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Prayers as

island

remembers

one year on

THE ISLAND of Ben-
becula has remembered the
five it lost in the terrible
storms last year.

An Anniversary Mass was
held last night (Wednesday)
at St Mary’s Church,
Griminish, Benbecula, for
the five family members
who died attempting to flee
to safety during the
hurricane-force storm last
year.

Archie and Murdina
Macpherson, their children
Hannah and Andrew, and
Murdina’s father Calum
Campbell all perished when
their cars were
overwhelmed by floodwater
at Iochdar.

Father Roddy Macaulay
took the Mass.

Earlier in the afternoon
there was an ecumenical
service for the families at St
Michael’s Church, Ard-
kenneth, taken by Father
Michael MacDonald and
the Rev Jackie Petrie.

And on Sunday the five
were remembered in
prayers in church services
across Uist and Benbecula.

Mull and Iona swimming group ‘pools’ more items together for auction fund-raising boost

THEY’VE already sold a classic Land
Rover, a Royal book, hand-crafted objects
and Harry Potter memorabilia, now Mull
and Iona Swimming Pool Association is
putting a new listing for sale on to e-Bay.

The on-line selling site has brought a
welcome boost to Mull and Iona

Swimming Pool Association’s fund-raising
as it enters its final phase. Listed under the
heading of ‘pooltogether’ on e-Bay, a
remarkable range of goods has already
been sold and raised an incredible £5,000.

A copy of The Old Man of Lochnagar by
HRH The Prince of Wales sold for £260; a

book from Oscar-winning actress Judi
Dench fetched £60. David Gracie of
Shielings Holidays donated a Series 1 Land
Rover, complete with the moss it had
accumulated over the years. A buyer
travelled from Orkney to collect it from
Maggie Buchanan, fund-raising co-

ordinator, for the price of £250. Numerous
people donated autographed photographs
and the top price of £65 was for a picture
of Alan Rickman as Professor Severus
Snape from the film adaptations of the
Harry Potter books.

Tomorrow (Friday) sees a new listing of

goods on e-Bay by the pooltogether fund.
Amongst items on offer is dinner for two
at the Scottish Parliament with Green MSP
Eleanor Scott. Mull’s very own wildlife
cameraman Gordon Buchanan is offering
a two-day safari on wildlife trips on land
and sea.

Duncan Swinbanks, chairman of Mull
and Iona Swimming Pool Association, said:
‘Everyone is getting very excited as we get
closer to our target and we are hoping work
will start on the pool before Easter.’
� To see the list and bid go to e-Bay and
enter the word ‘pooltogether’.

Argyll

and Bute

CAB cash

lifeline

A CASH lifeline has been
offered to the Citizens
Advice Bureau in Argyll
and Bute.

The organisation faced
funding problems in the
area, not least with the role
of supplying independent
advice to people often living
in remote rural and island
settings and in doing so
pioneered the use of IT in
this field. When CAB asked
Argyll and Bute Council for
help the council was
initially reluctant to come to
the rescue, saying its own
workforce provided many
of the services that CAB
does.

However, after a certain
amount of pressure and
lobbying the council set up
a policy development group
to review the business plan
from Argyll and Bute CAB.

The group met again last
week and decided to
provide additional funds,
‘subject to certain
conditions’.

The council has agreed to
provide an extra £16,000 for
the current financial year
but only if the CAB comes
up with the same amount.

The money also depends
on CAB giving the council
a revised business plan,
together with a full
description of the services
it will deliver from 2006-7.
At the same time the
council wants a condition
that its level of
representation on Argyll
and Bute CAB by members
and officers remains the
same.

Ian Brown, spokesman for
CAB in Scotland, gave the
news a cautious welcome.

 ‘We are looking closely at
the offer. Hopefully we can
work on the basis of this to
secure the long-term future
for the CAB. We thank the
many people who have
supported the CAB in the
last few months,’ he said.

Cast members of Cinderella - Out of Ours are, from left, Glynn McCrickard as the fairy Godmother; Jamie Houston as the King;
Pauline Ogilvie as the Queen and Nick Payne as one of the ugly sisters. t02pnt01

‘EXTREMELY disap-
pointed’ is the verdict of
traffic police on the 15
drivers reported for driving
under the influence of drink
or drugs over the festive
season in Argyll.

The four-week-long
festive safety campaign
resulted in 15 people being
reported for such offences,
an increase of one on last
year’s figures.

This figure goes against
the trend for Strathclyde as

a whole, where  286
motorists were caught drink
driving during the festive
safety campaign, a drop
compared to last year’s
figure of 321.

‘We are extremely
disappointed that despite
high profile action this year,
national education
campaigns and local
education campaigns the
number has not dropped,’
said Inspector David
Sutherland of the road

policing unit for  the
Strathclyde sub division
which covers the area of the
old Argyll and Bute District
Council boundaries.

‘We are very concerned as
well as extremely
disappointed.’

He added: ‘It really just
beggars belief. We had high
profile policing.

‘There is no sort of rhyme
or reason.

‘The figure includes men
and women; the youngest is

17 and the oldest is in their
70s.’

The bulk of the offences
were ‘police detected’ with
officers out on patrol seeing
cars being driven badly,
stopping drivers and tests
proving positive.

Five of the incidents were
when  people were tested
after being involved in
collisions.

‘The most encouraging
note is that a number came
about because members of

the public reported people
they knew to be drinking
and driving directly to the
police or through the
national Crimestoppers
telephone number,’ said
Inspector Sutherland.

In view of the worryingly
high figures over the
Christmas period  Inspector
Sutherland said the
division’s teams of traffic
officers were going to
continue high levels of
patrols.

Hospital panto proves laughter is the best medicine

STAFF of Oban’s Lorn and Islands District
General Hospital proved laughter is the best
medicine with their pantomime Cinderella - Out
of Ours.

The laugh-a-minute performance, which
featured 21 cast members, was played to a full
function room at McTavish’s Kitchens, Oban.

The audience of family and friends, who joined
in with the traditional ‘oh, yes it is’ and ‘oh, no
it’s not’ exchanges, really enjoyed the

improvisation from the actors. The pantomime
was presented by Panto in Scrubs and written
by Sandra Melville.

According to the programme, Cinderella - Out
of Ours is a story about love, hope, justice -
and some very strange operating procedures!

All the usual characters were there; Cinderella,
the ugly sisters, the fairy godmother and Prince
Charming.

But no hospital pantomime should be without

a theatre nurse, anaesthetist and a lost consultant.
In between scenes, the audience were told some
‘doctor, doctor’ jokes with Dr Nicky Campbell
‘playing’ the doctor.

A charity collection of £1,250 was raised on
the night and after the performance hospital staff
and guests enjoyed a disco.

Organiser Sandra Melville said the evening was
such a success she has been asked to make it an
annual event.

Police dismay at drink-drive figures

Diver

treated at

chamber

A DIVER was airlifted
during the night and taken
for treatment at
Dunstaffnage after waking
and recognising the
symptoms of decom-
pression sickness.

The man, a commercial
scallop diver working out of
Kyleakin, had undertaken
three successful dives
earlier in the day on Sunday
but awoke in the middle of
the night with a pain in his
shoulder and recognised
this as a symptom.

He contacted coastguards
at Stornoway and on the
advice of the dive doctor on
duty at Aberdeen he was
taken by ambulance to the
airstrip at Broadford and
flown by coastguard
helicopter to the
recompression chamber at
Dunstaffnage, near Oban,
for treatment.

SOROBA residents, Oban
police and Network Rail
have all worked together to
make a footbridge over the
railway a safer, better place.

Network Rail contractors
QTS began work on a
£20,000 project on Tuesday
cutting down trees and
scrub on the trackside and
alongside the footbridge
leading from Drummore
Road to Mull Terrace in
Oban.

Community PC Jeremy

Moore said: ‘I was at a
meeting of Soroba
Community Association
when the point was raised
that the path to and from the
railway footbridge was
dark, overgrown and
unwelcoming.’

Working together to
alleviate the fear of crime
they contacted Network
Rail and the not-for-profit
company, which maintains
the national rail network,
was only too happy to

oblige. Apart from the
landscaping work a new
200 metre-long section of
steel, high-security fencing
will also be erected along
the track at this point.

‘When PC Moore told us
about the problems we were
keen to help,’ said David
Simpson Network Rail
route director. ‘These
measures will make the area
lighter and reduce the fear of
crime for residents as well
as deterring trespassers.’

Work starts to improve Oban footbridge

Ferry link

supporters

fight on
FERRY campaigners in
Campbeltown have pledged
to fight on in their bid to
restart the town’s Irish ferry
link.

In spite of the news earlier
in the week that none of the
four short-listed companies
was prepared to tender, a
company headed by a
Campbeltown man has said
it could have a service up and
running by Easter if the
Scottish Executive is
prepared to offer the contract.

It was announced on
Tuesday that Harrison’s
(Clyde) Limited, Isle of
Man Steam Packet
Company, Serco Denholm
and Western Ferries had all
declined to submit an
official bid, despite being
selected as the Scottish
Executive’s preferred
bidders for the route in
September. Problems with
obtaining a suitable vessel
and worries that the £1
million annual subsidy
would not be enough to
ensure the route would
break even are believed to
be behind the decisions not
to tender.

James Robertson, owner

of the Davaar Bar in
Campbeltown and man-
aging director of newly-
formed Dalriada Shipping,
a company set up
specifically to operate a
route between Camp-
beltown and Ballycastle,
claimed this week his
company could have the
service up and running by
Easter.

Dalriada Shipping
expressed interest in
running the service earlier
this year but, according to
Mr Robertson, was rejected
because the executive felt
the company did not have
the necessary experience.

Mr Robertson, who says
his company is made up of
people with extensive
experience in the Merchant
Navy, said: ‘They rejected
us because the company
itself did not have enough
experience but the executive
did acknowledge our
collective experience. I am
not saying we have a God-
given right to be given the
contract, all we are asking
is that the transport minister
talks to us about it.’

A former Caledonian

MacBrayne employee of 25
years, both at sea and in the
head office, Mr Robertson
said he would hate to see the
service fail because every
option had not been
considered.

The company has already
secured an agreement for
the lease of a suitable
vessel, according to Mr
Robertson. He was adamant
that the £1 million subsidy
would be enough to enable
his company to successfully
operate the route, based on
figures from Sea
Containers’ 1997-99
operation.

Dalriada Business Action
Group, which has played an
important part in the efforts
to attract a bid, also said that
it was not yet prepared to
give up the fight. Its
spokesman said: ‘We do not
intend to give up. We are
encouraged by the tone of
Transport Minister Tavish
Scott’s statement. To this
end we will be seeking
urgent talks with him.’
� For more on this story
see tomorrow’s (Friday’s)
edition of The
Campbeltown Courier.

American Redhead duck becomes and Argyll ‘first’ for Tiree

BIRDWATCHERS are heading for the Isle
of Tiree after the first-ever sighting in Ar-
gyll of an extremely rare American duck.

The American ‘redhead’ duck has cho-
sen Tiree for a winter vacation – the first
ever record of the species in Argyll, and
only the third record ever in Scotland.

Birdwatchers believe that the visitor may
be more familiar to Scottish shores than
first suspected, after photographs and
observations showed the bird to be almost
identical to another redhead seen on Barra
during 2003 and 2004 – the first ever female
redhead duck recorded in Western Europe.

 The visitor, a female, was first seen on
the island in late December by the Royal
Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB)

Tiree Officer John Bowler, who suspected
that the large and well-built duck may be
the rare redhead – more accustomed to North
America where they breed before migrating
south as far as Mexico in the winter.

Mr Bowler said: ‘The bird was too dis-
tant and the light too poor for me to be cer-
tain of the duck’s identity but I was in-
trigued! The duck came closer to shore af-
ter Christmas, allowing photographs to be
taken and shared with other observers fa-
miliar with the species, and these confirmed
my suspicions.

‘Still present this week, it looks set to
spend the winter on Tiree, where the warm-
ing influence of the Gulf Stream prevents
the lochs from freezing over.’

Rare duck has Tiree ‘twitching’

*[HhbEgB/487013]ŸŸŸ+m-OŸ.
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EFFORTS are to be made to
improve the twining links
between Oban and its twin
town in Ireland’s County
Wexford.

Although Oban was offi-
cially linked with Gorey in
May 1997, there has been
only sporadic contact be-
tween the two towns.

These have included
councillors, North Argyll
Youth Forum, Oban Pipe
Band and Oban Lorne
Rugby Club visiting Gorey
but little has been done to
build on the charter.

This stated that the twin-
ning partnership was to
‘cultivate and intensify hu-
man, cultural, educational
and commercial relations
between our respective
towns and thereby provide
a firm foundation for all
time for our understanding

Twinning

links to be

strengthened

Rock

garden club

on the edge

DESPITE the efforts of the
long-standing committee of
Lorn Rock Garden and Hardy
Plant Club, and the steady at-
tendance of members through
the season, the future of the
club is, sadly, under threat.

Unless more people are
willing to come forward to
help run the club there is a
danger it will have to fold.

A committee member said:
‘If local gardeners tell us
what they want from their
club we will try to meet their
requirements.’

Meconopsis and primulas
will be the subject of the first
talk of the season to be organ-
ised by the club.

Scheduled for Tuesday
January 17 in the Cathedral
Hall, Oban at 7.30pm, this
will be given by expert
Newman Burberry of
Druimavuic Gardens, who is
representative of the high
calibre of speakers from
around Scotland and abroad
hosted by this organisation.

Over the past 40 years the
depth and breadth of the top-
ics covered has proved an in-
spiration to gardeners
throughout the area.

FOUR divers aboard the speedboat Sunbird got an un-
likely lift back to Oban on a Caledonian MacBrayne ferry
when their boat’s engine failed in the Firth of Lorne.

The Sunbird was on its way to the dive site at Breda in
Ardmucknish Bay, off ledaig, when she broke down be-
tween Ganavan and its destination on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 27.

The coastguard was notified of the engine failure at
4.21pm.  But only 11 minutes later the coastguard was
notified the Caledonian MacBrayne vessel MV Eigg,
which runs between Oban and Lismore, had put in place
a tow to bring the speedboat back to shore.

The speedboat was safely towed into Oban’s south pier
slipway with all passengers safe and well.

A spokesperson for Clyde Coastguard said: ‘It is possi-
ble the cause of engine failure was contaminated fuel.

‘The MV Eigg was in direct contact with the speedboat
soon after it had broken down.’

Lismore ferry

to the rescue

and friendship’. Argyll and
Bute Council, which carried
out the formal twinning
with Gorey Town Council,
is now to take matters in
hand to improve and de-
velop the links.

Already the tourist office
in Oban has been asked to
send literature relating to
Oban, Lorn and the isles
area to the council office in
Gorey to distribute and
tourism material is to be
sent from Gorey and
County Wexford to Oban’s
council offices.

The possibility of creating
a link between Oban High
School and its counterpart
in Gorey is being explored,
particularly in relation to
shinty-hurling and sports li-
aison officers have been
asked to look at other sport-
ing links.

Other aspects of develop-
ing the link have been sug-
gested such as marketing
areas of mutual interest, like
St Columba or Iona, or cul-
turally through music,
drama and language.

Councillors on Oban,

Lorn and the Isles Area
Committee have already
been asked to Gorey to at-
tend the St Patrick’s Day
celebrations in March and it
is hoped that, if they accept,
further links can be dis-
cussed at the time.

Ladbrokes Oban manager Mary McKay handing over a cheque for £500 to Calum MacIntyre, one of the
volunteers at Shopmobility Oban. t01shop01

OBAN’S Shopmobility has
been boosted by a donation
of £500 by bookmakers
Ladbrokes.

The service which pro-
vides disabled people ac-
cess to the shops and facili-
ties of Oban, was delighted
with the donation, which
comes as part of Ladbrokes’
‘In The Community Chari-
table Trust’ (LICCT) which
was set up in 2003.

The trust was established
to work with a wide range
of charities and good
causes, helping raise funds
and tailoring initiatives to
meet the demands of local
communities.

LICCT has donated more

Oban Shopmobility receives

welcome boost from Ladbrokes

than £6,500 to causes
within the local area in the
last eighteen months.

The staff at Ladbrokes’
Oban Branch, have raised
more than £2,600 during
2005 through fund-raising
within the shop itself.

This money was raised by
carrying out things like the
Christmas raffle, sweep-
stakes and sponsored si-
lences. Even a staff curry
night contributed more than
£450 to the trust.

Ladbrokes’ Oban shop
manager Mary McKay was
pleased to hand over the
cheque to such an important
service.

She said: ‘I’m delighted

that we can donate some of
the money to such a worthy
local cause such as this. We
are extremely thankful to all
our staff and customers for
their continued support for
the LICCT.’

