 2007 is too
attractive for that.

Gun airgead

a rithist

FOR READERS who don’t
have Gaelic, the heading
translates as ‘skint again’.

And, of course, I could only
be referring to An Comunn
Gaidhealach, the language’s
oldest support body. The
annual report for 2004-05 has
just been issued as part of the
papers for the annual general
meeting in Dunoon next
month. It would appear that
as more money flows into An
Comunn’s coffers the more
cash strapped it becomes.
The treasurer’s report opens:
‘The accounts for 2004/05
show a somewhat disturbing
loss of £76,148 due to
income remaining static
while costs continued to rise.

‘Also the Mod, from which
An Comunn expects to derive
income, did itself show a loss
largely due to the high costs
of venues in Perth.

‘The loss of ‘An Gaidheal
Ur’ was around £15,000.’

As far as the latter is
concerned there are two
solutions: make it viable by
going bi-lingual or ditch it.
At present, more copies are
disposed of unread in
newsagents’ waste bins than
even get home to light the
fire!

Turas dhan Fhiaclair

THÀINIG orm a dhol gu fiaclair ùr air an t-
seachdain seo.

Tha mi air a bhith a’ frithealadh an aon
fhiaclair bho chionn bhliadhnaichean agus
bha e a’ còrdadh rium fìor mhath - uill cho
math is a chòrdas turas gu fiaclair ri neach
sam bith. Ged a bhiodh e a’ bruidhinn fhads
a bha e ag obair, cha robh e a’ foighneachd
cheistean dhomh fhads a bha a chròg na mo
bheul agus mo bheul straoindte fosgailte.
Bha dealbhan èibhinn air mullach na h-
ionad-leigheis agus tanca le eisg a’ snàmh
gu ciùin ri mo thaobh. Bha an t-àite cho
comhartal is a dh’ iarradh tu. Ach bho chionn
ghoirid dheònaich e a dhol prìobhaideach.
Agus toilichte is gun robh mi leis an t-
seirbheis a bha e a’ toirt seachad,  bha seo a’
dol an aghaidh nam prionnsapalan agam -
gu h-àraid seach gu bheil mi, còmhla ris a h-
uile neach eile, air a bhith a’ pàigheadh cìs
airson seirbheisean slàinte bho chionn
iomadach bliadhna. Às dèidh don fhiaclair
ùr sùil a thoirt air na fiaclan agam thuirt i
nach robh iad feumach air aire bhuaipese ach
gum b’ fheàrrd iad beagan aire bhon t-
slàinteachair - seo facal a rinn mi fhèin suas
- ma bha mi deònach. Cha robh mi air a
leithid a fhrithealadh roimhe seo ach dh’
aontaich mi a comhairle a ghabhail. Cha do
dhùin a beul, a’ foighneachd cheistean, fhads
a bha mi nam shìneadh anns an t-sèithear
agus mo bheul fosgailte làn ionnsramaidean.

‘Am bi thu a’ coimhead East Enders?’ ‘Uh,
uh.’  ‘Dè mu dheidhinn Coronation Street?’
‘Uh, uh?’ Agus mar sin air adhart. Mu
dheireadh dh’ iarr i orm mo bheul a sgoladh
agus fhads a bha e làn stuth-sgolaidh dh’
fhoighneachd i dhomh an robh  planaichean
agam airson an deireadh sheachdain. Bha mi
dìreach a’ dol a chur a-mach na bha na mo
bheul a dh’ fhoighneachd dhith carson a
bhiodh planaichean agam airson an deireadh
sheachdain nuair a thàinig e a-staigh orm gun

robh rèidio a’ dol anns an ionad-leigheis ged
nach tug mi an aire thuice seo agus bha Terry
Wogan ag ràdh aig an dearbh àm, ‘They stick
a lump of rubber in your gob and then they
ask you if you’ ve got plans for the week-
end.’

Theab mi tacadh ach gu fortanach bha mo
chùlaibh rithe. Nuair a chaidh mi dhachaidh
bha mi ag innse dhan Bhodach mun
chòmhradh annasach a bha seo. ‘Uill,’ ars
esan, ‘’s e do choire fhèin a th’ ann. Carson
a thagh thu fiaclair boireann?’ Theab mi
grèim a thoirt às.

Phrases

Thàinig orm a dhol gu fiaclair ùr - I had to
go to a new dentist. Cho math is a chòrdas
turas gu fiaclair ri neach sam bith - as well
as anyone enjoys a visit to a dentist. Fhads a
bha a chròg na mo bheul - while his fist was
in my mouth. Agus mo bheul straoindte
fosgailte - and my mouth wide open.
Dheònaich e a dhol prìobhaideach - he chose
to go private. Thuirt i nach robh iad feumach
air aire bhuaipese - she said that they did not
require attention from her. Ach gum b’
fheàirrd iad aire bhon t-slàinteachair - but
that they would be the better of attention from
the hygienist. Seo facal a rinn mi fhèin suas
- this is a word I invented myself. Cha robh
mi air a leithid a fhrithealadh roimhe seo - I
had not attended such before now. Fhads a
bha e làn stuth-sgolaidh - while it was full of
rinsing fluid. An robh planaichean agam
airson an deireadh sheachdain - did I have
plans for the weekend. Thàinig e a-staigh orm
gun robh rèidio a’ dol anns an ionad-leigheis
- I realised that there was a radio playing in
the surgery. Ged nach tug mi an aire thuice
seo - although I had not noticed up till now.
Theab mi tacadh - I almost choked. ’S e do
choire fhèin a th’ ann - it’s your own fault.
Theab mi grèim a thoirt às - I almost bit him.

Criosaidh Dick.

DE THA DOL?

Keep Argyll

archivist

Sir,
I am writing to express my
astonishment at the
decision of Argyll and Bute
Council to discontinue its
Archives Department after
the retirement of Murdo
MacDonald at the end of
March 2006, as reported in
The Oban Times last week.

I am a member of
Dalmally Historical
Association and we have
found the archives and
particularly the knowledge
and expertise of the county
archivist invaluable.

We have been extremely
fortunate to have such a
resource in this area and I
feel the council has made a
short-sighted decision. It is
a shame the local historical
groups were not consulted
over this matter.

I hope the council reviews
its decision and appoints a
successor to Mr
MacDonald.
Kate Craig, Dalmally
Historical Association.

Maintain

the legacy

Sir,
Argyll and Bute Council
should feel proud of the
area’s rich heritage and the
preservation of local
archives by the council
archivist.

The archivist has
extended his services to
schoolchildren, historical
societies, the Argyllshire
diaspora in Britain and
abroad and to countless
people with an interest in
Argyll and Bute.

This service has been
provided for the past 30
years by Murdo
MacDonald, who is to retire
at the end of next month.

There can scarcely be a
publication about Argyll
published during these
years that has not
mentioned Murdo as a
source of information.

I would doubt if there can
have been a finer
ambassador for Argyll and
Bute Council than Murdo
and I can understand the
feeling he would be
irreplaceable.

However, the decision
made by the council to axe
this post is, I believe,
extremely short-sighted.

The value of the archives
themselves must be
significant, but their value
extends far beyond
financial assets.  I can only
hope the council will keep
these in a way that ensures
Murdo’s legacy is
appropriately maintained,
unlike the job.
Roderick D Buchanan,
Kilmartin.

Appalling

decision

Sir,
I have just learnt there is no
intention to replace the
council archivist long-term

when Mr MacDonald
retires shortly.

This must be the most
short-sighted decision this
council has made to date. In
an area where 500,000
people visit, probably over
50 per cent of them have
either a real or perceived
connection to the area, at a
time when the rise in
interest in genealogy is
exponential and where
there are no decent family
history resources provided,
this decision is appalling.

What is happening to all
the material Mr MacDonald
has accumulated and cared
for so well in past years?

It is staggering how badly
Argyll and Bute Council
continues to neglect its duty
of care to its people.

The council’s support for
Oban library is pitiful. And
its decision to move the
library to a location with no
public transport and no
parking is not going to
improve matters.

Every other area is trying
to maximise public access
to their archives - there is a
lot of money to be made.

How can Argyll and Bute
Council be so shortsighted?
Jill Bowis, by email.

Expand the

achives

Sir,
I wish to add my voice to
the growing outcry against
the decision not to replace
Murdo MacDonald as full
time archivist in Argyll and
Bute.

The interest in finding
one’s Scottish roots has
grown rapidly in recent
years and the need for a full
time archivist in Argyll will
only increase in the future.

Murdo recently helped me
to help my Glenorchy-born
father and obtain records of
those buried in his family
plot. That quest continues.

My family has deep roots
in Argyll. My family last
lived in Tayvallich until our
1967 immigration to
Canada.  We have returned
several times for family
visits combined with
genealogical expeditions.

My father thinks himself
lucky that he has contacts
to go to for assistance.

Not only do I suggest you
keep Murdo on, but I
believe more people should
be hired to help him and
expand the service.

If it is a matter of money
that decides whether Murdo
stays or goes, I would
suggest that a well staffed
‘welcome centre’
connected with the archives
would be a bigger money
maker than you could
imagine.

There is no end to the
wealthy colonial
genealogists who would
gladly come and spend
plenty of their dollars in
Argyll, if only they thought
they could have all the
resources available.

In closing, I say that
reducing what services
Argyllshire offers to family

tree researchers is a step
backwards.  Argyllshire’s
history is its gold.
Increasing services is the
proper direction to go and
we all would be the better
for it.
Mary Fletcher Harris
Barrie, Canada, by email.

Hisorical

treasure

trove

Sir,
I was appalled to read of a
Lochaber councillor
referring to the written
history of his area as ‘old
junk’, The Oban Times,
February 9.

If the concept of an
archive centre is of stuffy
academics poring over huge
tomes in badly lit, poky
rooms, nothing could be
further from the truth. Local
record offices are used by
historians, teachers and
children, visitors searching
for genealogical infor-
mation, who bring
considerable wealth to the
area, as well as council
officials who rely on local
records to supply
information when building
warrants and planning
applications are processed.

A very large part of local
archive material is unique;
it cannot be found
anywhere else which is why
local authorities, such as
The Highland Council, are
responsible for ensuring the
preservation, effective
management and ready use
of a historical treasure trove
of proven usefulness and
immense national impor-
tance.
Iain Thornber, Knock
House, Morvern.

Big names

should pay

their way

Sir,
I read last week’s edition
with great interest,
particularly the front page
story about Asda and other
big names desperate to
come to Oban.

Surely, having made the
mistake of letting Tesco
into Oban without
demanding substantial
benefits for the community,
if further chains come to
Oban, paying for ongoing
benefits to the community
should be a condition of
entry.

I believe this has already
happened in other parts of
the UK.

An ice rink in Oban would
give the town and
surrounding areas a great
boost.

There could be
recreational ice skating, ice
hockey, curling and ice
dancing.

Oban is growing so we
need better recreational
centres for all age groups
and another place for our
youth to either strive for
excellence or just a place to
meet, relax and play,
making sure that costs are
met, in the main, by those
benefitting from Oban’s
shoppers - the national
chains.

An ice rink might even
enhance team GB’s future
Winter Olympics medal
count.
Duncan Bingham, Rock-
field Road, Oban.

Fight to save

Gaelic

Sir,
The battle to make Gaelic
the sole medium of
instruction in Sleat Primary
School, Skye, goes to the
heart of the larger campaign
to save Gaelic as a living
language.

What is one to say to those
who argue that to deny
some the right to be
educated in English is an
abuse of their civil rights?

Murdo MacLeod of
Sabhal Mor Ostaig makes
the cogent point that
English becomes the
default language in any
bilingual school. Certainly,
when Kenny Farquharson
of The Sunday Times visited
the school recently, English
was the only language he
heard in the playground.

In educational terms it is
proven that bringing up
children bilingually does
not disadvantage them. On
the contrary, in most cases
they flourish and do better
in all subjects.

Inevitably there will be a
suggestion that those
advocates of Gaelic-only in
this school are acting in an
autocratic or dictatorial
fashion.

This argument should be
considered in an historical
context. Many languages
world wide have been
subjected to English
language coercion, in
particular Welsh, but
including Gaelic and in
truth had partizons of
Gaelic displayed a more
organised and spirited
defence of their own
language the present Sleat
controversy might not have
arisen.

One can sympathise with
the parents who oppose
Sleat Primary School
becoming monolingual.
Through no fault of their
own, they have been put in
a difficult situation, but
when confronted by the
dramatic decline in the
number of Gaelic speakers
to the extent that a national
newspaper can observe
matter of factly ‘Gaelic as
a living language will be
extinct by the end of the
third quarter of the 21st
century’ perhaps they could
reconsider their position.
Lieutenant Colonel
(Retired) Colin Stewart
Winter, Kilchrenan.

Speed limit

the only

way forward

Sir,
Thank you A Buttree for
endorsing my comments.

I shall feel so much safer
driving now that I know
there is at least one state-
of-the-art vehicle and able
driver around.

Unfortunately evidence
suggests there are many
inadequate drivers and cars
on our damaged roads,
hence the many one vehicle
‘accidents’.

From experience in West
Somerset, Hampshire and
on the A420 and surroun-
ding area in Oxfordshire,
when a 40-50mph  limit is
imposed, accidents and
road wear and tear are
drastically reduced.

The roads and driving on
the west coast of Scotland

and Highlands are atrocious
and a speed limit is the only
practical solution, despite
the reckless views of ‘speed
freaks’ and greedy
commerce. Incidently, my
‘horse drawn’ vehicle is
drawn by 20 ‘horses’ and
has computer enhanced
braking!
J G and Mrs J A Tanner,
Southend, Campbeltown.

Unacceptable

language

Sir,
I was at Mossfield Park,
Oban, to watch Oban Saints
Football Club’s fine extra
time victory over Cambria.

The one thing that spoiled
my enjoyment was the
constant use of foul
language from the coaches
on the touchline.

Is this really necessary,
particularly in amateur
sport?

Had I a youngster with me
I would have left the ground
long before the final
whistle.

You expect a few verbals
on the pitch but the level of
foul language from the
sidelines was unacceptable.

Saints are our local
football club with an
excellent website and it
would be a shame for a
family atmosphere to be
spoiled.
John Cotman, Balvicar.

Lochaline

fund-raiser

Sir,
The  barbecue and  stalls  in
aid of Highland Hospice is,
indeed, held at Lochaline
Social Club.

However, the event is
organised and run by Mrs
Eilidh  MacIntyre who
deserves the recognition for
this.
Ian MacLean, chairman,
Lochaline Social Club.
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Fionnphort

THE FIONNPHORT branch of the Scottish Women’s
Rural Institute met at Creich Hall on February 1.

Guest speaker was Jan Such-Pickard, Bunessan, who
spoke on her recent experiences working on the
Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and
Israel. This is a joint project run by Churches Together,
Christian Aid, Quaker Peace and Social Witness and The
World Council of Churches.

In September 2005, Jan lived with a Palestinian family
in the village of Jayyous as an ecumenical accompanier,
a volunteer post which helps provide protection to
inhabitants through a non-violent presence and solidarity
with all Palestinians and Israelis struggling against
occupation.

Her  photographs of the people she met there showed
how difficult it is for ordinary human beings to conduct
a normal life in such desperate conditions but how their
spirit would not be broken. It was a very thought
provoking evening. Further information is available at
www.eappi@quaker.org.uk. For details on how to help
make a quilt for peace visit
www.quiltforpalestine@hotmail.co.uk.

Jan’s talk ended with a reading of her poignant poem
Narcissus, a metaphor for peace in the ‘no man’s, no
woman’s, no child’s land’ she had experienced.

Thanks went to Jan for an informative and well
presented discussion and the branch’s best wishes were
extended for her continued efforts in the peace process.

Refreshments were provided by Gill and Linda.

Kilmore

MRS STUART, president, welcomed the ladies to the
first meeting of the new year.

After business was dealt with, Mrs Stuart introduced
guest speaker Kevin Baker, head librarian for Lorn and
the islands.

Mr Baker provided a highly entertaining talk on his
life leading up to his current post and the various aspects
of the job.

This was  interspersed with fine singing from Mr Baker
who received a hearty vote of thanks from Mrs Stuart,
on behalf of the institute. Tea was served.

Competition - favourite book binding: 1 Valerie
Marshall; 2 Isobel Smith.

Salen

MICHAEL Shilson was welcomed to the February
meeting when he gave a fascinating talk about the
Japanese healing therapy of Shiatsu.

He explained that touching with gentle pressure and
massage on acupuncture points helps recovery through
self-healing. The aims of Shiatsu are to remove stress
and tension, to stimulate the immune system, to detoxify
the body by eating plenty fresh organic fruit and
vegetables and to have the will-power to be a ‘well
person’.

Michael’s presentation was followed by Ruth and
Norma’s delicious refreshments and a chance to ask the
speaker many questions.

Around the Rurals

Cash boost for North Argyll carers’ coffers

A successful Valentine’s Day afternoon at Glencruitten Church Hall, Oban, saw £500 raised for North Argyll Carers and
Crossroads Care. ‘Staff’ for the day were dressed accordingly and music was provided by young clarsach players and Oban

accordion player Craig MacFadyen. One of the organisers, Ruth Moody, said it had been an enjoyable day which was made that
bit different by the music. t07aft01

Lismore
Your correspondent
is Pauline Dowling:
01631 760 293

An NHS official has
suggested that elsewhere
volunteer firefighters have
‘played a key role following
opt out’.

Lismore volunteer
firefighters say they are in
no way trained or equipped
to replace medical
personnel as potential First
Responders.

It is not just Lismore but
all rural areas which are
geographically unsuited to
the future plans of the NHS.

Slow road to

broadband

BROADBAND is slowly
coming to Lismore, a few
houses at a time.

But the island is not going
to get the full service, only
one offering a speed of
512KB.

It has been suggested that
the problem lies in the
routing of the Lismore
service through Mull
exchanges that are not able
to carry the full speed.

Meanwhile BT engineers
are busy doing a health and
safety survey on all above
ground equipment on the
island to eliminate the
chance of any personal
injury to residents.

TIREE and Strathaven
pipers got together to strike
up the band.

Thirty one members of
Strathaven Pipe Band took
up the invitation of their
Tiree counterparts and

recently enjoyed a visit to
the island.

The bands played on the
beach at Scarinish before
Strathaven Pipe Band
entertained island senior
citizens having marched to

from Scarnish to the venue
in gale force winds.

Other highlights of the
visit included tag piping on
the beach and a fun night
in Tiree Hall.

This June, Tiree Pipe

Band hopes to visit
Strathaven for three days to
take part in the town’s gala
day and other events.

Fund-raising is underway
to help towards the cost of
the trip.

Bands get together for Tiree piping fun

Strathaven Pipe Band and their supporters in Tiree’s Scarinish Hotel.

Annual

overhaul

THE CALEDONIAN
MacBrayne ferry MV Eigg
left for its annual overhaul
on February 8.

It will be away for
approximately six weeks.

The temporary replace-
ment vessel will not be able
to carry high vehicles such
as hay lorries.

As Caledonian Mac-
Brayne did not advise
Lismore Community
Council in advance, any
farmers needing hay will
have to wait until the end
of March.

Lismore/

Port Appin

ferry

A SERVICE agreement has
been reached with Argyll
and Bute Council to
establish a bank of out-of-
hours ferrymen.

This will give ferry
passengers the right to
expect out-of-hours ferries
when required rather than
their availability being
subject to restrictions on the
ferrymens’ working hours.

However, it is of little use
as the huge rise in fares for
this service means few will
consider using it.

Concern has been voiced
about the storage of life
jackets in the luggage hold.
When the hold is full,
access to some of the
lifejackets is restricted.

Welcome back to
ferryman Alan MacKellar
after an absence of a few
months. Alan is as obliging
and friendly a ferryman as
any island could wish.

Out-of-hours

health care

THERE is great concern
about the future of out-of-
hours health care, which at
the moment is covered by
Port Appin Surgery and the
nurse practitioner.

No date has been set for
GPs to opt out but
inevitably the time is
approaching.

Jura
Your correspondent
is Sandra Muir:
01496 820180

A changing

island

THERE are a lot of changes
taking place on the island.

The vast extraction of
wood from the two forests
is producing totally
different views. The
scenery has completely
changed, opening up areas
that have been hidden for
many years.

The down side is the
steady flow of tractors and
trailers passing through the
village which has taken its
toll on roads and disturbs
the usual island tranquility.

Craighouse

care centre

BUILDING work on the
care centre at Craighouse is
well under way.

The foundations are being
laid and frames are being
built on site.

This has the added
advantage of providing

work for islanders. It is
good to see the project
progress.

More houses will be built
in the next few years as
some young former Jura
residents have returned to
the island with their
partners and are planning to
build new croft houses in
the Knockrome area.

Tobermory
Parking

outcry

PROPOSALS by Argyll
and Bute Council to charge
residents for on-street and
off-street parking in
Tobermory has caused an
outcry from north Mull
residents.

When the area committee
of Argyll and Bute Council
met recently in Tobermory,
councillors were left in no
doubt that this proposal was
regarded by most residents
as adding another cost
without any foreseeable
improvement in the quality
of life.

Richard West, repre-
senting the residents’ action
group, asked: ‘Given that
Main Street in Tobermory

is the only shopping area in
the town, have the
councillors considered the
impact this proposal will
have on the aged, infirm
and disabled residents of
Tobermory and on people
on low incomes?’

There has been no offer of
a free parking area close to
the shops and in a small
community with a fragile
economy, where residents
are already paying above
normal costs for basic
commodities, this will
cause real hardship.

Whilst everyone in
Tobermory recognises
there are traffic manage-
ment and pedestrian safety
issues on Main Street,
charging for parking is not
regarded the best solution.

Yes, the popularity of
Tobermory has brought
increased visitor numbers
for a couple of months in
the summer, but the unique
setting of the town where
locals and visitors can
mingle in the heart of the
community lends
Tobermory its essential
character.

It appears particularly
insensitive of the council to
be considering this proposal
whilst refusing to address
the disgraceful state of the
roads on Mull. The
community is therefore
working hard to get Argyll
and Bute to look at a more
sensitive solution that
places traffic management
and safety above making
money.

Invergarry
Your correspondent is
Gillean
Sangster:
01809
511292

Glengarry

Community

Council

THE FOLLOWING items
were discussed at a recent
meeting of Glengarry
Community Council:
Invernevis House, Fort
William: Fears have been
expressed to Councillor Bill
Clark and members of the
community council by
relatives of family members
who are at present resident
in Invernevis House that
there has been insufficient

Several items, which had
been discussed at previous
meetings, have now been
attended to. These include:
Marauding deer: The
forest ranger has disposed
of two hinds and a stag so
village gardens will
hopefully now be left
untouched by deer.
Pothole on A87: Councillor
Bill Clark has contacted
BEAR, the trunk roads
authority, with regard to the
pothole on the A87 at the
fish hatchery in the village.
Coping stones: The
contractor will attend to the
problem of the coping
stones at the Post Office.

Your correspondent
is Judy Forster:
01567 820298

had made the Breadalbane
Park footpath safer for
everyone.
Resurfacing of Main
Street: It was agreed that
the efficient way Main
Street, Killin, had been
resurfaced with the
minimum of disruption
should be acknowledged.
Council house transfer:
Stirling Council is
proposing to transfer all its
council houses to a new
local organisation called
Housing Stirling as it
believes it is the best way
forward for tenants and if
it goes ahead the Scottish
Executive will write off the
council’s housing debt
ensuring that every £1 rent
paid by tenants can be spent
on providing good housing
services and improving
homes. Council tenants will
have the same rights as at
present, including the right
to buy, tenancy agreements
will be the same and tenants
won’t have to move.

All council tenants will
have the chance to vote in a
ballot in spring 2006. If the
majority of those voting
vote ‘yes’ homes will
transfer to Housing Stirling
about six to eight months
after the ballot.

An unpaid board of 16
including six tenants, five
councillors and five
independent people is now
setting up Housing Stirling.

Housing Stirling’s fully
costed business plan will
show tenants how it can pay
for improvements to their
homes for the next 30 years
while keeping rents
affordable. The association
is guaranteeing a maximum
rent increase based on
inflation plus one per cent
and Housing Stirling will
consult tenants before
setting rents in the future.

Housing Stirling will have
a contract with the council
to ensure it delivers on its
promises to tenants,
including those on rents and
investment.

Every tenant will be able
to become a member of
Housing Stirling and decide
who is on the board and
Housing Stirling’s policies.
Housing Stirling will take
up the ownership of the
council’s 6,700 homes and
deliver housing repairs.
Most of the housing

employees now work for
the council will transfer
across, as will employees in
building services, so
tenants will deal with the
same faces as they do now.

