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Isle of Kerrera’s ‘poor cousin’ community shouts with stronger voice

Free care

waiting

list at 125

The new Northern Lighthouse Board vessel Pharos is named and launched from a Gdansk shipyard in Poland

New Pharos is launched in Poland

Smoking survey reveals shock statistics for Argyll and Clyde

Second son

for Duke

of Argyll

Bomb found

at Islay

Airport

Diamond couple are real gems

Charles and Rita Simmonds celebrate their diamond wedding. t06dia01

McGrigor calls

for  drug-

addicted

parent numbers

MSP JAMIE McGrigor has
called on Argyll and Bute
Council to reveal the
number of children locally
who are currently living
with a drug-addicted par-
ent.

Jamie McGrigor said:
‘Drug addiction destroys
families and I am very con-
cerned over the number of
children in Argyll and Bute
who are living with either
a parent, or perhaps both
parents, who are drug-ad-
dicted. These children must
be at greater risk of becom-
ing addicted to drugs them-
selves.

‘I will be writing to Argyll
and Bute Council asking
them to disclose any statis-
tics it has. I am also seek-
ing assurances on what the
council is doing to ensure
the children of addicted par-
ents are given both the pro-
tection and support they
need.’

Sleeping

fisherman’s

sentence

deferred

A FORMER Tobermory
man who pled guilty to fall-
ing asleep at the wheel of a
boat and crashing it has had
his sentence deferred for a
second time.

Neil MacLean, aged 29, of
Flat 0/1, 118 Earl Street,
Scotstoun, Glasgow, ap-
peared at Oban Sheriff Court
last week to be sentenced.

But because he was unem-
ployed his sentence was de-
ferred a further nine months
to allow him to find a job,
which would allow him to
pay a possible fine. On Au-
gust 27 last year off Muck,
McLean admitted falling
asleep at the wheel of FV
Aquila and colliding with a
reef.

He will appear for sen-
tencing on October 10.

A GEM of a couple cel-
ebrated their diamond wed-
ding on Saturday night at the
Falls of Lora Hotel, Connel.

Charles and Rita
Simmonds, of Ben Alder,
Ardconnel Road, Oban, were
married on January 30, 1946
in St Columba’s Cathedral,
Oban, by Father John
Morrison. It was a war-time
romance; Charles from Oban
and Rita from Langholm in
Dumfriesshire. They met
while stationed in the Isle of
Man where Charles was a
radar instructor and Rita was

serving in the WRNS. The
couple had three children
Sandra, Brian and Rita, who
died at the age of 28.

Charles and Rita celebrated
their anniversary at home
with a visit from Lord Lieu-
tenant of Argyll and Bute
Kenneth MacKinnon, who
presented them with a mes-
sage of congratulations from
HM The Queen.

On Saturday they thought
they were just being taken
out for a quiet dinner but
found most of the family
gathered at the Falls of Lora

Hotel to give them a special
diamond wedding celebra-
tion.

As well as many gifts and
best wishes from all their
family and friends there was
one more surprise for Charles
and Rita. In May this year
they are being treated to a
holiday in the Isle of Man.
This nostalgic trip is a gift
from their family as the cou-
ple, now both in their eight-
ies, haven’t been back to the
place where their romance
blossomed since they were
‘demobbed’  in 1946.

THE ISLAND of Kerrera
will now have a stronger
voice on issues affecting the
island after the formation of
the Isle of Kerrera Residents
Association (IKRA).

The group, formed at a
meeting on Monday, will

represent the islanders on
issues such as transport and
the ferries.

The island has no commu-
nity council after it was ad-
vised to have two members
on Oban Community Coun-
cil and many feel it is now

the ‘poor cousin’ of the Ar-
gyll islands.

IKRA chairman Roddy
MacEachan said: ‘We have
had nothing in comparison
with the other islands apart
from the bins collection and
we had to fight for that.

‘The strength of feeling
on the island is we are sick
and fed up of being passed
over by Argyll and Bute
Council and what we want
is recognition of our status
in Argyll and Bute.’

Group secretary Andy

Crab said: ‘The group has
come about because the is-
land has been left behind
for a few years now and it
has come to a point where
some things need to change.

‘We don’t have the parity
of services that other simi-

lar islands like Lismore,
Luing and Easdale do.

‘The general feeling on
the island is things have
been allowed to fall behind.
I don’t think it has been de-
liberately allowed to by Ar-
gyll and Bute Council but

we deserve parity. We just
don’t want to feel like the
poor cousins.’

Mr Crab outlined two main
problems for islanders.

One is the need for the ferry
to run for longer hours.

At the moment Duncan

MacEachan is the only fer-
ryman, operating the ferry
between 8.45am and 5pm.

Mr Crab said: ‘The ferry
is a single operator service
so we would like some kind
of subsidy to allow Duncan
to employ someone else to

help him and increase the
running hours.

‘The other issue is getting
a link between the north and
south ends of the island. At
the moment you can’t access
the other side of the island
unless you have a quad bike!’

OBAN will have a new ship
in its harbour following the
launch of the Northern
Lighthouse Board (NLB)
vessel Pharos at a shipyard
in Poland.

The tenth NLB vessel to
carry the Pharos name
since 1799, the more-than-
84-metre-long ship was
named and launched by the
board’s patron The Princess
Royal and will make the

1,200-mile voyage from the
Gdansk Stocznia
Remontowa SA yard in Po-
land to her home port later
this year.

The new Pharos will
carry  seven officers and 11
crew and is equipped with
30 modern cabins, forward
helicopter deck, 30 tonne
crane plus hydrographic
surveying and wreck find-
ing equipment.

She is powered by two
1,500kw Rolls Royce jet
thrusters and carries three
1,370ekw Wartsila genera-
tors.

The ship will operate
mainly in Scottish and
Manx waters servicing
more than 200 automatic
lighthouses, buoys and bea-
cons and will act as a work-
ing platform for aids to
navigation project work in

addition to commercial
work under contract.

Guy Platten, director of
marine operations with the
NLB  in Oban, welcomed
the introduction of the new
Pharos, expected ‘home’ in
October.

‘The launch was a very
exciting day - and very
emotional,’ said Guy. ‘For
all my days at sea this was
my first launch and it’s

great to look forward dur-
ing a time of change,’ he
added.

‘This is the next genera-
tion in a long line of ships
to proudly carry the Pharos
name and she really is state-
of-the-art. When the new
vessel arrives in Oban in
October, the current Pharos
will be retired. And I’m
sure that will be another
emotional day,’ said Guy.

ISLAY Airport’s leading
firefighter was shocked to
come across an unexploded
World War II bomb whilst
carrying out a routine main-
tenance check of the air-
port’s perimeter.

Niall Colthart recognised
the device, which was in
poor condition, and imme-
diately contacted the police.

The area was cordoned off
and after discussions be-
tween coastguard and police,
the bomb disposal team from
RN Faslane was called.

Niall said: ‘I was clearing
out the drains when I came
across it sticking out a bank
and I had a fair idea what it
was. We get a lot of coastal
erosion so the landscape is
constantly changing which
is why I hadn’t spotted the
bomb before.’

The bomb disposal team
was at the airport for just
over an hour. The team re-
moved the bomb and bur-
ied it on the beach in order
to safely detonate it.

Niall added: ‘There was
certainly a big bang when
it went off.’

THE DUKE and Duchess
of Argyll are celebrating the
arrival of their second son
who was born on Friday
February 3.

Lord Rory James Campbell
was born at Queen Char-
lotte’s Hospital, London,
weighing in at 7lb 14oz.

Margaret Mather, secre-
tary at Argyll Estates, said:
‘Both mother and baby are
doing well.’

The couple’s first son, Lord
Archie Frederick Campbell,
Marquis of Lorne, was born
in March 2004.

Sir Torquhil Ian Campbell,
the 13th Duke of Argyll, mar-
ried Eleanor Cadbury, a
member of the Cadbury’s
chocolate family, in June
2002 at St Mary’s Church,
Fairford, Gloucestershire.

They make regular visits to
the Campbell ancestral home
of Inveraray Castle while liv-
ing and working in London.

IN ARGYLL and Clyde health area, 989 deaths each year
are attributable to smoking, hospital admissions attribut-
able to smoking amount to 5,440 a year, and all at a cost
to NHS Argyll and Clyde of more than £12 million an-
nually.

These are some of the alarming statistics in a report on
the impact of smoking from the Scottish Executive’s
Scottish Health Survey. The report also highlights that
32 per cent of the population of the Argyll and Clyde
area smoke, while 61 per cent are regularly exposed to

second-hand smoke and that 71 per cent of those in the
area who have never smoked are bothered by it.

With just a matter of weeks to go until the ban on smoking
in enclosed public places comes into force on March 26,
these newly released statistics indicate that more than seven
out of 10 non-smokers exposed to second-hand smoke are
bothered by it, as well as over half of former smokers.

With research indicating that passive smoking kills up
to 1000 lifelong non-smokers in Scotland each year, as
well as leading to lung cancer, heart disease and a range

of respiratory diseases, the smoking ban will include the
likes of workplaces - where 14 per cent of people in Ar-
gyll and Clyde are regularly exposed to second-hand
smoke, pubs - where the figure rises to 32 per cent, clubs,
restaurants, cafes and work vehicles.

Leading the campaign for Scotland to become a non-
smoking country was recently retired chief medical of-
ficer Dr Mac Armstrong from Connel.

Prior to his retiral, Dr Armstrong said: ‘A ban on smok-
ing in public satisfies what seems to me to be an increas-

ingly vocally expressed wish of the vast majority of peo-
ple in Scotland, both smokers and non-smokers.

‘Principally, however, it protects those who cannot
choose. It also sends a very strong message to people
that smoking is not normal. We would rather choose
health and well-being than disease and death, which is
what tobacco brings. Most importantly these are prema-
ture deaths, everyone has to die, but smokers die earlier.’

‘These are very significant statistics and people should
think hard about them,’ said Dr Armstrong.

THERE is now a waiting
list for free personal care
for the elderly in Argyll and
Bute and it is likely to go
up in the coming year.

Fifty-seven people are
waiting for admission to resi-
dential or nursing homes and
68 waiting for home care
packages and the blame for
the problem is being laid
squarely at the door of the
Scottish Executive for failing
to properly fund its much-
trumpeted policy.

The figure is normally 15-
20 while clients wait for
specific establishments to
become available.

While spokesperson for
health Councillor Dick
Walsh of Argyll and Bute
Council made assurances
that those on the waiting list
were continually monitored
and considered ‘safe’, he
admitted that there were
knock-on effects, including
bed-blocking in hospitals.

There is also pressure on
family carers and the social
work department.

He said the issue was that
the executive had not pro-
vided the resources to cover
the need.

A home care package in

Argyll and Bute costs an
average of £17,000 a year
but that depends on a per-
son’s circumstances.

The council has three ele-
ments to its home care
budget: the council’s alloca-
tion which is £2.5 million,
the free personal care alloca-
tion from the Scottish Execu-
tive of £1.5 million and sup-
porting people, also from the
executive, of £1.2 million.

Over-committed
The council’s allocation

has been over-committed
since autumn last year
when a deficit of around £1
million was revealed and
the others have been fully
committed for some time,
said Councillor Walsh.

Added to this the social
work budget was given a
one-off payment in late
2005-2006 of £2.5 million
for the deficit in home care,
child care and residential
care, which it may not have
next year and is equivalent
to 144 home care packages.

Councillor Walsh warned
that resources would only
become available where a
care package was no longer
needed. ‘As a space is cre-
ated, for example by a

death, it releases the money
for a new care package.’

The issue of free personal
care in Argyll and Bute was
raised in the Scottish Par-
liament last week and the
national issue is the subject
of an inquiry by the Health
Committee.

Highlands and Islands
MSP Jamie McGrigor is
asking the executive to re-
veal the number of people
in Argyll and Bute and
across the Highlands and
Islands who have been re-
fused free care because
there is no money.

‘The executive’s much-
touted free personal care is
worth little if the funding is
not there to support it. My
concern is that this is only
the tip of the iceberg on
what is likely to be a much
larger problem.’

Councillor Walsh said the
executive knew the popula-
tion figures and that as peo-
ple aged they needed more
care but the funding was not
appropriate, nor was
enough money being trans-
ferred from the health au-
thorities to social work as
care in the community in-
creased.

*[HhbEgB/487013]ŸŸŸ+m-SŸ.
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An cuala sibh seo?
CALEDONIAN MacBrayne (CalMac) claims it is not
operating on the same level as Western Ferries after the
Dunoon-Gourock ferry company accused the state-owned
ferry company of ‘unfairly distorting the market place’.

Western Ferries, using the Freedom of Information Act,
discovered that Caledonian MacBrayne had spent £10.6
million of taxpayers’ money on the Dunoon-Gourock
route over the last five years.

‘Had Western Ferries been given £10.6m, we could have
carried all passengers between Gourock and Dunoon free
for the past five years,’ said managing director Gordon
Ross.

‘And we could still have provided the current level of
community support, local jobs and investment in new
vessels and infrastructure.

‘The deficit on the Gourock-Dunoon route far exceeds
any other route on the Clyde and is almost 10 per cent of

Caledonian MacBrayne defends its Dunoon-Gourock costs

CalMac’s annual subsidy. I don’t believe this is good
value for the taxpayer,’ added Mr Ross.

‘The level of funding on the route illustrates that CalMac
is unfairly distorting the market place.’

Level playing field
He pointed out Western Ferries, which runs a car ferry,

was a private company that had been successful through
hard work, efficiency and providing a service the local
community wanted.

‘The sooner we have a level playing field the better for
everyone and that is why we look forward to the tender,’
he said.

The Gourock-Dunoon route has gone out to tender, un-
der EU rules, separately from the rest of the routes cur-
rently operated by CalMac and Western Ferries has ten-
dered for that and the Clyde and Hebrides bundles.

The subsidy for 2005 reveals that the Caledonian

MaCBrayne Gourock-Dunoon route, which is passenger
only, received £2.2 million. A spokesman for CalMac said
that a large proportion of that subsidy was network costs
allocated to the route, something an individual operator
did not have to contend with.

He said CalMac had no choice but to use the vessels it
had, which were more expensive to run than those used
by Western Ferries, but if the state-owned company used
the same as the private operator, its costs would be simi-
lar.

He pointed out that income from a vehicle service could
be used to reduce overall losses and CalMac was restricted
to one sailing per hour and had to pay Argyll and Bute
Council berthing and traffic dues.

‘Western Ferries cannot meet the timetable require-
ment to provide a 23-minute crossing between Gourock
town centre and Dunoon town centre,’ he added.

Slap costs

Campbeltown

man £400

A CAMPBELTOWN man
has been fined at Oban
Sheriff Court after admit-
ting slapping his ex-girl-
friend in the face.

First offender Don
Brown, aged 30, of 14 Front
Row, Drumlemble, pled
guilty to breach of the peace
and to assault on November
11 last year in Oban’s
Jeremy Inglis Hotel.

Brown, a farm labourer,
and his girlfriend at the time
had come to Oban for a
night out. They had been to-
gether for three years.

Procurator Fiscal Clifford
Most said: ‘He was under
the influence of alcohol and
began looking at the vic-
tim’s mobile phone.

‘He began to suspect she
had text messages from an-
other man and accused her
of having an affair and
shouted and swore at her.

‘She tried to appease him
but he continued to shout
and swear then grabbed her
by the shoulders, threw her
onto the bed and slapped
her on the face.’

The victim suffered bruis-
ing to the left eye but did
not require medical treat-
ment.

Defence agent Gordon
Seaton said: ‘Both seemed
to have consumed too much
alcohol and there was a row.

‘Mr Brown believed his
girlfriend had sent text mes-
sages to another man. The
whole thing got heated and
when Mr Brown was
charged at the police office
he said he had ‘just lost it’.

‘He deeply regrets his be-
haviour.’

Sheriff Douglas Small
fined Brown £400.

Manaidsear dha chur às a dhreuchd

Chaidh fear de dh’àrd-mhanaidsearan Bòrd Slàinte nan Eilean
Siar a chur às a dhreuchd airson gearan mu dheidhinn mar a tha
a’ bhuidheann air a stiùireadh.

Tha Daibhidh Tierney, 52, air a bhith ag obair dhaibh airson
24 bliadhna agus tha e a-nis dol a dhèanamh tagradh an aghaidh
a’ cho-dhùnaidh.

Chaidh sgrùdadh a dhèanamh air dol a-mach Mgr Tierney agus
cho-dhùn a’ bhùird gun thog e na gearanan airson droch rùn  is
miastadh adhbhrachadh.

Ach, a rèir Dhòmhnaill MhicNèill, bho Institiud nam
Manaidsearan Slàinte ann an Alba, cha robh e ach a’ feuchainn
ri foillseachadh poblach a dhèanamh air na duilgheadas a bha
taobh a-staigh na buidhne. Bha mòran dhen luchd-obrach a’ cur
taic ri Mgr Tierney, dh’innis Mgr MacNèill.

Am measg nan gearanan a thog Mgr Tierney bha burraidheachd
agus dragh mu làimhseachadh ionhmais.

Tha a’ bhòrd air dubh-chàineadh fhaighinn sna mìosan a
dh’fhalbh, bho leithid Chomhairle nan Eilean Siar agus ball-
pàrlamaid nan eilean, Aonghas MacNìll.
A senior manager in Western Isles Health Board has been sacked
after raising concerns over the organisation’s stewardship.

David Tierney, 52, has been working for the board for 24 years
and is set to appeal against the decision.

An investigation was conducted into Mr Tierney’s conduct and
found that he acted maliciously in raising the concerns.

However, according to Donald MacNeill from the Institite of
Healthcare Managers, he was only seeking to raise the prob-
lems of the board in a public manner. Tierney had the support of
a number of colleagues, added Mr MacNeill.

Among the concerns he raised were issues of bullying and fi-
nancial misconduct.

The board has received criticism in recent months from West-
ern Isles Council and isles MP Angus MacNeill.

Sgeama beag tuathanas gaoithe

Chaidh cead-dealbhachaidh a thoirt dha sgeama ùr ann an
Uibhist, far a bheilear an dòchas dealain a chruthachadh dha
goireas coimhearsnachd tro thuathanas gaoithe beag.

Tha taigh-tasgaidh Chille Donnain an dòchas dà thùr a chur
suas aig cosgais £45,000. Fhuair an sgeama cead bho chomataidh
àrainneachd Chomhairle nan Eilean Siar.

Thuirt a’ chomhairliche ionadail, Raghnall MacFhuinghuin:
‘Tha seo uabhasach fhèin feumail o chionn ‘s tha e cosg tòrr
airgead a chumail fosgailte gach bliadhna. Tha e a’ cosg suas ri
còig mìle a h-uile bliadhna ann an dealan agus shàbhalaidh seo
mòran airgead dhaibh.’
Planning permission has been granted for a new scheme in Uist,
where they hope to supply a community facility with electricity
from a small windfarm.

Kindonan Museum hopes to erect two turbines at a cost of
£45,000. The project was given approval by the environmental
services committee of Western Isles Council.

Local councillor Ronnie MacKinnon said: ‘This will be very
beneficial as the museum needs a lot of money to keep it open
every year. It costs up to £5,000 every year in electricity bills
and this will save them a lot of money.’

Moladh don chomhairle

Bu choir do Chomhairle nan Eilean Siar gun cus uallach a
ghabhail mun chasg air smocadh agus an aire a thionndadh gu
dèiligeadh ri drugaichean mi-laghail is deoch làidir, chaidh a
ràdh riutha. Tòisichidh na riaghltean ùr sa Mhàirt agus bidh
dleasdanas air a’ chomhairle am brosnachadh sna h-eileanan agus
dèanamh cinnteach gu bheilear a’ gabhail ris nan sgìre fhèin.

Ach, a rèir comhairliche an Tiumpain, Dòmhnall Iain
MacSuain, bho Leòdhas, tha rudan nas cudromaiche air am bu
chòir a’ chomhairle an airgead a chaitheamh.

‘Tha e a’ dèanamh dragh dhomh gu bheil sinn dol chosg airgead
agus tìde dèiligeadh ri smocadh nuair a tha trioblaidean nas miosa
againn le drugaichean làidir, agus a bharrachd air sin tha fìor trioblaid
againn le deoch làidir agus e a’ dèanamh mòran cron,’ thuirt e.

‘Tha sinn aig àrd ìre an taca ris an còrr dhen dùthaich a-thaobh
daoine a bhith a dol dha ospadal air sgàth ‘s deoch. ‘S e sin air bu
chòir dhuinn a bhith ag amas agus chan e daoine a tha ri smocadh.’
Western Isles Council should not give too much heed to the ban
on smoking and turn its attention instead to tackling drug and
alcohol abuse, it was advised. The new rules start in March and
the council will have a responsbility to ensure it is promoted
and being complied with in its area.

But Tiumpan councillor Donald John MacSween, from Lewis,
believes there are more important things on which the council
should spend their money.

‘It concerns me that we are going to spend money and time
dealing with smoking when we have more problems with drugs,
and in particular drink, which causes untold damage,’ he said.

‘We are at the top of the table in this country when it comes to
hospital admissions through drink. That is what we should be
concentrating on and not people who smoke.’

Salmon egg selection at Landcatch Natural Selection base at Ormsary in Mid Argyll

Ormsary company expands into Chile

Local

plan to

consult

again

before

inquiry

MORE than 4,000 letters
have been received about
Argyll and Bute’s finalised
draft Local Plan, with each
having to be responded to
in detail.

Most of the council’s poli-
cies within the plan at-
tracted objections or com-
ments about some part of
their wording while on the
other hand there was con-
siderable support for the
need to boost economic per-
formance, affordable hous-
ing and stop the loss and
aging of the population.

The main issues identified
included the council’s
policy on renewable energy,
particularly land-based
wind farms; the amount of
land in the countryside
zoned for development,
particularly housing; and
infrastructure problems that
could limit growth within
Argyll and Bute.

A public local inquiry is
expected in the last quarter of
the year but negotiations with
objectors will take place be-
fore hand to try and limit the
scale and cost of the inquiry.

A pre-inquiry finalised
draft Local Plan is to be
published in the spring,
with another six-week con-
sultation period to allow
more representations.

All representations are to be
made available on the coun-
cil’s website www.argyll-
bute.gov.uk.

A SCOTTISH fish-farming
company with a business
near Lochgilphead is aim-
ing to net one third of the
global market for salmon
breeding within the next
few years after hooking a
prize catch in Chile.

Landcatch Natural Selec-
tion (LNS), which began
life 25 years ago at Ormsary
Estate, 15 miles from
Lochgilphead, has captured
14 per cent of the world At-
lantic salmon egg market
after becoming the sole

owner of the former
Pesquera Eicosal smolt and
egg supply business which
Landcatch previously
jointly owned with Marine
Harvest under its sister
company Landcatch Lim-
ited.

It now hopes to expand
further and to capture at
least 30 per cent of the glo-
bal market by 2011. At least
30 more jobs are expected
to be created if its expan-
sion plans are realised.

Landcatch in Scotland

presently employs 55. A
further 52 are employed in
Chile.

Hugh Currie, chairman of
LNS, said: ‘The new acqui-
sition in Chile means we now
have wholly-owned egg pro-
duction facilities in both the
northern and southern hemi-
spheres, the only independ-
ent salmon breeding com-
pany in the world to be able
to make that claim.

‘This allows us to feed
data into our breeding se-
lection twice a year instead
of once, thus speeding up
the delivery of improve-
ments to our customers.’

He said Landcatch had
worked hard to achieve its
place in the global market.

‘Our objective throughout
the last 10 years has been

to create a dedicated and in-
dependent salmon breeding
operation to supply salmon
producers throughout the
world with top quality eggs,
produced to their individual
specification,’ he said.

‘That has meant breeding
for taste, texture, flesh colour,
fast growth, robustness, low
maturation and many other
traits, in direct response to
customer requirements.’

Egg production in Chile is
scheduled to double to 60
million eggs a year. LNS is
also planning a major in-
crease in its northern hemi-
sphere output to take its an-
nual egg production capac-
ity to 75 million eggs.

It is also looking into the
possbility of an additional
production centre in either

Scotland or Ireland.
The Landcatch business

consists of Landcatch Lim-
ited, based at Ormsary, and
LNS, based at Alloa.

Landcatch’s smolt pro-
duction sites in Scotland
include Gairloch, Jura,
Ormsary and Islay. The
Scottish enterprise of smolt
production realises five
million smolts and parr to
order. LNS currently pro-
duces 50,000,000 eggs in
Scotland and, through
Landcatch, Chile currently
produces 30,000,000 eggs
and 4,000,000 smolts.

The company was
founded by the Lithgows
25 years ago at Ormsary
Estate initially for operation
as a land-based salmon egg
production unit.

Fine and

ban after

test refusal

A FIFTY-EIGHT-year-old
woman has been banned
from driving for four years
and fined £300 after admit-
ting refusing to provide a
specimen of blood at Oban
Police Station.

Oban Sheriff Court heard
on Monday that Rosemary
MacGregor had been
stopped by police in Miller
Road on August 28 last year
because of the manner of
her driving.

She was taken to the sta-
tion but was unable to give
a breath test for analysis
and refused to give a blood
test instead.

The court heard
MacGregor, 3 Burnside
Court, Miller Road, Oban,
had a previous conviction for
similar offence in the last 10
years and that she had sold
her car since the incident.
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A MAN who threw a poker
at a car full of people,
which smashed a window
and hit a woman on the
head, has been fined £250.

James Stewart, aged 54,
denied culpably and reck-
lessly throwing the poker;
instead he said he had
thrown it to mark the car so
it would be recognisable to
police.

Oban Sheriff Court heard
on Monday that witness
Clifford Maguire and
Brenda Stewart and their

Man fined £250 for recklessly throwing poker at moving car

three sons had come to Oban
on July 3 last year late in the
evening to ‘confront’ Stewart
about an incident involving
Mr Maguire’s daughter.

Mr Maguire, a 38-year-
old HGV driver from Alex-
andria, admitted that he had
gone up to Stewart’s house
in Dunollie in the early
hours of the morning and
‘daubed the house with
paint and broken a win-
dow’, for which he had
since been charged and sen-
tenced.

He had then rejoined his
family at the Corran Halls
car park and they had
driven up to Stewart’s
house around 4am to have
a look at what Mr Maguire
had done.

He said Stewart had
thrown the poker at the car
and it came through the
back window hitting
Brenda Stewart, his partner,
who was in the back of the
car, on the head.

Ms Stewart, 36, also of
Alexandria, said the blow

left her dazed and hysteri-
cal.

In the witness box,
Stewart, an HGV driver
whose address in court and
at the time of the incident
was 27 Cruachan Crescent,
Dunollie, said his wife
woke him about 4am to say
she thought there was
someone outside the house
and as he went into the liv-
ing room, the window was
smashed.

The police were called
and after they left, as he and

his wife were cleaning up
the paint, he said he was
aware of a car coming down
the road.

‘On the way back down
they were shouting ob-
scenities and were laugh-
ing,’ he said.

He said he had picked up
the poker from the garden
and thrown it to damage the
car. ‘I was trying to mark
the car for the police to
identify it,’ he said.

‘Did you think of the pos-
sibility of where it was go-

ing?’ asked Procurator Fis-
cal Clifford Most.

‘I thought it might hit a
tail light or put a dent in the
back of the car or anything,’
said Stewart.

PC Colin May told the
court the car Mr Maguire
and Ms Stewart were in was
stopped near Pennyfuir
Cemetery and that he had
retrieved the poker from the
back parcel shelf.

Mr Most submitted to
Sheriff Douglas Small that
by throwing the poker at the

car, Stewart had a ‘total and
utter disregard for the con-
sequences of his actions’.

Mr MacNeill said Stewart
was simply throwing the
poker at the car to mark it.

Finding Stewart guilty,
Sheriff Small said he was
satisfied beyond reasonable
doubt that Stewart’s actions
at the time of throwing the
poker amounted to culpable
and reckless conduct and
that the surrounding cir-
cumstances were mitigating
factors only.

Park primary seven pupil Callum MacAulay thanks Royal Bank of Scotland branch manager Scott Hetherington for the bank’s
grant while his fellow Eco-Group members and depute headteacher, Irene Bisset, look on. t06grd01

PUPILS at Oban’s Park Pri-
mary School hope to have
a ‘Groundforce’ style
makeover on their quadran-
gle thanks to a grant from
Royal Bank of Scotland.

The Supergrounds project
run by the bank invites
school gardens to be nomi-

Park primary granted super garden funds

nated for a makeover. The
school was nominated for a
Supergrounds grant by
Royal Bank of Scotland
branch manager Scott
Hetherington .

The grant of £4,000 will
help to build an outdoor
classroom, a weather sta-

tion, a wildlife area and a
vegetable plot - just some
of the ideas the children
came up with.

Park Primary School de-
pute headteacher Irene
Bisset said: ‘We have had
good suggestions from the
Eco-group and other chil-

dren in the school as to what
could go in the garden.

‘We have just about got a
handle on what the project
will look like.’

Supergrounds is delivered
by the school grounds char-
ity Grounds for Learning
(GfL) and charity repre-

sentative Aileen Thomas
has been talking to the chil-
dren about what they can
have in their new garden.

In order to finish the project
on schedule in June, the
school is looking for anyone
who could help with the
building work or lend a hand.

No delay as

linkspan

hits rocks

FEARS of a delay to the
work on the second ferry
linkspan on the Caledonian
MacBrayne (CalMac) pier
in Oban have been allayed
by the company.

In attempting to lay the
first four piles of the link-
span, divers discovered
rock on the seabed and
workmen had to bring in
specialist equipment to al-
low the work to continue.

Not only was there rock
but other debris such as old
chains from fishing boats.

This prompted sugges-
tions phase one of the work
would not be completed by
the scheduled date of April
14.

However, CalMac has de-
nied this will affect the fi-
nal completion date of April
2007.

The company has also
said the setback will not
cost more money as the
company had anticipated
bringing in heavy plant
equipment.

A spokesperson for
CalMac said: ‘We were an-
ticipating finding rock but
we have found it sooner
than expected.

‘The berth has to be free
for April 14.

‘Keeping the ferry service
operating is the priority, es-
pecially with the introduc-
tion of the summer timeta-
ble on March 31.

‘The work is on schedule
to complete in April 2007.
How we get there is not the
issue; maintaining the op-
eration of ferries is.’

As a result of the debris
find, two of the piles will
have to be repositioned.

Man fined after swearing at teenager

A MAN who shouted and swore at a 15-year-old girl has
been fined £200 at Oban Sheriff Court.

John McPhee, aged 44, pled guilty to breaching the
peace at George Street, Oban on August 20.

The court heard there was a history of problems be-
tween McPhee’s family and the teenager’s family and
that the girl had shouted rude comments at the accused
earlier that day. McPhee had had a considerable amount
to drink at the time of the incident and did not remember
saying anything.

Sheriff Douglas Small said he accepted that there was
a background to the offence but pointed out that she was
15 and McPhee was the grown-up.

He fined McPhee £200.

AN OBAN man was ad-
monished on a breach of the
peace charge at Oban Sher-
iff Court last Wednesday.

First offender Andrew
Files, aged 24, of 3 Castle
Road, Dunollie, pled guilty
to breach of the peace on
November 21 last year.

His partner believed him
to be under the influence of
alcohol when he brought
friends home at 2.30am.
Files was banging on the
door and, when his partner
refused to let them in, he
began shouting.

Defence agent Edward
Thornton said: ‘His partner,
who was 10 weeks preg-
nant, had been living with
him and locked him out of
the house.

‘She is now back with him
at his address.’

Admonished on

breach charge

Assault

A MAN was arrested on a
fishing boat in Oban har-
bour on February 1 after
being charged with two al-
leged assaults and two al-
leged breaches of the peace.

The incident occurred in
the early hours of the morn-
ing and police required
coastguard help to remove
the man from the boat and
into police custody.

Witnesses

POLICE are seeking any
witnesses to two separate
incidents in Oban on Feb-
ruary 2.

At 4.50am there was a re-
port of a vehicle which had
been ‘keyed’. The incident
occurred on Rockfield
Road.

At 8pm police received a
report of a smashed win-
dow at a George Street
premises.

Anyone with any infor-
mation about these inci-
dents can contact Oban Po-
lice on 01631 510500.

Knife

A MAN was arrested in
Market Street, Oban, at
1.30am on February 5 after
being found to be in posses-
sion of a knife.

Drunk

A 15-YEAR-OLD boy was
arrested at Station Square,
Oban.

He was under the influ-
ence of alcohol and seen to
be brandishing a bottle at
passers-by.

Police files
Rescue in

Glen

Orchy

EVERYONE believes their
own family’s mince and
tatties recipe is the best but
for a Tighnabruaich police-
man, it’s official.

Barney MacFarlane beat
off competition from as far
afield as Ireland and East-
ern Europe as well as his
fellow Scots to lift the
World Mince and Tatties
Championship trophy.

The championship was
held in the Mishnish Hotel,
Tobermory on January 28
and Barney, who will retire
to Tobermory in a few years
time, said he was surprised
to have won.

He added: ‘I get over to
Tobermory quite often as I
have a house there.

‘The competition has
been going for three years
and this is my second time
in it.

‘Before that it was won by
Margaret English of Tober-
mory.

‘My tactics had let me
down in the past but the
owner of the Mishnish Rob-
ert MacLeod told me to use
the Golden Wonder variety
of potato.

‘He probably regrets giv-
ing me that advice because
I beat him into second
place!’

Barney, who cooks regu-
larly, refused to reveal his
secret of success as the
recipe has been in his fam-
ily for generations.

Barney is

world mince

and tattie

champion

Airports

meeting

leaves more

questions
A MEETING between
Oban Airport Users’ Group
and Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil about Oban Airport has
left some with more ques-
tions than answers.

The meeting was called,
behind closed doors, to up-
date users on the council’s
plans for the airport as part
of the development of Ar-
gyll Air Services.

A council statement fol-
lowing the meeting said a
tender to upgrade Oban to
take scheduled flights and
establish new airfields on
Colonsay and Coll had been
accepted from Ennstone
Thistle.

Work is due to start on the
£6 millon project at Oban
on February 27 and the is-
lands in March.

Humberside Aviation
Services has been ap-
pointed to manage Oban
Airport on a short-term ba-
sis. The previous manage-
ment contract with Total
Logistics Concepts (TLC)
ended in November.

The council statement
also said that those who had
concerns that the improve-
ment works might not be
completed had been ‘reas-
sured by the council’s com-
mitment to the project’.

However, Billy Stewart of

Dunoon, a member of Ar-
gyll Aero Club who has had
a plane at Oban airfield for
seven years, said: ‘That was
not the case with me.’

He and others have con-
cerns about details of the
project which came to light
through a letter from Head
of Aerodrome Standards
Ray Elgy at the CAA follow-
ing a meeting with council
representatvies in January.

High risk
Mr Elgy said that as a

‘considerable degree of de-
velopment has been
planned’ before the formal
involvement of the CAA,
the council was ‘carrying a
high degree of risk in that
development work may be
completed or carried to an
advanced stage and subse-
quently found to be non-
compliant with the CAA’s
licensing requirements’.

‘They are spending my
money as a tax payer on
something they don’t have
approval for. The danger is
that they will put in infra-
structure and the Civil Avia-
tion Authority won’t license
these fields [Coll and
Colonsay],’ said Mr Stewart.

Paul Keegan of TLC, said
he and other users sup-
ported the idea of upgrad-
ing Oban Airport but were

concerned the project, which
has been in the making for
three years, had not been
looked into in enough detail.

A spokesman for Connel
Gliding Club said the club
welcomed the development
of Oban airport. ‘We also
welcome the council’s com-
mitment to keeping the air-
port operational during con-
struction but we are very dis-
appointed in the loss of ex-
isting jobs at the airport.’

A CAA spokesman said
they had asked the council
to keep the CAA involved
and it was easier to involve
them at an early stage
‘rather than building the air-
port and then coming to us’.

A council spokesman said
the council had applied for
licensing in October last
year and that meetings had
been held in November and
January. ‘A number of ar-
eas where firm conclusions
have yet to be reached were
discussed and the best way
forward identified,’ he said.

‘The council has appointed
exeperienced consultants to
support the development of
the project as is normal in
these circumstances and they
have visited and surveyed all
the sites to esbalish that the
sites will comply with the
regulatory requirements.’

A MAJOR mountain rescue
operation was launched on
Sunday after a father and
son were reported lost
while climbing a mountain
near Glen Orchy.

A call came in to Oban
Police Station shortly be-
fore 6pm that the a 43-year-
old man and his 12-year-old
son had become lost on
Beinn Dorain.

However, the rescuers had
been misinformed by the
lost climbers and began
searching Beinn Dorain
when the climbers were ac-
tually on neighbouring
Beinn A’ Chuirn.

A large scale search group
was despatched to Beinn
Dorain including 15 mem-
bers of Oban Mountain
Rescue Team with a search
and rescue dog.

Also involved were
Strathclyde Police Moun-
tain Rescue Team, Arrochar
Mountain Rescue Team and
two Royal Air Force Moun-
tain Rescue Teams.

The Royal Air Force
Search and Rescue helicop-
ter was also called out.

Iain Campbell of Oban
Mountain Rescue Team
said: ‘We got the call at
around 6pm on Sunday and
all we knew was it was a
father and son stuck on
Beinn Dorain and that the
son was 12-years-old.

‘They had lost their bear-
ings and were completely
lost but they did the right
thing and stayed put.

‘As soon as a child is in-
volved you have to assume
he is more susceptible to
injury because he will
clearly not be an experi-
enced hillwalker.

‘So when we heard it was
a 12-year-old boy it was all
systems go to make sure we
got them.’

Oban Mountain Rescue
Team sent out an advanced
search party which is a
group carrying limited
equipment meaning they
can cover ground more
quickly.

However, while searching
Beinn Dorain rescuers saw
torches at 7.45pm on Beinn
A’ Chuirn and the RAF
helicopter airlifted the fa-
ther and son who had no se-
rious injuries.

Oban Police said a high-
tech mobile phone tracking
method, Cellsite Analysis,
was used in the rescue.The
system gives an approxi-
mate location of a mobile
phone and in this case
traced the father’s phone.

Lord Robertson joins ferry board

LORD George Robertson of Port Ellen is joining Western
Ferries as a non-executive director.

Although a native of Islay, Lord Robertson spent most of
his youth in Dunoon, from where Western Ferries runs a
vehicle passenger service to Gourock.

He is a former Secretary of State and Secretary General of
NATO.

Lord Robertson said: ‘I have been a user of ferries since
shortly after birth. I therefore feel passionate about the role
of ferries in the life of communities around Scotland’s coast.’

Western Ferries managing director Gordon Ross said: ‘We
are a community-based company so we are delighted that a
local person with the stature of George is coming on board
to offer his expertise and help the company achieve its am-
bitions.’

You can email your Lorn news to
lornlines@obantimes.co.uk

THE MUSIC was
unmistakably Scottish, but the
setting was half a world away.

Belting out traditional
favourites in a public park in
China was Oban accordionist
Donnie Files.

The event occurred during a
holiday visit to that country
which Donnie made with some
Chinese friends. Spending time
in a local park while on a short
stay in Nanning in the north of
China near Vietnam, Donnie
listened appreciatively to a
local Chinese band.

Discovering, through his
friends, that Donnie shared her
interest in the instrument, an
accordionist with the group
invited the visitor to play
something.

To the delight of the band
members, Donnie was happy
to oblige.

Donnie said: ‘They just love
our Scottish traditional music.’

Donnie went on to praise the
Chinese for their high
standards of musicianship.

‘They just love music and
play brilliantly,’ he said.

Donnie had earlier impressed
his listeners by playing his
bagpipes which he had taken
with him on the trip.

Paying a visit to the same
park on another occasion he
was astonished to see a large
group of Chinese involved in
Latin American dancing.

One of the highlights of his
visit was a short stay in Guilin,
north of Naning, a beautiful
mountainous area. He was
astonished to discover that
many Chinese didn’t know
where Scotland was.

� � �

VIEWED by members of
Oban Photographic Club, at
their meeting in the Regent
Hotel on Monday January
23, was last year’s print
portfolio of the Scottish
Photographic Federation, a
presentation which drew
considerable comment.

� � �

A TABLE-TOP sale, held by
Oban and Lorn Lions Club in
the Royal Hotel on Saturday
January 28, drew eager bargain
hunters, raising £372.

It is the third such sale to
have been held by the Lions in
the past few months.

Money raised will go to local
charities.

Members are already
focussing their attention on this
year’s Oban Charities Day, an
event organised for some time
by the Lions, which attracts a
wide range of stallholders who,
having booked space, vie their
trade from the venue in Station
Square.

Lion John Lloyd cautioned
those keen to participate that
any stall selling food would be
required to obtain a licence
from Argyll and Bute Legal
Services Department.

As overall organisers, the
Lions Club has successfully
applied for the necessary
Market Operators Licence
from the same department.

� � �

HAVING switched from
Monday to Wednesday,
fellowship mornings held in
the Gallery in the Church of
Scotland Centre,
Glencruitten Road, Oban,
from 10am until 12 noon
offer an ideal chance to meet
friends, old and new, and to
enjoy a relaxing chat over a
cup of tea or coffee.

Not surprisingly, they are
being well patronised.

� � �

MEETING in Lynn Court on
Thursday January 26, members

of Oban and District Scottish
Co-operative Women’s Guild
found themselves left with lots
to think about following an
interest-packed evening at a
‘Matter of Opinion’ organised
by the committee.

Answering a range of
questions, both serious and
amusing, were Ann Watt, John
MacLean and Roddy
MacCuish, who were
commendably forthright in
dealing with the wide range of
issues raised.

It was clear from the
exchanges that local
councillors have much to
consider.

Introduced by president
Maimie Nicolson, the panel
was thanked by Chrys
Kirkham, the group’s treasurer.

Everyone enjoyed the usual
interval tea and home baking.

� � �

RECONSTITUTED in
September 2005, with a view
to raising the profile of
piping in the area, Nether
Lorn Piping Society is
continuing to attract large
attendances to its monthly
recitals in the Argyllshire
Gathering Hall.

The next of these will take
place on Wednesday
February 15 at 7.30pm when
the guest piper will be Pipe
Major Roddy MacLeod,
MBE, Principal of the
National Piping Centre.

Until recently Pipe Major
of the Scottish Power Pipe
Band, he is recognised as one
of the world’s finest pipers
and a first-class evening is
assured.

Admission is £3 for adults
with children admitted free.

� � �

HELD in the village hall on
Friday January 27, the most
recent of Taynuilt’s winter
whist drives attracted the
biggest attendance yet with 10
tables in play under the
direction of cardmaster Lesley
Servant.

Especially encouraging for
the organisers was the fact that
at least eight of the participants
were children.

Winners, all Taynuilt unless
otherwise indicated, were:
gents - 1 Rick Sankey,
Dalavich; 2 Lesley Servant; 3
Christine Allen, playing as
gent; 4 Connie MacNeill;
consolation - Tom Dalgatty;
travelling prize - Eilidh
Livingstone. Ladies - 1
Marjorie MacGregor; 2 Brenda
MacLean; 3 Rosemary
MacLean; 4 Cathie Reid;
consolation - Shona Griffiths;
travelling prize - Betty Morse.

Promoted by a local team, the
event raised more than £130
which has been donated to
Taynuilt Bowling Club.

� � �

STAGED in the Corran Halls
on Saturday January 28, the
annual concert of Oban and
Mull School of Dance proved
a worthy showcase for the
excellent tuition offered by
this organisation.

The concert, which attracted
a packed attendance, involved
75 performers ranging in age
from three-year-olds to young
adults. They presented a range
of dances from ballet, tap,
traditional Highland, modern
and even Irish.

Compere was Duncan
Forgrieve.

The school’s principal is
former professional dancer
Sherryl Peter.

Similar concerts to be held
on Mull and Gigha will
feature the school’s pupils
from these islands.

Valentine’s day means

PIN-ing for numbers

LOVE is not the only thing that will be in the air on
Valentine’s day next Tuesday.

The air will be full of mutterings as people desperately
try to remember their PIN number for their credit cards
as they buy those last minute flowers and gifts for their
loved ones.

February 14 is the day when credit card holders cannot
expect to be able to sign for their card but instead be
expected to remember that crucial PIN number.

And if a straw poll of The Oban Times office is any-
thing to go by 50 per cent of  those with credit cards will
have some furious memorising to do between now and
Valentine’s day - and it won’t be that love poem either.

The idea of chip and PIN, as it is known, is to cut down
on the amount of credit card fraud by making it more
difficult for criminals to use stolen cards.

It is estimated that £36 million of fraud in the UK was
cut in the first half of 2005 with the use of chip and PIN
cards.

However, there is a fear that, because so many people
can’t remember their PIN numbers, fraud will not be pre-
vented.

A survey of 3,000 people found that one in three peo-
ple reveal their numbers to their partners, while one in
10 couples use the same PIN number.

Having one PIN number for all cards also increases the
chances of a thief gaining access to all accounts.

People also tend to write down their numbers in dia-
ries, store them in mobile phones, wallets or in a drawer.

www.obantimes.co.uk

Junior and Senior classes provide classically based training
for boys and girls. Children currently in Primary 5 & 6 or
Secondary 2, 3 & 4 can apply for the next session starting
in September.

Closing date for Junior Associates: Friday 21 April
Closing date for Senior Associates: Friday 5 May

For an application form call 0141 331 2931,
email anne.stephen@scottishballet.co.uk
or visit www.scottishballet.co.uk
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A82 campaign

could blockade

parliament

Top mountaineer joins Norwegian orchestra in mountain film festival

ONE OF the world’s top mountaineers will be in Fort
William this week as part of the town’s Mountain Film
Festival.

The festival, now in its fourth year, combines screenings
of the year’s best mountain films with special guests from
the mountaineering world and a full programme of
outdoor sports events and  workshops.

Catherine Destivelle is one of the best alpinists of her
generation.

She will give an illustrated lecture telling the story of
her solo winter ascents in the Alps, including the 3,790
metre north face of the Eiger, a mythical rock-face which

took her 17 hours to climb in 1992. One of the highlights
of the festival will be a 20-strong Norwegian orchestra
teaming up with 12 musicians from Lochaber Music
School to play the original score to a long-lost Norwegian
film Growth of the Soil.

The film is an adaption of a Nobel Prize-winning novel
Markens Grode by Knut Hamsun.

There will be performances on Sunday February 12 at
3pm in the Nevis Centre, Monday February 13 at the
Sunart Centre, Strontian, and Tuesday February 14 at
Sabhal Mor Ostaig on Skye.

The Ben Nevis Race, one of the oldest of its type in the

country, will also be celebrated, tracing the early days of
the Ben path, its first runners and the characters that have
taken part up to the present day, along with a film of last
year’s race.

This year will also see the first film competition with
entries from Lochaber shown alongside films from across
the world. Another first for the festival will be an ice-
climbing demonstration in the Nevis Centre car park on
Thursday February 16.

The Nevis Centre in Fort William will host the films
and exhibitions while the Ice Factor in Kinlochleven will
be hosting mostly workshops in mountaineering,

mountain biking, ski-ing, paddling and canoeing. During
the festival climbers will scale an ice-wall outside the
Nevis Centre, sourced from a local fish processing factory,
suspended from a crane. Lex Troedson praised the team
of volunteers which organises the festival and said that
next year’s festival, during Highland Year of Culture 2007,
will be the biggest yet.

He said: ‘We have some massive players for 2007. The
Scottish Film Commission wants to get involved. We’re
looking at a two-week festival leaning more towards the
cultural side of things, adding theatre, music and more
exhibitions.’

Aonach Mor

hill climber

dies in fall

A CLIMBER has died after
falling on the left Twin Peak
at Aonach Mor.

Police in Fort William
received a report of a man
falling at around 2.40pm on
Friday February 3 .

A mountain guide
working in the area went to
the scene along with a
rescue helicopter from
Lossie-mouth.

Details of the man were
not being released until
next-of-kin were informed.

His climbing companion
was airlifted to Belford
Hospital, Fort William,
where he was treated for
shock.

The police and parents of
a 33-year-old army major
who went missing in
Glencoe last week, are still
appealing to the hundreds
of climbers and hillwalkers
who will take to the
Lochaber hills this weekend
to be on the lookout for the
lost man.

Major Andrew Haigh was
last seen checking out of the
Glen Nevis Youth Hostel at
7.30am on Saturday
January 28.