Its a welcome influx of
money for Shopmobility,
which has been operating
now for around seven years.
The service, which is situ-
ated on the South Pier, was
mainly run by volunteers,
until Anne Mossman was
hired as co-ordinater a year
ago.

The service caters for lo-
cals as well as visitors to the
area, and is vital, especially
in the summer months for

disabled tourists who wish
to see and shop in Oban.

Elaine Robertson, a mem-
ber of the Disability Forum
which helped establish
Shopmobility was delighted
with the donation.

She said: ‘We are ex-
tremely grateful for this
support which enables us to
continue to supply a serv-
ice to locals and people
from afar.

‘Funding is an ongoing
concern so this kind of sup-
port is vital.’

She also praised other
contributors, volunteers and
people who put so much
work into making
Shopmobility a success.

A donation of £200 to the RNLI from Scottish Power, Cruachan Power
Station, was presented to Ewan McCuish by Bob Wales, Station Manager of
Cruachan Power Station. The donation will be used by Oban Lifeboat Station

to help pay for crew training.

ALZHEIMER Scotland is
looking for volunteers from
Oban to staff its Dementia
Helpline, which provides
people with information and
support about dementia.

They are looking for peo-
ple who are good listeners,
can give good accurate infor-
mation, have a personal or
professional interest in de-
mentia and who have the time
to spare.

Volunteers are wanted for
during the day, in the eve-
nings and overnight or at
weekends. Helpers can work
anywhere in Scotland, or at
the National Office in Edin-
burgh.

With calls coming from all
over Scotland, volunteers can

Dementia

helpline seeks

local volunteers

help make a difference both
locally, and to those further
afield.

There are places available
on Alzheimers Scotland’s
four-day training course,
which takes place in Edinburgh
over two weekends.  These are
Saturday 25 and Sunday 26
February, and Saturday 18 and
Sunday 19 March.

Maruska Greenwood,
helpline manager, said: ‘The
freephone Dementia Helpline
provides direct access to in-
formation and emotional sup-
port, 24 hours a day, 365
days. The helpline is for peo-
ple with dementia, their
carers, relatives and friends,
and for professionals in the
dementia field.’

Term time holidays

cause havoc with

school statistics
HOLIDAYS during term
time are causing havoc with
attendance figures at Oban
High School.

The head teacher is call-
ing on parents to book their
holidays with an eye on
their children’s education
rather than bargain prices
and their own working life.

The national performance
figures for schools pub-
lished just before Christmas
gave Oban a poor result
with the highest figure for
Argyll and Bute but the fig-
ure gives a false reading,
Mrs Linda Kirkwood said.

The Scottish average per-
centage of unauthorised ab-
sences of all first to fifth
year pupils stands at 1.9 per
cent for 2005 while Argyll
and Bute’s average unau-
thorised absence of pupils is
relatively low at 0.7 per
cent. Figures for Oban high
reveal 2.1 per cent of all
pupils away from school
without good reason during
the past year.

The unauthorised absence
figures show  Dunoon
Grammar had 0.1 per cent,
Campbeltown Grammar
had 0.2 per cent,  Islay High

School had 0.3 per cent,
Tarbert Academy and To-
bermory High both had 0.4
per cent, Tiree High had 0.7,
and Rothesay Academy and
Lochgilphead High School
had 1.3 and 1.6 respectively.

‘Changes in how these
figures were categorised are
rather misleading,’ said Mrs
Kirkwood.

This figure is for all un-
authorised absence from
school; not just truancy.

‘Oban high has a very low
level of  truancy, of 0.5 per
cent,’ she said.

The Oban figure is in-
creased by families decid-
ing to take their holidays
outwith school holidays.

Mrs Kirkwood said that
children should only be
taken out of school during
term time if someone in the
family is really ill or there
has been something trau-
matic like a death; these
would be classes as author-
ised absences.

The main reason for the
term-time holidays is that so
many parents work within
the tourism trade and so par-
ents cannot take family
holidays during what is the

busiest times for them. This
is especially the case with
smaller, family-owned tour-
ism-based businesses of
which there are a high
number in the Oban High
School catchment area.

‘Historically this has hap-
pened a lot in the Oban area
because of the involvement
in the tourism trade,’ said
Mrs Kirkwood, ‘all our
spare [holiday] days are
taken at the October break
to make it two weeks.

Mrs Kirkwood is now
writing to all parents call-
ing on them to ensure that
holidays are not taken dur-
ing term time.

‘We are also beginning to
see parents going after
cheaper prices in January
and February on long haul
holidays,’ said Mrs
Kirwood.

This trend is doing as
much damage to children’s
education as it does to the
school’s standing in the
league tables, the head
tecaher believes.

‘There is a direct correlation
between attendance at school
and attainment at school,’
said Mrs Kirkwood.

NETWORK rail is advising passengers on the
West Highland line that their onward jour-
neys could be hit by major works starting in
the Glasgow area this week.

Preparations are now under way to replace
overhead line equipment in Glasgow and
Paisley along a six-mile stretch from Cook
Street to Paisley. Other work will also take
place in Gourock and Wemyss Bay.

Rail journeys could be delayed as work starts

The entire scheme is expected to run until
September next year with the majority of
work on Sundays and in the evenings.

‘Ayrshire and Glasgow -Kilmarnock serv-
ices will be affected so West Highland pas-
sengers connecting with these routes for
their journeys should take this into consid-
eration,’ a spokeswoman for Network Rail
said.

A TWENTY-four-year-old
man broke into a caravan in
Dalintart Drive, Oban, and
stole electrical goods, cloth-
ing and a bracelet - but re-
turned them all the follow-
ing morning.

Robert MacKenzie, Dun-
donald, Lorn Terrace,
Miller Road, Oban, had
forced open a window at the
back of the caravan, caus-
ing £40-worth of damage,
before making off with a
video player, hi-fi system,
bracelet and quantity of
clothing, Procurator Fiscal
Clifford Most told Oban
Sheriff Court.

Mr Most said suspicion
had fallen on MacKenzie
but the goods, worth £380,
had been fully recovered.

Defence agent David
MacNeill said Mackenzie
had been emotionally un-
balanced at the time of the
incident and on the night in
question had been drinking.

He had gone the short dis-
tance to a house, where the

Man who stole goods

returns them next morning

mother of his child lived,
had gone round the back of
the house to where the cara-
van was, gone in and
grabbed what he could. The
caravan was at the time, be-
ing rented out. ‘He went
straight back the following
morning and returned all of
it,’ said Mr MacNeill.

MacKenzie who admit-
ted stealing the goods on
September 24 last year,
was fined £300 by Sheriff
Douglas Small on Mon-
day.

Sheriff Small also or-
dered him to pay £40 com-
pensation to the occupants
of the caravan.

BUSINESS START-UP WORKSHOP

A three day workshop for people in Argyll and the Islands area, who are

thinking of starting up in business.  The course covers all aspects of

business start-up including market research, profit & cashflow forecasting,

tax and legal obligations.

This workshop is FREE

The Corran Halls, Oban

Wed 25th - Fri 27th January 2006

from 9.30am - 3.30pm

To book a place or for further information contact

Karen or Ishbel at Smart Successful Solutions Ltd

01866 833500

Argyll and the Islands Enterprise, The Enterprise Centre,

Kilmory Industrial Estate, Lochgilphead PA31 8SH

www.hie.co.uk/aie

GAELIC MEDIUM
EDUCATION

‘SCHOOL OPEN

AFTERNOON’

Parents interested in finding

out more about Gaelic

Medium Education are

invited to come along to an

open afternoon at

St Columba’s Primary

School, Oban,

Friday 20 January 2006

at 2 p.m.

Promoted by Comann Nam

Pàrant an t-Oban agus Latharna

ANNUAL AUCTION

to be held on Saturday 28th January 2006

at Oban Livestock Centre - 10.30am

All Proceeds to Local Good Causes

Donations of saleable furniture and

all household items now being taken

Please contact any Rotarian or call Oban 564848.

To advertise in the
LOOK AT OBAN PAGES in the

The Oban Times

call 01631 568000
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You can email your Lorn news to
lornlines@obantimes.co.uk

THERE was more than
entertainment to be enjoyed
at a memorable ceilidh held
in Taynuilt Village Hall in
November, organised by the
local branch of An Comunn
Gaidhealach.

The event was the annual
‘Baked Potato Night’
Ceilidh which found the
audience tucking in to
baked potatoes with a
variety of delicious fillings
including cheese, coleslaw,
chicken, haggis and egg
mayonnaise as well as tea,
coffee, mince pies and
shortbread.

Introduced by fear-an-
tighe Donald Harrison, a
first class programme
included pipers Angus
MacColl and Angus junior;
the Isla Sinclair Dancers -
Lorna MacLean, Claire
Jordan, Laura Munro,
Lorna Macdonald, Karen
MacKenzie, Nicola Mac-
Fadyen and Jackie Watt -
and Lorn Junior Fiddlers
joined by talented young
accordionist Scott Sinclair,
Connel.

There was fine singing
from Joy Dunlop, Connel,
Helen Pearson, Oban, and
Fiona Dunn, who is on the
staff at Sabhal Mor Ostaig
College on Skye, and Paddy
and Libby Shaw, Taynuilt,
played for set dances.

Votes of thanks were
proposed by Moira Dunlop,
Connel, and there was a
well-supported raffle.

� � �

THE ANNUAL Christmas
raffle of Argyll Beats
Cardiovascular Disease
(ABCD) was drawn on air
in December, courtesy of
Oban FM, when 10 trustees
and colleagues crowded
into Alan MacKechnie’s
studio.

The top prize of £300 -
again donated by Stuart
Gunn, originally from
Dalmally and a long-time
supporter of the ABCD
Trust - was won by young
Alistair MacFarlane of
Kelso, Roxburgh.

Stuart also donated a
‘consolation’ prize of £50
this year, which was drawn
after all the other prizes had
been allocated.

In total, more than 30
prizes were donated by a
huge cross-section of the
area’s businesses as well as
friends of the trust, making
this one of the most popular
raffles in the district.

To date, the total raised by
the raffle is £1,300.

After the draw Julie
Didcock and Peter
MacMillan presented a
cheque for £352.50 to the
trust, the proceeds of a
sponsored swim which the
pair undertook on behalf of
this cause.

The trust promotes a range
of activities dedicated to the
care of patients suffering
from all forms of heart
disease and encourages the
public generally to adopt
healthy lifestyles.

� � �

MEETING for the last time
in 2005, members of Lorn
Archaeological and
Historical Society were
riveted during a talk on

Treasure Trove in Scotland
given by Dr Alan Saville of
the National Museum of
Scotland.

The definition of Treasure
Trove and the factors taken
into account by the advisory
panel when determining
how to award finders and
allocate the finds either to a
museum or return them to
the finders, were fully
explained by Dr Saville who
afterwards fielded a large
number of questions.

Votes of thanks were
proposed by the society
treasurer Duncan Campbell.

The first meeting of the
New Year will take place on
January 20 when John
Marshall, Fife, will present
a talk on the potato famine
in West Scotland.

People are mainly well
aware of the Irish potato
famine but generally less
knowledgeable on its social
impact in the West of
Scotland.

As usual the meeting will
take place in Glencruitten
Church Centre at 7.30pm.
Non-members are always
welcome.

� � �

FOR LARGE numbers of
children throughout Lorn,
Christmas arrived early
thanks to Oban and Lorn
Lions Club.

The club saw to it that
Santa -  Bill Coutts, Alastair
Ferguson and John Lloyd -
held court in his grotto in
Oban’s Royal Hotel on two
successive Saturdays in
December where he
dispensed presents to the
huge number of youngsters
eager to meet with him and
tell him of their hopes for
Christmas morning.

The costs were more than
covered by generous public
donations amounting to
£1,066, leaving a surplus
which will later be directed
to local charities.

Expected in January is a
visit from a group from the
West Kirby Lions Club,
based near Liverpool. They
plan to spend a week in
Oban during which one of
the highlights will be a
challenge haggis race in
Oban’s Royal Hotel.

It will be their first visit to
the town and their Oban
counterparts hope to ensure
it will be a memorable one.

The Oban club will
celebrate the anniversary of
its founding 20 years ago at
a special Charter Night
Dinner to be held in the
Royal Hotel in March.

� � �

OBAN experienced its two
coldest days of the year on
December 28 and 29 when
temperatures measureably
below zero were recorded.

A Dunollie Road
householder, who is a keen
collector of weather
statistics, reported
temperatures of minus 2°C
in her back garden on both
nights but made the point
that readings in more
exposed parts of the town
were almost certain to have
been lower.

Fisherman fell asleep on watch and grounded vessel

A FISHERMAN who fell asleep on his watch causing a
£250,000 scallop dredger to ground on a reef and sink
had his sentence deferred at Oban Sheriff Court last week.

Neil Ronald McLean, aged 29, of 2 Jubilee Terrace,
Tobermory, admitted falling asleep in the wheelhouse of
the FV Aquila while his cousin, the part owner and skipper
of the vessel, was sleeping below deck and another crew
member was making breakfast.

The boat struck a reef to the north of the island of Muck
at 10am on April 3 last year.

Despite the attempts of several other fishing boats to
tow the vessel off the rocks, and only 10 minutes after a
lifeboat had taken the three crew off the boat, it sank.

Procurator Fiscal Clifford Most said: ‘The automatic
pilot was on and the accused had put his feet up on the
console in the wheelhouse and had fallen asleep. He didn’t
wake up until he was thrown from the seat as the boat
grounded. When interviewed he accepted that as a
consequence of personal matters he didn’t get much sleep
the previous night and was fatigued.’

Defence agent Duncan Durbin told the court that McLean
had been working on the boat ‘off and on’ for the last
three years and his latest spell as a crew member was six
weeks before the incident. He said: ‘On a three-day trip
they catch as much sleep as they can. He had returned
home, hadn’t gone out the previous evening and otherwise

had an uneventful evening. He remembers changing course
on one occassion and would have been required to change
course again. Between the first and second change of
course he fell asleep. He was asleep for half an hour before
the vessel ran aground. He has felt extreme remorse and
guilt. It is a small fishing community in Tobermory and
he is still coming to terms with it. He has been living in
personal agony for the last seven months.’

Sheriff Douglas Small told McLean, who is unemployed:
‘I can’t fine you as you have no means to pay a fine so I
will defer sentence for reports into your background.’

McLean will return to court on February 1 2006 for
sentencing.

Dating

channel

meeting

ends in

assault

A MULL man who met a
woman on a television
dating channel and then
invited her to come and stay
with him admitted
assaulting her after she
refused to leave his home.

Oban Sheriff Court heard
on Monday that the woman,
Tina Benger of Mansfield,
had met Colin Burnett of
Bendoran Boatyard,
Bunessan, on the dating
channel and the pair had
continued to correspond by
telephone for four or five
weeks.

Miss Benger had then
agreed to travel to Mull to
stay with Burnett, the court
heard, but during the course
of this visit there had been
an argument.

‘The accused wanted her
to leave,’ said Procurator
Fiscal Clifford Most, ‘and
seized her by the hair and
pulled her through the
house.’

She had called the police
after being injured by the
assault, including having a
bruised and swollen face, a
bleeding gum and two teeth
loosened.

Defence agent David
MacNeill said the
relationship had not worked
out and according to his
client Miss Benger had hit
him and been throwing
things around his house.

‘The accused asked her to
go from his house and she
refused to leave. He accepts
that he assaulted her by
pulling her by the hair.’

Burnett, aged 42, a self-
employed fisherman,
admitted assaulting Miss
Benger  to her injury on July
28 at his home and was
fined £400 by Sheriff
Douglas Small, who said he
accepted there had been
degree of provocation.

Oban man

bailed after

knife

assault

AN OBAN man was given
bail after appearing in
private at Oban Sheriff
Court last week charged
with assaulting a man with
a knife.

Walter MacIntyre, aged
62, of 20 Glencruitten
Drive, Oban, is charged
with assaulting Robert
Cruikshanks, c/o Strath-
clyde Police, Oban, on
December 30 at Achnalarig
Farm, Glencruitten, Oban,
by striking him on the neck
with a knife.

The Rev Andy Campbell and his wife Fiona said goodbye to the congregation of Kilmore and Oban Church of Scotland. They are
pictured at the weekend with associate minister the Rev Liz Gibson, left, church session clerk Ken MacColl and newly ordained

church elders, from left, Cynthia MacKeown, Carl Ravn, Stuart Philp, Win Philp and Marion Kirkham. t02and03

Oban minister Reverend Andy Campbell

leads last town worship after 26 years
AFTER 26 years as a Church of Scotland
minister in Oban, the Rev Andy Campbell led
worship for the last time in the town on Sunday.

But he did not leave on a quiet note as he
ordained five new church elders and baptised
four children.