There will be no change
in the way repairs are done.
Building services
tradespeople will transfer to
Housing Stirling and carry
out repairs.  A ballot paper
will be sent direct to every
tenant in spring 2006. Joint
tenants will each be able to
vote and by then more
details will be available
about Housing Stirling's
plans.

Tenants’

conference

STIRLING Tenants Asso-
ciation held a successful
conference on the proposed
business plan by Housing
Stirling ahead of a proposed
ballot to transfer housing
stock from Stirling Council.

The three main issues
were estate management,
building services and rent
and investment.

Because of a delay at the
Scottish Executive it was
not possible to present the
full business plan but
delegates discussed the
themes as part of the initial
consultation and comments
were taken back to the
community ownership
team.

Following the conference,
the Stirling Tenants
Association annual general
meeting was held and a new
committee of 14 - including
Moira Robertson from
Crianlarich - was elected.

A resolution proposing
that ex-council tenants be
allowed three places on the
committee was defeated.

SNH films

in Killin

SCOTTISH Natural Heri-
tage has been filming
scenes for an advert on the
Scottish Outdoor Access
Code.

Filming took place over
three days and shows the
responsible way for
canoeists and fisherman to
behave on the river. The
advert is due to be shown
in the last week of February
and the first week in March.

Killin

Community

council

KILLIN Community
Council met recently and
among the items discussed
were:
Waste services: Stirling
Council has spoken to
crews about returning
wheelie bins to their
original place but they are
still being left on the wrong
side of the street.
Councillor Finch is to take
up the matter.
Post bus: There is no post
bus serving Ardeonaig. A
complaint had been
received about the price rise
for passengers travelling to
Stirling. It was suggested
the community council
should campaign for
through ticketing.
Passengers have to buy a
ticket to Callendar and then
another for Callendar to
Stirling. It was asked why
the post bus no longer runs
to Callendar. It was thought
that the contract was lost as
the company involved had
stopped supplying a big
enough bus and passengers
were being left at Strathyre.

The community council
expressed concern about
the lack of consultation
about the post bus service.
It was agreed to write to try
and find out the reason.
Path lights: It was agreed
that the installation of lights

consultation with them over
the privatisation of the
home. The secretary has
been asked to write to the
Social Work Department,
Highland Region, stating
their concerns emphatically
and also giving the
community council’s strong
support to the relatives.

Tomdoun Woods: Mr
MacNally expressed his
concern, on behalf of
residents of the Tomdoun
and Kingie areas, over the
prospect of large timber
lorries using the glen road.
He feels the road is not up
to standard for the proposed
work. Councillor Clark will
make enquiries concerning
the matter.

South Laggan Church:
The Forestry Commission
has written to the council
asking if the community
would be interested in
buying South Laggan
Church. The council
replied that months would
be needed to consult with
various people to ascertain
the views of the community
before any decision could
be made.

Second bid

for Ganavan

A SECOND bid has been
launched for Millennium
funding for The Crucible,
a futuristic cultural centre
planned for Ganavan, near
Oban.

The centre will be the
first of its kind in Britain,
bringing together aspects
of the past, present and
future of the West
Highlands through a
variety of media.

The £25 million project,
expected to create 132
jobs on the premises and
indirect employment for
around another 500, aims
to bring visitors from all
over the UK and abroad,
giving a £10 million cash
injection to the local
economy.

Plans for The Crucible,
drawn up by prominent
businessmen Sandy Orr
and Bill Crerar, both from

Oban, were turned down for
Millennium cash last year.

The proposals have now
been revised and have been
lodged again with the
Millennium Commission in
the hope of attracting 50 per
cent of the capital costs.

A third of

workforce

laid off

MORE than a third of the
workers at Campbeltown
Shipyard have been laid off,
just a week after the yard
won a new order which was
meant to safeguard their
jobs.

A hold-up has delayed the
start of the work on a £1.5
million order for the
Fraserburgh-based Stead-
fast Trawling Company and
20 workers at the yard were
told last Thursday there was
no work for them for the
moment.

The yard’s managing

director John Shannon told
a workers’ meeting some
staff would have to be laid
off. Each of the 20 workers
was told they would receive
a further week’s pay but
there was no need for them
to come into the yard to
work.

Uist priest

in hiding

SCOTLAND’S most senior
churchman has appealed for
the safety of a South Uist
priest forced to go into
hiding in Equador.

Cardinal Thomas
Winning was in touch with
the embassy in Quito after
Father Colin MacInnes
disappeared this week. It is
understood he had to flee
from Commite del Pueblo,
where he has worked for the
last 10 years, after speaking
out against the government.

Father MacInnes is a
priest of the Argyll and Isles
Diocese currently on

secondment to the Society
of St James.

Support for

CalMac

ferry bid

A 3,000 name petition
calling for Caledonian
MacBrayne (CalMac) to
be allowed to operate the
proposed ferry link
between Campbeltown
and Northern Ireland has
been handed over to the
Scottish Office.

Organised by the
Scottish National Party, it
was delivered by the
party’s prospective
parliamentary candidate
for Argyll and Bute
Professor Neil Mac-
Cormick. The party
decided to circulate the
petition after reports that
the Scottish Office was
against allowing the state-
owned CalMac to become
involved.

Wallace

Optometrists

0845 230 EYES

(3937)

Call today and

book your

comprehensive

eye examination

For

 people

who

really

care

 about

their

eyesight

Sponsored by

Wallace Optometrists
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Coach House

Limousins

to 125p per

kilo at

Dingwall

DINGWALL and Highland
Marts sold 100 cattle (63
bullocks and 37 heifers) at
its weekly prime sale.

Bullocks sold to a top of
122p per kilo for a Charolais
cross from J G Ross and Part-
ners, Wester Cullicudden,
and for a Limousin from
MacIntyre Findon Farms,
both to John M Munro Ltd.,
Dingwall, and to £779 per
head for a Limousin from J
and J G Hannan, Tore Farm,
also to John M Munro Ltd.

Heifers to a top of 125p
per kilo for Limousins from
K H McKenzie, Coach
House, to Ness Foods, In-
verness, and from Cullisse
Partners and A Moore
(Drummond) Ltd. to Fraser
Brothers, Dingwall, also to
a top of £707 per head for a
Simmental cross from
Burton and Fraser Farms, to
Woodhead Brothers, Turriff.

The company also sold
1207 prime sheep with lambs
selling to a top of £50 per
head for Suffolk crosses from
J Ross, Ankerville, to Fraser
Brothers, and to 112.6p per
kilo for Texel crosses from D
Gillies, Charleston to
Woodhead Brothers.

Suffolk to

£44 at

Dingwall

DINGWALL and Highland
Marts sold 1323 store sheep
at its weekly sale with all
classes continued to sell
well.

Suffolk lambs from
Greenville fetched £44 with
Texels from the same home
and Cheviots from Rhifail
Farms to £43.

THE FINAL of Kintyre
Sheepdog Nursery Trials
was held at Skipness on
Saturday when 15 dogs ran
against  high wind and driv-
ing rain.
Result
1 B Strachan Bonnie, 92 pts
2 J Casey Moss,88 pts
3 B Strachan Cap,85
4 A.McCuish Sweep, 84pts
5 M.McNally Moss,83 pts
6 K.Greive Roy,82 pts.
Class 2
1 L.Clark Jim,91 pts
2 J.Casey Jock, 89 pts
3 J.McDonald Nan, 87 pts

Following a run off for
fourth place by Brian
Strachan (Cap) and John
McLachlan ( Taff)  the team
to represent Kintyre in the
Nursery finals is as follows:
1 B Strachan Bonnie
2 A.McCuish Sweep
3 K.Greive Roy 4
B. Strachan Cap
5 J.McLachlan Taff (reserve)

01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1

WIRE, STOCK FENCING,

BARBED, HIGH TENSILE,

MILD STEEL : BEST PRICES

TIMBER DIRECT

FROM OUR SAWMILL

Depots throughout Scotland
Delivery available

For a competitive quote

please

call

COVENTRY
for FENCING

Skipness

hosts trials

final

A DRY stone walling course designed to help to restore
part of a wall of a famous monastifc settlement on Barra,
has proved so popular that islanders are queuing up for
the next course which starts in the spring.

Led by islander Iain MacNeil, men and women on the
island enrolled on a 10-week course to learn the ancient

craft and complete the work on the boundary wall at St
Barr’s at Northbay.

Now many hope to re-enrol to learn more and other are
waiting to join, says Western Isles Volunteering Centre.

The work the islanders have done has been important
in conserving the ancient site and its environs and is the

result of an environment impact study between the vol-
unteer centre, Northbay Community Initiative and Lews
Castle College’s Barra Learning Centre.

Iain was encouraged by the community initiative to un-
dergo specialist instructor training with the Dry Stone
Walling Association in the Lake District.

The church of St Barr dates from the 12th century and is
believed to be part of a collection of buildings forming a
monastic community. One building has been restored,
the others are in ruins.

Saint Barr is thought to have set up the original church
in 620AD.

Islanders join the queue to build drystane dykes on Barra

DINGWALL -

Dingwall and

Highland Marts

Lambs
Suffolk - £44 Grenville; £39.50
Inverbrora; £29.50 Ankerville.
Cheviot - £43 Rhifail Farms; £42
Humpton; £41.50 Inverbrora.
Texel cross - £43 Grenville;
£37.50 Mulchaich; £37
Stonehouse.
Cross - £42.50 Humpton; £38.50
Ord Farm; £34 Muirends Croft.
Suffolk cross - £39.50
Mulchaich; £36.50 Rhannich;
£33.50 Delny Muir (Garvie).
Cheviot mule - £38 Dalgetty.
Blackface - £31.50 Glebe of
Deisher; £29.50 Shewglie; £23 9
Sasaig.
Ewes
Suffolk cross - £44 2 Glaick;
£40.50 Braes of Coulmore.
Texel - £42 Woodlands.
Suffolk - £40 Ankerville and
Whitebog.
Beltex - £40 Braes of Coulmore.
Cheviot - £35.20 2 Glaick; £35
Ankerville; £32 Seaview and
Davidson Croft.
Blueface Leicester - £35
Whitebog.
Charollais - £33.50 Whitebog.
Mule - £29.50 Ankerville.
Cross - £22.50 Mulchaich; £21
Glebe of Deisher and 23
Arabella.
Blackface - £21.80 23 Arabella;
£21.20 Blackford.
Wedder – Blackface - £21.50
Garthbeg.
Rams
Charollais - £34.50 Whitebog.
Cheviot - £28 Ballachraggan.

ARGYLL and the Islands
Rural Business Ring this
month celebrates a year in
operation with 110 mem-
bers on its books and a
growing number of farmers
and crofters using the ad-
vantages of membership to
buy commodities and share
machinery.

In February 2005 the first
person to sign was John
Montgomery from
Strachur.

Now his Ring member-
ship has helped John to ex-
tend his mobile dipper serv-
ice to the island of Bute,
helping to justify the major
investment in equipment.

For Brian and Janet Hill
who farm at the The Plan
on Bute dipping was some-
thing of a nightmare. They
have 1,000 sheep to put
through a system designed
for 300, and every ewe has
to be manhandled into the
dipper. When they heard
that John’s mobile dipper
was available for hire they
decided to give it a try.

A phone call to Ring man-
ager, Colin Cameron, was
all that was required to set
the arrangements in motion.

With the dipper in tow
John crossed by the
Colintraive ferry and when
he arrived at The Plan an-
other advantage of its mo-
bility became clear. It could
be placed beside the lamb-
ing polytunnel and ewes
held there overnight, dry,

whatever the weather, and
ready for an early start the
next day.

Brian Hill said:‘My wife
looks after the sheep and
with the handling required
would normally be hiring
another four people to help
with dipping.

‘With this easy to use sys-
tem she was able to work
away dipping and dosing
with just one assistant. I
was redundant and could
get on with the cattle work
- it certainly worked well
for me.’

Brian heard about the
mobile dipper from another
Bute farmer Graeme Mar-
tin, who had seen it when
carrying out work arranged
through the Ring on John
Montgomery’s farm.

Rory Colville, chairman
of Argyll and the Islands
Business Ring said: ‘Farm-
ers can be more confident
in buying high cost special-
ist equipment like the mo-
bile dipper when they know
there is a market for it
through the Ring.

‘We now have 110 mem-
bers and more and more are
coming to understand how
time can be saved, and ad-
ministration cut down, if
they phone the Ring man-
ager and leave the arrange-
ments to him.’

He said that although
farming continues to go
through a period of uncer-
tainty with the introduction

of the Single Farm payment
there are still many people
in Argyll and the Islands
determined to succeed in
the industry.

For some that means
spreading their services be-
yond their traditional area.

For example, the Ring
with its database of mem-
bers can help mainland
members who are prepared
to work in the islands and
island members whose
equipment is in demand on
the mainland.

The directors of the Ring
were grateful for the sup-
port they had received from
a number of agencies, in
particular the Scottish Ag-
ricultural Organisations
Society, Argyll and the Is-
lands Enterprise, Argyll and
Bute Council, Whelk
Leader + and Scottish Ex-
ecutive Environment and
Rural Affairs Department.

While the Ring has con-
centrated on farm related
services in its first year the
aim is to extend its services
gradually to other rural in-
dustries in the area.

The Annual General
Meeting of the Ring takes
place in the Templars Hall,
Tarbert this Friday, 24 Feb-
ruary at 2 pm.

Prospective members and
other interested people
looking for information
should contact the manager
Colin Cameron on 01369
860117.

Argyll ‘ring’

celebrates

first year

success

STRAIGHT, healthy trees
are good for timber but old,
misshapen and damaged
trees are usually better for
wildlife!

I was reminded of this re-
cently on a wet and windy
walk from Port Appin. This
took me round the headland
which looks down the Lynn
of Lorn, between mainland
Argyll and the Isle of
Lismore.

There are some impressive
high cliffs round the head-
land. These were created dur-
ing the ice age when the sea
level was considerably
higher than it is now - the
subsequent drop in level
leaving a ‘bench’ between
the cliffs and the shore, on
which a variety of trees now
grow. The older broadleaves
are draped with lungwort and
other lichens, benefiting
from the humid climate and
the purity of the air.

A cluster of more than
fifty small, brown toad-
stools growing on the
mossy trunk of an old wil-
low caught my attention.
Woodland toadstools are
most numerous in autumn
but some species, such as
the glistening inkcap, also
fruit in winter, especially
where sheltered from frosts.

The glistening inkcap,
also known as the glittering
toadstool, is an attractive
fungus which grows on
dead wood. It takes its
names from the scattering

When visiting woodlands in winter, look for toadstools such as these
glistening inkcaps

of tiny granular crystals
which decorate the cap of
young specimens, but these
grains, made of calcium
oxalate, soon disappear as
the toadstool ripens.  Each
bell-shaped cap, up to 3cm
across, is yellowy or or-
ange-brown with a pale
stalk. A distinctive feature
is the parallel grooves on
the outside of the cap. Like
other types of inkcap the
gills may turn to a black liq-
uid as they ripen, a process
called ‘autodigestion’.

The glistening inkcap of-
ten grows on tree stumps
and fallen logs, though

sometimes, as here, ascends
mossy trunks. However the
hidden network of threads
or ‘mycelium’ of the fungus
feeds only on dead wood
rather than the living tree.

Further on I noticed a
gnarled sycamore, with
thick mossy roots raised
above the ground. A flurry
of movement caught my
eye and I went over to in-
vestigate. I was delighted to
see a weasel, which darted
to and fro beneath the roots,
occasionally stopping to lift
its head and look at me.

The weasel is very simi-
lar to the stoat, with red-

dish-brown fur and a white
underside, but lacks a black
tip to its short tail. It is also
significantly smaller, an
adult male being not much
more than 20cm long, ex-
cluding the tail, and the fe-
male is even smaller.  Our
smallest carnivore, its main
diet is mice and voles,
killed by a sharp bite on the
back of the neck. Weasels
are solitary for most of the
year, but mating takes place
in early spring, with a first
litter born around May and
usually a second in late
summer.
Highland Darter

Nature Times

John Montgomery takes his mobile dipping unit throughout the west coast from his Strachur base as demand from the Argyll and
the Islands Rural Business Ring increases

STIRLING -

United Auctions

Lambs  : Guardswell (Tex)
£55.50, Luckenburn and
Guardsweel and Leyden (Tex)
£54, Claysyke (SuffX) £50.80,
Over Kepdowrie and Fullarton
(SuffX) £49.50, Kettleshill
(SuffX) £49.20, Blegbie (SuffX)
£49, Coates (SuffX) £48.80,
West Bracklin (BF) £47, Coates
(Mule) £46.50, Little Kilchatten
and Invermilton and East
Skeroblin (BF) £46, Burnshot
(BF) £45, Dalchalloch (BF)
£43.50
Lambs per kilo: Longafuld (Tex)
130.2p, Guardswell (TexX)
126.1p, Luckenburn &
Guardswell (TexX) 125.5p,
Easter Greenhill (TexX) 119.2p,
Coates (TexX) 118.1p, Meikle
Camoquhill (SuffX) 117p,
Glenmollachan (BF) 115.6p,
Blairquhamrie (SuffX) 113p,
Claysyke (SuffX) 112.8p,
Fullarton (SuffX) 112.5p, Little
Kilchattan (SuffX) 111.9p,
Glenmollachan (Chev) 110.5p,
West Bracklin (BF) 110.2p,
Burnshot (BF) 109.7p, Little
Kilchatten (Chev) 109.5p,
Dalchalloch (BF) 108.7p,
Glenmollachan (Chev) 108.3p,
Hattonknowe (Chev) 107.8p,
East Skeroblin (BF) 107.3p,

Texels to

£55.50 at

Stirling

UNITED Auctions Stirling
had 2786 prime sheep in-
cluding 1820 hoggs (aver-
age 109.7p/kg) and 966
ewes and rams at its sale on
Thursday when Texel
lambs from Guardswell
sold to £55.50 and to
130.2p per kilo for Texels
from Longfauld.

STIRLING -

United Auctions

Bullocks – Crofthead (SimX)
£740, Auchenbrae (BBX) &
Wester Mye (CHarX) £735,
Craigannet (LimX) £730,
Kittmuirhill (BAX) £705,
Browntod (AAX) £610, Killellan
(HF) £450
Heifers – Auhensalt (CharX)
£630, Auchenbrae (LimX) £615,
Auchensalt (BAX) £605, Easter
Borland (SimX) £600, Carsloe

Charolais to 141p per kilo at

United Auctions Stirling

UNITED Auctions Stirling had 723 store cattle and 88
cast cows, plus 1042 store and feeding sheep at Kildean
on Wednesday.

Bullocks sold to 141p for a Charolais cross off Logan
to average at 121.9p per kilo while heifers sold to 138p
per kilo for a Simmental cross off Back O’Muir to aver-
age 117.2p per kilo.

Cast cows sold to 91p per kilo for a Simmental cross
off New Blainslie to average at 65.3p per kilo.

Hoggs sold to £45.50 for Texel crosses off Balegra while
in-lamb Mule ewes from Linkshead sold to £52.

DINGWALL -

Dingwall and

Highland Marts

Bullocks - £774, Brae of
Balnabeen (Cha), 121p Findon
(Lim); £773 Findon (Lim), 120p
Brae of Balnabeen (Cha) and
Tore Farm (Smx); £760 Easter
Arboll (Lim), 118p Redfield
(Lim).
Heifers - £694 Hilton (Lim),
121p Drummond (Lim); £690
Wester Balloan (Lim), 119p
Coach House (Lim); £686
Pithogarty (Chx), 116p Dunain
Mains (Lim).
Sheep
Texel cross - £49 Charleston,
112.2p The Cloy; £48.80 The
Cloy, 108p Pithogarty; £45.20
Balintraid, 104.2p Wester
Cairnglass.
Cheviot - £48 Raitcastle, 111p
Coulags; £47.20 Pithogarty, 110p
Fasach; £46.20 Polly Estates and
Fasach, 108.9p Raitcastle.

(BBX) £560, Nawmoor (AAX)
£525,
Bullocks per kilo – Logan
(CharX) 141p, Dykes (SimX)
140p, Craigannet (LimX) 135p,
Bangour (BBX) 138p,
Brackenhirst (BAX) 127p,
Browntod (AAX) 125p, Drum
(HF) 95p,
Heifers per kilo – Back O’Muir
(SimX)138p, Shutterflat (BBX)
127p, Auchenbrae (LimX) 125p,
Dykes (BAX) 122p, Hattrick
(AAX) 120p
Cast cows – Bield (CharX)
£595, Ardgairney (HF) £590,
Teasses (SimX) £560 & £555,
Howslack (limX) £535,
Bulls – Templehall (SimX) £580,
Carnegie Pl (AA) £535, The
Ross (Lim) £540
Hoggs  – Balegra (TexX) £45.50,
Shieldhill (SuffX) £37.80, Stuck
(X) £37.50, Lyonscross (ChevX)
£35.80, Gibbalston (Mule)
£35.50, Stuck (BF) £31.20,
Ewes – Balegra (Tex) £43.50,
Achavoulig (BF) £17.80
Rams – Auchnehew £30.50
In-lamb ewes – Linkshead
(Mule Twins) £52, (Triplets) £44,
(Singles) £34

Suffolk cross - £47 Blargie,
Fornighty and Ankerville, 110.6p
Ankerville; £46.80 Munro
Farms, 110p Charleston; £46.50
Balintraid, 105.4p Balblair.
Mule - £46.80 Balvaird, 95.7p
Fornighty; £44.20 Blackford,
95.6p Alvie Estate; £42
Fornighty, 95.5p Balvaird.
Cross - £46.50, 101.1p Munro
Farms; £46 Pithogarty, 100p
Coulags; £43.50 Brin Mains, 98p
Blargie.
Cheviot mule - £45, 98.2p
Lochdhu.
Texel - £44.50, 107.2p Blargie.
Blackface - £44, 101.2p Coulags;
£42.50, 98.8p Balintraid; £39.20,
98p Alvie Estate.
Ewes
Mule - £28 Ballachraggan.
Rams
Texel - £23 Ballachraggan.

Market

reports

THE NEWLY revived.
branch of North Argyll
Young Farmers Club held a
very successful progressive
whist drive which was held
on Friday  in Kilmore Vil-
lage Hall to raise funds for
club activities.

A good turnout and light
hearted friendly banter
added to the evening, as did
the enthusiastic consump-
tion of tea, sandwiches and
home baking whilst score
cards were being checked.

The results verified by
cardmaster for the evening,
Neil MacCorkindale, were as
follows; First gent  A Dickie,
Second gent W Neilson, First
lady W J Neilson, Second
lady J Neilson.

Booby prizes went to S.
Anderson and N Jordan.

The club aim to make this
a regular activity and the
good news is you don’t have
to be young or a farmer to
enjoy its whist drives.

This precedes, The Na-
tional Young Farmers
Competion Weekend in
which Oban can expect
more than 300 young farm-
ers to descend upon Oban
for the National Winter
Competions.

Various events will take
place over this coming
weekend, this will include,
10- pin bowling, Member
of the Year Award and a
dance on Saturday night.
Also five aside football,
senior speechmaking and
the all important quiz on the
Sunday.

The next event the North
Argyll club have planned is
an inaugral annual dinner
dance which will be held in
Taynuilt Hotel.

North Argyll

Young Farmers

rekindle club

GAMEKEEPERS from
throughout the west coast
will gather at Scone Palace
next month for the 13th an-
nual Scottish Gamekeepers’
Day being held near Perth
on Wednesday March 8.

The day will feature both
presentations and discus-
sion to pass on the latest
information on the Animal
Health and Welfare (Scot-
land) Bill, avian flu, deer
culling at Caenlochan, tour-

ism and food hygiene.
A sporting clay shoot will

be held in the afternoon
with a number of prizes on
offer, including the Calor
Gas Cup. The top three
shots will qualify for the fi-
nal of the BASC National
Gamekeepers’ Clay Shoot
to be held at the Midland
Game Fair, Weston Park in
September.

British Association for
Shooting and Conservation

(BASC) Director for Scot-
land, Colin Shedden, said:
‘We are delighted to return
to Scone Palace and are
grateful to our host Lord
Mansfield for making the
Palace and grounds avail-
able.

‘Keepers, stalkers and
ghillies from across Scot-
land will be there, exchang-
ing news and views with
each other, with our guest
speakers and BASC staff.

‘The gamekeeper’s role
now covers a wide range of
activities extending from
the traditional through to
being a professional coun-
tryside manager, preserving
habitats for a wide range of
wildlife.’

The event is free and open
to all BASC Scotland Game-
keeper members. For more
details please contact BASC
Scotland on 01350 723 226.