Police said that Major
Haigh may have been
wearing a red jacket and
grey or black trousers.

Police in mini

moto warning

POLICE in Lochaber have
issued a warning on the use
of ‘mini motorcycles’ after
receiving concerned calls
from the public.

If used on a public road the
rider must be at least 16-
years-old and hold a
provisional licence.

Action on ‘worst report in 20 years’
HIGHLAND Council is to
take over management of
Lochaber High School after
a report found serious
concerns about senior
management of the school.

Lochaber area committee
education spokesman
Councillor Michael Foxley,
who has a child in primary
education in Lochaber, told
a meeting of the area
committee this week: ‘I

have been involved in
education matters for 20
years and this is the worst
report I have read. That
many S1 and S2 pupils do
not feel safe in the school
is the most alarming short
sentence I have read in all
my time on the council. It
is absolutely essential that
children, when at school,
feel safe and secure. This is
the biggest school in the

Highlands and there are
very serious concerns about
senior management. It is
very important that we as
the local education
committee have put in front
of us an investigation as to
why this report is as serious
as it is.’

Area education manager
Rosemary Bridge told the
meeting: ‘Essentially we
will be managing the school

in the short term. We will
be planning a very robust
monitoring programme of
everything that happens in
Lochaber High School.’

Councillor Drew
MacFarlane-Slack, said:
‘This report reflects
faithfully the experience of
many of us who have
children who attend the
high school. We have all
had experience over the

past few years of children
reporting problems and I
have had to raise some of
these myself with senior
managers.’

Councillors will be kept
up-to-date on the progress
of the action team, led by
Mrs Bridge. Her Majesty’s
Inspectorate of Education,
which compiled the report,
is to return to the school
next year.

MP Kennedy

returns

to the fray

CHARLES Kennedy has
made a return to politics in
Lochaber by backing the
area’s bid for European
Geopark status.

The Ross, Skye and
Lochaber MP spoke in
support of the bid at a
meeting with Claudia
Eckhardt, a representative
of the European Geopark
Network in Fort William
this week.

Mr Kennedy said: ‘I am
sure our important
European visitor will have
been impressed by the
quality and determination
of all involved.

‘European Geopark status
would be so positive for the
area as it would underscore
both the scientific
importance of the geology
involved as well as the
crucial economic potential
to be further realised.

‘It can all help add to our
Outdoor Capital standing
and I wish it continuing
success.’

Lack of cash

for Lochaber

archives

A LACK of money could
dash hopes of a dedicated
archive centre for Lochaber
which could bring jobs to
the area through the
growing interest in
genealogy.

Councillors at a meeting
of Lochaber Area
Committee were this week
urged by culture committee
chairman Michael Foxley
to back a cash plea to
Highland Council to find
£165,000 to fund the centre,
which would be based at
Lochaber College.

But, referring to the
council’s privatisation plans
for its care homes for the
elderly, councillor Thomas
MacLellan said: ‘I welcome
anything that helps
Lochaber College’s
financial stability but
people might perceive this
as old junk being put in a
new building and old folk
being put in a bargain-
basement home.’

Councillor Foxley
replied: ‘We are not putting
our elderly into bargain-
basement homes. That is
misinformation that needs
to be sorted out.’

 Auctioneer Ewan Campbell shows the money to Kay Jackson as his brother
Donald looks on.

A SURPRISE birthday party for a popular
west coast auctioneer has seen the coffers
of a Lochaber charity benefit.

Unknown to Ewan Campbell, his wife
Isabel and daughter Linda organised a bash
for him at Lochaber Rural Complex on
December 29.

Around 160 people from all over the
country turned up to celebrate Ewan’s 60th
birthday although Isabel said he had
worked out something was going on when

an avalanche of cards began arriving in the
post for him days before!

Isabel said it was a fantastic night and
Ewan shook more hands than the Prime
Minister after greeting everyone at the
door. Instead of presents, donations were
asked for and £705 was raised for Diabetes
UK Lochaber Voluntary Action.

Ewan is a diabetic himself and this week
he and his brother Donald handed over the
money to Kay Jackson of the charity.

Surprise birthday party

raises cash for diabetes

Marine scientist dies

in Mallaig harbour

THERE are no suspicious
circumstances surrounding
the death of a marine
scientist who drowned in
Mallaig Harbour at the
weekend.

Alison Fry, aged 43, a
marine scientist with the
Scottish Environment
Protection Agency (SEPA),
fell into the sea at the

harbour at around 1.30am
on Sunday morning. A male
colleague of Ms Fry
jumped into the water to try
to rescue her and they were
both retrieved from the
water by Mallaig lifeboat.

Paramedics attempted to
resuscitate Ms Fry in the
ambulance en route to Fort
William’s Belford Hospital

while her colleague was
treated for hypothermia.

Police carried out an
investigation on Sunday
and a report is being sent to
the Procurator Fiscal. SEPA
also carried out its own
inquiries. A Northern
Constabulary spokesman
said it appeared to be a
‘tragic accident’.

Duror Primary School pupils have to negotiate a ‘dangerous’ road crossing on the A828. f06dur01

Duror pupils face dangerous road crossing

Primary School and the main population of
Duror have to negotiate the A828 at the
Achindarroch junction. Why has this dangerous
road crossing not been included in the 40mph
limit? This order allows people of this
community, especially the children, to cross the
A828 and walk approximately 350 metres
southwest on an unlit pavement without speed
restrictions showing a total disregard for their

safety.’ Councillors on the Lochaber Area
Committee of Highland Council agreed this
week to back calls for an extension to the speed
limit through the village as they passed plans
for similiar speed limits on the Cuil Bay Road,
directly outside the school. The community
council is to ask the executive to extend the
speed limit  400 metres north to include the
Achindarroch junction.

THE CHAIRMAN of
Lochaber’s Transport
Forum has said that
blockading roads around
the Scottish Parliament in
Edinburgh is a possibility as
it aims to increase political
pressure on the Scottish
Executive to improve the
A82 road.

The forum is starting a
‘political campaign’ and is
calling a meeting to bring
the various smaller
campaigns for
improvement of the road
together.

At the transport forum
meeting on Friday February
3 in Fort William, Howard
Grindley from HITRANS,
the Highlands and Islands
transport partnership, said
that £150 million needed to
be spent on five main
sections of the A82 between
2010 and 2019 to bring it
up to a standard equal with
the A9.

Major work is needed to
widen the carriageway
between Tarbet and
Inverarnan. There is a
proposed bypass for
Crianlarich and improve-

ments needed at Rannoch
Moor, Glencoe, and on the
section from Ballachulish
Bridge to Fort William.

‘If that happens we reckon
something like £460
million of new business and
1,000 new jobs would be
created in north-west
Scotland,’ said Mr
Grindley. ‘We are
enthusiastic that we can
make a substantial case for
improvement to the A82.

Action
‘The Scottish Executive

has agreed to prepare a
route action plan which will
be available in March. We
don’t know what the report
will say but we are hopeful
there will be
recommendations for
susbstantial improvements.’

HITRANS hopes the
2007 review of national
transport projects, which
includes the £500m M74
extension, will include
improvements to the A82.

Mr Grindley added that he
hoped the A82 would be a
priority in the HITRANS
regional transport strategy
which will be completed by

the end of this year.
Lochaber Transport Forum
chairman councillor Brian
Murphy said: ‘We have an
excellent and undeniable
case in my view. Why
should we be subjected to a
19th century goat track
along Loch Lomond, it’s a
national disgrace. Every
government since the war
should be ashamed in
allowing the road to
continue in the state it is in.

‘I am quite prepared to
lead a campaign to
blockade roads around the
Scottish Parliament if it is
going to get the message
across. We have got to lead
that sort of campaign.

‘There will be people
putting all sorts of obstacles
in our way. One of the
turning points in the A830
campaign was when they
blockaded the road. If we
have to do something like
that the willingness is
there.’

A new website,
www.A82.org has been set
up by a pressure group
formed to focus attention
on the state of the road.

NEW SPEED limits to be introduced at Duror
do not include a dangerous road crossing used
by primary school children.

The Scottish Executive plans to introduce a
40mph speed limit on the A828 through the
village but local people say the plans do not go
far enough.

Community council chairman David Chrystal
said: ‘The majority of children going to Duror

Glencoe

Massacre

anniversary

THE COMMEMORATION
of the 314th anniversary of
the 1692 Massacre of
Glencoe will take place on
Monday February 13.

Those attending are asked
to assemble at the Bridge of
Coe to march at 11.50am to
the Massacre Monument for
the service at 12 noon.

Beforehand there is a
requiem at St Mary’s,
Glencoe at 10.45am, by the
kind permission of the rector.

Everyone is welcome to
both services and, as usual,
both will be conducted by the
Reverend Kenneth Wigston
of Glencoe.

Thursday 9 February, 2006
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FOUR of Scotland’s
MSPs have expressed
their continued support in
the bid to try and reinstate
the ferry link between
Campbeltown and Bally-
castle.

George Lyon, Jim
Mather, Jamie McGrigor
and Maureen McMillan
travelled to Campbeltown
on Monday in response to
a plea from the Kintyre
Initiative Working
Group’s (KIWG) chair-
man Councillor Donald
Kelly.

All four MSPs said they

MSPs renew backing for

Campbeltown to Ballycastle ferry

were extremely disap-
pointed that no companies
had tendered for the route.

Highlands and Islands
MSP Maureen McMillan
said she has written to
transport minister Tavish
Scott asking that the serv-
ice is not a ‘dead duck’.

‘For the future of Camp-
beltown and Kintyre we
have to keep this going,’
she said.

Argyll and Bute MSP
George Lyon agreed but
was concerned about get-
ting peoples’ hopes up.

He said: ‘I want to have

something robust that we
can push for.

‘I don’t want to raise
false expectations which
are then dashed once
again.’

Highlands and Islands
MSP Jim Mather de-
scribed the ferry as a ‘vi-
tal artery’ in Kintyre’s
economy.

‘I’m also very taken by
the suggestions coming
from professor Neil Kay
who suggested that the
Scottish Executive should
consider going the extra
mile and ordering up a

ship which would be suit-
able.’

Jamie McGrigor said he
was disappointed that
some of the companies
which showed an interest
did not receive more.

‘It’s a huge disappoint-
ment,’ he said. ‘I think it’s
a disaster that we’ve not
got a ferry service al-
ready.’

Speaking afterwards,
Councillor Kelly said:
‘I’m pleased that we have
had a positive response
from MSPs representing
all political parties.

‘However, it’s pointless
all [the MSPs] singing
from the same hymn sheet
only to go back to Edin-
burgh and do nothing.

‘Therefore it’s impera-
tive that they take a very
clear message from this
meeting to the executive
in that the members of the
group are insisting that no
stone is left unturned in
their efforts to reinstate
the ferry service.

‘We look forward to re-
ceiving positive updates in
the near future from all
our MSPs.’

Na h-ùruisgean clàrsach ensemble director Toni Russell is pictured with her pupils and other
performers who wowed the audience at the concert, It doesn’t have to be Scottish ,which raised

money for the charity SORT-IT (Scottish orthopaedic research trust into trauma). The concert was
held at the Corran Halls, Oban. t05ton02
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All Terrain Vehicles

KEIL

ENGINE

SERVICES

Elderberry, Benderloch, Oban

Telephone/Fax 01631 720380

�NEW MACHINES

ALWAYS IN STOCK

�N.F.U FINANCE AVAILABLE

�DELIVERY ARRANGED ANYWHERE

�SERVICING AND REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES OF QUAD

�LARGE SELECTION OF QUALITY USED MACHINES

Main agents for Logic and Port Agric

TRAILERS, SNACKERS, SPREADERS, MOWERS,

WEED WIPERS, SPRAYERS, etc

USED MACHINES AVAILABLE

Yamaha YFM 450 4x4/4x2, 2004 ........ £4300+VAT

Yamaha YFM 400 4x4/4x2, 2003 ........ £2800+VAT

Yamaha YFA-1 Breeze, 125 cc 4x2 .... £1200+VAT

Honda TRX 350, 2003, 4x4 ................. £2900+VAT

Honda TRX 300, 1996, 4x2 ................. £1450+VAT

KIDS

Apache 100 Silversport ................................. £1200

Predator 110 .................................................... £900

Suzuki LT50 ..................................................... £350

E-Ton Rascal, 40 cc ........................................ £700

and much more
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Drink driver

banned for

four years

A BALVICAR man has
been fined and disqualified
from driving for four years
after admitting a drink driv-
ing charge.

Fisherman John George
Williamson, aged 38, of 3
Balvicar, Isle of Seil, pled
guilty at Oban Sheriff Court
to driving with 51 micro-
grammes of alcohol in 100
millilitres of breath. The
legal limit is 35 micro-
grammes.

He was driving on the
B884 near old Clachan
Farm.

Procurator Fiscal Clifford
Most said: ‘A damaged ve-
hicle was found near the
farm in the early hours of
the morning. It was re-
ported to police and there
was no trace of the driver.
The driver was eventually
traced as being the ac-
cused.’

Defence agent David
MacNeill told the court that
Mr Williamson was living
in Easdale and he and his
girlfriend had an argument
so Mr Williamson was driv-
ing to stay with friends in
Oban.

The court heard this was
Williamson’s second drink-
driving offence. Sheriff
Small fined him £500 and
imposed a four-year driving
ban.

Man slaps

partner

AN ARDFERN man who
slapped his partner has been
put on a deferred setence to
prove he can be of good
behaviour.

Alexander Philp, aged 45,
The Creel, Ardfern, admit-
ted slapping his partner in
his home on January 31 fol-
lowing an argument.

Defence agent Duncan
Durbin said his client acted
completely out of character
and regretted the incident.

Sheriff Douglas Small
deferred sentence for six
months until July 25.

There,

there

THE CHILD that has banged their knee, head or elbow
will routinely have the insulted part ‘rubbed better’ by a
caring adult. Having experienced the miraculous result
of such a simple treatment, they rush back to playing,
ready to inflict the next injury.

I suspect this timeless ritual predates history. The manual
application of pressure or rubbing for the relief of suffering
is without doubt the most ancient of ways in which one
human being treats another. We now call this method ‘mas-
sage’ and not only are its roots ancient, it also exists as a
tradition in most, if not all, of the cultures in the world.

Today we can still sample the developments of many
of these traditions, while many of the European tradi-
tions have been crystallised into ‘Swedish’ massage.
There are also massage styles from more distant cultures
such as Japan, China, India and Hawaii. With such a long
history and such widespread practice it is difficult to im-
agine the total number of people who have benefited from
the attention of another’s hands.

Massage techniques are classified in a variety of ways,
depending on the cultural background of the one doing
the classifying. In simple terms though, methods can be
broadly divided into those using steady pressure, light or
deeper rubbing strokes and percussive tapping.

In European styles, massage often begins with light
strokes known as ‘effleurage’ that begin the process of
relaxing tense muscles, while also encouraging the move-
ment of tissue fluids. The process is then deepened in the
tightest areas with deeper strokes known as ‘petrissage’.
Because these techniques involve rubbing over the skin, oils
are generally used as a lubricant to prevent any discomfort.

Steady pressure can be used to encourage stubborn knotty
areas to relax and this approach is used extensively in some
styles to treat  ‘trigger points’ or, in the oriental methods
such as Shiatsu, to treat acupuncture points. ‘Percussion’,
as the name suggests, employs the use of light but rapid,
rhythmic tapping strokes that invigorate and stimulate in-
creased circulation to the area being treated.

With all the whiz-bang developments in modern medi-
cine you might think that all these ancient physical ap-
proaches to health care would be no more than an inter-
esting history lesson, but modern scientific research has
done much to prove the benefits of massage. Sufferers
from a wide range of medical complaints, including high
blood pressure, multiple sclerosis, chronic fatigue and
many  ‘stress related’ conditions, have shown benefit from
massage.

It is worth remembering though that massage is prob-
ably the original ‘wellness’ treatment, in other words you
don’t need to be ill to benefit from treatment. You might
be well, but happy to enjoy being even more well.

While the basic methods of massage are hardly rocket sci-
ence, clearly some people are far better at it than others. In
the same way there is little one can say about the act of
pressing down wooden keys with your fingers but there is a
world of difference between the performance of a concert
pianist and my one-fingered version of ‘Happy Birthday.’
Andrew Pallas ND DO MRN
Osteopath & Naturopath
Oban Complementary Health Centre  Tel: 01631 567054

Skye councillor takes BP

to task over Portree Pier

Skye and Lochalsh
Councillor Drew Millar

Executive fails to support

council tax claims Mather

THIS week will see coun-
cils around Scotland setting
their council tax for 2006-
2007 and deciding by how
much they will increase.

One Highlands and Is-
lands MSP has expressed
concern at the amount of
pressure local authorities
are under to keep the rises
to 2.5 per cent, in line with
the wishes of the Scottish
Executive.

‘Although local authori-
ties have identified effi-
ciency savings with their
procedures these do not be-
gin to meet the shortfall,’
said SNP MSP Jim Mather.

‘Argyll and Bute is talk-
ing about of an increase of
around five per cent accord-

ing to council leader Allan
Macaskill and the most re-
cent figure from the High-
land Council  suggests its
level will be 5.5 per cent.
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar
is also working towards a
five per cent increase.’

He said the executive was
to blame for much of the
increase because it imposed
new obligations on councils
without funding them ad-
equately and, in the case of
Argyll and Bute, its grant
funding did not fully recog-
nise the costs of administer-
ing to an authority that had
such geographical diversity.

‘A further factor that af-
fects the level is the legal
requirement for councils to

implement equal pay legis-
lation and that must be met,’
he added.

The Convention of Scot-
tish Local Authorities
(COSLA)  says Scotland
has not been given the same
financial protection as Eng-
land and Wales to keep
council tax lower.

President Pat Watters
said: ‘Late last year the
Chancellor announced he
had made provision for ad-
ditional money, in the order
of £305 million in 2006-
2007 and £508 million in
2007-2008, for English and
Welsh local authorities to
keep council tax increases
below five per cent.

 ‘We have no such protec-

tion north of the border,’ he
said.

He said the extra money
had been found by reallo-
cating central budgets and
that COSLA had written to
the executive asking it to
undertake a similar exercise
across executive depart-
ments and quangos.

Mr Mather said the execu-
tive seemed to be keeping
back considerable sums in
reserve for ‘so far unex-
plained contingencies’.

‘We must ensure that in
the budget process essential
services for our most vul-
nerable people are not put
at risk to placate Jack
McConnell,’ said Mr
Mather.

Lochaber area convener Olwyn Macdonald switches
off in a bid to save energy for Highland Council.

Highland switches off

WITH Highland Council
facing an energy bill of
more than £6.5 million next
year, it is now urging its
staff to ‘switch it off’.

Between 2003 and 2005
the council’s energy bill rose
by 20 per cent to £5.2m.  The
council’s sustainable select
committee warned that ac-
tion was needed to cut energy
bills and this week a cam-
paign was launched.

Council convener Alison
Magee said: ‘As well as
raising awareness to the
amount of energy that is
wasted in our offices each

day, our campaign asks staff
to look at ways in which they
can do their bit to save en-
ergy, such as shutting win-
dows, turning off electrical
equipment and switching off
lights when not needed.’

Ken Bamborough council
energy and sustainability
manager said: ‘Leaving just
one computer, monitor and
printer switched on overnight
and at weekends wastes £150
of our resources.  If all our
photocopiers are switched
off overnight and at week-
ends the council can avoid
spending £18,000 per year.’

A MULTI-national com-
pany is being accused of
being reluctant to help to
pay for improvements to
Portree pier despite making
massive profits.

The pier needs to be up-
graded to allow for BP’s
fuel delivery vessel MV
Border Heather and among
options being considered is
an extension to it and a
mooring similar to a dol-
phin system which would
allow the 3,600-tonne ship
to berth off the pier.

But BP says it does not see
a need to extend the pier
which it believes would be
a unnecessary extra cost, to
solve the problem.

The present pier is consid-
ered unsuitable for the ves-
sel after concern about its
safety was expressed by
Highland Council and by BP.

However, Skyle and
Lochalsh councillor Drew
Millar, says the pier is all
right for other traffic and
helping to upgrade it would
‘hardly affect BP’s profits’.

The new boat replaces the
1,200-tonne MV Border
Springer, which was with-
drawn in 2004 by the com-
pany because of the fears
over the pier.

Since than all fuel oil to
Skye has been brought in
by road, which in itself
causes another problem,
says Councillor Millar.

‘They have us over a bar-
rel,’ he said.

‘Hauling fuel by road is
causing horrendous damage
to the trunk roads and right

down to the harbour - two
big tankers a day which
supply the garages on Skye
and provide vital heating
fuel for private homes.

‘It is a disgrace, to be hon-
est.

‘The pier is perfectly all
right for other traffic. It
would hardly affect their
profits.

‘An extension would en-
able more than one boat to
berth there, which would
help fishing boats and other
vessels.’

At a meeting of Skye and
Lochalsh Area Committee
last week various options for
the pier were discussed to try
to find the best solution to be
able to accommodate the MV
Border Heather.

Resource implications
may decide the final solu-
tion, with money being
forthcoming from outside
agencies or one option but
not for another.

This week a BP spokes-
man said : ‘According to all
of our studies the extension

of the pier would be both
costly and unnecessary.’

‘Safety is always our ut-
most priority.’

Three options were dis-
cussed by the area commit-
tee, based on a report by the
council’s Head of Transport
and Infrastructure, Sam
MacNaughton: a stern
mooring system, which
would be short term; a dol-
phin system whereby the
vessel would moor at a
buoy and have a walkway
to the pier; and an extension
to the current pier.

However BP says a stern
mooring would still be
needed even if a dolphin or
similar arrangement was in
place. No other boats would
be allowed to berth at the
pier while fuel was being
delivered from the MV Bor-
der Heather.

Sheila Williams, also for
BP, said the company and
the council jointly commis-
sioned a study which
helped ascertain the condi-

tion of the pier, to move this
issue forward. BP’s under-
standing was that the con-
sultants were working on a
solution which would have
allowed the boat to berth
without substantive jetty
modifications in the next
couple of months.

She added: ‘We have not
as yet had a chance to meet
the consultants and the
council to follow up as to
whether this is still possi-
ble or not, but we will be
meeting with council offi-
cials in the near future.

‘No one has contacted BP
regarding any request to
provide funding for a pier
upgrade. In fact, council of-
ficials have said that they
recognise BP’s position
that, like any other user, we
pay a fee for using the port.

‘It’s up to the harbour/jetty
owner to provide suitable fa-
cilities and that any specific
BP funding for part of the
pier may complicate matters
with other pier users.’

Man warned after deferred sentence

AN OBAN man has been admonished for being found in
the grounds of the Youth Hostel on Oban’s Corran Es-
planade without lawful authority to be there.

John MacKay, aged 32, 18 Nelson Road,  had pled guilty
previously to being seen in circumstances that could in-
fer that he intended to commit a theft on June 21 2004.

He had been drinking at the time but was seen peering
into car windows and acting suspiciously. The court heard
on Monday that he had been of good behaviour since his
sentence was deferred and he was admonished.
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Who’s going to pay

to paint Inveraray?
INVERARAY needs to be
painted, no one would
disagree, but the big
question is how does the
historic conservation town
get a coat of paint?

It would be too easy to say
you start at one end with a
can of paint, a brush and a
ladder and keep going until
you reach the other.

Before painters can even
put on their overalls one big
question has to be answered
- who is going to pay for it?

Once that’s sorted out the
rest is a doddle.

The beautiful town, the
first planned town in
Scotland, a Royal burgh,
the gateway to North Argyll
and Kintyre should sit
gleaming on the edge of
Loch Fyne as one of the
jewels of Scotland.

Instead it’s looking
decidedly shabby.

‘I’ve never see the town
look so bad,’ said Donald
Clark of The George Hotel.

‘This is a prime tourist
destination.’

Neil Ellis, another
Inveraray resident agreed,
as did Mairi Semple; both
Neil and Mairi were also
appalled by the shocking
state of the roads into, out
of and around the town.

Spring
Neil had the cost of

replacing a spring in his car
only days after buying it.

‘The whole fabric of the
town is a disgrace,’ he said.

Traditionally the town’s
two main landlords, the
council and Argyll Estates,
painted the town but now
neither of them have major
holdings in the town; most
previously council-owned
properties are now in
private ownership under the
right to buy scheme.

Argyll Community
Housing Association will
be taking over the few
properties still in the hands
of Argyll and Bute Council
and it is making promising
noises but that still leaves a
lot of buildings in multiple
ownership where everyone
has to agree to get the job
done. It’s a problem that has
been taxing ward councillor

Alison Hay.
She knows that a number

of people have said they
can’t afford to pay and
don’t want to know.

‘I quite agree the town
really looks bedraggled. I
have been trying for a
couple of years, racking my
brains to come up with a
solution to get everyone on
board.’

‘Very few homes are
council-owned in the
conservation town.’

Councillor Hay admitted
that it was a legal nightmare
and she is currently talking
to the council’s legal
department and Historic
Scotland; she has even gone
as far as trying to get paint
companies to sponsor the
work. When someone at
Historic Scotland said there
were ‘grey areas’ they
weren’t just talking about
the colour of the town these
days.

A spokeswoman for
Historic Scotland said it
had the power to serve
notices on householders but
these were mainly used for
times when buildings were
in a dangerous state of
repair.

But having said that there
is a recent example where
Angus Council served a
notice on someone in the
main street in Kerrimuir to
smarten up their property
because it sits in the middle
of a conservation area.

Historic Scotland also has
£12.9 million a year to give
in grants ‘but that’s always
over subscribed’, the
spokeswoman said.

But if you don’t ask, you
don’t get and it can often be
easier to apply for grants as
an organisation or a
charitable body, so would
the way forward for
Inveraray be a town-wide
organisation to fund raise
and co-ordinate the work?

‘The great arch is council-
owned and I have been
promised it will be done
this year and I hope that
will kick start things,’ said
Councillor Hay. ‘We do
need to draw up a main-
tenance regime.’

Reformed

pipe band

tunes up

for spring

PIPING in Inveraray is
going from strength to
strength with a great spring
ahead for Inveraray Pipe
Band, which reformed last
year.

After some serious fund
raising the band will be able
to show off its new
uniform; the kilts are
currently being made in
Ancient MacCallum in
honour of Pipe Major
Ronnie MacCallum of the
Argylls and the Duke of
Argyll’s piper, grandfather
of Stuart Liddell, the
driving force behind
teaching the new band.

Stuart, a world-class piper
himself, has drawn on his
contacts to bring together
some of the finest teachers
around to help the young
band. He is helped by
Robert Stewart and Dougie
Campbell on the pipes and
two friends Gary Smyth
and Steven McWhirter are
coming from Northern
Ireland to give drumming
tutorials; Steven was sixth
in the world drumming
competition.

The band now has a dozen
pipers and nine drummers,
not counting all the wee
ones who are currently
learning with chanter and
sticks and pads.

On February 25 the band
will lead the teams onto the
pitch at the Winterton after
the official opening of
Inveraray Shinty Club’s
new accommodation.

Then the band  goes down
to Campbeltown to play at
Kintyre Piping Society with
some solos by Stuart.

Kintyre Piping Society  will
return the favour and play a
recital with Inveraray at the
Argyll Hotel in Inveraray.

This summer the band
will compete in the
Scottish, Worlds, European
and Cowal Games
championships plus a
number of Highland games
including Inveraray.

Along with the pipe band
Inveraray also re-launched
its junior piping
competition, which had lain
dormant for 15 years and
that will be held on April 1;
there are already 100 young
pipers ready to take part.

YOUNGSTERS from all over the land will be getting
more out of their trips to the Glasgow Science Centre
thanks to a teacher from Inveraray.

Keeley Norris, right, who teaches primary six and seven
pupils at Inveraray, has been on a six-week-long
secondment to the centre.

She is also responsible for the science teaching at
Inveraray primary.

Tours for schools at the centre are all linked to the
Scottish curriculum and during her secondment Keeley
has been helping to create tours for school children.

The whole town of Inveraray needs a facelift.

Some of the enterprising youngsters who have been selling bulbs. Georgia MacKillop, Rosie Corner,
Cameron Hendry, Jock Wilson, Alish MacLaren and Lynsey Fyfe. t05blb01

This helps on two fronts, it teaches the children about
enterprise and business and raises plenty of cash to help
with the garden project at the school. So far £550 has
been collected and the results of these sales will be seen
blooming in gardens around the town for years to come.

INVERARAY Primary School is to have a big piece of
art for its grounds, partly paid for by the pupils’ own
enterprising activities.

Primary four and five pupils have been selling flowering
bulbs to parents, teachers and friends.

Science fun

School bulb project blooms into profit

INVERARAY and District
Accordion and Fiddle Club
met in the Swallow Argyll
Hotel on January 11 for the
first session of the New
Year, to yet another full
house.

Chairman Niall Iain
MacLean was back in
‘Fyne’ form, having made
a good recovery from his
recent knee operation, and
gave a warm welcome to
everyone.

Supporting players were
Fyne Folk, with Janette
Gibson on accordion, Sally
Hall, Duncan Crawford and
Alex John MacLeod on
fiddle and Agnes Liddell on
keyboard; Allan McIntosh,
Colin Forgrieve and
Duncan MacAllister on
accordion; Jake MacKay on
fiddle and mouth organ and
Sandy MacDonald on
drums. All their
contributions were
thoroughly enjoyed - from
soloists to a five piece band
- and the audience showed
their appreciation
accordingly.

Guest artistes were the
popular Campbeltown duo,
Alex and Archie
MacAllister, and what a
superb performance they
put on - Archie on fiddle
and Alex on accordion with
Alex moving over to

keyboard from time to time.
After an enjoyable tea and
the raffle, the audience was
ready for plenty more of the
same - and that’s exactly
what they got!

Starting off the second
half was a family affair,
father Duncan MacAllister
taking to the stage on button
box, with Alex on second
box, Archie on keyboard
and grandson, Arran, aged
seven, on drums.

The youngster stole the
show, changing sticks,
tempo and facial
expressions to suit the
music and he had the
audience captivated and
received rapturous applause
- certainly a name to look
out for in the future.

All too soon it was time
for a vote of thanks to all
the players for a great start
to the New Year and Archie
and Alex were joined by the
‘locals’ for a grand
stramash - which they were
loathe to bring to an end.

As was pointed out, the
club’s guest artistes this
month and for the
remainder of the season, are
all from Argyll - and not a
BBC scout in sight for their
next Hogmanay show!

What a grand show could
be produced from around
these parts.

Inveraray Accordion and

Fiddle Club back in action

Any feathered friends landing on the bird table at
Inveraray Primary School have been getting the

feeling that they’re being watched. Primary three
pupils have been carrying out a topic on birds and
bird watching with the help of the Royal Society
for the Protection of Birds. As part of the topic
they have built a hide in the school grounds so

they can watch the school bird table more closely.
Not to be outdone, pupils in primary one and two
classes have been building dens as part of their

technology topic.

Watch the birdie!

The ‘big

bang’ comes

to schools

CHILDREN in Argyll and
the islands will be tuning up
their voices in the coming
months as Scottish Opera’s
education department hits
the road with a primary
schools’ tour.

The Big Bang Show! will
travel as far as the Western
Isles and Inner Hebrides
with an opera especially
commissioned for children
to learn through a series of
workshops and then per-
form.

The Big Bang Show!,
composed by Marion
Christie, with lyrics by
Ross Stenhouse, explores
everything from conven-
tional to nuclear energy and
where it comes from, how
it is created and used.

Among the first primary
schools in the area that the
tour will be going to are a
joint day between Dunbeg
and Achaleven, Connel on
February 28 and Lochnell
in Benderloch and Park pri-
mary in Oban on March 1.

Around 100 pupils from
primary five to seven will
take part in the workshop
which culminates in a full
dress, fully-staged, 30-
minute opera.

Jane Davidson, head of
education for Scottish Op-
era, said an energetic and
gifted team, made up of
music and drama animateurs
would be working with the
schools, which are given
teachers’ support packs be-
fore the main rehearsal and
performance day.

‘The Big Bang Show!
promises to be informative
and exciting while dealing
with the very relevant issues
of energy production and
consumption,’ added Jane.

Council

housing

services go

online

ARGYLL and Bute’s 226
housing support services
are now all only a mouse
click away thanks to a new
website.

www.thehousekey.org has
been set up by The Scottish
Executive’s Communities
department to allow elderly
people, mental health pa-
tients, or people with physi-
cal or learning disabilities
to access housing services.

These services can range
from housing repairs and ad-
aptations to training in using
household appliances.

The website will be main-
tained and updated by the
Elderly Accommodation
Counsel for Scottish Ex-
ecutive.

Communities Minister
Malcolm Chisholm said:
‘We know that many peo-
ple want to live independ-
ently in their own home for
as long as possible.

‘We also know that some
people don’t know how to
get proper, up-to-date infor-
mation to reach the support
they need.’

Later this year a helpline
for similar information will
also be set up.

Stay Put out of funds at the end of March

IF you have old jewellery,
baubles, beads, medals or
small objets d’art lying
around which you don’t
wear, want or need, the
Royal National Lifeboat
Institution would like them.

This doesn’t mean that
lifeboat crews will be more
decorative in future but that
the RNLI can turn them into
valuable cash to help fund
the national rescue organi-
sation, which relies entirely
on fund-raising and dona-
tions.

The Jewellery Appeal has
been running since 1986
and has raised more than
£550,000 as a result, rais-

RNLI jewellery appeal

ing £28,000 last year alone
- the same price as a D class
inshore lifeboat.

Appeal organiser Roy
Norgrove said: ‘In 2005,
among the items sent in
were two diamond and sap-
phire Georgian rings worth
£400 each and a group of
medals relating to the First
World War and long serv-
ice which sold for £400.’

Good quality items of
jewellery - brooches, brace-
lets, rings, chains and
watches - are sought and
should be sent to Roy
Norgrove, Appeal Organiser,
RNLI, West Quay Road,
Poole, Dorset BH15 1HZ.

NEWSDESK

01631 568000
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A WEEK of organised walks is to take
place on Islay in April which it is hoped
will attract locals and visitors to explore
parts of the island.

This follows on from a similar success-
ful venture last year, organised by Islay
and Jura Tourism and Marketing Group
and Islay Community Access Group.

There will be a leader on each walk, with
the first one starting on Saturday April 15
called ‘A circular walk in Islay’s Great
Glen’.

The walks will vary in grade from easy
to strenuous and in time from between a
couple of hours to six and a half hours,
with a small charge for each one.

Islay opens up to walkers

On Monday April 17, the walk will take
place on Jura, along the east coast, while
on Tuesday the route will take in the caves
at Bolsa and lighthouse at Rhuvaal.

Wednesday will see some walkers head-
ing on the ferry to Colonsay, while Thurs-
day involves a visit to the Royal Society
for the Protection of Birds reserve at Loch
Gruinart.

Friday April 22 is the last day, with two
walks planned for the morning and evening.

Various land managers have given their
permission for access during these walks
but unfortunately no dogs are allowed.

For more information phone Ian Brooke
on 01496 850382.

www.obantimes.co.uk

LISMORE Community
Council is urging islanders
- and anyone else with an
interest - to fight to save the
Stay Put project which is
under threat because of a
lack of funding.

The project works to keep
the elderly on the island
active, interested and able
to play a full part in island
life.

But the Scottish Execu-

Stay Put project worker Janette Stewart with clients Marjorie MacDonald and Kathy Kelly.

tive’s Better Neighbour-
hood Services Fund
(BNSF) dries up at the end
of March and there is con-
cern that the project will
cease.

The BNSF gave Argyll
and Bute Council a three-
year allocation of £2.7 mil-
lion until October 2005 but
a further £0.9 million was
made available for a fourth
year, which is when the

Lismore Stay Put project
was added.

The idea was to help peo-
ple to live on the island as
independently as possible
by providing a range of sup-
port and services.

The same project has also
been running on Coll,
Colonsay, Gigha, Iona, Is-
lay, Jura, Mull and Tiree.

On Lismore the minibus
has allowed people to get to

a lunch club, hospital ap-
pointments, trips out and
the project has given respite
to carers as well as jobs to
Janette Stewart and Peter
Walker.

The community council
is urging as many people
as possible to get in touch
with their MSPs and coun-
cillors to prevent the valu-
able project from being
axed.

Love Scotland . . . Love Scottish Field

FEBRUARY ISSUE

ON SALE NOW

NEW LOOK!    NEW FEATURES!

NEW SECTIONS!
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Woman who

assaulted

nurse avoids

prison

A 21-year-old woman has
avoided a prison sentence
after admitting assaulting a
nurse at Oban’s Lorn and
Islands District General
Hospital.

Jenna Craik, Flat 2,1 903
Govan Road, Govan, Glas-
gow, pled guilty to assault
and two breach of the peace
charges at Argyll Street,
Tweedale Street and at the
hospital, all on January 9
this year.

Procurator Fiscal Clifford
Most told Oban Sheriff
Court the assault occurred
when Craik was taken to the
hospital for medical atten-
tion and she kicked the
nurse on the leg.

Sentence had been deferred
for background reports.

Defence agent Eugene
Boyle said Craik, who lives
in Glasgow during the week
and spends her weekends in
Oban, had joined the City
of Glasgow Swimming
Team and was hoping to do
a Prince’s Trust course.

Sheriff Douglas Small
said: ‘The reports say she
seems to have made
progress since she last ap-
peared before the court.

‘What concerns me is she
is appearing on an assault
to a member of staff at a
hospital and normally I
would apply a custodial
sentence.

‘There are two things that
concern me; the nature of
the assault and, secondly,
there is a reference in the
report that she continues to
associate with people that
are not a good influence on
her when she comes to
Oban.’

From the dock, Craik told
Sheriff Small she had learnt
her lesson.

Sheriff Small put her on a
year’s probation for the
breach of the peace charges
and was given 150 hours’
community service for the
assault charge.

OBAN’S MacDougall Col-
lection held an open
evening  last week to try to
encourage businesses and
individuals to sponsor an
item from the extensive col-
lection built up by the late
Hope MacDougall.

Seventeen items had new
sponsors by the end of the
evening, six of those were
taken on by one sponsor on
behalf of their grandchil-
dren.

The collection’s trust is in
the process of putting to-
gether funding to turn a

Catherine Gillies of the MacDougall Trust with the head of the Clan MacDougall, Morag MacDougall-Morley and Richard
Morley at the open evening. t06mac05

MacDougall Collection on sponsor trail

wing of Dunollie House,
with the blessing of the
Chief of the Clan
MacDougall, Madam
MacDougall of
MacDougall, into a mu-
seum.

To help raise funds to dis-
play the collection of social
artefacts from the High-
lands and islands, busi-
nesses in Oban and Lorn, as
well as individuals, have
been asked to sponsor an
item from the collection.

Often there are items that
can be matched to a rel-

evant business. For in-
stance, there is a printing
stone which belonged at
one time to Hugh
MacDonald Printers at the
North Pier, which was used
to produce a booklet on
Staffa and Iona, which is in
the collection.

Clunie Group Limited in
Oban has decided to spon-
sor the stone because it has
links, through the expan-
sion of the business, with
Hugh MacDonald Printers.

The open evening at the
Argyllshire Gathering halls

showed a variety of the
items that are in the collec-
tion, including the famous
knitted Shetland wedding
dress which has featured on
the BBC’s Antiques Road
Show, as well as folders
with photographs and a
video of the collection.

Among the items on show
were a hip bath, a collection
of kettles and copper pots,
washing and kitchen imple-
ments, some beautiful
beaded bags, including a
miser’s purse and tortoise-
shell combs.

More than £600 was raised
through the evening with
everything being sponsored
from a Ford number Bakelite
telephone, MacDonald’s
fishmonger basket, parasol,
pressure cooker, silver tea
caddy spoons and flat irons
to a spinning wheel, by
Matheson’s Furniture and a
knife cleaner, by Stevenson
Kennedy.

A number of other people
and businesses have also
pledged to sponsor items
after viewing the catalogue
of the collections.

Oban

tourist

centre

still top
OBAN is still the number
one tourist information cen-
tre (TIC) in Scotland, ac-
cording to the area manager
for visitscotland.

Speaking to a meeting of
Oban Lorn Tourism Asso-
ciation (OLTA), James
Fraser told members that in
terms of ‘footfall’ inquiries,
Oban TIC was ahead of
Edinburgh with more than
800,000 inquiries.

One of the reasons it beats
Edinburgh is because tel-
ephone calls to the capital’s
TIC automatically transfer
to visitscotland.com.

He said more than
£100,000 had been invested
in the last year in the Oban TIC,
up-dating the exhibition which
had proved to be popular with
visitors orientating themselves
in the area.

‘Oban is the leading
coastal destination in Scot-
land and we want to keep it

Nether Lorn Piping Society president Alistair Dewar receives a cheque for
£1,000 from fiddle and accordion club chairman Michael Garvin. t06chq01

Oban Fiddle and Accordion Club

boosts pipers and Cash for Kids

there but it requires a lot of
joint effort and some of the
activities currently going on
will help,’ he said.

Argyll and Bute Council’s
Oban Action Plan, currently
with consultants, on the de-
velopment of Oban, espe-
cially the harbour and a new
road into town, was one
such activity.

‘We are hoping that this
will be the study to end all
studies,’ said Mr Fraser,
‘and will lead to further ac-
tion.’

He said these issues were
essential to the develop-
ment of tourism in Oban
and the surrounding area,
and tourism was essential to
the economic growth of the
town.

On a wider basis, he said,
visitscotland was going to
be spending £2 million in
the next few months
strengthening Scotland’s

position strategically in the
key European and long haul
markets.

He said they were taking
advantage of the opening
up of new direct flight
routes, for instance from
Sweden and Poland, sell-
ing Scotland as a desirable
destination.

Mr Fraser also spoke
about the accommodation
grading system, saying
there were moves to have
one Quality Assurance sys-
tem, amalgamating the AA,
RAC, English and Scottish
tourist boards so that the
same classification would
be used all over the coun-
try, reducing confusion for
tourists.

He said that 99 per cent of
the new system was based
on the Scottish scheme. ‘It
will mean one inspection
across all the agencies,’ he
added.

Right: No, he’d not
turned up to repair the

lights. . .the Argyllshire
Gathering Hall played
host to a ladies’ night

with a difference.
More than 130 women
cheered on the Flash

Dancers, including the
gentleman seen here

with Karina Silcock of
the Argyllshire

Gathering. He performs
under the name of Rebel.
The three male strippers
were a great success and

more return visits are
being planned. Luckiest
escape of the evening
award has to go to the

two young  Scandinavian
backpackers who

unwittingly walked in
thinking it was a bar; the

boys  fled when the
doorman pointed to the
posters and explained

what the evening
entailed. t05arg01

Flashdancers come

to the Argyllshire

Oban Fiddle and Accordion chairman Michael
Garvin, hands over a cheque for £500 to Oban
FM’s Allan Campbell  as some of the club’s

committee members look on. t06kid01

OBAN Fiddle and Accor-
dion Club has presented
two cheques totalling
£1,500 to two charities.

The club chose Nether
Lorn Piping Society and
Oban FM Cash for Kids as
two worthy causes and pre-
sented the cheques in front
of a 150-strong audience at
its February club night last
Thursday.

Club chairman Michael
Garvin presented a cheque
for £1,000 to the Nether
Lorn Piping Society.

The society is encourag-
ing potential young pipers
to take up the instrument
and is looking to start up a
youth pipe band.

Piping society president
Alistair Dewar accepted the
cheque from the fiddle and
accordion club and said the
money would go towards
buying drums.

Oban FM Cash for Kids
chairman Neil MacKay and
treasurer Allan Campbell
picked up a cheque for £500
from the accordion and fid-
dle club.

The Cash for Kids

Guests
Chairman Michael Garvin

introduced the guest artistes
Dochie McCallum and
Friends, Dochie from

fundraiser will culminate in
an all-day radio auction fol-
lowed by a dinner dance on
Friday, March 10 at which
former Liberal democrat
leader Charles Kennedy
will be the guest speaker.

In 2004 Cash for Kids
raised £63,700 which was
given to schools and chil-
dren’s charities in the area.

Roddie MacLeod of Oban
Fiddle and Accordion Club
said: ‘The money was
raised through the big

crowds we have been get-
ting at our club nights.

‘We donated money to the
Nether Lorn Society because
of the obvious music connec-
tion and we knew they
needed money for drums.

‘The piping society and
Cash for Kids are both re-
ally good causes.’

Drymen, on button key ac-
cordion; Ricki Franci,
Largs, second box; Ian
Adamson, Cupar, drums; and
Neil  MacMillan, Roward-
ennan, on keyboard.

Local players on accor-
dion were: Michael Garvin,
Robert Robertson, Craig
MacFadyen and Hector
MacFadyen, all from Oban.

Also playing were: Scott
Sinclair,  Sileas Sinclair,
Ross MacPherson , all from
Connel and Willie Buchanan,

North Connel. On drums
were Archie Cameron and
David Cameron, both Oban
and on fiddle Don
McAllister, North Connel)
and Joanie McLachlan,
Oban.

There is a change of date
to the Oban Fiddle and Ac-
cordion Club’s night next
month when the venue will
remain the same but the date
changes to Friday, March 3
when the guest artistes will
be Deoch ’n’ Dorus.

Funding

roadshow

A ROADSHOW to help
groups in the Oban area gain
funding will be rolling into
town on March 4.

Meet the Funders brings to-
gether funding organisations
such as The Big Lottery Fund,
Scottish Natural Heritage, Ru-
ral Community Transport As-
sociation, Communities Scot-
land, Argyll and Bute Council
and other enterprise agencies.

The day will also include
The Big Lottery Fund Scot-
tish manifesto launch which
details the group’s funding
programmes for the next
three years and includes a
programme for Community
Assets.

NEWSDESK

01631

568000

find us at

FREEPHONE OBAN
08000 835640

Abbey Roofing
Complete Re-roof • Roof Repairs • Insurance Work
Grant Work • uPVC Roofliners • Slating & Tiling

Supply & Fit • Fascias • Soffits • Cladding • Guttering

STORM DAMAGE SPECIALISTS
All work honestly explained before commencing

Call for a
FREE QUOTATION

and advice
Covering West Highlands and Islands

Jack & Jill Play Group

Glencruitten Church Centre, Oban

PRE-SCHOOL
REGISTRATION WEEK

Places available at both play group and mother

and toddler group

Tel Wilma on 07910212358

1
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WHAT'S ON GUIDE

CONTACT - 01631 568000

’

Saturday 11th February
St Valentine's Dance, Corran Halls, Oban, in aid of
Sensory Garden. Tickets £10 each or 2 for £15 from
Corran Halls and Urban Sumits
Inner Wheel Coffee Morning, Regent Hotel, Oban,
10.30 - 12 noon.
The Eduardo Niebla Experience, Cairndow Village
Hall, 7.30 pm
Monday 13th February
Schubert Male Voice Quartet, Corran Halls, Oban at
7.30pm. Tickets £6.50/£6, students £2.00,
under 18 Free
Tuesday 14th February
Valentine's Day at the Pier House, Port Appin
Wednesday 15th February
Slimming World, Masonic Hall, Albany Street,
Oban, 6.30 pm. Tel: Lesley 01880 820604 or
07900 016512
Wednesday 15th and Thursday 16th February
Forteith West Highlands and Islands Trade Show,
Corran Halls, Oban
Sunday 19th February
Highland Wedding Show, Corran Halls, Oban, 11am
till 5pm. Tickets from Corran Halls Box Office

GET YOUR EVENT LISTED

CONTACT 01631 568000

Friday 31st March at 8.00 pm. Helensburgh and
District Highland Association DANCE. Band ~ Ian
MacCallum
Contact John Wilson Tel 01389841208
Friday 28th April at 8.00 pm. Helensburgh and
District Highland Association CEILIDH/DANCE:
Piper~ Bruce Shearlaw Singers ~ Mary C McNeil
Sheona Rostant & Duncan McDonald Violin~
Cameron Bone Chair Person ~ to be advised Band ~
Hector McFadyen. Contact John Wilson Tel
01389841208
Friday 26th May AGM at 7.00pm Helensburgh and
District Highland Association DANCE at 8.00pm.
Band ~Willie Paterson. Contact John Wilson Tel
01389841208
Friday 30th June at 8.00pm Helensburgh and
District Highland Association DANCE: Band ~
Donnie & Diane
Contact John Wilson Tel 01389841208
Saturday 25th March Oban & Lorn Strathspey &
Reel Society, 'Fiddlers Rally' Corran Halls, Oban
Tuesday 4th April Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands Hospital
Thursday 27th April - Sunday 30th April Highlands
and Islands Music and Dance Festival
Bonhams - Valuers and Auctioneers, McTavish's
Kitchens, Oban, at 7.30pm. Further details nearer the
date
Tuesdaay 9th May Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands
Hospital
Tuesday 6th June Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands
Hospital
Tuesday 4th July Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands
Hospital
Tuesday 8th August Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands
Hospital
Tuesday 5th September Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands
Hospital
Tuesday 10th October Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands Hospital
Tuesday 7th November Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands
Hospital
Tuesday 5th December Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands Hospital

As much as your popularity may be soaring in cer-

tain circles, keep an eye on the pals who have al-

ways been there for you in the past. Unless there

has been a real parting of the ways, a quick email,

txt or phone call, could gladden someone’s soul

and reaffirm the bond. In fact, you may want to have

a heart to heart with someone who you have always

known was wise and trustworthy. For more, please

call me..