The minister for Kilmore and Oban first came
to the town in November 1979 and was inducted
as minister of St Columba’s Argyll Square
Church, now the tourist office. Since then, a
union of churches in the town has made the Rev
Campbell a well-known face. He is moving to a
new job which will see him travel all over the
country as part of a small team of specialists.

The Rev Campbell explained: ‘My new job is
based in Perth but I will be encouraging
congregations across Scotland to work in a more

modern way. It’s a new post. I will be carrying
out research into best practise of church work
and passing on ideas to churches large and
small.’

The Rev Campbell has achieved many things
in his 26 years in Oban; one of which is
overseeing the fund-raising and building of the
Glencruitten Church of Scotland Centre.

He has also been chaplain for hospitals in the
town, Park and Rockfield primary schools and
Oban High School. At the end of term school
Christmas services, the Rev Campbell was given
a guitar by pupils and parents of Rockfield
Primary School and was presented with an
inscribed quaich by Oban High School.

And the congregation he has served for more
than a quarter of a century have planned a

farewell presentation for the Rev Campbell
before he starts his new job at the end of the
month. Ken MacColl, Session Clerk of Kilmore
and Oban Church of Scotland, said: ‘We in
Oban have been enormously enriched with the
presence of Andy and his wife Fiona over 26
years. We wish Andy well in his new job within
the church and wish them all of God’s blessings
in their move.

‘I am sure we will not lose touch with them.’
The Rev Campbell says although he starts his

new job at the end of this month he will be
travelling between Oban and Perth for a few
weeks to come.

Until a replacement is found for the Rev
Campbell, the Rev Jeff McCormick will lead
the congregation as interim moderator.

Property developer’s

Oban appeal dismissed
Man admits

possessing

ecstasy

TWENTY-one-year-old
Thomas Johnstone, c/o 71
Highbank Park, Loch-
gilphead, has been fined
£200 after admitting
possessing ecstasy.

Oban Sheriff Court heard
on Monday that Johnstone
had been at a party and had
changed clothes after
having a drink spilled on
him and two ecstasy tablets
had been in a pocket of the
clothes lent to him.

He accepted, when found
with them in his possession
on June 6 in George Street,
Oban, that he knew they
were ecstasy and were in his
possession but that he was
not going to use them
himself.

Defence agent Robert
Dundas said the accused
would not have used them
because he was a diver in
the fishing industry and was
regularly tested for drugs.

A PROPERTY developer
has lost an appeal to build
full-time residential flats in
a courtyard at the back of
the Argyll Hotel in Oban.

The hotel, which has been
closed for several years,
was bought by Thomas
Rothschild’s Food
Convertors Ltd, a company
based in Wiltshire.

The company has lodged
a number of planning
applications relating to the
derelict hotel and the
buildings at the rear in
Charles Street and Argyll
Mews, one of which was for
three flats, demolishing
former staff housing for the
hotel in the process.

Oban, Lorn and the Isles
Area Committee of Argyll
and Bute Council approved
the application but with the
condition that the flats not
be used for full-time
occupants and for not more
than three months at a time.

Mr Rothschild appealed to
the Scottish Executive
against this condition but
his appeal has been
dismissed.

Principal Reporter at the
Inquiry Reporter Unit T P
W Brian said having
considered all the
arguments he felt removal
of the condition would be
contrary to the council’s
policies and there was no

other justification for
allowing it.

Food Convertors argued
that the proposed flats
would be better than the
run-down building already
there, that there were
already residential flats
above some of the
commercial premises in the
area and there would be the
use of a communal garden.

There would be parking at
the North Pier, there would
be no right of access apart
from pedestrians to the
courtyard once building was
complete and environ-
mental health had not
objected to the removal of
the condition.

The council argued that
the yard was not suitable for
permanent housing, the
flats’ bedrooms would have
to have obscure glass for
privacy, the living room
windows would overlook a
recently approved building
only three metres away,
access and parking was
restricted and a number of
other premises used the
yard for delivery of goods
and storage of beer barrels.

It also said that while not
objecting, environmental
health had commented the
flats would be more
sensitive, than existing
residential flats, to local
noise.

The reporter said in his
written response: ‘The site
is in a ‘backland’ situation
and is hemmed in by
existing buildings on all
sides.

‘The outlook from the
flats would be very
restricted because of the
presence of the surrounding
buildings up to four storeys
high in close proximity.

‘I find that the yard would
not provide a satisfactory
residential environment for
a block of flats for
permanent occupation and
that the parking and
servicing arrangements
would be inadequate.’

Drug

driver

fined and

banned

A MAN who was stopped
by police after driving a
Land Rover in an erratic
fashion later proved to have
a quantity of diazepam and
methadone in his
bloodstream.

Oban Sheriff Court heard
on Monday that Jason
Gregory, aged 34, had
seemed dopey, unable to
understand what police
were saying to him and was
unsteady on his feet after
the Land Rover he was
driving was pulled over in
Soroba Road, Oban.

Gregory, whose address at
the time of the incident was
6e Sinclair Drive, Oban,
denied driving while unfit
through drink and drugs on
Soroba Road on April 28
last year.

PC Kenneth McKechnie,
of Strathclyde Police
Oban’s Road Policing Unit,
said he and his colleague PC
Stephen McAleer had tried
to caution and charge
Gregory in the forecourt of
the Shell filling station but
decided that, because there
was no smell of alcohol
from Gregory, they should
take him to the station for a
blood test.

PC McKechnie said
Gregory did not seem to
understand what was being
said to him in the forecourt
but agreed to give a blood
sample around an hour later.
He said no roadside or other
breath test had been given.

University of Glasgow
professor of Forensic
Toxicology John Oliver,
now retired, told the court
that he had found diazepam,
plus traces of three other
forms of diazepam as a
result of the drug being
broken down in the body, as
well as methadone in
Gregory’s blood sample.

He said that it was more
than what he would
consider was prescribed for
‘therapeutic’ purposes and
that the effects of such a
drug were drowsiness and
muscle weakness but the
level of this depended on the
tolerance of the person
taking the drug.

Gregory admitted he was
on the methadone
programme and had taken
methadone that morning but
he also said he had just been
prescribed diazepam and
had taken two the night
before to help him get to
sleep. He said he had been
having problems with the
gear stick in the 1971 Land
Rover, owned by his then
employer.

Gregory, who is originally
from England, said he had
difficulty in understanding
what the policeman was
saying to him, claimed he
was given a breath test
which he passed and then
was taken to the police
station for a blood test. He
didn’t think he was being
arrested because he didn’t
think he had done anything
wrong. He disagreed that he
was unfit to drive.

Sheriff Douglas Small
found Gregory guilty, fined
him £350 and disqualified
him from driving for a year.

Chance to join Queen for

80th birthday lunch

IN HONOUR of The
Queen’s 80th birthday next
year, Her Majesty and the
Duke of Edinburgh will host
a reception and luncheon at
Buckingham Palace on
Wednesday April 19, for
people who will be
celebrating their 80th
birthday on April 21 2006.

All those living in Argyll
and Bute, who were born on
April 21 1926 and would
like a chance of lunching
with The Queen, should, in
the first instance, write to
the Lieutenancy Clerk
George Seaton, Bank of
Scotland Buildings, Station

Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34
4LN, telephone 01631
563014, with a copy of their
birth certificate by January
16. Selection will be by
ballot.

Helicopter company flies to Sandra’s rescue

A HELICOPTER tour
company has flown in to
save an Oban woman’s
holiday after Citylink
refused to carry her mobile
scooter battery on their
buses.

Sandra Ross, who suffers
from osteo arthritis of the
spine, needs the scooter as
she cannot walk long
distances.

Last week The Oban
Times reported Sandra’s
holiday plans had been dealt
a blow when Citylink
refused to carry her scooter
battery as the company said
there was a risk of battery
acid spilling.

But after seeing the story,
Arran Heli Tours contacted
Sandra to offer its services
and on Saturday pilot
Graham Martlew flew her
and her partner, Neil Angus,
from Oban Airport to
Glasgow in 35 minutes
where she joined her flight
to France.

Arran Heli Tours
managing director Neil

Currie said: ‘We were
distressed to hear of Ms
Ross’ plight and are only
too pleased to assist in this
special case. When we saw
the headline in The Oban
Times ‘Sandra can fly

around the world, but can’t
take the bus to Glasgow’ it
seemed obvious to us that
the answer was to fly from
Oban direct to Glasgow
Airport.

‘Whilst we believe that the

coach company felt the
apparatus posed a risk, we
took minor precautions to
isolate the battery to ensure
safety was maintained.’

Sandra said: ‘I am
absolutely delighted. Arran

Heli Tours has been
tremendously kind to us.’

Aquasoothe, the makers
of the scooter Sandra uses,
said the battery in the
scooter is classed as non-
dangerous for transport.

Pilot Graham Martlew welcomes Sandra Ross and Neil Angus aboard his helicopter. t02bat01
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Fort William to host film premiere to raise funds for hydrotherapy pool

Craig Paul with Nell Hardie and fellow winners Sam Coombs and James Hopson.

Lochaber youngsters find out how to make butter at the West Highland
Museum.

Anger as

Kennedy

resigns

Lochaber school children

see snapshots of history

Jobcentre

staff to join

strike action

STAFF at Fort William’s
Jobcentre Plus are set to
join a two-day national
strike after a ballot by the
Public and Commercial
Services Union (PCS).

Union members voted 60
per cent in favour of a two-
day nationwide strike on
January 26-27 followed by
sporadic action across
England, Scotland and
Wales.

The call for strike action
follows a dispute between
the union and the Depart-
ment of Work and Pen-
sions (DWP) over service
levels and job cuts.

Over 15,000 posts have
already been axed in the
DWP as it seeks to cut
30,000 jobs as part of a
Government drive to cut a
further 70,000 across the
rest of the civil service.

Highland

holiday dates

announced

A82 roadworks

return to Fort

Lochaber hero is young sailor of the year

have been overwhelming
messages of support from
the Highlands and that has
been a great source of sup-
port and strength.

‘I look back on my six
years as party leader with a
great deal of satisfaction in
terms of what I have been
able to achieve.

‘We have one million
more voters and the highest
level of MPs for over 80
years and I was the only UK
party leader who spoke out
against the war in Iraq.

‘But I have, after all these
years in Parliament, become
the MP for Lochaber, and in
many ways, now that I am
relieved of the duties of the
UK leadership, we are now
planning our lives on the
basis that we have much
more time in Lochaber. That
is something I am looking
forward to very much.’

Break
Mr Kennedy added that he

was also looking forward to
having the break that he did
not get over the Christmas
and New Year period.

Local Liberal Democrat
party member Russ Morgan
said: ‘Everybody is a bit
disgusted by the whole
thing.

‘If it had to be dealt with
it should have been in-house
and discreet. The Liberal
party will be much poorer
without him.

‘I don’t think he is the sort
of fellow to disappear. I can
guarantee that once the dust
has settled he’ll be back.

‘There are too many peo-
ple  disgusted with what
happened and how he got
boxed in.’

YOUNG Lochaber sailor Craig Paul has be-
come the first Scot to win the Royal Yachting
Association’s young sailor of the year award.

Seventeen-year-old Craig, along with fellow
sailors Sam Coombs from Clevedon and James
Hopson from Wrexham, won the award for an
amazing act of bravery, saving a young girl from

heads, remained calm and managed to bring
Nell safely to shore and resuscitate her before
she was taken to hospital. The awards were pre-
sented by Her Royal Highness, the Princess
Royal, at the London Boat Show on Saturday,
January 7 after a ceremony at the media marine
awards in Old Billingsgate in London.

certain death. Sailing at the Scottish 29er cham-
pionships on Loch Lomond in September the
three boys rescued Lochgilphead sailor Nell
Hardie after her boat capsized.

Nell was sailing with Craig when the boat cap-
sized, trapping her underneath with a wire round
her neck. During the incident the boys kept their

SNAPSHOTS of history were brought to
life for youngsters from Claggan, Fort Wil-
liam, Caol and Banavie by the West High-
land Museum.

A museum activity day saw Lochaber
children visit the museum one day during
the school holiday.

The museum’s education officer Betty
Bruce said there was only supposed to be
10 children attending the open day but 16
youngsters ended up taking part.

The children spent two hours learning
how to make butter from cream, dressed
up in Jacobite uniform and discovered how
air raid shelters in World War Two looked
like and were operated.

Betty was on hand to explain the history
behind each of the topics and  said the chil-
dren appeared to thoroughly enjoy them-
selves with a great response from young-
sters wanting to attend the activity sessions
beforehand.

FORT William is to host a film premiere for a new movie
to raise funds for Lochaber’s new hydrotheraphy pool.

The movie, titled Here’s Tae Lochaber is narrated by
Magnus Magnusson and includes appearances by na-
tional stars of the Scottish music scene and Lochaber
musicians.

As well as contributions from Donnie Munro, Ally
Bain and Phil Cunningham the Kilmallie Singers, Loch-
aber Schools Pipe Band and the senior pipe band are

also featured. There are also a host of local musicians
performing under the watchful eye of Ingrid Henderson.

The premiere will be held in March this year in the town’s
Studio Theatre.

It is being organised by Scottish musician Billy
MacIsaac, who was responsible for the CD, Here’s Tae
Us, which made £20,000 for Lochaber Hydrotherapy in
2004.

Billy has also written a new song, simply titled Loch-

aber, which he hopes will be taken on as an anthem for
Lochaber. The song features Strathclyde Police Band and
a 50-piece choir and is written in the style of Paul
McCartney’s Mull of Kintyre.

Billy said: ‘I was approached by a film production com-
pany when the CD came out in 2004 and they offered to
do a short DVD for the charity taking some tracks from
the CD and story-boarding them.

‘I managed to persuade them to extend it a little bit.’

safeguarding the Caol wa-
terfront and ensuring that a
flood prevention wall is
erected to safeguard homes
already in existence.’

Mr Clark added that a re-
cent report from the conser-
vation charity, World Wide
Fund for Nature, has said
that environmental changes
will lead to more storms on
the west coast.

He added: ‘If we are go-
ing to face the recent type
of flooding we had in Loch-
aber along with snow melt,
we will certainly be in deep
water.’

‘As a councillor it is my
job to attract development
to my ward. It is also in eve-
ryone’s interests to ensure
that locations will not only
benefit a small section of
the community but the
whole community in a more
accessible locations at a
cost that will be more ac-
ceptable.

‘I am not against the pro-
posal, only its location. In-
stead of concentrating on
reclaiming land from the
sea and infilling this mas-
sive hole to provide a site,
all the effort should go into

Clark says that the Caol and
Corpach areas have water-
fronts and locations much
easier to develop.

He said: ‘The council has
already spent a great deal of
money purchasing the area
to be reclaimed from the sea
and for a waterfront report
that they turned down.

‘It is all very well acquir-
ing money from various
sources, however, there is
no excuse for choosing a lo-
cation that will greatly in-
crease the cost to make it
safe while more accessible
locations exist.

 A LOCHABER councillor
has slammed a plan to build
housing and shops on land
reclaimed from the sea in
Fort William.

Kilmallie and Invergarry
councillor Bill Clark says
that storm driven floods on
the west coast will become
more and more frequent and
instead Highland Council
should concentrate on flood
prevention to safeguard
homes already in existence.

Highland Council plans to
reclaim land from the sea
for development along Fort
William’s waterfront but Mr

LIBERAL Democrats in
Lochaber have reacted with
anger and disgust at the way
Charles Kennedy MP has
been forced to resign as
leader of the party last
week.

But Mr Kennedy himself
told The Oban Times this
week that he was grateful
for the messages of support
he had received from Loch-
aber and was looking for-
ward to spending more time
in his constituency.

Just 48 hours after admit-
ting he had a problem with
alcohol Mr Kennedy chose
to resign on Saturday, Janu-
ary 7 after intense pressure
from leading members of
his shadow cabinet.

Personal friend, Liberal
Democrat councillor and lo-
cal GP Michael Foxley said:
‘I think that what happened
is very sad. I am very sorry
for Charles Kennedy and
his family.

Courageous
‘It is a very courageous

step to admit you have a
problem to immediate fam-
ily, let alone to 50 million
people. I feel very angry
about events in last few
days.

‘Charles Kennedy is a
very good Highland MP and
has been a very good leader
of the Liberal Democrats.
He was the major politician
of consequence who op-
posed the Iraq war which
was not only completely il-
legal but made the situation
far worse than it was before.
I think that regardless of
party politics he got a lot of
credit for his stance on that.

‘If he admitted that he had

Charles Kennedy, MP.
an alcohol problem and was
dealing with it then he
should have been given
every support in that situa-
tion. And if it was felt nec-
essary to have a leadership
contest he should have
taken part in that along with
others.