Scottish gamekeepers host day near Perth

Crofters fear environmental

‘hijacking’ of reform bill
CROFTERS’ concerns that
environmental lobbyists and
quangos are ‘hijacking’ the
consultation into the draft
Crofting Reform Bill were
voiced at a meeting in Appin
this week.

A well attended meeting of
the North Argyll branch of
the Scottish Crofting Foun-
dation (SCF) was addressed
by Crofters Commission
chairman David Green and
Highlands and Islands MSP
Jamie McGrigor.

Mr McGrigor said there
was concern that bodies such
as Scottish Natural Heritage
(SNH), Scottish Environ-
mental Protection Agency
(SEPA) and the Royal Soci-
ety for the Protection of Birds
(RSPB) Scotland appeared to
be attempting to impose their
ideologies into any legisla-
tion.

He said: ‘It [the consulta-
tion] should take into account
the grass roots of crofting,
that is the coalface and what
working crofters actually
need.  These people have
been working the land for
centuries.  It is important that
the Bill is for the benefits of
crofters and not given over
to a kind of political dogma.’

Mr McGrigor said he is
writing to Environment and
Rural Affairs Minister Ross
Finnie to call for a  evalua-
tion into what crofting is
finacially worth to Scotland.

Other issues debated in-
cluded why a new bull hire
scheme has not replaced the
interim scheme, why the high
rate of the Croft House Grant
Scheme (CHGS) does not
apply anywhere in Argyll,
the preservation of quality
crofting in-bye land from

housing development and the
way in which crofters would
like to see the Crofters Com-
mission itself evolve.

Crofters Commission
chairman David Green said
he enjoyed the ‘full and frank
discussion’ and was happy to
allay fears that the Bill would
put a monetary value on
crofts and open up specula-
tion.

He said: ‘It was an oppor-
tunity to correct some mis-
understandings. There is
nothing about market values
in the Bill.  Let’s be perfectly
frank, this is the Scottish Ex-
ecutive’s Crofting Bill, not
my Bill.  It is about sorting
out aspects of crofting.

Speaking from a crofter’s
viewpoint the commission
chairman said he didn’t
know a ‘hijacking’ of the
consultation was true was

true although he said that
bodies such as SNH and
RSPB are geared to making
their representations heard
better than individuals.

Mr Green added that an
announcement on whether
Arran would be invited to
become part of the crofting
counties was pending from
the Scottish Executive but
refused to confirm if the is-
land’s bid had been success-
ful.  He admitted that there
was no sense of apathy from
Arran towards the proposal
and felt there was a desire to
right a wrong in that the is-
land had historically never
been part of the counties. He
added that a packed meeting
in Brodick last year and the
100 written responses from
the islanders had been noted.
‘It is a matter for the Scot-
tish Executive,’ he added.

FOR SALE

CATERPILLAR

TRACTOR SPARES

for D4, D6 and D7

– also –

DIGGERS and BUCKETS

All types Winches and

Hill Ploughs with

Rippers, Single and

Double Mouldboards

Leibherr Final Drives

with Sprockets

Telephone

01877

330116

ABERDEEN

ANGUS

BULL

CALVES

wanted

Four weeks onwards
Telephone

07778 329 922

European Social Fund

SHEEP HEALTH - PLANNING AHEAD

New solutions for improving flock,

health and saving time & money

Speakers: Dr George Mitchell,

SAC Veterinary Services

Tristan Carre,

Oban Veterinary Surgeons

Soroba House Hotel, Oban

   Wednesday 1st March

    At 7.30 PM

Free to all farmers and crofters

  Thanks to funding from the European Social Fund

SAC, Glencruitten Road,

Oban, Argyll, PA34 4DW

Telephone: 01631 563 093

Fax: 01631 565 074

   Email: aooban@sac.co.uk

Highland cows
and calves

for sale
Telephone:

01546 870310
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THREE-BEDROOM HOUSE

for sale
DUNBEG

Back and front door

Offers over £100,000
–telephone–

07909 871 252

FOR SALE  :  OBAN

Spacious Top-Floor Flat
Two Bedrooms with view of Oban Bay and Mull

Private parking with Garage and Outside Shed

Offers over £131,500
Telephone

07834 640 989 or 07786 794 975

FOR SALE  ::  OBAN
ONE-BEDROOM TOP-FLOOR

FLAT
TOWN CENTRE

Offers over £64,000
–telephone–

01631 565085 or 07900 377 541

PROPERTY TO LET

INVERARAY, THE OLD RECTORY
A substantial, period
property benefiting from a
beautiful outlook, over
Loch Fyne. Currently run
as a bed and breakfast and
in a convenient position for
passing trade. The property
does also offer the
potential to be used as a
large family home.
Arranged over three floors,
the accommodation is both
generous and flexible:
Entrance Hallway, Sitting Room, Conservatory, Kitchen,
Nine Bedrooms, Two Shower Rooms, Bathroom, in
addition to self-contained (three bedroom) owners’
accommodation. Rear garden with patio, ample parking,
garage and greenhouse. A rare opportunity to acquire a
fine property with an attractive location, in a sought after
area of Argyll.                          Offers over £295,000

TAYVALLICH, KENNOVAY COTTAGES
Interested parties should note that offers for this
property must be submitted no later than 12 noon on
Monday 27th February 2006.

BRAMBLE COTTAGE, LOCHDON,
ISLE OF MULL

Unique opportunity to
acquire a thriving self-
catering business with
forward bookings for
2006/2007. Bramble
Cottage is situated just
two miles from the ferry terminal at Craignure. The
accommodation of each cottage comprises: Hallway,
Living-Room/Dining-Room. Fully fitted Kitchen,
Double Bedroom with view over Lochdon. One
cottage has a bath with electric shower over, white
WC and wash-hand basin. The other two cottages
have a shower room with electric shower and white
wash-hand basin and WC. Two of the cottages are
fully furnished.   Offers over £275,000 are invited.

Visit our website at

www.macarthurstewart.co.uk

• M A C A R T H U R •

• S T E W A R T •

DEVELOPMENT LAND AT FOUNTAINHEAD,
BUNESSAN, ISLE OF MULL

Opportunity to acquire site with outline planning
consent for residential development at Bunessan on
the Ross of Mull. It is understood the land extends to
2.1 acres (0.849 hectare) (approximately) and has
superb views over Bunessan Bay and beyond.

Offers over £250,000 are invited

OBAN OFFICE                   Tel: (01631) 562215 LOCHGILPHEAD OFFICE  Tel: (01546) 602424

NEW HOMES OPEN VIEWING DAY
SATURDAY 25 FEBRUARY 2006

11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
GLENLOCHY ESTATE,

off NORTH ROAD,
FORT WILLIAM

A small exclusive development of detached Three and Four-Bedroom Homes set in the grounds of the
former distillery will shortly be available to view. Finished to a high standard of specification, these new
homes are stylish and contemporary.   Prices starting from offers over £165,000.

Join us to celebrate (with a glass of bubbly) the opening of this unique development.
Please contact selling agents for further information:

McIntyre & Company,
Solicitors & Estate Agents,

38 High Street, Fort William.     Tel  01397 703231 – Fax 01397 705070

Abacus Building, 8 High Street, Oban
Argyll, PA34 4BG                DX OB 12

Telephone (01631) 566771
Fax 01631 564011

Visit our website at www.ethornton.co.uk

FOR SALE – NEW TO MARKET
SKIRINISH, BENDERLOCH, BY OBAN,

ARGYLL, PA37 1QS
Well laid out and
recently renovated to a
high standard, this
Dorran Bungalow is now
a most attractive family
home in very good
decorative order. A
Structural Report can be
viewed at subscribers. Accommodation comprises:
Vestibule, Lounge/Dining-Room, Inner Hallway,
Kitchen, Rear Vestibule, Toilet, Four Bedrooms,
Bathroom. Double-Glazing. Oil Central Heating. Garage.
Shed. Patio area. Gardens to front and rear. Extras.

CASTLE ROAD, OBAN
For Sale:  An attractively
presented, modernised
Ground Floor Flat,
pleasantly situated in an
established residential
area convenient for the
town and amenities.
Double glazing, electric

1 GEORGE STREET, OBAN, ARGYLL PA34 5RU

www.alexanderdawson.co.uk

Tel: 01631 563901   Fax: 01631 566778

central heating, carpets, blinds and other contents
included.  Comprising Hall, Lounge, Kitchen, Bathroom,
2 Bedrooms.  External stores and privately owned
garden.  Offers over £78,000.

TO LET
Six Months’ Short
Assured Tenancy

TWO-BED FLAT

Central Oban

£420 per month
(excluding Council Tax)

No D.S.S.
Telephone

07732 392 222

SITE

FOR RENT
within

Glenshellach
Industrial Estate

£150 plus VAT
per month,

including rates
Telephone

Timbertech
01631 566660

OBAN
WATERFRONT

Superior One-
Bedroom Fully

Furnished FLAT
Balcony

Outstanding Views
Lift

Private Car Park Space
£475 per month

Telephone
01631 566976

FLAT

TO LET

One-Bedroom
Bedsit

Rent £300 p.c.m.
(plus Council Tax)
Available March 1

No D.S.S.
Telephone

01631 566029/562643

OBAN FLAT
TO LET

Central Location
One Bedroom

(partly furnished)
No D.S.S.

Deposit £500
Rent £410 p.c.m.

Available March 1,
2006

Telephone
07830 386 044

TO LET
Lovely

Central Oban
FULLY

FURNISHED

FLAT

For non-smoking
professional

Deposit and references
required

Please telephone
07881 950 746

TO LET
Three-Bedroom
Semi-Detached

HOUSE
in

INVERARAY
Furnished or
unfurnished

Please apply to
Box No. 38

The Oban Times

ACCOMMODATION

TO LET

Modern

Flat

Two bedrooms, fully
furnished, one mile
from town centre

Minimum six months’ let
£450 p.c.m.

Telephone

01631 720461

Detached Cairnbaan

house has lots of

quality

Two Pipers Road . . . within easy reach of Lochgilphead’s amenities

SITUATED near to the

Crinan Canal and the gently

moving vessels which use

it, Cairnbaan is a seductive

hamlet located three miles

north of the area’s main

town, Lochgilphead.

It revels in a peaceful rural

setting while still being

within easy reach of all the

amenities offered by a town

such as Lochgilphead.

Specialist
These include excellent

shopping, first class schools,

both primary and secondary,

a hospital, top class

swimming pool, various

specialist shops and a fine

golf course.

Two Pipers Road is a

high-quality modern

detached house sited in a

relatively recent develop-

ment  comprising a mixture

of house types.

 Located in a pleasant cul-

de-sac, this property has a

head-start in good looks

and offers the prospective

purchaser the opportunity to

acquire a well-appointed

home equipped with all the

benefits of double-glazing

and electrical central

heating.

The tastefully-decorated

accommodation includes a

bright sitting room, fitted

kitchen, dining room leading

to a conservatory, two

double bedrooms and a

modern bathroom. There is

off-road parking leading to

a good-sized garage, a car

port and easy-to-maintain

garden.

The side entrance door

leads to a small vestibule

area which hosts a coats

cupboard.

A graceful archway

introduces a refined hallway

where a further storage

cupboard is available.

An ample and attractive

sitting-room looks to the

front through dual windows

and incorporates a recessed

mutli-fuel stove. Under foot

is rich carpeting.

Integrated
The kitchen is well

supplied with base and wall

units while housing a

ceramic hob and integrated

oven/grill.

There is also space for a

fridge and plumbing for a

washing machine. Again

the outlook is frontal.

A pleasant dining-room

opens through double doors

to a restful sun-trap

conservatory.

The tastefully decorated

bedrooms are fitted with

either double wardrobes or

1 GEORGE STREET, OBAN, ARGYLL PA34 5RU

www.alexanderdawson.co.uk

Tel: 01631 563901   Fax: 01631 566778

cupboards.

A gleaming bathroom

contains a white suite of W.C.,

wash-hand basin and corner

bath with overhead electric

shower. The surrounds are

tiled.

Parking
A short driveway to the side

of the property provides

parking.

From here there is ready

access  both to the carport and

the garage which is supplied

with power, light and overhead

storage.

Neat lawns front the property

whilst the rear garden features

a paved and gravelled patio

area protected by a grassy

bank.

The ideal setting for afternoon

tea enjoyed to the scent of the

country.

A rear garden summerhouse,

supplied with both power and

light, is currently used as a

small studio by the present

owners.

Offers
The sale of this highly

appealing property is being

conducted by the Lochgilphead

office of solicitors and estate

agents MacArthur Stewart,

who are seeking offers over

£150,000. The quality of this

house and its location will

ensure high interest.

1 GEORGE STREET, OBAN, ARGYLL PA34 5RU

www.alexanderdawson.co.uk

Tel: 01631 563901   Fax: 01631 566778

KATHLEEN’S HAIR SALON
MAIN STREET, TAYNUILT

For Sale or Lease:  An
attractive fully equipped
‘walk- in-and- t rade’
Hairdressing Salon
comprising a small well
situated lock-up shop
unit extending to
approximately 380 sq. ft
(gross) with toilet and
kitchen facilities.
Purchase at offers over £30,000 or rent on negotiable
terms.  Immediate entry available.

COMMERCIAL

FOR SALE
LOCAL RETAIL

BUSINESS

Equestrian, Fishing and Animal Feeds
Further details:

01631 570080

2 Gibraltar Street, Oban, Argyll PA34 4AY

Telephone: +44 (0) 1631 566 122

Facsimile: +44 (0) 1631 564 764

E-mail: enquiries@dmkestates.co.uk   www.dmkestates.co.uk

1B BURNSIDE PLACE, MILLPARK, OBAN
Beautifully presented
and stylish, ground
floor apartment, within
a purpose built block of
four and situated within
a quiet locality, only
minutes from the town
centre amenities.  The
well appointed accom-
modation, with light and neutral décor comprises:
Entrance hallway, light and airy bedroom, living room,
designer kitchen, superior bathroom and box room.
This apartment benefits from high quality fixtures and
fittings throughout, double glazing and total control
central heating. Parking. Shared use of drying green
and rear garden.                          Offers over £82,500

84 GEORGE STREET, TOP FLOOR FLAT,
OBAN

Centrally located top floor flat with good
accommodation and useful storage. The accom-
modation comprises:  Entrance hall, bedroom with
built-in wardrobes, bathroom, living room and kitchen.
The flat benefits from a clean and tidy close and
staircase and offers an ideal opportunity for a first time
buyer, or an investment flat.       Offers over £69,000

ADRIAN LAYCOCK Ltd, Consulting Engineers

House and Structural Design, Surveys, Solar Power,

Water Supply, Drainage, Reed Beds, Dams

6 Easdale Island, Oban, PA34 4TB

tel: 01852 300396      fax: 01852 300517

website: www.adrianlaycock.com

e-mail: alaycock@sol.co.uk

MORHAM & BROTCHIE
Chartered Surveyors

Providing Domestic and Commercial
Property Valuation throughout the

West Highlands and Islands
5 Stafford Street, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5NJ

Telephone 01631 563721    Fax 01631 566566
E-mail: admin@morhambro.co.uk

PROPERTY WANTED

Excellent views �  Close to town centre
Sales Telephone: (01397) 702272
E-mail: property@glasdrum.com

GLASDRUM

DEVELOPMENT

FORT WILLIAM

Three to six-bedroom
houses
built to
individual
requirements
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MOTORING

RENAULT

W.D Semple

Inveraray & Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU

S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,

Heathfield, Ayr

Tel. 01292 880080/880440

TOYOTA

Helensburgh Toyota

5 John Street, Helensburgh

Tel. 01436 672779

www.toyota.co.uk/helensburgh

VOLKSWAGEN

Hawco

Caol, Fort William

Tel. 01397 700900

www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

BMW

Calterdon Ltd

Harbour Road,

Inverness

Tel. 01463 236566

FIAT

Hazelbank Motors

Lynn Road, Oban

Tel.

01631 566476

HONDA

Helensburgh Honda

135 East Clyde Street, Helensburgh

Tel. 01436 675777www.helensburghhonda.co.uk

ISUZU

S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, Heathfield, Ayr

Tel.

01292 880080/880440

MINI

Calterdon Ltd

Harbour Road,

Inverness

Tel. 01463 236567

TO PROMOTE YOUR NEW

CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL:

01631 568000

QUALITY USED LAND ROVERS

THE LAND ROVER EXPERIENCE FROM LIX TOLL

�(01567) 820280

KILLIN, PERTHSHIRE, FK21 8RB
E-mail: sales@lixtoll.com

www.lixtoll.com

02 (02) DISCOVERY II COMMERCIAL Td5 5 door,
Zambesi silver, tow pack ...................... £12,945+VAT

02 (02) DEFENDER 90 Td5 Hard top, Caledonian blue,
tow pack, 2002 model ............................ £9,975+VAT

01 (51) DEFENDER Td5 Hard top 3. Caledonian blue,
tow pack, low mileage .......................... £10,275+VAT

00 (X) DISCOVERY II GS Td5 5 door 7 seat. Oslo blue,
radio/cassette, alloys, a/c, tow pack ........ £12,750 inc

00 (W) DEFENDER 90 Td5 Hard tops. Tow pack, choice
of two, in Rutland red or Coniston green . £9,349+VAT

98 DEFENDER 130 Tdi Double cab pick up. White, tow
pack, box body on rear ........................... £9,495+VAT

98 (R) DISCOVERY COMMERCIAL 300 Tdi, 3 door, Oslo
blue, tow pack, low miles ........................ £7,695+VAT

98 (R)  DEFENDER 90 Tdi Hard top, Coniston green,
tow pack and electrics ............................ £6,895+VAT

97 DISCOVERY GS 300 Tdi 5 door, 7 seats, in Rioja red,
tow pack .................................................... £6,995 inc

97 (R) DEFENDER 110 Tdi Hard top. Coniston green,
tow pack and electrics ............................ £6,975+VAT

Range features include:

Power-assisted steering. Front electric windows.

Central door locking. Dual airbags. 1.1 litre fuel

injection.

£4499 (inc road tax) ON THE ROAD -

NO HIDDEN CHARGES

Range features include:

Power assisted steering. Front electric Windows.

Central door locking. Dual airbags. Air con. Alloys.

3 DOOR: £7599 on the road

5 DOOR: from £7899 on the road

Range features include:

Front electric windows. PAS. Central locking. Air

conditioning. Driver's airbag. Radion/CD player.

Tinted glass. Roof bars. Alloys. ABS.

2.0i 5 door from £15649 on the road

1.9 DDi S 5 door from £16995 on the road

PEARSON SUZUKI
WEMYSS BAY www.pearsoncars.com

SUZUKI AWARD WINNERS 3 YEARS RUNNING

Put us to the test. You've nothing to lose.

SECURE YOUR BRAND NEW 06 PLATE NOW!

OVER 70 PREMIER USED CARS ON DISPLAY NOW UNDERCOVER

Contact Kenneth Hyde SALES HOTLINE: 01475 528035

* Cars shown for illustration purposes only. Subject to availability & part exchange

NEW SUZUKI

GRAND

VITARA 5DR

SUZUKI

SWIFT

NEW SUZUKI

ALTO

CAR OF THE WEEK

02 Mercedes CLK230 KOMP CONVERTIBLE AUTO

Silver, grey leather, blue hood, new 17” AMG alloys, too many

options to list. STUNNING.

SALE PRICE £18,795 (Save £1,000)

PREMIER USED CARS

04 NISSAN NAVARA 2.5TD DOUBLE CAB pick-up

Silver, grey trim, full electrics, alloys, air con, CD Radio, Demo + 1

owner, FSH. Stunning example

SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD

03 MERCEDES C180 KOMP AUTO 4 DOOR

Silver, blue cloth, CD radio, climate & cruise control, new 17” AMG

alloys. STUNNING.

SALE PRICE £13,995 (Save £1,000)

52 AUDI TT COUPE (180) QUATTRO

Avis silver, grey leather, 18" 9-spoke alloys, I owner, 35,000 miles,

stunning. SALE PRICE £17,495 (Save £500)

54 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.6 LIFE 7 SEATER

Met blue, black cloth, air con, full electrics, 11,000 miles, great family

car, check price SALE PRICE £8,795 (Save £1,000)

04 SUZUKI XL7 2.7 AUTO 5 SEATER

Silver, grey cloth, alloys, air con, full electrics, 1 owner, great order,

very scarce SALE PRICE £11,995 (Save £1,000)

04 PEUGEOT 307 2.0 Hdi SW

Silver, grey cloth, alloys, aur con, CD radio, I owner, totally immaculate

SALE PRICE £8,995 (Save £500)

53 SUZUKI JIMNY 1.3 MODE 3 DOOR

Silver, leather trim, alloys, CD radio, full electrics, power steering,

18,000 miles SALE PRICE £5,795 (Save £400)

51 SUZUKI IGNIS 1.3GL 5 DOOR AUTO

Met green, grey cloth, power steering, full electrics, only 14,000 1

owner, sold and serviced by ourselves

SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD

Y VW BEETLE 2.0 3 DOOR

Met blue, 35,000 miles, FSH, air con, alloys, headlight 'eye lid' covers,

elec windows SALE PRICE £6,995 (Save £1,000)

X AUDI A4 1.8SE 4 DOOR

Jasper green, grey cloth, alloys, air con, only 40,000 miles,

immaculate SALE PRICE £6,995 (Save £500)

Y FORD RANGER 2.5TD 4x4 pick up

Met blue, power steering, alloys, full electrics, 17,000 miles,

Truckman top, great order

SALE PRICE £7,995 + VAT (Save £500)

USED CARS
54 RENAULT MEGANE SPORT SALOON PRIVELAGE 1.9DCI BLUE 7,500 P.O.A.

53 RENAULT MEGANE SCENIC PRIVELAGE 1.9DCI GREEN 26,000 P.O.A.

03 CITROEN XSARA PICASSO HD120 SILVER ...................................................... £7250

52 DAEWOO MATIZSE SILVER 17,000 ............................................................... £3000

52 RENAULT MEGANE 1.4 DYN SPORT H/B 24000 ............................................ £7750

03 FORD FOCUS 1.6LX 5DR BLUE, 18000 ...........................................................P.O.A.

02 RENAULT LAGUNA 1.8 DYN SILVER 31000 ................................................... £6500

01 RENAULT LAGUNA DYNAMIQUE 1.6 SILVER 45,000 ...................................... P.O.A.

V AUDI A3 1.6 AUTO – WHITE ............................................................................ £5250

S HYUNDAI COUPE 2.0 RED .............................................................................. £4950

N AUDI A4 1.8 SE ................................................................................................ £2550

ESTATE CARS
02 PEUGEOT 306 MERIDIAN 1.9D BLUE 12000 ................................................ £6850

M AUDI 80 RED .................................................................................................. £2250

VANS & PICK-UPS
RENAULT MASTER DIESEL

RENAULT KANGOO DIESEL

51 NISSAN VANETTE

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

These are just a small selection of cars
currently in our showrooms

ACCREDITED

MOTABILITY DEALER

Drive Times

Boats & Motorcycles

ROWING

BOAT

15ft, G.R.P with 4HP engine,

trailer and life jackets.

Beamy, (new) never used

£1450 o.n.o.

Telephone

01546 603537 2

24' hull, vgc.  Spencer Carter

Honda power pack, 12hp,

hauler and line hauler.

Mariner 200hp outboard,

4 years old

CAN BE SOLD SEPARATELY

£15,000 o.v.n.o.

Telephone:

 01866 822569

after 6pm

or 07748225659

BJR

FOR SALE

2

2 cylinder petter air cooled

engine. Sound, nice lines.

Afloat Tobermory.

Offers

Telephone

07789 14182507789 14182507789 14182507789 14182507789 141825

25 FOOT

TRADITIONAL

SALMON COBLE

2004 model, new rear tyre,

grips, chain and sprockets.

Well maintained .

Road registered

£1900 o.v.n.o.

Telephone

01397 70194801397 70194801397 70194801397 70194801397 701948

or 07717 753601 07717 753601 07717 753601 07717 753601 07717 753601

SHERCO  290

TRIALS BIKE

 fully refitted (over £10,000 spent in last 18

months), comes with trailer (not road legal),

practically everything is new

£9500 o.n.o.

Email for details paulandjillmills@btinternet.com

or telephone

01855 811482

GK24

GAMEKEEPER

2

WANTED

10 or 12 foot tender / rowing boat,

GRP or aluminium.

Telephone

01356 622977

ORKNEY

SPINNER 13

WITH CUDDY

8 horse power Yamaha engine, Trailer and

lifejackets, All in very good condition

£2100 o.n.o.