An associate that you have good relations with,

could be an important conduit to progress in the

next three weeks, but you mustn’t take their help

for granted, there may be something they want in

return. Quid pro quo? Absolutely. On the home

front, a loved one, a partner or an off-spring may

demand your attention. Even if you are rushed off

your feet, try to find some space to chat. For more,

please call me..

Travel connected with your work is a possibility or

it may be new technology or media, where you are

set to widen your skill-set, perhaps through re-

training. And if, at the best of times, you see your-

self as being a bit scatterbrained, it’d be a good

idea to get everything tied down as far as arrange-

ments. If you’re not into a having a Palm Pilot or

the like, how about a new diary? For more, please

call me..

Been battling through some fairly heavy and in-

volved issues? There may be one more hurdle that

you need to get over. Thereafter, a more open and

exciting time awaits for you. Your desire to bring

greater stimuli to bear in your world will be strong

and links with people at a distance can be instru-

mental in this.  A winter city break with an economy

air line may take your fancy. For more, please call

me..

It could be make or break time for one commitment,

though this mightn’t necessarily be a romantic tie.

For example, if you feel you have been given your

all at work, if you feel there is a lack of feedback or

appreciation for your efforts, you could think seri-

ously about plying your wares elsewhere. Your in-

stincts in business and financial matters can cer-

tainly become more acute now. For more, please call

me..

Surprise developments are possible in your links

with others and this can be something which can

become quite a feature over the next couple of

months. Someone from your past could hop back

into your world, but in existing ties, it will be by agree-

ing to differ that you can get ahead best of all. If you

have a need to nit pick and always be right, it can

seriously undermine harmony. For more, please call

me..

You’re encouraged to get with it on the details of

life. You can still have a fun time and be creative,

in fact, now you have the chance to blend your

flair and achieve solid results in the process. How-

ever, a few early nights probably wouldn’t go amiss.

Your nervous system may appreciate a break and

then you can get up fresh as a daisy and show just

how talented you are! For more, please call me..

This weeks’ full Moon suggests that if you have been

deferring a big decision that may have a major emo-

tional impact on you or your family, over the next

fortnight, you may simply have to act. This could

relate to how you earn a living. And threaded through

this is likely to be feeling that things need to lighten

somewhat, despite the recent soul searching you

have done. For more, please call me..

Your natural love of attacking life with energy and

verve is one of your best qualities. However, if

you rush in where angels fear to tread this week,

you could soon become a cropper. A time when

you need to control your nervous energy and im-

pulsive moves and take a little more time - espe-

cially if you’ve important decisions to make that

have any kind of binding element to them. For

more, please call me..

A more inquisitive side of your nature is set to be

aroused but this will also give your moves a zesty

edge. And yet an issue where you share a close

involvement may require a careful balancing act,

between sticking to what’s best for you and respect-

ing the wishes and needs of anyone you are in-

volved with. For example, business or financial ne-

gotiations will require great care. For more, please

call me..

Hard work you’ve invested can pay off with an in-

crease in cash-flow, but perhaps better, you can sim-

ply feel more positive about yourself. Validation is

something you need, just like anyone else and now,

more than ever. Yet if you demand this from some-

one close to you, they may remind you that they have

needs too, ones that may have recently slipped off

your astral radar screen. For more, please call me..

As Mercury speeds into your sign so you can redis-

cover your enthusiasm for a project which has lain

dormant, or get going on a new interest. Being able

to express the more individual side of your nature is

going to be key within this and yet you could sense

that someone is scornful. You may have to ride this

out. Unfortunately, any fair-weather friendships can

come into the open. For more, please call me..

Movies from Friday 10th
February

THE LITTLE POLAR
BEAR 2:

"The Mysterious Island"
Screen One - U Certificate

- 81 Minutes
UK PREMIERE from

FRIDAY
OBAN HIGHLAND

THEATRE
1.00 and 6.00 FRIDAY
and SATURDAY - 1.00

SUNDAY -
1.00 and 6.00 MONDAY -

6.00 TUESDAY to
THURSDAY

In this second animated
film, based on the Hans de
Beer books, The Little Po-
lar Bear 'Lars' is trans-
ported to the wild and re-
mote Galapagos Islands, to
save a prehistoric fish mon-
ster from explorers, and
from the dangers of an
erupting volcano.  Starring
' Maximilian Artajo', the
delightfully drawn and col-
ourful images make this a
movie to give pleasure to the
younger generation.

ZATHURA - A SPACE
ADVENTURE

 Screen Two - PG Certifi-
cate - 101 Minutes

OBAN HIGHLAND
THEATRE

12.30, 2.30, 6.15 and 8.15
FRIDAY  and
SATURDAY

12.30 and 2.30 SUNDAY
12.30, 2.30, 6.15 and 8.15

MONDAY
6.15 and 8.15 TUESDAY

to THURSDAY
After their father (Tim
Robbins) leaves for work,
six-year-old Danny(Jonah
Bobo) and ten-year-old
Walter(Josh Hutcherson),
are left in the care of their
older sister Lisa(Kristen
Stewart).
Finding an old tattered

metal board game called
'Zathura', Danny tries to
get his brother to play the
game with him, but without
success.  He therefore then
decides to tackle the game
on his own....

Danny is in for a big sur-
prise however when he dis-
covers this is no ordinary
board game.  For a start, he
finds out that his spaceship
marker moves by itself and,
when it finally lands on a
space, a card is ejected car-
rying an urgent message:
"Meteor Shower, take eva-

7.15 SATURDAY
2.00 SUNDAY   - 7.15

MONDAY to
THURSDAY

Superbly produced and di-
rected, strongly acted and
crammed with indelible im-
ages, this is an all action
movie that will leave a deep
impression.  Adapted from
Anthony Swafford's hon-
est memoir of his contribu-
tion of Desert Storm,
Jarhead goes from the days
of inaction to hard fighting,
with oil wells burning under
blood red skies.

Directed by Sam Mendes,
from the screenplay by
William Brayles, the cast
includes Jake Gyllenhaal,
Jamie Foxx, Peter
Sarsgaard, Chris Cooper
and Scott MacDonald.  But
be warned, this is cerrtainly
not a movie for the faint-
hearted.

FUN WITH DICK
AND JANE

Screen Two - 12A
Certificate - 90 Minutes

FORT WILLIAM
STUDIO CINEMA

7.30 FRIDAY  - 2.15 AND
7.30 SATURDAY

2.15 SUNDAY  - 7.30
MONDAY to
THURSDAY

In Columbia Pictures lar-
cenous romantic comedy,
Dick (Jim Carrey) is in
love with Jane (Tea Leoni)
and living the lover's dream.
Dick's years of hard work
have also paid off with pro-
motion as Vice President of
Globodyne, a worldwide
Company in the consolida-
tion of media properties.
With a happy love life and
his new Board appointment,
what could possibly go
wrong?

After only one day in his
VIP position however, eve-
rything does go pear shaped,
when Dick's Company be-
comes involved in an
Enron-like scandal.

Dick and Jane face having
to beg, borrow and steal to
get everything back until,
using their newfound busi-
ness skills, they exact an hi-
larious revenge and end up
teaching big business a very
big lesson.

Directed by Dean Parisot
and co-starring Richard
Jenkins, Walter Addison,
Michelle Arthur and
Deena Adar, this is a Rom-
Com movie with a twist.

sive action"... (The house is
immediately pummelled
from above by hot molten
meteors.

Then, looking overhead,
Danny and Walter see
through a gaping hole in the
roof of their house.  They
discover, to their horror, that
they have been propelled
into deepest and darkest
outer space.

BROKEBACK
MOUNTAIN

Screen One - 15 Certifi-
cate - 134 Minutes

OBAN HIGHLAND
THEATRE - for ONE

WEEK ONLY
8.15 on  FRIDAY and

SATURDAY -
2.45 SUNDAY - 8.15

MONDAY to
THURSDAY

(Please note changed
showing times from last

week's listing)
Awarded the 'Golden Lion'
at the Venice Film Festival,
and with more 'OSCAR'
nominations than any other
movie, this outstandingly
acted and nostalgic romance
is a moving film experience.
Directed by Ang Lee and
starring (in alphabetical or-
der): Linda Cardellini,
Jake Gyllenhaal, Anne
Hathaway, Heath Ledger,
Michelle Williams and
Randy Quaid, this is one
film not to be missed in
2006.

Ranch hands Del Mar
(Ledger) and Jack Twist
(Gyllenhaal) are hired to
tend sheep in 1960's Wyo-
ming and experience a 'gay
relationship', before eventu-
ally going their own sepa-
rate ways, marrying and
having children.

This masterly adaption of
the book by Annie Proulx
about forbidden love is
played out against
scenerythat is far more stun-
ning than moviemakers
Howard Hawks and John
Ford ever mustered.

Ang Lee is nominated for
a 2006 'Oscar ' for his
derection of this superb
Western, that has all the epic
scale that a truly formidable
story requires.

JARHEAD
Screen One - 15 Certifi-

cate - 123 Minutes
FORT WILLIAM

STUDIO CINEMA
7.15 FRIDAY  - 2.00 and

Brokeback Mountain showing at the Highland
Theatre, Oban, from Friday 10th February.

The Inner Wheel Club
of Oban

invites you to a

COFFEE
MORNING
Saturday 11th

February
10.30 – 12.00

Regent Hotel, Oban
In aid of local charities

St Valentines Dance

Saturday 11
th
 February

Corran Halls, Oban

8 till late

Featuring: BARD FOR LIFE (Ceilidh)

and HEATHEN

in aid of the Oban Community Sensory Garden

Tickets £10 each or 2 for £15

ARGYLL ANIMAL
AID

BARGAINS
 GALORE AT THE

BIG SALE

ROYAL HOTEL
OBAN

Saturday 18th
February

10 - 3

Nether Lorn Piping Society
FEBRUARY

PIPING RECITAL
Featuring

Pipe Major
Roddy MacLeod, MBE
Supported by local young pipers

Argyllshire Gathering Halls
Wednesday February 15,

2006 at 7.30pm
Admission: Adults £3

Children: Free
All proceeds to go towards the
development of Piping in Oban

OBAN ART SOCIETY

We regret to inform members

that the evening with George

Birrell due on February 10
th

 in

Glencruitten Church Hall has

had to be cancelled

We apologise for the short notice,

which has been beyond our

control.

The next OAS evening will be

the supper party on Friday 17
th

February in the Cathedral Hall,

as per the newsletter

The top table was ‘minister’ John MacNeill, ‘bridesmaid’ Anne Files, ‘groom’ Donnie
Finlayson, ‘bride’ Margaret MacLellan and ‘best man’ John A Maciver. t06wed01

COMUNN Gaidhealach an
Obain’s ‘Highland Wed-
ding’ was the cause of much
hilarity and good humour
on Saturday evening at
Connel Village Hall.

Fortified with a wee dram
the wedding party was in
high spirits as piper Ian
Hurst led the way into the
hall to the applause of
around 80 ‘guests’.

The wedding party, which

Connel’s ‘Highland wedding’ success

for Comunn Gaidhealach Obain

occupied the top table, con-
sisted of Margaret
MacLellan, Taynuilt
(Harris), as the ‘bride’, with
her ‘groom’ Donnie
Finlayson of Glasgow
(Lewis).

Joining them was An
Comunn Gaidhealach con-
vener and President of the
Pan Celtic Festival John A
Maciver, who acted as ‘best
man’, while Anne Files,

Oban, was the ‘bridesmaid’
and John MacNeil, Glas-
gow, officiated as ‘minis-
ter’, saying grace and run-
ning the proceedings.

A three-course meal was
followed by speeches from
the ‘groom’, the ‘bride’ and
the ‘best man’ and Ian Hurst
piped the wedding cake -
two dumplings with ribbon
round them - into the hall
for the happy couple to cut.

A rousing ceilidh started
after the meal was over with
singing from Catriona Ross,
Murdo MacDonald, Morag
Smith, John A Maciver and
Freddie MacKenzie, while
Michael and Joannie Garvin
provided the music for danc-
ing.

Such was the involvement
and enjoyment of everyone
that it was the wee sma’ hours
before it all came to an end.

THE RAFTERS of Àros
Hall, Tobermory, reverber-
ated to the sound of Gaelic
music and song recently
when members of the Ar-
gyll Gaelic choirs and
friends got together for the
2006 Argyll Choirs’ night.

This year, the increasingly
popular event was hosted
by Còisir Ghàidhlig An
Eilein Mhuilich and guests
included singers from Tar-
bert Loch Fyne, Taynuilt,
Oban, Mull, Còisir Ceann
an Tuirc, Atomic Pìseag,
Cowal and far-travelled but
much welcomed contin-
gents from Lochs and Back
choirs in Lewis and Lairg
in Sutherland.

In the afternoon, around
40 choristers took part in a
puirt-a-beul master class
led by Mary Ann Kennedy,
well known both as a solo
artist and also as a member
of the group Cliar.

Mary Ann gave a compre-
hensive lesson in the art of
singing mouth music while
maintaining choir disci-

pline with the help of her
Belgian Groenendael dog,
Killick.

Later that evening, every-
one danced the night away
to the sound of Hector

Hilary MacDonald (conductor) and Murdo
MacDonald of Tarbert Gaelic Choir

demonstrate their winning ways in the
Highland Fling contest (Advanced) at the

Argyll Choirs’ Night 2006. t06tob2d

MacFadyen and Fraser
MacInnes.

To allow the dancers to
catch their breath, this was
interspersed with some
massed choral singing and

solos from established fa-
vourites and talented stu-
dents from Sabhal Mor Os-
taig.

Next year’s event will be
hosted by Tarbert Loch Fyne.

Argyll choirs meet in Tobermory

Oban Rotary

host cheese

and wine

THE Rotary Club of Oban
will host a wine tasting din-
ner to raise funds for Afri-
can charities.

The event, in the town’s
Regent Hotel on Saturday,
February 25, will comprise
of a six course menu of
dishes selected from across
Europe. Each course will be
complemented with a dif-
ferent wine chosen to set off
the flavours appropriately.

On hand will be Laurie
Gray, the well known
sommelier, who will try to
remove some of the mys-
tique about wine. Tickets
are available from Rotary
members at £25.

Thursdays 7.30 pm

from February 16th

at The Lorne

THE PURPOSE

OF LIFE

Why am I alive?

What's God's plan

 for me?

What on earth am I

here for?

Is life an accident?

Everyone Invited

For more information phone

ANDY -01631 564283

DESTINY

CHURCH

OBAN

1.00 and 6.00 FRIDAY, SATURDAY and MONDAY

1.00 SUNDAY – 6.00 TUESDAY to THURSDAY

THE LITTLE POLAR BEAR:

The Mysterious Island U

12.30, 2.30, 6.15 and 8.15 FRIDAY, SATURDAY and MONDAY

12.30 and 2.30 SUNDAY – 6.15 and 8.15 TUESDAY to THURSDAY

ZATHURA – A Space Adventure PG

8.15 on FRIDAY and SATURDAY – 2.45 on SUNDAY

8.15 MONDAY to THURSDAY

MOST OSCAR NOMINATIONS FOR 2006:

BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 15

7.15 on FRIDAY – 2.00 and 7.15 on SATURDAY

2.00 on SUNDAY – 7.15 MONDAY to THURSDAY

JARHEAD 15

7.30 on FRIDAY – 2.15 and 7.30 on SATURDAY

2.15 on SUNDAY – 7.30 MONDAY to THURSDAY

FUN WITH DICK AND JANE 12A

(Under-12s admitted when accompanied by an adult aged 18 or over)

Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £11.85

(plus VAT)
This section is available

to charitable
organisations

 with a charity number.
All AGM’s will be placed

on the Public Notice Page
Please ask for details

Argyll & Bute
Badminton

Tournament
Mid Argyll Sports Centre

Lochgilphead
Saturday, 4th March

Entries to Jane Walker
c/o Artlines

20 Argyll Street,
Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 602088

Valentine’sTea
(In aid of North Argyll Carers

Centre & Crossroads North Argyll)

Saturday 11th

February
Between 2pm – 4pm

Admission £2
£1.50 (concession)

Telephone:
01631 564422

or 01631 562277
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WEDNESDAY 15th FEBRUARY
OBAN

MASONIC HALL, ALBANY STREET
at 6.30 pm

Tel: Lesley 01880 820604
or 07900 026512

The Eduardo Niebla

Experience

in concert

CAIRNDOW VILLAGE HALL

SATURDAY 11 FEBRUARY

7.30 p.m.

Tickets: Adults £6, Children (under 16) £3

Tickets available on the door or from Cairndow Arts

Promotions, telephone 01499 600260

‘A display of supernatural talent and a spellbinding

mixture of flamenco and modern jazz, bursting with

obvious passion and verve’ – The Spectator

An international star not to be missed!

YOUNG musicians from Inveraray and District Pipe
Band will be kitted out with new gear thanks to grants
totalling £16,750 announced this week.

The band has been granted £5,000 from the National
Lottery Awards for All scheme; £8,750 from Argyll and
the Islands Enterprise (AIE); and £3,000 from the Scot-
tish Community Fund. They have also raised £10,000
themselves and are currently waiting to hear about a

Argyll groups gain Awards for All
£12,000 grant from the Scottish Arts Council. Jim
McMillan, band secretary, said: ‘That’s our last bit of
funding in place. They have already been measured for
kilts and we are hoping that they will all be in place by
the end of March, early April.’

The pipe band is not the only organisation to receive
word this week of funding from the National Lottery
Awards for All scheme which has been distributed  in

four sections: health, education, environment and com-
munity; arts; sport; and heritage.

Four projects in Campbeltown,  Kintyre Juvenile Pipe
Band Association, Fusions Project to help children mov-
ing from primary to secondary school, Campbeltown
Ornithology Society and St Kieran’s Primary School,
have received between £1,500 and £5,000.

The Real Live Music Club in Lochgilphead received

an arts grant to help pay for the fees for professional per-
formers, recording and travel costs, while Argyll and Bute
Youth Forum, which operates in all the main towns,
gained a £5,000 grant towards its evening and team build-
ing actvities, as well as travel and accommodation. Oban
Saints Youth Football Club received £2,000 towards foot-
ball strips and other equipment. A total of £60,247 was given
out in Argyll and Bute from the Awards for All Scheme.

THE Oban Music Society season of concerts continues
on Monday, February 13 with a visit from the Schubert
Male Voice Quartet.

Comprising two tenors and two bass singers, the quar-
tet will give a recital of madrigals, part songs by Schubert
and Mendelson, folksongs, spirituals and Scots songs.

The venue is the Studio theatre of the Corran Halls and
the concert begins at 7.30pm

Quartet for Oban

Music Society

The group of scientists and representatives from Arran who talked about what science could
bring to the marine national park debate. t06mpa01

A GROUP of scientists
came together on Monday
night at the Corran Halls to
talk to an audience of more
than 50 interested people
about what science can
bring to the marine and
coastal national park de-
bate.

Organised by the British
Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science
(BA), the event is one of a
series of four meetings
around the country funded
by the Scottish Executive to
‘promote openness about
science in society’.

In the case of Oban, the
focus was on the proposal
for a marine national park
somewhere in Scotland and
probably on the west coast.

Six scientists spoke, plus
two representatives of

Science enters the debate on marine parks

COAST, Community of
Arran Seabed Trust, which
is in the process of trying
to get an area at Lamlash
Bay off Arran protected.

Dr Dave Schoeman of the
Scottish Association for
Marine Science (SAMS) at
Dunstaffnage spoke about
what could be learned from
marine protection areas
(MPAs) that had already
been put in place elsewhere
in the world.

It was important to have
well-set out goals for the
MPA and there were often
trade-offs between various
conflicts. Successful MPAs
included ‘no-take’ zones,
where no fishery was al-
lowed to take place.

Howard Wood and Tom
Vella-Boyle from Arran ex-
plained how they had been

able to use scientific re-
search and evidence, as
well as evidence collected
by amateur divers to per-
suade Scottish Water to
move a proposed outfall in
Lamlash Bay and were con-
tinuing to press their case
for an MPA.

Dr Mike Burrows and Dr
Toby Sherwin of SAMS
showed how global
changes were also affecting
the waters and their inhab-
itants around the west coast.

Dr David Hughes talked
about what scientists could
bring to the decision-mak-
ing process in terms of evi-
dence and Dr Maeve Kelly
gave an example of how the
King Scallop thrived if left
to recover without fishing.

Finally Dr Margaret
Christie, Aberdeen Institute

for Coastal Science and
Management, about how
geographical information
systems could be used to
choose the best site for a
coastal and marine protec-
tion area but warned that
involved all those with in-
terests being involved.

A number of questions
were asked from the floor,
including the importance of
‘no-take’ areas, what effect
that would have an areas
outside the MPA, what the
effect inside an MPA was
likely to be and how the
west coast waters compared
to seas elsewhere in the
world.

MORE than 50 young peo-
ple from across Argyll and
Bute will arrive in Tarbert for
two days in June for a youth
participation conference.

The teenagers, aged be-
tween 14 and 18, will be stay-
ing at the Stonefield Castle
Hotel and will attend work-
shops at the Templars Art and
Leisure Centre, Mac and

Youth conference for Tarbert in June

Mags and Tarbert Academy.
The event is being organ-

ised by Argyll and Bute
Youth Forum and will edu-
cate young people about
community planning and
propose new ways of work-
ing with decision makers in
Argyll and Bute and nation-
ally.

Workshops will show

youngsters how to get their
voices heard, explore the
importance of the media
and teach them how to cre-
ate positive PR (Public Re-
lations) for their groups.

They will also find out
more about the rights of
young people, learn about
funding opportunities and
volunteering opportunities at

home and abroad. There will
also be team building activi-
ties, with the youngsters tak-
ing part in canoeing, gorge
walking, sailing, mountain
biking and lots more.

The event will take place
on June 1 and 2 and has al
received £5,000 of funding
from the National Lottery
Awards for All scheme.

ABERFELDY and District
Gaelic Choir enjoyed an unu-
sual step back in time at the
Royal Concert Hall in Glas-
gow, as part of the Celtic
Connections Festival.

Dressed in 18th century
peasant costume, choir
members accompanied in-
ternationally renowned
musician Margaret Bennett
in her highly-acclaimed
production For Auld Lang
Syne, a musical apprecia-
tion of the life and works of
Robert Burns.

Scripted by Margaret her-
self, with musical direction
from guitarist Sandy
Stanage, For Auld Lang
Syne also included tremen-
dous performances by sev-
eral other well known mu-
sicians, including cellist
Fiona Hunter, who also

sings with Malinky band,
and dancers from the
Drumalban Folk Ensemble.

Several members of the
cast were graduates from
the Royal Scottish Acad-
emy of Music and Drama
(RSAMD) course in Scot-
tish Music and from Strath-
clyde University.

There were ripples of
laughter from the audience
at Stevie Barratt’s recita-
tion, on bended knee, of
Holy Willie’s Prayer.

Margaret invited the choir
to join her after singing
with them at the Pearls of
the Tay opening concert of
Perth Concert Hall last
year, saying she felt the
Aberfeldy voices would
add a new breadth and rich-
ness to her successful show.

The choir, better known

for singing in Gaelic at
Mods and at various fund-
raising events, rose to the
occasion, providing occa-
sional singing and accom-
paniment.

‘It was an incredible ex-
perience’, said choir con-
ductor Frances McCallum.

‘We’ve never sung on
such a large stage and in
such an impressive venue.

‘It’s always an honour to
sing with Margaret, and it
was a double honour to be
part of Celtic Connections!’

Margaret Bennett and
Sandy Stanage  hope to take
For Auld Lang Syne on tour
in Scotland as part of their
ongoing plan to encourage
young musicians, singers
and performers to take part
in new productions of the
work.

Above:  Aberfeldy and
District Gaelic Choir join

Margaret Bennett,
dressed in her tartan
waistcoat, on stage.

Aberfeldy choir step

back in time for

Celtic Connections
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Schubert Male
Voice Quartet

A programme of unaccompanied

song, madrigals, part songs,

scots songs, spirituals.

Monday 13th February, 2006  7.30pm

The Studio Theatre, Corran Halls, Oban

Tickets £6.50/£6.00, students £2.00,

under 18 free

Part of an Argyll and Bute Concert Tour, subsidised by

Enterprise Music Scotland.

Celebrate Valentine's Day at The

Pier House Hotel & Seafood

Restaurant at Port Appin.

Open All Day and Late Into the Night

Come & meet the new proprietors Nick & Nikki

Horne, who wish to welcome local residents.

For every couple dining there will be a free bottle

of wine with your lunch or dinner.

For anyone from Lismore, a late ferry has

been arranged courtesy of The Pier House

to return you back to the Island for 11pm.

Enjoy the unique atmosphere of  The Pier

House for your Special Day.

Telephone: 01631 730302

Email: pierhouse@btinternet.com
1

THE PIER HOUSE

Hotel
&

Seafood Restaurant

To my Labourer
of Love, I would
climb the highest
scaffold for you

Love T
x

To my dish
of the day

at the Manor

Love M
x

TO SCC WILL

YOU BE MY

VALENTINE

FOR EVER

AND I WILL

LOVE YOU

ALWAYS XX

Dear AC,
meet you in

Aulays for a wee
G&T!

Love AGM
x

To Em

How do I love thee?

I can't count the ways;

Your love will sustain

me for all of my days.

Love Jay

xx

Carol
I can't imagine

what I'd do
Without the love

you give.
I'll treasure every
moment shared,
As long as I shall

live.
Love TC

XXX

To Ronald
I wish I could
be with you,

And you weren't
so far away,

But here's a little
Valentine

To brighten up
your day!

Love always
GH
x

Hunny Bunny
Special people are

on my mind
Each year on

Valentine’s Day...
The exceptional ones

who mean to me
More than I can say.

Love JT x

To Pauly G
Valentine’s Day is

all about
Special feelings
warm and fond,

And friend, I knew
right from the start

We had a very
special bond.
Love Tonky

xx

To Trev
This poem’s for
you because

I care.
I can’t get more

specific.
Well, yes I can,
and here I go…
I think you’re

terrific!
Love Jules

x

To my dearest Sam
You'll always be
my main man.
Love always

Jim T.
xx
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  ★  ★ ★  ★      THE WINNERS  ★  ★  ★  ★

The Kings Knoll Diarmid MacKinnon aged 11 Outside Edge Leigh Eister aged 11 West Coast Outdoor Leisure Sarah Muir aged 11

The Spinnaker Cafe Ross McCullock aged 10 John Pedan Associates Ross Harris aged 10

The Oban Mountain Rescue

Team provides search and

rescue cover for the upland

areas of North Argyll, Bridge

of Orchy and the Islands of Mull

and Jura. The team consists of

29 members all of who are

unpaid volunteers dedicating

their time to helping people in

need. All members are

experienced mountaineers

with vast amounts of local

knowledge. Every member is

also an emergency first aider.

Consisting of 29 civilian

volunteers who are first and

foremost mountaineers. The

team is under the control of

and insured by the Police

Service. It has charitable status

and also receives some funding

from the Mountain Rescue

Committee of Scotland which is

the governing body for all the

Scottish Civilian Mountain

Rescue Teams.

It was formed in 2001 at the

request of the Strathclyde Chief

Constable who felt that cover

in this area was poor.

Their primary role is search

and rescue within the

mountains and upland areas,

however they may also be used

by the police for missing person

searches and any other

situation where they would

normally have difficulty

operating, i.e. steep ground,

ravines etc.

They are called out via the

Police who then inform the

team leader who instigates the

procedure. A text messaging

service is used to instigate the

call out. For every call out they

would expect around 15 of the

team to be available. The

LandRover and Transit are kept

in Oban at the rescue post in

the old fire station; members

are drawn mainly from Oban,

Connel and Taynuilt. Available

members will be mobile within

a few minutes of the call and

will make their way directly to

the scene.

They have a specialist

consultant in primary care, a

GP and two Registered Nurses

in the team. All members must

complete a basic mountain first

aid course and a further 8

members have been trained to

a more advanced level. This

includes IM injections,

placement of oral/naso-

pharyngeal airways, oxygen

and Entonox administration.

The team rescue post is in the

old fire station in the centre of

Oban, kindly bought for the

team to use by the Order of St.

John in 2004.

The team vehicles at present

is a Landrover kindly donated

by the Order of St John and an

adapted transit van kindly

donated by Glencoe MRT.

As well as their personal

mountaineering kit, they carry

a McInnes stretcher (which

splits into two for carrying and

can also be winched directly

onto a helicopter), vac-mat,

splints, cervical collars, casualty

bag (a warm waterproof cover

in which they wrap the

casualty), airways, suction

equipment, group shelters and

other general gear.

Oban Mountain Rescue Team

is an entirely voluntary

organisation. All mountain

rescue teams are supported by

the Scottish executive and

receive an annual grant from

them. But they still rely heavily

on fundraising to equip and

run the team. They receive

some grant aid from the

Mountain Rescue Committee

of Scotland towards training

costs, but otherwise they rely

on charitable donations and

fundraising. Their annual

running costs are in the region

of £25,000 per year.

Along with applications to

grant giving bodies, a large

amount of their income is

generated from fundraising

events throughout the year.

If you would like to send a

donation, please send it to the

following address:

The Treasurer, Oban

Mountain Rescue Team,

Broombank, North Connel,

OBAN PA37 1RD

By indicating that you are a UK

tax payer and stating that you

would like to treat your donation

as Gift Aid enables us them to

reclaim 29% of your donation

from the inland revenue.

about Oban

Mountain Rescue....

Pupils from Taynuilt Primary School hard at work designing their posters.

Pupils from Taynuilt Primary School

who took part in the competition.

Taynuilt Primary School

poster competition

John Peden Associates

CONSULTING CIVIL AND STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS

Askival, Glenmore Road
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4PG

Tel: 01631 570170 F: 01631 571099

E: jpa@askival-oban.co.uk

When we asked Don McAllister, Head Teacher at

Taynuilt Primary School, if the seventy pupils could

help with raising awareness for the Oban Mountain

Rescue Team, we had know idea that the enthusiasm

would be so high and the standard of the artwork so

impressive.  All four classes got involved with this

project and choosing the winners was a difficult task.

Twenty per cent of the clients' advertising fee

will go to the rescue team's fund, so a big thank

you to all the businesses featured on this page.
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South Skye pupils lose

free travel to Plockton
A NEW secondary school
being built on Skye could
solve capacity problems at
Plockton High School and
help The Highland Council
save £24,000 a year in pupil
transport costs.

Plockton is presently at
full capacity with its roll
including 36 pupils from
south Skye.

Councillors heard that the
opening of the Skye Bridge
had led to some parents
sending their children to
Plockton High School as
the journey was quicker
than that to Portree.

Although South Skye is
within the Portree High
School catchment area
there are fears that if pupils
continue to be sent to
Plockton, the school may
not be able to find places for
all the pupils in its own
catchment area.

Last week Skye and
Lochalsh Area Committee
agreed to withdraw
concessionary transport for
new South Skye pupils
from the school year 2006-
2007 attending Plockton.

Councillor Drew Millar,
Skye and Lochalsh area
committee chairman and
vice chairman of the
education committee, said
the decision to withdraw the
concession had been
unanimous and was a

matter of common sense.
He said with work on the

new school at Portree due
to begin next month with an
official opening planned in
two years’ time, it would
more than accommodate
pupils from the south part
of the island.

He said: ‘Many parents
take their children to
Plockton as they work in
that area. It does make
common sense. There is no
move in the future to
increase the size at
Plockton which is at
capacity.

‘This capacity had to be
looked at. In addition to
this, although schools are
declining in pupil numbers
in the area, in Portree more
people are moving in with
new housing being built and
there will be ample capacity
at the new school.’

In a report to the area
committee, area education
manager Laurence Young
said of the 36 pupils from
south Skye attending
Plockton, 34 received
concessionary transport
from Kyleakin, Breakish
and Broadford. All the
communities were within
an hour’s travel of Portree
High School.

Since 1998 the roll of
Plockton High School had
increased significantly,

from 306 pupils in 1997-
1998 to 352 this year, an
increase of 46 pupils, 36
from south Skye.

Broadford, Kyleakin,
Elgol and Sleat primary
schools were within the
catchment area for Portree
High School but some
parents opted to send their
pupils to Plockton.

Arguing for the withdrawl
of the concession, he said:
‘Although no formal
agreement was made to
provide transport to
Plockton High School for
families from these
communities who wished
to make formal placing
requests to Plockton High
School, an informal
arrangement was put in
place allowing
concessionary travel.

‘Over the years the
number of children
attending Plockton High

School from south Skye has
grown significantly and this
has led to a cost, in
providing concessionary
transport, of £24,000 per
annum. Accommodation at
Plockton is under pressure.
Classroom space is at a
premium and during
examination times the
school is required to use the
school residence.

‘Should the trend of
young people from south
Skye attending Plockton
High School continue then
the school may not have the
capacity to enrol pupils
from its own delineated
area.’

Mr Young said there were
no additional costs involved
transporting the South Skye
pupils to Portree High
School and there was
capacity within the present
school transport contract to
do so.

NEWSDESKS

01631 568000

01397 703003

Police files

Windows

broken

SOMETIME during the
weekend of Saturday January
28, two kitchen windows
were vandalised at a house in
Broom Drive, Caol.

Thimbles stolen

SOMETIME during the
evening of Tuesday January
31, Wallace Newsagents at
High Street, Fort William,
was broken into and a
stainless steel pail containing
a substantial quantity of
ceramic thimbles was stolen.

Car vandalised

SOMETIME between
6.30pm and 7pm on Sunday
February 5 a blue Volvo car
was vandalised in the
Corpach Hotel car park.
� Anyone with
information is asked to
phone Fort William Police
on 01397 702361.

NEXT Thursday, February 16, all roads will converge on
The Highland Council headquarters in Inverness for the Care
Homes Sub-Committee meeting when the future of
Invernevis House will be discussed.

Lochaber Council Tax payers will join counterparts from
the north to lobby against the sell-off to the private sector.
This is the day when detailed costs will be revealed which
justify Invernevis House being added to the original list of
six care homes to be sold off.  Yet the decision, aided and
abetted by some Lochaber councillors, to place Invernevis
House on the hit list was taken last November without
costings.

At that meeting councillors Bill Clark, Neil Clark and
Michael Foxley opposed Councillor Brian Murphy’s
ammendment for the status quo and the proposal that
Invernevis House should be sold to the private sector because
of the costs and lack of suitable accommodation to
temporarily house the 30 residents whilst necessary
refurbishment, for which capital costs are in place, are carried
out won the day by 22 votes to 4. Councillor Olwyn
MacDonald abstained.

You may be tempted to think that turkeys do vote for
Christmas but, having missed an opportunity to nip this in
the bud, we hear some of our representatives are
backtracking. Let’s hope this is the case and that our
representatives travel to Inverness to express the will of the
people of Lochaber.

� � �

THE FORT William Mountain Film Festival, perhaps
something of a misnomer as the programme includes
lectures, exhibitions and workshops, takes place at
various venues throughout Lochaber from tomorrow
Friday February 10 until February 18.

Mountaineers, snowboarders and all-action tough guys
will be well catered for but local couch potatoes like
ourselves have not been forgotten. Indeed, the best
attended show which will have the most craic and be of
interest to locals will be the ‘Celebration and History of
the Ben Nevis Race’ in the Nevis Centre on Monday
February 13 at 7pm. The presentation, hosted by Jimmy
Jardine, a 35-times runner in the Ben Race, and Graham
Brooks, the shy and retiring member of the famous -
Graham’s word, but perhaps he meant infamous - Brooks
mountain running family includes hitherto publicly
unseen film footage of the Ben Race. Tickets, priced £6
and £2 for concessions, are selling like hotcakes for this
trip down memory lane.

We suspect you might even get an insight into the
Brooks method of coarse hill running which includes
carrying a plastic bin liner to slide down the grassy slope
and throwing a stone onto the scree and shouting ‘rocks’
to steal a march on your rivals - allegedly.

Footnote - At last week’s annual general meeting of the
Ben Nevis Race Association, when retiring members
Aileen Kitson, Ellen Morrison, Kerr Brown and Brian
Murphy were re-elected, secretary George Anderson
revealed that 60 per cent of the field for this year’s race
had submitted their entries. This unprecedented demand
should be noted by would-be competitors.

� � �

SO SEAN Connery has snubbed First Minister Jack
McConnell by refusing to take part in this year’s Tartan Week
in New York in April.

The Camanachd Cup will be there though for the promotion
and celebration of Scottish culture and sources close to the
First Minister tell us that Jack isn’t bothered about 007’s
absence. He believes the Camanachd Association will
appoint a representative to accompany the cup who will make
an excellent understudy for Sir Sean.

We understand two Lochaber men are in the frame for this
assignment. Hugh Dan MacLennan, with his public relations
background and command of the Gaelic language, would
make an excellent ambassador but the tall dark looks of
Richard Gall could tip the balance in his favour. Either way
Sir Sean’s sin of parading New York dressed in kilt and tartan
tie will not be repeated.

Our worry about builder Richard’s selection would be of
him admiring the skyscrapers as he marches down Fifth
Avenue and thinking: ‘Hmm, maybe we could get more
residential units on Heathercroft.’

� � �

CHARLIE’S Challenge 2007: It’s St Valentine’s Day on
Tuesday and for the romantics among you the Mod
Father has come up with handy  phrases when dining
out: ‘The menu, please’ - An clar-bidh, le’r toil’(Uhn
claar-bee, lair tol); ‘Another bottle of red wine, please’ -
‘Botal eile de dh’fhion dearg, l’er toil’ (bot-il ail-ual de
yeen jer - ak, lair tol) and finally: ‘I haven’t enough
money’- ‘Chan eil airgiod gu leoir agam’ (Cham ail er-
ik-uhd gu lyanr ak-am).

Perhaps you could make it a romantic weekend break
to Ullapool where on Friday evening, February 10, in
the Harbour Lights Hotel there is a ceilidh to raise funds
for the Royal National Mod 2007 in the Gearasdan.

Singers are Ian MacKay, Dena Graham and Charlie
MacColl and among the artistes will be Kenny John on
accordion and piper Calum MacColl.

Last week’s Mod Lotto numbers were 1-3-7. No winner
so the jackpot stands at £400.

Lochaber Past Times - from the
archives of The Oban Times

100 years ago
AN ADVERTISEMENT for a ‘Smoking Concert’ had us
thinking of how times have changed but reading the
correspondence to the editor in the first few weeks of 1906
made us realise that some things, such as human nature,
remain constant.

Mrs Cameron-Lucy, Lady Superior of the Burgh, had put
out an appeal to raise subscriptions for a memorial to the
late Lochiel. Her scheme was universally popular but her
suggestion that it should take the form of a clock with
chiming bells on the tower of Duncansburgh Church proved
controversial.

Many correspondents believed a memorial hall within the
burgh would be more appropriate. However, a contributor
claimed that Corpach, the capital and seaport of Lochiel’s
territory, needed a hall and pier and that either of these would
be a more appropriate memorial. Fast-forward 100 years and
you have the waterfront debate.

Brae Lochaber, with seven MacDonalds, four MacIntoshs
and one MacArthur, had a 3-2 away victory over Oban to
qualify for a Camanachd Cup semi-final tie against Kyles
Athletic.

A link with the past was severed by the death in London
of Mrs Christina MacDonell of Keppoch, aged 89 years.
She was a great-grandaughter of the famous Keppoch of the
’45 who was killed at Culloden.

40 years ago
MORE than 300 people witnessed what was claimed to be
the first wrestling tournament in the Town Hall, Fort William.

A A Cameron might have had something to say about that.
Adding to the spectacle in the ring was the spontaneous

wit of the crowd. For instance, when the last bout of the
evening looked as if it might be over in a few rounds, a
well-known merchant shouted to the wrestlers: ‘Don’t finish
it off yet, we’re too early for the buses!’

Hugh MacKenzie, on behalf of Fort William Merchants’
Association, made a presentation to Hugh MacGillivray to
mark his retirement and closure of his long-established
grocery. Many a local youth earned pocket money working
as a message boy for Hughie as did those who worked for
Coopers, MacDonald Bros etc.

The message boy, who has suffered the same fate as the
Dodo, was a popular member of the gang hut for the
provisions they were able to supply.

With reunions all the rage, perhaps the old High Street
message boys should reconvene for a lavish meal of cold
beans and broken biscuits.
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Court hears Fort William heroin addict ‘stuck nose up’ at sheriff

attempted to claim helped
alleviate anxiety.

Sheriff Small told Brown
he would have to make
serious strides to tackle his
drug addiction. He said: ‘If
he doesn’t, I will sentence
him to prison. Some people
will feel I am failing in my
duty by not sending him to
prison today.’

Sentence on Brown was
deferred until February 23
for a social inquiry report
and a doctor’s report.

There is an underlying drug
addiction and that is
heroin.’

Sheriff Small said he was
‘completely baffled’ as to
why Brown had re-offended
so quickly.

Mr Melrose said his client
had attempted to make an
appointment to see his
doctor after his first court
appearance but was not
given a date until the
following Wednesday. He
said the drugs Brown had

extraordinary’ and that he
had ‘stuck his nose up’ at
Sheriff Small. ‘The New
Year thefts all occurred
between two hours on
January 1. He got into his
car and drove around these
premises in broad daylight.
Quite obviously he was
spotted, he made a full
admission. He is 43 with a
virtually unblemished
background. It is absolutely
extraordinary that he then
completed this offence.

Procurator Fiscal Andrew
Laing said the suspicions of
the pharmacist were raised
because Brown’s forged
signature was ‘not
particularly good’ so she
called the police.  The
prescription sheet had been
stolen by Brown on his New
Year break-ins.

Brown pled guilty to
forging the prescription and
defence agent Hamish
Melrose said his client’s
actions were ‘absolutely

possession of cannabis.
Sheriff Douglas Small
deferred sentence on Brown
until October 19 so he could
get treatment for his
addiction to heroin and
make good the damage he
caused.

But on January 27 Brown
presented a prescription in
Boots in Fort William for
diazepam and
dihydrocodeine, signed in
the name of ‘Dr D J
Tangey’.

On January 1, merchant
seaman Brown broke into
Lochaber Mica in Caol,
Fads in Fort William as well
as the town’s Craig Nevis
and High Street surgeries -
all in the space of two
hours. He stole a quantity
of drugs, a digital video
multiplex recorder worth
£750 and caused £2,500
worth of damage.

On January 26 he
admitted breaking into the
four premises and

JUST a day after having his
sentence deferred on four
different New Year drugs
thefts, a Fort William man
attempted to fool a
pharmacist with a forged
prescription for drugs.

Fort William Sheriff
Court heard last week how
Kenneth George Brown,
aged 43, of 69 Lochaber
Road, Fort William, had
carried out a number of
break-ins on New Year’s
Day.

Gaelic board

joins Morar

school row

POLISH, Latvian and English speaking
workers from all over the world can now
refer to a welcome pack designed to help
them get to grips with working life in
Lochaber.

The Lochaber Migrant Workers’ Forum
is behind the booklet which is available in
English, Polish and Latvian, with the latter
two languages reflecting the number of
workers from the two countries in
Lochaber.

Hilary Hemm, migrant worker adviser
for Lochaber CAB, said: ‘There was an
awareness there was a need to support
migrant workers to Lochaber. We have had
workers in here asking anything from how
to obtain a national insurance number to
questions about housing.’

The welcome packs will be available in
Fort William, Mallaig and Kinlochleven
libraries, council service points, Lochaber
Enterprise and at Lochaber CAB.

A welcome to Lochaber

Lochaber CAB’s Hilary Hemm with the welcome booklets. f06cab01

THE DRIVER of a car
which crashed at high speed
into a Glencoe petrol
station after an overtaking
manoeuvre went wrong
was convicted of careless
driving at Fort William
Sheriff Court last week.

Daniel Cameron was
driving to Glasgow on
September 2 2005 on the
A82  when he pulled out to
overtake a car which was
turning right into Claymore
Filling Station.

Cameron, aged 31, of 18
Banff Crescent, Fort
William, crashed into the
diesel pump after trying to
avoid Mr Whyte who was
driving a Land Rover and
trailer. Cameron denied
careless driving and said he
had only started to overtake
because there was no
indication from Mr Whyte.

Witness Neil Sutherland
had just been dropped off at
the Glencoe Hotel by Mr

Whyte. He told the court: ‘I
noticed this car and saw he
was flying. The next thing
there was a right screech,
bang and clatter. We have
got three or four bad
junctions in our area and a
lot of cars come down the
glen at speed. It is
notorious.’

Mr Whyte, from Balla-
chulish, told Sheriff
Douglas Small that his
indicators had been
signalling he was turning
right.

Cameron told the court he
was travelling at 40-45 mph
before accelerating to
overtake but had to pull out
of the way when he was in
line with the trailer.  Mr
Laing said to him:
‘Overtaking on hazard
warning lines was
extremely foolish. You
accept what you did was
risky?’

Cameron replied: ‘I am

100 per cent certain that the
indicator wasn’t on. There
was nothing coming. I am
partly to blame because of
the overtaking but if he had
been indicating it wouldn’t
have happened either.’

Defence agent Alyson
Wilson said her client had
taken a ‘reasonable amount
of care’ in attempting to
overtake.

Sheriff Small told
Cameron: ‘I have little
option in finding you guilty.
The difficulty I have is that
in your evidence you
partially accepted the
accident was your fault.

‘It begs the question why
you should have overtaken
at all. The test which has to
be applied is whether you
were a ‘reasonably prudent
driver’.

Cameron was fined £350
and had his licence
endorsed with five penalty
points.

Fort man crashed

into petrol station

SCOTLAND’S national
Gaelic board is hoping a
decision not to make Lady
Lovat School at Morar an
all-Gaelic school can be
overturned.

Bòrd na Gàidhlig, based
in Inverness, says it is
disappointed with Highland
Council’s decision to move
the Gaelic-medium unit at
Lady  Lovat to Mallaig
Primary School from
August this year and
intends to meet the council
to discuss the matter fur-
ther.

Signals
Duncan Ferguson,

chairman of Bòrd na
Gàidhlig, said this sent out
mixed signals about Gaelic-
medium provision in the
Highland area, especially as
the same committee had
agreed to proceed with a
public consultation on
whether or not Sleat
Primary School in Skye
should become the first
dedicated Gaelic-medium
school on the island.

He said: ‘We are
disappointed that the
education committee is
recommending the Gaelic-
medium pupils be moved
from Lady Lovat to
Mallaig.

‘We would hope that the
full council will carefully
consider the educational
and linguistic benefits of an
all-Gaelic primary school
for the Arisaig, Morar and
Mallaig area. An impressive

and progressive Gaelic-
medium education system
exists in Scotland, and
access to this must be
expanded through a
consistent and considered
approach.’

Lady Lovat parents group,
Comann nam Parant, is to
take its campaign for an all-
Gaelic school at Lady Lovat
to ministers at the Scottish
Executive. Parents felt their
views had been ignored
throughout the council
consultation.

A statement by the group
said: ‘Considering that
Gaelic parents make up
around three quarters of
those with children at Lady
Lovat Primary and that not
one supported the outcome
that has ended up being the
council’s recommendation,
it would be difficult for
anyone to say that views of
the Gaelic parents have
been anything other than
blatantly ignored.’