‘People are making an is-
sue of him denying treat-
ment for alcohol, but speak-
ing as a GP, everybody that
has alcohol problems denies
it and when they do admit
it in most businesses and
certainly in the public sec-
tor they are given every pos-
sible support to ensure they
overcome that problem.

‘Apart from feeling very
sad and angry I feel it sends
an extremely bad message
out to people that are won-
dering if they should admit
to problems if that is the
consequences.

‘It’s a major issue in Loch-
aber and Scotland and I
think the consequences of
what’s happened here are
damaging for a lot of other
people in the same situa-
tion.’

Mr Kennedy said: ‘There

Billy became involved in the fundraising for the hydro-
therapy pool in Fort William when he learned that his
friend George McLeod would benefit from using the pool
as he suffers from rheumatoid arthritis.

The charity’s board is due to meet today (Thursday) to
discuss the awarding of the contract to build the pool.

Work is due to start in the next few weeks on the pool
which is being built on land at the King George V Park,
Fort William.

Gaelic medium

parents fight on

A PARENTS’ GROUP at a
Gaelic unit in Lochaber
threatened with closure are
being urged to write to the
Scottish Executive.

At a meeting in Inverness
today (Thursday) Highland
Council is due to make a de-
cision on whether or not to
close the Gaelic medium
unit at Lady Lovat Primary
School in Morar and move
it to Mallaig.

Comann nam Parant -
Rathad nan Eilean is urging
parents to write to MSP Pe-
ter Peacock, the minister for
education and young peo-

ple, as any decision the
council makes will have to
be ratified by the Scottish
Executive.

A newsletter released by
the group this month states:
‘We were assured at the re-
cent meeting in Mallaig
High School by Bruce
Robertson, director of edu-
cation for Highland Coun-
cil, that budgets would not
be taken into consideration
on the future of Lady Lovat,
but it is quite apparent our
local council is using this as
a scapegoat to put its case
forward.’

HIGHLAND Council has
announced its local public
holidays and school holidays
for the coming year.

Public holidays in the High-
lands will be February 13,
March 27, May 1, October 9,
November 27 and December
25 (Christmas Day). All dates
are Mondays.

Pupils across Highland re-
turned to school on Monday
(January 9).

Schools will break for
Easter on Friday, March 31
and return on Tuesday, April
18 before breaking for the
summer holidays on Friday,
June 30.

The first day back after the
summer break will be Tues-
day, August 15 with Monday
and Tuesday, 6 and 7 Novem-
ber, 2006 allocated as area
closures for Skye, Lochalsh
and Lochaber.

School will also be on holi-
day from Friday, October 6 to
Monday, October 23 for the
October break and closing
again on December 21 for the
Christmas break returning on
Monday, January 8, 2007.

TRAFFIC congestion re-
turned to Fort William this
week as resurfacing work re-
sumed on the A82 in the
town.

A spokesperson for BEAR
Scotland said the roadworks,
which began on Monday,
January 9 would continue for
the next three weeks.

The roadworks involve re-
surfacing and lighting works.

Motorists are asked to heed
advisory signs as well as ob-
serve temporary diversions
and speed limits.

Extra time for journeys
should also be allowed dur-
ing the period.

Waterfront plan slammed

Motorists

warned to

slow down

LOCHABER motorists
were being instructed to
slow down this week after
new speed restrictions on
the roads around Lochaber
High School came into ef-
fect.

From Monday part-time
20mph speed limits on the
Corpach Moss road (North-
ern Loop-Camaghael) were
introduced.

Northern Constabulary,
Highland Council, the
Crown Office and the
Procurator Fiscal Service
(Highlands and Islands)
have said ‘robust enforce-
ment action’ will be taken
to ensure the speed limits
are adhered to.

This includes both around
the high school and at the
various primary schools in
Lochaber.

The speed limit applies on
school days,  Monday to
Friday from 8.25am to
8.55am, 12.53pm to 1.50pm
and 3.35pm to 3.50pm.

Part-time speed restric-
tions are already in place at
Ardgour, Arisaig, Fort Wil-
liam RC, Inverlochy, Lady
Lovat and Lochaline pri-
mary schools.

Newsdesks:

01631 568000

01397 703003
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THE RURAL Housing Service has announced the ap-
pointment of a development worker to expand its work
with rural communities on the Argyll islands.

Clare Jones, who is based on Tiree, will fill the new role
which is designed to support the island communities of
Argyll by developing new housing solutions, help to in-
crease affordable housing opportunities, and to enable
community participation in housing and regeneration ini-
tiatives.

Rural Housing Service appoints new development officer to Tiree post

The Rural Housing Service, a charity which provides
support, information and advice to rural communities on
housing issues, has already worked with communities on
some of the Argyll islands, including Iona, Gigha, Tiree
and Colonsay, and has to helped develop the Argyll and
Bute Care and Repair Service.

Newly appointed Clare will carry out a variety of roles
such as undertaking housing needs surveys and feasibil-
ity studies, providing advice and information on housing

options including promoting Rural Home Ownership
Grants and Rural Empty Homes Grants, finding fund-
ing and land for community housing projects, and sup-
porting communities to work in partnership with hous-
ing agencies to achieve solutions to island housing
needs.

The post, which is part-time, is funded by a grant from
the Nationwide Foundation.

‘This appointment marks an important expansion of the

support the Rural Housing Service provides to rural com
-munities, doubling our development staff,’ said Raymond
Young, convener of the Rural Housing Service.

‘Affordable housing is a crucial issue for the communi-
ties on Mull, Tiree, Iona, Colonsay and the other Argyll
islands, and this post will help increase affordable hous-
ing in these communities.’

Clare Jones can be contacted at
clare@ruralhousingscotland.org or on 07748 184225.

DALMALLY-based charity
Scottish International Relief
(SIR) has now received
funding of almost £500,000
to help develop its highly
successful Mary’s Meals
programme in Malawi.

The Scottish Executive
has now stated it will sup-
port the charity with
£240,000 after initially de-
nying SIR funding last year.

Funding match
And millionaire entrepre-

neur and philanthropist Sir
Tom Farmer, who spoke out
against the original rejec-
tion, has announced that he
will match the executive’s
funding pledge which now
means SIR can provide
meals for an extra 20,000
African children.

The Mary’s Meals pro-
gramme already helps

Mary’s Meals’

feasts on funds

of £500,000
40,000 Malawian children
with their health and educa-
tion by providing a free
school meal every day.

Ruth Black from SIR was
delighted by the news of the
funding.

‘Sir Tom Farmer is some-
body that we have known
for sometime and has al-
ways been supportive,’ she
said. ‘He had told us he
would offer us some fund-
ing, but he waited to see
how much the Scottish Ex-
ecutive was prepared to
fund. We were absolutely
delighted when he matched
the executive’s amount, and
we are extremely grateful to
both Sir Tom and the execu-
tive.’

The first instalment from
the Scottish Executive is al-
ready being put to use in the

region of Malawi where the
Mary’s Meal programme is
already well established.

Mrs Black said that the
money would allow SIR to
build on their work and,
along with the experience
gained over the last three
years, hopefully allow
Mary’s Meal to be ex-
panded to southern Malawi.

‘We’ve seen the results of
Mary’s Meals in terms of
increased school enrolment,
especially for girls,’ said the
charity worker.

‘There are less absences
because children are
healthier and can come to
school.

‘We recently had a lovely
report from a school where
some of the children have
gained secondary school
places. This was a first for

that school, and the head-
master is sure it is because
of the effect of Mary’s
Meals.’

Last summer, First Minis-
ter Jack McConnell praised
the scheme after he visited
Malawi and saw SIR’s work
first hand, and has used SIR
as an example of the posi-
tive impact of Scots aid
work. But in October of
2005 SIR was denied
money from the Scottish
Executive’s £3 million In-
ternational Development
Fund to expand Mary’s
Meals.

In October a spokesperson
for the First Minister stated
that as far as Jack
McConnell was concerned
it was not a question of ‘if’
SIR would receive funding,
but a question of ‘when’.

A TROUPE of morris danc-
ers from Essex are just one
of the reasons behind an
Argyll fiddlers’ group’s suc-
cess in the Trad Music
Awards.

In a result on a par with
David felling Goliath, the
Lochgoilhead Fiddle Work-
shop won the Community
Project of the Year Award in
Edinburgh in December.

Unexpected because
Lochgoilhead, which only
has a population of around
250 people, was up against
stiff competition in the
shape of the Glasgow Fid-
dle Workshop, the Inver-
ness Traditional Music
Project and Celtic Connec-
tions.

Three years ago
The Lochgoilhead Fiddle

Workshop was only set up
three years ago through
Linda Morpurgo, who was
convener of the Glasgow
Fiddle Workshop before
moving to the area.

Now, not only are 80 Ar-
gyll primary school pupils
taught the fiddle each week

Trad Music awards host Mary Ann Kennedy watches on as Mark and Linbda Morpurgo collect the
workshop’s award at Edinburgh’s Queen’s Hall.

Lochgoilhead recruits morris

dancers to take on Goliath
but the workshop puts on
concerts up down the west
coast all year featuring top
musicians from all over the
UK and North America.

Workshop committee
member Mark Morpurgo
told The Oban Times that
the award success came as
a big surprise given the
sheer number of people who
could have voted for the
other nominees.

 Mark said an amazing
amount of support from
Lochgoilhead and its sur-
rounding areas, including a
group of Essex morris danc-
ers, who performed at a
concert last year and on-line
voting from people in
America and New Zealand,
had upset the odds.

He said: ‘I had one old
gent who came up to me in
Lochgoilhead before the
awards, who had never been
to any of our concerts or
workshops and didn’t like
traditional music but said he
was voting for us because
he wanted us to win for the
village.  In a sense that is as

big  an achievement as any-
thing.

‘Around 200 votes came
from Essex after we had
some morris dancers up ear-
lier this year.  They must
have gone into their local
pub and badgered people to
vote for us.’  Given the sup-
port the workshop attracted
Mark said the more the
committee had thought
about it, the more it made
sense that they ended up
winning.

Proud
He said: ‘When we started

out there were a few doubt-
ing Thomases’ who said no-
body was going to be inter-
ested in a small village.  But
we have had 60 to 70 per
cent of the village in some
way involved through at-
tending workshops or going
to concerts.  That is some-
thing I have been very
proud of.

‘One lady said to me that
her son had been sitting
watching television two or
three hours each night but
now he spends his time

playing the fiddle.  To me
that’s what this workshop is
all about.’

The workshop held its
first concert in
Lochgoilhead Village Hall
in November 2002 and
there was an air of trepida-
tion after only nine tickets
had been sold by 6pm but
90 people eventually turned
up and everything has
snowballed from then.

Mark said his perceptions
of traditional music had
been seeing the likes of
Harry Lauder and Andy
Stewart perform on televi-
sion at Hogmanay but he
didn’t like either of them.
‘Then I moved here and I
found it was a really excit-
ing and vibrant scene,’ he
said. ‘We don’t do exams
and are not trying to see
people become grade five
fiddlers.  We are against
forcing children to play
musical instruments.  There
is an 80-year-old with us
who has just started to play
the fiddle now after being
forced to play in school.’

The workshop raises
money to teach 15 classes a
week in six venues and or-
ganises professional con-
certs featuring up-and-com-
ing traditional musicians in
the area.  Free ‘Come and
Try Fiddle’ sessions have
been held in Lochgilphead
and Inveraray primary
schools and the group
teamed up with Mid Argyll
Arts Association to put on
subsidised traditional music
concerts in Adrishaig.

Tuition
Through the Youth Music

Initiative, Argyll and Bute
Council sub-contract fiddle
tuition in Strachur,
Tighnabruaich, Glendaruel
and Loch Goil schools to
the workshop.

The workshop is
particulary keen to foster
links with other community
groups in Argyll in order to
attract more musicians to
the area.  Mark said: ‘Most
traditional musicians are
keen to tour but often the
costs of travel and accom-
modation put them off.
What we try to do is put on
mini-local tours which are
to everyone’s benefit.’  A
tour last year took in Islay,
Mull, Skye, Plockton and
Cairndow and Donald
Black, Malcolm Jones,
Jamie Laval and the Emily
Smith Band are just some of
the artistes who have ap-
peared at workshop con-
certs.

More than 1,000 children
in schools up and down the
west coast have had a taster
of traditional music through
the workshop and Mark
Morpurgo says seeing
youngsters take to the stage
is what Lochgoilhead Fid-
dle Workshop is all about.
‘The very first time they get
on stage that brings a real
lump to my throat,’ he said.

Lochgoilhead Fiddle Workshop tutors Amy Geddes and Anna Wendy
Stevenson play at the awards celebration concert at the village hall after with

James Ross and Simon  Bradley.

Good

progress

for

Kilchattan

Primary

A PRIMARY school on the
Isle of Colonsay has been re-
ported as making good
progress towards meeting the
main points for action con-
tained in the HMIE inspec-
tion report of October 2003?

A follow-up inspection by
Argyll and Bute education
authority found that
Kilchattan Primary School
has made good progress in
increasing the pace of learn-
ing and level of challenge
in some lessons, and in
working with the education
authority to review the sup-
port provided to the school
for learning support and
staff development.

It was also discovered that
the head teacher had also
made very good progress in
developing more systematic
arrangements for setting and
reviewing targets for each
pupil’s progress over time,
while the school had imple-
mented a revised programme
for technology to improve
standards of attainment.

Argyll and Bute spokes-
person on education Coun-
cillor Dick Walsh said:
‘This report clearly shows
the level of commitment of
staff, pupils and parents to
improving the learning en-
vironment at Kilchattan Pri-
mary School.’

A KNOCK on the door dis-
turbs your tea, but you are
not annoyed as the pleasant
man at the door tells you
that he is pre-authorised to
advance you £50,000 that
you are free to spend on
anything your heart desires,
starting right now!

Just imagine how much
enjoyment you could have
from £50,000! Tempting
though this very kind offer
is, few of us would jump to
accept it without finding out
just a little bit more about
it. It would be useful for in-

I love it, I love it not

stance to enquire about the
repayments, because ‘only’
£4,999  a month for 10 years
suddenly makes the whole
offer seem much less kind
and rather less attractive.

Yet many people get
themselves into all sorts of
trouble by using a decision
making strategy just like
the: ‘How much fun could
I have with £50,000? I’ll
take it!’

Suppose you are striving
to achieve or maintain an
appropriate body composi-
tion but there you are face
to face with an extra large
slice of your favourite ga-
teaux. If the limit of your
deciding strategy is to im-
agine how it would taste
and feel then make your

decision. Guess what you
are going to do!

Let’s add another step to
this strategy to see if we can
help you make a more in-
formed and balanced deci-
sion. This time see the ga-
teaux, or temptation of your
choice, imagine how it
would taste and feel, then
imagine how you would
feel in half an hour. If the
answer is ‘racked with guilt’
or ‘bloated and nauseous’
then maybe your decision
will be less of a foregone
conclusion.

Decisions that are driven
purely by the attraction of
instant gratification are al-
ways high risk; decision
making that includes a con-
sideration of the longer term

consequences at least give
you a fighting chance of ex-
ercising some wisdom.

What constitutes ‘long
term’ depends on the situa-
tion, half an hour might be
about right with the gateaux
but a month for the first pay-
ment to be due would be only
the start of the negative con-
sequences of the £50,000.

Similarly what constitutes
‘instant gratification’ will
also vary. It could be the
instant pleasure of the ga-
teaux or it could be short
term relief from unpleasant-
ness. An alcoholic who is
going through the drying
out process is not usually
having a lot of fun and they
know that they only have to
have a drink and the un-

pleasantness will go away -
for a while.

If after considering the
short and the long of it, the
costs outweigh the benefits,
you can choose not to do
whatever it is. Conversely
if the benefits outweigh the
costs, the case in all genu-
inely healthy choices, then
jump in with both feet.

If after reading all this you
would still jump at the
£50,000 advance, you could
be in luck. For today only, I
am in a position to offer you
an unrepeatable ‘snip of a
price’ deal, you could be the
proud owner of the fourth
road bridge.
Andrew Pallas ND DO MRN
Osteopath & Naturopath
Oban Complementary Health
Centre Tel: 01631 567054

Taynuilt Primary School held its annual Christmas concert which featured a
super performance by primaries one to three of the nativity The Little Red

Robin. Also starring were the pupils in primaries four to seven who presented
a melody of Christmas songs from around the world and showed off their

instrumental skills.

The Little Red Robin

comes to Taynuilt Primary

2 pairs of: Single vision glasses from £75; Designer single vision glasses from £125; Bifocal glasses from £110 Standard or £120
Premium; Varifocal glasses from £134 Standard, £154 Premium or £184 Elite. Get the frame styles that suit you in the latest 2 for 1 offer
from Specsavers. Both pairs must be chosen from the same £75, £85, £99, or designer £125 range. The price includes standard PENTAX single vision lenses at
no extra cost. If you pay for PENTAX bifocal lenses (Standard/Premium) or PENTAX varifocal lenses (Standard/Premium/Elite) in your first pair, we’ll give you the
same lenses in your free pair at no extra cost. Extra lens options are not included in this offer but can be added for an additional charge – see our Clear Price leaflets.