Telephone

01770 860480

For the first time in
almost 10 years, an
Italian car has topped
the overall sales
charts in western
Europe.

Last month, (January
2006), Punto (includ-
ing Grande Punto)
was not only the
leading seller in B-

In-car navigation
equipment could be
proving to be more
of a hindrance than
a help to the nation’s
drivers, according to
new research by
safe driver cham-
pion, Privilege
Insurance.

As satellite naviga-
tion systems be-
come as common as
CD players the
research reveals that
over one in ten
drivers (11 per cent)
have used the
controls on their
satellite navigation
while driving, instead
of programming their
route before hitting
the road. What’s
more, over half of
these (53 per cent)
admit that doing so
meant that their eyes
were taken off the
road, leading to
driving danger.

Nearly one in eight
(13 per cent) of
drivers who use a
satellite navigation
device while driving
confess to not
spending any time

ROBERTSON

VAN SALES

All makes of light
commercial vehicle

bought and sold
14 Crannog Lane

OBAN

07990 548046
01631 563812

ALERT OVER UNSAFE

USE OF NAVIGATION

EQUIPMENT

planning a route they
are unfamiliar with
prior to setting off,
relying heavily on
the equipment to get
them to their desti-
nation.

Its not just misuse of
satellite navigation
systems that can be
a danger to drivers,
the Privilege Insur-
ance research
reveals. Almost one
in four (22 per cent)
drivers admitted to
reading a map while
driving in the last
twelve months, with
over a quarter of
these (26 per cent)
doing so at least
once per month.

The majority of
drivers using any
form of navigational
equipment while
driving (75 per cent)
spent up to 10
seconds doing so
which, at 60mph,
means the drivers
would find them-
selves travelling
twice the length of a
football pitch* with-
out their full concen-
tration on the road.

The navigational
mayhem hotspots
are the UK’s cities,
according to the
Privilege research.
Over a quarter (27
per cent) of drivers
who used naviga-
tional equipment
while trying to nego-
tiate their way
around, did so in
Britain’s urban
sprawls, compared
to 20 per cent in the
countryside and just
seven per cent in a
small town.

It seems that when it
comes to safety, the
satellite navigation
systems can be
more of a distraction
to drivers than good,
old-fashioned map
reading. The Privi-
lege Insurance
research reveals that
almost one in five
(19 per cent) of
drivers using the
controls of their
satellite navigation
while driving lost
concentration,
compared to 17 per
cent of those who
read a map while
behind the wheel.

PUNTO TOPS SALES CHART IN WESTERN EUROPE

segment, (Punto
37,977; Clio 36,016;
Fiesta 31,470); but
also in the European
car market outright.

In the same month,
Fiat Auto recorded
over 100,000 vehicle
sales in Europe, which
represents a 17.9%
growth over January

2005. This excellent
result was achieved in
a market that grew by
2.6% compared with
January last year.
Fiat Auto’s European
market share stands
at 8.4%, which
represents a 1.1%
increase over the
same month a year
ago.

IT’S GOOD

TO BLOG,

SAYS HONDA

An internet blogging network that

lets users create content and ex-

press opinion on well-known

brands and products, is being sup-

ported by Honda (UK).

The 2TalkAbout site will provide a

trusted community-based environ-

ment for users with similar inter-

ests and tastes to share unbiased

information. Honda is the first

major brand to commit to the

project.

Visitors to 2TalkAbout can publish

their views, respond to what other

people are saying on the commu-

nity and gain unbiased opinion

and information about particular

products and services.

The Honda-sponsored site  is

aimed at anyone with an interest

in Honda cars – particularly the

new Civic. Although the content

will be completely independent

from Honda, engineers will regu-

larly log-on to contribute and re-

spond to feedback, providing us-

ers with direct access to the brand.

"We like people talking about our

cars," says John Goodbody,

Website Manager at Honda (UK).

"And now there’s a blog site where

you can discuss your Honda expe-

riences with others or get a useful

insight into Honda ownership. We

encourage our customers to inter-

act, and this is a great medium for

doing just that."

David Rivier, 2TalkAbout Market-

ing Manager, says: "At 2TalkAbout

we’re passionate about bringing

people together and encouraging

dialogue, interaction and sharing

views and content. We’re pleased

that Honda shares this vision and

is the first sponsor to support our

objectives."

Other companies, including some

from the mobile communications,

financial services and FMCG indus-

tries have already expressed a

strong interest in participating on

the 2TalkAbout network.

The network launches on 28

February with the unveiling of

the Civic Type R Concept car –

2TalkAbout visitors will have an

early opportunity to see the new

model.

To book this

space contact

Trevor Cole

at
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To book this

space contact

Trevor Cole

at
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01631 56800001631 56800001631 56800001631 56800001631 568000

99 road registered,

green laned only,

hand/sump guard,

good plastics, new

graphics,maintained

to high standard

Telephone

01499

302035

HONDA XR400

£1950 o.n.o.
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G reg, vgc

Telephone

01631

563473

SAAB 9000 TURBO

£600 o.n.o. 2

Lots of new parts

fitted, requires some

work to finish.

Telephone

01546

810266

1975 MGBGT

£1200 o.n.o. 2

L REG, Diesel

118000 miles, mot,

taxed, 60 M.P.G.

Telephone

01631

570689

VAUXHALL CAVALIER

£700 o.n.o. 2

2000  W Reg. Mot

July  Very reliable,

good condition

Telephone

01631

770294

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.0 EXPRESSION

£1325 o.n.o. 2

Saloon, T Reg (99), Black,

77,000 miles, CD player,

EW,TC,AC, computer display,

16" alloys, 6 months tax, 3

months MOT, cheap insurance,

40mpg, immaculate condition.

May deliver

Telephone

07880

540532

VAUXHALL VECTRA 2.0L SRI 140

£2750 o.n.o. 2

1991, taxed and

MOT till end July,

64,000 miles

Telephone

01389

841051

DAIHATSU SPORTRAK

£380 2

2.0 litre 8 valve, 1998 (R)

Reg, Dark Blue, VW Alloys,

electric sunroof, towbar etc,

Two owners from new, 130K

miles but in good condition

both mechanical and

bodywork. MOT July 06

Telephone

01546 510267

07770 675807

VOLKSWAGEN GOLF GTI MK3

£1950 o.v.n.o. 2

K Reg, 119,000

miles, 12 months

MOT, fully serviced

including timing belt

kit and belt, £500

spent, Cat1 alarm /

immobiliser, Lots of

extra's

Telephone

07879

020557

ASTRA GSI 2.0 16V

£2300 o.n.o. 2

1998 R reg, MOT 11

months, 99k miles,

white, good

condition, can

deliver anywhere

Telephone

 07833

141214

FORD TRANSIT 80SWB

£1000 2

2002, 51 plate, long

MOT, very clean,

Ford fitted bulkhead,

woodlined, very well

maintained, very

economical, great

driver, genuine

reason for sale

Telephone

01397 713880

0777 628842

FORD ESCORT 1.8 DIESEL

£2150 o.n.o.2

IVECO

DROPSIDE TIPPER

35.10 R Reg, 9 months mot,

5 months tax, detachable cape

extensions (cages)

£2350 o.n.o.

Telephone

07786 350089 2

N Reg, 80k miles, TAX April 2006, MOT

May 2006, Air Con, Cruise Control,

Electric Windows. Very good condition.

£1100

Telephone

01631 565195

07771 645617

HONDA ACCORD

LS 2 LITRE

2

'S Reg', 1.6i, Silver, 5

Door, Alloy Wheels,

Spoiler, A/C, C.D

Player, 65,000 Miles

Telephone

01586

551062

FORD ESCORT FINESSE

£1400 2

• 1989.

• 166K.

• Mot'd.

Telephone

01852

300236

VOLVO 740 SE

Offers

 2002, red, 3dr,10

month MOT, 27,000

miles, 1 lady owner,

very economical &

reliable, full service

history

Telephone

07796

946377

(OBAN)

KA 1.3

£2900 o.n.o.

1992, diesel,

MOT 14 April 2006

Telephone

01967

431633

PEUGEOT 309

offers

1.9 diesel, 3 door,

taxed and 1 year

MOT, radio/cassette,

PAS, 100, 000 miles,

VGC, 55mpg

Telephone

07776

283842

RENAULT CLIO RL

£850 o.n.o.

Metallic Blue, 52 plate,

excellent condition, Traction

control, air conditioning,

Electric windows/mirrors,

Central locking, ABS, cruise

control, average mileage.

Telephone

01586 551276

07770 488825

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.8 SRI

£5900 o.n.o.

N reg, gear box refurbished, complete

new clutch and shaft. Many new panels

and doors renewed. Excellent condition

£4300 + vat

Telephone

0131 660 1061

LANDROVER 90

DEFENDER 300 TDI

4 life model, blue

over silver, 51 plate,

new MOT, privacy

glass, air con,

cruise control

Telephone

01397

705165

MITSUBISHI L200 DOUBLE CAB PICKUP

£7250

N Reg, Red , Taxed

and Tested, Radio

Cassette, Reliable

workhorse, ready for

work.

Telephone

01586 810252

07990 947026

FORD TRANSIT SWB DIESEL

£1250 o.n.o.

RICE CONTINENTAL

DOUBLE HORSEBOX

Takes 2 15.2hh horses.

Well maintained, double floor,

new hitch, good tyres

£1500

Telephone

07785 185 214

(Petrol), '51, Platinum Silver,

47, 850 miles, Air-con  with

climate control, part leather

upholstery, PAS, ABS, alloys,

twin electric sunroofs, opening

tailgate window, 6 CD multi-

changer with fingertip

controls, fog lamps, roof bars

and tow bar

Telephone

01397 700885

RENAULT SCENIC 1.8 DYNAMIQUE PLUS

£53502

1999 (S) reg, Red, gas

conversion, excellent economy,

LPG approx 40 pence litre,

electric windows, sunroof,

taxed & MOT'd, good

condition, 16" alloys, smart,

practical. Part exchange

considered

Telephone

07990

502255

VAUXHALL VECTRA 1.8 LS ESTATE

£1650 o.n.o.

WANTED 4 X4

VEHICLES

Landrover 90.110 Discovery, Rangerover and all

Japanese models etc, high mileage, damaged,

anything considered

Contact James on

07866 590583

or 07966 293996

4

1984 Classic 140k miles,

excellent project, BFG tyres

(2nearly new) stainless brake

pistons, stainless sports

exhaust, K & N filters, great

engine, good chassis, body

work needs tidying, gearbox

main-shaft fault.  Hence price

Telephone

01972 500702

01972 500201

RANGE ROVER

£3002

WANTED

Landrover 90/110 Toyota Hilux

or similar 4wd for farm work.

Telephone

07904 228568

2

IMMACULATE,  midnight blue, 1994,

one year MOT

£1200 o.n.o.

Telephone

01631 562668.

VOLVO

940 ESTATE

X Reg 2001, Mot November 2006,

84,000miles. All the usual extras,

excellent condition.

£2850 o.n.o.

Telephone

01866 822580

VECTRA 2.2

SRI 150

reg 51 (02) juice green, 54,500mls,

ffsh, Ford 16" alloys, non smoker,

one years MOT, vgc

£4500 o.n.o.

Telephone

07771 956446 or 07780 980265

FORD MONDEO

1.8 LX

1.6 Petrol Zetec, 1st Reg. March 2000,

51,000 Miles Genuine, Full Service History,

P.A.SS., Elec. Windows, Central Locking,

Excellent Condition

£2200 o.n.o.

Telephone

01397 722461 or  07742 713289

FORD ESCORT

FLIGHT

L Reg, 2 litre petrol, Tax'd, Mot,d,

full service history. 7 seats. Towbar.

£1500

Telephone

01631 566126

RENAULT

ESPACE 93

'54. Dec 2004. Black with

Black Leather. Lexus SatNav,

A/C, 6 speed, Climate Control,

Heated Seats, Multi CD, FLSH,

etc. 21 months warranty

remaining. List price £22k+

Telephone

01770

830263

during office hours or email

lexus@arrangraphics.com

LEXUS IS200SE

£17000 o.v.n.o.

S Ghia, TcDi 130,

2003, Black, 6 gears,

18" alloys, CD,

Electric windows,

electric seat, A/C,

32,000 miles.

Immaculate condition

Telephone

01586

554639

MONDEO ZETEC

£8500

V reg 130 bhp seven seater mpv, one

years MOT six months Tax, alloys, Air-con,

PAS, just had full service, any inspection

welcome

£4995

Telephone

01586 552283 or 07789 034353

FORD GALAXY

ZETEC TDI

anniversary model,

1998 (R) reg,

stunning silver, FSH,

leather & suede

interior, taxed and

MOT'd, 10 disc CD

player, full electrics.

part exchange

considered

Telephone

07990 502255

SAAB 9000 CSE

£2500 o.n.o.

Galvanised chassis,

1 year mot.

Telephone

01631

710288

or

07770

623486

SERIES 3 LANDROVER

EFI Classic 3.9, 1992, Mot May 2006, 6

months Road Tax. Very good condtion.

£1800 o.n.o.

Telephone

01369 830314

RANGE ROVER

VOGUE

3 litre turbo diesel, manual,

metallic paint, taxed and

tested, top of the range

model, 8 seater, service

history, air con, CD

multichanger, velour

upholstery, very clean vehicle.

Telephone

01586 553009

07990 974026

TOYOTA LANDCRUISER COLORADO

£10,750 o.n.o.

1995 70,000 miles. 12 month

MOT, tax till Sept, FSH. New

tyres, exhaust and catalytic

converter. Tow bar, alloy wheels,

immobiliser, CD radio. 5 door

hatchback. Great rugged

workhorse but easy to drive.

Telephone

01852

300221

KIA SPORTAGE 4X4 2.0

£1250

inter-cooler, 1995,

M reg, new clutch,

many new parts, 6

months tax, 8

months MOT,

EXCELLENT

CONDITION

Telephone

01967 402237

07979 860762

MITSUBISHI SHOGUN 2.5TD

£3800 o.n.o.

P reg (1997) new shape, 2.5

diesel, power steering, long

wheel base, tow bar, full

electrics, full year MOT, any

inspection welcome, good

condition for year

Telephone

07770

910125

NISSAN CABSTAR

£1450 o.n.o. no VAT

with Ifor Williams

canopy, 62,000

miles, Taxed and

Mot'd, W reg

Telephone

01546

602900

(after 6 p.m.)

TOYOTA HYLUX DOUBLE CAB

£6500 o.n.o.

Buyers should note where

standardised silhouettes

are used they do not

accurately represent the

vehicle being sold

50,000

POTENTIAL

BUYERS

1.5 DIESEL, 1999 T REG, 49000 MILES,

1 YEARS MOT AND 4 MONTHS TAX,

RED, SUNROOF, CD PLAYER.

GOOD CONDITION.

£1600 o.n.o.

Telephone

01838 200659

PEUGEOT 106

XND ZEST 2

2

1.9 Diesel 1999, T Reg, 2nd owner,

ex Scottish Water, very light use,

fully wood lined, lighting and 12v

power, full bulkhead, new towbar,

brakes and exhaust.  Very well

maintained and excellent condition.

Telephone

07899

660002

(Benderloch)

CITROEN BERLINGO

£2000

Harvy Frost MK 11

one ton winch,

brakes, road legal,

ex AA

Telephone

01499

302035

TOWING DOLLY

£175 o.n.o.

ON MERCEDES 310 DIESEL CHASSIS

1994 Only 42,000 miles, VGC, tax and MOT till April 2006

Family owned from new. Shower, flushing cassette toilet, 4

berth. Comes with many extras.

£11950

Telephone

01852 300221

COMPASS

COMMODORE
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RECRUITMENT
A. MacGregor & Sons

Builders, Taynuilt

LABOURER

REQUIRED

Telephone

01866 822623

Please apply in writing to Karen Delaney,

D M MacKinnon Estates,

2 Gibraltar Street, Oban Argyll, PA34 4AY.

D M Mackinnon Estates require a mature, conscientious

person to join their vibrant and happy office and who will take

on full responsibility for the filing systems within the office.

The successful applicant will need to have a methodical

approach to administration and possess excellent

attention to detail and enthusiasm.

The post will require approximately 5 hours each week.

Rate of pay will be discussed at interview.

RUSS CRAIG HAULAGE LTD

FORT WILLIAM

Require

HGV Class 1 Drivers

(reviewed rates)

Weekend Drivers

(enhanced rates)

Further details telephone: Office 01397 708848

Mob: 07795 840968

1

SINGLE HANDED RIVER

MANAGER/GHILLIE

Isle of Mull wanted

.

Experience should include river management and

maintenance; hatchery and general estate work;

stalking. Excavator experience desirable.

An excellent remuneration package is offered,

together with a modern three bedroomed house.

Partner to work part time private Lodge.

Please write enclosing CV to:

Teresa Tait

Bidwells, Alder House, Cradlehall Business Park,

Inverness, IV2 5GH

Tel 01463 796050 Email: ttait@bidwells.co.uk

1

INVESTOR IN PEOPLE

KITCHEN

ASSISTANT/CLEANER

We have a vacancy for a

KITCHEN

ASSISTANT/CLEANER

Duties include: Assisting with meal preparation

and cleaning of kitchen and all areas.

This position involves

working Monday - Friday

Salary £13,000 per annum including

BUPA health cover, life insurance and

contributory pension.

Please apply in writing

with current CV to:

Miss Kim Topping/Mr John Moran

Foster Yeoman Ltd

Rhugh Garbh Depot, Barcaldine, Oban

Argyll PA37 1SE

Email: ian.henry@foster-yeoman.co.uk

Closing date for applications is

Thursday, 2 March 2006

Foster Yeoman Ltd is an

equal opportunities company

Ossians Retirement Home

North Connel, by Oban

Has the following vacancies

Full time Chef

Catering for 27 residents £6.50 per hour

Activity Worker

£5.60 per hour

Day Care Assistant

£6 per hour

Domestic Staff

£5.50 per hour

Laundry Worker

£5.50 per hour

Full/Part time Kitchen Assistant

£6 per hour

All positions are permanent

For further information please contact

Andrea Shuttleworth 01631 710 322
Ossian's is now under new ownership

1

Earn £200

- £1,000

weekly

Distributing &

collecting

catalogues

Freephone

0800 1957445

www.ezeincome.co.uk

Fire Equipment

TECHNICIAN

Required in
Argyll Area

Training given,
over 25, driving
licence essential

Apply to Box No 37
The Oban Times Ltd

TOGETHER WE LL GO FAR

Secondary Plant Store Person
Full-Time  c.£18,500  Glensanda Quarry
To apply please send your CV to Miss Carol Ross, Foster Yeoman Limited,
Glensanda Quarry, Rhugh Garbh Depot, Barcaldine, Argyll PA37 1SE.
For more details please go to www.foster-yeoman.co.uk

Life. Changing.

Mid Highland Community Health Partnership

Belhaven Ward, Belford Hospital, Fort William

Senior II Occupational Therapist
Full-time, 37.5 hours per week (job-share considered)
Maternity leave cover for approximately 6 months
*£20,222 - £25,744 Ref: ES4/06/33
Belhaven Ward is a purpose built Rehablitation Unit, where you will provide an occupational therapy service to referred
patients. You will have a BSc/Diploma in Occupational Therapy, be registered with the Health Professions Council, and
have a minimum of 18 months post graduate experience. A sound knowledge of rehabilitation techniques, standardised
assessments and health and safety, is essential, along with IT skills, a full, current driving licence and the use of your
own car for work purposes.

Informal enquiries to Veronica Macdonald, Occupational Therapist – Tel: 01397 702481.

Application forms available from Recruitment and Employment Services Section, Human Resource Department,
Raigmore Hospital, Inverness IV2 3UJ – Tel: 01463 704592 or by emailing recruitment@hpct.scot.nhs.uk
quoting the reference number.

Closing date for receipt of completed applications: 12 noon Thursday 9 March 2006.

*Subject to “Agenda for Change” review.

Working with you to make 
Highland the healthy place to be.

www.show.scot.nhs.uk/nhshighland
www.returntoscotland.com

The following vacancy has arisen at our

Regional Office at Dunbeg, by Oban.

SALES ADMINISTRATOR

Ideal candidate will be computer literate, but

training will be provided on office computer system.

Duties will involve providing clerical and administration

support to all staff including typing, filing, reception

and answering telephone.  Must be able to work as

part of a team or on own initiative in a very busy office.

A driving licence is essential for this position.

Please send or email CV and covering letter to:

Rosemary Morrison

rosemary.morrison@ennstonethistle.co.uk

Customer Services & Transport Manager

Ennstone Thistle Ltd, Dunbeg, By Oban PA37 1PX

Community Service Supervisor*
£7.94 per hour Community Services, Soroba Road, Oban 
Sessional
You will supervise a group of offenders who have been placed on 
Community Service Orders by the Court and instruct/demonstrate skills 
in gardening, painting, decorating etc, ensuring good adherence to 
Health and Safety procedures.  
You must have good organisational, practical painting, decorating and 
gardening skills and a valid driving licence. Supervisory experience an 
advantage. Ref: CSA07999. 
For a recruitment pack call 01546 604570. 

Caretaker/Cleaner* (2 posts) (Temporary until 31 March 2007) 
£5.9138 Enhanced rates paid for hours worked over 37 per week Oban High Community Sports Facility 
16 hours per week (minimum) Flexible hours to suit demands of the service with weekend and 
evening work involved
Caretaker/cleaners required to provide a service for the all weather sports facility located at the 
school.  You will be required to ensure a safe and clean environment for all users and encourage 
responsible use of the facilities.
Janitorial/Cleaning experience is essential. Ref: OSF20903/OSF20904.

Cleaner
£5.5314 per hour Whitegates Offices, Lochgilphead 
7.5 hours per week
Required for general cleaning duties within offices.  Cleaning experience is desirable. Ref: OSF20448.
For a recruitment pack for the above three posts call 01369 708536.
*Applicants should note that this is an EXCEPTED POST, i.e. a post to which the Rehabilitation of 
Offenders Act 1974 (Exceptions) Order 1975, as amended, applies.
Successful applicants will be subject to Disclosure Scotland vetting.
Closing date for all posts 10th March 2006.

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

The Council welcomes applications from New Deal Applicants.

We are an 
Equal Opportunities Employer

A ‘no smoking’ policy is operated 

SECRETARY

Required for busy local office.

The applicant must be computer

literate, have excellent

communicating skills and be able

to work on own initiative.  The

varied and interesting duties

include account management

(experience with sage accounting

preferred), payroll, advertising,

correspondence etc.

Please apply in writing with CV

to Helen McMillan, MacMillan

Foods, The Roading,

Campbeltown.

CARER

For disabled but

mentally alert man

and helping family in

isolated Glen,

Near Oban.

Rent free small cottage

and part time wage.

Full details apply

to Box No 39

The Oban Times, Oban

Mainstream Scotland are currently seeking a Full Time or Part

time worker, to join the team at their freshwater cage operation,

producing salmon smolt, on Loch Garasdale, near Tayinloan.

No experience necessary, as full training will given,

Must be flexible and have a full driving licence.

Contact David on - 01583 441339 or 07766 821402 for further details.

Scottish Ambulance Service

Closing date 3rd March 2006.

SOUTH WEST DIVISION

Auxiliary Ambulance Staff
Campbeltown Ambulance Station
You will support our full time professional staff by covering evening 
and weekend duties on an on-call basis. Since duties will not normally 
encroach on daytime hours from Monday to Friday, it will be possible for 
auxiliaries to hold other daytime employment. 
With a full UK driving licence, which includes categories C1 and D1, you 
must reside within three miles of the station. Appropriate training will be 
provided locally, the successful completion of which will be a condition 
of employment. 
Remuneration will be by way of an annual retention fee, standby and 
call out payments. Total earnings will depend on demands placed on 
the Service. Please note that the terms and conditions of this post are 
currently under review. 
Application forms can be obtained by writing to Jacqueline 
Smith, Training Administrator, Scottish Ambulance Service, 
Maryfi eld House, Maryfi eld Road, Ayr, KA8 9DF. Completed 
application forms should be addressed to Colin Whiteford, 
Divisional Training Offi cer at the above address.
Please note that only candidates shortlisted will be contacted. 

SENIOR HUMAN RESOURCES ADVISOR*
£21,549 - £25,212 per annum (Under Review) 
37.5 hours per week 
With at least 3 years’ experience in an HR environment, preferably in a generalist role, 
you should possess degree level qualifi cations (or equivalent in working experience) and have either achieved 
Graduate CIPD membership or be enthusiastically working towards this. Ref: 05la/2120 

HUMAN RESOURCES ADVISOR*
£17,714 - £21,549 per annum (Under Review)
37.5 hours per week
Fixed term for 6 months from 1 April 2006  
Covering for maternity leave, you will provide a range of HR advice and solutions using your knowledge 
of policies, legislation and good professional practice. With at least 2 years’ experience in an HR offi ce 
environment, you will be profi cient in Microsoft Word and Excel. You should preferably possess an HR 
qualifi cation and knowledge of HR legislation and policies.   