Decision
Gaelic-medium parents

believe the council’s
decision goes against the
Scottish Executive’s
commitment to develop and
increase Gaelic-medium
education in Scotland and
that the proposed move
would have a negative
impact on Gaelic-medium
education in the area.

Mr Ferguson added that
under the terms of the
Gaelic Language (Scot-
land) Act 2005, Bòrd na

Gàidhlig had to prepare a
National Plan for Gaelic,
which must include a
national Gaelic education
strategy.

‘There is a strong call for
Gaelic education to be
included in the Act and we
have a duty to advise both
Scottish Ministers and
public authorities on this
fundamentally important
area,’ he said. ‘We hope to
meet the council to discuss
further the implications of
these decision and their
potential impact on the
local regional and national
development of Gaelic
medium education.’

The council considered
various options for Lady
Lovat including turning it
into an all-Gaelic school.
Now its Gaelic-medium’s
37 pupils will continue their
Gaelic education at
Mallaig.

Local councillor Charlie
King said he was in favour
of the move to Mallaig
where two unused
classroom could
accommodate the 37 pupils.
Of these, 25 presently travel
to Morar for education
through the medium of
Gaelic. A third classroom
could be made available if
numbers increased.

Councillor King said he
was confident there was
sufficient growth in the
Morar population to sustain
an English medium school
at Morar.

The glass plaque presented to Keith Dickson, supertintendent of Mallaig Fishermen’s Mission, in
memory of Hugh Allen.

Plaque unveiled to fishing stalwart

IT IS two years since the Scottish west coast fishing
industry lost a true stalwart with the death of Mallaig
and North West Fishermen’s Association secretary Hugh
Allen.

But his tireless work for the fishing industry is still
remembered and recently a plaque was presented to
Mallaig Fishermen’s Mission in memory of Hugh, who
lived at Cuil Bay.

A wooden seat, especially commissioned in Hugh’s
name, was placed outside the mission in Mallaig’s main
street after his death. It was unveiled by his widow
Bridget. Now a glass plaque has been presented to the
mission by John Willis, aged 16, who, with four other
colleagues, have completed a training course at Mallaig

Marine Training Centre. John was the youngest on the
course and was asked to present the plaque to mission
supertintendent Keith Dickson.

His four pals on the course included Inveraray-based
Susan Dyson, the first woman to complete the course,
which included a basic introduction to seamanship, rope-
splicing, fire-fighting, health and safety, net-mending and
first aid, lectures on care of catches and other subjects,
as well as half a day with Royal Yachting Association
instructor Mark Coombes in a rigid inflatable boat.

Hugh, who had two sons and a daughter, was a chairman
of the Fish Industry Training Association and was Mallaig
and North West Fisherman’s Association secretary for
11 years. He was 55 when he died.

Minister urges more

people to donate organs

HEALTH Minister Andy
Kerr says fewer lives would
be ended prematurely if more
people became organ donors.

Mr Kerr was speaking at
the launch of Scotland’s new
organ donation campaign.

He said: ‘More than 400
people in the UK die each
year while waiting for an
organ transplant, and many of
those are in Scotland. If you
join the organ donor register,
you could save a life. For
some people organ donation
is a big decision to
contemplate, for others there
is only one answer.

‘But if everyone out there

chooses to leave it to
someone else to donate, it
could be you or your loved
one that dies needlessly.’

Donor family repre-
sentative on the Scottish
Transplant Group Rosa
Murray welcomed the direct
approach.

She said: ‘Having been
involved in the decision of
allowing organs to be given,
I am increasingly aware that
the majority of people are
more likely to be in the
position of needing to receive
organs. This approach
reminds us all of our
responsibility to donate.’
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A VIEW FROM

THE TOWER

By McCAIG

Your letters

THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 words

in length for publication on this page. The editor also reserves

the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print them.

Names and postal addresses must be supplied, including

on e-mails, to indicate good faith. A daytime telephone

number is also required for verification. Anonymous letters

or those supplied without a contact telephone number will

not be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The Oban

Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5PY. Fax (01631)

568001. E-mail editor@obantimes.co.uk.

Oban Lochside shinty team -1937/38

This week we turn the clock back to the late 1930s with this photograph of Oban Lochside shinty team from 1937/38. It was
submitted by Miss M MacFarlane of Glencruitten Road, Oban. We would like readers to send in ‘Flashback’ photographs. Please

send prints to The Oban Times, ‘Flashback’ Photo, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Prints must be accompanied by a
caption, name and address, stamped addressed envelope and telephone number. Each month a photo will win £10.

Letters to the Editor
Telephone: 01631 568000

Fax:01631 568001
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB
e-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk www.obantimes.co.uk

‘See you at

the Mull

and Iona’

THERE is always a tendency
to look back, perhaps with
rose-tinted spectacles, and
the recent annual gathering of
the Glasgow Mull and Iona
Association was no different.

Chairman and compere as
well as accordionist for the
evening Charlie Kirkpatrick
looked back in his short
address to the islands when
he was young and in
particular mentioned those
who chose to holiday there
year after year.

Such was their attachment
to the islands that the words
‘see you at the Mull and Iona’
were frequently heard as they
departed back to city life.

If that was true for visitors
all those years ago why is it
not true for young people
today? Gatherings 50 years
ago would have capacity
crowds in large venues. They
were huge occasions to
celebrate the song and music
of our heritage.

If you have been reading
this column over the past few
weeks you will have learned
that the future of our music
has never been so assured.
Throughout the length of the
land more and more
youngsters are learning the
Gaelic language and our
music is being played by
more people than ever before.

Yet the annual gathering
scene has seen remarkable
change or, should I say,
decline, in numbers
attending. Mind you where
there is a dance to follow
tickets will be in great
demand as if the dance is an
event not to be missed. Why
is the concert part of the
evening not one to be
missed?

These are some of the
thoughts Charlie left us with
at this year’s gathering which
was deserving of a far better
attendance.

It was partly an in-house
list of artistes with piper
Calum MacDougall and
singers Janet Campell and
Duncan MacDonald from
Mull being joined by Mary
MacMillan, Seumas Camp-
bell and Largs Gaelic Choir
Folk Group.

Everyone performed well
in an excellent concert.

Charlie made a great job of
directing the evening with his
humorous anecdotes and
gifts to mark the occasion
were presented to Charlie
and his wife Joanne by Ailidh
and Calum MacKichan
whose dad David is president
of the association.

Traditional

fayre

AN EXCELLENT crowd
attended the Scot’s Night
held recently in St Columba’s
Church and they were well
entertained and fed.

Perhaps if we are looking
to attract young people to our
functions, as I suggested
earlier in the column, we
should try route one. Promise
them a good feed and they
will be queuing at the doors!

And who better to show us
how to do it than the ladies
of St Columba’s?

With Alasdair MacDougall
in the chair, the minister
piping, Mairi MacArthur
singing, Margaret Jordan and
Jean Gillan in charge of
poetic input and Charlie
Kirkpatrick and Norma
MacDougall in charge of
music nowhere else could
you get such entertainment
with great food thrown in.

Lewis and

Harris

DESPITE it being that time
of year there was no haggis

and neeps for the Glasgow
Lewis and Harris
Association.

No, it was real Lewis
traditional fayre, buntata’s
sgadan, washed down with
songs from young Eilidh
MacKenzie and the not quite
so young Calum MacArthur.
Melodeon music was
provided by Murdo John
MacLeod in what was a most
enjoyable evening.

The demand for such
evenings takes me back to my
youth and the long summer
holidays each year in Lewis
when a van visited the village
with only herring and kippers
for sale. Herring were bought
in 20s together with several
pairs of kippers and, from
memory, it seemed the van
was visited most days. What
would today’s medical
experts make of it as they
recommend we increase our
consumption of oily fish
while at the same time reduce
our salt intake?  Perhaps our
ancestors had the balance
right!

Welcome

aboard

CAROLE MacLean,
currently a senior research
officer in the Leirsinn
research centre in Skye, has
been appointed by An
Lochran to take over as
project director from
Kenneth Thomson.

Carole, with a background
in higher education and the
media, is well qualified for
this post and An Lochran is
confident she can provide the
leadership, drive and
expertise needed to help
them achieve their aims of
establishing a Gaelic cultural
centre in the city and
implementing its recently
launched Gaelic Arts
Strategy.

We wish Carole well in her
new post.

Diary dates

Thursday February 9:
Gaelic Service, Partick
Downvale Church, Dowan-
hill Street, Partick, 7.30pm.
Friday February 10:
Clydebank Highlanders
Association, ceilidh, Lesser
Town Hall, Clydebank,
7.30pm. Perth Gaelic
Society, lecture/ceilidh, St
Matthew’s Chuch Hall, Tay
Street, Perth, 7.30pm.
Saturday February 11:
Glasgow Argyll Association
buffet dance, Hillhead
Sport’s Club. Tickets from M
Ross 0141 956 5765 or C
Douglas 0141 639 4665.
Paisley Highlanders Asso-
ciation, Burns ceilidh,
7.30pm, Elderslie Village
Hall, Glenpatrick Road,
Elderslie.
Friday February 17:
Kilmarnock Highlanders
Association, ceilidh, Holy
Trinity Church, Irvine Road.
St Columba’s Church,
ceilidh, in conjunction with
Oban friends, church hall,
7.30pm.
Saturday February 18:
Glasgow Skye Association
Buntata’s Sgadan, Partick
Burgh Hall, 7.30pm.
Glasgow Lewis and Harris
Association, ceilidh, Partick
Burgh Hall, 8pm.
Highlanders Club, dance,
Partick Burgh Hall, 8pm.
Clann Gaidhlig, ceilidh/
dance, Glen Halls, Main
Street, Neilson, 7.30pm.

Pub scene

IN THE Park Bar this
weekend the music will be
provided by Gary Forrest on
Friday and Campbell Brown
and Johnnie Scoular on
Saturday and Sunday and in
the Islay Inn it will be
Firebird on Friday and Tir
Connel on Saturday.
Neil Murray, telephone
0141 954 8105. Email
neilfmurray@yahoo.co.uk.

GLASGOW LETTER

WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all
our reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that,
on occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of
producing the biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors
in print. If you find an error of fact on our pages please write to
The Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34
5PY giving your day-time telephone number where possible.
This statement of policy will appear on this page every week
along with any corrections or clarifications.

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’
Commission’s Code of Conduct.

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily
those of this newspaper.

press policy

Pursuing

infidels

DRAMATIC pictures in the
press and on television have
given full coverage of the
actions of a tiny minority of
the zealots of Islam who are
just as intolerant as our
Christian ancestors of
centuries gone-by.

We conveniently forget
that these Christians were
much more vicious than the
Islamic mobs that have
raised fires in cities around
Europe. Their posters may
have demanded death,
butchery and disembow-
elling but where was
burning at the stake, stoning
to death, drowning in ponds
and beheading?

 All these atrocities were
commonplace in the
Middle Ages, before them
and subsequently. And the
powerful Christians of the
day condoned every one of
them.

Don’t think I approve of
what these mobs have done
and will no doubt continue
to do. But we cannot take
the moral high ground
today as these whipped-up
mobs are only doing what
similar mobs did
throughout Europe in past
centuries. The perfervid
literal defence of Islam
today is what we did in
times past and, in some
cases, still do in the name
of Sabbatarianism in the
Western Isles.

If you think that is
overstating the case
consider this: an artist
friend took a cottage in
Gairloch to carry out a
series of commissions,
hung out his washing on a
Sunday and found himself
sent to Coventry for the rest
of his stay. I myself was told
off as a schoolboy for
sailing a boat across Oban
Bay on a Sunday afternoon
after being to church in the
morning.

You may think these
examples are trivial
compared to what is on-
going in London,
Copenhagen and Oslo. Yes,
they are, but the root cause
is the same, and is in the
name of religion. Don’t
believe that evangelicals in
Christianity are any less
intolerant than those of
Islam. The difference is that
they are now more
sophisticated than were
their predecessors. They
accept that they need ‘free
speech’ to be able to put
over their intolerant
message but would love to
curb it to prevent criticism
of their tenets of faith.

This is exactly what the
ignorant mobs who are on
the rampage over a few
crude cartoons want to do
but don’t understand that
might is not always right.

The good news...

PRESS evenings hosted by
Argyll and Islands
Enterprise have often been
tales of gloom and doom,
but not the one that took
place last week.

Ken Abernethy, chief
executive, has often had to
stand criticism from me and
my colleagues at what we
perceived to be his local
enterprise company’s
failure to achieve more
jobs, thus lower

unemployment, and start up
new businesses to reverse
the brain drain that has
bedevilled the Highlands
and Islands for as long as I
can remember.

Well, he certainly had
good news about both of
these.

Campbeltown, Argyll’s
unemployment blackspot,
now has only 2.7 per cent
of those claiming
jobseeker’s allowance still
without a job.

There are new businesses
starting up and there are
those that have been around
for some years, expanding
and taking on new staff.

There’s one that now
employs nine PhDs,
indicating the academic
skills required and the
salaries necessary to hold
on to them in a company
which is expanding rapidly
and profitably.

No-one should under-
estimate the importance of
the Scottish Association of
Marine Sciences lab-
oratories at Dunstaffnage as
their excellence is bringing
high quality employment to
the area.

However, I do criticise the
two objectors who have
stalled the construction of
the science park that is the
next step in gaining benefit
from the internationally
renowned research that
SAMS is doing.

Perhaps they should pay
attention to Ken’s closing
words: ‘Those who come to
live in Argyll and the isles,
having made their fortune
elsewhere, should not
attempt to stand in the way
of progress that will benefit
whole communities.

‘There is now no place for
those who come to an area
and attempt to freeze it in a
time warp.’

The bad news

TODAY Councillor Allan
Macaskill will tell his
colleagues and Council Tax
payers in Argyll and Bute
that he is going to have to
increase that tax by more
than the rate of inflation and
the 2.5 per cent First
Minister Jack McConnell
has demanded.

If the latter wishes to
know just how
impoverished Argyll and
Bute really is he should
note there is a dirty great,
unfilled pothole at the entry
to the council headquarters.

Fears that started on the
day Henry McLeish, the
then First Minister,
announced he would
implement the recomm-
endations of the Sutherland
Report on full personal care
have come home with a
vengeance. His executive
colleagues knew there
wasn’t the cash to give to
the local authorities to do
so. Even worse, the demand
has increased dramatically.
But should we be paying
people to take others for
walks as we appear to be
doing? That wasn’t in Lord
Sutherland’s Report and
should be carried out by
volunteers who are so high
profile currently.

dèanamh cinnteach gum faigh iad an cothrom
a bhith ioma-chànanach a’ bharrachd le bhith
ag ionnsachadh cànan no dhà eile mar a tha
iad a’ gluasad suas anns an sgoil mar a tha a’
tachairt le an comhaoisean ann an
dùthchanan eile.

Nach iomadh neach a tha a’ lorg phàrantan
an-diugh nach do dh’ionnsaiach iad Gàidhlig
dhaibh - gu leòr dhiubh ga ionnsachadh nan
inbhich airson brath a ghabhail air na
cothroman obrach a tha a-nis ann dhàibh ma
tha Gàidhlig aca.

Phrases

A’ leughadh mun aimhreit a th’ air ceann a
thogail - reading about the dispute that has
arisen. Ciamar a tha cuid a phàrantan a’
faicinn dà-chànanas mar dhuilgheadas - how
some parents see bilingualism as a problem.
An àite bhith ga fhaicinn mar chothrom -
instead of seeing it as an opportunity. A’
chlann a’ faighinn am foghlamachadh ann
am mion-chànan na dùthcha - the children
being educated through the medium of the
country’s minority language. Glè thric bha
iad ioma-chànanach - frequently they were
multilingual. Agus moiteil as an sgil a’
bharrachd - and proud of their skill as well.
An àite bhith air an toirt bho thaobh - instead
of being distracted. Bhiodh e cus na b’ fhearr
nan cuireadh iad an tàlantan - it would be
much better if they expended their energies.
Mar a tha a’ tachairt le an comhaoisean ann
an dùthchanan eile - as is happening with
their contemporaries in other countries.
Airson brath a ghabhail air na cothroman
obrach - to take advantage of the job
opportunities. Criosaidh Dick.

Sgoiltean Gàidhlig

A’ LEUGHADH mun aimhreit a th’ air ceann
a thogail, mar a bhios a’ tachairt bho àm gu
àm, a thaobh sgoiltean Gàidhlig, tha e an
còmhnaidh  a’ cur ionghnadh orm ciamar a
tha cuid a phàrantan a’ faicinn dà-chànanas
mar dhuilgheadas an àite a bhith ga fhaicinn
mar chothrom.

Agus an rud a tha a’ cur ionghnadh buileach
orm ’s e na pàrantan aig a bheil Gàidhlig iad
fhèin, mar is trice bhios ga fhaicinn mar
dhuilighdeas. Chan eil a’ chlann a’ dol a
bhith gun Bheurla ged a bhiodh iad a’
faighinn foghlam tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig.
Bidh iad, mar a theid iad suas anns an sgoil,
a’ faighinn leasain Bheurla, bidh iad a’ dol
dhachaidh gu telebhisean Beurla agus bidh
a’ Bheurla mun cuairt dhaibh anns an t-
saoghal a th’ ann.

Mus do leig mi dhiom mo dhreuchd
bhithinn a’ tadhal air bunsgoiltean ann an
dùthchanan eile anns an Roinn Eòrpa far an
robh  a’ chlann a’ faighinn am
foghlamachadh tro mhion-chànan na
dùthcha.  Chan e a-mhàin gun robh a’ chlann
seo dà-chànanach, a’ cleachdadh na mion-
chànan agus mòr-chànan na dùthcha, ach glè
thric bha iad ioma-chànanach agus moiteil
as an sgil a’ bharrachd.

An àite a bhith air an toirt bho thaobh a’
bruidhinn mu a bhith a’ toirt air clann bheaga
bhith a’ siubhal astair air bus is a leithid,
bhiodh e cus na b’ fhearr nan cuireadh iad
an tàlantan gu bhith a’ dèanamh cinnteach
gu bheil an cuid chloinne a’ faighinn a’
chothrom a thathar a’ tathann dhaibh a
thaobh dà-chànanas agus aig an aon àm

DE THA DOL?

Airport

money

concern

Sir,
I was surprised to discover
£75,000 was to be given to
Connel Airport from the
Oban Common Good Fund.

I feel a project of this size
should not be depending on
money from the Common
Good Fund. Is this a one-
off payment or is there
more to follow? Will such
a vast amount to one project
hinder smaller groups in
Oban from benefiting from
this fund?

Did changing the name
from Connel to Oban
Airport enable the trustees
to commit money from
Oban Common Good
Fund?
Roddy McCuish, Dalin-
tart Drive, Oban.

Mobile

library

support

Sir,
We, the undersigned elderly
residents of Appin, share
the dismay of last week’s
correspondents about the
proposed withdrawl of the
mobile library service.

This excellent service is a
source of great pleasure to
many people in this rural
area, adding quality to their
lives.

It is the only community
service provided by Argyll
and Bute Council beyond
the statutory police, fire and
educational service.

We have no public
transport to allow access to
the excellent library in
Oban.

We hope it is not too late
to reconsider this mean
proposal.
Kathleen McNicol, aged
89, Kilmoluag, Appin;
Beatrice Robinson, aged
92; Madge Riddet, aged
85; Chrissie MacNeill,
Helen Downie and
Catriona MacKenzie, to
name just a few.

Connel

Bridge

closure

Sir,
The closure of Connel
Bridge on January 30
caused massive disruption
to the lives of hundreds of
local people.

Many had to cancel
appointments, onward
travel plans had to be
abandoned and drivers,
including myself, had to
make a detour of 80 miles
or more through Glencoe to
get home.

The cost in time, expense
and inconvenience is
incalculable.

The following questions

come to mind: is there not
a structural engineer nearer
than three hours away to
check the bridge?

Should electrical cables
be attached to the
vulnerable outer girders?

Should BEAR Scotland,
the police or trunk road
authorities not have
contingency plans to allow
pedestrians or lighter
vehicles to cross?

The bridge was designed
to take a train and is greatly
over-specified for most of
the traffic that uses it. It
seems rather unlikely that a
collision at the outer end
would render the bridge
unsafe.

What is most
unsatisfactory of all is the
lack of information
available in these
circumstances for travellers
to decide what alternative
measures to take, a problem
that also arises when roads
are closed after traffic
accidents.
Professor John Blaxter,
Barcaldine.

More

information

needed

Sir,
On Monday January 30,
when Connel Bridge was
closed following an
accident, a hastily erected
temporary, printed sign at
the roundabout for the
Ballachulish to Oban road
stated: ‘Road ahead
closed’.

There was no mention of
Connel Bridge.

The word ‘Glengloy’ was
written in large indelible
pen underneath.

Glengloy is about 50
miles away from Connel
Bridge on the Achnacarry
road heading for Spean
Bridge, completely
opposite to Connel Bridge.

There was no indication
given as to how long the
‘road’ would be closed. It
was inevitable specialist
engineers would have to
attend, as this had occurred
in the past, therefore the
delay was going to be
considerable.

I spoke to several
motorists who said they
would wait as it might only
be for a short time.

In the evening one
motorist was on his way
from Appin to Oban via
Tyndrum, a round journey
of more than 100 miles at
considerable time and
expense, when a few
minutes later Radio
Scotland announced the
road would open for 15
minutes. This gentleman
would have been home in
half an hour if he had been
lucky enough to hear the
road report.

When such an incident
occurs surely BEAR
Scotland could supply the
proper location and, at the

very least, a rough guide as
to the probable estimated
time the road is expected to
be closed. Motorists could
then consider their options
and act accordingly.

Any tourists not familiar
with the area who had tried
to find Glengloy on a road
map near the Oban/Connel
road would have been
completely dumbfounded
with this mystery message.
Tom Kirsop, Polanach,
Appin.

Pushing the

limit

Sir,
I was amazed to read in
your columns of the people
who live ‘about 100 metres
after the end of the 40 mph
limit sign’ in Taynuilt
requesting the speed limit
be extended to their home.

They surely knew where
the speed limit ended when
they built their new house
yet still feel it appropriate
that the Scottish Executive
find the money to extend
the speed limit especially
for them.

If everyone who built a
house, or lives outwith the
speed limit, demanded the
zone be extended for their
convenience, where would
we be?

Will the Scottish
Executive just keep
extending speed limits to
individual demands or will
they just settle for the
national speed limit of
30mph to accommodate all
the other homes along the
A85.
Name and address
supplied.

CalMac

chairman

Sir,
A recent edition of The
Oban Times carried an
advertisement to recruit a
new chairman of state ferry
company Caledonian
MacBrayne Limited
(CalMac).

The previous appointee
was steeped in such
controversy that Dame
Fritchie was brought in to
report on complaints
surrounding the matter.

Finance Minister at that
time, one Jack McConnell,
promised to modernise the
appointment system in light
of the complaints.

Indeed, when Jack
McConnell became First
Minister he did what he
promised. The appointment
of his political opposite, in
the form of Lord Fraser, to
inquire into the Holyrood
building project neatly
neutered any potential cry
of cronyism.

When Jack McConnell
went on to appoint Kevin
Dunion as Scottish
Information Commissioner,
he demonstrated an inspired
decision. The fact that Mr
Dunion might be identified
by the name of his book
‘Troublemakers’ showed
the First Minister was doing
his best to avoid
accusations of appointment
of associates.

Mr Dunion has proven to
be scrupulously
independent and can by no
measure be regarded as a

government placeman.
This time around, might I

respectfully suggest the
First Minister avoids
appointing a civil servant
CalMac chairman? Might I
go further and recommend
Jack McConnell continues
his lead in independent
minded appointees?

Someone who started his
career in the Royal Navy
and rose to become one of
Britain’s best regarded
company doctors, Sir John
Harvey-Jones, would be
ideal. Unfortunately Sir
John, at 81 years of age, is
unlikely to want such an
onerous task. Fortunately
there are others with similar
qualities to Sir John from
whom Jack McConnell can
choose.

Even those who are
against the monopoly
principal that CalMac
operates under recognise
that Caledonian Mac-
Brayne Limited requires
the best leadership to put a
most compelling EU
tendering case at what is a
make or break stage in the
company’s existence. The
choice will affect the lives
of hundreds of thousands
who live on and visit the
islands that CalMac ferries
serve.
Russ McLean, Coopers
Lane, Campbeltown.

Driving

debate

Sir,
There are two classic
misunderstandings on the
part of JG Tanner in a recent
letters page.

There is no ‘policy’ on
slow driving in Strathclyde
Police contrary to
Councillor MacIntyre’s
letters and there are no
statistics to back up their
arguements, which proves
the original writer’s point.

JG Tanner can travel at
whatever speed he/she
chooses, as long as the rest
of us can make what is
known in the driving test as
‘proper progress’. That is
proper progress at the speed
I choose, in the conditions
as determined by me,
according to my ability and
according to my modern car
with adequate braking
system.

My modern car can stop
in 200ths of the distance JG
Tanner’s horse drawn
vehicle with wooden brake
blocks can stop in.

JG Tanner wants the roads
to have a speed limit of 40
or 50mph but, in fact, they
have a speed limit of
60mph.

This sounds like yet
another case of the
‘politically correct police’
coming over the hill waving
the banner of the ‘we know
best brigade’. It looks like
they exist on the Mull of
Kintyre as well as the Isle
of Mull.
A Buttree, Ardrishaig
Lochgilphead.

Cautious

drivers to be

welcomed

Sir,
As an elderly reader of The
Oban Times, I also have

been appalled at the
irresponsible views
expressed on driving.

Having travelled
extensively in the west of
Scotland, I now find this
can be far from pleasant at
times as a result of the
attitude of certain drivers
and can only agree with Mr
Tanner’s comments.
Tom Dalgleish, Sym-
ington, Ayrshire.

Entice more

pensioners

to town

Sir,
I write to you as a pensioner
with a reminder to all hotels
in Oban.

Pensioners will be using
their free travel on Scottish
buses throughout Scotland
this year.

It would be nice if hotels
offered them holidays
between £25 and £30 a day
for dinner, bed and
breakfast, not more than the
£40 mark. Also, they should
stop charging a single
person extra for a room.
R Johnston, Edinburgh.

A dog is for

life...

Sir,
Despite all the festive
warnings, families will
have received puppies or
dogs as gifts this Christmas.

Dog welfare charity
Dog’s Trust asks that all
new dog owners take time
to think about our famous
slogan ‘A Dog is for Life,
not Just for Christmas’.

Organisations such as
Dogs Trust are the ones that
have to pick up the pieces
when last year’s Christmas
present becomes this year’s
obligation. So please take
time to train your new dog
and make sure he/she stays
with you for life.
Clarissa Baldwin, Chief
Executive Officer, Dogs
Trust.

FROM last week, all NHS Argyll and Clyde premises
and grounds became smoke free areas.

What is perhaps more surprising is that it has taken so
long for this to happen. Given the volume of detail posi-
tively linking smoking, and passive smoking, to illness
and resultant deaths, should this restriction not have been
implemented a long time ago.

Despite strong commercial opposition to the Scotland-wide
March 26 ban on smoking in enclosed public places, statis-
tics released this week show smoking-related illness cost-
ing the taxpayer more than £12 million per year in Argyll
and Clyde alone.To the smoker the cost can be  higher. In
the words of retired chief medical officer Dr Mac
Armstrong:‘Everyone has to die, but smokers die earlier.’

The true cost of cigarettes
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Lochaline
concern, various eye-
witnesses stated, was to get
quotes and pictures of the
rather bewildered
newcomers to the mainland
of Scotland.

One of them, the late
Lachie MacDonald who
was interviewed often over
the succeeding years, said:
‘There was an awful lot of
journalists there, and most
of us who had come from
St Kilda were very annoyed
with it. As far as I could
make out, they were
thinking that we were odd
folk who did not know
anything; more like wild
animals or something like
that.’

The other nine islanders
continued on the Harebell
to Oban from where they
were dispersed to other
parts of the mainland.

Of the 37 people who left
St Kilda in 1930, only three
are alive today, none of
whom now live in Morvern.

However, society
members and her friends in
Morvern were delighted to
welcome Lachie Mac-
Donald’s widow, mainland-
born octogenerian Nancy,

Morvern

Heritage

Society

MEMBERS of Morvern
Heritage Society recently
held their most ambitious
project to date when they
presented an evening of
illustrated talks to
commemorate the 75th
anniversary of the
evacuation of St Kilda and
the subsequent settlement
of most of its people in
Morvern.

A large audience packed
Lochaline hall and heard
that on Monday August 29
1930, 28 of the island’s
former inhabitants landed at
Lochaline. They were
welcomed by many local
people, who crowded the
pier, and a baying throng of
newspaper reporters and
photographers whose only

who had travelled down
from Fort William for the
occasion.

Various aspects of life,
work, health and the
transition to Morvern were
presented by Mary Barnes,
Faith Raven, Alistair
Scoular and Dr Douglas
Watt while the natural
history and archaeology of
St Kilda was covered by
Donald Kennedy and Dr
Jennie Robertson.

The evening ended with a
presentation about the
present-day management of
the archipelago by Susan
Bain of the National Trust
for Scotland.

Community

council

MORVERN Community
Council held its annual
general meeting in
December.

Vice chairman Kate
Cruickshank gave a
detailed account of the
council’s activities over the
past year.

Probably the most notable
event was the council’s first
meeting to be held in
Drimin Hall, attended by 23
local residents, the highest
attendance by members of
the public at all of the
monthly meetings.

The community council
again organised the
Chirstmas lunch for senior
citizens in Ardtornish
House.

The catering was provided
by the highly acclaimed
Whitehouse Restaurant in
Lochaline, described by the
Independent on Sunday as:
‘One of the best and
remotest restaurants in the
country’.

Entertainment on acco-
rdion was provided by
Larry Byrne from Loch Eil-
side.

Development

company

MOVERN Community
Development Company
also held its annual general
meeting in December when
the company’s development
officer Eleanor Brown
summarised recent
activities.

She said that the
Lochaline diesel and petrol
pumps continue to provide
a lifeline service to
Morvern.

She stated that plans for
an 80-berth marina on the
west side of Loch Aline had
been down-sized and the
company is now looking in
to the potential for a visitor
pontoon with shore services
just south of the Tarmac
pier.

Should this venture come
about, it would have the
advantage of being much
closer to village amenities
than the former marina
proposal.

Despite a world-wide e-
mail campaign opposing
plans for a sawmill with
two community workshops
at the Keil camp site close
to Keil Church and
cemetery, the company
hopes planning permission
will be granted.

The purpose of the
sawmill is to process the
thousands of small rounds
of timber which are left in
Morvern’s extensive forests
following harvesting.

Plans for Knock Park Golf
Course have also been
lodged with the planning
authorities on behalf of
Morvern Golf and Sports
Association, while in
conjunction with Morvern

Community Woodlands
Association and Morvern
Woodlands Project, the path
through Coille à Challtain
hazel wood from Torr-na-
faire then down below the
war memorial towards the
ferry terminal, passing
through one of Lochaline’s
most scenic areas, has been
completed, concluded Mrs
Brown.

School

panto

HEADTEACHER Keith
Adams and the 21 pupils of
Lochaline Primary School,
played to a full house when
they presented their end-of-
term pantomime Jack and
the Beanstalk in Lochaline
Hall.

It was an evening of
comedy and great costume
changes which, with the
sale of home-baking,
contributed by parents and
friends, considerably
boosted school funds.

Generous

Morvern

THE PEOPLE of Morvern
- adult population 290 -
have again responded
magnificently to the two
annual major fund-raising
events in the area.

Last August, Lochaline
Social Club’s barbecue with
stalls raised £1,303 for
Highland Hospice while in
November, Lochaline Hotel
presented Children in Need
with a cheque for £1,111
following a quiz night and
auction.

Glenorchy

PRESIDENT Valerie
O’Brien welcomed seven
members to the January
meeting held in the church
hall, Dalmally.

Lynn Fountain, the
demonstrator, spoke of the
various articles she had
made since gaining her City
and Guilds certifcate many
years ago. Dress making,
soft furnishings and how to
make pockets were all
demonstrated. Books and
photographs of curtains and
drapes were circulated and
members had many
questions.

Tea was served and Ms
Fountain judged the
competitions as follows:
Photograph of winter: 1
Valerie O’Brien; 2 Helen
Gibson; 3 equal May
MacDougall and Kath
Martindale. Peg doll: 1
Helen Gibson; 2 Sandra
Boardman; 3 Valerie
O’Brien.

Kilmallie

LAST December, instead
of having a Christmas party,
members of Kilmallie
SWRI went out to lunch at
Lochaber College.

Everyone enjoyed a
delicious meal at a very
reasonable cost. Crackers
were pulled and presents
exchanged before everyone
left for home happy.

Kilmallie institute opened
the year with a first class
slide show of New Zealand
by Jim and Jean Cormack.
The slides were very good
and the scenery impressive.
As there was only time in
one evening to present
slides of South Island he
and Mrs Cormack have
promised to return and
show members slides of
North Island.

After the Cormacks had
been thanked and presented
with a small gift everyone
enjoyed tea prepared by Ina
Stevens and Joy
MacAllister, with Sheila
Sutton providing the
cheeseboard.

The competition for a
photograph of a winter
scene was won by Joan
Thomson with Morag
McKell second.

The raffle was won by
Mrs Sutton and Valerie
Metcalfe.

Salen

FOR THE first meeting of
2006, the Salen branch of
the Scottish Women’s Rural
Institute (SWRI) welcomed
Jane Latimer who gave a
talk and demonstration on
traditional Japanese
embroidery.

Jane is a graduate of the
Kurenai-Kai Community
which hands down the
traditions of this discipline
to people today.

Japanese embroidery is
taught over ten phases from
basic stitches to the entire
range of 46 techniques
culminating in the
execution of a special work
designed to incorporate all
the skills.

Jane brought along her
graduation piece for
members to see and then
demonstrated some of the
basic stitches which
members were encouraged
to try for themselves.

Anne Cleave was the
winner of the fatless sponge
and handmade loaf
competitions.

Killin

AN INTERESTING and
entertaining demonstration
of Eastern dancing
followed by a talk on the
culture was given by Ann
McLaughlan at a recent
meeting of Killin institute.

The president, Yvonne
MacPherson, thanked
Jenny Huntley and Sheena
Chisholm for taking the
crafts to Perth and making
a lovely job of the
federation window display.

Thanks were expressed to
Jane Anderson and her rink
who represented Killin in
the area curling.

Congratulations went to
Ellen Stewart who won the
Marjorie Finlayson Salver
for her apple tart at the
group meeting at Dull.
Anne Watson came second
and Bunty MacGregor third
with their baby bonnets.

The branch will receive
£75 for supplying
refreshments at the
Breadalbane Tourism Day.

Competitions: Turkish
Delight: 1 Ellen Stewart; 2
Margaret Galloway; 3
Jenny Huntley.

Fine scarf: 1 Jane
Anderson; 2 Janet
MacLean; 3 Jenny Huntley.

Around the Rurals

Colonsay
Your correspondent is
Andrew MacGregor

Supper fun

ON SATURDAY January
28, Colonsay celebrated the
birth of Robert Burns in
traditional style.

More than 50 people sat
down to a splendid supper.

The proceedings were
presided over by Angus
MacPhee and the Selkirk
Grace offered by Donald
McAllister Senior. The
haggis was brought in by
Don MacLeod and John
Clark. Esme Marshall
addressed the haggis in
Burns’ immortal words.

After the meal, the toast
to the Immortal Memory
was proposed by Seamus
McNeill, who also
proposed the toast to The
Land We Live In. Mike
McNicholl proposed the
Toast to The Lassies to
which Netta Titterton
responded.

Everyone then settled
down to an evening of
singing and dancing with
music provided by Donald
McAllister Junior and Jim
McLaughlin.

Thanks went to Ross
Moodie, head cook, the
ladies who helped him and
May McKinnon and others
for donations of neeps and
potatoes.

The hotel

ONCE again the hotel, now
officially called The
Colonsay, is being
refurbished.

During the work the
normal bar is closed but
another small bar has been
established in what is
normally the residents’
lounge so that features
including the quiz night and
the Sunday afternoon
domino sessions can
continue.

LISMORE Hall was packed
to capacity and had a great
atmosphere for another
very enjoyable Burns
supper hosted by Beth
Campbell and Tony
McLarney.

The evening started on a
sad note with a toast to the
life of  Peter Buchanan,
who died in July, who had
played such a large part in
last year’s supper.

Jack Scorgie of Appin got
the supper under way with
the Selkirk Grace and after
the soup Freda MacGregor
gave her spirited and
intelligent rendition of Tam

o’ Shanter with many
joining in. Angus
Nicholson then piped in the
haggis which Jack Scorgie
addressed with great style.

It fell to Bob Hall to
propose a toast to the
Immortal Memory after he
had led everyone through
Burns’ short but brilliant
life as a man of letters and
a great deal more. There
was another chance to hear
the splendid piping of
Angus Nicholson after the
Cranachan and Freda
entertained with a piece
about Scotland in Burns’
day and Scotland now. Packed tables at Lismore’s Burns Supper.

Lismore celebrates Burns night in style

SOROBA Community Enterprise Ltd has
been launched with the aim of getting the
best out of life for the people of the district.

A company limited by guarantee, it does
not have a share capital but does have
charitable status and is a community
company owned and managed by the
community for the benefit of the
community.

Short term its plans are to get the most
out of the existing resources at Soroba
Learning Centre; long term it is looking
towards the community centre which is to
be newly built.

A steering group was set up in September
last year and all its hard work came to
fruition when a board of directors was
elected. Roy Clunie was project manager
through Imani Enterprise Ltd and has
helped manage funding from the EU,
which was matched by Argyll and Bute
Council to help get the project up and
running.

‘Oban already has two other successful
community companies in Atlantis Leisure
and H20, Hope to Oban,’ he said.

The objectives of the company are to help
relieve unemployment by helping people

to find meaningful employment and thus
increase confidence and job skills.

In doing this the company seeks to
advance training, retraining and education
particularly among unemployed people by
providing  opportunities to train and learn.

Soroba Community Enterprise Ltd also
sees promoting the benefit of all
inhabitants of Soroba by working with
other authorities and voluntary
organisations as one of its objectives.

A draft business plan is already in place
and in the short term it will make
maximum use of the learning centre by
revising its opening hours and encouraging
more people to use its courses; work with
Soroba Young Family Group and project
to make the best possible use of the current
building and develop a crèche.

This is all with a long-term view of
providing top class premises and courses
in a new community centre to be built at
Soroba in conjunction with Argyll
Community Housing Association.

The company directors will now get
training and the company will adopt its
business plan and secure three-year
funding for the plan.

Community company

leads the way in Soroba

Meet the newly appointed directors of Soroba Community Enterprise Ltd,
back row, left to right: Andy MacCulloch, Angela Anton, Andy Harper and
Alison Harper. Front row: Karina Cameron, Marri Malloy, Tommy Owens

and Brian MacMillan. t05sor05

Appin
Burns Night

APPIN Gaelic Interest
Group welcomed 60 people
to its annual Burns Night
Supper in Port Appin Hall.

Doctor Iain McNicol was
a most efficient chairman,
making sure the evening
went to plan.

After a grand dish of
cockaleekie soup, Gavin
Davidson piped in the
haggis, carried by Hugh
Major, and presented it to
Jack Scorgie who gave the
traditional Address to the
Haggis.

During the meal everyone
was entertained by the
singing of Moira Thomson
of Appin and Cait McCul-
lagh, Lismore, with music
with Ann Barlow from
Taynuilt and Winnie
McNicol.

With the supper cleared
away by an efficient band
of waitresses, the company
was ready for Iain Weir who
gave a most inspiring
oration on The Immortal
Memory as shared on a wet
and windy day with the late
Bobby Brown.

Next up was Fiona Hunter
as she gave The Reply for
the Lassies.

Following the interval
there was a great surprise
when, once again, the
master of Burns Iain Weir
gave his rendition of Tam o’
Shanter. It is no wonder Iain
was in such demand by
Burns societies every-
where.

Moira gave the audience
Tam o’ Shanter’s Repost
and Geoff White The Land
We Live In.

Community

council

THE MAIN item on the
agenda at a recent well-
attended meeting of Appin
Community Council was
the Port Appin/Lismore
ferry.

Port Appin residents felt
that they had not been
included sufficiently in the
early deliberations to
enable their feelings to be
addressed.

Councillor Elaine
Robertson told the meeting
that at the moment the
matter rested with ministers
at the Scottish Executive.
They had the authority to
instigate a report and this
would enable everyone to
have their say before a final
decision was taken.

The meeting also
requested that Argyll and
Bute MSP George Lyon be
asked to pass on Appin’s
considerations to the
minister.

The community council
and the councillor are going
to approach the MSP to find
a suitable date when he
could attend a community
council meeting.

Rowan Club

THE ROWAN Club meets
every Thursday in Port
Appin Hall from 2 to 4pm
and is open to everyone in
the area.

Members feel that some
people may have the
impression it is only for
senior citizens.

If you fancy a game of
carpet bowls, bingo or a
quiz do call in.

For 50 pence you can join
any of the entertainments or
just enjoy a chat and a cup
of tea and perhaps meet
someone new.

Everyone is welcome to
join at any time and let club
organisers what they would
like to do.

Your correspondent
is Janet MacIntosh
01879 220585

Tiree

Festive fun

on Tiree

TIREE elderly and young
people were well served
with parties during the
Christmas season.

The parties committee
held a senior citizen’s
dinner for more than 100
guests.

A wonderful meal was
prepared by the An Talla
committee and enjoyed by
everyone, after which
excellent musical
entertainment was given by
talented singers Iona Brown
and Bernie Smith and
instrumentalists Gordon
and his band.

Soloists Mabel Mac-
Arthur, Lachie Cambell and
Duncan MacPhail also
entertained the company.

The chairman was Iain
Cameron whose son Steven
piped all the guests in.

The highlight of the
evening was the
presentation of gifts to Ann
Langley who, over 30
years, has been such a hard
working secretary, sending
out invitations for the
dinner.

How she knew when
someone had reached 60 is
a mystery.

Ann organised transport
and welcomed everyone as
they arrived. Fortunately
she is continuing as
secretary.

The children all enjoyed
their Christmas parties,
especially when Santa
arrived to hand out gifts.

Action

explained

OBAN headmaster Mr T
S Twatt sent out this
message to exam
candidates on Tuesday:
‘Work, revise and
improvise’.

Despite the ‘work to
contract’ action by
teachers, some members
of staff at Oban High
School agreed to meet
anxious parents at a
meeting organised by the
school’s Parent Teacher
Association on Tuesday
night.

In an effort to update the
effect EIS action is likely
to have on exam-marking,
Sandy Wilson, assistant
headmaster, explained
although last year the
system managed to
‘muddle through’ the
length of the dispute
means it cannot be
assumed to happen again
in 1986. The exam board
says only two-thirds of
exam markers will be

available this year.
Inevitably, exam results
will be delayed.

Inspector rules

ban was invalid

AN OFFICIAL inquiry has
backed Hugh MacColl of
Glencoe’s appeal against an
enforcement notice served
by Argyll and Bute District
Council which forbade him
to extract minerals from
Tralee Beach at
Benderloch.

The notice is now
quashed. The action began
in 1979 when the owner-
occupier of Croft 17 at
Tralee, Mr Sweeney,
applied to the Crofter’s
Commission for an
appointment of common
grazing on what was to
become the appeal site.

Mr MacColl objected and
pointed out that he had
applied to the Scottish Land
Court to resume the whole
of the common grazing land
for mineral extraction.

This resumption was
refused in 1982 and the

Commission approved the
apportionment and gave Mr
Sweeney grant aid to fence
off that land.

Region rejects

water talks

STRATHCLYDE Regional
Council has once more
disappointed the people of
Tiree over its water supply.

An invitation for an
engineering representative
from the council to attend
a public meeting in Tiree
seems to have been ignored.

The meeting was
scheduled to take place on
Monday but, rather than
attend, James Pattinson,
Divisional Engineer, wrote
to Jack Carter, chairman of
Tiree Community Council:
‘We have spent a great deal
of time and money in doing
our best to keep the supply
in reasonable condition.’

In his letter, which did not
acknowledge the invitation,
Mr Pattinson also refers to
storms in December which
affected the screen used to
filter water from the loch.

Helicopter

rumours

grounded

COASTGUARDS have
been quick to deny reports
in newspapers that any
firm decision will be made
next week on whether the
chartered helicopter at
Kyle will be upgraded for
search and rescue
purposes.

The helicopter, used at
the British Underwater
Technical Evaluation
Centre, Kyle, is presently
unsuitable for search and
rescue as she is not
equipped for winching or
night flying.

It has been argued that a
rescue helicopter would be
more useful based on the
mainland at Kyle than at
Benbecula or Stornoway.

However, no decision
will be reached until the
next UK Search and
Rescue Committee
meeting on April 29.
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 Dr Bev Arnold with one of her summer bowls.

Morar’s doctor crofter paints the natural world

A SERIES of hand-pained bowls by a Morar
crofter have been selected as one of the best
new products at this year ’s Scottish
International Trade Fair.

Morar crofter Bev Arnold has a shop at
Bracara above Loch Morar and said she was
‘proud’ that the judges picked her bowl as the
winner.

Judge Peter Hancocks said: ‘What I look for
in a product is instant visual appeal coupled
with commercial viability, plus usage.’

Bev paints any animal, insect, plant or bird
that a customer requests.

With her thermo hardening paint she produces
a product that is hand washable, durable and
will give many years of pleasure.

She has trade outlets in shops far and wide in
the UK, from Shetland to Norfolk.

On her working croft she looks after sheep,
chickens and ducks, and every spring looks

forward to the lambing of her Hebridean and
North Country Cheviot ewes.

Bev said: ‘I love working in this environment.
It is so inspirational to wake in the morning
and see a Sea Eagle fly past the window and
then paint it onto a glass.’

It was a love of natural history and the Scottish
Highlands that brought Bev Arnold to the shores
of Loch Morar to paint images of the natural
world onto glass and run a hillside croft.

Bev studied animal ecology at Stirling
University for seven years finally specialising
in the dynamics of bird flight.

She now channels this technical knowledge
with her artistic flair to paint images on glass.

She was brought up in a household where
summer weekends were spent on wild flower
weekends.

Her Mum, a field botanist with a doctorate in
botany, taught adults from Yorkshire to

Oxfordshire to identify and appreciate our wild
flora whilst her Dad took photographs of
flowers and butterflies. They produced several
books together.

Bev has used this background and her
technical knowledge of flower shape and
structure to produce a range of floral
illustrations that complement the glassware she
paints.

Hand Painted by Bev Arnold was established
in March 2002.

She aims to increase the product range each
year and this year sees the introduction of the
Four Seasons Bowl Collection.

Her most popular designs are Puffins and
Thistles which to date have outsold all other
designs. She loves the challenge of
commissioned designs and the company is well
placed to provide small or large quantities of
such creations.

‘Significant’

building

skills

shortage

OBAN Lorn Tourism
Association is aiming to
have a membership of more
than 200 and hopes the
forthcoming television
advertising campaign for
the area will encourage
applications.

With the amalgamation of
the area tourist board into
visitscotland, Oban Lorn
Tourism Association (OL-
TA) has had to relaunch
itself and its own
membership scheme as
previously it was linked
with area tourist board
membership.

‘We now have to establish

our own individual
membership but we are
well on the way to doing
that,’ chairman Bill
Matthews told a recent
meeting of OLTA at which
the new advert was also
shown. The 20-second
advert uses film shot by the
previous area tourist board,
so no money had to be spent
on filming, and shows
Lismore lighthouse, Oban
Bay, Ganavan, a ferry and
McCaig’s Tower among
other things with a voice
over by TV presenter Cathy
MacDonald.

The television advert is

part of an advertising
initiative by OLTA for this
spring, which is targeted at
the short stay market from
west central Scotland, using
the slogan ‘Oban, closer
than you think’.

Although OLTA was first
knocked back for a
Challenge grant from
visitscotland, it applied
again, with help from Joan
Inglis of the Oban Tourist
Information Centre, and
succeeded in gaining
£17,000. The whole
advertising campaign is
likely to cost £45,000, with
£30,000 of that on the

television advertisement,
which will include a couple
of prime time slots. There
will also be a poster
campaign running on the
Glasgow Underground and
a feature page in a national
newspaper.