70 George Street, Oban. Tel: 01631 567 770

Both pairs to same prescription. Exclusions apply. Excludes rimless glasses. Cannot be used with any other offer. Offer ends 25th March 2006.
SKU 24811439, SKU 24684668. ©1997-2006 Specsavers Optical Group Limited. All rights reserved.

www.specsavers.co.uk

FREE eye test when you buy a complete set of glasses
As you may have heard, the Scottish Executive has recently announced that everyone living in Scotland will soon be

entitled to a free sight test under the NHS. But why wait when you can have a free full eye examination at Specsavers
now? When you buy a complete pair of glasses we will refund you the cost of your Specsavers eye test. Free eye tests

are available until 31st March 2006. (Offer does not apply to customers already entitled to a free NHS sight test.)
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GET YOUR EVENT LISTED

CONTACT 01631 568000

TO BE INCLUDED IN

The Oban Times

WHAT'S ON GUIDE

CONTACT - 01631 568000

Charity Sunday

Lunch

In aid of

Alzheimer Scotland Action on Dementia

Oban & Lorn Branch

At Light of India

Stevenson Street, Oban

On 15th January 2006, 12-2pm

Movie Listings from
Friday 13th January 2006

THE PRODUCERS
12A Certificate - 134

Minutes
OBAN HIGHLAND

THEATRE
7.30 Daily  (Except

Sunday) from Friday
2.00 Saturday and Sunday

Matinees
Mel Brooks record-breaking
musical success THE PRO-
DUCERS, stars Natham
Lane, Matthew Broderick,
Uma Thurman and Will
Ferrell.  Revolving around a
'has-been' theatrical pro-
ducer, and a scheming ac-
countant, our mismatch cou-
ple plan a get-rich-quick
scheme to embezzle a for-
tune - by producing a sure-
fire Broadway musical flop!

To achieve their objective,
they discovered the ultimate
bad play, which turned out
to be "Springtime for Hit-
ler", which looked likely to
be the ultimate stage disas-
ter of all time.  Their schem-
ing came to naught however
when the production was
hailed by critics as a great
toast-of the -town hit!

Uma Thurman stars as
Ulla, a Swedish secretary
and would-be showgirl
whilst, in the role of Franz
Liebkind(the neo-Nazi play-
wright), Will Ferrell proves
his outstanding spot-on
comedy talents.  Directed by
Susan Stroman(Tony Award
winner of the original
Broadway Production) this
is a big screen comedy mu-
sical that must not be
missed.

MARCH OF THE
PENGUINS

U Certificate - 80 Minutes
OBAN HIGHLAND

THEATRE
6.30 Daily (except Sunday)

from Friday
1.00 Saturday and Sunday

Matinees
MARCH OF THE PEN-
GUINS was the surprise
screen success of 2005 in
North America.  Taking a
massive $80-million at the
box office, it also helped
make Antarctica the latest
world tourist destination!  In
this outstanding movie, di-
rected by Luc Jacquet, we
experience the adventures of
thousands of emperor pen-
guins, trekking hundreds of
miles across an unforgiving
ice cap, facing predators
starvation and exposure on
the journey.  MARCH OF
THE PENGUINS is a story
of triumph and adversity,
oustandingly and beautifully
filmed, with a soaring mu-
sical score and an excellent

The full Moon backdrop suggests that however

much you are driven towards big targets and goals,

you can’t really take your eye what or who provides

the basic platform for you to achieve these. A crisis

could blow-up at home for example, if loved ones

feel you are too preoccupied with your own needs.

Also it’s important to get rest. Find new and posi-

tive pursuits to help unwind. For more, please call

me..

You are likely to have shown a real zest for opening

up your world to wider horizons. Yet someone may

wish that you were continuing to embrace the sta-

tus quo. With the move of the Sun this week, they

may mount a challenge, not perhaps because they

don’t want you to revitalise your world, but more

because of how it can affect them. Are you ready for

this? Can you reach agreement? For more, please

call me..

January can be a tough month financially and there

could be one bill or renewal that drops unexpect-

edly through the letterbox which requires a reac-

tion, just when you could have done without it. But,

the closeness of Venus and Mercury suggests you

can produce some ingenious solutions from your

magicians top hat. The Sun will also help to re-

charge your batteries. For more, please call me..

Some important conversations are in the works. If

you are single, the chances are that a mysterious

newcomer could soon be entering your orbit. At-

tached? It may be time for a heart to heart. Greater

clarity can come from this, but you can’t expect

everything on your terms, but nor be too obliging.

It won’t help a tie to thrive long term. Mutual re-

spect should be your aim. For more, please call

me..

There may be those dreary everyday tasks to at-

tend to but a “can do” attitude on your part, can

enthuse those you interface with. And yet if there

has been a niggling health complaint weighing you

down, this would be an excellent week to seek out

some positive solutions. A healing massage or re-

flexology session can help soothe. Yet not a week

to be too open, watch peoples sincerity. For more,

please call me..

You could be more cheerful than most in what can

be a bleak part of the year. Involving yourself in in-

terest hobbies or pursuits which wile away the win-

ter nights can also be positive for you. If you com-

bine your attention for detail with your flair, better

still. Yet you may need to get in touch with some-

one, perhaps a friend, who has drifted off the radar

somewhat. For more, please call me..

Beautifying your home, or even playing host can

continue to brightly feature. And yet a worldly con-

cern may need careful stewardship. A change at

work for example, could rock your emotional foun-

dations. Yet by the end of the week there will be a

change of emphasis, one that will see you feeling

more outgoing and gregarious for some while. Fara-

way places can take on more appeal too. For more,

please call me..

You could show a remarkable ability to get your

ahead around all sorts of mental challenges. Ideal

for tackling that latest software, or up-grading your

PC. Then again if puzzles and quizzes are your thing,

you can shine with these. This can also help you to

get to grips with important documentation, but don’t

be tempted to take short cuts. This could cost time

and money. For more, please call me..

However much you know it is logical to try and

pull in your reins as far as expenditure is con-

cerned, those sales can continue to be highly

tempting. Rashness in this regard, could how-

ever cause pain in the longer term. By the end of

the week, more cerebral interests and activities

can start to absorb you and how so. The pace of

life can really heat up and the excitement can

mount. For more, please call me..

You continue to bring a real panache to bear as

you display dazzling individualistic form. However,

those who are more used to you toeing the party

line, may be finding it hard to handle your new

found confidence. A clash is possible for precisely

this reason. Yet if you have become a little bit

caught-up in your plans, this would be an ideal

juncture to reach out and reconnect. For more,

please call me..

The Sun passes into your sign, Aquarius this week

and this really is a moment to savour. Not only will

you start to feel less apart from others, your vitality

can improve. Yet there could be something going on

quietly in the background which is set to give you

the greatest cause for celebration. This could relate

to a discreet attraction to someone new. It could soon

become much more. For more, please call me..

One friendships continues to go from strength to

strength and can be having a major impact on your

future plans. But managing your time is going to be

important this week and there could be other asso-

ciations that need some TLC to stop a sense of drift

creeping in. If you have an interest in alternative

medicine, traditional religion or spirituality, these can

grow in appeal. For more, please call me..

Morgan Freeman of ritual
and romance, that will be re-
called years after all the ma-
jor movie blockbusters are
long forgotten.

JUST FRIENDS
UK Premiere -12A

Certificate - 94 Minutes
HIGHLAND THEATRE

OBAN
  FORT WILLIAM
STUDIO CINEMA

8.15 Daily(except Sunday)
from Friday   7.45(Except

Sunday) from Friday
2.45 Saturday and Sunday
Matinees       2.45 Saturday

and Sunday Matinees

JUST FRIENDS stars
RYAN REYNOLDS as a
Los Angeles music execu-
tive, stranded in his New
Jersey home town due to bad
weather.  He is also trying
to sign up a  singer on a con-
tact.  Co-star ANNA FARIS
in fine form in this super ro-
mantic comedy, providing
an outstanding and well
over-the-top performance as
the pampered, sex mad diva.

ANNA FARIS will be re-
membered for her part in
'Scary Movie' and we also
have AMY SMART('Road
Trip') and CHRIS KLEIN
('American Pie'), all under
the capable direction of
RODGER KIMBLE ('Cruel
Intentions')

KING KONG
12A Certificate - 187

Minutes
(Under- 12s admitted when
accompanied by an adult

aged 18 or over)
FORT WILLIAM

 STUDIO CINEMA
7.30 Daily(Except Sunday)

From Friday
2.30 Matinees on Saturday

and Sunday
Director PETER JACK-
SON(who gave us 'Lord of
the Rings') brings a sweep-
ing cinematic vision of
KING KONG to the large
screen, with his dramatic
story of the gigantic ape-
monster.  We follow the ad-
ventures of a group of ex-
plorers and documentary
film makers who travel to
the strange Skull Island, to
investigate the island's leg-
ends.

After they land, they dis-
cover KING KONG living
in a massive jungle where
prehistoric creatures have
been protected and hidden
for millions of years.
KONG proves to be wild
and beyond control and only
one solitary woman(Naomi
Watts) manages to hold his
attention long enough for
him to be subdued by the
explorers.  Co-starring Jack
Black and Adrien Brody, the
escapades of the 25 feet tall
apelike monster proves to be
compelling viewing, from
the wilds of Skull Island
across seas to New York,
where the mightiest of
shackles are used to hold
him in capacity.

N.B. Children under the
age of twelve are only ad-
mitted when accompanied
by an adult aged eighteen or
over because of the fright-
ening elements, moderate
violence and the frequent
peril portrayed in this
mightiest movie adventure
of all time.

OBAN ART SOCIETY
Demonstration

 in Gouache
By Gillian Goodheir

Glencruitten
Church Hall

(Main Hall) Oban
Friday 13th January

at 7.30pm
Visitors Welcome

Cearcall Còmhraidh

Conversation Circle

Diluain 23mh den Fhaoilleach-7f

Monday 23
rd

 January - 7pm

Taigh-Òsta Lancaster-An t-Òban

Lancaster Hotel - Oban

Bidh tì is cofaidh ann le bar

faisg air làimh

Tea and coffee provided

 with bar facility

Cothrom airson Gàidhlig a

bhruidhinn ann an

 suidheachadh mì-fhoirmeil

An opportunity to speak

Gàidhlig in an  Informal

situation

Fosgailte dhan a h-uile duine-

Fileantaich agus

 Luchd-ionnsachaidh

Open to everyone-native,fluent

speakers and learners

Airson barrachd fiosrachaidh

cuiribh fios gu

For more information contact

Joy Dunlop 01631 565475

joy@ancomunn.co.uk

Tha fàilte bhlàth romhaibh uile!

R.S.S.P.C.C.

COFFEE
MORNING
Regent Hotel

Oban
Saturday 14th

January
10.30 - 12 noon

Nether Lorn Piping Society
January

 Piping Recital
featuring

Finlay Johnston
and Gavin Stewart

supported by
young local pipers

Argyllshire Gathering Halls
Wed, Jan 18th at 7.30pm

Adm. adults:£3 child:free.
Proceeds to the development of piping in Oban

Comunn Gaidhealach an Obain
Tattie ‘n’ Herring

Featuring Paul MacCallum, Fiona MacKenzie
and Anne Marie MacLean

Saturday, 14th January 2006
7.30pm - £6

McTavish’s Kitchen
Tickets available from

Esplanade Post Office

Thursday 12th and Friday 13th January
Ballet West presents Romeo & Juliet, Corran Halls, Oban,
at 7.30pm
Sunday 15th January
Charity Lunch In aid of Alzheimer Scotland action on
Dementia, Oban and Lorn Branch, Light of India, Oban
12:00 - 2:00pm
Wednesday 18th January
Comedian Lee Mack, Mull Little Theatre, 8pm
Host of BBC1’s ‘They Think its all over’
Thursday 19th January
Sunart Centre, Comedian Lee Mack, Host of BBC1's 'They
Think its All Over'
Tai Chi Evening Classes' 6 to 7.30pm Church of Scotland
Centre, Glencruitten Road
Susanne Lin Jensen 01852 500 547
Friday 20th January
Tai Chi Daytime Classes' 1.00pm to 2.30pm, Church of
Scotland Centre, Glencruitten Road
Susanne Lin Jensen 01852 500 547
Oban FM Burns Supper in the Argyllshire Gathering Hall
7.00 for 7.30pm
Saturday 28th January
Ladies night ‘ Flashdancers’ Doors open 7:30 pm
Tickets £10 at the Argyllshire Gathering Halls
Rotary Club Grand Auction 10:30am,  Oban Livestock
Centre
Wednesday 15th and Thursday 16th February
Forteith West Highlands and Islands Trade Show, Corran
Halls, Oban

Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £11.85

(plus VAT)
This section is available

to charitable
organisations

 with a charity number.
All AGM’s will be placed

on the Public Notice
Page Please ask for

To advertise
in the

WHAT’S ON
COMMUNITY

NOTICE
 BOARD
Telephone:

01631
568000

Friday 27th January Helensburgh & District Highland
Association. HIGHLAND BALL DINNER with Marianne
Anderson in The 'Osprey Suite' of the Helensburgh
Commodore Vintage Inn, 7pm.
Contact John Wilson 01389 841208
Friday 24th February Helensburgh & District Highland
Association. CABARET with Piper Bruce Shearlaw, Band
Billy Anderson and Margaret MacLeod in The 'Osprey Suite'
of the Helensburgh Commodore Vintage Inn, 8pm.
Contact John Wilson 01389 841208
Friday 31st March at 8.00 pm. Helensburgh and District
Highland Association DANCE. Band ~ Ian MacCallum
Contact John Wilson Tel 01389841208
Friday 28th April at 8.00 pm. Helensburgh and District
Highland Association CEILIDH/DANCE: Piper~ Bruce
Shearlaw Singers ~ Mary C McNeil Sheona Rostant &
Duncan McDonald Violin~ Cameron Bone Chair Person ~ to
be advised Band ~ Hector McFadyen
Contact John Wilson Tel 01389841208
Friday 26th May AGM at 7.00pm Helensburgh and District
Highland Association DANCE at 8.00pm. Band ~Willie
Paterson. Contact John Wilson Tel 01389841208
Friday 30th June at 8.00pm Helensburgh and District
Highland Association DANCE: Band ~ Donnie & Diane
Contact John Wilson Tel 01389841208
Tuesday 7th February Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands Hospital        
Tuesday 7th March Oban Maternity User Group meeting,
Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands Hospital
Tuesday 4th April Oban Maternity User Group meeting,
Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands Hospital
Tuesdaay 9th May Oban Maternity User Group meeting,
Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands Hospital              
Tuesday 6th June Oban Maternity User Group meeting,
Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands Hospital               
Tuesday 4th July Oban Maternity User Group meeting, Day
Centre in the Lorn and Islands Hospital               
Tuesday 8th August Oban Maternity User Group meeting,
Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands Hospital  
Tuesday 5th September Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands Hospital     
Tuesday 10th October Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands Hospital
Tuesday 7th November Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands Hospital    
Tuesday 5th December Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands Hospital

CRAIGNISH Village Hall
has had nothing but praise
since it opened in Novem-
ber and even been given an
award. Now everyone can
see what makes it so spe-
cial.

The hall committee has
decided to hold a open day
on Sunday January 15 from
11am to 2.30pm.

The National Lottery
awarded the hall at blue
plaque, given to projects it

Craignish throws its doors open
has helped to fund which
have proved to make an im-
portant additional to the
quality of life.

In addition to great sup-
port from the local com-
munity the hall, which was
designed by architect Tom
McCardel and built by L
and A Mackay, attracted fi-
nancing from the Big Lot-
tery Fund, the European
Regional Development
Fund, The Scottish Arts

Council,  Argyll and Bute
Council, Argyll and the
Islands Enterprise the
Scottish Executive and
ALIengergy - along with
numerous individuals, pri-
vate trusts and founda-
tions.

Largely thanks to all these
donors, the building now
has underfloor heating pow-
ered by a ground source
heat pump, superb stage
sound and lighting systems

with a fully-equipped com-
puter room. All groups us-
ing the hall on a regular ba-
sis have been invited to take
part in the open day so that
people can see just how
much the hall can now of-
fer.

To date those joining in
include Argyll college,
Craignish Parent and Tod-
dlers, Iascene Players, tai
chi and yoga groups.

They will all have some-

one on hand to talk about
their organisations and an-
swer questions.

The hall itself will also
have a stand where people
can find out a bit more
about how the funding for
the new hall was achieved
and the hall built.