You will be given every opportunity to increase your skills and knowledge working closely with senior 
colleagues and also having your own portfolio of HR issues to manage. Ref: 05la/2117  

HUMAN RESOURCES ADMINISTRATOR
(RECRUITMENT)
£12,580 - £17,714 per annum (pro rata) (Under Review) 
30 hours per week
You will work closely with the Argyll and Bute HR team and also link to the recruitment team of NHS 
Highland in Inverness. While recruitment is the primary task you will also provide secretarial support to the 
HR team and be a source of HR information to staff and applicants.

You must have Standard Grade or equivalent in Maths and English, excellent keyboard skills using Microsoft 
word and the ability to communicate clearly both by word and in writing.

Experience in recruitment would be an advantage, as would knowledge of HR policies and practice. 
Ref: 05la/2116 
The above 3 posts will be based in Aros, Lochgilphead and will be involved in the 
development of the Argyll and Bute CHP and the moving forward into the new NHS 
Highland, as well as many service developments and national initiatives.
*These posts involve extensive travel throughout Argyll and Bute and require a car owner/driver.
For more information on the HR posts, please contact David Logue, HR Manager on 01546 605648 or 
e-mail david.logue@nhs.net

TRAINEE DENTAL NURSE
Trainee MTO £10,249 - £12,322 per annum (Under Review)
37.5 hours per week 
Fixed term for 3 years 
You will join the expanding salaried dental service based at the Rockfi eld Primary Care Centre, Tobermory 
with some duties involving clinics throughout Mull.  Experience of dental nursing is not essential as training 
will be provided, some of which will be on the mainland.  Eventual qualifi cation as a Dental Nurse will be 
expected within three years.

Consideration will be given to a school leaver with a minimum of 4 Standard Grades including English who 
wishes to pursue a career in dental nursing.  A driving licence would be advantageous.

Informal enquiries to Margaret Saunderson, Senior Dental Nurse on 01436 655018. Ref: 05la/2198

For an application pack, quoting appropriate reference please contact our 
Recruitment Team on our 24 hour answer service by calling 0141 314 0425 or email: 
recruitment.line@achb.scot.nhs.uk 
Closing date for all posts 13th March 2006.
For a full list of current vacancies visit www.nhsac.scot.nhs.uk

CRANNOG

RESTAURANT

Fort William

RE-OPENING

MID-MARCH

Waiting

Staff/

Chefs

required

Full-time/Part-time

To apply, telephone

01397 703786

Thanks to The Oban T imes Group recruitment,

we have successfully filled the Property Sales

Negotiator position. We advertised on the

Thursday, receiving nine applications – all of a

high quality – over the following two weeks, and,

as a direct result of The Oban T imes, the

position was filled. We were delighted with the

response, quality of applicants and the help

received from the advertising and design

teams. We will have no hesitation in advertising

througH our local newspaper in the future

“

”

MacPhee & Partners, 8 George Street, Oban , Argyll   23/2/06

Benderloch

requires the following:

TRAINED NURSES

part-time/full-time/

bank staff

£11.07 per hour
£12.07 per hour weekends

– also –

CARE ASSISTANTS

part-time/full-time/

bank staff

£6.18 per hour
Assistance with travel
from Oban is available

Please contact
Cathy Lee, Manager  –  01631 720278

MACHRIHANISH MARINE FARM LTD

COD HATCHERY

TECHNICIAN

FULL TIME, PERMANENT POST
Working as part of the small team in the cod

hatchery at Machrihanish, applications are invited
from anyone with a genuine interest in the post,
and who is willing to offer a long term commitment
to us.  Full training will be given to the successful
applicant and no previous experience is necessary,
but all candidates must be practical, enthusiastic,
reliable and in good health.  Education to degree
level would be seen as an advantage but is not
essential.

You will work on a rota basis, 10 days on and
four days off, 0800 to 1700 daily.  In addition to this
night duty and alarm cover is required.  Duties of
the post involves all aspects of the care and welfare
of the juvenile stages of cod.

The post is salaried and will depend on ability.
Applications in writing only, by March 3, please, to:

Mr J. A. Pajak
Machrihanish Marine Farm Ltd

Lossit Point
Machrihanish, PA28 6PZ

Farm Managers

Due to a proposed restructure within in our South Area

Seawater Operations, three Manager positions have become

available for the post of Farms Manager covering our sites in

Kingairloch/Leven, Linnhe/Gorsten and Loch Sunart.  The

roles will be to provide effective management and control for

day to day production and support operations on farm sites

within the specific management area.

The successful candidates will be expected to help drive and

implement best practice and operational excellence to satisfy

the high quality product and environmental standards

demanded by our customers.

Principle responsibilities will include feed and stock

management, harvest and grading planning, asset

management, people resource and performance management

and HSEQ management.

Potential candidates should have at least three years practical

knowledge and experience of fish farming and will have held

a supervisory position for at least two years.  Initiative, the

ability to motivate others, good organisation skills, computer

literacy, a strong desire and proven ability to achieve results

without close supervision are some of the necessary skills

required for this post.

In return the successful candidate will benefit from an attractive

salary package, including bonus, and the opportunity to

develop their career.

If you feel you have the necessary skills to rise to this challenge,

please apply in writing including a full career history no later

than Friday 10th March to: Vicky Ferguson, Human Resources

Manager, Marine Harvest (Scotland) Limited, Business

Resource Centre, Blar Mhor Industrial Estate, Fort William,

PH33 7PT.



To find out more about living and working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

PLANNING
TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997, 
RELATED LEGISLATION PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during 
normal office hours at the location given below. Anyone wishing to make representations 
should do so in writing to the undersigned within 14 or 21 days of the appearance of this 
notice, whichever is applicable as indicated below. Please quote the reference number 
in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PLANS

• Ref No: 06/00290/OUT
Applicant: West Highland Housing Association
Proposal: Outline Permission for Proposed Affordable Housing Development (2 Units)
Site Address: Land West Of 20 Dalavich Argyll And Bute 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Tayunilt
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 06/00337/DET
Applicant: R Atkinson Esq
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Site Address: Plot 2 Land East Of Arle Farm Aros Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Salen
Section 34 and Article 9 Advert 14 Days

• Ref No: 06/00336/DET
Applicant: R Atkinson Esq
Proposal: Erection of proposed dwellinghouse
Site Address: Plot 1 Land East Of Arle Farm Aros Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Salen
Section 34 and Article 9 Advert 14 Days

• Ref No: 06/00304/OUT
Applicant: Argyll Properties Ltd
Proposal: Site for Flatted Development
Site Address: Land North Of Congregational Church Tweedale Street Oban 
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 06/00309/OUT
Applicant: Mr And Mrs C Ogilby-Wood
Proposal: Site for Erection of Dwellinghouse
Site Address: Site North East Of Ormsaig Beadoun Tobermory Isle Of Mull 
Location of Plans: Tobermory Area Office
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 05/02587/DET
Applicant: Argyll Properties Ltd
Proposal: Erection of Brewery
Site Address: Baliscate Tobermory Isle Of Mull 
Location of Plans: Tobermory Area Office
Section 34 and Article 9 Advert 14 Days

• Ref No: 06/00257/DET
Applicant: Roger Bichanicz
Proposal: Construction of Detached Garage
Site Address: Tigh Na Lochan Bunessan Isle Of Mull 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Bunessan Isle of Mull
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 06/00281/NID
Applicant: Argyll And Bute Council
Proposal: Erection of steel framed transfer station for re-cycling paper
Site Address: Moleigh Waste Disposal Site Kilmore Oban Argyll 
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office
Notice of Intention To Develop - 21 Days

• Ref No: 06/00132/DET
Applicant: Fraser Homes (Scotland) Ltd
Proposal: Proposed Additional Access from Local Distributor Road
Site Address: Plot 2 Land South East Of Sonachan House Portsonachan Dalmally Argyll 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Dalmally
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 06/00289/OUT
Applicant: Amanda Karen Algar
Proposal: Site for Erection of a Dwelling House
Site Address: Field South West Of Toman Nan Eun Isle Of Coll PA78 6TB 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Isle of Coll 
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 06/00274/DET
Applicant: Mull Theatre
Proposal: Variation to Rehearsal Room Roof and Minor Changes to Window Arrangements 
Relative to Theatre Production Centre Approved Under 05/01238/DET
Site Address: Land At Upper Druimfin Aros Park Tobermory Isle Of Mull 
Location of Plans: Tobermory Area Office
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 06/00105/DET
Applicant: Mr + Mrs A Campbell
Proposal: Site for Dwelling House
Site Address: Plot 3 Former Filling Station Lochawe 
Dalmally Argyll 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Dalmally
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 06/00244/DET  
Applicant: Mr D Mundie
Proposal: Erection of Dwelling House
Site Address: Plot 4 Erray Road Tobermory Isle Of Mull 
Location of Plans: Tobermory Area Office
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 06/00327/OUT
Applicant: Keith Ferguson MacLean
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Site Address: Ground In Front Of Craobh Mhor Clachan Seil Isle Of Seil Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Balvicar
Section 34 and Article 9 Advert 14 Days

• Ref No: 06/00323/DET
Applicant: Highland House Developments Ltd
Proposal: Erection of dwellinghouses on plots 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8
Site Address: Land South Of Brochroy Farm Taynuilt Argyll And Bute 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Taynuilt
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 06/00338/OUT
Applicant: D And S Orr
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Site Address: Land South Of Seabank Cottage Benderloch Argyll And Bute 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Ledaig
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, Lorn House, 
Albany Street, Oban

• Ref No: 06/00311/COU 
Applicant: Simon Osborne
Proposal: Temporary site compound for the construction of Bowmore Waste Water 
Treatment Works
Site Address: Builders Yard Stanalane Bowmore Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Bowmore Area Office Isle of Islay
Section 34 Advert - 14 Days

Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, 67 Chalmers 
Street, Ardrishaig PA30 8DX 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
CONTRARY TO DEVELOPMENT PLAN) (SCOTLAND) 
DIRECTION 1996
The following planning applications have been lodged for determination with Argyll and 
Bute Council and are available for inspection during normal working hours at the local 
area office/Post Office identified below. The proposals contained in the application are 
considered to be a departure or potential departure from the Development Plan for the 
area concerned.
Anyone wishing to make representations about any of the applications identified below 
should do so in writing within 21 days from the date of publication of this notice to the 
Area Team Leader Development Control at the address below.
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PLANS

• Reference No: 06/00327/OUT
Applicant: Keith Ferguson MacLean
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Site Address: Ground In Front Of Craobh Mhor Clachan Seil Isle Of Seil Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Balvicar
Potential Departure from Policy HO22 of the Lorn Local Plan
A18 Local Plan Potential Depart Adv (21)

• Reference No: 06/00338/OUT
Applicant: D And S Orr
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Site Address: Land South Of Seabank Cottage Benderloch Argyll And Bute 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Ledaig
Potential Departure from Policy HO25 of the Lorn Local Plan
A18 Local Plan Potential Depart Adv (21)

Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, Lorn House, 
Albany Street, Oban PA34 4AR

COUNCILLOR’S SURGERY
Councillor Donald McIntosh (E.W. 13 Oban South) will not be holding a surgery 
during the month of March but can be contacted by phoning 07788 882200.
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THE WEST HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS BEST READ PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD SEEN BY MORE THAN *40,000 READERS EACH WEEK

(* Source JICREG Reader per copy average from ABC Audit)PUBLIC NOTICES
TRANSPORT SCOTLAND

THE A85 TRUNK ROAD (LOCHAWE) (30MPH SPEED LIMIT) ORDER 200
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS hereby give notice that they propose to make the
above Order under section 84(1)(a) as read with section 124(1)(d) of the Road Traffic
Regulation Act 1984 which will have the effect of imposing a 30mph speed limit on 
the following length of road:
That length of the A85 Tyndrum – Oban Trunk Road at Lochawe from a point 
45 metres or thereby south west of the extended west gable of No 1 St Conan’s Road
north eastwards to a point 115 metres or thereby northeast of the centreline of the
access road leading to Carraig Thura Hotel, a distance of 2.1 kilometres or thereby.
The Trunk Roads (Route A85) (40mph speed limit) (Lochawe) Order 1981 is revoked
by this Order.
Full details of the proposal are contained in the Order which, together with a plan
showing the length of road involved, a copy of the Order to be revoked and a statement
of the Scottish Ministers’ reasons for proposing to make the Order, may be examined
free of charge during normal business hours from 23rd February 2006 until 23rd March
2006 at Transport Scotland, Trunk Roads Network Management Directorate,
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh; and Lochawe Stores (Post Office), Lochawe PA33 1AQ.
Any person wishing to object to the proposed Order should send details of the
grounds for objection in writing to Transport Scotland, Trunk Roads Network
Management Directorate, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ by 23rd March 2006.
J G BARTON
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ.

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL
Notices Under the Town and Country Planning Acts
The applications for Planning Permission listed below, and Environmental Statements where
appropriate, together with the plans and other documents submitted with them may be
examined at the AREA PLANNING OFFICE, FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FT WILLIAM,
PH33 6XY, between the hours of 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday and at the location where
listed below during normal office hours.
Written comments (whether supporting or opposing the applications) may be made to the
AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS MANAGER at the address below within the
period listed below from the date of publication of this notice.

Applicant Name & Proposal Description           Location where application
Development Address may be inspected &
Reference Number reason for Advertisement
The Royal Bank Of Scotland
Royal Bank Of Scotland
6 High Street
Fort William
Inverness-Shire
06/00050/LBCLO

Erection of 3 Signs Listed Building (21 days)

Area Planning and Building Standards Manager, Lochaber Dafydd Jones, Highland Council,
Fulton House, Gordon Square, Ft William, PH33 6XY. Tel: (01397) 707015, Fax: (01397) 707022. 
E-Mail planning.lochaber@highland.gov.uk

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND

ROADS (SCOTLAND) ACT 1984
THE A82 TRUNK ROAD (AONACHAN LAY-BY, SPEAN BRIDGE) 
(STOPPING UP) ORDER 2006
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT on 7th February 2006 the Scottish Ministers,
in exercise of the powers conferred by section 71(2) of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984
made the above mentioned Order.
Copies of the Order as made and of the accompanying plan have been deposited at
the offices of Transport Scotland, Trunk Roads Network Management Directorate,
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ; the offices of BEAR Scotland Ltd, Annat Point,
Corpach, Fort William; and Spean Bridge Post Office, Spean Bridge and may be
inspected there free of charge from 23rd February 2006 to 23rd March 2006.
The effect of this Order is stated in Notice 1501/265 in the Edinburgh Gazette Number
25941 dated 11th November 2005 and in the Oban Times dated 10th November 2005.
The Order comes into force on 23rd February 2006.
J G BARTON
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ
7th February 2006

Iain M Mulholland is
applying to decroft part
of the croft at Sealladh-
Na-Mara, Isle of Jura,
extending to 0.173
hectare, for the purpose
of providing the site for
a dwellinghouse.
Ref: C/21478.
Miss Marion Mac-
Dougall is applying to
decroft part of the croft
at Pt 21 and 22 Achintore,
Kilmallie, extending to
0.55 hectare, for the
purpose of providing
sites for four dwelling-
houses. Ref: C/6938.
If you consider that the
decrofting of these areas
will adversely affect your
crofting interests or that
of the local crofting
community, please make
written representations to
the Crofters Commis-
sion, Castle Wynd,
Inverness IV2 3EQ, by
March 13, 2006, quoting
the appropriate reference.
Representations will be
copied to the applicant.
Comments on any earlier
applications cannot be
taken into account on this
occasion.

MUSIC COMPETITION

1st Prize £500

Compose a new piece of

instrumental music or a

Gaelic song to celebrate

the Gaelic language and

culture in the City of

Glasgow.

This competition will

close on Tuesday 18th

April 2006.

The winner will be

selected by the staff,

pupils and parents of

the Glasgow Gaelic

Primary School.

FARPAIS CIÙIL

1d Duais £500

Cruthaich pìos ciùil

ionnsramaid às ùr no

òran Gàidhlig a tha

comharrachadh an cultur

agus an cànan Gàidhlig

ann am Baile Ghlaschu.

Tha an fharpais seo

a'dùnadh air Dimàirt

18mh Giblean 2006.

Bi am pìos ciùil a'

bhuannaicheas air a

thaghadh le sgoilearan,

luchd-obrach agus pàrantan

Bunsgoil Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu.

For more information and a copy of the rules please contact:

Carole Maclean, Project Director,

An Lòchran, 22 Mansfield Street, Glasgow G11 5QP

0141 342 4119 or 0141 339 2022

Please note that the offices of

Argyll and the Islands Enterprise

and Careers Scotland Centres in

Argyll will be closed from 13.30

on Tuesday, 28th February 2006

and all day on Wednesday, 1st

March 2006, for staff training.

Please also note that the offices

Lochaber Enterprise and the

Lochaber Careers Scotland Centre

will be closed all day on Wednesday,

1st March 2006.

We apologise for any

inconvenience caused.

RECRUITMENT

PORTSONACHAN

HALL

Annual

General

Meeting

Wednesday 8 March

at 8 p.m.

Portsonachan Hall

ALL WELCOME

MULTIPLE
SCLEROSIS

THERAPY CENTRE
(OBAN) LTD

A.G.M

Thursday 9 March
The Centre,

Glencruitten Road
at 7 p.m.

All friends of the
centre are welcome

to attend

Closing date for applications:

Friday, 10th March 2006

CONSTRUCTION TRAINING CENTRE

MANAGER

Experienced in the construction industry?

The NEW Training Centre at Lochaber College needs

an innovative manager to drive it forward.

We're looking for a dynamic person with strong

construction industry links to lead this project to meet

the local training needs of the construction industry.

If you've got the winning combination of

industry experience and connections,

a can-do attitude and fantastic project

management skills, we'd love to hear from you.

Permanent position

(contract could be offered on a full-time or part-time basis)

Salary range: £17 - £20k

For an application pack please contact

Allison MacInnes on

01397 874 206 or

allison.macinnes@lochaber.uhi.ac.uk

www.lochabercollege.co.uk

COAST PROTECTION ACT 1949
APPLICATION FOR CONSTRUCTION

OF A SEA OUTFALL AT

ARDRISHAIG AND LOCHGILPHEAD

Notice is hereby given that Mr McMillan, on behalf  of
Scottish Water  Solutions, has applied to the Scottish
Ministers of the Scottish Executive, under section 34
of the Coast Protection Act 1949, as amended  by the
section 36 of the Merchant Shipping Act 1988, to carry
out construction of two sea outfalls at the above location
in the positions:

Description Latitude Longitude

Outfall 56 00.64 N 05 26.84 W

Outfall 56 01.03 N 05 26.77 W

Plans showing the position of the works may be
inspected at Lochgilphead Branch Library, Manse Brae,
Lochgilphead, PA31 8QZ.
Objections relating to safety of navigation, in respect
of the application, should be made to: Ports and
Harbours Branch, The Scottish Executive, Transport
Division 4, Area 2F North, Mailpoint 2B, Victoria Quay,
Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ, within 28 days of the date of
this notice quoting reference: 2SPC\1\5\64.
Scottish Water Solutions
Leven House, Balmore Road
Glasgow, G22 6NP

COAST PROTECTION ACT 1949
APPLICATION FOR PONTOONS

AT LEODAMUS BAY, PORT ELLEN,

ISLE OF ISLAY

Notice is hereby given that Mr Johnstone, on behalf of
Port Ellen Harbour Association Limited, has applied to
the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Executive, under
section 34 of the Coast Protection Act 1949, as
amended  by the section 36 of the Merchant Shipping
Act 1988, to carry out the placing of pontoons at the
above location in the position:

Description Latitude Longitude

Moorings 55 37.68 N 06 11.26 W

Plans showing the position of the works may be
inspected at Port Ellen Post Office.
Objections relating to safety of navigation, in respect
of the application, should be made to: Ports and
Harbours Branch, The Scottish Executive, Transport
Division 4, Area 2F North, Mailpoint 2B, Victoria Quay,
Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ, within 28 days of the date of
this notice quoting reference: 2SPC\2\4\39.
Mr Johnstone
Balaclava Croft
Port Ellen, Isle of Islay, Argyll

Oban and FortWilliam Depots

require

Driver/Storeperson

Permanent full time positions

Full clean driving licence required

Good rates of pay

Apply to Mr C Mcdonald

01631 563711

WORK AVAILABLE

Organising the delivery of your

local PHONE BOOK

The work is mainly from home and is suitable for anyone with

spare time during the day. Local interviews and training will be

held shortly. The distribution commences in approximately two

months.

If you have your own car, please apply in writing stating name,

age, address (including postcode), telephone number and work

experience to:

Deya Limited (32961)

St. Paul's Clockhouse, Reading Road,

Wokingham RG41 1EX

Or E-mail: Ian.Glasson@Deya.co.uk

If you are interested in delivery work only please call

0800 298 7101 / (0118) 989 9909 or go to www.deya.co.uk/jobs

We regret that unsuccessful applicants will not be contacted.
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CALL

 01631568000

FOR YOUR

PAID FOR

ADVERT  TO

RUN FOR A

SECOND

WEEK

Thursday 23 February 2006

•
 REMOVALS &

STORAGE

•
 WANTED: MOTOR HOMES

WWWWWANTEDANTEDANTEDANTEDANTED

MOTOR HOMES
HIGH TOPS and

CARAVANS
Top price paid

Any age or
 condition
Telephone:

01250 876236
or 07711573308

Blairgowrie
Campers

•
WINDOWS & DOORS

Up to

30% OFF

WINDOWS & DOORS

CONSERVATORIES

GARAGE DOORS

ROOFLINE PRODUCTS

FLAT ROOFS

Call Ronald Gordon

(01631) 720074

07776402550

•
 MAINTENANCE

INSIDE & OUT - For all
your building maintenance -
tiling, plastering, rendering,
decorating and installation
of kitchens and bathrooms.
No job too small.
Call 07855 409511

•
 SECOND HAND

CARAVANS

SECOND- HAND

CARAVANS

FOR SALE

20 second- hand caravans

for off- site sale, two and

three bedrooms (10' and

12' wide),

from £1,500.  Largest

selection in Argyll.  Ideal

for holiday lets, B&B,

seasonal workers'

accommodation, etc.

Can be delivered - buyer

to pay transport costs.

Contact Keith Campbell,

Drimsynie Estates,

telephone 01301 703457

(office hours) or

07768 647180 (mobile).

•
 ROOFING

ABBEY
ROOFING

Complete Re-roof, Roof
Repairs, Insurance Work,

Grant Work, uPVC
Roofliners, Slating & Tiling,

Supply & Fit, Fascias,
Soffits, Cladding, Guttering

STORM DAMAGE
SPECIALISTS

All work honestly explained
before commencing

CALL FOR A FREE
QUOTATION AND

ADVICE

FREEPHONE OBAN
08000 835640

Covering the West
Highlands and Islands

•
 BUILDING CONTRACTORS

A WILKIE
Plumbing and
Tiling Services

●All types of plumbing
  and heating work
●Bathroom and
  kitchen installations
●Wall and floor tiling
●Free estimates
●Oban and surrounding
  area

Tel: 01866 833319
Mob: 07834 997585

•
 PLUMBING AND

TILING SERVICES

•
 JOINERS

Wm C Gillies
Joiner/Contractor

Creag Mor, Taynuilt
Phone/fax 01866822546

Mobile 07979612644

www.gilliesjoinery.co.uk

New house builder

Timber frame specialist

Conservatories

Windows

Kitchens

Garden Decks

OLD CARSOLD CARSOLD CARSOLD CARSOLD CARS

MOTMOTMOTMOTMOT

FFFFFAILURESAILURESAILURESAILURESAILURES

REREREREREMOMOMOMOMOVEDVEDVEDVEDVED

ANDANDANDANDAND

LEGALLLEGALLLEGALLLEGALLLEGALLYYYYY

DESTRODESTRODESTRODESTRODESTROYEDYEDYEDYEDYED

£100

Telephone

01852 500 610

or

07979 56989

•
 SCRAP CARS

•
 FURNITURE

ALBA PINE quality furni-
ture. Telephone 01852
316257 or visit showroom
at Keltia, Main Street,
Connel.
Website:
www.albapine.co.uk.