Already OLTA is looking
towards its next Challenge
fund bid, for a second
webcam looking back to the
town to add to the web
camera overlooking Oban
Bay. This camera, which
can be seen on the OLTA
website, is one of the top 50
for ‘hits’ in the world.

Mr Matthews said OLTA

hoped that if the advertising
campaign was successful, it
would encourage more
people to join the
association, including some
of the bigger companies.

Visitscotland Area
Director James Fraser
congratulated OLTA for
gaining Challenge funding
and reminded members
they could apply for
funding as many times as
they wanted. Other projects
which received Challenge
fund grants are the Seafood
Trail from Oban to
Tighnabruiach and other
areas and the Kintyre Way.

New

tenant in

Biolitec

plant

A NEW company formed
to take advantage of the
boom in omega-3 and 6-
fatty acids has moved into
the former Biolitec Pharma
Ltd plant at Breasclate,
Lewis.

Equateq has bought the
state-of-the-art oil process-
ing and research centre at
Callanish in the Western
Isles to support its sister
company Equazen, which is
one of the driving forces in
the omega oil industry.

The industry is expected
to double in the next four
years and the centre will
both investigate new formu-
lations of the omega-3 re-
tail sector and manufacture
pharmaceutical-grade fatty
acid compounds.

Dr David Horrobin, the
late founder of Scotia Phar-
maceuticals who built the
Callanish plant in the
1980s, was the father of one
of the owners of Equazen
and Equateq, Cathra
Horrobin.

His son-in-law, Adam
Kelliher, co-owner and
chief executive of both
companies, says he wel-
comes the chance to invest
in the area and rebuild the
family connection with the
Western Isles.

‘The calibre of staff was
the deciding element that
made us commit to invest-
ing and we certainly have
no shortage of ideas for ad-
vancing fatty acid research,’
he said.

Western Isles Enterprise
Chief Executive Donnie
MacAulay said: ‘This is
fantastic news as it will
maintain this site as a phar-
maceutical research base
and important employer.’

Biolitec Pharma closed its
doors in July 2005, laying
off all staff and the plant
was facing being broken up
and auctioned.

Equateq and the enter-
prise company are to liaise
on the development of the
project and the employment
of all nine staff.
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THERE is still a significant
shortage of skilled workers
in the construction sector in
the Highlands and islands.

A survey carried out by
Highlands and Islands
Enterprise (HIE),
Highland Council and
Communities Scotland
has found that the shortage
will continue to rise for
the next five years.

Seventy-eight per cent of
employers who took part in
the study said they were
experiencing recruitment
difficulties and of those 17
per cent said it was
‘significant’.

Jobs
It is estimated £1.6 billion

will be spent on building,
repairs and maintenance in
the next five years, creating
a minimum of 943 full-time
equivalent jobs and
safeguarding 1,716 jobs.

The report has
recommended that a
strategy is devised to
address this issue; that the
public sector continues to
encourage employers to
take part in workforce
training and that public
contracts and tenders are
reviewed to encourage
smaller businesses to bid.

Buoyant
HIE’s director of

developing skills Alex
Paterson said: ‘This report
confirms the buoyant
construction sector in the
Highlands and islands, both
currently and into the
future.

‘While there has been a
growth in construction
skills training in recent
years, the development of a
construction and building
services strategy for the
region will provide a useful

vehicle for addressing
future challenges.’

Communities Scotland is
keen to see a strategy
developed as funding this
year alone for the area
stands at £38 million.

‘Alongside construction
at Portree’s Home Farm
development on Skye,
where 169 affordable
homes will be built over
10 years, on-site training
and apprenticeships are
being made available to
local people,’ said
Communities Scotland
area director David Nicol.

While the construction
sector accounts for seven
per cent of total
employment in the
Highlands and islands, 75
per cent of businesses in the
sector have an annual
turnover of less than
£250,000.

Funding package

for Argyll centre

ARGYLL College UHI’s
plans for a new construction
skills centre in Mid Argyll
can now progress, thanks to
the recent allocation of
European funding to the
project.

An award of more than
£346,000 from the
European Regional
Development Fund
completes the £1 million
funding package needed for
the centre.

The complete package
also includes contributions
of £195,000 from Argyll
and the Islands Enterprise,

just less than £100,000
from the Scottish (Further
Education) Funding
Council and £83,000 from
Argyll and Bute Council.

The centre will be in
Lochgilphead and will
provide training to national
standards for 32 apprentices
a year, which it is hoped
will ease the problem of a
local shortage of skills in
the construction industry.

A recent survey carried
out by the Construction
Industry Training Board
(CITB) showed 84 per cent
of Argyll building-trade

companies would use a
local training centre, as they
believed the biggest barrier
to business growth was the
current lack of skilled
labour.

Director of Argyll College
UHI Michael Breslin said:
‘I am delighted that we have
been able to pull this
funding package together.
The long list of funders, big
and small, shows the widely
agreed need for this facility.

‘Work on the design of the
training centre is continuing
and we hope to make a start
on site around May.’

CGL - your new one-stop solution

for ‘design, print and signs’

CGL CLUNIE Group Ltd is
delighted to announce that
it has acquired the business
of Sign & Design, as from
January 27.

In addition, Steve
Murphy, proprietor of Sign
& Design, has joined CGL
as operations manager with
responsibility for the
combined design, print and
sign operations that are
based in Oban at Lochside
Street and Lochavullin
Industrial Estate.

Sign & Design offers a
range of interior and
exterior sign and print
solutions complementary to

the design and print
operation at CGL which
provides a studio design
service through to printed
stationery, leaflets, posters
and booklets.

Stability
As a priority, Steve will

continue to manage the
Sign & Design work from
the existing Lochavullin
site in order to ensure
stability and ‘business as
usual’ for the Sign &
Design customers.

CGL Managing Director
Phil Brien said:
‘Alongside recent and
significant investment in

our Oban design and print
operation and new
Helensburgh showroom
store, this move represents
another exciting develop-
ment at CGL as we
continue to strengthen our
product and service
offering to businesses and
home offices throughout
Argyll,  the isles and
Lochaber.

‘The driving force behind
the acquisition was the
benefit it would bring to
both CGL and Sign &
Design customers, and
Steve and I look forward to
the opportunities ahead.’

SVQ success on Tiree

New eye tester

OBAN’S Specsavers has
new eye testing equipment
which determines the visual
quality of eyes. The
Phoropter holds the correc-
tive lenses in front of the eye,
instead of being placed on the
bridge of the nose while the
person looks at different
charts. Lenses are adjusted
until the charts appear clear.

A SURVEY into west of Scotland Norway lobsters,
nephrops, is being carried out by the Sea Fish Industry
Authority.

The idea is to find out the views of fishermen on the
state of the industry and to gauge the scale, nature and
impact of these issues. Fishermen are being encouraged
to take part in the survey which will look at the
management of this sector, locally and nationally;

sustainability  and maximising the value of catches.
Robertson Stevenson, chief executive of the West of
Scotland Fish Producers’ Organisation, said: ‘Without
their input, it will be much harder to resolve the issues
faced by the industry. I would encourage all fishermen
to take part in this important study.’

For further information or to take part contact Susan Anton
on 0131 524 8659 or e-mail: s_anton@seafish.co.uk.

West coast nephrop survey

Oban advertising campaign hopes

Tiree’s Amanda Maclean, second right, recently received a Scottish
Vocational Qulaifications (SVQ) Level 2 in Food and Drink Service. She is
one of a number of youngsters in the hotel and catering industry on Tiree

taking part in training through Argyll Training. Colin Cunningham, Argyll
Training, Oban, has been visiting Scarinish Hotel for 13 months delivering
SVQs to the hotel’s staff. Mairi Munn, Jenna Monaghan, second and third

left, and Sandra Maclean, right, are working towards their qualifications and
will be certificated later this year. They are all pictured with Laura

Alexander, left, also of the Scarinish Hotel.

EUROPEAN Commission plans to scrap
standard bottle sizes for whisky and
other spirits have been rejected by
MEPs.

There were fears that such a move
would have dramatically increased costs
for retailers and consumers and led to
unfair competition.

SNP president Ian Hudghton MEP, a

member of the parliament’s Internal
Market Committee which scrutinised the
plans, welcomed the decision.

‘This isn’t just good news for the
whisky industry, it also applies to the
wider spirits industry which is big busi-
ness in Scotland.

‘This might just call for a wee dram to
celebrate.’

Delight at whisky bottle victory

Chris Owen  and Diana Shellcock of Owen Sails with new partner John
Grant.

OWEN Sails’  business
partners Chris Owen and
Diana Shellcock have taken
on a new partner at the
Oban-based business.

John Grant,  who has
been with Owen Sails for
six years, has taken on
responsibility for the
management and delivery
of the covers, industrial
projects and sign side of
the business, looking after
a team of  two specialists
who travel throughout
Scotland, the North of
England and Northern
Ireland.

The business, which was
set up in 1985 by Chris
Owen and Diana
Shellcock, is now one of

the largest and most
efficient lofts in the UK,
employing 17 staff across
three different teams.

While John and his team
are now the most regularly
seen faces around the
marinas, Chris is free to
concentrate on advancing
the sail designs and
ensuring their optimum
success for clients.

Campaigns
He is presently involved

with a number of high
profile campaigns.

Diana Shellcock runs the
office, in the 7,500ft
purpose loft built in 2003,
with Kirsten and Sandra,
and is responsible for
marine and industrial sales,

marketing and overseeing
the financial aspects of the
business.

The business now
employs five staff in sails
production under the
guidance of Laura
Shellcock.

‘We are delighted to have
John on board as a partner
in the business.

‘We felt it important to
reflect the importance of
that side of the business for
which he has a major
responsibility and to offer
him the ideal incentive to
provide continual
improvements in growth
and efficiency.

‘John has shown over the
years that he shares our
commitment to excellence
for our customers,’ said
Diana.

John, aged  31, former
manager at Sign and
Design, is a very
experienced sailor, winning
prizes at major regattas on
the west coast of Scotland
- but also lists mountain
biking, running, surfing and
hairdressing among his
hobbies.

Forteith’s biggest

food trade fair
IT IS openly acknowledged
that the local economy in
the West Highlands and
Islands is significantly
dependent on tourism.

As such the ‘experience’
of visiting the area is
closely linked to good
‘quality food’ and the
‘service’ provided.

Forteith Foodservice has
been trading in the area
since 1955 and has acquired
an empathy for, and an
understanding of, the
pressures on local
independent retailers and
caterers in sourcing quality
products which are
supported by high levels of
service.

In order to satisfy this
need Forteith Foodservice

has organised its biggest
ever trade show which is
open to trade only and
includes a variety of local
and national companies.

Eighty per cent of the
companies will be featuring
food with 20 per cent
service related.

The inclusion of more
than 55 catering and retail
suppliers means there will
be many new products to try
and promotional offers for
both catering and retail
businesses. Forteith Food-
service recognises the
frustration of businesses in
the West Highlands area
travelling hundreds of miles
to attend the major national
trade shows only to find
many products are in reality

difficult or impossible to
obtain in this area.

The West Highland  and
Island trade show is
organised with this in mind.
Each supplier is carefully
selected for its ability to
offer quality products all
year round through Forteith
Foodservice.

The West Highlands and
Islands trade show is to be
held on February 15 and 16
at the Corran Halls, Oban.

Tickets are available on
request from Forteith
Foodservice, telephone
01631 569100, or visit
www.forteith.co.uk. The
show opens from 1pm till
8pm on the Wednesday and
from 10am till 5pm on the
Thursday.

Consultants predict

rise in Highlands GDP

ECONOMIC growth in the
Highlands and islands has
been forecast to grow at a
higher rate than the rest of
Scotland in 2006.

Mackay Consultants,
which produces a monthly
economic report for the
area, has predicted that
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) for 2006 will
increase by 2.6 per cent to
just under £4.9 billion
compared to the estimate
for Scotland of plus 1.9 per
cent.

The Highlands accounts
for more than 60 per cent
of the Highlands and
islands GDP and it is
forecast that it will grow by
2.5 percent this year, while
Argyll and Bute, which has
just under 20 per cent of the
area’s GDP, is predicted to
grow by 1.9 per cent.

The Western Isles’ esti-
mated growth is 2.1 per
cent. The report states that
the service sector accounts
for more than 70 per cent
of economic output in the

Highlands and islands but
there is also a growth in the
manufacturing sector,
which is in contrast to the
rest of Scotland, although
much of that can be
contributed to Lifescan in
Inverness, formerly
Inverness Medical.

The month of December
was a better month for the
area and while
unemployment rose by 325
in November, it is normal
for that time of the year and
rose by less than a year ago.

New partner on

board at Owen Sails
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FLATSHARE

CENTRAL OBAN

Non-smoking professional to share well maintained
and modernised flat with one other

Fully furnished bedroom and private lounge with
visitors’ sofa-bed

£95 per week, inclusive of all Council Tax, Landline
Calls, Wireless Broadband, Heating, TV Licence, etc.

– telephone –
01631 740224 (evenings)

PROPERTY TO LET

Fully Furnished
Three-Bedroom

HOUSE
available for long-term
let on EAST COAST

Situated between
Aberdeen and

Montrose
Apply to

Box Number 34
The Oban Times

PA34 4HB

FOR SALE

ISLE OF TIREE

Three-Bedroom House
with two reception rooms, bathroom, kitchen,

large front porch, large walled garden
Open outlook

Double-Glazing and White Meter heating
Telephone 01879 220 690

or mobile 07922 135 420 for further details

CARMELITE CONVENT

OBAN

This granite house, standing in its own grounds of
almost half-an-acre, is situated above Oban town centre,
commanding superb views across the bay and Kerrera
to the Isle of Mull.

Substantial additions have been made to the original
1875 building and there is ample parking space.

Available for viewing by appointment from
Saturday 4 to Saturday 18 February

For an appointment, ring between 12 and 6 p.m.
01631 569609  or  07718 479 460

PROPERTY WANTED

4 Glasdrum Road, Fort William
consists large sitting room, bathroom, shower

room, utility room, kitchen/dinette, panoramic
view, landscape garden.

  Telephone:

 01397 701668 or 07919318081

Four Bedroom
Bungalow for Sale

for viewing after 6pm

MORHAM & BROTCHIE
Chartered Surveyors

Providing Domestic and Commercial
Property Valuation throughout the

West Highlands and Islands
5 Stafford Street, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5NJ

Telephone 01631 563721    Fax 01631 566566
E-mail: admin@morhambro.co.uk

Excellent views �  Close to town centre
Sales Telephone: (01397) 702272
E-mail: property@glasdrum.com

GLASDRUM

DEVELOPMENT

FORT WILLIAM

Three to six-bedroom
houses
built to
individual
requirements

FOR LEASE 
SNACK BAR SITE, CORRAN 
HALLS, OBAN
SNACK BAR SITE, MCCAIGS TOWER, OBAN 
Offers are invited for the lease of the snack bar sites at the Corran Halls 
and McCaigs Tower. Offers over £100 per week are invited for the Corran 
Halls site and offers over £40 per week for the McCaigs Tower site.

Closing date for offers is Friday 10th March 2006.
For further details: Estates Office, Blairvadach Helensburgh 
G84 8ND, Tel: 01436 658957

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

BUILDING PLOT, BALVICAR
For Sale:  An attractive serviced House Site extending
to well over half-acre with delightful rural views.  Outline
planning permission for the erection of a dwelling house.
Further details on request. Offers over £85,000.

1 GEORGE STREET, OBAN, ARGYLL, PA34 5RU

www.alexanderdawson.co.uk

Tel: 01631 563901   Fax: 01631 566778

WANTED

TO RENT

PROPERTY
(HOUSE)

with minimum of two
beds and garden within

OBAN
for professional family

with dog
– telephone –

01700 505840

ACCOMMODATION

TO LET

Modern

Flat

Two bedrooms, fully
furnished, one mile
from town centre

Minimum six months’ let
£450 p.c.m.

Telephone

01631 720461

Visit our website at

www.macarthurstewart.co.uk

• M A C A R T H U R •

• S T E W A R T •

LOCHGILPHEAD OFFICE    Tel: (01546) 602424

TARBERT, EASFIELD
This is a top floor flat
located in an established
residential area and is within
comfortable walking
distance of most principal
amenities in the village.
The accommodation –
suitable for a first time
buyer, or single person – is
as follows: Hallway; Sitting Room; Kitchen; Two
Bedrooms; Bathroom.  Closing Date for Offers: 12 noon
on Friday, February 10, 2006        Offers over £32,000

TAYVALLICH, KENNOVAY COTTAGES
A charming semi-
detached cottage offering
a wonderful outlook over
Tayvallich Bay. The
comfortable accommo-
dation, on two levels, is as
follows: Hallway; Sitting
Room; Kitchen; Three
Bedrooms; Bathroom and Cloakroom. Garden with large
detached summerhouse, offering useful studio/office
space. Excellent opportunity to acquire a home in this
sought after village.                            Offers over £145,000

DEVELOPMENT LAND AT FOUNTAINHEAD,
BUNESSAN, ISLE OF MULL

Opportunity to acquire site with outline planning consent
for residential development at Bunessan on the Ross of
Mull. It is understood the land extends to 2.1 acres
(0.849 hectare) (approximately) and has  superb views
over Bunessan Bay and beyond.

Offers over £250,000 are invited

OBAN OFFICE                     Tel: (01631) 562215
FORD, CROWN HOUSE BARN

A traditional detached
property offering bright and
spacious accommodation as
follows: Entrance Hallway;
Dining Kitchen/Family
Room; Two Bedrooms;
Bathroom; Cloakroom and
large Studio. Small garden.
This is a nicely presented
property, suitable either as a permanent or second home.

Offers over £145,000

Abacus Building, 8 High Street, Oban
Argyll, PA34 4BG                DX OB 12

Telephone (01631) 566771
Fax 01631 564011

Visit our website at www.ethornton.co.uk

GROUND-FLOOR FLAT, 5 LORN AVENUE,
DUNOLLIE,  OBAN,  PA34 5AP

Ideally situated ground floor flat in block of four.
Small gardens to front and side. Shared drying
green to rear. This property, while requiring
updating, is a perfect starter flat for young and old.
Accommodation comprises: Hall, Bathroom,
Bedroom, Kitchen, Living-Room. Coal Cellar.
Good cupboards. DG Solid fuel fire operating
radiators throughout the property.

Morvern Hill house

in quiet

cul-de-

sac

Tigh na Lethaon . . . two-storey contemporary
semi-detached with decked balcony

SITUATED in a quiet
cul-de-sac in the
Morvern Hill area of
Oban, Tigh na
Lethaon, a crisply
contemporary two-
storey semi-detached
house, forms part of a
popular residential
area, with primary and
secondary schools
close by and regular
buses in and out of
Oban town centre.

Double-Glazed
Well laid out and

distinctively decorated
a c c o m m o d a t i o n
consists of an open
lounge/diner, fitted
kitchen, three
bedrooms, bathroom
and shower.

The property is
double-glazed, utilises
electric heating and all
the rooms are fitted
with wall-mounted
heaters.

Rich laminate or
beech flooring features
throughout.

A large decked
balcony overlooks the
rear lawn.  Off-street
parking for two cars is
available at the front
of the house.

Included
Floor coverings,

curtains and blinds
throughout the house
are included in the sale
price.

An entrance
vestibule with coat
rail, opens into the
inner hall from which
a glass door links to
the kitchen.

In a singularly stylish
living-room an eye-
catching focal point is

provided by a handsome
electric fire set in a
marble-effect hearth
with wooden mantle
piece. Two windows
and patio doors open
onto the decked
balcony.

A solid beech floor
and wall units with
steel handles offset by
black granite-effect
work surfaces create
real sophistication in an
impressive kitchen.
Incorporated is a
peninsula breakfast bar
with display cabinets
above.

A walk-in under-stair
cupboard is plumbed
for a washing machine
and a further smaller
under-stair cupboard
offers additional
storage.

Extractor
There is plumbing for

a dishwasher and a
washing machine.
Appliances include a
Creda ceramic hob and
double oven linked to a
stainless steel extractor
chimney.

French doors lead to a
charming L-shaped
dining room.

The largest of three
lovely bedrooms, all
beautifully appointed,
is located on the ground
floor close to a well-
equipped shower
housing a W.C., wash-
hand basin and shower
cabinet containing a
Mira Sports electric
shower.

Upstairs bedrooms are
accessed by a carpeted
staircase which ascends
from the lower hall.

The bathroom houses
a dove-grey suite of
W.C., washhand basin
and bath with Triton
Biarritz electric
shower over. There
are tiled splashbacks
and tiling around the
bath.

Fronting the house is
a border of mature
shrubs and a flagged
path leads to the door.

From the rear
balcony, steps lead
down to a lawned area
enclosed by picket-
style fencing. Storage
is available underneath
the balcony and there
is a sizeable garden
shed.

Conducting the sale
of this appealing
property is the Oban
office of MacPhee and
Partners, who have set
a price guide of
£146,000.

2 Gibraltar Street, Oban, Argyll PA34 4AY

Telephone: +44 (0) 1631 566 122

Facsimile: +44 (0) 1631 564 764

E-mail: enquiries@dmkestates.co.uk   www.dmkestates.co.uk

CEOL NA MARA, 12 THE GLEBE,
KILMELFORD, ARGYLL

Brightly decorated,
detached four bedroom
property in popular
village location. The
well appointed and
spacious accommo-
dation on two floors
comprises: Hallway,
through living room/
dining room, kitchen, utility room, cloakroom with
WC, bedroom. First floor:  Bathroom, Three bedrooms
(one with en-suite). Fully double glazed.  Night storage
and electric heating.  Lovely large corner plot, with
easily maintained, fully enclosed gardens. Driveway
and parking.                               Offers over £175,000

WOODLAND COTTAGE, TIRORAN,
ISLE OF MULL

Charming split level
cottage situated in a
delightful woodland
environment with views
over the manicured
lawns of Tiroran House
to Loch Scridain. The
nicely presented and
well appointed accom-

modation comprises: Porch, spacious living room with
ample room for dining, kitchen, shower room, two
bedrooms and bathroom.  Electric storage heating and
part double glazed.  Small area of garden ground.

Offers over £130,000

RASHFIELD, BY DUNOON, ARGYLL
We have been instruc-
ted in the sale of four
log-upon-log construc-
tion timber lodges
situated within a small
cluster of similar
holiday lodges and
occupying a beautiful
woodland location on the fringe of the Argyll Forest
Park. The woodland lodges are available for purchase
individually and are offered on a freehold basis for all
year round holiday use only. They are tastefully
furnished and equipped and ready for personal or
business use and offer an excellent investment
opportunity. A management package may also be
available.

CHRISTMAS LODGE (Two Beds)
Fixed price £78,000
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MOTORING

RENAULT

W.D Semple

Inveraray & Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU

S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,

Heathfield, Ayr

Tel. 01292 880080/880440

TOYOTA

Helensburgh Toyota

5 John Street, Helensburgh

Tel. 01436 672779

www.toyota.co.uk/helensburgh

VOLKSWAGEN

Hawco

Caol, Fort William

Tel. 01397 700900

www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

BMW

Calterdon Ltd

Harbour Road,

Inverness

Tel. 01463 236566

FIAT

Hazelbank Motors

Lynn Road, Oban

Tel.

01631 566476

HONDA

Helensburgh Honda

135 East Clyde Street, Helensburgh

Tel. 01436 675777www.helensburghhonda.co.uk

ISUZU

S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, Heathfield, Ayr

Tel.

01292 880080/880440

MINI

Calterdon Ltd

Harbour Road,

Inverness

Tel. 01463 236567

TO PROMOTE YOUR NEW

CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL:

01631 568000

To book this

space contact

Trevor Cole

at

TTTTThe Oban he Oban he Oban he Oban he Oban TimesTimesTimesTimesTimes

ononononon

01546 60234501546 60234501546 60234501546 60234501546 602345
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Trevor Cole
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USED CARS
54 RENAULT MEGANE SPORT SALOON PRIVELAGE 1.9DCI BLUE 7,500 P.O.A.

53 RENAULT MEGANE SCENIC PRIVELAGE 1.9DCI GREEN 26,000 ... P.O.A.

03 CITROEN XSARA PICASSO HD120 SILVER ....................... £7550

52 DAEWOO MATIZSE SILVER 17,000 ................................. £3000

52 RENAULT MEGANE 1.4 DYN SPORT H/B 24000 ............. £7750

51 RENAULT CLIO PRIV AUTO 1.4 3DR 19500 SILVER ......... £5550

03 FORD FOCUS 1.6LX 5DR BLUE, 18000 ............................ P.O.A.

02 RENAULT LAGUNA 1.8 DYN SILVER 31000 ..................... £6500

01 RENAULT LAGUNA DYNAMIQUE 1.6 SILVER 45,000 ....... P.O.A.

V AUDI A3 1.6 AUTO – WHITE ............................................. £5250

W VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 MERIT GREEN 19000 .................... £4150

V FORD MONDEO 1.8 LX SILVER ......................................... £2550

S HYUNDAI COUPE 2.0 RED ................................................ £4950

N AUDI A4 1.8 SE ................................................................. £2550

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms
NEW & PRE-REGISTERED RENAULTS READY FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES
Also open Sundays

ACCREDITED

MOTABILITY DEALER

ESTATE CARS
02 PEUGEOT 306 MERIDIAN 1.9D BLUE 12000 .............. £6850

R RENAULT ESPACE RT DT 2.2 ........................................ £5950

M AUDI 80 RED ............................................................... £2250

VANS & PICK-UPS
RENAULT MASTER DIESEL

RENAULT KANGOO DIESEL

51 NISSAN VANETTE

SELECTION OF LOW
PRICE CARS UNDER £2000
TO CLEAR

COME TO SEMPLES

FOR 06 OF THE BEST

NEW REG DEALS

QUALITY USED LAND ROVERS

THE LAND ROVER EXPERIENCE FROM LIX TOLL

�(01567) 820280

KILLIN, PERTHSHIRE, FK21 8RB
E-mail: sales@lixtoll.com

www.lixtoll.com

02 (02) DISCOVERY II COMMERCIAL Td5 5 door.
Zambesi silver, tow pack ..................... £12,945+VAT

02 (02) DEFENDER 90 Td5 Hard top, Caledonian blue,
tow pack, 2002 model ........................... £9,975+VAT

01 (51) DEFENDER Td5 Hard top 3. Caledonian blue,
tow pack, low mileage ......................... £10,275+VAT

00 (X) DISCOVERY II GS Td5 5 door 7 seat. Oslo blue,
radio/cassette, alloys, tow pack .............. £12,750 inc

00 (W) DEFENDER 90 Td5 Hard tops. Tow pack, choice
of two, in Rutland red/Coniston  green .. £9,349+VAT

00 (V) DEFENDER 110 Td5 Hard top.  Rutland red. Heavy
duty chassis and wheels ....................... £7,275+VAT

98 DEFENDER 130 Tdi Double cab pick up. White. Tow
pack. Box body on rear ......................... £9,495+VAT

97 DISCOVERY GS 300 Tdi 5 door 7 seats, in Rioja red,
tow pack ................................................... £6,995 inc

97 (R) DEFENDER 110 Tdi Hard top. Coniston green.
Tow pack and electrics .......................... £6,975+VAT

97 (P) DEFENDER 90 300 Tdi Hard top, Arles blue, tow
pack ...................................................... £6,495+VAT

Eastnor Castle, Hereford-
shire, 3 February 2006 –
Brian Reynolds, a
railway engineer from
Chesterfield in Derby-
shire, has beaten two
other UK finalists in the
Land Rover G4 Chal-
lenge 'International
Selections' to take his
place as the UK repre-
sentative on the 2006
global competition.
At the end of five
gruelling days of
international selections
at Land Rover's off-road
driving home, Eastnor
Castle in Herefordshire,
Brian was the clear
winner in the final trials
stage before the G4
ultimate global adventure
kicks off in Bangkok on
23 April.  The two other
competitors – RAF
doctor Andy Grieve from
Tiverton and tour guide
Suzanna Madge from
Brighton – made it very
difficult for him, and it
was only on Friday
afternoon, the last day of
the selections, that Brian
confirmed his place on
the 2006 Challenge.

The international
selections, which hosted
three competitors from
each of the 18 nations
taking part in this year's
G4 Challenge, saw
blood, sweat and tears at
the freezing cold Eastnor
estate with competitors
camping throughout the
week with frequent
surprise middle-of-the-
night challenges to test
the competitors' charac-
ter.
Challenge director, Niki
Davies, said: "This has
been an extremely tough
week for the competitors,
with the temperature
gauge seldom rising
above zero.  We wanted
to select the best all-
rounder from each
country; physical ability
is just a part of it –
strategic thinking,
endurance and team-
working skills are all key
to success in the G4
Challenge.  You really get
the measure of someone's
spirit when they are
awoken from a tent at
4.00am at -3 degrees C to
recover a vehicle from a

LAND ROVER G4 CHALLENGE:

UK COMPETITOR SELECTED FOR 2006 COMPETITION

freezing cold lake –
followed by 17 hours of
competition before
returning to camp."
Brian Reynolds added: "I
am worn out, exhausted
and just about ready to
drop, but it's the most
amazing feeling to have
got this far.  I tried to
qualify for the 2003
Challenge, but didn't make
it into the top ten UK
competitors, so I went
away, assessed the areas
where I felt I was weakest
and worked extremely hard
on my endurance, moun-
tain biking and kayaking
skills.  It has paid off, and
I am ecstatic to be
representing my country
at last – it was my dream,
and it’s come true.  I can't
wait for the actual
Challenge in April, and I
will be training my heart
out from now until then."
The Land Rover G4
Challenge 2006 takes
place over four weeks
from 23 April, incorporat-
ing 4x4 driving and
multi-sport challenges in
Thailand, Laos, Brazil
and Bolivia. Land Rover G4 Challenge 2006 : UK competitor - Brian Reynolds

RENAULT ALTICA CONCEPT CAR:

A SPORTY ESTATE WITH THE ACCENT ON STYLE

"Altica strikes a success-
ful balance between
flowing and sporty lines.
This car is an original and
futuristic vision of the
sporty estate car, while its
graphic identity is both
bold and innovative."
Patrick le Quément,
Renault's Senior Vice
President, Corporate
Design.
Renault has taken the
wraps off its new concept
car, Altica, a sporty estate
that combines flowing
lines with a spacious

interior. Its dynamic
stance is underpinned by
a long bonnet and curved
forms, while its modular
interior ensures outstand-
ing load capacity.
Altica stands out as a
dynamic vision of the
estate, combining the
practicality of the latter,
the sports appeal of a
coupé and a high standard
of travelling comfort.
Flowing, sporty

lines

The panoramic wind-
screen and rear window

underline the car's fluid
aerodynamics. The two-
tone paintwork accentu-
ates the side design and
also asserts Altica's
graphic identity. The car's
overall stance – low-
slung lines, long bonnet,
prominent wings – and
proportions express true
sports car dynamics.
Comprised of a mosaic of
transparent panes, the
rear quarter lights suggest
forward movement.
Altica's interior mirrors
its sporty, dynamic
exterior design. The
suspended drive station is
held in place by four
profiled rods that hint at
the world of Formula 1.
The transparent roof and
panoramic windscreen
erase the boundary
between the interior and
the outside world and
also ensure a brightly-lit
cabin. The mosaic design
of the rear quarter lights
allows sunlight to filter
into the cabin much like
it does through stained
glass windows and gives
the interior a more
welcoming feel. The
layout and angling of the
panes ensure good three-
quarter rear visibility for
the driver which is
indispensable when
parking.
The headlamps feature
four different modes –
daytime running lights
(DRL), sidelights, dipped
beam and main beam –

and function using rows
of diodes.
They also produce a halo
effect when the DRL
mode is selected. This is
achieved in two ways.
First of all, each
polycarbonate headlamp
module cover is speckled
with thousands of small,
micro-engraved nicks.
Invisible to the naked
eye, these nicks have no
effect on the beams and
permit light to pass
unhindered. In the
daytime running mode,
however, the surface of
the module cover is
illuminated from the
edge. The light is
accordingly trapped
inside the mass and
spreads out like a fluid
over the entire surface to
produce an original and
effective halo effect for
the DRL and sidelight
functions.
An estate with the

accent on style

Altica's sports pedigree is
reinforced by its scissor
doors, the form of which
ensures easy access to
this low vehicle.
The generous interior
volumes of Altica provide
a very high standard of
travelling comfort despite
the car's sporty character-
istics. Each of the four
individual seats boasts
outstanding comfort.
Instead of the seats,
which are fixed, it is the
drive station and pedal

assembly that adjust to
match the driver's
physique thanks to a
motorized mechanism.
The height-adjustable
centre armrest deploys
automatically as the
driver sits down.
The vertical positioning
of the dashboard takes its
inspiration from the
world of aeronautics and
permits the driver to feel
at one with the car.
The centrally-positioned
dial features two display
modes: "comfort" and
"sport". The "comfort"
mode indicates the car's
speed in the centre of the
display while the perim-
eter shows the legal speed
limits which turn red if
exceeded. In the "sport"
mode, the speed contin-
ues to be displayed in the
middle of the dial but the
perimeter becomes a
digital rev counter and
turbo pressure indicator.
The graphics of the high-
resolution screen provide
a distinctly human touch
to this high-tech display
which itself suggests
watchmaker-like preci-
sion and sophistication.
Altica features a number
of clever storage spaces,
including the shell-like
glove box, concertina-
style storage compart-
ment in the armrests and
a tray situated underneath
the floor at the rear.
The rear seat backs can
be folded into the flat

floor which is equipped
with straps that permit
heavy or bulky loads to be
held secure. This layout
transforms Altica into a
two-seater sports coupé
with a vast 1,300-litre
boot, while the boot lid
provides very easy access
and an extremely low
loading sill.
Driving pleasure,

power and control

Altica is a dynamic sporty
estate that combines
driving pleasure with a
sensation of power and
control.
With its long bonnet,
sports dimensions (length:
4.27m; width: 1.83m) and

very low centre of gravity,
Altica offers remarkable
performance.
Altica's new 177hp 2.0 dCi
particulate filter-equipped
diesel engine takes the car
from a standing start to
100kph in just 7.5s.
Coupled with a six-speed
gearbox, this powerplant –
which boasts maximum
torque of 380Nm –
provides excellent pull-
away and mid-range
acceleration. This hasn't
been achieved to the
detriment of fuel consump-
tion, however. The
Renault-Nissan Alliance
engine is very inexpensive
to run and fuel consump-

tion is equivalent to 140g
of CO2 per kilometre. In
terms of both performance
and driving pleasure, it
stands out as the best
diesel engine in its class
and a version of which,
without the particle filter,
debuts in the Laguna GT
dCi 175 this month.
Altica's low fuel consump-
tion also stems from its
exceptional aerodynamics.
Located at the extremity of
the roof at the point where
the vehicle and the passing
air flow separate, a discreet
mechanical system
generates jets of air which
are alternately blown and
sucked through a 2mm

wide slit. Known as
"Synthetic Jet", the system
actively controls the
separation of the air flow
according to the vehicle's
speed. This innovative
technique, which reduces
drag and controls the
structure of the air flow, is
a registered Renault patent
and reduces the car's Cd at
80mph by 15% for an
energy consumption of just
10W.
Valeo

Altica's lights employ
high-performance light
emitting diodes (LEDs).
The dipped and main beam
functions are housed in a
single module which tops a
linear directional light. The
LED control unit perma-
nently adapts the quantity
and orientation of the
beam as a function of the
conditions.
During motorway driving,
the LEDs that ensure long
range visibility are
automatically activated
and controlled to guarantee
optimum visibility at all
times without dazzle. The
colour of the light emitted
by the LEDs is similar to
that of daylight for
enhanced optical comfort
and visibility.
The daytime running light
(DRL) mode, which is
activated most of the time
while the car is moving,
also use LEDs. Their high
efficiency and the low
amount of energy they
require significantly
reduce the power that is
consumed compared with a
conventional light source.
The life expectancy of
LEDs is also much longer
than that of all contempo-
rary light sources.
As a world first, the
sidelight function is
ensured by a veil of light
that covers the entire
headlamp thanks to Valeo's
exclusive MicroOptique
technology.

Renault Altica Concept - a sports estate to debut at the Geneva motorshow



5 door red, electric

front windows, new

May 02, taxed April

06, Mot May 06,

17000 miles,

immaculate

condition

Telephone

01499 302080

(Inverarary)

RENAULT CLIO 1.2

£3800 ono 2

To  a d v e r t i s e  y o u r  c a r  i n  D r i v e  T i m e s  t e l e p h o n e  0 1 6 3 1  5 6 8 0 0 0

Drive Times

Thursday 9 February 2006

Cars and Commercial Vehicles

17DRIVE TIMESThe Oban Times        www.obantimes.co.uk

S Reg, 52000 miles, taxed & tested,

good condition, petrol.  Call for details.

£11,500 o.n.o.

Telephone

01631 770259

TOYOTA

LANDCRUISER  VX

WANTED

TRAILER FOR RIB

OR MOTOR BOAT

Telephone

07799 035483

V-reg metallic silver. 78K, tax

and long MOT, Excellent safety

features and usual Volvo

refinements. 170 bhp. New

clutch, flywheel and timing

belt fitted. Superb car,

very good condition.

Telephone

01586

552042

VOLVO S80 2.4

£3900 2

3 years old,  unused

for last year.

Excellent condition.

Helmet and Boots

included

Telephone

07867510488

or

01880740200

YAMAHA YZ85 MOTOCROSS BIKE

£1000 ono 2

3 door club

1999 (T) reg

taxed and MOT'd

46,000 - low

mileage for year

excellent condition

throughout

Telephone

01880 820222

07769 828935

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.0 12 VALVE

£1700 2

5 seater, 2.5 turbo inter-

cooler, 02 plate, 70,000 miles

since new, 1 year MOT, 6

months tax, alloy wheels, side

steps, full electrics, never been

off road, any inspection

welcome, very scarce vehicle

Telephone

01546 602550

07799 164311

MAZDA B250 KING CAB

£6950 o.n.o 2

39,000 miles, taxed and mot'd, electric

windows, cd player, alarm, very good

condition inside and out, great wee car.

£3200 ovno

Telephone

07786 514 402

CITROEN SAXO 1.6

VTR 2001 Y REG

2

52 Plate Reg. December 02  Black over Silver,

Brand new tyres. Excellent Condition very

clean inside and out. Towbar

£7995 o.n.o.

Telephone

01631 730545

or 07977 119820

NISSAN

NAVARRA

2

Diesel Estate Mot'd

till August 06

Telephone

01631

770209

1997 CITROEN  ZX

£600 2

4X4

LUX PACK

RED MICA/GREY TRIM

GREY LEATHER

TOWBAR

CD, TWIN SUNROOFS

VERY GOOD CONDITION

76.5K.

£6495

Telephone

0141 779 4302 or

07792415242

SUBARU LEGACY

OUTBACK ESTATE

2.5 SE AUTO AWD

2

Taxed and MOT'd

77,000 miles

Telephone

01546

603548

1992 HYUNDAI 1.5

£450 o.n.o 2

Low mileage (43k), metallic gold, remote central locking,

electric windows, air conditioning, alloy wheels, power

steering, alarm and immobiliser, excellent condition. MOT'D

until September  06, TAXED until June 06

£1600 ono

Telephone

01631 566868 (after 6pm) or

07815966354 (day)

1998 S REG ROVER 600

(620SI AUTO)

2

WANTED 4 X4

VEHICLES

Landrover 90.110 Discovery, Rangerover and all

Japanese models etc, high mileage, damaged,

anything considered

Contact James on

07866 590583

or 07966 293996

2

V6 diplomat,

automatic, 69,000

miles, very good

condition, 1994

Telephone

01880

820217

VAUXHALL CAVALIER

offers over £1000

1992, diesel,

MOT 14 April 2006

Telephone

01967

431633

PEUGEOT 309

offers

Petrol, 1999 T reg,

MOT 6 months,

taxed, 75,000 miles,

fsh, wine red,

excellent condition

inside and out, can

deliver

Telephone

07818

264999

PEUGEOT 406 1.8

£1200 no offers

1905cc, M reg,

turbo diesel, tow

bar, taxed and

MOT'd till October

Telephone

01546

510288

CITROEN  ESTATE

£1000

'S Reg', 1.6i, Silver, 5

Door, Alloy Wheels,

Spoiler, A/C, C.D

Player, 65,000 Miles

Telephone

01586

551062

FORD ESCORT FINESSE

£1400

Metallic silver, L reg,

Mot'd until Nov 06,

Good Runner.

Telephone

01631 710288

07884 252166

AUDI 80 TDI

£1200 o.n.o.

CITROEN ZX

ESTATE 1.9D

R Reg, taxed and mot'd October 2006, central

locking, immobiliser, F.S.H.  P.A.S. airbag,

new tyres, low mileage, regularly serviced,

2 owners from new, very reliable  car.

£1200 o.n.o.

Telephone

07745 595502

5 door hatchback, red 225bhp, Brembo

brakes, 18" alloys, A/C, radio/CD, electric

windows, only 6,900miles, excellent condition

£14,300 o.n.o.

Telephone

01631 563072 or 07717 843791

SEAT LEON

CUPRA R

3

1995  93,000 miles

Mot'd October 06

Taxed  March 06

Excellent condition

throughout.

Telephone

01397 705424

07887 843694

ISUZU TROOPER

£3200 o.n.o.

May 2001 'Y' Reg, Metallic paint, Chrome sidesteps, alloys, half

leather interior, air conditioning, six disc CD Changer, Alarm,

Immobiliser, Tow bar, Privacy glass, roof bars

and cross bars, 63 K Miles, FSH, 7 x Seats.

£7995 o.n.o.

Telephone

07960 591839 or 07960 582072

NISSAN TERRANO

SPORT 2.7 TDi

3

WANTED

CARAVANS AND CAMPER VANS

1988 ON - ANY MAKE ANY SIZE.

Also damp or damaged considered

Telephone

07734 602449

WANTED 4 WHEEL DRIVE/

LANDROVER 90/ 110

TOYOTA, DIAHATSU, ISUZU ETC.

ANY 4 WHEEL DRIVE

HIGH MILEAGE ANY CONDITON,

WILL TRAVEL.

Telephone

0774 2175332

UNSITED, 1995, 35ft x 12ft, 6

berth, 2 bedrooms, heated

throughout, excellent

condition, clean, modern,

comfortable, suit holiday

home or self builder.

In Fort William

Telephone

07718

900505

WILLERBY GRANADA STATIC CARAVAN

£6500 o.n.o. 2

IFOR WILLIAMS

TRAILER

12FT x 6FT 6"

3 ½ ton box, with sides and spare wheels.

Very Good Condition. As new.

£2100

Telephone

07876 121119

HONDA

OUTBOARD

4 STROKE 2H.P

GOOD CONDITION

£250 o.n.o.

Telephone

01631 720369

N Reg, 80,000 miles, Mot June 06,

petrol, blue in colour. Towbar fitted.

Good condition for year.

£666 o.n.o.

Telephone

07767 795210

(Oban Area)

ROVER 1.4 5DR

HATCHBACK

1.9Tdi, R reg, taxed and

MOT, towbar, 50+mpg,

twin sunroofs, air

conditioning, alloy wheels,

alarm and immobiliser,

excellent condition.

Telephone

01397 722447

07768 505231

RENAULT MEGANE SCENIC

£2175

5 door, T reg, only 48,000

miles, excellent condition,

regularly serviced and

maintained since new,

towbar fitted, MOT, licensed

to December 06

Telephone

(01852)

200224

Kilmelford

FIAT BRAVA 1.6 SX

£1995

2002, auto, 24,500 miles, mot June 06,

andradite metallic green, half leather

seats and privacy glass.

£18,000 o.n.o.

Telephone

01631 562041

07796 684033

MERCEDES

ML 270 CDI

X reg 2000, Black,

full body kit, 17"

alloys, 1yr MOT,

taxed 6 months

46,000 miles

Telephone

01546

602016

CORSA 1.2 SXI 16V

£3700 o.n.o.

P Reg, Immaculate condition, inside and out, only 68000 miles

since new.  F.S.H. 2 previous owners, genuine reluctant reason

for sale, good reg worth over £500, metallic burgundy, smooth

auto gearbox, well worth viewing, luxury and comfort for only

£5650 o.v.n.o.

Telephone

01631 564578

JAGUAR XJ6 3.2

SPORTS SALOON

N Reg, 80k miles, TAX April 2006, MOT

May 2006, Air Con, Cruise Control,

Electric Windows. Very good condition.

£1100

Telephone

01631 565195

07771 645617

HONDA ACCORD

LS 2 LITRE

Low average mileage, immaculate

condition, mechanically sound.

£1500 o.n.o.

Telephone

01631 563138

92 BMW 320

SERIES AUTOMATIC

Red  K Reg.  Taxed

and Mot'd May 06

Alloys, sun-roof, rear

spoiler. Excellent

condition for age.

Great first car.

Telephone

01855

821338

FORD ORION GHIA 1.8

£650 Secures

1998 60,000 miles MOT Oct 2006

Very good condition service history

Alloys CD player

any inspection welcome

£3850

Telephone

07789 034353

LANDROVER

FREELANDER XEI

F reg, 6 seats, MOT August, tax due end

Feb, excellent condition, full service history,

would make a good camper van conversion

£900 o.n.o.

Telephone

01631 571252

FORD TRANSIT

MINI-BUS

M reg, 97,000 miles

MOT till June 2006.

Full electrics, sleeps

4, 40 litre water

tank, towbar

Telephone

07733

337163

FIAT DUCATO 2.5D CAMPER CONVERSION

£3000 o.n.o.

Built 1964 by McGruers of  Clynder.

Beautiful varnished mahogany, 29' hull 7

tons T.M. 3 berths. Yanmar diesel. Lying here

£20,000

Contact Crinan Boatyard

01546 830232

YACHT ELFIN

OF LORNE

Sister Ship

1 year Mot, new exhaust, taxed until

March 57,000 miles, 5 door.

£1850 o.n.o.

Telephone

01631 730381

FIAT PUNTO

60 TEAM 1.2

1800cc, 52 plate, 48,000

miles, MOT Nov 06,

factory immobiliser, half

leather seats, 17" Alloy

wheels, CD Player. Excellent

condition, must be seen.

Telephone

01546 602173

07799 504790

RENAULT LAGUNA DYNAMIQUE TOURER

£5250 3
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RECRUITMENT

Customer Manager

UK and Ireland, based in Campbeltown, Argyll

Vestas – Celtic Wind Technology Ltd/Service Department

P.O. Box 9263 · Campbeltown, Argyll, Scotland, PA28 6WA

Vestas Celtic Wind Technology Ltd have a customer

base of over 60 clients, ranging from private

developers owning a single wind turbine or small

wind farm to the large utility-owned wind turbine

'power plants'.

We have a vacancy for a Customer Manager who is

capable of delivering a professional and focussed

customer service to our clients, both large and

small.  The successful candidate will be working

with an identified portfolio of customers, dealing

with both daily and strategic issues.

As a Customer Manager, you will be the single

point of contact and will work consistently and

reliably to meet customer expectations and resolve

any issues they may have.

JOB DESCRIPTION:

�To manage and maintain a portfolio of Vestas

clients

�Compilation of monthly operation reports to

clients

�Daily client contact via telephone and email

�Attendance of customer meetings.

PROFILE:

Candidates must demonstrate that they understand

the key importance of customer loyalty and

retention to the future success of our organisation,

are proactive, flexible and creative, and can

continually seek new ways of delivering improved

customer service.

�Experience in a customer focussed environment is

desirable

�Technical aptitude or a technical background

would be an advantage

�First-class written and verbal communication

skills.

�Excellent organisational and time-management

abilities.

�Experience of meeting deadlines and targets is

essential

�Well-developed negotiation skills

�Flexible and innovative approach to problem-

solving.

�Ability to work in a demanding and sometimes

high pressure environment.

�Proficiency in the MS office packages including

Outlook.

�A valid driving licence is required

�Preference will be given to those candidates

living within reasonable daily commuting

distance of Campbeltown.

The position will involve travelling in UK, Ireland

and Denmark, however other overseas travel

should be expected on occasion.

Application Deadline - 17/02/06

Job Start: To be agreed

Current CV and covering letter should be sent to:

Manager of Customer Management

Miss R Brooks

Vestas - Celtic Wind Technology Ltd/

Service Department

P.O. Box 9263

Campbeltown,

Argyll.

PA28 6WA.