There will also be details
of all the events planned for
the hall for 2006.

Soup and sandwiches will
be served.

Crarae Gardens played host to a Christmas tree festival during the festive period when  nearly 250 people went along
to the National Trust for Scotland gardens. Primary schools and organisations in the area were each given a tree to
decorate  and these were on show for visitors to vote to pick the best.  Those taking part included Inveraray Cubs,

Furness Brownies, Minard Guides, Lochgilphead Guides and the primary schools at Furness, Minard, and Inveraray.
Minard Primary School pupils won with their tree, which featured decorations all made out of recycled items. Tooshi

Ingleby, of Friends of Crarae, and Fiona Sinclair, visitor centre manager for Crarae, are seen here with the trees. a51tre01

pianoMan visit for

Oban High School

OBAN High pupils will
have the chance to learn
how to really tickle the
ivories with the help of a
world-class concert pian-
ist, as well as listening to
just what the pianoMan’s
fingers can do in a special
music recital.

Well-known piano in-
structor and performer Ri-
chard Meyrick will hold
informal workshops and
masterclasses for promis-
ing young pianists from
Oban high and other Ar-

gyll and Bute schools
when he comes to the town
at the end of this month to
give them an introduction
to classical music.

Richard’s visit will cul-
minate with a concert in
the evening which will be
held in Oban High
School’s Assembly Hall.

The internationally ac-
claimed pianist is visiting
Oban as part of the
pianoMan project which
involves Richard visiting
over 70 carefully selected

schools and colleges
throughout the UK.

The pianoMan project is
funded by Man Group plc,
the global provider of al-
ternative investment prod-
ucts and agency broker-
age.

Richard Meyrick will at-
tend Oban High School on
Tuesday January 24.

The evening concert
starts at 7pm and the pro-
ceeds of the classical re-
cital will  go to Oban
high’s music department.

MOTHERS, fathers and grandparents in Oban are being
given the opportunity to improve on their parenting skills,
by being offered a course which will teach them new tech-
niques, and make family life easier.

Charitable organisation Parent Network Scotland, are
making this course called ‘Parenting Matters’ available
to everyone for eight Wednesday evenings from January
18.

Course themes will include dealing with conflicts, feel-
ings and problems, listening skills, setting behaviour limits
and stress reduction for parents.

The sessions take place in a relaxed atmosphere, and
parents will have the opportunity to practice some differ-
ent ways of communicating with their children.

Anybody interested in taking part in this opportunity
are advised to book early, because places are limited.

Anyone interested should contact Janet Gibson on 01631
563832.

Parenting course aims

for an easier family life

7.30 DAILY from FRIDAY (Excluding Sunday)

2.00 SATURDAY and SUNDAY MATINEES

RECORD-BREAKING MUSICAL SUCCESS

THE PRODUCERS 12A

6.30 DAILY from FRIDAY (Excluding Sunday)

1.00 SATURDAY and SUNDAY MATINEES

DRAMA AND JOY ON AN EPIC JOURNEY

MARCH OF THE PENGUINS U

8.15 DAILY from FRIDAY (Excluding Sunday)

2.45 SATURDAY and SUNDAY MATINEES

NEW ROMANTIC COMEDY PREMIERE

JUST FRIENDS 12A

7.30 DAILY from FRIDAY (Excluding Sunday)

2.30 SATURDAY and SUNDAY MATINEES

THE MIGHTIEST MOVIE OF THEM ALL

KING KONG 12A

7.45 DAILY from FRIDAY (Excluding Sunday)

2.45 SATURDAY and SUNDAY MATINEES

NEW ROMANTIC COMEDY PREMIERE

JUST FRIENDS 12A
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It 's time again to

ponder the wonder

of another year gone

by and to prepare for

a fresh start of a New

Year.  What better time

than now revamp

your life with a few

New Year resolutions

to shape you up.

 It's hard not to get

the resolution urge

on New Year's Eve.

There's that sense of

renewal, of rebirth,

and the guilty

awarness that you

ate your own weight

in chocolate during

the holidays.  Sure,

last years resolution

didn't make it past

the fifth of January,

but hey, this year's

going to be different,

right?  Along with a lit-

tle help from the

companies on this

page you can pick a

resolution that you

can accomplish.

Give up that smok-

ing habit, stop drink-

ing, lose weight, ex-

ercise more, get

healthier, get out of

debit, save money,

get a job, improve

your career, get more

education, find

somebody to love,

organise yourself, vol-

unteer to help other

people, read more,

laugh more!  Surprise

yourself and suc-

ceed in your new

goal for 2006.

Get RGet RGet RGet RGet Ready and commit to your new year resolution 2006!eady and commit to your new year resolution 2006!eady and commit to your new year resolution 2006!eady and commit to your new year resolution 2006!eady and commit to your new year resolution 2006!

Careers Scotland offer you the chance not

just to get a new job, but to make a new

career for yourself, which could turn your life

around and change your future for the better.

Susanne Lin Jenson offers Tai Chi classes in

the day and evening at Glencruitten

Church Centre and is suitable for all ages

and enables you to develop a healthy

body as well as an alert mind.

Christie School of Motoring will help even

the most nervous learner

Evening Classes

Thursday

19 January

6-7.30 p.m.
Daytime Classes

Friday 20 January

1-2.30 p.m.

E-mail: susannelinjensen@hotmail.com

www.susannelinjensen.co.uk

£65 – Term of 10 Weeks£65 – Term of 10 Weeks

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND CENTRE

Glencruitten Road, Oban

Tel: 01852 500547

Feel in Fabulous shape all over!

Now available at The Ark Hairdressing,

15 Airds Crescent, Oban

01631 566998.

Contours and Revitalies

Makes your skin softer,  lighter and firmer

Stimulates the body's natural cleansing processes,

goes on tightening and cleansing for days after.

Leaves you fresh and rejuvenated.

NEW YEAR   NEW  YOU

Enjoy a delicious 6 course meal for your traditional Burns Supper
with Special Guest Speakers including:

Oban Born Highland & Island MSP Maureen MacMillan - The Land we Live In
Jamie McGrigor MSP - Immortal Memory    John Farquar Munro MSP - Toast to the Lassies

Dr Mac Armstrong - Reply to to the Land we Live In
Chief Inspector Ciorstan Shearer - Reply to Toast to the Lassies

Chairman Neil Horne plus talented entertainers
Tickets Now Available: £25.00 from Oban FM Radio

132 George Street, Oban ( behind Hydro Board Shop)   Tel: 01631 570057

THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING

EARNESTEARNESTEARNESTEARNESTEARNEST

AAAAA rrrrrg y lg y lg y lg y lg y l l  Yl  Yl  Yl  Yl  Yo u t h  T h e a t r eo u t h  T h e a t r eo u t h  T h e a t r eo u t h  T h e a t r eo u t h  T h e a t r e
present

a trivial comedy

for serious people

by Oscar Wilde

A pre-play entertainment

of a selection from

The Mikado and the

Pirates of Penzance

by Mr W.S. Gilbert

and Sir Arthur Sullivan

OBAN FM, moves to a new venue for its annual com-
memoration of Scotland’s National Bard this year when
it takes over the refurbished Argyllshire Gathering Halls
a week tomorrow (Friday).

Under the chairmanship of Neil Horne, the top table,
includes two well known ladies as this is a Burns’ cel-
ebration open to all. The ‘Land We Live In’ is to be pro-
posed by Oban-born MSP: Maureen MacMillan, a La-
bour List MSP for the Highlands and Islands while Tory
List MSP: Jamie McGrigor, his party’s spokesman on
Culture, honours Burns’ ‘Immortal Memory’ and John
Farquhar Munro, a Lib-Dem MSP for the Highlands and
Islands, pays tribute to ‘The Lassies’. The replies will be
given Chief Inspector Ciorstan Shearer and Dr Mac
Armstrong.

Add a fabulous six-course meal and an array of talented
entertainers for a real top quality night.

Tickets at £25 are available from Oban Fm at 01631
570057.

Oban FM celebrates

Burns’ birthday

with style

BALLET West’s latest pro-
duction will see the UK de-
but from an American bal-
let dancer and a perform-
ance from a Russian ballet
dancer who learned his
steps for the show in only
four days.

Romeo and Juliet, which
is based on William Shake-
speare’s classic play, will
star Todd Fox, from the
Florida Keyes, as
Benvolio, and Oleg
Kojanov, from Moscow, as
Paris.

With the production re-
quiring a lot of male parts,
both dancers were care-
fully selected by artistic
adviser Ken Burke to join
dancers from Ballet West.

‘Both Todd and Oleg are
very talented dancers and
were known to me - they
came very highly recom-
mended,’ said Ken. ‘I
thought they would bring a
different dimension to the

American and Russian twist to Ballet

West’s Romeo and Juliet

Oleg Kojanov (left) and Todd Fox practice with swords for the Ballet West’s production of
Romeo and Juliet. Also pictured are David Horn and Jonathon Barton of Ballet West. t02bal01

performance.’
For Todd, the two-month

tour with Ballet West will
mark his first performances
in UK in his 16-year pro-
fessional ballet career.

For the last six years,
Todd has ran two busi-
nesses back in the States -
a management company
for guest ballet dancers and
an internet-based broad-
casting agency for dance
companies all over the
world - and takes on short-
term dancing contract with
ballet companies during his
holidays.

The American dancer has
performed all over the
world, including dancing in
a show for former US
president Bill Clinton.

‘Years ago, when Bill
Clinton was in office and
on a campaign to preserve
historical landmarks, I per-
formed for him in a theatre
in Massachusetts,’ said

Todd.
‘Although it was an hon-

our to help preserve a na-
tional landmark, the whole
event wasn’t as great as it
sounds - we were stripped
of our social security num-
bers and background
checks were run on us, and
we weren’t allowed to
leave a designated area for
eight hours until it was
time to perform!’

On arrival in Scotland,
Todd was more than im-
pressed with the Ballet
West.

‘There’s a disciplined
structure within the school
and everything runs
smoothly, which I appreci-
ate,’ he said.

‘Ken is very professional

and Gillian Barton is just a
fantastic person. There is
more of a family atmos-
phere here than I’ve expe-
rienced in other ballet com-
panies.’

Oleg arrived in Scotland
on Monday (January 9) -
four days before the open-
ing night of Romeo and
Juliet.

But the fact that he has so
little time until the per-
formance does not daunt
the ballet dancer, who has
been training since he was
nine and spent eight years
studying at the prestigious
Stanslovkoski Ballet
School in Moscow.

Oleg has previously per-
formed in Perth and other
parts of the UK with Ballet

Rosse Company from
Swansea. Oleg is also fa-
miliar with Romeo and
Juliet, having previously
played the parts of Paris,
Mercutio and Romeo in
performances in his home
of Russia.

Although having per-
formed in Scotland before,
Oleg finds Ballet West dif-
ferent to the other ballet
companies he has per-
formed with.

‘Ballet West has students,
and acts as a company -
there are a lot of young
people,’ he said.

‘Most ballet companies I
have worked with are not
mixed with a school.’

After the Romeo and
Juliet tour, Todd will spend

nine weeks in Sydney, Aus-
tralia performing in Warner
Brothers’ ballet production
of Casablanca, followed by
two weeks in the ballet La
Bayadre in Peru at the end
of the summer. Oleg plans
rejoin Ballet Rosse, continue
performing, and teach ballet.

A third guest dancer, Rus-
sian Mischa Botting, will
also be appearing in the Bal-
let West show. He was due
to arrive in Oban yesterday
(Wednesday), and join Todd,
Oleg and the other Ballet
West dancers in practices.

Romeo and Juliet will be
shown in Oban’s Corran
Halls on Thursday January
12 and Friday 13, and will
be shown across Scotland
over the next two months.

Isla Donald as the Hoity Toity Angel will get to perform with the other
cast members as Dalmally Primary School puts on its nativity play a

month late. t02dal01

DALMALLY Primary
School has chosen January
19 to hold its nativity play
after a sickness bug infected
more than half the pupils
over Christmas and forced

Dalmally show must go on

teachers to cancel the
orignal date.

The play, called The
Hoity-Toity Angel, was
originally scheduled for De-
cember 21 but it was can-
celled after 25 of the 49 pu-
pils caught the bug and were
absent from school.

In his 21 years as at Dal-
mally Primary School,
headteacher George Kay
said he had never had so
many pupils off at once.

As a result the play, con-
sisting primaries one to four
will go ahead next Thursday
- a month after most schools
performed their nativity
play.

Mr Kay said: ‘We couldn’t
have the play on December
21 because more than half
the school was off with a
winter bug.

‘They were calling it a
winter vomiting bug!

‘But the kids put so much
time and effort into learn-
ing their songs and words.

‘It would have been a
shame for them not to have
performed and let their par-
ents see it.’

The children are currently
cramming in some last
minute rehearsal time in an
effort to remember the
words and lyrics at the start
of December!

KILMORE residents enjoyed
a buffet dinner dance last
Saturday as a reward for the
community’s hard work in or-
ganising one of the most popu-
lar Highland Games in Argyll.

The Kilmore and Kilbride
Games Committee have run
the annual dance for a few
years and it is going from
strength to strength as this
year was the busiest so far.

Such is the popularity of the
family ceilidh night, it attracted
folk from every section of the
community from primary
school pupils to pensioners.

Games committee treasurer
Margaret Farmer said: ‘Last
year we shifted the dance from
March to January and it was a
tremendous success but this
year has been even better.’

Kilmore

‘Games’ dance

Ladies Night
Flashdancers

Saturday 28th January

Doors Open 7.30pm     Tickets £10     BOOK NOW

Contact Amanda: 01631 569 407      Mob: 07774 012796

Finest Ballet and Jazz Training for

Children from 3 years to adults.

Oban, Taynuilt, Connel, Fort William,

Campbeltown & Inveraray

For further information on all Ballet West classes,

contact us on 01866 822641.

Contact:  Louise McKechnie,

                Ballet West, Ichrachan House

                Taynuilt, Argyll, PA35 1HP

Telephone:  01866 822641    Fax 01866 822020

e-mail balletwest@btconnect.com

" We will look forward to seeing you at a class very soon!"

Corran Halls, Oban
Tel: 01631 567333

19th, 20th, 21st January 2006
7.30pm

Tickets £6 & £4
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Would you like your child to speak Gaelic?

Gaelic medium education is an effective and enjoyable way for young children to learn Gaelic.

It is currently available at primary school level in these areas of Lochaber:

Fort William; Acharacle; Morar/Mallaig/Arisaig.

Plans are also being progressed to establish Gaelic Medium education in South Lochaber,

based in Kinlochleven Primary School  from August 2006

If you are interested and would like further information on Gaelic Education provision Highland wide as

well as Lochaber please contact schools direct or for general information contact Donnie MacDonald

on 01463 702809 or at donnie.macdonald@highland.gov.uk.

Tha Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal is Bhòid

a cumail taic ri fòghlam Gàidhlig aig gach

ìre air feadh na sgìre.

Argyll and Bute Council supports Gaelic

education at all levels across the council area.

Scotland for Gaelic education in primary schools. The

Highland Council in May 2005 launched the first  local

authority Gaelic Language and Culture Plan in Scotland.

A copy of this can be found on the council website at

www.highland.gov.uk .

Following the passing of the Gaelic Language

(Scotland) Act in 2005, Bord na Gaidhlig is in the process

of developing a National Plan for Gaelic.  There is

increasing interest in the Gaelic language reflected in

the increasing number of parents who are enrolling their

children in Gaelic Medium classes and in the number of

adults learning the language.

Within the  Lochaber

area there  are now over

150 pupils following

Gaelic Medium education.

There is currently  Gaelic

Medium education

provision in Fort William

(93 pupils),  Lady Lovat in

Morar (37 pupils) and in

Acharacle 23 pupils.  Plans

are being

progressed to

introduce Gaelic

M e d i u m

education in

South Lochaber,

based in

Kinlochleven Primary

school from August

2006.

The numbers in each

area have grown

steadily in recent years

and include provision

from nursery through to

primary seven.

Recent research

indicates that pupils

studying Gaelic medium

achieve the same or

higher standards

compared  to other pupils

in assessments in English

and Mathematics.  Gaelic

education as well as

enabling learners to

acquire the native

language of Scotland

enables them to become

bi-lingual.   This opens

fur ther learning

opportunities to pupils.

Pupils  who have studied

two  languages are found

in general to be able to

transfer these skills to

learn other languages.

The council, also offers

assistance to parents to

learn the Gaelic

language. Community

education staff have a

role in each community

where Gaelic Medium

education is provided to

establish Gaelic language

classes or to work with

other par tner

organisations to ensure

there are opportunities

for parents to learn the

language.