•
 UPHOLSTERERS

Glencoe Design

Upholstery

Telephone:

(01631) 740281

Email:sales@glencoedesign.co.uk

www.glencoedesign.co.uk

Domestic and contract work,

boats, caravans etc.

Antique restoration and

cane work.

•
 CLEANING

1ST
CHOICE

CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Carpets and
 upholstery
 cleaning

at its best!
All work guaranteed

Telephone:
07815 036684

or
01631 720322
01631 720297

Evenings

•
 COUNSELLING &

ADVICE

Offers  information and

support and refuge (if

needed) to women and

children (if any) who have

been or are being abused

by their partner/ex

partner

Telephone:
08702 413548

This is a confidential
service

Argyll and Bute
WOMEN’S

AID •
 MOBILE PHONES

FREE MOBILE
PHONES, free connec-
tion. For best deals
telephone your local dealer
Q5 on 01866 833374

A BURNS

ROOFING

Complete Roofing and

Guttering Service

Slating, Tilling,

Lead-Work

 Flat Roof Specialist

Guttering Repair and

Renewal

Exterior painting and

New PVC Cladding

FREEPHONE

0800 169 2450

Or mobile

07751 848 948

•
 ROOFING

Published by The Oban Times Limited,
P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 5HB, �(01631) 568000

Fax (01631) 568001 — www.obantimes.co.uk
and registered as a newspaper at the Post Office

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions

which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications

owned by The Oban Times Limited.

Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, The Oban Times

Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.

The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and

provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of

advertising materials to the public within these publications.

1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful

and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all

other codes.

2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular

advertisement.

3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the

advertisement by giving reasonable notice.

4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on

acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed

by telephone, mail, fax or in person.

5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the

Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the

publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the

whole cost of the advertisement.

6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts

and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the

Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that

matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such

other Court as the Publisher may choose.

7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage

occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of

publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which

any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any

error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or

part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the

advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case

may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No

re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the error,

misprint or omission does not materially detract from the

advertisement.

8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within

fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total

liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed

the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for

the particular advertisement in connection with which liability

arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type

and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with

which liability arose.

9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the

Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling

upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened

legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in

any one or more of a series of advertisements published in

accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in

pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.

10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of

order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be

agreed with the Publisher in advance.

11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15

days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.

In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late

payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily

basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the

Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an

administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher

reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an

additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though

it has been raised with the original invoice.

12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of

our conditions.
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PREPAID

ADVERTISING

RATES

Private Classifieds
Lineage Rates

Minimum charge £9.30+VAT

(up to 16 words)

thereafter £1.85 per line

Box Number Fee £4.15 (+VAT)

Births, Engagements, Marriages, Deaths

and Acknowledgments

Minimum charge £8.75 (+VAT)

thereafter £1.80 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £5.75(+VAT)

thereafter £1.30 per line (+VAT)

Trade Classifieds:
See Trade Classified Page for Rates

Trade Display:
£7.75 per single column centimetre

Recruitment:
£13.95 per single column centimetre

Public Notices:
£8.75 per single column centimetre

Properties

£8.50 per single column centimetre

Private Accommodation

to Let/Wanted

£8.50 per single column centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)

Personals:
£5.60 per single column centimetre

Payment: Pre-payment required
for advertisements of less than £50

(excluding death notices)
Please make cheques and
postal orders payable to

The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1,
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB

www.obantimes.couk
or telephone your advertisement

to
Oban (01631) 568000

Lochgilphead (01546) 602345
Campbeltown (01586) 554646
Fort William (01397) 703003

Please note copy deadline:
Monday 4.30 p.m. in Oban
HELP US TO HELP YOU . . .

PRE-PAY SMALL ADVERTS!

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND

EVERY WEEK!

The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

(one year)
U.K. ......................... £46.25
EEC ......................... £55.00
WORLDWIDE via
Surface Mail ........... £82.00
or Airmail ............. £126.50
The Oban Times Limited,

P.O. Box 1,
 Oban, Argyll,

PA34 4HB
 Scotland, UK

www.obantimes.co.uk

BICYCLES

BOYS BIKE age 4 - 8 silver
with front suspension,
hardly used excellent
condition, £45.00. Tel-
ephone 01631 565478.
MAN/BOYS bike,
reasonable condition, £25.
Telephone 01631 563935.

BLINDS

VELUX BLINDS X 3  size
MO4 in white, used for 2
weeks, boxed with instruc-
tions, new £70 each offers
around £100. Telephone
01866 822747.

BUILDING EQUIPMENT

NEW GEORGIAN plaster
cornice, 12+metres, £250.
Telephone 01631 730522.²

CHANDELIERS

6 TRIPLE GLASS globe
chandeliers in good
condition and working
order. Would suit large
house or commercial
premises, £19.99 each.
Telephone 01631 566332.

COMPUTER

EQUIPMENT

COMPUTER
WORKSTATION corner
unit beech - effect 900w/d,
£45ono.  Telehone 01631
710398.
OFFICE DESK with
drawers, good condition,
£49.99.  Telephone 01838
200672.
WORKSTATION beech
effect, takes all peripherals,
disc storage, immaculate.
Cost £115 will sell for
£29.99.  Telephone 01546
606805.

DIY

DEWALT W800 radial
arm saw complete with
stand, vgc, £300 ono,
heavy duty pvc pipes,
various sizes, ideal for
culverts or drainage.
Telephone 07771 774265.

PERSONALS

Hugh Morrison
 wishes to send warmest
thanks to relatives and
friends for the presents,
cards and good wishes

received on the occasion
of his 60th birthday,
which were received

with much appreciation.
Also thanks to those who
managed to join him in
the Keel - Row for his
birthday celebration on

12th February 2006.

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES

BEKO FRIDGE good
working order. Has been
electrically tested, £15.
Telephone 01631 564848
Office hours.
COOKER - ceramic top, 2
ovens,  good condition.
Telephone 01546 602525.
CREDA REVERSAIR
energy save tumble dryer,
hardly used, £40 vgc.
telephone 01631 563691.
FRIDGE AND FREEZER
matching white normal size
with reverse door option, £49
for both.
Telephone 01631 571177.
FRIDGE FREEZER, 4
month old,small freezer, large
fridge, £49. Telephone
07785702840.
NEW WORLD mains gas
cooker, very clean, £29.
Telephone 01631 564848
Office hours.
PANASONIC  NN-
K125MB, 800w microwave
oven/grill. Unwanted gift.
Used once only and in
original packaging. £75. Can
deliver in Oban area. Tel.
01852500651
STOVE  Cast Iron, green
enamelled, 'Dahlia' design by
Faure Revin £350 ono
Telephone: 01631 730 384.

DOMESTIC PETS

AFRICAN GREY PARROT
4 years female, great talker,
comes with large cage and
toys, £400 Telephone
07990731845 (Oban).
FULL PEDIGREE Golden
Labrador pup, KC reg, one
dog left, both parents
excellent hip scores, real
beauty.  Ready now.
Telephone 01866 822593.
JACK RUSSELL PUPS farm
reared dogs and bitches(Tails
not Docked). Lovely
markings and temperaments,
all pups wormed and ready to
go, £160. No time wasters
please. Telephone 01631
710636 or Mobile
07880733868(Oban Area)²
SPRINGER SPANIEL
PUPS, liver and white and
black and white. Excellent
pedigree. Both parents can be
seen. 2 bitches, 4 dogs. Ready
now. Bitches £350, Dogs
£300. Telephone 01687
450746. ²
SPRINGER SPANIEL dog
pups, can see dam. Telephone
Abi 01855 811316.

 FURNITURE

BREAKFAST SET wood
effect table top and silver
tubulor metal frame with
shelving plus two folding
stools, £25.  Telephone
01631 563691.

The Retired Greyhound
Trust have beautiful

dogs and bitches
suitable for adoption.
These dogs are fully

vaccinated and speyed/
neutered.  If you feel
you could offer one of
these ex-racers a home

please contact Northern
Division on 01470
511705 or 01463

235696.  The RGT is a
registered charity No
269668.  A donation is

required.  Look
forward to hearing

from you.

HAPPY 21ST
BIRTHDAY

KERRY

Love Mum and Donald
and Dad, Tina and Eilidh.

LADIES
engagement ring
lost in Oban on
February 17,

2006.  Reward
£50.  Telephone
01546 870 643.

DARK WOOD lounge
unit 6" long.  Includes
shelves, drinks cabinet
and 3 cupboards £49.99
v.g.c.  Telephone 01546
606301.
DINING Table, solid
wood, 'Distressed', 6' x
3'6" with matching
upholstered four chairs
and two carvers, £450.
Telephone 01631
730384.²
DISPLAY CABINET 5ft,
top glass doors, three
drawers, two bottom
cupboards, good condi-
tion, £49.99 ono. Tel-
ephone 01631 564255.
DOUBLE BED divan
plus mattress slight
damage but still usable,
free to good home.
Telephone 07881950746.
DOUBLE HEADBOARD
rose pink velour nice
shape ,excellent condi-
tion, £30.  Telephone
01631 720230.
FOLDING BED v.g.c,
£10.  Telephone 01546
606301
FOLD UP DOUBLE bed
with mattress, £30, buyer
to uplift.  Telephone
01546 603446.
GORGEOUS TAUPE
leather Italian corner
sofa, vgc. £1800 new,
accept £195 for quick
sale. Telephone  01852
300221.
SOLID PINE Circular
Table and Chairs, seats 4.
£60  Telephone 01631
563303. ²
SOLID OAK TABLE
and chairs 42" round with
12" extension, £47.00.
Telephone 01631 720629.
STAG (Minstral) Drinks
Cabinet £197.
Stag(Minstral)  Hi Fi
Cabinet  £150. Mahogany
Repro Bookcase £50
Telephone 01631 710056
or 07974768148. ²

TWO x two seater settes,
blue, vgc, £150. Tel-
ephone 01631 565733.
3 PIECE SUITE - blue
with detachable covers.
Good condition, any
reasonable offer.  Tel-
ephone 01546 603308

GARDEN EQUIPMENT

JCB LAWN MOWER
electric rotary mower
metal blade fold down
handle, £30 vgc.  Tel-
ephone 01631 563691.
VIKING electric hedge
cutter (HEL 700), as
new, £150.  Flymo Turbo
Compact grass cutter,
good condition, £30.
Telephone 01631
760222.

FAB AT "52"
Happy Birthday on

February 28th

NFH'S
X

£500 was raised for
North Argyll

Carers Centre and
Crossroads Valen-

tines Tea. We
would like to thank
everyone who came
along to support us

on the day.

GREYHOUNDS

HEATERS

VALOR FIRELITE gas
heater for calor gas, good
condition, £40.  Telephone
01631 566466.

HOME ENTERTAINMENT

BUSH INTERNET T.V.
box with keyboard, £10.
Telephone 01631 565733.

KITCHEN UNITS

KITCHEN BASE UNIT
- 500cm, drawer / door.
New un-used.  Warm
cherry wood, £40.
Telephone 01546
602525.

KILT ACCESSORIES

KILT, Mackay tartan, 8
years old, waist 32",
length 27" £50.  Tel-
ephone 01546 602525.
KILT BELT, black
leather, 32" waist, no
buckle, £20.
Telephone 01397
703928.
KILT JACKET, green
tweed, 40" chest, as
new,
£49.99. Telephone
01397 703928

LADIES CLOTHING

LADIES D.B. wool grey
jacket ,new, size 16, £15.
Telephone 01631 564358.

LOST AND FOUND

MISCELLANEOUS

BEER KIT(2) barrels plus
complete kit, £30.
Telephone 07919173532.
HUNTING HORN copper
and brass 4ft, £10.
Telephone 01631 565143.

MOTABILITY

TWO excellent disability
scooters, TGA Superlight,
£700 and Buzz, £500.
Proceeds to Motor
Neurone Disease Associa-
tion.  Telephone 01631
720556. ²

MUSICAL

INSTRUMENTS

BALIE PIANO Accordion
120 bass, 24 treble.  Very
good condition £600.
Telephone 01499 302031
MARLBOROUGH
modern upright piano in
mahogany. View at Connel
£150.  Telephone
07748274983.
PIANO ACCORDION
ESoprani 96 bass, four
voice, two years old.  £800
ono, owner wants 72 bass.
Telephone 01369 706229.²
PIANO, suit beginner,
children, youth club.
Regularly played and
tuned.  Free to anyone who
can use it.  Telephone
01866 822 447.

POOL TABLE

POOL TABLE 6 foot slate
bed, new cloth and
cushions, all accessories.
£395.  Telephone: 01866
833 240.

PRINTING AND

STATIONERY

MULTIPURPOSE
PAPER - For use on all
copiers, laser and inkjet
printers.  Also available
coloured paper and
board sizes to order.
Contact Krisp Printing
and Stationery,
Burnbank,
Campbeltown. Tel-
ephone 01586 554975.
WRITING PAPER &
Envelopes - Personalised
and matching, an ideal
present, contact Krisp
Printing & Stationery,
Burnbank,
Campbeltown. Tel-
ephone 01586 554975.

SPORTS EQUIPMENT

SNOW BOARD and
bindings 158cm men's
board, BKA Brand £35.
Telephone 07875331949
or 01866 822058.

WANTED

HIGHLAND DANCE
outfit to fit 8½ year old
girl.  Telephone 01369
870372.

WINDOWS

NEW VELUX WIN-
DOWS 550 x 780, flashing
and blind, £150 ono.
Telephone 01631 710487²

PERSONALS
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BIRTHS

CAMPBELL - Kathryn and
Stephen are delighted  to an-
nounce the birth of Ewen
William, a beautiful wee
brother for Beth, on Febru-
ary  12, 2006 at The Lorn and
Islands District General Hos-
pital.  Many thanks to all
midwives involved.

HALL - Jonnie and Alice
(nèe Ross), Haddington, are
delighted to announce the
birth of their son, Samuel
Albert, on December 27,
2005 at the Royal Infirmary,
Edinburgh. A brother for
Daniel, fourth grandchild for
Katie, Newtonmearns and
Tobermory, and Anne and
Tom,  Newcastle.

PIKE - KYLE - Noel and
Kirsty are delighted to an-
nounce the birth of their son,
Liam, at Raigmore Hospital
on February 9, 2006. A little
brother for Kieran. Thanks to
Dr Lees and all staff in Wards
9&10, Raigmore and mid-
wives at Belford Hospital.

ENGAGEMENTS

TAYLOR - SMART -
Both families are delighted
to announce the engage-
ment on February 12, 2006,
of Kevin to Ailsa.  Con-
gratulations.

DEATHS

BLACK  - Peacefully and
surrounded by his family,
on Monday, February 20,
2006, aged 49 years, John
Archie Black, beloved hus-
band of Annette, dear father
of Justine and Jane and
much loved son of Susanne
and the late Archie Black.
Sorely missed.

EDGAR - John Stoddart.
Peacefully at home on
Tuesday, February 7, 2006
after a long illness borne
with great courage and dig-
nity.  John aged 65 years
beloved husband of Ella
and dear father of Christine.
A loving brother and uncle.
Funeral service was held in
St. John's Church on  Feb-
ruary 9, 2006 followed by
interment at Kilnaughton
Cemetery, Port Ellen, Islay.
KELLY - Suddenly at 1
Caledonian Road, Corpach,
on February 13, 2006, Vin-
cent, aged 56 years, be-
loved husband of the late
Flora Kelly (nèe
MacDonald), father of
Donna, Charles and Sean
and the late Martin. R.I.P.
MACEACHERN - Peace-
fully at home in Blair Atholl
on February 15, 2006,
Archie, beloved husband of
Jean Seaton and much
loved father of Neil. Last
surviving son of the late
Archie and Kate
MacEachern, Ballachulish.
MACFARLANE - Sud-
denly at his home, 2 Lower
Achinreir, Barcaldine, on
February 10, 2006, Hugh,
aged 78 years, a dear
brother and uncle.  Funeral
took place on February 20,
2006.
McLELLAN - Very sud-
denly on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 14, 2006 at  Glen-
garry Hotel, Callander,
Hugh McLellan, son of the
late Alexander and Mary
McLellan, late of Caol-Ila,
Islay, dear brother to Katie,
Colin, Donald and Annie.
McNEILL - At Dumfries
Royal Infirmary on Febru-
ary 12, 2006, Anne McNeill
(Anne Gartcosh), lately of
Colonsay, dearly loved
mother of Diane, Morag
and Alison, mother-in-law
of John, Chris and James
and much loved gran of
Barbara, Malcolm and
Catriona.
PORTER - Peacefully at
Borders General Hospital,
Melrose, on February 14,
2006, in her 99th year,
Alice (née Mitchell) Main
Street, Leitholm, (Berwick-
shire) beloved wife of the
late Allan, dear mother of
Muir, Bryce and Les and a
much loved great-grand-
mother.  A funeral service
was held at Leitholm Kirk
and Leitholm Cemetery, on
Tuesday, February 21,
2006.
SPREADBURY - MUIR -
Donna beloved wife of
Alasdair, mother of Craig,
daughter of Moira and the
late Charles and much loved
elder sister to Deirdrie and
Charles, slipped  away
peacefully at home on Thurs-
day,  February 16, 2006, af-
ter a short illness, coura-
geously fought.  Funeral
service took  place on Tues-
day, February 21, 2006 at
10am with interment at
Pennyfuir Cemetery.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

CONNELLY – Archie
would like to thank, most
sincerely, family, friends
and neighbours for all their
support, flowers, letters and
cards, following the loss of
his dear wife Gladys.
Special thanks to Rev Liz
Gibson for the comforting
service, D and A Munn for
professional and caring
funeral services and to
everyone who paid their
last respects in church and
at Pennyfuir Cemetery.
EDGAR - John Stoddart.
Ella and Christine wish to
sincerely thank relatives,
friends and neighbours for
all the cards, flowers, vis-
its and expressions of sym-
pathy they received at this
sad time. Special thanks to
Dr A McDonald and staff at
the Beatson Oncology Cen-
tre, staff of Glasgow Royal
and Western Infirmaries
and particularly of Wards
4C and 5C of Gartnavel
General. To road and air
ambulance crews, the mag-
nificent local medical team
of doctors Knowles,
Brown, Lyon and
Pickering, the wonderful
district nurses, Anne, John,
Sylvia and Allison who
looked after John, Jennifer
the Macmillan nurse and to
everyone who paid their
last respects at St. John's
Church and Kilnaughton
Cemetery, Port Ellen, Islay.
To Rev Angus Morrison for
the beautiful service, Dan
Edgar for the Eulogy, to
Marjory Gallimore organ-
ist, Jean and Craig
MacAffer for funeral ar-
rangements efficiently and
sensitively performed and
to the Machrie Hotel for the
excellent purvey.  Thanks to
all who donated to the gen-
erous sum of £1500 for
Cancer Research.
MACCOLL - The family
of the late Jean McColl
wish to thank all relatives,
friends and neighbours for
the kind expressions of
sympathy received at this
very sad time.  Heartfelt ap-
preciation to the staff of
Duncuan for their care and
attention shown to Jean
over the last two years.
Very special thanks for the
support given by the Rev
Roddy MacLeod and for a
thoughtful and comforting

service also sincere thanks
to Roddy MacDonald and
staff for the efficient and
caring funeral arrange-
ments.
MACINTYRE - Peggy
and family would like to
thank all who paid their re-
spects at the cathedral and
graveside at the funeral of
her husband, Alisdair.
Thanks also to Canon
McKay, Canon Fraser, Mr
Hoey and Son for funeral
arrangements, the doctors
and nurses in Ward B at The
Lorn and Islands Hospital,
the doctors and  staff at
Taynuilt Surgery, the ambu-
lance service and Kings
Knoll Hotel for excellent
refreshments.  Thanks also
to Rebecca Troedson,
Shona MacLeman and Jim
Murphy.  Thank you all.
MILLER - Minnie (née
McKinnon) formerly of
Crieff.  John and Janet
would like to thank all rela-
tives, friends and neigh-
bours for their kind
thoughts and comforting
messages, a special thank
you to Donald McKinnon
of Oban for his support,
guidance and ministry and
thanks also to Gaulds Un-
dertakers for smooth ar-
rangements sympatheti-
cally carried out.
MACPHERSON - The
family and sister of the late
Jessie MacPherson, thank
everyone for the much ap-
preciated expressions of
sympathy, flowers and
cards. Special thanks to Dr
Buchanan and the staff of
the Pines Medical Centre,
to all the staff at the
MacKintosh Centre,
Mallaig and her home
carers Tracy and Allison.
Thanks to John Fraser who
conducted the service and
to Barbra for playing the
organ. Grateful thanks to all
who attended the service
and graveside, to Mike,
Ewan and Theresa for car-
ing funeral arrangements.
The sum of £180 was con-
tributed to Christian Aid.
MACQUEEN - The fam-
ily of the late Murdo
MacQueen would like to
thank all relatives, friends
and neighbours for their
kind expressions of sympa-
thy, floral tributes, cards,
letters and telephone calls,
also to all who paid their
respects at the church and
graveside. Special thanks to
Rev Richard Corbett and
John Fraser for a comfort-
ing service, also to Ian and
Mary Kennedy and Graham
Buchanan. Thank you to
Mike McFall and staff for
their compassionate and
professional funeral ar-
rangements. Thanks also to
the staff at the Moorings
Hotel, we would especially
like to acknowledge the
care and kindness shown to
Murdo by the staff of
Mosspark Nursing Home.
Donations to staff at
Mosspark £332.

IN MEMORIAM

BROWN - In loving
memory of my dear hus-
band, Alaisdair, who died at
his home on February 25,
2005.
It's hard to put on paper
The words I'd like to say
To say how much I miss
you
Each and every day
No matter how I spend my
time
No matter what I do
I never close my eyes at
night
Without a thought of you.
Gad Caoidh's Gad
Ionndrainn.
-  Seonaid, Hillside, 11
Balephuil, Tiree.
BROWN - Treasured
memories of my two broth-
ers, Alaisdair, who died
Feburary 25, 2005 and Hec-
tor who died March 24,
2004.
Sadly missed along life's
way
Quietly remembered every
day.
- Donald Archie, Nancy,
Donise and family, Tiree
and Linwood.
BROWN - In loving
memory of a dear brother,
Alaisdair, who passed away
February 25, 2005.  Also re-
membering loved ones
gone before.
Loved and remembered al-
ways.
- Ina and families, Balinoe,
Tiree.
CAMPBELL (MacLarty)
- In loving memory of our
dear mum, Bella, who
passed away  February 21,
2000, aged 86 years.
Gone is the face we loved
so well
Gone is the voice we long
to hear
No words or verse could
ever say
How much you are sadly
missed each day
Forever in our hearts.
- Norma, Mairi, Bob, Nor-
man, Michael and all the
grandchildren.
CAMPBELL - In loving
memory of our parents,
Neil and Peggy, who died
February 14, 1977 and Feb-
ruary 27, 1985, respec-
tively. R.I.P. Our Lady of
the Isles pray for them.
- Inserted by the family,
South Uist, Fort William
and Devon.