Tel: 01586 555123

or Email: rkb@vestas.com

Freshwater Engineer

Scottish Sea Farms Ltd has a vacancy for a
Freshwater Engineer to cover our Hatchery and
Cage facilities on the Isle of Mull and Morvern
area.

The preferred candidate should possess the
following attributes:
�Four-six years’ experience in an
   electro-mechanical environment
�Hold a recognised certificate of competence or
   apprenticeship
�Working knowledge of pumps,valves,
   hydraulics, electrical systems and installations
�Experience in small fabrication using steel,

stainless steel and fibre glass
�Competent in PVC pipework installation,

modification and repair
�Structured approach to problem identification

and solving
�Team player and strong communicator
�Demonstrate confidence within a team and

especially in front of customers

In addition to the above, the candidate should
demonstrate a continuous drive to enhance
efficiency in all processes whilst supporting the
Freshwater Production team to maintain high
quality stock production, through flexibility and
efficient planning and scheduling.

If you would like to play a part in the development
of this dynamic local industry then please apply
in writing, enclosing your CV to:

Claire Robertson
Scottish Sea Farms Ltd
Laurel House
Laurelhill Business Park
Stirling  FK7 9JQ

A competitive remuneration package will be
offered, including company vehicle.

Closing Date: Friday 3rd March 2006

Book-Keeper
Minimum of 12 hours per week

The applicant must have previous book-keeping

experience and have knowledge of using sage.

Duties include all aspects of book-keeping,

administration and any other duties as required.

Salary reflects upon experience.

Please apply in writing to:-

John MacAlister (Oban ) Ltd, 6 South Pier,

Oban, Argyll PA34 4LS
1

This role involves: 

• The provision and repair of telephone lines within customers’ premises
and BT’s underground/overhead cable network 

• Working outdoors and at heights 
• Opportunities to work throughout the UK, often at short notice
• Excellent customer service skills

The role will sit within Openreach, the new part of BT created to install and
maintain the connections, fibres and wiring linking millions of homes and
businesses in Britain to their communications providers’ networks. 

BT is an ‘Investors in People’ company and we strive to ensure that our
workforce reflects our customer base, BT welcomes applications from all
sections of the community.

For more information, visit
www.hays.com/jobs/bt
or email your CV to btperm@hays.com
or call Hays Construction & Property 
on 020 7259 8764.

Field Service Engineers
Oban + Lochgilphead
£24,000 including overtime 
+ Sharesave Scheme after 
qualifying period + Pension 
+ 5 weeks annual leave

OBAN

STATION ASSISTANT
£14,574 – £15,189 
The key here is keeping the station office running smoothly and maintaining
accurate and updated records of all police paperwork.You’ll be the public’s
first point of contact at our station, dealing with enquiries in person and
by telephone – as well as contacting Officers using the police radio system.
With two Standard Grade passes, you’ll bring one years’ clerical experience,
or alternatively two years’ relevant clerical experience. (Ref: R298/05/OB)

LOCHGILPHEAD

SENIOR CLERICAL ASSISTANT (JOB SHARE)
£14,574 – £15,189 (PRO RATA)
Strong admin support means the world to us. From supervising mail
processing to looking after the office kit – keeping an up to date
inventory – you’ll offer just that. You’ll also sort out stationary requisitions,
and maintain the local report and license premises registries. Confidence
working with numbers is essential and you’ll work 17.5 hours per week.
(Ref: R297/05/OB)

Wherever you join, you'll need to enjoy working with others, and
communicating with confidence and clarity – whoever you're talking to.
Integrity, flexibility and customer focus make up the rest.

Click online to find out more, email
recruiting.forcesupport@strathclyde.pnn.police.uk 
or call 01355 566350. Closing date – 23 February 2006.

strathclyde.police.uk

BANK EMERGENCY 
NURSE PRACTITIONER 
Grade F £20,872 - £26,064 per annum 
(Under Review)
As and when required
Based within Mid Argyll Hospital, you should possess a recognised ENP 
qualifi cation preferably at degree level and have 6 months’ experience.

A 24 hour ENP service operates, with the ENP taking the lead role 
in A&E.  When no clinical input is required in A&E the ENP will work 
on the acute ward.

Further details can be obtained from Donald Watt Lead ENP on 
01546 602449. Ref: 05la/1997.

STAFF NURSE 
Grade E £18,818 - £22,725 per annum pro rata 
(Under Review)10 hours per week 
Based within Lorn Medical Centre you will gain innovative and 
diverse experience in all aspects of primary care nursing.  This jointly 
funded post will work with the District Nursing Team, Public Health 
Nursing Team and Practice Nursing team, allowing you a unique 
experience in a dynamic, professional team.

Professional education will be provided.

For more details, please contact Pauline Jespersen, Integrated 
Nursing Team Leader, Lorn Medical Centre, on 01631 563175 or 
email pauline.jespersen@nhs.net Ref: 05la/2050.

DOMESTIC ASSISTANT 
£5.70 per hour (Under Review)
14 hours per week 
You will undertake the cleaning of all ward areas, high risk and other 
clinical areas, departments, offi ces and residential accommodation as 
allocated to clean within Campbeltown Hospital. You must be able 
to work on your own as well as part of a team, experience is not 
essential, as training will be given. Ref: 05la/2058.

For an application pack, quoting appropriate reference, 
please contact our Recruitment Team on our 24 hour 
answer service by calling 0141 314 0425 or email: 
recruitment.line@achb.scot.nhs.uk

Closing date for all posts 27th February 2006.

For a full list of current vacancies visit 
www.nhsac.scot.nhs.uk

West Highland 
Housing Association Ltd

Location: OBAN

Development Officer
EVH Grade 7 £23,287- £25,617 [salary under review]

To apply for this post please contact our recruitment advisers
EVH at Tel: 0141 352 7445 Email Audrey@evh.org.uk, or
download an application pack from www.evh.org.uk [No
CV's accepted].
Closing date for return of completed applications to EVH is
noon 27 February 2006. Interviews will be conducted on 10
March 2006 in Oban.
Excellent terms and conditions of employment, generous
holidays, car allowance and a final salary pension scheme
are offered for this post. Relocation expenses will also be
considered where necessary.   

West Highland Housing Association are an Equal Opportunities
Employer. We operate a no smoking policy.

West Highland Housing Association has been operating for
more than 30 years and is a charitable housing association
with over 640 houses in management in Oban, Lorn and
the Isles. We have ambitions to continue to grow our stock;
help with the regeneration of our many and diverse 
communities; and continue our innovative partnership
working.
We would now like to appoint a Development Officer to
help us take the Association forward in a sustainable and
environmentally friendly approach to new developments
and initiatives in our local communities. Reporting to the
Senior Development Officer you will assist; with 
implementation and control of our development programme,
identification and acquisition of suitable sites, procurement
of relevant grants and effective project management of all
development schemes.
You must be educated to HNC, HND or degree level or
equivalent and be able to demonstrate a clear understanding
of the issues and solutions for sustainable rural and island
development, excellent leadership, communication, 
negotiation and people skills, IT competency, preferably 5
years senior level experience in housing or the 
construction industry [including finance/budgetary 
experience]. Car ownership, possession of a current full
driving licence, and the ability to work out with the office
and office hours are essential.

WATER BAILIFF

A vacancy exists for the position of Assistant Water Bailiff

for the River Naver Fisheries on the North Coast of

Scotland.

The successful candidate should have some experience, be

enthusiastic, flexible, have practical skills, some boating

experience at sea, although training will be provided.

A clean driving licence is essential.

Attractive remuneration package including modern three

bedroom cottage, with schooling nearby, heating

allowance, and contributory pension scheme.

Applications in writing with details of past experience to:

P.O. Box No. 35

The Oban Times

REPORTER

required for our Fort William office
We are looking for a qualified journalist, with a minimum of

two years experience working on a weekly newspaper to join

our editorial team.  This is an excellent career opportunity.

A driving licence is essential.

We offer in return an excellent salary and benefits package.
Interested? – contact Christine MacBryde, Personnel Officer
The Oban Times Ltd. P.O. Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000  Fax: 01631 568001
Email: personnel@obantimes.co.uk

Education, Culture and Sport

Temporary 
Learning Support Auxiliary  
Banavie Primary School, £2,968 – £4,177, 
12.50 hrs per wk
You should have experience of working with children
particularly those with learning, behavioural 
or communication difficulties.
Payment is made on the basis of 39 weeks per year
including payment for annual leave which must be taken
during school holidays.
Informal enquiries to Pat MacQuarrie tel (01397) 707359.
Ref: L/18/06
Housing

Painter
Fort William, £238.57 plus bonus, plus attendance 
You will join our team in providing a high quality building
maintenance service in and around the Lochaber area
on various properties Council-owned or leased properties.
You will be experienced in all aspects of decoration,
painting, taping, artexing and tiling work. Weekly hours:
Mon - Thurs, 8.30am - 4.30pm or Fri 8.30am - 4.00pm
Informal enquiries to Jimmy Livingston, 
tel (01397) 709048. Ref: L/14/06
Application packs are available from our website 
or by telephoning, quoting relevant reference:
Ref: L/18/06 – Staffing Unit, tel (01349) 868640 
(24 hours)
Ref: L/14/06 – tel (01397) 709048 or email:
james.beagrie@highland.gov.uk
Closing date: 24 February 2006

www.highland.gov.uk/jobs
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An estate near Lochgilphead requires a good

all round estate worker. Work involves: field,

path as well as internal and external property

maintenance. Interested parties should

contact Angela Burns by phoning 0141 810

5546 or writing to her at 29 Montrose

Avenue, Hillington Park, Glasgow G52 4LA
1

BUSY GARDEN CENTRE

REQUIRES EXTRA STAFF

Permanent & Seasonal vacancies available

within both the retail and Café areas.

• Flexible working hours

• Age no barrier

• Good rates of pay

• No experience necessary

Phone 01499 600263

or write to: - Paul Tate, Retail Manager

Cairndow, Argyll, PA26 8BH

(Next to Loch Fyne Oysters)

www.scottishtrees.co.uk

Torran Gorm Industrial Estate
Oban, Argyll PA34 4PL

Tel: 01631 566370  Fax: 01631 566758
ESTABLISHED 1919

CONTRACTS MANAGER / ENGINEER
We require an experienced and motivated individual to manage our Building / Civil

Engineering operation in Oban.  The successful applicant will have a proven track record
of success in the Industry. Appropriate remuneration package including company  vehicle.

Applications in writing to  the address below :-

HGV Drivers
HGV class 1 or 2, mixer / tipper drivers required in Lochgilphead area.

Applications to :-
John MacLachlan, John MacLachlan Group, Torrangorm Industrial Estate,

Oban, Argyll PA34 4PL
1

Require

Workshop Assistant

 To clean and check hire tools and

machines, to keep relevant records up

to date. An interest in tools and

machines an advantage but not

essential as training will be given.

Please write giving details of interests

and previous employment to

Miss Leanne Philp

Atam Services, 1 Mill Lane,

Lochavullin Industrial Estate,

Oban PA34 4HA
1

1

Earn £200

- £1,000

weekly

Distributing &

collecting

catalogues

Freephone

0800 1957445

www.ezeincome.co.uk

Slaughterman

Butcher

Required

* Contract-in or

permanent

* Training given

Isle of Mull, Argyll.

Immediate Start

Phone  Mull

Slaughterhouse Ltd

07786 964292

or    01680 300318

UNDER STALKER

KINLOCH RANNOCH, PERTHSHIRE

Applicants should have good knowledge and

experience of red and roe deer management

and hill keepering.

Written applications accompanied by a current

CV to James Adamson, Savills (L&P) Ltd, 55

York Place, Perth,  PH2 8EH.

jadamson@savills.com

1

The new management at this well-renowned hotel require

some additional staff.

Personal Assistant to the Proprietor

Excellent office admin and IT skills with a proven track record are essential.

To communicate well, attention to detail and a sense of humour are

pre-requisites. Immediate start.

Maintenance Person / Kitchen Porter

Multi-faceted DIY skills complimented by seasonal KP duties.

Immediate start.

Experienced Waiting Staff and Bar Person

Seasonal starting 1st March which may lead to permanent positions. Shift

and weekend work essential. Accomodation available. Well presented with

good communication skills, friendly, cheerful and willing to work as part of

a small multi-national team in our family run hotel and seafood restaurant.

Salaries on application will reflect experience

Applications to: Nicholas Horne, The Pierhouse Hotel & Seafood

Restaurant, Port Appin, Argyll. PA38 4DE.

Email Pierhouse@btinternet.com.    Tel:01631 730302
1

THE PIER HOUSE

Hotel & Seafood

Restaurant

Port Appin

MACLEOD
MACLEOD CONSTRUCTION

require

JUNIOR

CONSTRUCTION

MANAGER

Full training will be available

Written applications with CV to

MacLeod Construction Limited

Kilmory Industrial Estate

Lochgilphead, PA31 8RR

E-Mail: jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk

Duties will include preparation of daily
meals for guests and family members
during an approximate 25 to 30 week
letting season.
Conaglen House is normally let to parties
of 14 to 18 people weekly with Saturday
or Sunday changeovers and the standard
of service and cooking offered must be

outstanding.  The candidate would be
expected to integrate with the current
housekeeping staff which provides
necessary support for food service and
cleaning and to liaise directly with guests
regarding menu selection, etc.

There is a possibility that a permanent
position could be offered to the successful
candidate, which will also involve some
housekeeping and organisational duties.

Seasonal Cook/Chef

required for

CONAGLEN  HOUSE

A Luxury, Family Orientated
West Highland Sporting Lodge

-------------------------------------------
An excellent remuneration package
is offered along with separate living
accommodation near to the House

Contact:- David Mosgrove
33 High Street, Fort William,

PH33 6DJ
Tel:- 01397 702433
Fax:- 01397 702010
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RECRUITMENT PUBLIC NOTICES

KILMELFORD YACHT HAVEN
Kilmelford, by Oban, PA34 4XD

ENGINEER REQUIRED

familiar with small diesel engines and
prepared to work on boat systems.

Attractive rate of pay depending
on age and experience.

Apply by
Telephone: 01852 200248

CITB-ConstructionSkills is working in partnership with CIC and CITB (NI) as the Sector Skills Council
for Construction. CITB-ConstructionSkills is an Equal Opportunities Organisation.

www.citb-constructionskills.co.uk

CITB-ConstructionSkills exists to assist
in the recruitment, training and development

of a world-class construction workforce. Our clients range
from small family firms to the biggest names in the industry and

we have helped many thousands of people gain vocational qualifications.

Training Adviser
c.£21,500 + Car/Cash Option + Mobile Allowance + Luncheon Allowance
Home Based covering West Scotland
Joining us in this key role, you’ll primarily be involved with our New Entrant Apprenticeship
Training Scheme. From recruiting New Entrant Trainees from a given geographical area to
maintaining the day-to-day running of the scheme, you’ll act as a liaison officer in colleges
of further education including the National Construction College Scotland. You’ll also
establish, maintain and monitor courses, whilst encouraging and advising all companies 
to get involved.
Assessing, planning and expanding the training provision in respect of in-scope companies
and Group Training Associations, you’ll maintain close contact in a designated part of the
Field Area with Employer Associations, Trade Unions, the Career Service and Local
Authorities. Able to attend meetings on behalf of the industry, you’ll establish good working
relationships and possess the desire to continue to learn new skills yourself – keeping your
knowledge updated and developing your career.
For an application form please contact Patricia McKendrick on 0141 810 3044.
Please quote Ref: 019/06 on all correspondence.
Registered charity number: 264289 
Closing date: 24 February 2006.
Appointment to this post will be subject to a satisfactory enhanced  disclosure check from
the Criminal Records Bureau.

1

COURIERS

REQUIRED

for deliveries

in Oban and

surrounding

areas

Apply in writing to

Box No 36

The Oban Times

1

Plumbing and

Heating

require

APPRENTICE

PLUMBER

apply in writing to

3 Quarry Park,

Furnace

ACCOUNTS CLERK

35 hrs per week

Duties include book-keeping,  Invoicing,

Administration and other duties as required.

Knowledge of Sage is essential

Please send CV and covering letter to:-

Burnbank Garage,

Burnbank Street

Campbeltown

Argyll, PA28 6JD.

1

George

McNaughton & Son

MECHANIC

required to carry out

maintenance on

vehicles

Applicant must be

able to work on their

own initiative

Please phone 01546

602389 or 01546

606538 after 5pm
1

Harvwest

Ltd

EXPERIENCED

HARVESTER

OPERATOR

required for CAT320

with 758 head.

Please call Kirsty on

07917 7276033 or

Alan on 07767

464514 1

MULL THEATRE

CONSTRUCTION PROJECT -

PHASE 1

NOTES OF INTEREST

Mull theatre intends to build Phase 1 of their new

Production Centre building on the Isle of Mull at an overall

construction budget of £500k. The first phase construction

of the steel framed building is to commence in May 2006

and to be completed by October 2006.

Notes of Interest are requested from main contractors

who wish to be included on the tender list for these works.

Please write in the first instance for a questionnaire to: -

Derek Ferrier

Hardies

57 Albany Street

Edinburgh

EH1 3QY

All notes of interest must be submitted by 12 noon on

Friday 24th February 2006

COAST PROTECTION ACT 1949
APPLICATION FOR SINGLE MOORING

AT LOCH CRERAN

Notice is hereby given that Mr Jackson-Stark has
applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish
Executive, under section 34 of the Coast Protection
Act 1949, as amended  by the section 36 of the
Merchant Shipping Act 1988, to carry out the placing
of a single mooring at the above location in the position:

Description Latitude Longitude

Mooring 56 31.05 N 05 23.56 W

Plans showing the position of the works may be
inspected at Oban Library, Corran Halls, Oban, Argyll.

Objections relating to safety of navigation, in respect
of the application, should be made to: Ports and
Harbours Branch, The Scottish Executive, Transport
Division 4, Area 2F North, Mailpoint 2B, Victoria Quay,
Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ, within 28 days of the date of
this notice quoting reference: 2SPC\2\6\86.

Mr Jackson-Stark
Rudhachnell
Benderloch
Argyll,
PA37 1QS

COAST PROTECTION ACT 1949
APPLICATION FOR PRIVATE MOORING

AT LOCH CRERAN

Notice is hereby given that Mr Richard Bourne has
applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish
Executive, under section 34 of the Coast Protection
Act 1949, as amended  by the section 36 of the
Merchant Shipping Act 1988, to carry out private
mooring at the above location in the position:

Description Latitude Longitude

Mooring 56 31.16 N 005 23.59 W

Plans showing the position of the works may be
inspected at Benderloch Post Office.

Objections relating to safety of navigation, in respect
of the application, should be made to: Ports and
Harbours Branch, The Scottish Executive, Transport
Division 4, Area 2F North, Mailpoint 2B, Victoria Quay,
Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ, within 28 days of the date of
this notice quoting reference: 2SPC\2\5\234.

Mr Richard Bourne
Ardbhatan
Benderloch
Oban,
PA37 1QS

Neach Rianachd a' Mhòid
Tha Am Mòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail, prìomh Fhèis chultural na
Gàidhlig an Alba a' sireadh neach aig a bheil eòlas farsaing

ann an rianachd airson a bhith ag obair còmhla ris an sgioba a
tha stèidhichte an Oifis Inbhirnis.

Thèid an tuarastal a shuidheachadh a-rèir eòlas obrach.

Airson Pasgan Fiosrachaidh agus Foirm Tagraidh cuiribh fios gu:
Murchadh Moireasdan

Manaidsear Leasachaidh a' Mhòid
Am Mòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail

109 Sràid na h-Eaglais
Inbhirnis       IV1 1EY

Fòn: 01463 709705
Facs: 01463 715557

Post dealain: murdo@the-mod.co.uk
www.the-mod.co.uk

Feumar tagraidhean a chuir a-steach chun seòladh gu h-àrd
ro 5f, Dimàirt 28 Gearran 2006.

Tha Am Mòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail
dealasach a thaobh

co-ionnanachd chothroman.

The NHS needs your views

www.nhshealthquality.org

We would like your views on new Scotland-wide
draft standards on blood transfusion. These aim 
to ensure that blood transfusion is well-organised,
safe, and effective, and that patients are given clear 
and appropriate information.

Meetings will be held on Wednesday 1 March in the 
Dundee Hilton 10.00am to 3.30pm and Tuesday 14 March
in the Best Western Beardmore Conference Hotel, 
Glasgow 10.00am to 3.30pm

Please contact us by Friday 17 February to take part in the
Dundee meeting, or Monday 27 February to attend the
Glasgow event.

To talk to someone about what will happen at the
meetings and book a place, contact Darren Ross on 
0141 225 6894 or register online at www.nhshealthquality.org.
Places are available on a first-come first-served basis.

Solicitor*
£27,822 - £30,288 Kilmory, Lochgilphead 
You will join a small team providing legal advice and representation across the full 
range of local authority functions. Although we are looking for a qualified solicitor, 
trainees about to complete their traineeships will be considered.
You must possess a LLB with a full unrestricted Practising Certificate from the Law 
Society of Scotland. Experience of local authority work and/or court work would be 
an advantage although not essential provided you are willing to engage in areas of 
work that may be new to you. You must have a flexible approach, be able to work as 
part of a team and take on a personal caseload including court work. A valid driving 
licence essential. Ref: CPL21007.
For a recruitment pack call 01546 604034/604029.

Duty Officers (Leisure) 3 Posts
£16,515 - £17,877
Ref: OSF20883 - Mid Argyll
Ref: OSF20862 - Oban
Ref: OSF20523 - Oban (Part Time)
Full Time 35 hours working to a rota of five days out of seven.
Part Time approx 20 hours per week.
You will be responsible for the safety, performance, quality of service delivery, security 
and efficient operation of the Leisure Facility and staff during your period of duty.
It is desirable that you have membership of ILAM, ISRM, or other relevant professional 
body along with a qualification in Health & Safety. You must have a minimum of 3 
years’ practical experience of service delivery within the leisure industry, preferably in 
a supervisory position. Experience in assisting with the implementation of training and 
activity programmes within a sports centre environment would be an advantage along 
with experience of assisting with the organisation and management of entertainment, 
cultural, community and sporting events. Experience in organising staff rotas, cash 
handling, and stock control management would be an advantage, as would knowledge 
of COSHH regulations and safe systems of work applicable to leisure facilities along 
with a familiarity with Quality Systems and Microsoft Desk applications. You will have 
proven leadership and well developed communication skills and should possess a high 
degree of personal commitment, responsibility and enthusiasm. You should preferably 
be able to act as Licensee for Council premises.
For a recruitment pack call 01546 604658.

Childcare and Education Worker* (3 posts) 
(Temporary until 29 June 2006)
£16,515 - £17,877 pro rata
17 hours per week term-time
Ref: CSE35570 - Craignish Primary School Pre-Five Unit 
RE-ADVERTISEMENT: PREVIOUS APPLICANTS NEED NOT RE-APPLY
Ref: CSE35240 - Taynuilt Primary School Pre-Five Unit
You will work as an effective member of an early years team delivering a flexible, high 
quality, education and care centred service that meets the needs of young children 
and their families.
An HNC, NNEB or equivalent or recent relevant experience in providing pre-school 
education is essential. In due course all those applying for early education and child 
care posts will be required to register with the Scottish Social Services Council. 
For a recruitment pack for these positions call 01369 708546. 

Smoking Prohibition Officers
(Temporary to March 2008)
£16,515 - £17,877  
Ref: CPL23246T - Oban
Ref: CPL23226T - Lochgilphead
35 hours per week
You will work as part of a local team carrying out visits to commercial and public 
premises, promoting compliance with new legislation prohibiting smoking in enclosed 
spaces. Carrying out compliance checks, you will provide advice and guidance and 
where necessary issue fixed penalty notices and prepare formal reports. Required to 
undertake some evening work, you will need to have the use of a vehicle for travelling 
about the local area, for which you will be paid.
This is an ideal role for someone interested in public health issues and with demonstrable 
good communication, interpersonal and organisational skills. You must possess a 
minimum of 2 Higher Grades or equivalent qualifications/experience and a valid driving 
licence. Experience in enforcement work and in preparing/presenting promotional 
material would be an advantage, whilst experience and skill in the use of MS Office 
(Word and Excel) would be desirable. 
For a recruitment pack call 01546 604034/604029.

Area Warden 
£15,063 - £16,116 Isle of Mull 
You will be responsible to the Area Roads & Amenity Services Manager for carrying 
out specified duties including recording use of the Council’s pier facilities and ensuring 
the payment of pier dues, day to day management of the Council’s car parks, basic 
maintenance of the car park ticket machines and basic inspection of pier facilities 
and public toilets.
An ONC/SVQ level or equivalent relevant experience is desirable and good literacy, 
numeracy and communication skills, both written and oral, are essential along with 
knowledge of relevant regulatory procedures and experience in the piers or fishing 
industry being desirable. Cash handling experience would be an advantage, you must 
be capable of dealing with confrontational situations in a calm and self-confident 
manner and be motivated and able to meet targets under pressure. A valid driving 
licence is essential along with the ability to travel within a specified geographical area 
and availability for working out with normal hours including weekends and evening 
work when appropriate. Ref: OSR00626.
For a recruitment pack call 01546 604870.

Cafè Manager*
Up to £14,220 Aqualibrium, Campbeltown 
35 hours per week worked 5 days from 7
We are looking for an entrepreneurial, enthusiastic person preferably with an interest 
in sport and physical activity to deliver a catering service which meets the needs of 
the centre users and contributes to the reputation of the centre through the quality 
of service offered and effective finance performance.
You must hold a Food Handler’s Certificate and HACCP with an HND/HNC or 
equivalent in Catering/Hotel Management preferred along with Health and Safety 
and/or Customer Care qualifications. You will be an effective communicator and 
have management experience in a catering outlet and of cash handling, budgetary 
control and supervision and development of staff. Experience of function catering 
and management would be beneficial. You will also have knowledge of Food Safety, 
the preparation and service of meals and snacks and the ability to organise your own 
and others’ workloads. The ability to prepare reports and knowledge of costing systems 
would be an advantage. Ref: OSF20900.

For a recruitment pack call 01546 604658.

Clerical Assistant* (3 posts)
£9,945 - £14,220 pro rata

Ref: CSE51230 and CSE51240 - Lochnell Primary School
15.75 hours per week term-time

Ref: CSE51520 - Inveraray Primary School 
30.5 hours per week term-time

You will undertake administration tasks as delegated by 
the head teacher such as typing, word processing, photocopying, filing, reception/telephone 
duties and any other relevant duties as required. 
You must possess a minimum of 3 Standard Grades (Level 1, 2 or 3) or equivalent 
qualifications/experience.

Classroom Assistant* (3 posts)
£9,945 - £14,220 pro rata

Ref: CSE53490 - Lochnell Primary School 
11.25 hours per week term-time

Ref: CSE54330 - Iona Primary School 
5.25 hours per week term-time permanent
8 hours per week term time temporary until 29th June 2006

Ref: CSE55450 - Lochgilphead High School 
32 hours per week term-time

You will contribute to the quality of care and welfare of pupils, the effective 
organisation and use of resources, the quality of learning and teaching in the 
classroom and the needs of pupils in effectively accessing the curriculum.
You must possess a minimum of 3 Standard Grades (Level 1, 2 or 3) or equivalent 
qualifications/experience.
For a recruitment pack for the above six positions call 01369 708546.

Clerical Assistant 
(Temporary until 30th June 2006)
£9,945 - £14,220 Kilmory, Lochgilphead 
You will be responsible for the provision of clerical support to the Capital Programme Section 
including typing, including audio typing, filing, data input and maintenance of databases and 
the administration of CHS with regard to guarantees and completion certificates. 
You must possess a minimum of 3 Standard Grades (Level 1, 2 or 3) to include English 
and Maths or equivalent qualifications/experience. A working knowledge of Microsoft 
Office (Word, Excel and Access) is desirable. Ref: SH3518.
For a recruitment pack call 01546 604555. 

Clerical Assistant
£9,945 - £14,220 Campbeltown 
You will be responsible for general clerical duties within the Council Tax Masterfile 
Section. Duties include updating the Document Management System and dealing with 
telephone and counter enquiries.
You must possess a minimum of 3 Standard Grades (Level 1, 2 or 3) to include English 
and Maths or equivalent qualifications/experience. You must be computer literate with 
knowledge of Microsoft Office and one year’s finance/administrative experience would 
be desirable. Ref: CPF23128.
For a recruitment pack call 01546 604034/604029.

Clerical Assistants (Temporary) (2 posts)
£9,945 - £14,220 Campbeltown 

Based within the Council’s payroll section you will be responsible for a range of payroll 
duties including the preparation and input of payroll data, responding to pay enquiries 
and the application of both Conditions of Service and Statutory Legislation.

You must possess a minimum of 3 Standard Grades (Level 1, 2 or 3) to include English 
and Maths or equivalent qualifications/experience. Experience in an administrative or 
finance background especially within payroll would be a distinct advantage. You must 
be computer literate, self-motivated and organised and the ability to work accurately 
and confidently under pressure to strict deadlines is essential and a willingness to work 
additional hours when required is desirable. Ref: CPF22212T.

For a recruitment pack call 01546 604034/604029.

Swimming Development Co-ordinator* 
£6.7008 - £7.0257 per hour dependent on qualifications 
Aqualibrium, Campbeltown 
37 hours per week

You will co-ordinate and implement a swimming development programme in line with the 
Council Sports Development Strategy and in support of community needs.

You must hold an ASA Level 1 Swim Teachers’ qualification or equivalent. Experience of 
swimming development and teaching would be beneficial. A First Aid Certificate, ASA Swim 
Teacher Certificate or equivalent and basic IT skills would be an advantage. Ref: OSF20894.

For a recruitment pack call 01546 604658.

Ferry Operative*
£6.2903 per hour plus contractual overtime and shift allowance Cuan - Luing 
Rotating Shift System - Annualised hours. 
You will be responsible for operating the ferry between Cuan and the Island of Luing as 
one of two qualified crew. Duties will include undertaking the necessary checks, sailing 
the vessel to a timetabled schedule including emergency call outs and agreed out of 
hours sailings. General maintenance of the vessel will be required.
You must hold a Boatmaster Grade 2 certificate or equivalent with a GMDSS 
licence being desirable. You must have knowledge of the legislation and regulations 
pertaining to the operation of a small vehicle and passenger carrying ferry vessel with 
preferably work experience in similar circumstances. The ability to deal with the public 
in a polite, courteous and firm manner is essential and you must be trustworthy with 
a flexible approach to maintaining the provision of the service. Some experience in 
cash handling and a certificate in First Aid would be an advantage. A tied house will 
be available for renting. Ref: OSR00126.
For a recruitment pack call 01546 604620.
*Applicants should note that this is an EXCEPTED POST, i.e. a post to which the 
Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974 (Exceptions) Order 1975, as amended, applies.
Successful applicants will be subject to Disclosure Scotland vetting.
Closing date for all posts 24th February 2006.

To find out more about living and working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

The Council welcomes applications from New Deal Applicants.

We are an 
Equal Opportunities Employer

A ‘no smoking’ policy is operated 

1

COAST PROTECTION ACT 1949

APPLICATION FOR MOORINGS AT

LOCH ALINE, MORVERN

Notice is hereby given that The Loch Aline Moorings

Association has applied to the Scottish Ministers of the

Scottish Executive, under section 34 of the Coast

Protection Act 1949, as amended  by the section 36 of

the Merchant Shipping Act 1988, to carry out moorings

at the above location in the positions(s):

Description Latitude Longitude

Moorings area 56 32.85N 05 45.53W

56 32.85N 05 45.44W

56 32.52N 05 45.43W

56 32.42N 05 45.58W

56 32.42N 05 45.90W

56 32.57N 05 45.69W

Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected

at The Post Office, Lochaline, Morvern.

Objections relating to safety of navigation, in respect of

the application should be made to:

Ports and Harbours Branch, The Scottish Executive,

Transport Division 4, Area 2F North, Mailpoint 2B, Victoria

Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ within 28 days of the date of

this notice quoting reference: 2SPC\2\5\216

Mr. P. Mitchell

Secretary Loch Aline Moorings Association

C/o Smart

The Old Schoolhouse

1 Kirkliston Road

South Queensferry

EH30 9NU

ARGYLL & THE ISLANDS

LOCAL ECONOMIC FORUM

Members of the public are invited

to attend a meeting of the

Argyll & the Islands Local Economic Forum

To be held at Argyll and the

Islands Enterprise Office,

Kilmory, Lochgilphead

On Wednesday 15th February 2006

At 11am

Any enquiries to be directed to Mari McFarlane

Argyll and the Islands Enterprise

Tel: 01546 605433
1

1

requires a

COPY TYPIST
  to work in Oban office

Monday and Tuesday 9a.m. – 5p.m.
Excellent keyboard skills, spelling and grammar
essential.  Please apply in writing enclosing C.V.

and contact details  to: Christine MacBryde,
Personnel Officer, The Oban Times Ltd.

P. O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB Fax: 01631 568001
or email: personnel@obantimes.co.uk
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THE WEST HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS BEST READ PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD SEEN BY MORE THAN *40,000 READERS EACH WEEK

(* Source JICREG Reader per copy average from ABC Audit)PUBLIC NOTICES

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL
Notices Under the Town and Country Planning Acts
The applications for Planning Permission listed below, and Environmental Statements where
appropriate, together with the plans and other documents submitted with them may be
examined at the AREA PLANNING OFFICE, FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FT WILLIAM,
PH33 6XY, between the hours of 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday and at the location where
listed below during normal office hours.
Written comments (whether supporting or opposing the applications) may be made to the
AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS MANAGER at the address below within the
period listed below from the date of publication of this notice.

Applicant Name & Proposal Description           Location where application
Development Address may be inspected &
Reference Number reason for Advertisement

Mr & Mrs P Lever
Plot 2, Adjacent To Swordle
Chalet, Achateny
Acharacle, Argyll
06/00036/REMLO

Ardnamurchan Estates
South Of Kilchoan House Hotel,
Pier Road, Kilchoan
05/00478/OUTLO

Mr And Mrs Walmsley
Plot 1, West Of Poulary
Invergarry
06/00030/REMLO

Erection of House

Erection of House (Outline)

Erection of House 
and Garage

Acharacle Post Office
Section 34 of the Act 
(14 Days)

Kilchoan Post Office
Development Contrary to
Development
Plan (Potential) (21 Days)

Invergarry Post Office
Section 34 of the Act 
(14 Days)

Area Planning and Building Standards Manager, Lochaber Dafydd Jones, Highland Council,
Fulton House, Gordon Square, Ft William, PH33 6XY. Tel: (01397) 707015, Fax: (01397) 707022. 
E-Mail planning.lochaber@highland.gov.uk

LODGE ST MODAN

(No. 985)

REGULAR

MEETING

to be held on

February 15, 2006

at 7.45 p.m.

E.A. Degree  :  Affiliation

Ballot  :  AOCB

Enquiry committee and rehearsal

to be held on Monday

February 13 at 7.30 p.m.

The Environmental Impact Assessment 
(Fish Farming In Marine Waters) Regulations 1999
Proposed Salmon Farm Site
An application has been received for development of a new finfish farm site at:-

Reference Applicant Location Map Reference

XX100/106B Offshore Farm  Inchmarnoch,  NS 018 621
  Development Ltd north of Bute Lat:  55° 48.731’N
    Long: 05° 9.724’W

An Environmental Statement (ES) covering this site is available for inspection with a copy 
of the application form at Rothesay Post Office, Isle of Bute and at The Crown Estate, 
6 Bell’s Brae, Edinburgh, EH4 3BJ.

Copies of the application and Executive Summary of the ES can be obtained from 
The Crown Estate and copies of the ES can be purchased from Dr Richard Corner, 
Institute of Aquaculture, Pathfoot Building, University of Stirling, Stirling, FK9 4LA 
at a price of £25 for a CD or £35 for a paper copy.

Written comments should be submitted within 42 days of the date of this notice to 
Senior Planning Officer, Argyll & Bute Council, Milton House, Milton Avenue, Dunoon, 
PA23 7DU.

Dated: 9 February 2006 

RE-ADVERTISEMENT OF TENDERS 
FOR SCHOOL TRANSPORT
and
LOCAL BUS SERVICES
Argyll and Bute Council are responsible for the procurement of 
a. all school transport within the Council’s area
b. all subsidised local bus services with the exception of that part of Argyll and Bute which falls within the designated 
area of Strathclyde Passenger Transport Authority (generally, the Helensburgh area and Rosneath peninsula).
Accordingly, fresh tenders for the undernoted school and local service contracts, originally advertised last 
October, which will commence during 2006 and operate for varying periods up to thirty-nine months. Tenderers 
who submitted bids in December must re-tender.

Area Contract 
Ref.

Type Period 
(Months)

Area Served Approx. 
No. of 
Pupils

Mull 1147B S 39 Torloisk and Dervaig 
(Link for Tobermory 
High School)

4

Lorn 1315K S 19 Glaceriska Road End 
and Appin (Link for 
Oban High School)

14

Lorn 1353A S 23 St Columbas Primary 
School (Gaelic Unit) 
and Oban North Pier

2

Lorn 1358 S 23 St Columbas 
Primary School and 
Glenshellach Road

4

Lorn 1410J S 39 Strath of Appin 
Primary School and 
Fasnacloich

6

Lorn 1411L S 39 Strath of Appin 
Primary School and 
Port Appin

7

Lorn 1430H S/L 39 Dalmally Primary 
School and Loch Awe 
via Stronmilchan

28

Islay 1816H S 36 The Oa and Port Ellen 
(Link for Islay High 
School)

1

Islay 1824H S 36 Port Ellen Primary 
School and Kildalton

11

Islay 1826H S 36 Port Ellen Primary 
School and The Oa 
via Glenegadale

7

Islay 1843 S 39 Bowmore Primary 
School and High 
School and Bridgend

14

TYPE CODE: L= Local Service Contract; S= School Contract; S/L= School and Local Service Contract

PLEASE NOTE: The smaller school contracts can be undertaken by private individuals using private cars or people 
carriers subject to obtaining appropriate insurance, the vehicle to be used passing an inspection by the Council’s 
Fleet Manager and the driver or drivers being vetted by Disclosure Scotland.
Tender documentation and contract specifications for any of the above will only be supplied in response 
to a written request, fax or email specifying the contracts for which documentation is sought. The Public 
Transport Officer, Argyll and Bute Council, Development Services, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT or by Fax to 
01546 604291 or email to public.transport@argyll-bute.gov.uk.
Closing date for the receipt of tenders is 12 noon on Tuesday 21st March 2006.

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

The first day of the meeting of the Lorn, Mid Argyll, Kintyre and Islay Divisional Licensing
Board at which the foregoing applications will be considered is Tuesday 7 March 2006 at 1 p.m.
in The Council Chamber, Kilmory, Lochgilphead.
Any person wishing to lodge an objection to any of the foregoing applications should do so by
lodging with the undersigned a written notice of objection specifying the grounds of objection
and also serve a copy of same on the applicant, not later than Monday 27 February 2006, all in
accordance with the provisions of Section 16 of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 1976. A copy of the
Licensing Board leaflet entitled ‘How To Object To A Liquor Licensing Application’ is available
from the office of the undersigned or by telephoning (01546) 604338.

BETTING, GAMING AND LOTTERIES ACT 1963

RENEWALS OF PERMITS AND LICENCES

As required by Paragraph 8 of the First Schedule to the Betting, Gaming and Lotteries Act 1963,
INTIMATION IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Meeting intimated above will also consider
applications for renewal of Bookmakers’ Permits, Bingo and Betting Office Licences under the
above Act. All such applications must be made in duplicate on the official forms available from
the Clerk to the Board, Clerk’s Office, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT.
Any who desires to OBJECT to any particular Permit or Licence must, no later than February 24,
2006, lodge with the Clerk to the Board two copies of a brief statement in writing on the grounds
of objection.
Kilmory SUSAN MAIR
Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT Clerk to the Board

Address of Premises in of which application is made and type of

licence held in respect of these premises

Bellachroy Hotel, Dervaig
(Hotel)

APPLICATION(S) FOR CHILDREN’S CERTIFICATE

Name and address of applicant

Nicholas Hanson, The Bellachroy Hotel,
Dervaig, Isle of Mull

LORN, MID ARGYLL, KINTYRE AND ISLAY
DIVISIONAL LICENSING BOARD

LICENSING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1976 (AS AMENDED BY THE LAW
REFORM [MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS]

[SCOTLAND] ACT 1990)

Application(s) for Regular Extension of Permitted Hours under Section 64
of the above Act

From Board Meeting Tuesday 7 March 2006 to Board Meeting March 2007,
unless otherwise stated

Name and address of applicant

Messrs J. & A. Arrighi,
t/a Ardview Inn, Ardview Inn,
Port Ellen
(Person responsible:
John Arrighi)

Darren Dobson, Cairnbaan
Hotel, Cairnbaan

Neil John MacInnes,
Ardenlea, Benvoulin Road,
Oban

Columba Hotel (Oban)
Limited, Royal Bank
Chambers, Argyll Square,
Oban
(Person responsible:
Gilbert MacKechnie)

Cuilfail Hotel Limited,
Ar Baile, Clachan Seil,
by Oban
(Person responsible:
Jack MacDonald)

Eilean Eisdeal Trust, 6
Easdale Island, by Oban
(Person responsible:
Lyn Noble)

Nuts and Comms Limited,
Fernpoint Hotel, Inveraray
(Person responsible:
Robert Clark)

Albion Tearooms
(Inveraray) Limited,
Gathering Restaurant,
Breadalbane Street, Oban
(Person responsible:
Elizabeth Callander)

Mary McArthur,
Escart Farm, Skipness

The Trustees for the FA
Riley-Smith 1997/2
Accumulation and
Maintenance Settlement,
Sovereign House, P.O. Box
8, Sovereign Street, Leeds
(Person responsible:
Stephen Walton)

Peter Strang, 15 Kilmartin,
Kilmartin

James McCallum,
Secretary, Lodge Lochfyne
(No. 754), Lochnell Street,
Lochgilphead

London and Edinburgh Inns
Limited, Meadow House,
Medway Street, Maidstone
(Person responsible:
Leighanne Shields)

Mendougal 20 Limited,
12 Bruntsfield Crescent,
Edinburgh
(Person responsible:
Ian Brown)

Anna Anderson, Honorary
Secretary, Machrihanish
Golf Club, Machrihanish

Peter Walker,
Coll Cottage,
5 Victoria Street, Tobermory

Portsonachan Hotel Limited,
1 Worsley Court,
High Street, Worsley
(Person responsible:
Judith Parker)

Strathmore Hotels Limited,
116 Strathmore House,
East Kilbride
(Person responsible:
John Braidwood)

Atlantic Edge Hotels Limited,
98 George Street, Glasgow
(Person responsible:
Denise MacKean)

Stonefield Castle Hotel
Limited, per Messrs Brunton
Miller, 22 Herbert Street,
Glasgow
(Person responsible:
Alistair Wilkie)

Aminur Rahman, 11
Montgomery Road,
Cambridge

London and Edinburgh Inns
Limited, Meadow House,
Medway Street, Maidstone
(Person responsible:
Luan McQuade)

Paul Thomson,
2 Ledaig,
Tobermory

London and Edinburgh Inns
Limited, Meadow House,
Medway Street, Maidstone
(Person responsible:
Donald Brown)

Dunstaffnage Yacht Haven
Limited, Dunstaffnage Yacht
Haven, Dunbeg
(Person responsible:
Neil McLaughlan)

Address of premises in of

which application is made and

type of licence held in respect

of these premises

Ardview Inn,
Port Ellen
(Public House)

Cairnbaan Hotel,
Cairnbaan
(Hotel)

Coasters, Oban
(Public House)

Columba Hotel,
Oban
(Hotel)

Cuilfail Hotel,
Kilmelford
(Hotel)

Eilean Eisdeal
Community Hall,
Easdale
(Entertainment)

Fernpoint Hotel,
Inveraray
(Hotel)

Gathering
Restaurant,
Oban
(Public House)

Islay Frigate Hotel,
Tarbert
(Hotel)

Jura Hotel, Jura
(Hotel)

Kilmartin Hotel,
Kilmartin
(Hotel)

Lodge Lochfyne
(No. 754),
Lochgilphead
(Club)

MacGochan’s,
Campbeltown
(Public House)

Machrie Hotel,
Port Ellen
(Hotel)

Machrihanish Golf
Club, Machrihanish
(Club)

Mull Pottery Cafe,
Tobermory
(Refreshment)

Portsonachan Hotel,
Portsonachan
(Hotel)

Royal Hotel,
Oban
(Hotel)

Scarinish Hotel,
Scarinish
(Hotel)

Stonefield Castle
Hotel, Tarbert
(Hotel)

Saifour Indian
Restaurant, Oban
(Restaurant)

Victoria Hotel,
Tarbert
(Hotel)

Western Isles Hotel,
Tobermory
(Hotel)

White Hart Hotel,
Campbeltown
(Hotel)

Wide-Mouthed Frog,
Dunbeg
(Public House)

Nature of extension of hours for which application

is made

Monday to Saturday, 11 p.m. to 1 a.m.;
Sunday 2.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. and
11 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Monday to Saturday, 11 p.m.
to 1 a.m.; Sunday, 11 a.m. to
12.30 p.m.; 2.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.
and 11 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Friday and Saturday, 11 p.m. to
12 midnight; Sunday,
2.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.

Monday to Saturday, 11 p.m.
to 1 a.m.; Sunday, 11 a.m. to
12.30 p.m.; 2.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.
and 11 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Monday to Saturday, 11 p.m.
to 1 a.m.; Sunday, 11 a.m. to
12.30 p.m., 2.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.
and 11 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Friday and Saturday, 11 p.m. to
1 a.m.; Sunday, 2.30 p.m. to
6.30 p.m. and 11 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Monday to Saturday, 11 p.m. to
1 a.m.; Sunday, 11 a.m. to
12.30 p.m., 2.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.
and 11 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Monday to Saturday, 11 p.m. to
1 a.m.; Sunday 2.30 p.m. to
6.30 p.m. and 11 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Monday to Saturday 11 p.m. to
1 a.m.; Sunday 11 a.m. to
12.30 p.m., 2.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.
and 11 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Monday to Saturday 11 p.m. to
1 a.m.; Sunday 11 a.m. to
12.30 p.m., 2.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.
and 11 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Monday to Saturday 11 p.m. to
1 a.m.; Sunday 12 noon to
12.30 p.m., 2.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.
and 11 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Monday to Saturday 11 p.m. to
1 a.m.; Sunday 2.30 p.m. to
6.30 p.m. and 11 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Monday to Friday 11 p.m. to 1 a.m.;
Saturday 11 p.m. to 2 a.m.;
Sunday 2.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. and
11 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Monday to Saturday 11 p.m. to
1a.m.; Sunday 11 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.,
2.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. and 11 p.m. to
1 a.m.

Monday to Saturday 11 p.m. to
1 a.m.; Sunday 11 a.m. to
12.30 p.m., 2.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.
and 11 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Sunday 2.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.

Monday to Saturday 11 p.m. to
1 a.m.; Sunday 11 a.m. to
12.30 p.m., 2.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.
and 11 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Monday to Saturday 11 p.m. to
1 a.m.; Sunday 11 a.m. to
12.30 p.m., 2.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.
and 11 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Monday to  Saturday 11 p.m. to
1 a.m.; Sunday 12 noon to
12.30 p.m., 2.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.
and 11 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Monday to Saturday 11 p.m. to
1 a.m.; Sunday 11 a.m. to
12.30 p.m., 2.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.
and 11 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Monday to Saturday 11 p.m. to
12 midnight; Sunday 12 noon to
12.30 p.m., 5 p.m. to
6.30 p.m. and 11 p.m. to 12 midnight

Monday to Saturday 11 p.m. to
1 a.m.; Sunday 11 a.m. to
12.30 p.m., 2.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.
and 11 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Monday to Saturday 11 p.m. to 1
a.m.; Sunday 11 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.,
2.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. and 11 p.m. to
1 a.m.