Further information

on Gaelic education

and Gaelic learning

opportunities is

available on the

Highland Council

website:

 www.highland.gov.uk

Which details

information on Gaelic

education across the

Highlands including

Skye & Lochalsh,

Wester Ross, Easter

Ross and the city of

Inverness

The development of Gaelic education is a priority for Argyll and Bute Council.

The authority currently makes provision for Gaelic medium pre-school, primary

and secondary education and is the lead authority for the Gaelic Learners in

the Primary School initiative.

Gaelic medium (GM) provision is currently available in Salen primary school

on Mull, Bowmore primary on Islay, Tiree primary department, St.Columba’s

primary in Oban, Sandbank primary in Dunoon and Strath of Appin by Oban.

Associated pre-school/playgroup provision is available to support these GM

primary schools.

GM pupils can continue their Gàidhlig studies in their associated secondary

schools. Access to a range of secondary subjects through the medium of Gaelic

is limited and dependent on availability of suitably qualified Gaelic speaking

teachers. Islay High school currently offers Geography and History through

Gaelic. Tobermory High school is also involved in the GM Geography On-line

project.

The authority is currently preparing for the transfer of the first GM pupils

from Sandbank primary to Dunoon Grammar school in August 2007.

Argyll and Bute Council actively promotes GM provision in the media, press

and at social and information events.

The shortage of Gaelic teachers is an on-going issue for a rural authority like Argyll

and Bute and the council has employed a range of strategies to address these

difficulties, one such is the training of graduates, see the article on this subject also

on this page for more information.

While the number of pupils in

Gaelic medium education has

increased so has the numbers who

learn Gaelic as a second language.

The Gaelic Learners in the Primary

School (GLPS) initiative has

ensured that more than 890

pupils are learning Gaelic as a

second language in schools

across the council area.

GLPS involves training

non-Gaelic speaking

teachers to a level of

l inguistic proficiency

commensurate with

teaching Gaelic to

learners in primar y

schools. The national

GLPS trainer is an

employee of Argyll

and Bute. Building

on the success of

GLPS, the authority

has established a

partnership with

A b e r d e e n

University to develop a CPD

pathway to enable GLPS trained

teachers to acquire a qualification that would

permit them to teach five-to-14-year-old Gaelic learners.

Two new websites have been launched in recent months aiming to act as

information sources on the Gaelic language in Argyll and Lochaber.

www.argyllgaelic.org

and

www.lochabergaelic.org

are managed by Comunn na Gàidhlig in partnership with Lorn Gaelic

Partnership and Lochaber Gaelic Development Group respectively.  In addition to

events and news items, the sites contain practical information such as where

Gaelic medium education is available in each area and local developments.

Gaelic is increasing it's profile in each area with new schools opening, the

erection of bi-lingual signs on trunk roads and community events such as the

Information week that was recently held in Oban.  The language is

increasingly being seen as a marketing tool unique to Scotland and Comunn

na Gàidhlig is proud to support such initiatives.

Additionally, free car stickers are available for all visitors to the sites and can

be obtained by contacting Comunn na Gàidhlig in Oban on

01631-564555 or emailing at the address provided on the sites.  It is hoped

that the stickers will be displayed throughout Lochaber and Argyll and

that the sites will grow over the coming year.

following the PGDE

pathway to become a

Gaelic Medium teacher

and the opportunity to

access the course was

offered to a further four

non-Gaelic residents on

the island.

The students at ICCI have

regular links with fellow

students in Lews Castle

College in Stornoway

using video conferencing

facilities. This provides a

real but virtual classroom

on Europe’s Western

Atlantic seaboard.  The

students are all

guaranteed school

placements in their local

area while undertaking

their PGDE studies. This

exciting par tnership is

ensuring that island and

rural communities will

continue to provide a first

class education for future

generations of children.

On successful completion

of the PGDE course, the

newly qualified teachers

can look forward to

probationer placements in

local schools and a high

quality induction support

programme in their first

year of teaching.

An open meeting is to be

held on Saturday February

25 2006 at 11am in the

Royal Hotel, Oban to

provide information on the

PGDE course planned for

Oban and Lorn and Mull.

The council is keen to

attract as many Gaelic and

English speaking graduates

as possible to this meeting.

Graduates in Oban, Lorn

and Mull will have a

unique opportunity to

train as primary teachers

from August this year.

Argyll and Bute Council

in partnership with the

University of Strathclyde

and the University of the

Highlands & Islands

Millennium Institute

(UHIMI) will offer

potential students access

to the post graduate

diploma in primary

education (PGDE) in the

Oban area.

The PGDE course is

delivered using a blended,

distance learning

approach that includes

face-to-face tutorials,

video streaming and

video conferencing to link

students in a local Oban

campus to staff in the

university in Glasgow.

This ground breaking

initiative builds on the

success of an existing

partnership project in

Ionad Chaluim Chille Ile

(ICCI), the Gaelic college

on Islay.

The council established

the par tnership in an

effort to address the acute

shor tage of Gaelic-

Medium teachers by

‘growing our own’

teachers. The on-going

vacancy for a second

Gaelic teacher in

Bowmore Primary School

made Islay the ideal venue

to launch the partnership.

One fluent speaking

Gaelic student is currently

AS ONE of Scotland’s leading

providers of Gaelic medium

education, Sabhal Mòr Ostaig

offers a wide variety of courses

suitable for all abilities,

circumstances and needs.

Whether you are a

complete beginner, fluent in

Gaelic or whether you need

to be based at home or can

attend the college, there is a

course to suit you.

The college offers Gaelic

courses both at distance and

in the more traditional form

of full-time based learning, as

well as one week short

courses covering a variety of

levels.

Based on the Sleat

peninsula, Sabhal Mòr Ostaig

is a unique learning

environment dedicated to the

provision of Gaelic medium

education.

The introduction of this

year ’s new degree

programme, BA/BA (Hons)

Gaelic and Traditional Music

highlights this dedication as

the College continue to

develop its range of courses.

Student numbers have

continued to increase this

year and as ever one of the

most popular courses has

been An Cùrsa Inntrigidh.

This award winning

distance learning course

Since its formation in Oban in 1891 and the staging

of the first ever Royal National Mod in Oban in 1892,

An Comunn Gaidhealach has been heavily involved in

the promotion and development of Gaelic language

and culture in Argyll.

An Comunn Gàidhealach has actively encouraged the

teaching, learning and use of the Gaelic language and

the study and cultivation of Gaelic literature, history, music

and art. A membership organisation with over 2000

members, An Comunn has branches throughout the UK

and welcomes all those with an interest in the language

and culture of the Gael.

In 2004 Joy Dunlop, a Gaelic language and culture

graduate from Connel, has been employed as a Gaelic

development officer for the Argyll area and since then

has been working with many different groups to enhance

existing activity and develop new ways of strengthening

and promoting the language. Joy has worked with many

people of different ages and abilities in a range of

situations from education to the Gaelic Arts. With the

Royal National Mod 2006 set to take place in Dunoon

from 13-21 October she is especially busy working with

the local committee and local groups and school in

preparation for what is the premier Gaelic festival.

If you are interested in becoming a member of An

Comunn Gaidhealach or would like more information

about the work it undertakes, please visit our website on

www.ancomunn.co.uk. For further information on Mod

2006 visit www.the-mod.co.uk. You can also contact Joy

Dunlop at the following address:

In 2005 Highland Council celebrated 20 years of

delivering Gaelic Medium education to Highland

communities by hosting a national conference in

Inverness  ‘An Ath Cheum’.

The conference reviewed the development of Gaelic

Medium education since its introduction in 1985  and

looked ahead to the 20 years.

In 1985 a Gaelic Medium class started in Central

School, Inverness.  By August 2005 there were 19

schools across the Highlands delivering Gaelic

Medium primary education to nearly 1,000 pupils.

This represents nearly half of the provision across

A' cruthachadh chothroman dhan Ghàidhlig

01463-234138

www.cnag.org.uk

• Education

• Community

• Youth

GAELIC MEDIUM
EDUCATION

‘SCHOOL OPEN

AFTERNOON’

Parents interested in finding

out more about Gaelic

Medium Education are

invited to come along to an

open afternoon at

St Columba’s Primary

School, Oban,

Friday 20 January 2006

at 2 p.m.

Promoted by Comann Nam

Pàrant an t-Oban agus Latharna

Comann nam Pàrant, is

a national organisation

with around 30

different parent groups

throughout the

country.

They represent the

interests of parents

whose children are

educated through the

medium of Gaelic, from

pre-school to

secondary level. The

groups are very

important for a number

of reasons:

• They bring parents

together to discuss

issues which affect the

education of their

children at all levels.

• Can act as a good

support mechanism

for the school in

conjunction with PTAs

and School Boards.

• They can attract  funding

that a school cannot.

• They support extra

curricular Gaelic-

medium activities.

• They promote GME

within their own

localities

The local Oban group

has a membership of 35

families.  It has been busy

working on a number of

projects, including a very

successful Gaelic

Education Week held for

the first time in

November 2005. This

not only helped to raise

awareness of Gaelic

education opportunities,

but strengthened links

with Mull and Strath of

Appin parent groups. It

has also been liaising

with relevant parties to

ensure a successful

transition for all pupils

within the new Oban

Primary Campus in

January 2007, and is

working to create an

improved primary

Gaelic Resources

Library.

The group also provides

an enjoyable social focus

for families, and hosts an

annual fundraising ceilidh

and BBQ.

For further information,

contact: Ewen

MacPherson at the local

Comann nam Pàrant (an

t-Òban) group on

01631 565119.

allows learners to study in

their own homes while still

receiving academic support

from highly qualified tutors.

For more information

regarding learning

opportunities with Sabhal

Mòr Ostaig visit the

college website:

 www.smo.uhi.ac.uk

 or telephone

01471 888 000.

Bòrd na Gàidhlig is committed to strengthening Gaelic

as a family and community language and in the past

year has assisted over 100 community projects

throughout Scotland.

These include a programme of Gaelic events and

activities organised by Comann nam Pàrant Oban; a

series of Gaelic medium workshops and classes in Islay

to encourage children to use Gaelic outwith school;

the establishment of a full-time Gaelic nursery in

Lochaber; total immersion Gaelic courses for adults;

and the publication of a Gaelic books catalogue.

The Bòrd is also delighted to support the Lorne Gaelic

Partnership and the development of their new website,

which will be a valuable community resource for Gaelic

speakers and all those interested in the language in

the Argyll area.

For further information on Bòrd na Gàidhlig

   visit www.bord-na-gaidhlig.org.uk
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Falkirk

Tryst and

Kintyre

Connections

ON A SHOPPING trip to
Falkirk recently, I passed
through the BHS
department store at the
eastern end of the town
centre.

So, you will be thinking,
what has this to do with
piping?

Well, quite a bit really, as
this store is built on the site
of the venue for the Falkirk
Tryst competition organised
by the Highland Society of
London and first held in
1781. This contest was the
forerunner of our present
day top piping competitions
at The Northern Meeting.

I took a particular interest
in this because it was here
in 1782 that my great great
great grandfather John
MacAlister from Dunskeig
in Kintyre won the prize
pipe. It got me thinking that
it must have been a daunting
journey in those days to
travel from Kintyre to
Falkirk, probably on foot,
and more than likely with
some cattle to be driven as
well.

Falkirk Tryst was a major
meeting place for livestock
sales and other trades.
Angus MacKay, in his book
of piobaireachd published
in 1838, records details of
the piping events at these
early competitions and here
is an extract from his report
on the competition.

October 1782: ‘The
competition for the prizes
given annually by the
Highland Society of
London for the engagement
of performers on the ancient
martial instrument of
Scotland was determined by
a select jury of gentlemen
in the presence of a
numerous and respectable
audience.

‘After a long trial, carried
out with the utmost
attention and solemnity by
the judges, the first prize
was awarded to John

MacAlister first piper of the
West Fencible Regiment,
the second to John
MacGregor, and the third to
John MacGregor, his son.’

The MacGregors
mentioned were members
of the famous piping family
of MacGregors from
Glenlyon in Perthshire.

It would appear that John
MacAlister made the
journey from Kintyre to
Falkirk again in 1783 for
Angus MacKay again
records details of the
competition stating: ‘The
whole was concluded with
a grand procession to the
churchyard where the
victors at the three
competitions - viz
MacGregor, MacAlister and
MacLean (Neil MacLean
from North Argyll) -
marched thrice round the
tombs of the immortal
heroes Sir John Stuart, Sir
John the Graham and Sir
Robert Munro playing the
celebrated MacCrimmon’s
Lament in concert on their
prize pipes.’

The following week an
exhibition of the piping
skills of many of the
performers was held in
Dunn’s Assembly Rooms in
Edinburgh.

It is interesting that some
of the tunes played then are
not often heard nowadays
and included War or Peace,
Menzies Salute and The
Prince’s Salute.

So, if you happen to be in
Falkirk town centre, take
five minutes to visit the site
of this famous competition
and give the ‘immortal
heroes’ a visit as well. The
tombs are in the churchyard
adjacent to the pedestrian
shopping area right in
centre of town near the
steeple.

US teaching

workshop

ARGYLL pipers Willie
McCallum and Stuart
Liddell are off to Kansas
City, USA, for a weekend
teaching workshop.

They will also be judging
a Silver Medal piobaireachd
competition in which I hear
there are 40 competitors.

Looks like you are in for
a long session lads, so don’t
forget the white hanky!

Competition

deadline

THE DEADLINE for
eligibility to compete in the
Gold and Silver Medals and
the A and B light music
events at The Argyllshire
Gathering and The Northern
Meeting is fast
approaching, so if you are
intending to compete in
either of these main solo

contests then get your
eligibility form in now.

There is usually massive
demand for the 30 or so
places available.

Burns Night

ceilidh

KINTYRE Piping Society
is holding a Burns Night
ceilidh in the Argyll Arms
Hotel, Campbeltown, on
January 21 and on February
5 they are due a visit from
Stuart Liddell and Inveraray
Junior Pipe Band.

Sounds like good
entertainment to start off the
New Year.

Amateurs

compete

THE SOMEWHAT
curiously named CLASP -
Competition League for
Amateur Solo Players -
competition system
continues to attract interest
from amateur pipers.

This series of
competitions is open to
adult pipers who do not
compete in open solo piping
competitions where prize
money is offered.

Apparently, members are
graded in a similar way to
their CPA counterparts, and

pay an annual £30
membership fee. It seems
the demand for
competitions just goes on
and on with the next contest
due on January 14 in
Dingwall.

Traditionally, this is a
quiet time of year for
competitive pipers and is
usually a useful time to
recharge the batteries and
think of tunes to be learned
for the contests later in the
year. Whether you are
involved in the competitive
side or not, enjoy your
piping in 2006.

Hugh MacCallum.

Angus MacKay.

The Piping Scene

Factaraidh femainn ùr

THA E coimhead coltach gu bheil gnìomachas a bha
uairigein air leth bitheanta anns na h-eileanan dol a dh’ath-
bheothachadh ann an Leòdhas.

Tha dùil gu fosgal Companaidh Feamainn Innse Gall
factaraidh ùr ann an Aranais faisg air Steòrnabhagh as t-
earrach sa tighinn. Tha iad an dòchas còrr air dusan tonna
de dh’fheamainn fluich ullachadh gach là. Bheiridh sinn
dhaibh mu dhà thonna gu leth den stuth tioram as
urrainnear a reic.

Thèid a reic fo bhratach organach airson a chur gu feum
mar thodhar, mar bhiadh airson beathaichean agus airson
rud ris an canar ‘alginate’, stuth a bhios a nochdadh ann
am iomdach rud, mar siabann. ’S e dà fhireannach à sgìre
nan Loch, Calum MacRath is Martainn MacLeoid, a tha
air cùlaibh an h-iomairt.

Thuirt Mgr MacLeoid, 30: ‘Bidh sinn a’ coimhead airson
nas urrainn dhuinn de dhaoine fhaighinn airson gearradh.
Ma thèid cùisean gu math ’s dòcha gum faigh sinn air
obair a thoirt dha grunn dhaoine.’

B’àbhaist gnìomhachas an fheamainn a bhith air leth
bitheanta anns na h-eileanan, le dà fhactaraidh ann an
Uibhist fhèin.

Ach, lagaich an iarrtas agus bha e na bu shaoire dha
companaidhean feamainn fhaighinn bho thall-thairis, a’
ciallachadh nach eil cùs idir air a bhith dol air adhart san
sgìre san fhichead bliadhna a dh’fhalbh.
IT APPEARS that an industry which was once extremely
prevalent in the islands will be resurrected in Lewis.

The Hebridean Seaweed Company hopes to open a new
factory in Arnish, on the outskirts of Stornoway, in the
spring. They are looking to process over 12 tonnes of wet
seaweed a day. That will give them two and a half tonnes
of the dried product which can be sold. It will be marketed
under an organic label and used as fertiliser, animal feed
and as alginate, which is used in a range of products,
including soap.