FARQUHAR - In loving
memory of Molly and
Donald.
- Rhoda.
GALLACHER - In loving
memory of my dear hus-
band, Neil, who died on
February 29, 2000.
Time may hide the sadness
Like the smile
That hides the tears
But nothing will hide
The heartache
Despite the passing years
Inserted by his loving wife.
- Ella Ann and family.
No matter how our lives
have changed
No matter what we do
We'll never forget those
precious years
The ones we shared with
you.
- Winnie and family.
GIBSON - In loving
memory of my dear wife,
Mary-Bell, who died Feb-
ruary 23, 1987.
Loved and remembered
every day.
- Jimmy and family.
GIBSON - Precious
memories of our dear mum,
Mary-Bell who died, Feb-
ruary 23, 1987.
Deep in our hearts
You will always stay
Loved and remembered
Every day
With love
- Iain and family, Dalmally.
- Margaret and family
Canada.
KING - In memory of a
loving husband, Donald,
who died March 1, 2004.
A daily thought a silent tear
A constant wish that you
were here.
- Inserted by his wife Katie,
8 Achaphubuil, Fort
William.
MACCORMICK - In lov-
ing memory of Catherine,
who died February 27,
2002, a much loved mother
and gran.
You fell asleep without
goodbye
But memories of you
Will never die.
Sadly missed.
- Colin, Flora and Graeme.
MACCORMICK - In lov-
ing memory of my dear
mother, Catherine, died
February 27, 2002.
’Til roses lose their petals
’Til heather has lost it's dew
’Til the end of time dear
mother
I will remember you.
- Her daughter, Mary.
MACDONALD - In loving
memory of my dear par-
ents, Alexander, who died
on May 23, 1993 and Mary,
who died on February 24,
1998.  Both loved and re-
membered everyday.
- Jessie and Ian.
MACDONALD - In loving
memory of a dear father and
papa, Hamish, who died
suddenly on February 28,
1992.
In our hearts you will al-
ways stay
Loved and remembered
every day.
Loved always.
- Ronnie and family,
Kinlochlaggan.
MACDONALD - Precious
memories of our beloved
mother and gran, Margaret
MacDonald, who passed
away on February 21, 2005.
A year has passed
Since that sad day
The mum we loved
Was called away
A wonderful mum
So very rare
Content in her home
And always there
She guided our paths
And helped us along
If we walk in her footsteps
We'll never go wrong
A smile for all
A heart of gold
The best the world
Could ever hold
Never selfish always kind
These are the memories
She left behind.
Sorely missed.
Remembering loved ones
gone before.
- May Margaret and
Tearlach
Main Road Farm
Balephuil, Isle of Tiree.
MACDONALD - Treas-
ured memories of our be-
loved mother, Margaret
MacDonald, who passed
away on February 21, 2005.
If you could grant us
One wish lord
We know what we
Would ask
Just a chance
To say goodbye mam
And hold you to our hearts
On that sad day
One year ago
God called you home to rest
He needed another angel
So he only chose the best
You left us very lonely
And so very very sad
But we do know you're
Happy now you're up there
With our dad.
- Mary Flora and Alistair.
Sandra and Lachie.
We miss you gran
And always will
You left a place
No one can fill
You shared our lives
Our smiles and tears
Thank you gran
For those precious years.
- Grandson, Lachie and
Alison, Glasgow.
Gentle Jesus up above
Please give wee gran all our
love.
 - Great-Grandsons, Jack
and Jamie.
When flowers I place
Upon your grave
I stand and think awhile
Of the gran I loved

So very much
Who always made me smile
You left a void
That can’t be filled
I miss you gran
And always will.
- Grandaughter, Mairi,
Glasgow.
I miss your warm welcome
And your cheery wave good-
bye
I miss your words of wisdom
And the fun we
Used to have
You spread a ray of sunshine
To all you knew and more
But most of all
I miss you gran
Because I loved you so.
- Grandson, Ettie.
MACDONALD - In
memory of our beloved
gran and great gran,
Margaret MacDonald who
died on February 21, 2005.
A year has passed
Since that sad day
You closed your eyes
And slipped away
You gave us lots
Of memories to treasure
They will remain
In our hearts forever.
Loved and remembered al-
ways
- Dougie and Diane.
We look up at the sky each
night
At all the stars
That shine so bright
We know you watch
Us night and day
We miss you more
Than words can say.
Love you always.
- Lauren and Dougie.
MACFADYEN - |In loving
memory of Hugh, a dearly
loved brother, brother-in-
law, uncle and grand-uncle
who died so suddenly on
February 25, 2005, aged 55.
Always remembered.
- Helen, Neil and family,
Oban, Blandford, New Zea-
land.
MACGILL - In loving
memory of Donald
MacGill, much loved hus-
band and father, who
passed away on February
23, 1991.
 Always in our thoughts.
- Nancy, Anne and Neil.
MACINTYRE - William,
precious memories of my
much loved husband, who
passed away February 27,
2005.
You whispered not a last
farewell
You said goodbye to none
The heavenly gates just
opened
And a gentle voice said
come.
-Your devoted wife,Mary x
MACINTYRE - Treasured
memories of a much loved
dad and grandpa, Willie,
who passed away on Feb-
ruary 27, 2005.
We miss your smile, your
cheery ways
We miss the things you
used to say
And when old times we do
recall
It's when we miss you most
of all.
- Jimmy and Caroline.
Sleep peacefully Grandpa.
- Fiona and Jamie xx.
MACKAY - Remembering
my dearly loved husband,
Alex, who died on Febru-
ary 23, 2003.  A greatly
missed father, grandad, and
great-grandfather.
No longer in our lives to
share, but in our hearts
you're always there, loving
memories keep you near, as
time unfolds another year.
God bless.
- Sheila and family,
Ardrishaig, Lochgilphead,
Glasgow, Oban, Alva, In-
verness, Klmarnock and
Forres.
MACKINNON - Treas-
ured memories of my dear
wife Phemie, (Munro), who
passed away on February
23, 2003.
Always in my thoughts.
- Alastair, Strontian.
MACLAREN - Treasured
memories of our dear dad,
grandpa and great-grandpa
Alistair, who passed away
on February 28, 2003.
When thoughts go back as
they often do
We treasure the memories
we have of you.
- Mary, Alison and Archie,
Sandy, Sharon and families.
MACLEOD - Norman.
Dad you were tragically
taken on February 20, 2005.
Always in our thoughts.
- Love son James, daugh-
ter-in-law Michele and
grandson Jamie.
MACQUEEN - In loving
memory of my dear mum
Veronica,  who died Febru-
ary 25, 2000.
Your life was full of kindly
deeds
A helping hand for others'
needs
Sincere in heart and mind
Beautiful memories left be-
hind
Today, tomorrow, my
whole life through
I’ll always be grateful my
mum was you.
Love you, always.
- From Yvonne, Richard,
Michael and Innes.
MACQUEEN - Treasured
memories of my darling
daughter, Veronica, who
passed away February 25,
2000.
This time comes with sad
regret
The hour, the day, I will
never forget
You slipped away without
goodbye
My love for you will
never die.
- Love, Mother.

MACQUEEN - In loving
memory of a dear sister and
auntie Veronica.
Deep in our hearts
You will always stay
Loved and remembered
every day.
- Love Jennifer, Karl and
family.
MACQUEEN - Treasured
memories of Veronica, a
much loved sister and
auntie.
Your presence we miss
Your memory we treasure
Loving you always
Forgetting you never.
- Love Janette, John, Trevor
and Jacqueline.
MACQUEEN - Treasured
memories of a much loved
sister and auntie, Veronica,
who passed away February
25, 2000.
Sunshine passes
Shadows fall
But our love and memories
Outlast them all.
- From Violet and family.
MACTAGGART - Treas-
ured memories of a dear sis-
ter, loving Auntie, Great
Auntie and Great Great
Auntie, Katie who passed
away on February 25, 2005,
so sorely missed.
Your life was one of kindly
deeds, a helping hand for
others needs
Sincere and true in heart
and mind, beautiful memo-
ries left behind
- Joan, Bella, Florrie,
Cathie and Families, Islay
and Drymen.
MORTON - In loving
memory of a beloved wife
and dear mother Catherine,
died February 24, 1995.
Always in our thoughts.
- John, John and David.
MORTON - In loving
memory of a dear daughter-
in-law Catherine, passed
away February 24, 1995.
Always in my thoughts.
- Mum.
MORTON - In loving
memory of a dear mum and
nana Catherine, passed
away February 24, 1995.
In our hearts and thoughts
each day
We miss you mum in every
way.
Love always.
- Karen, Norman,
Christopher xx and Lewis
xx
ROWAN - In loving
memory of a dear dad and
grandad, Alan, who died
February 23, 1993.
- Sandra, Gilleasbuig and
Lauren.
ROWAN - In loving
memory of  a dear Dad and
Grandpa, Alan, who passed
away on February 23, 1993.
Forever in our thoughts.
-   Gordon, Mairi, Alan and
Kyle.
THOULESS - In loving
memory of my dear grand-
daughter and niece, Carina.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Granny Mary, Uncle
David and Auntie Julie.

CHARITY
DONATIONS

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 26 February 2006

Quinquagesima
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Holy Communion ............ 0800
Sung Eucharist ................. 1015

Sunday School and Creche
Loop System

Large Print Hymn Books
All welcome

Norman MacCallum, Provost
�(01631) 562323

Christ Church, Lochgilphead
Loop System

Holy Eucharist ................. 0900
Mattins and

Holy Eucharist ............. 1100
St Columba, Gruline, Mull

Mattins ..............................1100
St Columba, Bishop’s House,

Iona
Holy Eucharist ................. 1000

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

ASSOCIATED
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church
Sunday 26 February 2006

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’

available
Wednesday 1 March 2006

7.30 p.m.
Prayer and Bible Ministry

 Rev. Archie McPhail
MA, MTh

�(01631) 567076
All welcome

LORN
CHRISTIAN

FELLOWSHIP

Sunday 11 a.m.
Argyll College,
Dunstaffnage
All welcome

Telephone
(01631) 710208

NEISH - HILL -
 Both families are

delighted to announce
the engagement of

Ruaraidh, son of Brian
and Brenda Neish,

Kilchrenan (formerly
Ardnamurchan), to

Ainsley, daughter of
Karen and Alastair Hill,

Troon, Ayrshire.

MACKENZIE -
McCULLOCH-
Both families are

delighted to announce
the engagement of
Mhairi-Anne, only

daughter of Lachlan and
Sandra MacKenzie, Ayr
and Luing to Scott Euan,
elder son of Gordon and
Joyce McCulloch, Ayr.

GRAHAM - McCUISH
- Both families are

delighted to announce
the engagement of

Jamie, eldest son of
Dougal and Allison,

Knipoch Place to
Jennifer, only daughter
of Roddy and Marian,

Dalintart Drive.

Confirmations at St Margaret’s

Bishop of Argyll and Isles, Bishop Ian Murray, visited St Maragert’s Church
in Lochgilphead for the celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation.

Pictured with Bishop Murray, centre, are Mairi McNiven of Ardfern and
Hannah Prill from Skipness, both of whom were confirmed on the day and

parish priest Father Michael Hutson.

Thought for the week

Why stop?

WHAT would make you stop?
How busy are you? Very busy with hardly a moment to

spare, or just hectic with no moments to spare?
Does it surprise you to know that the greatest man who

ever lived ensured that his life was punctuated with plenty
of ‘moments to spare’?

Before Jesus said or did anything of great import in his
life, he stopped and encouraged himself in prayer.

In a short but busy life he took time off to be at one with
his Father in prayer.  If our Lord thought it necessary to
arm himself with prayer before any of his great utterances
and amazing deeds then how about lesser mortals like you
and me copying his example?

Do you think your life could be encouraged, your busi-
ness guided, your marriage blessed and even your friend-
ships enriched?

So many great men and women have had their lives trans-
formed and enhanced when they took the decision to take
their ambitions, hopes successes and failures to God in
prayer.  We do ourselves great injustice by trusting to our
own abilities and devices.

Do you think this early part of 2006 would be a good
time to put a reinvigorated prayer life into action?  Try
taking a daily decision to stop, even for a minute, to empty
ones mind of the cares of the day and speak to a loving
Heavenly Father in private and then leap into the saddle
and go! How about that for a start?

J. E. G . Bartholomew, Calgary,  Isle of Mull

Peter

Livingstone

PETER Livingstone was
born in Oban in July 1921,
the eldest of Jimmy and
Mary Livingstone’s four
children.

Early years were spent at
Dunard Terrace, before
moving to Kilbrandon, Pul-
pit Hill in 1934.  Apart
from his years of war serv-
ice, Peter lived at
Kilbrandon until 2002,
when he ‘emigrated’ to
Lynn Court.

 Peter’s early employment
included a spell working at
Pearl Assurance in Oban.
He was one of the first vol-
unteers to sign up for the
Home Guard at the start of
World War II,  and was
called up in 1939, when he
joined the RASC,  spend-
ing  his war service in Al-
exandria and Cairo.

After the war, the remain-
der of his long working life
was spent at DM
MacKinnon, Solicitors,
where he was the cashier
until his retirement.

 Outside of work, Peter’s
main interest was the
Church, first at Argyll
Square, where he was treas-
urer latterly,  and subse-
quently the Parish Church.

He was a tireless and en-
thusiastic worker, devoting
himself to many varied du-
ties, in particular counting
the donations from the col-
lection, and banking the
money for more years than
anyone can recall.

He was a Church Elder,
and was also secretary and
treasurer of Oban Old Peo-
ple’s Welfare for a period of
around 35 years – even
though he himself was
older than many of its mem-
bers! In addition, Peter was
associated with the Oban
branch of the Royal British

Legion. Peter had a passion
for books – he was the
proud owner of a wonder-
ful collection of literature,
ranging from leather-bound
classics to books on reli-
gion, politics, poetry and
history.

He loved reading, and was
always up-to-date with
world events, while  pos-
sessing a wry sense of hu-
mour with regard to politi-
cal happenings around the
globe.

 Peter was generous to a
fault and was well-known
for his quiet, courteous
manner and kindness to
others; a true Christian gen-
tleman.

He died on 15 November
2005, in the Lorn and Is-
lands District General Hos-
pital, after a short illness.
He is very much missed by
those of us who had the
privilege to know him, and
is survived by his two sis-
ters, two nieces and three
nephews. EMN

Bishop’s

silver

jubilee

THE POPE’S Ambassador to
Britain Archbisop Faustino
Sainz Munoz   will travel to
Dundee in his first official
visit to the city to take part
in the celebrations to mark
the Silver Jubilee of the Epis-
copal Ordination of the Rt
Rev Vincent Logan, Bishop
of Dunkeld.

A Mass of Thanksgiving to
mark his 25 years as bishop
of Dunkeld is being held in
the Caird Hall, Dundee on
Friday 24 February at 7pm.

It will be attended by all the
Scottish bishops, led by Car-
dinal Keith Patrick O’Brien.

Joining them will be around
80 priests from every diocese
in Scotland.

Obituary

ObanObanObanObanOban
HospiceHospiceHospiceHospiceHospice
CARING FOR

THE FUTURE

Donations always

gratefully accepted

Please contact

David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd

The Croft

Kilmore

Fighting Cancer

on all fronts . . .

CRC Scotland spends
more on research than
any other organisation

Commitment of over

£15 million each year

Cancer Research UK  Scotland

Suite 1/1, Unit 4 Blair Court

Clydebank Business Park

Clydebank, G81 2LA

FOR THE BLIND

CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC

TUITION AT THE ROYAL

SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH

Please give your financial

support by donation, deed of

covenant or legacy

Please send to Appeals

Department, Highland

Arts Effort, Royal Blind

Asylum School, P.O. Box

500, Gillespie Crescent,

Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

DESTINY

CHURCH

OBAN

Sunday 26 February

Drummore School

Lower Soroba

Oban

11 a.m.

Guest Speaker:

Gordon MacIntosh

Telephone:

01631

564283

www.destiny-church.com



The UK’s best all-round climber, Dave McLeod launches Lochaber’s outdoor capital initiative at the Ice Factor, Kinlochleven.

Outdoor sports

Marian Austin said: ‘The
outdoor capital is a great
place for the adventurous
but this is also great ‘idling
country’, wandering along
old drove roads, cycling
through the forests, pic-
nicking in amazing scenery,
exploring old deserted vil-
lages and castles, messing
about in boats, enjoying
loch cruises or touring the
glens - you don’t have to be
a fear-junkie to enjoy your-
self here.’

Climber Dave McLeod
said: ‘Everyone involved in
the outdoors is looking for
adventure but you can have
adventure at different lev-
els depending on experi-
ence.

Mountains
‘That’s how I got into

climbing. I live in Glasgow
and one day I cycled out
and saw the hills - I didn’t
even know that Scotland
had mountains and had no
idea that this was just up the
road from me.

‘What I am looking for
now is high standard bits of

LOCHABER’S claim to be
the outdoor capital of the
UK scaled new heights this
week when the area was
named as having the best
ice climbing in the world.

The UK’s best all-round
climber, Dave McLeod,
made the comments as he
officially launched the Out-
door Capital website in
Kinlochleven.

The initiative aims to es-
tablish Fort William and
Lochaber as the UK’s fore-
most destination for out-
door pursuits and adventure
tourism.

Jobs
It hopes to increase tour-

ism by five per cent for the
next five years and create at
least 500 new jobs by 2008.

This year alone Lochaber
will host the Scottish Six
Days trial bike competition,
the Mountain Bike World
Cup, the Wilderness Arc
adventure race, the Three
Peaks Challenge yacht race
and the Ten Under the Ben
mountain bike race, as well
as various other outdoor
events.

Outdoor Capital director

Lochaber scales new heights
rock and bits of ice to climb
and there is so much
unclimbed rock in Scot-
land.

‘The main rock chal-
lenges in all the other popu-
lar places like the Lake Dis-
trict and Wales have already
been climbed but I did a
new route on Ben Nevis in
the summer and I quite like
exploring new bits of rock.

Climbing
‘The weather is the key to

ice climbing and the qual-
ity of ice here is the best in
the world without doubt.
The new website promotes
everything that the local
guides do and gives infor-
mation about how to enjoy
the mountains safely as
people do go out on the hills
and don’t really know the
dangers.’

Dave also climbed a 20
metre ice pillar in Fort Wil-
liam with climbers Fiona
Murray, who was ninth in
the ice climbing World Cup
in Austria and Kevin Shie-
lds, who has one hand and
has made his own prosthetic
ice axe.

Highland football academy officially opened
A NEW  £2 million football academy for the Highlands
was officially opened last week.

The Highland Football Academy was officially opened
by Julia Bracewell OBE, chairwoman of sportscotland
after four years of hard work to create top class facilities
for the Highland footballing community and to promote
excellence in the game.

The Highland Football Academy Trust was established
in April 2002 in a partnership between Highland Coun-
cil, Inverness Caledonian Thistle FC and Ross County
FC.

The academy boasts a floodlit grass pitch, an outdoor
training area and an indoor arena at Victoria Park in
Dingwall with a fitness suite, a sports injury clinic, meet-
ing rooms, offices and a learning suite.

There are also two high quality grass pitches, a grass
training area and a floodlit new generation artificial pitch
within the grounds of Charleston Academy in Inverness.

Julia Bracewell said: ‘We are delighted to have sup-
ported the creation of the Highland Football Academy

Council is proud to be a partner in the Highland Football
Academy Trust and look forward to it being the hub of
football development across the Highlands.

‘With these excellent facilities and by working in close
partnership with Inverness Caledonian Thistle and Ross
County football clubs, the academy will be able to iden-
tify and develop young talent as well as promote health
and fitness to the whole community.’

Colin Baillie and Jock Watt are co-chairmen of the Foot-
ball Academy Trust.

Jock Watt said: ‘We are delighted that this day has fi-
nally arrived.  The development of the Highland Foot-
ball Academy has been a most challenging project. Al-
though there have been many difficulties to overcome
along the way, the finished project has made the journey
most worthwhile.’

Colin Baillie added: ‘If there was ever a question about
the value of such facilities, then the use being made of
them by a vast range of organisations from all levels of
football provides the most telling of answers.’

Football

with an award of £1 million from the sportscotland Lot-
tery Fund.

‘The investment in this project demonstrates our com-
mitment to investing in football over the length and
breadth of Scotland, providing first class facilities and
support services to develop our young footballing talent.

‘This project is an excellent example of the co-ordinated
approach to youth development in Scottish football.  Not
only will it have an important impact on the game na-
tionally, increasing the number of talented Scottish play-
ers progressing to first team and national levels, but also
in giving every young footballer the opportunity to be
the best that they can.’

The academy’s principal funders have been the
sportscotland Lottery Fund, the Scottish Football Part-
nership, Highlands and Islands Enterprise and Highland
Council.

Council convener Alison Magee said: ‘The Highland

Lochaber fight back to

overwhelm Garioch
LOCHABER consolidated
their position in the top
three of National League
Division 5 (Caledonia) B by
adding a further five points
to their tally with a win over
Garioch at Banavie this Sat-
urday.

The home side eventually
beat the Inverurie men by
four tries to one although at
one point it looked as
though it could have gone
either way.

Luke Smith returned to
the side on the wing but that
was the only change from
the side that beat Aberdeen
Wanderers two weeks ago.
This continuity paid divi-
dends as Lochaber quickly
found their rhythm and

Rugby

were soon threatening the
Garioch try line.

The first breakthrough
came early in the game
when centre Brian Knowles
was pushed through a gap
by his team-mate Brett
Hess for a try.

Lochaber were rewarded
with a second try from
skipper Iain Macfarlane.
Garioch got on the
scoresheet with a penalty
but Lochaber had a com-
fortable half-time lead of
10-3. The Lochaber for-
wards started coasting and
this let Garioch right back
into the game with the visi-
tors running from halfway

and scoring under the posts
to tie the match at 10-10

The Lochaber pack raised
their game and Ross
Wallace darted through a
gap at the side of a ruck and
dived under the posts for a
try and Brett Hess was re-
warded for his hard graft at
centre with his first try for
his new club.

Lochaber now have a
tough series of away
matches starting with
Carnoustie and Shetland.
The club has taken the bold
step of chartering a flight
from Inverness for the
crunch match against Shet-
land which should decide
second and third places in
the league.

Action from the Lochaber versus Garioch match.

Mamie Campbell is hoping to get into the Guiness Book of Records this
year.

A FORT William woman is
looking to get herself into
the Guinness Book of
Records with an all-new
paddleboarding world
record attempt.

Mary Ellen ‘Mamie’
Campbell will join an
American and an Orosay
man in an attempt to pad-
dle across three of Britain’s
water channels in 12 days.

The trio will cross the
English Channel first be-
fore paddling the length of
Loch Ness and ending with
a crossing from the Mull of
Kintyre to Ballycastle in

Ireland in July. The two
other paddle-boarders in
the attempt, which is in aid
of Breast Cancer UK, are
Monty Young from Oron-
say and Mike O’Shaugh-
nessy.

The attempt is in memory
of one of Monty’s friends,
Brian Cox, who died re-
cently from cancer.

Mamie said: ‘It’s quite a
new sport, not very well
known up here because we
don’t have the weather. You
lie flat on your tummy on

the board, which is just over
six foot long, and paddle
with your arms.’

Mamie is no stranger to
the water having been a
member of HM Coastguard
and a fish farm worker.

Mamie was part of the
rescue crew when the team
paddled Loch Ness last year
and is hoping to raise some
sponsorship for this year’s
world record attempt.
Mamie added: ‘We are
looking for sponsorship be-
cause we have to hire boats
and stuff like that which is
expensive.’

Paddleboarding

Fort woman in world

record paddling attempt

A R D N A M U R C H A N
High School’s senior boys
team has had a tremen-
dous season winning the
small schools league
(south).

After their 14 league
matches Ardnamurchan fin-
ished seven points clear of
second placed Kilchuimen
High School and only con-
ceded two goals.

In the Highland finals they
were narrowly beaten one-
nil by Ullapool High in a
tense encounter.  Ullapool
won the trophy for the sec-
ond consecutive year.

Ardnamurchan coach and
English teacher Murdo
Graham said he was very
proud of the team’s per-
formances and consistency,
in particular their excellent
defensive record.

Murdo said: ‘It was quite
a stunning tournament by
the boys.  To only lose two
goals is a fantastic tribute to
their concentration and de-
termination.

‘If I’d been told that be-
fore the tournament I would
have staked my mortgage
on them winning it.  Foot-
ball can be cruel.’

Senior boys

win small

schools

league

Football

Too little too late for Fort

DESPITE being five goals
down at the interval, a de-
pleted Fort William put in
a solid second half perform-
ance away to Fraserburgh
although it was too little too
late.

The east coast team were
ahead after only eight min-
utes when a ball into the
Fort box found Fraserburgh
striker Graeme Johnston,
who slotted home after
rounding Fort keeper Mark
McRitchie.  The home side
then saw their top scorer
Gavin Wemyss add to his

Football

tally in the 23rd minute
while Johnston notched a
brace five minutes later.

The roles were then re-
versed with Wemyss scor-
ing his second after being
picked out by Johnston and
then going on to hit a hat-
trick before half-time.

Halfway through the sec-
ond half Fort pulled a goal
back through Stuart Pearce,
who dispossessed a Fraser-
burgh defender and scored
from the edge of the area.

Trialist Nathan McLaugh-
lan surged forward for Fort
in the dying moments of the
game and fed Danny
MacKintosh, who was in
space on the left wing.
MacKintosh found Ryan
Haggerty whose composed
finish beat the Fraserburgh
keeper.

Fort manager Rab
Mulheron expressed his
disappointment that the
squad was hit by a number
of late call-offs and had to
bring in a number of
trialists as a result.

Ardnamurchan

warm up with

Perth draw

A SPIRITED comeback af-
ter being two goals down
saw Ardnamurchan Caman-
achd come away from Perth
with a hard fought draw at
the weekend.

In an exciting match
Ardnamurchan found them-
selves two goals down to
Aberdour in the first 20
minutes but they began to
claw themselves back into
the game and created a se-
ries of chances.

Former Oban Celtic
player John Nudds put the
visitors back in to the game
with an excellent strike in a
game which flowed well
and was played in perfect
conditions.