Monday to Saturday 11 p.m. to 1 a.m.;
Sunday 12 noon to 12.30 p.m., 2.30
p.m. to 6.30 p.m. and 11 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Monday to Saturday 11 p.m. to
1a.m.; Sunday 2.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.
and 11 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Address of Premises for which Licence is desired

30-32 Union Street, Campbeltown
(Public House – with Sunday opening)

The Argyll Restaurant, Bunessan
(Restaurant)

Site at Lynn Road, Lochavullin, Oban
(Provisional Off-Sale – Section [26/1])

Oyster Inn, Connel
(Provisional Hotel – Section [26/1])

New Restaurant at Melfort Pier and Harbour,
Kilmelford
(Provisional Restaurant – Section [26/2])

APPLICATION(S) FOR NEW LICENCE FOR SALE BY

RETAIL OR SUPPLY OF ALCOHOLIC LIQUOR

Name and address of applicant and, where applicable, person

responsible for the day to day running of the premises

J. & A. Mitchell & Co. Limited,
Springbank Distillery, Campbeltown
(Person responsible: Stuart Campbell)

The Firm of Reef, The Red House,
Assapol, Bunessan
(Person responsible: Donald Cameron)

Aldi Stores Limited, per Messrs John
Batters & Co., 17 Marine Crescent,
Kinning Park, Glasgow

Ecosse Leisure Limited,
7 Glasgow Road, Paisley
(Person responsible: Aisling Thornton)

Oak Tree Catering Limited, per Boyds
Solicitors, 146 West Regent Street,
Glasgow

Thursday 16th

February 2006

11:30a.m. Till 12:30p.m.

Kinlochleven Community Centre

Riverside Road

Kinlochleven

No Appointment necessary

FERGUS

EWING

MSP

ADVICE SURGERIES FOR

CONSTITUENTS

For Further Information Contact:

Constituency Office, Highland Railhouse

Station Square, Inverness IV1 1LE

Telephone: 01463 713004

Email: Fergus.ewing.msp@scottish.parliament.uk

To find out more about living and working in argyll & bute visit us @ www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

PLANNING
TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997, 
RELATED LEGISLATION PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal 
office hours at the location given below. Anyone wishing to make representations should do so 
in writing to the undersigned within 14 or 21 days of the appearance of this notice, whichever 
is applicable as indicated below. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PLANS

• Ref No: 06/00086/DET
Applicant: Mr And Mrs G Cameron
Proposal: Installation of Solid Fuel Stove and Chimney
Site Address: 26 Dalavich Chalet Park Dalavich Taynuilt Argyll 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Taynuilt
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 05/02511/DET
Applicant: Mr And Mrs D Knox
Proposal: Renovation of Dwelling House
Site Address: 23 Easdale Island Oban Argyll PA34 4TB 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Balvicar
Development in Conservation Area 21 Days

• Ref No: 06/00153/DET
Applicant: Mr M Shilson
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse and Detached Garage
Site Address: Plot 4 - Land East Of Glen Houses Aintuim Farm Dervaig Tobermory Isle Of Mull
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Dervaig
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 06/00170/OUT
Applicant: Mr And Mrs David Mudie
Proposal: Site for Erection of Dwellinghouse and Installation of Single Septic Tank
Site Address: Site North East Of Cornaig Beg Isle Of Coll PA78 6TE 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Coll
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 06/00097/DET
Applicant: Mr + Mrs Davies
Proposal: New Garden Room/Conservatory
Site Address: Lagganmore House Kilninver Oban Argyll PA34 4UU
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 06/00182/OUT
Applicant: West Highland Housing Association Ltd
Proposal: Site for Erection of 14 No. Dwellings, Access Road and Play Space
Site Address: Land North West Of Bridge Cottage Lochdon Isle Of Mull 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Craignure
Section 34 and Article 9 Advert 14 Days

• Ref No: 06/00156/VARCON
Applicant: Ennstone Thistle Ltd
Proposal: Application to vary Condition 18 of Mineral Planning Consent 03/00238/MIN
Site Address: Land West Of Culcharron Farm Benderloch Oban Argyll 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Ledaig
Section 34 Advert - 14 Days

• Ref No: 06/00162/OUT
Applicant: Dunstaffnage Estate
Proposal: Erection of Four Dwellinghouses
Site Address: Land Adjacent To Connel Back Road Dunbeg Oban Argyll PA37 1PZ
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Connel
Section 34 and Article 9 Advert 14 Days

• Ref No: 06/00169/DET
Applicant: Gilbert MacKechnie
Proposal: Erection of Sleeping Accommodation for 
Guests with D. U. Provision
Site Address: Glenrigh Private Hotel Corran Esplanade Oban Argyll PA34 5AQ
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office
S60 Setting of Listed Bldg Ad - 21 Days

• Ref No: 06/00127/OUT
Applicant: Christopher D Rose
Proposal: Erection of Ten Dwellings and Conversion of 
Whole House
Site Address: Eredine House Eredine Dalmally Argyll PA33 1BP
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Dalmally
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 06/00174/DET
Applicant: Green Power
Proposal: Temporary 60m meteorological mast supported by guy wires in four quadrants
Site Address: Fernoch Kilchrenan Taynuilt Argyll PA35 1HG
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Taynuilt
Section 34 Advert - 14 Days

Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, Lorn House, Albany 
Street, Oban

TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997, 
RELATED LEGISLATION PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal 
office hours at the location given below. Anyone wishing to make representations should do so 
in writing to the undersigned within 14 or 21 days of the appearance of this notice, whichever 
is applicable as indicated below. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

• Ref No: 06/00151/COU 
Applicant: Mathew Rosier -Tucker
Proposal: Siting of mobile catering unit 10 x 6, Monday to Sunday 8am to Midnight selling 
hot food and snacks
Site Address: Mobile Snack Unit Next To Bowmore Hall Jamieson Street Bowmore Isle Of Islay
Location of Plans: Bowmore Area Office Isle of Islay
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 06/00175/DET 
Applicant: Mr And Mrs Merrall
Proposal: Erection of car garage
Site Address: 2 Queen Street Portnahaven Isle Of Islay PA47 7SJ 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Portnahaven
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 06/00175/DET 
Applicant: Mr And Mrs Merrall
Proposal: Erection of car garage
Site Address: 2 Queen Street Portnahaven Isle Of Islay PA47 7SJ 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Portnahaven
Development in Conservation Area 21 Days

Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, 67 Chalmers Street, 
Ardrishaig PA30 8DX

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT CONTRARY 
TO DEVELOPMENT PLAN) (SCOTLAND) DIRECTION 1996
The following planning applications have been lodged for determination with Argyll and Bute 
Council and are available for inspection during normal working hours at the local area office/
Post Office identified below. The proposals contained in the application are considered to be a 
potential departure from the Development Plan for the area concerned.
Anyone wishing to make representations about any of the applications identified below 
should do so in writing within 21 days from the date of publication of this notice to the Area 
Team Leader Development Control at the address below.
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PLANS

• Ref No: 06/00065/OUT
Applicant: Linda MacGillivray
Proposal: Erection of Private Dwellinghouse
Site Address: Highlee Ardtun Bunessan Isle Of Mull PA67 6DN
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Bunessan Isle of Mull
A18 Local Plan Potential Depart Adv (21)
Potential Departure from Policies RUR 1 and RUR 2 of Mull, Coll and Tiree Local Plan
Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, Lorn House, Albany 
Street, Oban PA34 4AR

Dalmally

Golf Club

Would like to invite all

members to attend the

AGM

On Wednesday 22

February, 2006 at

7.30 – 8pm

At the Club House,

Dalmally
1

Mrs M. Martin is applying
to decroft part of the croft
at 28 Anaheilt, Ardna-
murchan, extending to
0.081 hectare, for the
purpose of providing the
site for a dwelling-house.
Reference C/15651.
Mr and Mrs J. Keenan are
applying to decroft part of
the croft at 5 and 6 Upper
Inveroy, Kilmonivaig,
extending to 0.157 hectare
for the purpose of
providing a site for a
dwelling-house.
Reference C/2902.
If you consider that the
decrofting of these areas
will adversely affect your
crofting interests or that of
the local crofting
community, please make
written representations to
the Crofters Commission,
Castle Wynd, Inverness,
IV2 3EQ, by February 27,
2006, quoting the
appropriate reference.
Representations will be
copied to the applicant.
Comments on any earlier
applications cannot be
taken into account on this
occasion.
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Wedding Album

MacInally - McDougall
Maureen MacInally, Glasgow, and John McDougall,
Oban, were married recently in St Thomas’s RC Church,
Glasgow. The couple held a reception at the Duck Bay
Marina, Loch Lomond.

Lugg - Martin
Caroline Lugg and Robert Martin, both of Twickenham,
Middlesex, were married at Glengorm Castle, Isle of
Mull.

Photograph by Highland Photos of Oban.

Armitage - Jones
Sarah Armitage and Nicolas Jones, of the Barriemore
Hotel, Oban, were married at Barcaldine Castle by the
groom’s father the Rev C A Jones. The couple held a
reception in the Barriemore Hotel and spent their
honeymoon touring the Scottish Borders.

Photograph by Highland Photos of Oban.

Cameron - Edgar
Dianne Cameron and Garry Edgar, both of Inverlochy
Court, Fort William, were married at Kilmonavaig
Church, Spean Bridge, by the Rev Donald MacQuarrie.
The couple held a reception at the West End Hotel, Fort
William.

Photograph by Anthony MacMillan, Fort William.

Miller - MacKechnie
Helen Miller and Stewart MacKechnie were married in
St Lucia. The couple held a reception at the Argyllshire
Gathering Halls, Oban.

Smith - Tolland
Jacqueline Smith, eldest daughter of Jim and Susan
Lawriestone, Achintore Road, Fort William, and
Christopher Tolland, of Glasgow, were married at St
Margaret’s Church, Roy Bridge, by Father Thomas
Wynne. The couple held a reception at Inverlochy Castle
Hotel, Fort William.

Photography by Anthony MacMillan, Fort William.

Thomson - Brooker
Samantha Thomson and Calvin Brooker, of Achaphubuil,
Fort William, were married at Fort William Registry
Office.

Photograph by Margaret Boyd.

Watt - MacFarlane
Claire Watt and Norman MacFarlane, both of Tobermory,
were married in Tobermory Parish Church. They held
their reception in the Anchorage, Tobermory.

Photograph by Highland Photos of Oban.

MacGregor - Sinclair
Catherine MacGregor and Garry Sinclair, both of
Dumbarton Road, Fort William, were married in
Glenfinnan Church by Father Donald MacKinnon. The
couple held a reception in The Ben Nevis Hotel, Fort
William.

Photograph by Anthony MacMillan, Fort William.

Zall - MacCallum
Carol Zall and Iain MacCallum were married in
Maryland, USA. Iain is the eldest son of Bill and Mary
MacCallum, Fernoch Park, Lochgilphead, and Carol is
the daughter of Rochelle and the late Milton Zall, Silver
Spring, Maryland, USA.

Bhatt - Nevay
Pavana Bhatt and Andrew Nevay, both of Liberton, Edinburgh, were married at Melfort
Pier in a civil wedding ceremony. The couple held a reception at the Shower of Herring.

Photograph by Highland Photos of Oban.

Stewart - Cringean
Jennifer Stewart, from Taynuilt, and Mark Cringean, from Oban, were married in
Kilchrenan Parish Church by the Rev Margaret Miller. The couple held a reception in
the Falls of Lora Hotel, Connel.

Photograph by Highland Photos of Oban.

Keston - McManus
Dr Judith Keston, Ardtoe, and Ciaran McManus, Ireland,
were married at St Paul’s Church, Kinross, by the Rev
Dr Marion Keston.

Photograph by Gladys Johnston.

Innes - MacKillop
Tracy Innes of Caol, Fort William, and Keith MacKillop,
Inverlochy, were married at Duncansburgh Parish Church,
Fort William. They held their reception at Caol
Community Centre.

Smith - MacLeod
Allison Smith and John MacLeod, both of Ardconnel
Road, Oban, were married in the Falls of Lora Hotel,
Connel, by the Rev Liz Gibson. The couple also held
their reception at the hotel.

Photograph by Highland Photos of Oban.
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Auchlyne

Charolais to

158p per

kilo at

Stirling

UNITED Auctions Stirling
had forward 1038 store cat-
tle and 76 cast cows, plus
478 store and feeding sheep
at its weekly sale at
Kildean, Stirling on
Wednesday.

Bullocks sold to 158p per
kilo for a Charolais cross
off  Auchlyne to average at
119.1p.

Heifers came under the
hammer to a top of 122p per
kilo for a Charolais cross
off of Auchenrivoch to av-
erage at 111.4p

The 78 cast cows aver-
aged at 64.20 per kilo and
sold to a top of 94p per kilo
for a Belgian Blue cross off
The Ross.

Lochaber crofter believes crofting

will vanish if draft bill not challenged
A LOCHABER crofter has
joined in condemnation of
the Scottish Executive’s
handling of the Crofting
Reform Bill.

Michael Foxley, a crofter
at Treslaig, near Fort
William, for 32 years, be-
lieves the crofting system
could vanish within a gen-
eration if the draft Bill’s
present terms exposed the
system to the free market
by valuing crofting tenan-
cies.

He said: ‘I am totally op-
posed to valuing a croft
tenancy. To do so will de-
stroy the crofting system
within a generation.

‘By placing a financial
value on a croft tenancy,
it turns that croft into a
capital asset.

‘This move will acceler-
ate disputes within fami-
lies who will wish to see
the asset valued and equi-
tably distributed amongst
them.

‘For many, to do so will
be to sell that croft on the
open market.’

Highland MSP John
Farqhar Munro said he un-
derstood that any amend-
ments to the Bill would
now not be made until it
Bill reached its Stage Two
consideration in parlia-
ment, instead of earlier.

He said the executive
had understood the con-
cerns raised about the
draft Bill’s terms which

would expose crofting to
the free market.

‘This will cause very
great concern in crofting
circles as it will appear
that their concerns have
been ignored.

‘They made their fears
very clear.

‘Ideally, I want to see
amendments to the Bill
before it is introduced.

‘An acceptable alterna-
tive would be a clear state-
ment from ministers set-

ting out in detail their pro-
posals for later amend-
ments.

‘This would have the
benefit of allowing them
to be discussed in public
before the amendments
are considered in parlia-
ment.

‘The Bill is an opportu-
nity to give crofting a sus-
tainable future as the
backbone of Highland ru-
ral society, but if we don’t
get it right it could have

exactly the opposite ef-
fect.

‘It is vital the crofting
community feels it can
back the Bill, but that will
not be possible if it is in-
troduced without amend-
ments addressing the con-
cerns or a clear statement
outlining amendments to
be introduced during its
Stage Two consideration.’

He said the integrity of
rural development minis-
ter Ross Finnie and his

deputy, Rhona Brankin
were at stake.

‘They have agreed they
would take the Bill back
and rewrite it in more ap-
propriate terms that were
to the benefit of crofting,’
he said.

‘If that doesn’t happen,
then their own credibility
will be in question and the
campaign to get an appro-
priate Bill for the regula-
tion of crofting will con-
tinue.’

Treslaig crofter
Michael Foxley

FORMS which would al-
low the monitoring of
movements of sheep
throughout Scotland should
have been completed and
returned to Scottish Execu-
tive Environment and Ru-
ral Affairs Department
(SEERAD) area offices be-
fore February 1.

However, according the
National faemers Union
Scotland (NFUS) many
famers have never received
their compulsory paper-
work.

New legislation now re-
quires all sheep and goat
keepers to return the total
number of their sheep and
goats at January 1 each
year.

All sheep and goat keep-
ers were to have received an
annual inventory form in
the post but it has been
dicovered that the form has
not been sent to everyone
who keeps sheep or goats.

This form should be com-
pleted, and returned in the
stamped addressed enve-
lope provided, as soon as
possible.

If you have not received
the annual inventory form
or have any queries, then
you should contact the
Scottish Animal Movement
Unit, based in Edinburgh,
on 0131 244 4203.

NFUS were keep to strees
that the sheep inventory ex-
ercise does not involve the
agricultural staff at the lo-
cal SEERAD area offices
therefore local offices
should not be contacted.

NFUS Livestock Policy
Manager, Lisa Webb,
said:‘Although these forms
were to be returned by 1
February, farmers need not
worry if they have not done
so.

‘If you have not received
an inventory  form or not
returned one and keep
sheep or goats you should
contact the Scottish Animal
Movement Unit on 0131
244 4203’.

WHETHER Argyll and the
islands could sustain a
small slaughter house or
aim for mobile abbattoir
will be discussed at a meet-
ing in Oban later this
month.

Adding value to agricul-
tural production in Argyll
was one of the four key
themes brought out in the
recent Agricultural Strategy
for the Argyll area pub-
lished in July 2005.

One of the major limiting
factors to producers of live-
stock in the area was lack
of slaughtering and
processing facilities.

Highland and islands en-
terprise (HIE) have taken
this issue on board and have
committed themselves to
exploring the opportunities
for setting up some form of
facility covering the west
coast regions of Scotland.

Consultants, Peter
Campbell and Hugh
Fullerton-Smith have been
commissioned by HIE to
draw up a business model
upon which to set up
abbattoir facilities.

Hugh Fullerton-Smith
said: ‘The big question is,
do we go for mobile
abbattoir with local dock-
ing facilities or do we go for
a small number of strategi-
cally placed ‘modular ’
abbattoirs covering their

THE ANNUAL Lochaber
Shepherds Stockjudging
competition raised over
£600 for Belford Hospital,
Fort William and the local
kidney dialysis fund.

The stockjudging ring at Lochaber Rural Complex on Friday.

buffet, supplied by the la-
dies, was enjoyed by all the
competitors.

Proceeds from the compe-
tition and the excellent raf-
fle came to £604 to be split
equally between Belford

Shepherds’ competition raises more than £600 for charity

The competition was held
at Lochaber Rural Complex
on Friday, February 3.

The judge for the evening
was Alistair MacDougall
and there was an excellent

turnout with 75 competitors
taking part on the night.

A tup lamb competition
was also held during the
evening and was won by
Glengloy Estates.

As usual an impressive

Hospital and the local Kid-
ney Dialysis Fund.
Results:
Open
1 Angus Cameron; 357 points
(also won local competition)
2= George MacPherson/Robbie
Campbell; 346pts

4 Ewan Campbell 344pts
5 Sybil MacPherson 332pts (also
won Ladies Cup)
Under 16s
1 Grant MacPherson: 322pts
2 Christine MacGregor; 302pts
3 Megan Campbell; 285pts
4 Faith MacIntosh; 279pts
5 Laura MacLeod; 271pts

Abbattoir

for Argyll?
own local areas. The real
key to the success of this
project will be setting up a
marketing strategy to en-
sure continuous demand for
the products coming out of
the abbattoir and most im-
portantly adding value to
these products’.

Malcolm MacDonald,
Ardachy Farm, North
Connel and Lorn branch
chairman of NFU Scotland
said: ‘This issue has been
on the go for over 15 years
and we welcome the oppor-
tunity to discuss the practi-
cal options available for
killing and marketing our
primestock.

‘However, we should also
remember that Argyll is
predominately a store live-
stock producing area and
therefore getting a steady
supply of finished stock
will be a huge challenge’.

A meeting will be held in
Oban on Friday February
17 at 4pm within Oban
Livestock Centre to discuss
the possible setting up of
new abbattoir services cov-
ering the Highlands and Is-
lands.

All interested parties are
invited to attend and tea and
coffee will be available.
Further information is
available from Euan
Warnock, NFU Scotland
on 01631 567036.

BACK TO rain - after an
unusually dry spell admit-
tedly, but not a big surprise.

The north west of Scot-
land is the wettest part of
Britain by any measure, and
one of the wettest parts of
the world, with more than
three metres of rain per year
in places. Most of this is
brought in by westerly air-
streams from the Atlantic,
which deposit their mois-
ture load when they reach
the steep peaks of the west
Highlands - from Ben More
and Ben Cruachan in the
south to Foinaven and Ben
Hope in the north. The Heb-
ridean islands receive their
share as well, especially
where they are mountain-
ous - notably Skye, Rum,
Jura and the Western Isles.

Other parts of Europe
have comparable annual
rainfall, but western Scot-
land is unusual in that the
rain is spread relatively
evenly over the year.

Meteorologists count the
number of ‘wet days’ as
days with at least 1mm of
rain.

Although we have plenty
of fine weather, much of
Argyll, Lochaber and Skye
has at least 200 ‘wet days’
a year - that’s nearly three
in five days with a measur-
able amount of rain (or
snow), compared with only
two in five days around In-
verness for example.

Knoydart and the West Highlands and islands wouldn’t be such special
places for nature without our wet weather!

Our climate is described
as highly ‘oceanic’ - wet,
windy and cloudy but with-
out extremes of tempera-
ture. The proximity of the
Atlantic ensures relatively
mild winters, whilst the
cloud and wind keep sum-
mers relatively cool. It is
easy to forget that this oce-
anic climate is a major rea-
son for the unique range of
flora, fauna and habitats in
the west of Scotland. With-
out all this rainfall there
would not be the abundance
of bogs and wet moorland,
with specialised and colour-
ful plants such as sundews,

bog asphodel and heath-
spotted orchid.

Many bog pools and
lochans, with their water lil-
ies, dragonflies and
damselflies, and nesting
red-throated divers, would
dry up. It is because of the
humid climate that our oak,
birch and hazel woods are
of world significance for
biodiversity - the ferns,
mosses and liverworts
which carpet the ground
and drip from the trees are
entirely dependant on the
constantly moist, mild con-
ditions.

One of the wettest parts of

all is Knoydart, though to
be fair I have had some very
fine days out there. It is a
rugged, spectacular area
facing out to Skye, with that
combination of mountain
and sea that makes the west
of Scotland so special.

Next Friday February 17
at 7.30pm representatives
of the Knoydart Foundation
will give an illustrated talk
entitled ‘Ranging the
Rough Bounds’, at the
Alexandra Hotel in Fort
William. As usual, all are
welcome at this meeting of
the Natural History Society.
Highland Darter

Nature Times

Sheep

farmers’

forms fail

to appear

Argyll

Blackie

breeders

host

stockjudging

THE Blackface Sheep-
breeders Association North
Argyll Branch will host its
annual stockjuding compe-
tition this Friday (February
10) at Dalmally Auction
Mart, commencing at
7.30pm.

There will be eight classes
to pass judgement on, and
this year there will also be
a novelty class plus the
open tup hogg class.

Judging for the evening is
in the capable hands of Mr
Bill Brady, North Amulree
and there will be the usual
prizes for adults, ladies,
team  and juniors.

Refreshments will be
available as will teas etc,
raffles and a raffle for a
shepherd’s crook so come
along and renew acquaint-
ances and have a good night
out.

Rising lamb

trade at

Dingwall

DINGWALL and Highland
Marts sold 1195 store sheep
at its sale on Wednesday at
Dingwall with all classes
showed an increase on the
last sale.

Cheviot lambs from
Badanloch estate sold to
£42 with Suffolk crosses
from 192 The Doll to
£40.50.

Texel ewes from
Woodend sold to £53.50
and to £45 from The Doll
and £40 for Cheviotsn from
Ashley while  cast rams
fetched to £32 for Cheviots
from Achentoul Farms.

DINGWALL -

Dingwall and

Highland Marts

Lambs
Cheviot - £42 Badanloch Estate;
£38 Shewglie Farmers; £37
Inchbae, Woodlands and
Lochcoire.
Suffolk cross - £40.50 192 The
Doll; £39 Inchbae; £38.50 Fox-
hole.
Cross - £38 192 The Doll; £34
Balmacaan and Shewglie Farm-
ers; £32 Linnie.
Texel cross - £36.50 Balrailan;
£35 Badanloch (Malcolm); £32
Badanloch Estate.

STIRLING -

United Auctions

Bullocks
Hartwood HF (LimX) £680,
Auchenbrae (BBX) £665 and
(CharX) £655, Torbrex (SimX)
£640, Hartwood HF (SalX)
£635, Tower (BAX) £600,
Vicarsford (AAX) £590,
Heifers
South Brownhill (BAX) £635,
Wester Clunie (LimX) £610,
Liscleugh (RomX) and Tower
(SalX) £595, Torbrex (SimX)
£580, Quinloch (AAX) £580
Bullocks per kilo - Auchlyne
(CharX) 158p, Bangour (BBX)
131p, Milton (SimX) 130p, Lorn
(LimX) 130p, Hartwood HF(
SalX) 119p, Tower (AAX) 118p,
Cairncurran (HF) 84p

Heifers per kilo - Auchenrivoch
(CharX) and Quinloch (LimX)
122p, South Brownhill (BAX)
119p, Torbrex (SimX) 117p,
Elmscleugh (BBX) 111p &
(AAX) 108p
Cast cows
Pitlochie (AAX) £700, The Ross
(LimX) £695& (BBX) £685 &
(CharX) £665, Beild (BGX)
£620, Fallside (HF) £440
Cast cows per kilo - The Ross
(BBX) 94p, Bield (BGX) 92p,
Pitlochie (LimX) 86p, The Ross
(CharX) 83p, Fallside (HF) 54p
Lambs
Dall (Chev) £46.80, Place
(Mule) £36.50, Mayfield (Suff)
£36, Hillhead (Mule) £34.80,
Rhodders (BF) £31.80, Dall (BF)
£31, Glorrist Est & Shields (BF)
£30.80,

Ewes
Bovain (BF) £23.80 Rams per
head - Drumloist (BF) £20.50

Blackface - £30.50 Shewglie
Farmers; £30 1&2 Ose; £28.50
Balmacaan.
Ewes
Texel - £53.50 Woodend.
Suffolk cross - £45 192 The Doll;
£41 Woodend; £30 Ashley.
Border Leicester - £41 Woodend;
£37 Brae of Cantray.
Cheviot - £40 Ashley; £37.50
South Balkeith; £37 192 The
Doll.
Charollais - £34.50 Whitebog.
Mule - £34 South Clunes; £30.50
11 Newmore.
Texel cross - £25.50.
Blackface - £24 Blackford.
Rams
Cheviot - £32 Achentoul Farms.
Suffolk - £31 Woodlands.
Blackface - £23 Aird and Torrish
Estate.

F U R N I T U R E

AUCTION SALE

in Lochaber Rural Complex, Aonach Mhor Road

On Saturday, 25th Februaray 2006

ENTRIES ACCEPTED ON

THURSDAY 23rd and FRIDAY 24th

Ewen M Campbell (Auctioneer)

Mobile  0777 5875 172    Phone: 01397 701039

COLLIES

Six-year-old dog,

excellent lambing dog

and 13-month-old bitch

Just started

�01301

702315

COLLIE

PUPS

Bareskinned, eight weeks

old, from good working

parents, farm-reared

£80

�01688 500221

FOR HIRE

CHAROLAIS

BULL

J. SMITH

LORN

07771 703796

HANDY DOG
Sheep, Cattle
Suit Crofter

Telephone:

07818 435025

Highland cows
and calves

for sale
Telephone:

01546 870310
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions

which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications

owned by The Oban Times Limited.

Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, The Oban Times

Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.

The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and

provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of

advertising materials to the public within these publications.

1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful

and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all

other codes.

2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular

advertisement.

3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the

advertisement by giving reasonable notice.

4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on

acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed

by telephone, mail, fax or in person.

5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the

Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the

publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the

whole cost of the advertisement.

6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts

and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the

Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that

matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such

other Court as the Publisher may choose.

7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage

occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of

publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which

any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any

error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or

part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the

advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case

may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No

re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the error,

misprint or omission does not materially detract from the

advertisement.

8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within

fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total

liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed

the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for

the particular advertisement in connection with which liability

arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type

and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with

which liability arose.

9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the

Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling

upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened

legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in

any one or more of a series of advertisements published in

accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in

pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.

10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of

order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be

agreed with the Publisher in advance.

11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15

days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.

In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late

payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily

basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the

Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an

administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher

reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an

additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though

it has been raised with the original invoice.

12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of

our conditions.

The Oban Times

PREPAID

ADVERTISING

RATES

Private Classifieds
Lineage Rates

Minimum charge £9.60+VAT

(up to 16 words)

thereafter £1.90 per line

Box Number Fee £4.30 (+VAT)

Births, Engagements, Marriages, Deaths

and Acknowledgments

Minimum charge £9.00 (+VAT)

thereafter £1.85 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £5.95(+VAT)

thereafter £1.40 per line (+VAT)

Trade Classifieds:
See Trade Classified Page for Rates

Trade Display:
£8.00 per single column centimetre

Recruitment:
£14.40 per single column centimetre

Public Notices:
£9.10 per single column centimetre

Properties

£8.70 per single column centimetre

Private Accommodation

to Let/Wanted

£8.70 per single column centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)

Personals:
£5.80 per single column centimetre

Payment: Pre-payment required
for advertisements of less than £50

(excluding death notices)
Please make cheques and
postal orders payable to

The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1,
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB

www.obantimes.couk
or telephone your advertisement

to
Oban (01631) 568000

Lochgilphead (01546) 602345
Campbeltown (01586) 554646
Fort William (01397) 703003

Please note copy deadline:
Monday 4.30 p.m. in Oban
HELP US TO HELP YOU . . .

PRE-PAY SMALL ADVERTS!

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND

EVERY WEEK!

The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

(one year)
U.K. ......................... £46.25
EEC ......................... £55.00
WORLDWIDE via
Surface Mail ........... £82.00
or Airmail ............. £126.50
The Oban Times Limited,

P.O. Box 1,
 Oban, Argyll,

PA34 4HB
 Scotland, UK

www.obantimes.co.uk

CALL

 01631568000

FOR YOUR

PAID FOR

ADVERT  TO

RUN FOR A

SECOND

WEEK

Thursday 9 February, 2006

•
 REMOVALS &

STORAGE

•
 FURNITURE

ALBA PINE quality furni-
ture. Telephone 01852
316257 or visit showroom
at Keltia, Main Street,
Connel.
Website:
www.albapine.co.uk.

•
 MOBILE PHONES

FREE MOBILE
PHONES, free connec-
tion. For best deals
telephone your local dealer
Q5 on 01866 833374

•
 WANTED: MOTOR HOMES

WWWWWANTEDANTEDANTEDANTEDANTED

MOTOR HOMES
HIGH TOPS and

CARAVANS
Top price paid

Any age or
 condition
Telephone:

01250 876236
or 07711573308

Blairgowrie
Campers

•
WINDOWS & DOORS

Up to

30% OFF

WINDOWS & DOORS

CONSERVATORIES

GARAGE DOORS

ROOFLINE PRODUCTS

FLAT ROOFS

Call Ronald Gordon

(01631) 720074

07776402550

•
 UPHOLSTERERS

Glencoe Design

Upholstery

Telephone:

(01631) 740281

Email:sales@glencoedesign.co.uk

www.glencoedesign.co.uk

Domestic and contract work,

boats, caravans etc.

Antique restoration and

cane work.

•
 SECOND HAND

CARAVANS

SECOND- HAND

CARAVANS

FOR SALE

20 second- hand caravans

for off- site sale, two and

three bedrooms (10' and

12' wide),

from £1,500.  Largest

selection in Argyll.  Ideal

for holiday lets, B&B,

seasonal workers'

accommodation, etc.

Can be delivered - buyer

to pay transport costs.

Contact Keith Campbell,

Drimsynie Estates,

telephone 01301 703457

(office hours) or

07768 647180 (mobile).

•
 CLEANING

1ST
CHOICE

CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Carpets and
 upholstery
 cleaning

at its best!
All work guaranteed

Telephone:
07815 036684

or
01631 720322
01631 720297

Evenings

•
 ACCOUNTANTS

Simmers

& Co

Chartered

Accountants

We are pleased to offer
our local personal
service for all your

business needs
Telephone:

01631 562169
E-mail:

mail@simmers.co.uk

•
 COUNSELLING &

ADVICE

Offers  information and

support and refuge (if

needed) to women and

children (if any) who have

been or are being abused

by their partner/ex

partner

Telephone:
08702 413548

This is a confidential
service

Argyll and Bute
WOMEN’S

AID

•
 MAINTENANCE

INSIDE & OUT - For all
your building maintenance -
tiling, plastering, rendering,
decorating and installation
of kitchens and bathrooms.
No job too small.
Call 07855 409511

It pays to advertise in

THE
 OBAN TIMES

BABY EQUIPMENT

BABY MONITOR Tomy
walk about digital, perfect
working order, hardly
used, £30. Telephone
07776490221.
BABY SILVER CROSS
pram/buggy.  Big wheels,
excellent condition with
accessories,  £45 Tel-
ephone 01546 603996.
CHILDS CABIN bed,
good condition, £49.99
o.n.o,  Buyer to collect.
Telephone 01880 740 660.
COT  WOODEN. Turns
into Childs first bed, £45.
Telephone 01880 820833.
GRACO Baby Swing, £30
ono. Telephone 01852
314374.
PINE COT BED, excellent
condition, £49.99.
Telephone 01631 564364.
SILVER CROSS PRAM,
1963 vintage complete
with pram bag and
sunshade, £40 ono.
Telephone 01631 562325.
WOODEN WHITE cot,
very good condition only
£30. Buyer must collect.
Telephone 01880 740660

BATHROOM

EQUIPMENT

CORNER SHOWER unit
and cream base, excellent
condition, £49.99.
Telephone 01631 720301.
HYDRO MASSAGER
190 jets, no plumbing, all
baths. Ideal for back ache
arthritis etc only £49.99.
Telephone 01631 710736.

BICYCLES

BOYS BIKE age 4-8
silver with front suspen-
sion. Hardly used,
excellent condition, £45.00
Telephone 01631 565478.
MAN/BOYS Bike
reasonable condition,
£25.00 Telephone 01631
563935.

BLINDS

WHITE IKEA venetian
blind still in package,

PERSONALS

KENNEDY

Danny and May
We have been over-
whelmed with cards,

flowers and presents and
we would like to thank

family and many friends
for their kind wishes, on

the occasion of  our
Golden Wedding.

Thank you all

Congratulations
to Jodie Heenan

and Steven
Thomson on their

engagement.
Looking forward
to your wedding

on the August 5th
xx

HAPPY 30th JANIE

Lots of Love Jane Marie
and Morven

Iain Scott
This is a cute little boy

With lots of hair
Fast disappearing
Soon he’ll have

Nae Mair!

HAPPY BIG 50
Love Jane, children and

grandchildren

HAPPY 30th

JANIE CAMPBELL

LOTS OF LOVE
XXX

SIMMONDS
Mum and Dad

Love and
Congratulations on your
Diamond Anniversary

January 30, 2006.
From all the family

The Retired Greyhound
Trust have beautiful
dogs and bitches
suitable for adoption.
These dogs are fully
vaccinated and speyed/
neutered.  If you feel
you could offer one of
these ex-racers a home
please contact Northern
Division on 01470
511705 or 01463
235696.  The RGT is a
registered charity No
269668.  A donation is
required.  Look forward
to hearing from you.

never used 47¼"(120cm)
by 67"(170cm), £10.
Telephone 01631 570767.

BUILDING MATERIAL

NEW GEORGIAN plaster
cornice, 12+ metres. £250.
Telephone 01631 730522.
NEW TOWER SCAF-
FOLDING 6FT X 4FT
24ft access heavy duty
pre-galvanised £165 per
set or 2 for £300 free
delivery. Telephone  07876
121119.
SCAFFOLD tower units,
lightweight, 6’ x 4’ square
x 16’ high, ideal for DIY
or tradesperson, £195.
Can deliver.  Telephone
07760 463320.

CAR PARTS UNDER

£250

FORD ALLOY wheels
16” 5 stud fittings, very
sporty, very good condi-
tion, tyres 4 of. £50
bargain or swap W.H.Y
Telephone 07919 133 086.
FORD FIESTA, K Reg,
No MOT, Spares or
Repair, Free to uplift.
Telephone 01586 830619.
ROOF BARS for Fiat
Brava or similar, £30.
Telephone 01631 563832.

CROCKERY

DENBY Wheatsheaf
design, cups, saucers,
bowls, 28 pieces in all,
£35. Telephone 01631
562325.

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES

BENDIX WASHING
MACHINE, good working
order, £25, buyer uplifts.
Telephone 01546 602087.
CANDY FRIDGE
freezer,60" high 20" width,
white good condition, £30.
Telephone 01631 563824.
LEC FRIDGE FREEZER,
top fridge, bottom half
freezer.  Good condition
£40.  Telephone 01546
602141.
GOODMANS CUISINE
Breadmaker, model
GHB174, home bread in
an hour, £20. Telephone
07763981283.
NEW WORLD Series 2
Oven/Grill and 4 Burner
Hob Unit Exc Con £150
Telephone 01880 740 635.
STANLEY 120 000 btu
central heating solid fuel
cooker, brown vgc. £800
Telephone 01436 810351
ZANUSSI DISH
WASHER in full working
order and good condition,
£49.99. Telephone 01852
200500. Kilmelford

6 FT CATERING Fridge,
white, good working order,
£20. Telephone 01631
563911.

DOMESTIC PETS

FULL PEDIGREE Golden
Labrador pups, 2 dogs left,
both parents excellent hip
scores, mum can be seen.
Ready now. Telephone
01866 822593. ²
JACK RUSSELL PUPS
Beautiful markings, 7
weeks old. Wormed and
ready to go. Tails not
docked. Telephone 07880
733868 ( Oban)
WORKING COCKER
spaniel puppies, golden or
chocolate, KC Registered,
born 23/12/2005.
Telelphone 01866 822 393.
2 PATTERDALE PUP-
PIES  Both dogs, smooth
coated, 12 weeks old,
ready now.  £150 each
Telephone: 01855 851 272

EXCERCISE EQUIPMENT

INFINITI  DELTA
excercise gravity walker,
£40. Telephone 01631
569716.

FIRE SURROUND

MAHOGANY FIRE
surround and mantelpiece,
with greek key style
pattern, 146mm wide, £45
ono. Telephone 01631
562325.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD - For sale
Firewood, hard wood split
logs, delivered North, Mid
Argyll and Oban area.
Loads approx. 2 tons, £80
per load.  Telephone 01838
200373.

FURNITURE

ADJUSTAMATIC BEDS
for sale in good condition.
£200 each.  Telephone
01631 564655.
BUNK BEDS as new
seldom used. Further
details and arrangements
to view, £49.99. Telephone
07990996927.
CHAIRS 20 wooden farm
house style, £40 the lot.
Telephone 01631 565143
or 07786501241.
FOLD UP DOUBLE bed
with mattress, £30 buyer to
uplift. Telephone 01546
603446.
FRENCH CANVAS and
tubular steel folding
chairs, white/cream, vgc,
for indoors and decking,
£25 each. Telephone
01631 563832.

OAK FITTED bedroom
furniture, solid light oak
doors/front wardrobe,
drawers and shelving, £49
ono. Telephone 01631
566184.
ONE 2 SEATER cane
couch for conservatory
cream floral, £25.00.
Telephone 01631 566116.
PINE BUNK BEDS or 2
single beds, hardly used,
£49.99. Telephone 01631
566434 after 3pm.
PINE EFFECT wardrobe,
£25. Telephone 01631
570190.
PINE EFFECT 3 drawer
bedside chest x2 (H)27,
(W)17, (D) 16.5 £15.
Telephone 01546 603100
after 6pm.
PINE EFFECT 6 drawer
chest (H)42, (W)32,
(D)16.5cm £15.  Tel-
ephone 01546 603100
after 6pm.
2 PINE SINGLE beds
including mattresses,
£100. .2 pine bedside
tables £50. One pine
cheval mirror, £25.Tel-
ephone 01586 554769. ²
PINE SINGLE wardrobe
with shelf and hanging
rail, superb condition. £80.
Telephone 01631 570767.
POOL TABLE, £450.
Large mahogany dining
table and 12 Chippendale
style chairs, £995.
Edwardian mahogany
wardrobe.  Mahogany
whatnot.  Green dralon
3piece 10 cushion suite.
Oak gun cabinet.  Victo-
rian upholstered library
chair. Pair Deco style
divans, pot cupboard,
wicker linen basket,
armchairs.  Telephone
01866 833240.
2 SETTEE'S one x 2 seater
and one x 3 seater. Royal
blue. Excellent condition,
light use only. £249 ono
for the two. Telephone
01631 720434.
SINGLE fold up bed,
barely used with mattress
and head board, in good
condition, £30. Telephone
01631 565328.
SOLID PINE CHEST
drawers, used cost £85
new, Argos PG794 will
sell for £49.99 ono.
Telephone 07795297136.
TEAK & GLASS display/
drinks cabinette with
storage drawers excellent
condition, £49ono.
Telephone 01631 720434.
THREE SEATER modern
sofa from "Next", Umbria
blue, good condition,
£170. Telephone
07717838021(Oban). ²
TWO SMALL pine lamp
tables, £20. Telephone
01631 563935.

VELOUR  NATURAL
tone 3 piece suite,
excellent condition, £150.
Telephone 07814251497. ²
WARDROBE MFI  grey
speckled effect, drawers
cupboard and hanging, vgc
£20ono. Telephone 01631
563317 after 6pm.
WELSH DRESSER 3ft
long 6ft high, 2 drawer, 2
doors top lifts off, bargain
£49.99. Telephone 01631
571177.
3 PIECE  LEATHER suite,
Ivory  £300. Telephone
01631 563758

GOLF CLUBS

One set of CALLAWAY
BIG BERTHA, graphite
Irons, 4 to SW 4 months
old, plus Yonex, B mass,
graphite driver. £150 cash
the lot. Telephone: 01866
822 455(after 4pm).

GREYHOUNDS

HEATING APPLIANCES

STORAGE HEATER
hardly used, £49.99.
Telephone 01546 603299.

HOME ENTERTAINMENT

SAMSUNG 20GB
MP3  Player Boxed as new
£145 ono  Tel: 01631
720369

LADIES CLOTHING

LADIES JACKET ¾
length waterproof and
windproof. New target dry
brand, size 12,  £25ono.
Telephone 01631 564784.

MISCELLANEOUS

NINE METAL Barricades
nine feet by six feet,
complete must be collected
free of charge. Telephone
01631 565043.

MUSICAL

INSTRUMENTS

UPRIGHT PIANO, (needs
tuning),  £70,
buyer uplift, telephone
01397 712357 (Spean
Bridge).

PRINTERS AND

STATIONERY

WRITING PAPER &
Envelopes - Personalised
and matching, contact
Krisp Printing & Station-
ery, Burnbank,
Campbeltown. Telephone
01586 554975.
CHANGED ADDRESS? -
Self Adhesive labels to
inform your family and
friends of your new
address.(500 labels from
£11.50). Contact Krisp
Printing and Stationery,
Burnbank, Campbeltown.
Telephone 01586 554975.

SOLARIUM

PHILIPS FACIAL uva
solarium, 4 tubes, large
tanning field. 60 min auto-
timer, goggles never been
used, cost £75 sell £49.
Telephone 07763981283.

WANTED

DONATION of  baby
travel cot or playpen for
Oban Maternity Unit.
Telephone Lyndsey  01631
566184 Secretary Oban
Maternity Users' Group.

PERSONALS
PERSONALS
PERSONALS
PERSONALS
PERSONALS
PERSONALS
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MEMORIALS

FOR THE BLIND

CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC

TUITION AT THE ROYAL

SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH

Please give your financial

support by donation, deed of

covenant or legacy

Please send to Appeals

Department, Highland

Arts Effort, Royal Blind

Asylum School, P.O. Box

500, Gillespie Crescent,

Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

CHARITY
DONATIONS

Fighting Cancer

on all fronts . . .

CRC Scotland spends
more on research than
any other organisation

Commitment of over

£15 million each year

Cancer Research UK  Scotland

Suite 1/1, Unit 4 Blair Court

Clydebank Business Park

Clydebank, G81 2LA

DIAMOND WEDDING

DEATHS

CAMPBELL - Peacefully
at home on Fidden Farm,
Fionnphort on January 31,
2006, Calum aged 87, be-
loved husband of Ena and
father of Malcolm, Alex and
Jimmy.  The funeral took
place at Creich Church on
Friday February 3, 2006.
DUNN – William
Westcroftroy, Newtonmore.
Suddenly, at home, on Sat-
urday February 4, 2006,
beloved husband and com-
rade of Grace. Elder son of
the late David and Christina
Dunn, brother of Campbell,
father of Andy and Lorna
and Charlotte’s precious
papa. No flowers please by
his own request. Funeral
from St Brides Church,
Newtonmore at 1.30pm on
Thursday February 9. Bill
died as he lived – every
one’s friend.
JOHNSTONE – Peace-
fully, at Duncraggan Rest
Home, Burnside, Glasgow,
on February 3, 2006, Janet
Campbell (nee McKirdy),
dearly loved  wife of the late
Cyril,(formerly of Glen-
more Road, Oban), dear sis-
ter of the late Campbell,
Ella and May. Funeral serv-
ice will be held in the
Church of Scotland, Espla-
nade, Oban, on Saturday,
February 11, 2006 at 11.00
am. Thereafter at Pennyfuir
Cemetery to which all
friends are respectfully in-
vited. Family flowers only.
KENNEDY – Peacefully,
at home on Friday, Febru-
ary 3, 2006, after an illness
bravely borne with dignity,
Alexander Kennedy aged
66, of Blarmacfoldach, Fort
William. Beloved  husband
of Grace, loving father of
Derek, Colin and Peter, car-
ing brother and dear
grandad of Anna, Sorcha
and Isla. Funeral mass on
Thursday, February 9, at
2pm, at St Mary’s Church,
Fort William and thereafter
to Kilmallie cemetery. All
friends respectfully invited.
Family flowers only please
but donations, if desired, for
Lochaber Palliative Care.
MACCOLL - Peacefully at
Duncuan Hospital on
Thursday February 2, 2006,
Barbara Jane (Jean)
MacColl, in her 98th year,
formerly of 18 Rowan Park,
Lochgilphead. Beloved
wife of the late Ian
MacColl. Much loved mum
of Fiona, Billy and the late
Iain.  A dear mother-in-law.
Cherished granny and
great-granny. Funeral serv-
ice was held in Lochgilp-
head Parish Church on
Monday February 6, fol-
lowed by interment at
Achnabreac Cemetery.
Sadly missed.
MAC INTYRE -  Peace-
fully at the Lorn & Islands
District General Hospital,
Oban on February 5, 2006
in his 87th year, Alistair Mac
Intyre of Dalavich, beloved
husband of Peggy, dear fa-
ther to Lachie and daughter-
in-law Jo and devoted and
adored grandfather of
Merrin.

MACPHERSON – Peace-
fully in the loving care of
the MacKintosh Centre,
Mallaig, on February 2,
2006, in her 99th year,
Jessie, 2 Morrison Place,
Acharacle, wife of the late
Sandy, mother of the late
Dollack and the late Joey,
mother-in-law to Ernie and
Hamish, devoted granny to
Shona, Margaret, Andrew,
Alastair and David  great-
granny of eight grandchil-
dren and a dear sister of Isa.
Funeral service at
Acharacle Parish Church on
Wednesday, February 15, at
2pm. Family flowers only
please, donations if desired
to Christian Aid.
McCUISH – Peacefully af-
ter a short illness at Lorn
and Islands District General
Hospital, Oban, on Satur-
day February 4, 2006, aged
80 years, Ian, dear husband
of the late Agnes, father and
grampa. Sadly missed by all
R.I.P.
POTTS – Peacefully at
Ardnahein Hotel for the eld-
erly on January 31, 2006.
Isabella (nee McNicol), be-
loved wife of the late John
(Jock), loving mother and
grandmother. Funeral serv-
ice took place on Monday,
February 6.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

CAMPBELL - Ena,
Malcolm, Alex and Jimmy
would like to thank all fam-
ily and friends for their kind
expressions of sympathy
and floral tributes, cards,
letters following the recent
sad loss of their husband
and father Calum Campbell
(Fidden).  Thanks to the
Rev. Syd Graham for a
thoughtful and comforting
service.  Also a special
thanks to the doctors, nurs-
ing and care staff for the
care and attention given to
Calum in recent months.
CLARK – All the family of
the late Marjory Clark,
would like to sincerely
thank all relatives, friends
and neighbours for all the
cards, flowers and expres-
sions of sympathy, received
at this sad time. Special
thanks to Rev G. Cringle for
a comforting service, to the
doctors of Connel Surgery
for their care over the years.
Many thanks to D &A
Munn for efficient funeral
arrangements, and to the
staff at the Lorn and Islands
District General Hospital.
Thanks to all who attended
the church and graveside
services to pay their last re-
spects.
DAVIS – RON. Mrs May
Finnie would like to thank
the medical staff of
Tweeddale Surgery, the
Belford Hospital and Glen-
coe Hospital, for the care
and attention given to the
late Ron Davis during his
illness. Also Mr Bob Dick
for his unfailing kindness to
Ron and to May for many
visits and help with trans-
port to Glencoe, also to Mr
John Fraser and Mr Michael
McFall and staff for their
services at Inverness Cre-
matorium. May, also thanks
friends for their much ap-
preciated expressions of
sympathy at this sad time.
Thank you all.
Tom-na-faidhir, Claggan.
MACALISTER – The
family of the late Angus
MacAlister would like to
thank the many relatives
and friends who joined us
in the celebration of An-
gus’s life in Gigha Church.
Thank you to all who sent
cards and letters, to the firm
of Hamish Hoey & Son for
the efficient funeral ar-
rangements. Donald Kelly,
organist, the Rev Rosemary
Legge for a lovely service
and to Robert Gillies  and
Rev Bill Bristow for their
tributes to Angus, grateful
thanks to the staff of Ward
B, Lorn and Islands District
General Hospital, Oban, for
their care and to all the dis-
trict nurses on Gigha who
attended to and befriended
Angus over the years.
Thanks also to the staff of
Gigha Hotel for catering
and to the ferry crew for all
their efforts in difficult cir-
cumstances. Finally our
heartfelt thanks to all An-
gus’s neighbours and
friends who were so kind to
him on a daily basis. We are
grateful for your donations
to The Royal National Mis-
sion To Deep Sea Fisher-
men which totalled
£1484.54.
MACKENZIE – ‘Caber-
feidh’, Newtonmore.  John,
Michael and Sharon,
Duncan and Louise, Elsie
and Andy and the extended
family of the late May
would like to thank all rela-
tives, neighbours and
friends for the wonderful
caring support shown to
them in their recent sad loss
through visits, cards, letters,
phone calls and floral trib-
utes.  Special thanks to the
unfailing caring doctors of
Haematology and nurses of
Ward 1 Raigmore Hospital,
Inverness and the surgery,
Kingussie.  Warmest appre-
ciation to the Rev Douglas
Stevenson and Rev Donald
K MacLeod for their special
and comforting funeral

service at St Brides Church,
Newtonmore.  Thanks to
John Ross, Grantown, for
the efficient and caring fu-
neral arrangements, Pipe-
Major John MacKintosh
and Newtonmore Shinty
Club for their special con-
tribution during and follow-
ing the funeral service.
Thanks to the Balavil Hotel
and all who attended the
funeral from far and wide.
A truly uplifting experience.
Still open for contribution if
desired, the magnificent
sum of £1200 was contrib-
uted in support of Haema-
tology and Ward 1
Raigmore Hospital.
MACKINNON – The fam-
ily of the late Margaret
MacKinnon, would like to
thank all relatives, friends
and neighbours for their
kind expressions of sympa-
thy extended to them by
mass cards, sympathy
cards, flowers and tel-
ephone calls, following the
sad loss of a dear mum.
Thanks to Canon Galbraith
and Fr Calum MacLellan
for a lovely service, Calum
Anthony Beaton, piper, la-
dies of St Peter’s for cater-
ing, all mother’s home help,
Donald MacInytre for fu-
neral arrangements, Archie
Walker and Donald
MacDonald, gravediggers
and to all those who paid
their respects at Church and
graveside. Thank you all.

IN MEMORIAM

ANDERSON - Treasured
memories of our dear par-
ents and grandparents, Al-
exander Anderson who died
on February 13, 1992 and
Jessie née McCallum who
died on February 18, 1988.
Always in our thoughts.
- Inserted by Chris, Agnes
and family.
BAXTER – Treasured
memories of a dear aunt and
friend, Martha (Johnstone),
who passed away February
5, 2005. Also all who have
gone before.
In life we loved you dearly
In death we love you still
Good night, God bless.
- Alex, Sandra and all the
families.
CAMPBELL - In loving
memory of our dear mum,
granny and great-granny,
Christina who passed away
February 12, 2001.
No morning dawns
No night returns
Without a thought of you.
- Mavis, Jim and family,
South Shields.
CARMICHAEL - In lov-
ing memory of my dear
wife, Katie, who passed
away on February 6, 2005.
Thank you for the year’s we
shared
The love you gave
The way you cared
Deep in my heart
Your memory is kept
Too dearly loved
To ever forget.
- Loving husband, George.
The leaves and the flowers
may wither
The golden sun may set
But the hearts that loved
you dearly
Will never forget.
- From Jeanette, Joe, Dan-
iel, Robb and Hector
Russell.
Never more than a thought
away
Loved and remembered
everyday.
- From the Burnside family.
FAIRGRIEVE – In loving
memory of our dear mother,
Lillian May Fairgrieve who
was promoted to glory on
February 13, 2005.
You whispered not a last
farewell
You said goodbye to none
The heavenly gates just
opened
And a gentle voice said
come.
Also in memory of our fa-
ther, Bill Fairgrieve, who
passed away on March 6,
2000, loving parents, grand-
parents and great grand par-
ents.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Isobel, Harry, Valerie,
Graham and families.
GALL – In loving memory
of a dear father, father-in-
law and grandfather, Victor,
who died February 8, 1993.
Always in our thoughts
Sadly missed.
- Inserted by his loving son,
Richard, daughter-in-law,
Linda and family.
HENDERSON – Remem-
bering with love my hus-
band and best friend
Alistair, who died at his
home 6  Storr Place,
Portree, Isle of Skye on
February 10, 2005.
I love and miss you so much
my Ali Dan.
- Ina
HENDERSON – In loving
memory of Alistair, who
passed away February 10,
2005.
Sadly missed and always
fondly remembered.
- From Mum Sheila,
Heckie, Oonie, Violet,
Heather and families.
HENDERSON – Fond
memories of a loving dad,
Alistair Henderson, died
February 10, 2005
Always in our thoughts and
very sadly missed.
- Hector, David and Joanne.

HENDERSON – Treas-
ured memories of a darling
brother, brother-in-law and
uncle, Alistair, who passed
away on February 10, 2005,
at his home at Portree.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Violet, Alex,  Murdo,
Anne Maree, Grace and
Arlene, Isle of Lewis.
HENDERSON – Treas-
ured memories of Alistair
Henderson, who died at his
home in Portree on Febru-
ary 10, 2005.
Not just today but everyday
we think about you Ali Dan.
- All the family in
Broadford, Portree and
Roag.
INNES – Treasured memo-
ries of Allie, a much loved
husband, father and grand-
father, who died February
12, 1996.
Quietly today your memory
we treasure
Loving you always, forget-
ting you never
Always in our thoughts.
- Margaret and family.
INNES – In loving memory
of our dear father and
grandpa, Allie.
Deep in our hearts you will
always stay
Loved and remembered
everyday.
- Iain, Ann-Margaret,
Laura, Michael and Leona.
INNES – In loving memory
of our dear dad, father-in-
law and grandpa, Allie, who
died February 12, 1996.
Loved and remembered al-
ways.
- Iain, Christine, Eileen and
Eilidh.
LAIRD – Treasured memo-
ries of Susan (Oozie) who
passed away on February
14, 2003, a loving wife,
mammy and nana.
Loved and sorely missed.
Always in our thoughts.
- Inserted by her loving hus-
band Davy and all the
Lairds.
LAIRD – In loving
memory of our dear mother
Susan (Oozie), who passed
away suddenly on February
14, 2003
The day our lives changed
forever
Love you -  Brenda,
Poacher and sister Alice x
NANA
Loved and missed
-Leigh, Danica and Colin x
Love you always
- Damian x
LIVINGSTONE – In lov-
ing memory of my dear
mum, Morag, who died
February 10, 2005 and dad,
Archie, who died March 23,
2003.
Gone are the days
We used to share
But in my heart
You are always there
On earth you toiled
In heaven you rest
God bless you both
You were the best.
- Lilian, Strontian.
LIVINGSTONE – In lov-
ing memory of a dear
mother, grandmother and
great-grandmother, Morag,
who passed away on Feb-
ruary 10, 2005, also remem-
bering loved ones gone be-
fore.
Behind a smile
There’s many a tear
For ones we lost
And loved so dear.
- Moira, Willie and family.
LIVINGSTONE – In lov-
ing memory of a dear
mother, grandmother and
great-grandmother, Morag,
who passed away February
10, 2005. Also loved ones
gone before.
There are no tomorrows for
us to share
But yesterday’s memories
are always there.
- Marion and family,
Ardgour.
LIVINGSTONE – In lov-
ing memory of my dear
mother and mother-in-law,
Morag, who died February
10, 2005.
Memories are still the same
in our hearts today
You will always be remem-
bered night and day.
Also remembering loved
ones gone before.
- Alister and Janet.
LOCKWOOD – Flora
Your presence we miss
Your memory we treasure
Loving you always
Forgetting you never.
- From your loving hus-
band, Fred and son,
Duncan.
MACALLISTER – In
memory of Malcolm
MacAllister, a much loved
father and sadly missed hus-
band, who died February 8,
1990.
You left us with many
memories
That  are as strong today.
- Janet, Scott, Janet and
families.
MACDONALD – In loving
memory of my wife, and our
mother and nana, Margaret,
(Peggy), who passed away on
February 11, 2001.
Memories are like threads of
gold
They never tarnish or grow
old
In our hearts you will always
stay
Loved and remembered
every day.
- Ian and family, Strone
Place, Caol, Fort William.
MACDONALD – In
memory of my loving
mother, Peggy, who died on
February 11, 2001.
Gone but not forgotten.
- Donald, Brenda and fam-
ily, Caol, Fort William.

MACGREGOR – In lov-
ing memory of a dear
mother and mother-in-law,
Jeannie, who died February
9, 2005.
- Always remembered
John and Anne.
MACGREGOR – In lov-
ing memory of Jeannie,
who died on February 9,
2005.A much loved mother,
granny and great-granny.
Always in our thoughts.
- Stewart, Catherine and
family.
MACLEAN – Cherished
memories of Mary
Campbell MacLean (nee
MacDonald), a darling
wife, mother, granny and
mother-in-law, who died
February 8, 2005, aged 65
years.
Sorely missed
- Alistair, Dugald, Arlene,
Maria, Karma, Alistair,
Susan and Martin.
MACLEAN - Remember-
ing always a much loved
sister, sister-in-law and
auntie, Mary Campbell
MacLean, who died on Feb-
ruary 8, 2005.
We miss your smile your
cheery ways
We miss the things you used
to say
And when old times we do
recall
It’s then we miss you most
of all.
- Margaret, Archie, Fiona
and Duncan.
MACLEAN - In loving
memory of Mary, dear
cousin and friend.
Sadly missed.
- Don, Mary and family.
MACLEOD – Cherished
memories of Janet, who
sadly passed away February
8, 2003.
A bouquet of beautiful
memories
Is sprayed with a million
tears
Wishing God could have
spared you
For just a few more years.
Always in our thoughts.
- Bobby, Jon, Fiona and
Jack.
MACNEIL - In loving
memory of Angus John,
who died very suddenly on
February 12, 2004. A de-
voted husband, father, fa-
ther-in-law and papa.
Deeply missed every day
“Sin do làmh a mhoire
Glac e teann air dhòrn”
- From family in Barra,
Oban and Ardgour.
MILLER – Treasured
memories of my darling
husband Alastair, who died
on February 6, 1992.
Forever in my heart.
- Renee.
ROBERTS – In memory of
our dear friend David.
We think about you often.
- Rhona and Fiona.
STEWART - In loving
memory of Mena, who
passed away on February
12, 2002.  Remembering
also loved ones gone be-
fore.
A smile we shall always re-
member
A voice we shall always re-
call
A love we will always treas-
ure forever
Of someone who was dear
to us all.
- From all the family.
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CARING FOR

THE FUTURE

Donations always

gratefully accepted

Please contact

David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd

The Croft

Kilmore

Thought for the week

THERE can be no agreement on the coming of the first
day of spring, and no one ‘sign’ is a precise indicator of
that day.

The naturalist, the farmer, the gardener and the town-
dweller all have their own favoured definition of the start
of the season.

Perhaps it is something akin to recovery from an an-
aesthetic, when things around seem to be sorting them-
selves out, hazy and ill-defined at first, but then becom-
ing solid and real.

A week ago we passed February 2, the date of the old
festival of Candlemas, considered to be the first day of
spring by many of our ancestors (and probably a non-
christian celebration of lengthening days in an earlier
form); this is a calendar date and so unreliable, and may
be one of a few balmy days or else making it dramati-
cally clear that winter is still very much with us.

We saw the first white bells of the snowdrops on New
Year’s Day, along with the lengthening of the hazel cat-
kins.

Signs of spring, but not of the great surge of new growth

Spring thoughts

or bird song.  The time will come, however, when the
earth will be ‘full of the glory of God as the waters cover
the sea’.

The writer of Ecclesiastes was able to say with confi-
dence ‘For everything its season and for every activity
under heaven its time’. But however young or old we
may be and however long our life, time is limited.

Each of us needs to be a good steward of the time God
grants to us and not miss the signs.  We have opportuni-
ties we must seize or they may be lost.

What can we do; what have we done, that is worth-
while and makes a difference for the people around us?

What have we done to respond to God’s great gifts to
us - our intellect, our skills, our opportunities to reflect
his love?

What moves have we made to show our faith in God?
We have our own personal spring within us, here and

now.  May we not let it pass unnoticed and allow winter
to intervene, or it may be too late.

Rodney Wills
Barcaldine

Follow the yellow brick road to the land of Ozdale - Easdale Island’s panto
raises more than a  few laughs.

Festive fun and frolics on

Easdale welcome in 2006

EASDALE Island may
only be a short, three-
minute ferry ride from the
mainland but those who
ventured over on to the tiny
island for the first time over
this festive period were in
for a treat from what must
have seemed like a differ-
ent world altogether.

Easdale is well known as
being an energetic place to
go at Hogmanay and this
year was no exception.

Things got off to tasty
start with a pre-hogmanay
party at the old school-
house.

Birthday
Hosts Kay Carmichael

and David Donnison, pre-
pared everyone for the on-
slaught with a delicious
mountain of shepherd’s pie
made with fine venison.

The party had a special
reason for being a joyous
occasion this year as it cel-
ebrated Kay and David’s
respective 80th birthdays
making it a joint 160th
‘bash’.

Easdale’s strong first foot-
ing tradition was as evident
as ever, probably due to the
proximity of all the houses
to each other, and the non-
existence of roads and cars.

So, after the bells, the
throng of well-wishers
made its way around the is-
land’s houses bringing
cheer and whisky wherever
it went.

The musicians managed a
tune in Ghalia and Adrian
Laycock’s house, despite
Ghalia’s liberal distribution
of rather strong Arak from
her native Syria.

By 8am most revellers
had tired themselves out
and only the very brave
kept whiling away the
hours until after breakfast!

In spite of the previous
night’s exuberations, fur-
ther energy was summoned
up by around 20 souls who
battled their way through a
fog of tiredness to take part
in the traditional Ne’erday
game of football in the is-
land’s village square at
2pm.

The good turnout of play-
ers and noisy spectators
witnessed one of the best
games in years with none of
the mud pools of last year!

The result was fair,
Easdale Island 2 - Easdale
Island 2, and it is widely
believed that there are sev-
eral appeals against the
many yellow cards shown
on the day!

Regardless of the bitter
conditions, many of the
players were very hot by the
end of the game and as eve-
ryone knows, the only real
way to cool off is to take a
dip in the sea. Squeals of
pain were heard echoing
across Easdale Sound as
around 10 even braver souls
stripped off, or stayed
clothed, and leapt into the
balmy seas of the North At-
lantic.

Then there was just
enough time for a few pints
and a bite to eat before head-
ing to the community hall
for the DIY ceilidh, now an
eagerly anticipated evening,
hosted this year by pub stal-
wart, Stephen McNally.

The usual combination of
dances, tunes, songs and po-
ems, all provided by island-
ers and visitors, made for a
very entertaining evening.

It is amazing just how
much talent there is within
such a small community as
Easdale Island, it really was
special to be part of it, no
matter how small a part any-
one played.

Theme
Next day, between panto

practices, the film show was
in the community hall with
a fancy dress theme of the
film itself; The Marx Broth-
ers’ Duck Soup.

A prize was awarded for
the best children’s and best
adults’ costume with Kern
Grier and Stephen ‘Wee’
Brown picking up the re-
spective prizes.

That evening saw the
party at Fiona and Stephen’s
house on January 2.

It was an excellent occa-

sion with some fantastic
food laid on. More brilliant
music came courtesy of
Gica, Norman and Rab
who played tune after su-
perb tune.

The island panto took
place on January 3, and the
community pulled out all
the stops to entertain a
packed hall with many of
the audience from the
neighbouring islands and
the mainland.

This year’s self-penned
production was The Wizard
of Ozdale.

The audience continues to
be amazed at Mellon’s
ability to disguise his script
- this year he had it on his
wand, being the Good
Witch of the North!

The cast was made up of
a huge age range and bigger
range of acting ‘abilities’
but it is safe to say that all
who attended had a great
laugh!

And best of all,more than
£300 was raised for
community funds.

That evening Derek and
Margaret Lyall opened
their mid-refurbished
house to everyone and
provided them with the
traditional combination of
stovies and Czech liquor.

Things didn’t finish there.
There followed an evening
of Goth nostalgia on the
Thursday and an 18th
birthday party finished
things off at the weekend.

It has already been said by
many that this has been one
of the best New Year’s ever
on the island and that there
was a real feeling of
community spirit.            DM

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 12 February 2006

Septuagesima
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Holy Communion ............ 0800
Sung Eucharist ................. 1015

Sunday School and Creche
Loop System

Large Print Hymn Books
All welcome

Norman MacCallum, Provost
�(01631) 562323

Holy Spirit, Ardchattan
Holy Eucharist ................. 1215

All Saints, Inveraray
Holy Eucharist ................ 1430
Christ Church, Lochgilphead

Loop System
Holy Eucharist ................. 0900
Holy Eucharist ..................1100

St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Eucharist ..................1100
St Columba, Bishop’s House,

Iona
Holy Eucharist ................. 1000

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

DESTINY

CHURCH

OBAN

Sunday 12 February

Drummore School

Lower Soroba

Oban

11 a.m.

What On Earth

Am I Here For?

Speaker:

Andy MacCulloch

Telephone:

01631

564283

www.destiny-church.com

ASSOCIATED
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church
Sunday 12 February 2006

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’

available
Wednesday 15 February 2006

7.30 p.m.
Prayer and Bible Ministry

 Rev. Archie McPhail
MA, MTh

�(01631) 567076
All welcome

LORN
CHRISTIAN

FELLOWSHIP

Sunday 11 a.m.
Argyll College,
Dunstaffnage
All welcome

Telephone
(01631) 710208

SIMMONDS – KYLE
At St Columba’s

Cathedral, Oban, on
January 30, 1946, by the
late Fr Roddy Morrison,
Charlie to Rita.  Present

address Ben Alder,
Ardconnel Road, Oban.

Sammy at Oban High School

Sammy Horner, left, and Stuart Trotter soundcheck
before taking to the stage for a gig at Oban High
School’s hall. Sammy is best known as the songwriter,
bassist and frontman of the Celtic rock band The
Electrics. He has also written a number of Celtic
Praise albums. t06sam01
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WINWIN

‘Spot the‘Spot the‘Spot the‘Spot the‘Spot the

Shinty Ball’Shinty Ball’Shinty Ball’Shinty Ball’Shinty Ball’

in The Oban Times

‘Spot the‘Spot the‘Spot the‘Spot the‘Spot the

Shinty Ball’Shinty Ball’Shinty Ball’Shinty Ball’Shinty Ball’

Competition

Last Week’s shinty ball was here. . .

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are: David Mitchell, 10 Muasdale Cottages,
Tarbert and Mrs E M J MacInnes, 45 Foyers Road, Kinlochleven

All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball

from the photograph opposite.

Now look carefully at the

position of the players and use

your skill and judgement to

place a cross at the exact point

where you think the centre of the

ball was.  You may have a

maximum of 20 attempts on this

coupon at a cost of £1.  If you

wish to have more attempts, you

must enter on separate

coupons.

The game starts with a

jackpot of £500 and will increase

by £50 per week until it is won

outright.  To win the jackpot, the

centre of your cross must be in

the exact centre of the ball. If the

crosses overlap the entry will be

void.  Prizes will be shared

between those submitting

correct entries.

If no correct entry is received,

two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will

be awarded.  When the jackpot

is won, no other prizes will be

awarded that week.

Easy to enter

Cut out your completed

coupon and put your entry

plus £1  per 20 attempts into a

sealed envelope and post it to

reach "Spot the Shinty Ball"

Competition, The Oban Times,

PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34

4HB by 12noon on Tuesday.

  You may hand it into The

Oban Times Head Office,

Lochavullin, Oban by the

same time.  Otherwise all

entries must be posted.

Competition Rules

No responsibility will be accepted for

entries which are delayed, mislaid or

lost, and proof of posting cannot be

accepted as proof of delivery.

The Company’s decision is final on all

matters relating to the competition and

no correspondence will be entered into.

The final decision rests with the

Company.

In the event of more than one correct

entry, the jackpot will be shared equally

between all winning entries. Any

decision regarding the  awarding of a

prize is entirely at the discretion of the

Company.

The Company reserves the right to

declare the competition null and void

at any time, subject to its discretion and

to make full refund of the price of the

coupon to any person who has entered

the competition at that time.

Employees of The Oban Times

Limited, their immediate relatives and

any person otherwise connected with

the competition are ineligible to enter.

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT

£2,000

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box) � The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you

may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by

the rules.

How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

EIGHTEEN of Scotland’s
most promising Under 17
year old shinty players will
travel to Ireland at the end
of this week for a four day
tour, where they will com-
pete against West Limerick
Bord Na nOg over two
games for the Bord Na
Gaidhlig Trophy.

Bord Na Gaidhlig is the
sponsor of the young Scot-
tish team, Allan Campbell,
Chief Executive of the
statutory Gaelic develop-
ment agency said: ‘Bord na
Gaidhlig’s mission is to in-
crease the number of Gaelic
speakers, and also enable
and encourage wider use of
the language.

Park Primary School, Oban, retained the Oban
Area Coaching Committee First Shinty A League

title on Sunday at Atlantis Leisure, Oban. The
team, which was unbeaten throughout the four

rounds of the competition, now goes on to
represent the south area at the National First

Shinty Finals in Fort William. Back row, left to
right, Mark MacPhee, Gavin MacMillan, Duncan

Hill, coach, Gary McKerracher, captain, and
Daniel Madej. Front, Alistair McKerracher, Jack

Hill and Sean Morgan. t06prk01

PARK Primary School’s A-team prevented a clean sweep
by Rockfield in the Oban and Lorn First Shinty League.

The fourth and final round of the league was contested
on Sunday in Atlantis Leisure and Park won the A-league
which they have led from start to finish.

Park dominated this league, ending the fourth round
with a 15-point cushion over runners-up Achaleven.

The Connel side did take home one prize when player
Ruaridh Walton took home a caman for being voted the
league’s best player.

Rockfield’s B and C teams, however, won their respec-
tive leagues.

The C-league is for under-10s and was the most closely
fought of the three with Rockfield finishing only one point
ahead of St Columba’s.

In turn, St Columba’s needed goal difference to take
second place ahead of Castle Cars.

Despite losing out to Rockfield St Columba’s took some
pride in having one of their own players, Allison
MacVicar, named the league’s best player.

In the B-league Rockfield beat Dunollie into second
place by 10 points proving they are a talented team and
one to look out for in the next couple of years.

However it was Taynuilt’s David Beaton who was voted
the league’s best player.

Organisers congratulated Achaleven, a small rural
school, on their runners-up spot in the A-league.

They were also pleased to see island teams Lismore
and Salen, Mull.

Ruaridh Walton of Achaleven was voted the best
player in the A-League of the Oban and Lorn First

Shinty Leagues on Sunday t06ach01

First Shinty finale at Oban

First Shinty

Young shinty hopefuls bound for West Limerick
Shinty/Hurling‘The Bord recognises that

the achievement of this
mission requires the pro-
motion of the language in
all aspects of the everyday
cultural life of Scotland,
and sport is an important
element of such a focus.

‘The Bord is delighted to
be able to support Comunn
na Camanachd in develop-
ing its Gaelic policy and
naturally we wish the youth
team every success in their
forthcoming fixtures in
Limerick.’

 The young Scotland team
was selected after last
year’s National U-17 trial in
Spean Bridge and will rep-
resent 11 clubs from across

Scotland from Skye in the
North to Kyles Athletic in
the South.

Selection to represent
their country is the highest
accolade that any sport can
bestow on a competitor and
the trip is, by design, edu-
cational, programmed to
allow the individuals time
to celebrate Gaelic/Celtic
culture and sample a wealth
of Irish folklore and de-
velop lasting friendships
through competition and
social contact.

The Scottish squad is very
strong with Camanachd
Cup winners Duncan

Rodger and Bryan Simpson
of Fort William providing
strength and flair with the
backbone of the side made
up by Kyles Athletic’s all-
conquering juvenile team
who provide four players in
the squad.

 The trip will be led by
Youth Development Man-
ager, Garry Reid.

‘It is essential and funda-
mental to the games devel-
opment that we offer the up
and coming stars in our
game the opportunity to test
themselves on a higher
stage, and there is no doubt
that competing against the

Irish players does this,’ said
Garry.

‘Introducing both codes’
players to each other at this
early stage can only be
good for the long term and
it will offer great opportu-
nities to expand our under-
standing of each other’s
culture.’

 Highland Shinty Devel-
opment Officer, Ronald
Ross will lead the team of
coaches, which will include
Oban Camanachd interna-
tionalist Fraser Inglis and
new Argyll and Bute Shinty
Development Officer,
James Perlich.

 The squad warmed up for
the trip with a 3-2 victory
over Premier league new
boys, Strathglass, with head
coach Ronald Ross looking
for a repeat performance in
Ireland: ‘The squad looked
sharp and worked well as a
unit. Although they come
from 11 teams they now
know each other so well
through being part of the
Camanachd Association
camps programme and they
certainly have the talent to
win in Ireland. But we
know it will be tough over
the two games’.

This will be the
Camanachd Association’s
first venture to County

Limerick where strong
links have been formed
over the past couple of
years.
Squad
Stuart MacDonald              Lovat
James Grieve                    Lovat
Kevin Bartlett                   Caberfeidh
Crisdean MacRae     Kinlochsheil
Neil Campbell                    Inveraray
Alex MacPherson        Glenorchy
William Nielson          Glenorchy
Ruaridh Cameron    Glenurquhart
Lewis MacLennan   Glenurquhart
Duncan Rodger      Fort William
Bryan Simpson      Fort William
Steven Morrison                 Skye
Mark Sproule                     Lochcarron
MacKay Murray                  Beauly
David Zavaroni                   Kyles
Andrew King                      Kyles
Grant Irvine                       Kyles
Roddy MacDonald               Kyles

FOLLOWING the issuing
of the first British Standard
safety certificate to a shinty
helmet, the door is now
open for the Camanachd
Association to introduce a
law that the wearing of pro-
tective headgear be com-
pulsory for youngsters un-
der 14 year of age taking
part in Association compe-
titions, starting in 2007.

Mycro Sportsgear Lim-
ited, who are based in
Ballincollig, County Cork,
has now been awarded a CE
Safety Certificate by the
British Standards Institute
(BSI) for a shinty helmet
that has been under devel-
opment for some time.

Certification means that
the helmet, which sells at
around £36,  meets all the
requirements of European
Council Directive 89/686/
EEC ‘Personal Protective
Equipment’ Article 10. This
certification applies to the
sport of shinty only and the
helmet is not certified for
use in any other sport.

To offset the cost to
schools and clubs the Asso-
ciation aim to help with fi-
nancing which would make
helmets available at around
£12 each, but only if or-
dered via the Association.

Club and Volunteer De-
velopment Director Donnie
MacKenzie said: ‘The
Camanachd Association

approves the helmet for use
and have introduced a sub-
sidy scheme to allow
schools and clubs to com-
ply with the proposed new
ruling.’

 Initially available in only
two colours available in
two different colours - blue
or yellow - once the wear-
ing of helmets becomes com-
pulsory, all players in a team
will be required to wear the
same colour of helmet.

Camanachd Association
directors will require to
make an amendment to rel-
evant byelaws of the Asso-
ciation, making the wearing
of a helmet compulsory for
all children and young peo-
ple under the age of 14, in
the first instance.

Mr MacKenzie said:‘ Fol-
lowing practice in other
sports we are to start by
making this compulsory for
everyone under-14.

‘A review will be held 18
months after the above rule
comes into force, to con-
sider extending the age
limit for compulsion to un-
der-16.’

The Association intend to
introduce the law in March
2007 and expect all mem-
bers to have implemented
the ruling ahead of that
date.

Shinty Donnie MacKenzie con-
tinued: ‘Given the avail-
ability of a subsidy for pur-
chases up to 31st March
2006, members are being
encouraged to move ahead
with implementation plans
immediately.

‘Those clubs that do not
yet require parental contri-
butions towards the costs of
their children enjoying
shinty and the benefits it
provides, are encouraged to
consider introducing such
schemes.

‘Referees will be in-
structed to strictly apply
this law.

‘The question of whether
the wearing of helmets will
be compulsory for First
Shinty is still under consid-
eration.

‘The Association is
aware that a number of
clubs and many parents
have already invested in
other helmets.

‘Whilst the Association
would prefer and recom-
mend that approved hel-
mets now be purchased to
replace these, it will not in-
sist upon this.

‘However, the Associa-
tion cannot approve these
other helmets for use.

‘This decision to replace
existing helmets is solely
for those clubs and indi-
viduals that have already
purchased alternatives.

Helmets to be compulsory

for youngsters by 2007

GLASGOW Mid Argyll
embark on their build-up to
the new shinty season with
a pre-season challenge
match at home against
Bute.

Both clubs will play in
South Division One over
the coming season and this
Saturday the teams will
play for the Ian MacMillan
Memorial Trophy.

Glasgow Mid Argyll will
be without Robbie
McKillop this season after

Shinty

he has decided to retire fol-
lowing injury problems but
they welcome back Martin
Bell who has been playing
with Lovat.

The Skye duo of Sorley
MacDonald and ‘Yogi’
McSween join a long list of
players with Skye connec-
tion at the Glasgow club
who will also introduce
former Kilmallie forward

David Robertson to their
line-up.

Pushing for a place in the
senior team are several
youngsters including de-
fenders John Boyd and
Jonathon Oates plus attack-
ing midfielders James and
Rhagnall Robertson.
� Lochcarron and Skye

meet at Portree this Saturday
in the first of several pre-sea-
son friendlies for both clubs.
Prior to the 1.30pm throw-up
there will be a minutes’ silence.

Glasgow Mid Argyll and

Bute meet in MacMillan Cup

ROYAL Highland Yacht
Club held their Past Com-
modores’ Dinner as the in-
augural event for this, the
125th anniversary year of
the founding of the club.

The Caledonian Hotel in
Oban provided a venue
which was well attended by
all the available past hold-
ers of the office, with their
respective partners, at the
invitation of the present
Commodore Roger Parry,

Yachting

Oban, the flag officers and
committee.

After a short reception the
formal part of the evening
followed with an excellent
meal and an address by Com-
modore Parry who intro-
duced the club’s Trustees,
Colin Tindall, Kenneth
MacKinnon and Peter
MacLeod, who, in turn, re-
galed the assembled mem-

bers and guests with tales
of their sailing experiences
and a lesson in political cor-
rectness from Lord Nelson.

The formal part of the
evening being completed,
the radio microphone was
passed up, down and across
to those who wished to re-
count their own experi-
ences and add their hopes
for the future.

After all the words were
exhausted the final speaker,
Mrs Moira Vass, wife of im-
mediate past Commodore
David, rose to propose a
toast, not only to the Royal
Highland Yacht Club but also
to the ladies of the club.

A fitting end to a most en-
joyable evening, which
bodes well for the many
other special events
planned for this anniversary
year.

Past Commodores of the Royal Highland Yacht Club gather at Oban

Royal Highland Yacht Club

host Past Commodores’ Dinner
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Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, February 9, 2005

are listed below with differences
for major ports listed beneath.

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date am pm
Thur        04.11   3.0    10.13     1.7    16.35     3.1    21.53     1.6
Fri   04.20 3.2 11.02 1.5 17.02 3.3 22.41 1.4
Sat            04.51    3.4     11.40    1.4     17.54     3.6     23.57      1.0
Sun           05.24    3.7    12.13    1.3     17.54      3.6    23.57       1.0
Mon      05.58  3.8  12.43  1.2   18.24  3.8  **.**    *.*
Tues         00.31    0.9     06.30    3.9    13.12     1.1    18.54       3.8
Wed           01.04    0.8    07.01     4.0    13.40       1.1    19.22         3.8
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

the weather

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen  2.00

Sponsored by
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Thursday, February 9
Will be dry with sunny spells.

Winds will be a light northerly.
Temperatures -5ºC to 4ºC.

Friday, February 10
Will be dry with sunny spells.

Winds will be a light southerly.
Temperatures -4ºC to 3ºC.
Saturday and Sunday

Saturday and Sunday are expected to be dry at first,
however light rain or drizzle is expected late Saturday

and Sunday.
Winds will be light to moderate southerly throughout

both days.
Temperatures 0ºC to 6ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist - Slight

Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above
Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tides

Friday

2

5

5

Oban Lorne

end GHK’s

winning run

Oban Lorne’s Duncan MacDougall tries to break through the GHK defence. t06rug01

OBAN Lorne caused the
league upset of the season
on Saturday by dumping
the mighty GHK in front of
a vociferous home crowd.

This was the first time the
Glasgow side had been
beaten all season.

The result was extraordi-
nary for many reasons but
one aspect of the result
which deserves particular
praise was that a team who
have scored well over five
hundred points this season
were only able to register a
solitary penalty in the
whole eighty minutes.

Oban started in a control-
led manner registering their
first three points through a
Euan Wilson penalty on ten
minutes.

Ten minutes later the
same player missed an at-
tempt from an identical po-
sition just outside the
twenty two.

Despite the lions share of
possession GHK were mak-
ing a high number of han-
dling mistakes as Oban’s
swarm defence put pressure
on the opposition almost
continually.

At around the half hour

mark GHK were awarded a
penalty for an infringement
at a ruck and duly took the
three points.

It looked as if the tide
might turn but, led in attack
by Shaun Sinclair and Mark
McQueen in the centre,
Oban looked threatening
whenever they had posses-
sion.

In the second half the
crowd really started to get
behind the team and the
‘green machine’ continued
to assert control. The game
breaking score came from
a sequence of rucks near the
Glasgow side’s line around
the sixty minute mark when
a training ground switch
move put Captain Corrie
Louw into score.

The successful conversion
by Wilson made the score
10 - 3. By this stage of the
game the home forwards
were hitting the rucks with
such ferocity and pace that
scrum half Wilson could
barely keep up with the ac-
tion.

GHK now knew only a
converted try would give

them a share of the points.
Despite this no matter what
they did to try and find a
chink in Oban’s line, the de-
fence held firm.

In the shadow of their own
posts after what seemed
like an eternity referee
Conroy finally blew the full
time whistle to the apparent
dismay of GHK and give
Oban Lorne their first vic-
tory of 2006.

Both Oban fans and play-
ers were delighted and team
skipper Corrie Louw, who
was celebrating his birth-
day, summed up everyone's
feelings saying, ‘It is a great
feeling to win and I am
proud of the players.’

It is four weeks until the
next league match and it is
vital the team take maxi-
mum points to avoid being
drawn in to a relegation
struggle with three teams
going down this season.

This result should also
give some encouragement
to the younger players who
have broken into the side
this season that Oban can
compete with the best

teams in the league. The
club is now starting to look
forward to hosting it’s own
sevens tournament in May
and opening the new club-
house balcony overlooking
the pitch on the same day.

Team: R. McQueen, D.
Kemp, M. Downie, C.
Nicolson, N.Rimmer, A.
MacDougall, D.
MacDougall, C. Louw (c)
E. Wilson, R. Wright, A.
Beaton, S. Sinclair, M.
McQueen, C. McDonald,
G. McEwan. Replace-
ments: I MacKinney,
D.Gillan, K.Kennedy.
� The bi-annual Oban

Lorne tour to Pencoed is
also travelling to the prin-
cipality for a social and cul-
tural exchange this week-
end.

This is the 32nd consecu-
tive tour between these
clubs and a warm welcome
awaits in the valleys as al-
ways.

The tour party will as
usual take in the Wales v
Scotland international
match on Sunday before
travelling home on Mon-
day.

Rugby

Argyll boys dominate final
FOLLOWING Argyll’s
success at the west of Scot-
land regional finals where
all four teams qualified for
the Scottish final, the under-
13 boys have come in for
particular praise.

The boys were the team of
the day winning by a mas-
sive 208 points with a 748
total ahead of South Lan-
arkshire on 540, Dumfries

& Galloway on 518, West
Dunbartonshire on 505,
with East Ayrshire, Glas-
gow and Inverclyde filling
the remaining places.

The team was depleted
prior to the competition
with talented high jumper
Steven Higson from Tober-
mory struck down with flu
and team captain Iain
MacDowell not fully recov-
ered from a similar illness.

Iain, from Lettermore on
Mull, overcame his illness
to win the high jump clear-
ing 1.35metres and won his
four-lap heat in 47.5sec-
onds but was not able to run
in the final an hour later.
Iain did recover enough to
run in the eight-lap paarlauf
relay and partnered by
Struan Carmichael from To-
bermory won ahead of West
Dunbartonshire.

Struan won the speed
bounce and then placed sec-
ond in the six-lap time trial
in 1min 16.3secs, only a
fraction of a second behind
the winner.

Argyll Sportshall Athlet-
ics coach Bill MacCallum
said: ‘What a performance
by the Argyll boys and the
team will be even stronger
in the Scottish final with the
return of Steven Higson
from Tobermory high
school.

‘All the athletes compet-
ing at Clydebank will be se-
lected for the Scottish final.’

Other Argyll winners
from the under-13 team
were Ian Hamish Paton
from Strachur who won the
vertical jump reaching
54cm, Fraser Meechan
from Lochgilphead won the
standing triple jump with
6.48metres and Ben Boss
from Ardrishaig won the
four-lap final in 49.5sec-
onds.

Ross Robinson from
Lochgoilhead was second
in the triple jump (6.13m)
and Angus MacCallum
from Fionnphort on Mull
was second in the standing
long jump with 2.01metres.

John MacPhee from Con-
nel made a promising debut
with second place in the
vertical jump (48cm).

Argyll won all four relays
in style starting with the ob-
stacle relay in which Angus
MacCallum created an
early lead which was ex-
tended by John MacPhee,
Rhys Campbell from
Dunoon and John Crawford
from Lochgilphead.

Angus, Rhys, John
Crawford and Innes Muir
(Jura)  won the 4 x 1 lap re-
lay and it was a similar out-
come in the 4 x 2 lap relay
in which Ian Hamish Paton,
Ben Boss, Ross Robinson
and Fraser Meechan won
by half the length of the
hall.

Any athletes unable to
compete in Dundee contact
Bill as soon as possible on
01546 602664.

Athletics

Beth plays

in France

defeat

Rugby

JUST two hours after cel-
ebrating Scotland’s famous
win over France at
Murrayfield on Sunday, the
ladies team, including
Lochmaddy’s Beth
MacLeod, were brought
back to earth with a thud.

Just as the men’s team
opened their account
against Les Bleus, the la-
dies entertained their
French guests at Murayfield
but found themselves on the
wrong end of a 23-3 score-
line.

Even though they
matched the passion and
commitment shown by the
men, they just couldn’t con-
vert that effort into points.

Beth, an experienced
flanker, played the full 80
minutes and was one of
only a handful of players to
come away from the game
having played well.

Scotland captain and
scrum-half Paula Chalmers
scored a penalty after the
first three minutes to give
her side a 3-0 lead but this
was to be Scotland’s only
points of the day.

Scotland coach Gil
Stevenson said: ‘It was a
very hard start to our Six
Nations campaign that’s for
sure.’

Scotland’s next match is
against Wales at Sardis
Road, Pontypridd tomor-
row (Friday).

THE HOST team walked
away with The Oban Times
Quaich from Oban and
Lorn Archers Open Port-
smouth Competition.

The quaich went to the top
team in the Recurve com-
petition, the only win for
Oban on the day, although
John Bichard won the Best
Local Archer award.

Held at Atlantis Leisure,
the competition had entries
from all over the country.

Results (scores are out of
a possible maximum of
600): Gents Recurve 1
Ewan Currie, A n c i e n t
Society of Kilwinning
Archers 564; 2 D u n c a n
Card, Loreburn Archers
563; 3 Gordon Donald,
Loreburn Archers 554.

Ladies Recurve 1 Cherry
Lyne, Neptune Archery

Club 551; 2 Teresa Ruskin,
Neptune Archery Club 482;
3 Rosemary Young,
Oban Lorn Archers 460.

Boys Recurve 1 Cameron
McDougall, Monklands
Archery Club 440; 2 Tom
Ruskin Neptune Archery
Club 431; 3 M u r r a y
Hezseltine Largs Ar-
chery Club 427;

Girls Recurve 1 Roedy
Lyne, Neptune Archery
Club 248; 2 Rebecca
Ruskin,Neptune Archery
Club 236. Gents Com-
pound 1 Derek McAulay,
Glasgow Archers 575; 2
Allan McWhinnie,
Loreburn Archers 571; 2
David Herd Balbardie
Archers 571. Ladies Com-
pound 1 Josie Herd,

Balbardie Archers 552; 2
Heather Urquhart,
Loreburn Archers 542; 3
Maxine Wright, Meadow
Archery Club 532.

Boys Compound 1 Chris
McWhinnie, Loreburn
Archers 572; 2 N a t h a n
MacQueen, L o r e b u r n
Archers 558; 3 A l e x
Williams, Clyde Arrows
507. Girls Compound 1
Emma Sneddon, Loreburn
Archers 527; 2 Kirsty
Wright, Meadow Archery
Club 418. Best Local
Archer - John Bichard. 550
Recurve Team: Oban and
Lorn Archers - John
Bichard, Bill Murray, Colin
Wilson, Kyle Dods. Com-
pound Team: Loreburn
Archers - Allan
McWhinnie, Chris
McWhinnie.

The Oban team Kyle Dods, Bill Murray, Colin Wilson and John Bichard,
who also won the award for the highesy scoring Oban and Lorn archer. t05arc03

Hosts win The Oban

Times quaich
SPORTSDESK

01631 580 000

The Lorn Championships
were held at Connel where
the singles winner was N.
McCorkindale of Kilmore.

The doubles winners were

McCorkindale wins Lorn Carpet Bowling singles

Ally Dickie and A.
MacFadyen, also of Kilmore.

Knockout Cup semi-final
results: Kilmore 6, Cairnbaan
2 Easdale 3, Benderloch 5.

Broardfoot Memorial Cup
winners - Kilmore rink J.
Jones, S MacLean, I.
MacLean and N.
McCorkindale.

Archery

P  W  D L Pts
Atlantis 10 8  0  2  24
Forteiths 8   8   0  0  24
Foster Yeoman 9   7   1   1 22
Oban High 9   7   1   1 22
AM Transport 9   4   1   4 13
Oban Times 10 4  0  5 13
Burnside 9   3   0  6   9
Hydro Board 10 2  0   8   6
The Hotels 9   1  0   8  3
The Hospital 9   0  0   9  0

Results (Sunday February
5):

Atlantis Leisure 9, The
Hosptial 2; AM Transport v
Forteiths (to be re-ar-
ranged); Foster Yeoman 7,
The Hotels 2; Burnside
Joiners 4, The Oban Times
7; Oban High School 6,
Hydro Board 4.

Atlantis Leisure

Works League

Football

Argyll and Bute Football Development Officer Dylan Kerr organised a Level 1
Youth Licence Development Activities coaching course at Atlantis Leisure,
Oban, on Sunday 5th February where 35 coaches from all over Argyll took
 part. The course was taken by Frank Coulson, the former head of coaching

 at the Scottish Football Association who travelled from Stranraer to take the
 six-hour course. The Level 2 course will be held at Atlantis on Sundays

5th and 12th March. Anybody wishing to do Level 2 should contact Dylan

Football
Scottish Amateur Cup

5th Round
SLAMANNAN 2
OBAN SAINTS 1

SAINTS made the trip to
Falkirk to take on
Slamannan in the 5th round
of the Soccer World Scottish
Amateur Cup with a place
in the last 32 awaiting the
winners, but unfortunately
the Oban side turned in a
very poor performance and
lost by the odd goal in three.
The game was played on a

tight pitch which sloped
from side to side as well as
from end to end and the
playing surface was pretty
poor which didn’t allow the
Oban lads to play their nor-
mal passing game.
The visitors got off to the

perfect start with a goal in
four minutes when a Ross
Maitland free kick set up
Dean Walker and he swept
the ball past the helpless
Gareth Griffiths.
Saints were on top in the

early stages and created an-
other great chance, but Dean
Walker pulled his shot wide
off the target. Slamannan
were quite content to hoof
the ball up the park for their
forwards, but the Saints
back three of Mark
MacCallum, Bertie Gem-
mell and Alex Grindlay
looked pretty solid.
 Saints created another
guilt-edged opportunity
midway through the half
with a great move when
Allan MacKay and Dean
Walker combined to set up
Ross Maitland, but the wee
man will be disappointed
that he shot past the post in-
stead of hitting the back of
the net.
The home team gradually

came back into the game
and were getting some suc-
cess especially up the left
hand side.
They equalised in the 41st

minute when David Wallace
made progress up the left
wing before cutting inside
both Willie Gemmell and
Joe Lopez. He  curled a
harmless looking cross into
the Saints penalty area
which should have been
cleared but the ball was
missed by everyone and it
sneaked into the net low
down at Tim Woodcock’s
left hand post.
Worse was to follow for

the visitors two minutes
later when they gave away
needless possession. The
ball was crossed into the
box with the Saints defence
claiming for offside, but the
referee let play continue
and Ross McGlenaghan was
on hand to score from close
range.
 The five minutes before
half time were a disaster for
Saints as they had control-
led the first forty minutes
and never looked in any real
danger. The good chances
they missed proved to be
costly in the end.
The second period was al-

ways going to be a battle,
but unfortunately for Saints
some of their players didn’t
seem to be up for it and al-
though they probably had
the bulk of the play they
never looked like breaking
down a resolute Slamannan
defence well marshalled by
the experienced Greig
Paterson.
In fact the big defender

was unlucky not to have in-
creased his side’s lead when

Saints slump at Slamannan

Lewis Buchanan, K-oz, winner of the Oban Express
Junior Football League penalty shoot-out at Atlantis

Leisure last Sunday

he met a corner from the
right, but his net-bound
header was cleared off the
line by Ross Maitland.
Tim Woodcock then had to

make a fine save to deny the
Slamannan attack. Saints
took off Scott Johnston and
Joe Lopez replacing them
with strikers Darin Bryars
and Duncan Campbell.
The visitors had Slam-

annan pinned back in their
own half as the game drew
to a close as they piled on
the pressure, but never
looked like scoring that vi-
tal equaliser that would
have taken the game back
to Oban for a replay and in
the end Slamannan held out
for a hard-fought 2-1 win.
Manager Iain Jackson was

bitterly disappointed at the
performance of his team.
He said: ‘The annoying
thing is that we knew what
to expect today, but a few
of our lads didn’t seem to
be up for the challenge
against a hard tackling team
who never let us get the ball
down and play. We didn’t
get one shot on target in the

second half which was very
disappointing. The park was
poor, but we can’t make that
an excuse, although I
reckon the result would
have been different if the
game had been on the wide
open spaces of Mossfield.
We just got out-fought and
out-muscled by Slamannan
and good luck to them as
they are a hard-working
team with all their players
fighting for the cause and
nobody will relish the pros-
pect of playing them on
their own pitch. They’ve
played all five rounds of the
Scottish Cup at home, so I
now know why they’ve
done so well.’
This Saturday Saints face

another tough cup tie when
they take on top Central
Scottish League team
Denny for a place in the last
16 of the West of Scotland
Cup. If they Oban side are
to have any chance at all
they will need to improve
100 per cent from last
week's performance at
Slamannan. The game,
which has to be finished on
the day, will take place at
Glencruitten, kick-off 2pm.
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