Chances were being cre-
ated at both ends but Darren
Anderson from Kentra went
on to equalise for Ardna-
murchan who began to
dominate the game and
should have won their sec-
ond warm-up match before
the season starts next
month.

Shinty

Fort William indoor
winter  league

                         Pld    Pts
Lochaber Bar    11      30
Scotrail             11       28
B. Nevis Les.    11       26
Lochaber Les.    11       24
Morrisons          11       21
Russels Rovers  11       20
Five Alive          11       16
Celtic                 11       14
BT                     11      12
Ballachulish       11        12
Caley Boys         11         12
Scatter Halfs      11      11
Torlundy              11       11
Mean Machine    11      0

Winter indoor

league table

Football
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Fencing coach Kathleen Hannigan with Olympian
fencer Linda McMahon. t08fen03

Olympian helps

to launch Oban

fencing club

THREE-time Olympian
Linda McMahon travelled
from London to help launch
a new Oban fencing club.

The new club, Swordplay,
is being organised by fenc-
ing coach Kathleen
Hannigan from Taynuilt.

Kathleen said she knows
of quite a few people in the
Oban and Lorn area who
have fenced before, some to
a fairly high standard, but
welcomes anyone who is
new to the sport.

She said: ‘I am a newly
qualified coach and I am
hoping to promote fencing
across Argyll.’

She was helped by her
friend Linda McMahon

who helped her get the club
started at a taster session at
The Beach last Thursday.

As well as representing
Great Britain at the Olym-
pics, Linda is a three-time
British champion and Com-
monwealth Games bronze
medallist.

Linda said: ‘Fencing is
like any combat sport; you
need timing, good foot-
work, controlled aggression
and good reactions.

‘Some call it the Euro-
pean martial art.’

Swordplay will be held at
The Beach leisure centre on
Sundays at 4pm.

Fencing

Matthew claims

national cross

country bronze

KINTYRE athlete Matthew Turner, from Kilkenzie, won
a bronze medal at the Scottish Cross Country Champi-
onships held at Callender Park, Falkirk last Saturday.

Matthew has won several national and district titles on
the track in recent years but this was his first medal suc-
cess over the country.

Matthew was third in the under 17s race over 6.4 kilo-
metres in a time of 23 minutes 39 seconds.

The race was won by Michael Gillespie of Central A C
in 22:56 with Michael Haskett of Aberdeen in 2nd place.

Matthew’s main event is the 800metres on the track
and he is the reigning Scottish under 17 champion over
the distance.

Matthew is a fifth year pupil at Campbeltown Gram-
mar School and his successes in 2005 have resulted in
him being included in the Bank of Scotland sponsored
elite squad of young athletes.

He competes for Mid Argyll Athletic Club and
Shettleston Harriers and the latest much deserved reward
for all his efforts is an invitation to attend a warm weather
training camp in Gran Canaria for two weeks during the
Easter school holidays.

Athletics

Coming next week - your chance to win free tickets to a top SPL match
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L O C H B R O O M
Camanachd won a pre-sea-
son friendly against a more-
fancied Lochcarron when
the teams met at Morefield
Brae, Ullapool on Saturday.

Goals from James Dorrian
and Steven Mackinnon
earned the latest addition to
shinty’s are league structure
a 2-0 victory with the side
looking forward to their
first away match in North
Division Three against fel-
low league newcomers
Nairn on March 4.

Lochbroom

overcome

Lochcarron

in friendly

Shinty

OBAN CAMANACHD
will play Glasgow Mid Ar-
gyll in a pre-season chal-
lenge match at Mossfield
this Saturday, February25
with a 1.30pm throw-up.

The teams will play for
the Carmichael Memorial
Trophy which Oban
Camanachd have held for
the last two seasons.

The following day, Sun-
day February 26, Oban
Camanachd’s under-17s
meet Kyles Athletic for the
MacDougall Trophy.

The match will be played
at Glendaruel with a 2pm
throw-up.

Last Saturday’s planned
friendly between Fort
William and Lochside Rov-
ers was cancelled as it was
anticipated that An Aird
would not stand-up to two
matchs on the same day,
with Fort William’s first
team due to play Lochaber.

Oban

Camanachd

and GMA

meet in Oban

Shinty

Newtonmore

victorious in

Ferguson

Cup tie

Shinty

NEWTONMORE retained
the Ferguson Memorial
Trophy at Portree when
they scored five times with-
out reply.

Three goals from David
Cheyne, plus one-a-piece
from Danny MacRae and
Paul MacArthur gave
Newtonmore victory.

MacRae received an arm
injury which may rule him
out of the start of the season.

TWO goals from Victor
Smith helped Fort William
to a friendly win over near-
neighbours and local rivals
Lochaber in the Torlundy
Cup challenge match at An
Aird on Saturday.

The game saw some end-
to-end shinty in an exciting
first half but a rash of sub-
stitutions in the second half
ended the game as a spec-
tacle as both teams had a
last look at fringe players
before the start of the new
season next week.

Victor Smith opened the
scoring after only six minutes
reacting first to a free hit.

Fort William’s Gordie MacKinnon gets in close at An Aird on Saturday

Fort limber up for

new season with

Torlundy Cup win

Fort William 3
Lochaber 2

Shinty

Lochaber equalised in the
11th minute with a well
taken goal but Victor Smith
put Fort back in the lead in
29 minutes with some nice
play along the forward line.
He found himself some space
and scored with a good strike
from 20 yards out.

Lochaber again equalised
with a nice move but Chris
Bamber scored on 35 min-
utes, worked from another
free hit.

Fort William coach Davie
Stafford said it was nice to
see goals coming from free
hit situations straight off the
training ground.

In the second half Fort
William gave all 17 players
in the squad a run-out.

Davie Stafford said:
‘We’re just getting our-
selves organised and train-
ing hard for the start of the
season.

‘That’s what Saturday’s
game was all about.

‘Both teams benefitted
and the game was played in
a sporting manner and well
refereed by Duncan Kelly.’

LOCHCARRON came
away from Beauly on Sat-
urday with a well-deserved
win in a friendly against the
North First Division cham-
pions.

The west coasters trav-
elled to Beauly without
Ross Matheson, John
Maclennan, Andrew Mac-
kenzie, Michael Cooper,
Peter Mackenzie and cap-
tain Gregor Cushnie but
brought in David Cameron
and Crisdean Finlayson to
give them there first team
chance and Lewis Patience
returned after missing most
of last season.

But Lochcarron lined-up
with a very different look as
Graham MacRae started at
full back Mark Sproule at
wing centre, Darren Coyle
at buckshee forward and
Alan Mackenzie, who has
made the full-back position
his own over recent sea-
sons, was at full forward.

In the opening exchanges
the visitors looked the
brighter side but both teams

Lochcarron win

away to Beauly
Shinty

Beauly 1
Lochcarron 4

were finding it difficult to
play on a slippery frozen
surface.

Darren Coyle decided to
keep the ball of the surface
and went on a run with the
ball on his stick and from
30 yards struck a volley
past the Beauly keeper to
open his account and put
Lochcarron one up.

With their  centre line sup-
plying good ball into their
forwards, Lochcarron went
close again through Ian
Mackenzie but this seemed
to be the wake up call
Beauly needed and they
began to pull themselves
back into the game. Barrie
Macdonald broke free of
defender Aaron Matheson
to get a shot in but send it
wide of the post.

Again Beauly came at
Lochcarron with a long
dangerous ball behind the

Lochcarron defence from
the lively Jamie Maclennan
but full back MacRae was
quick to clear the danger
and keep the visitors one
goal ahead at the break.

The second half began as
a much more even affair
and when Lochcarron full
centre Kenny Ross had to
leave the field for treat-
ment, Beauly had there best
spell of the game and went
close when MacDonald hit
the post.

The dual between Beauly
half back Innes Simpson
and Darren Cole was be-
coming a joy to watch and
when full centre Ross re-
turned, the dual between
him and Maclennan proved
much the same.

Lochcarron replaced
Mark Sproule with
Crisdean Finlayson at wing
centre and the switch re-

sulted in a goal when the
ball broke to Alan Macken-
zie and he unleashed a fe-
rocious drive that took a
wicked deflection off
young wing back Mackay
Murray and flew into the
roof of the Beauly net.

Lochcarron’s next change
saw David Cameron re-
placed by player manager
Fraser Mackenzie who
went in at wing forward.

Youngster Crisdean
Finlayson was next to go
close as he drove bravely
through between two tack-
les and had a shot saved
from the home keeper.

The visitors did extend
there lead shortly after as
Darren Coyle latched onto a
loose ball 20 yards from goal
and drove the ball home to
effectively kill the tie.

To the home side’s credit
they came back at

Lochcarron and pulled a
goal back when a shot from
Simon Holmes was de-
flected past Macmillan in
the Lochcarron goal,

Beauly then had a spell of
pressure but good defend-
ing from Graham MacRae,
Angus Mackay and Lewis
Patience kept them at bay.

The final goal in an enter-
taining tie came five min-
utes from the end when
wing centre John Martin
Phillips sent a great ball
over the wing back to
Fraser Mackenzie who took
one touch to knock to ball
past wing back Murray be-
fore crashing the ball into
the corner of the net.

Both teams  gained  much
needed match practice with
Lochcarron being the  hap-
pier after creating plenty
chances and scoring four
goals. Patience, at wing
back, Coyle at half forward
and Beauly’s Maclennan
were the pick of the bunch
with youngster Finlayson
also impressed.

Lochcarron played their first full pre-season match at Braeview Park, Beauly on Saturday

A R D N A M U R C H A N
Camanachd travelled to Perth
last Saturday for a pre-season
friendly tournament with fel-
low new-comers Aberdour
and Edinburgh East Lothian
(EEL).

In their first round-robin
match, Ardnamurchan came
back from a 2-0 half-time
deficit to earn a 2-2 draw. In
a competitive end-to-end tie
Ardnamurchan were slow to
start and found themselves
two down within five min-
utes. However they rallied
and produced some fine link-

Shinty

ing play especially in the sec-
ond half and were rewarded
with goals from John Foster
and John Nudds.

After a short break
Ardnamurchan faced a strong
EEL side and had most of the
play in the first half. A free-
hit on the edge of the EEL D’
was converted by Darren
Anderson after clever play  to
put Ardnamurchan 1-0
ahead. However, EEL netted
two before the break after
two goals when Ardna-

murchan failed to clear the
ball from defence each time.

The second half was evenly
fought with chances at both
ends however it was EEL
who eventually put the tie be-
yond doubt when a specula-
tive lob from midway in the
Ardnamurchan half dipped
under the cross-bar to make
the final score 3-1 for EEL.

Ardnamurchan can take
great heart from their per-
formances against these two
teams as they continue their
preparation for North Divi-
sion Three this season.

Perth tournament start for Ardnamurchan

Next

week:

Ardnamurchan Camanachd

- a new club is born

New season round-up -

the managers’ view

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are: Mrs G Lamont, 5 Longsdale Crescent,

Oban and Carole MacFadyen, 36 Lora View, N. Connel, Oban

All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now

look carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and

judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you think the

centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on

this coupon at a cost of £1.

If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate coupons.

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per

week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your

cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the

entry will be void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting

correct entries.

If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be

awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded

that week.

Easy to enter

Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per

20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot

the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban,

Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon on Tuesday.

You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin,

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules

No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.

The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition

and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with

the Company.

In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared

equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding

of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.

The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void

at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of

the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.

Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any

person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box) � The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may

enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.

How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

WIN

£2100



Sport
SPORTS DESK � 01631 568000  Fax 01631 568001  e-mail sport@obantimes.co.uk website www.obantimes.co.uk

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, April 14, 2005

are listed below with differences
for major ports listed beneath.

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date am pm
Thur        00.22   2.8    07.00     1.9    14.12     2.8    20.01     1.9
Fri   03.01 3.0 08.37 1.7 15.40 3.1 21.20 1.6
Sat            03.59   3.4     09.59    1.4     16.28     3.4     22.19      1.2
Sun           04.43    3.8    10.54    1.0     17.06      3.6   23.06       0.8
Mon      05.23  4.1  11.40  0.6   17.41  3.8  23.49    0.4
Tues         06.02    4.3     12.22    0.4    18.16     4.0    **.**       *.*
Wed           00.31    0.2    06.39     4.4    13.01       0.3    18.50         4.0
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

the weather

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen  2.00

Sponsored by
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Thursday, February 23
Will be generally cloudy with some light rain at times.

Winds will be moderate to fresh easterly.
Temperatures 0ºC to 7ºC.

Friday, February 24
Will be generally dry with sunny spells at times.

Winds will be moderate to fresh easterly.
Temperatures 2ºC to 7ºC.

Saturday and Sunday
Saturday and Sunday are both expected to be dry with

sunny spells at times.
Winds will be moderate to fresh easterly.

Temperatures 2ºC to 7ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist - Moderate to rough

Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above
Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tides

Friday

SPL ticket competition - see page 22

A TARBERT hot shot will
be the youngest ever Scot-
tish competitor in his disci-
pline when he targets a
Commonwealth Games
medal next month.

Jonathan Reid, at 20-
years-old, is the country’s
youngest ever Olympic
Trap Shooter at the games
and is looking forward to

Hot shot

Jonathan

has medal

in his sights

pitting his wits against
some of the world’s best.

He told The Oban Times: ‘I
feel excited and proud to rep-
resent my country and it’s
great that I am the youngest
ever to shoot for Scotland at
the games in the Olympic

Trap event.’ Living in Tarbert
makes it difficult for
Jonathan to train as the near-
est shooting range available
for practice is Dalry, North
Ayrshire. His coach, Peter
Croft is based in Tamworth,
near Birmingham.

However he gets most of
his shooting practice
through his job as a game-
keeper in Tayinloan.

Jonathan shot the required
score at a competition in
Ireland last August and is
one of three in the Olympic
Trap team which also in-
cludes Ossie MacLean
(Glasgow) and Shona
Marshall (Aberdeen).

The Tarbert man will
compete in two events: an
individual shoot and will
pair up with Ossie for a
two-man shoot.

Although he still shoots at
junior level, Jonathan hopes
to compete with the profes-
sionals who will be gunning
for glory in Melbourne be-
tween March 15-26.

He said: ‘I can’t wait to get
their and shoot with the other
competitors. It will probably
be the Australians looking to
take top honours as they have
the best shooters in the Com-
monwealth but if I beat my

Shooting

Oban Pool League
 P  W   L Pts

Loch B 12   11  1  22
Markie Dans 12   10  2  20
Claredon 12   9  3  18
Cellar A 12   9  3  18
Loch A 12   10  2  14
Cellar B 12   5  7  10
Bowling A 12   5  7  10
J & D B 12   4  8  10
J & D A 12   4  8   6
Bowling B 12   2 10  0

Atlantis Leisure Works
League

 P  W  D L Pts
Atlantis 11 9  0  2  27
Forteiths 9   9   0  0  27
Foster Yeoman 10  8  1  1 25
Oban High 9    7   1 1  22
AM Transport 10  4  1  5  13
Oban Times 11  4  1  6 13
Burnside 10  3  0  7   9
Hydro Board 11  2  0  9  6
The Hotels 10  2  0  8  6
The Hospital 9    0  0  9  0

Results (Sunday February
19): AM Transport 4 The Ho-
tels 7; Oban Times 4 Atlantis
7; Hydro Board 3 Forteiths 4;
Burnside 1 Foster Yeoman 11.

LOCHGILPHEAD crack-shot Andy Hetherington, origi-
nally from Easdale, has taken the darts world by storm
by beating former world champion Andy ‘The Viking’
Fordham.

Andy Hetherington travelled to the Scottish Open Darts
Championships at the Normandy Hotel, Renfrew, at the
weekend with Lochgilphead darts buddies Michael Todd
and Eoghan MacInnes, who is also from Easdale.

The three players, who only play darts around once-a-
year, all did exceptionally well with Eoghan making it to
the final on his board, Andy making it to the quarter-
final and Michael making the semi-final.

The Scottish Open is the third-largest darts open in the
world and it was Eoghan who was the last Argyll man

standing. He made it down to the last 124 out of 1280
players. Michael Todd said: ‘When there’s a star on a board
the place is mobbed. Everyone crowds round the board. Andy
was playing 2004 World Darts Champion Andy Fordham.
He (Andy Hetherington) took the first leg and the place just
erupted. Then he took the second leg and he must have
thought, “I could beat him”. Fordham was sitting on a dou-
ble 18 and Andy was on 121, and he finished it on the bull.

‘There were folk asking for Andy’s [Hetherington’s] au-
tograph! Andy Fordham couldn’t have been any nicer. He
offered to buy him a drink and gave him a big cuddle.’

Darts

personal best by even one tar-
get I don’t think I will be far
from the medals.’

Jonathan has only been
shooting since the age of 14
but has held the title of
Scottish Junior Champion
every year since 2000.

He follows in the foot-
steps of his father, John,
who shot for Scotland for
16 consecutive years.

Jonathan, pictured
beloew, also turned out for
the British Junior Team at
last year’s European Cham-
pionship in Belgrade.

Despite his success
Jonathan admits it is diffi-
cult to gain sponsorship for
his training and competition
fees which can be as much
as £600 for one competi-
tion. He added: ‘Sponsor-
ship is near impossible be-
cause as soon as you men-
tion guns, potential spon-
sors just say, “we don’t do
that kind of thing” but some
local businesses have
helped me out this year.’

He made the move to Ol-
ympic Trap from Down the
Line shooting in order to
fulfill his aspirations to
shoot for Great Britain, a
goal he could not achieve
shooting Down the Line.

Anyone interested in spon-
soring Jonathan can contact
him on 01880 825514.

Easdale’s Andy takes out the Viking

AN OBAN rally driver got
off to a flying start in the
first round of the Scottish
Forest Championship at the
Snowman Rally in Inver-
ness.

Linda Allan was driving
her new car for the season
at the weekend, a
Mitsubishi Evo, and fin-
ished first lady and 21st
overall. Linda, whose co-

Linda makes a flying start
driving seven years ago,
following in the tracks of
her father, James, and her
uncle John.

She drives for Borders-
based team Andrew Wood
Motorsport and Andrew
himself is her coach.

Linda, sponsored by
Brogan Fuels, will compete
in next month’s Border
Counties Rally.

Rallying

driver is Louise Sutherland
from Invergarry, has just
moved onto the four-wheel
drive Mitsubishi after win-
ning the two-wheel drive
class for the last two years
in her Vauxhall Astra.

Fellow Oban driver Willie
Bonniwell has since bought

the Astra from her. Linda
said: ‘This was the first
time I have driven the car
on a forest track so it was
an exceptional result.

‘I was 21st out of 87 start-
ers so I beat most of the
men.

‘Although there is a mu-

tual respect between the
drivers I think some do
mind being beaten by a
woman.

‘But at the end of the day
you are just another driver
and most are very kind to
me.’

Linda began competitive

Linda Allan in action during the Snowman Rally in Inverness at the weekend. Picture courtesy of AML Photography
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Football

Ross strikes Saints into quarter finals
Marshall Trophy

2nd Round
OBAN SAINTS 1

CAMBRIA 0
(after extra time)

A GOAL nine minutes into
the first period of extra time
from Ross Maitland was
enough to see Saints
through to the last eight of
the Jimmy Marshall Tro-
phy, but unfortunately for
the good crowd of specta-
tors the game never reached
the heights, of the prevous
week’s one against Denny.

Manager Iain Jackson
gave a vote of confidence
to last week’s starting line-
up and the home side should
have taken the lead as early
as the fourth minute when
Ross Graham crossed from
the left and young Colin
Carswell headed wide when
it look easier to score.

Cambria, managed by
former Saints favourites of
20 years ago, Danny Young
and Jim Cunningham started
the game well and were pass-
ing the ball about confidently
with Sinclair Patience looking
impressive at the back, but they
weren’t really causing the
Saints rear-guard too many
problems.

The home side had a good
chance when Ross Maitland
fired over a great cross from
the right, but Dean Walker
headed over the bar from
six yards. Keith Millar and
Darin Bryars then com-
bined well but again this
effort was off target.

Saints lost the services of
Dante Lopez after 22 min-
utes with a groin strain, his
place in the centre of midfield

was taken by his brother Joe.
Both teams were playing

a 3-5-2 formation, which
meant a lot of the play was
concentrated in the middle
of the park and although the
standard of football was
good, they cancelled each
other out and the game
lacked that vital spark and
cutting edge.

Saints keeper Tim Wood-
cock was caught being a bit
too casual on the ball in the
34th minute and it almost
proved costly, but thankfuly
he was able to rectify his
mistake with no damage
caused.

Just before half time Ross
Maitland sent over a deep
cross from the right which
everybody thought was too
long, but somehow Colin
Carswell got on the end of
it and he hammered a net
bound rocket which looked
a goal all the way until
Cambria keeper Jim Doherty
made a brilliant point blank
block up at the postage stamp
corner to save what looked
like a certain goal.

The second half continued
very much like the first,
with neither team able to
raise the pace of the game
which meant it lacked
goalmouth incidents.

Saints introduced top
scorer Allan MacKay for
Darin Bryars in the second
half and he was unlucky
with a clever shot that al-
most caught out Jim
Doherty. Allan then set up
Dean Walker but his header
was saved by the Cambria
keeper.

The home side took off
Colin Carswell and intro-
duced Willie Gemmell on
the right of midfield and
Willie sent over a great ball
across the face of the
Cambria goals, but there
was no takers and a good
opportunity was missed.

Neither team was able to
break the deadlock during
the 90 minutes, so the game

the game off when he raced
clear but his shot hit the bar
and scrambled clear.

Tim Woodcock had to
deal with a difficult cross
ball that came out of the
sun, but he managed to tip
it over the bar at the last
second.

Allan MacKay had another
good chance to wrap the
game up but his shot was well
saved by the keeper.

Saints held out for a nar-
row 1-0 win in a game that
never set the heather on fire,
but at the end of the day the
final result is what counts
and Saints were through to
the quarter finals.

A sporting encounter was
well handled by referee John
Scott who had a good game.

Manager Iain Jackson was
happy to go through to the
next round, but a bit disap-
pointed with the perform-
ance. He said: ‘We played
really well the previous
Saturday and I was looking
for something similar today
but we lacked urgency and
the workrate just wasn’t the
same as it was against Denny.
However,  we created  more
goal scoring chances than
Cambria and I think we  de-
served to take our place to the
quarter finals.'

This Saturday Saints play
their first league game since the
end of October when they face
a tough test against league
leaders Pollok, The game will
take place at Glencruitten with
a 2.30 pm kick-off.

Saints Under 17s lost 4-0
away to Calderside but the Un-
der 19s had a good 1-0 away
win against Renfrew Burgh.

More club information on
www.obansaintsafc.co.uk

went into  half  an hour of
extra time.

The home side took the
lead in the ninth minute
when the ball was slipped
through the middle for Ross
Maitland, who noticed
keeper Jim Doherty was off
his line and the wee
midfielder cleverly chipped
the ball over his head and
into the net to give Saints a
narrow lead.

In the second period of ex-
tra time Cambria  pushed
men forward in an attempt
to get back on level terms,
which meant they left
spaces at the back and Dean
Walker should have killed

Ross Maitland

Oban Celtic’s winning Under 14 team which lifted
the Oban Area Coaching Committee’s Under 14 5-

a-side Shield

Oban Celtic win winter

league on goal difference

Shinty
THE OBAN Area Coach-
ing Committee’s Underr
14s winter league shield
was decided on goal differ-
ence on Sunday after local
rivals Oban Celtic and
Oban Camanachd tied on
points.

Played for the first time on

astro-turf, the winter league
ended: 1 Oban Celtic; 2
Oban Camanachd; 3
Lochside Rovers; 4
Lochside Juniors; 5 Celtic
Juniors; 6 Glenorchy; 7
Camanachd Juniors.

ARDNAMURCHAN High
School’s senior boys team has
had a tremendous season win-
ning the small schools league
(south).

After their 14 league matches
Ardnamurchan finished seven
points clear of second placed
Kilchuimen High School and
only conceded two goals.

In the Highland finals they
were narrowly beaten one-nil
by Ullapool High in a tense
encounter.  Ullapool won the
trophy for the second consecu-
tive year.

Ardnamurchan coach and
English teacher Murdo
Graham said he was very proud
of the team’s performances and
consistency, in particular their
excellent defensive record.

Murdo said: ‘It was quite a
stunning tournament by the
boys.  To only lose two goals is
a fantastic tribute to their con-
centration and determination.

‘If I’d been told that before the
tournament I would have staked
my mortgage on them winning
it.  Football can be cruel.’

Senior boys

win small

schools

league

Football
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