The venture is the brainchild of Calum MacRae and
Martin MacLeod from the district of Lochs.

Mr MacLeod, 30, said: ‘We will be looking at getting as
many cutters as we can. If everything goes according to
plan we could be looking at employing quite a lot of
people.’

The seaweed industry was once a staple diet of the
Western Isles economy, particularly in the Uists where
two factories were once in operation. However, a downturn
in demand, coupled with competition from overseas, meant
there has been little activity in the islands in the last 20
years.

Paidhleat dol a dhèanamh

cobhair air Bush

CHUR Prìomhaire na Stàitean Aonaichte, Seòras W Bush,
fios gu paidhleat stèidhichte ann an Steòrnabhagh agus e
ag iarraidh air a thighinn a thrèanadh criùtha a
heileacoptair aige.

Tha an caiptean Tim Noble dol a a Los Angeles aig
deireadh na mìos gus innse dha na paidhleatan
Ameireaganach ciamar a sgèitheas iad a Merlin EH101.
’S e heileacoptair ùr a tha seo a chaidh a cheannachd airson
Prìomhaire Bush a thoirt air feadh na dùthcha, agus cha
robh ach aon duine san t-saoghal air a bu chòir fios a chur
airson trèanadh - an caiptean Noble. Chan eil ach dhà no
thrì de dhaoine aig a bheil fìor eòlas air an EH101 agus ’s
e Noble an aon duine a tha ag obair gu coimearsalta aig a
bheil an teisteanas ceart airson trèanadh a thoirt seachad.
Ag innse cho math ’s a tha a Merlin EH101, thuirt e: ‘’S i
an tè as fheàrr dhe seòrsa san t-saoghal. ’S urrainn earbsa
a bhith iad innte agus chan eil a leithid ann airson cumail
a’ dol nuair a thèid a milleadh. Tha i cuideachd mòr gu
leòr airson leigeal dhan Phrìomhaire siubhail ann an
cofhartach agus airson dhà no thrì dhaoine a bhith còmhla
ris.’
AMERICAN president George W Bush has called for the
assistance of a Stornoway-based pilot as he wants him to
train his crew.

Captain Tim Noble will head to Los Angeles at the end
of this month to train American pilots on flying the Merlin
EH101. This is a new helicopter which was bought to ferry
President Bush across the country, and there was only
one man in the world with the requisite qualifications for
overseeing the training - Captain Noble. He is among only
a handful of people to have substantial experience on the
EH101 and is the only qualified training examiner working
in the commercial sector.

Extolling the virtues of the new helicopter, he said: ‘It’s
the best of its type in the world. Its reliability and ability
to survive damage is unsurpassed. It’s also large enough
to allow the president to travel in comfort and have an
entourage with him.’

TEN LADIES attended the December meeting of the
Morar branch of the Scottish Women’s Rural Institute
(SWRI) in Lady Lovat School.

After business was discussed and correspondence read
out, Cathy Stewart, after a lot of preparation, showed the
ladies how to sew a Christmas tree.

Competitions for the evening were: Book mark,
Christmas theme - 1 Cathy Stewart; 2 June Foxwell; 3
Eileen MacPhie; 4 Mary Ferguson. Almond and orange
cake - 1 Cathy Stewart; 2 Eileen MacPhie; 3 Heather
Simpson; 4 Mary Ferguson and Christine Haynes.

The raffle was won by Linda MacLean.
Hostesses were Eileen MacPhie and Heather Simpson.
Winner of last month’s proverb competition was Dorothy

Simpson, not Heather Simpson.
The Morar SWRI annual dinner is to be held on January

14 but the venue has yet to be decided.

Tiree

TIREE SWRI celebrated its December meeting with a
dinner at the Lodge Hotel on the island with 24 members
and friends attending.

Everyone there enjoyed fine food and good company.
The committee had devised games, as had one of the hotel
staff, and Margaret Gorman was the lucky winner of a
bottle of wine donated by the staff.

The evening ended with a selection of favourite carols.
Competitions: Decorated jar to hold a tea light - 1 Wilma

MacFadyen; 2 Caroline MacLean; 3 Annie MacKinnon.
Tree decoration, any craft - 1 Annie MacKinnon; 2
Caroline MacLean; 3 Wilma MacFadyen.

Kilchrenan

THE KILCHRENAN branch of the SWRI had a very
entertaining evening at the Kilchrenan Inn where they
enjoyed a delicious Christmas dinner followed by a
Christmas song from Kim Soep and carol singing by
‘Kilchrenan Rural Choir’.

Around the Rurals

Oban Rotary Club says it with flowers

Saying it with flowers, members of Oban Rotary Club pictured during their annual bulb-planting misssion, this time in the grounds
of Oban’s Lorn and Islands District General Hospital. The Rotarians much appreciated the help they received from the local

employment team.

Glencoe
Your correspondent
is Ros MacDonald:
01855 811490

Whist drive

A WHIST drive in aid of
senior citizens was held in
Glencoe before Christmas.

Ladies prizewinners were:
1 Flora MacInnes; 2 Davina
Plank; travelling prize and
consolation prize, Sheila
Duff. Gents prizewinners
were: 1 Ian Blake; 2 Isobel
McKay, playing as a gent;
Travelling prize, George
Lawrie; consolation prize,
Sandra MacMillan.

Community

council

AT A RECENT meeting of
Glencoe and Glenetive
Community Council, new
office bearers were elected.

Returning officer the
Reverend Peter Rice
supervised proceedings and
was thanked for his input.

Caroline Walker was
elected as chairman, David
Smith as vice chairman,
Kathleen Cuthbertson as
secretary and Anne Melso
as treasurer.

David Doogan, William
McCubbin and Caroline
Walker form the planning
sub committee, while
Alistair MacDonald,
Jeanette Johnstone,
Caroline Walker, Kathleen
Cuthbertson, George Grant
and David Smith now make
up the environmental sub
committee. Also present on
the night were Mr and Mrs
Donald Stewart and Mr
Albert Rodger.

Minutes from the previous
meeting passed as correct
included the following
items:
Planning: Planning
officials visited the building
owned by Bob Anderson
opposite Glencoe Visitor

Centre and this will be
monitored for the
foreseeable future.

The Scottish Environment
Protection Agency has also
been contacted regarding
the river in this area.
Skip: The skip which was
previously located at the car
park has been replaced by a
bin lorry. This is to be
investigated further.
Forestry lochan: Forest
Enterprise is to be contacted
regarding season tickets for
juniors to fish the lochan.

On behalf of Glencoe
Heritage Trust, Alastair
MacDonald suggested that
local people could fish for

three days per week on
Loch Achtriachtan pro-
viding contact is first made
with him for a permit, and
likewise children could fish
for free if accompanied by
an adult.
Orbital route: A feasibility
study in to the proposed
orbital route was raised
solely by the community
company.
Village parking: Traffic
within the village is still
proving to be hazardous
with some people driving at
excessive speeds.

Bill McCubbin noted that
the village used to have two
small franchises, now there

is one large store and a
larger volume of traffic.

With traffic increasing
over the years it is felt that
the yellow lines haven’t
been helpful.
Upper Carnoch traffic:
Albert Rodgers raised his
ongoing concerns about the
volume of traffic using the
Upper Carnoch road.

He advised those present
that he had contacted the
council in 1976 regarding
the provision of three
parking areas to alleviate
the same problem. Contact
will be made with Jim
Tolmie of The Highland
Council traffic department

on the issue. A suggestion
was made that the new
signpost to the Massacre
Monument may also be
adding to the problem.
Alistair MacDonald
suggested that blocking or
removing the sign and
leaving the details on the
information lectern might
be an option.

Another suggestion was
that a ‘residents only’ sign
be placed at the Bridge of
Coe.

Mr and Mrs Stewart had a
question on how
community council
members were elected and
this was duly explained to
them.

Fireworks

display

IT WAS agreed that £50
would be donated to
Ballachulish Community
Council for the fireworks
display.

cliffs above Ballachulish
Slate Quarry. The group
holding the lanterns, which
were lit from within by
torches, then set off around
the village. They were
accompanied by many
children and adults, some
with flaring torches, others
with candle or battery
lanterns.

After circling the village
the parade returned to the
hall where a line of bamboo
flares marked the edge of
the bonfire arena. The
lanterns were thrown onto
the blaze thus signalling the
end of the old year.

A stunning firework
display lit up the night sky
to accompany the bonfire.

The event was organised
by Ballachulish Art Society
chairman Brian Dickey who
paid tribute to the hall
committee and the many
others in the community
who helped to ensure the
success of the event.

Kinlochleven
Your correspondent
is Judith Brickwood:
01855 831955

Lantern

walk

A LARGE crowd of
residents and visitors
walked through Balla-
chulish on New Year’s Eve,
carrying huge lanterns, to
see out the old year and
bring in the new.

Based on a wicker frame
and covered in transparent
paper, the lanterns were
made during workshop
sessions in the village hall .

The parade began  with the
release of a rocket from the

Kilchrenan
Your correspondent
is Marilyn
Henderson:
01866
833201

the two defibrillators which
were bought for the villages
of Dalavich, Inverinan and
Kilchrenan.

At the beginning of the
new year, the community
council’s defibrillator and
CPR Volunteers Group will
be running refresher
courses. The group is also
hoping for more volunteers
to come forward to take part
in CPR training. Notices
will be on the village boards
soon announcing dates for
training.

West

Highland

Housing

Association

AT A RECENT community
council meeting, Gregor
Cameron from West
Highland Housing Asso-
ciation addressed the
meeting and explained that
his company would like to
build two affordable houses
in Dalavich.

These houses would be
environmentally friendly in
that they would have bio-
mass heating like the 80 in
Islay.

Kilchrenan

Inn

CHRISTINE and Neil, the
new owners of the
Kilchrenan Inn, put the
merry into Christmas for
locals and visitors alike.

Outside the inn, the
Christmas lights were very
welcoming; inside, the inn
was even better when
Gregor Lowry and William
Cameron made an
appearance with accordion
and guitar, much to the
delight of customers.

Your correspondent is
D Morrison:
01859
540217

Scalpay

Fishing

STRONG winds halted
progress in recent fishing
trips.

This also deterred creeling
or angling from sheltered
shore areas. There has been
a repetition of this kind of
weather but whatever the
results of the fishing trip
catches, I am sure they will
be well marketed.

Mink rumours

A SCALPAY lady has taken
over rearing a few hens,
even though sightings of
mink have been rumoured.

Mink have caused havoc
before and this is very
discouraging news.

Chiropodist

A CHIROPODIST was at
Scalpay surgery prior to the
festive period.

Thanks go to the NHS for
arranging the visit for those
needing treatment.

Community

council

grant boost

AVICH and Kilchrenan
Community Council has
received £811 from the
Scottish Executive Rural
Development Small Awards
Fund.

The money is to be spent
on ancillary equipment for

Love Scotland . . . Love Scottish Field

JANUARY ISSUE

ON SALE NOW

NEW LOOK!    NEW FEATURES!

NEW SECTIONS!

An cuala sibh seo?
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A VIEW FROM

THE TOWER

By McCAIG

A week of

long knives

WHO would have thought
it?

The Liberal Democrats
have turned out to be the
most vicious of assassins
when their image has
always been one of
tolerance and consideration
for everyone, especially
those facing difficult
problems.

Certain MPs who owe
their presence in the House
of Commons to Charles
Kennedy’s dynamic
leadership sounded like a
bag of ferrets in a sack
battling for the survival of
the fittest and therefore a
chance to seize the
leadership.

Indeed, it seems the arrival
of David Cameron as the
Tory leader has been the
catalyst for this volcanic
eruption of bile. It says little
for their assuredness of the
right of their policies that a
few dynamic speeches by a
young man with no
experience of leading a
major political party, far
less hold one of the major
offices of state, should force
this horrific attack on the
leader of a party that has the
largest number of seats that
it has had for the past 80
years and undo all the work
that has been put in to
achieving such success
because ‘a new kid appears
on the block’.

I have known Charles
Kennedy for almost 20
years and have never known
him to appear in public
drunk. Back-bench Liberal
Democrat MPs tell me they
have never seen Charles
suffering from an over-
indulgence of alcohol in the
House of Commons or in
their constituencies.

Yes, he did enjoy a good
dram on social occasions
when all of us were doing
the same thing. I suppose I
have known of the rumours
about Charles’ alleged drink
problem for years without
any proof of such being
proffered.

Now, he has admitted that
he has had an alcohol
problem for some time, but
has cured it. I suspect that
the alleged drinking
sessions that grew ever
larger and more frequent
since the end of last year
have been the excuse rather
than the reason for forcing
him to resign as leader of
his party.

I will grant that Charles
himself did handle the
situation none too well. He
knew, as did every one of his
potential assassins, that if it
went to a ballot of party
members he would win
hands down as shoals of
messages of support
reached him daily. Had he
used this overt support and
neither admitted or denied
any alcohol problem he
could still be Liberal
Democrat Leader.

As for all those who
wouldn’t have served under
him, what were they to do
if he achieved the
overwhelming support of
the members? If they sulked
in their tents and refused to
serve, there were others
who could have replaced

them. No politician likes to
be sidelined over such a
transient matter.

‘A week is a

long time...’

IF THE late Harold Wilson,
prime minister and one with
a fondness for a large
brandy or three, is
remembered in history for
no other phrase than ‘a
week is a long time in
politics’ he will have
achieved what Tony Blair so
obviously craves.

It’s a memorable phrase
and one that is so often so
true.

While the Tories have
taken many months to
replace Michael Howard as
leader with David Cameron
the Liberal Democrats may
well allow Ming Campbell
to have a coronation. It
would certainly bring to an
abrupt end the current
fiasco, but it will not end the
in-fighting between the two
wings of the party.

At best, Ming Campbell
QC can only be a short-term
solution. His age and his
nationality are against him.
Gone are the days when
party leaders and prime
ministers did not achieve
these offices until they were
over 60. Now those in office
are vulnerable to attack
after they have turned 50.
And this doesn’t apply only
to politics. The chief
executives of Scotland’s
two largest banks are in
their 40s and one has
decided to retire to be
replaced by a ‘high flyer’
still in his 30s!

When the next General
Election comes round the
totally unexpected situation
will be that Tory Leader
David Cameron will be the
longest serving of the
leaders of the three major
parties provided Tony Blair
keeps to his promise to
retire and pave the way for
Gordon Brown. But, will it
be Gordon Brown? If this
craze for ditching top
politicians because they are
‘over the hill’ at 45
continues Gordon Brown
has no chance of moving
into No10 Downing Street.
A seat in the House of Lords
and a clutch of non-
executive directorships may
be the best he can hope for.

‘A week is a long time in
politics’ is certainly true of
the current era.

‘Balderash

& Piffle’

IT NEVER ceases to amaze
me that as our vernacular
speech is so slovenly when
it comes to grammar and
pronunciation that books
like Lynn Truss’ ‘Eats,
Shoots and Leaves’ attract
so much attention and sales
that delight booksellers and
publishers alike.

Now, Alan Games has
gone even further as he has
written Balderash & Piffle
and got a series of
programmes on television
about words and their
origins to swell sales.
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Asbestos

found in

former

school

hostel

A FORMER school hostel
in Portree, Skye, in use as
a classroom and offices,
has been surveyed to find
out the amount of asbestos
within the building.

The 50-year-old Elgin
hostel was a home-away-
for-home for boys from
the Inverness-shire areas
of the Western Isles, Skye
and Raasay until local
government re-org-
anisation in the mid-
1970s.

Essential work costing
£12,000 to meet the
minimal fire safety
standards is being
undertaken over many
months after adverse
reports from the fire
authority and the

Highland Regional
Council’s health and safety
officer.

But other work, including
new electrical wiring, a new
heating system, emergency
lighting and alarms, and
alterations for the part used
as a classroom will cost an
additional £107,000.

Eight rooms are used as
classrooms for Portree High
School nearby while the
other part accommodates
officials of the community
education service, carers
service, special measures
unit and the regional
development officer and the
primary schools bilingual
project.

This week a senior official
in the regional architectural
services department
confirmed that asbestos
survey had been done and a
report is to be given to the
appropriate sub committee
which ordered it.

He declined to give any
details but stressed there is
no danger to anyone within
the building.

He said most public

buildings as old as the
former hostel contained
asbestos which was
harmless unless disturbed.

Oil slick

reaches

harbour

STORNOWAY Pier and
Harbour Commission
officials spent Tuesday
afternoon investigating a
large oil slick which entered
the harbour area,
blackening everything in
sight.

Harbourmaster Angus
Mackenzie said it was the
worst they had ever seen
and appeared to be crude oil
from a large tanker.

The thick, tarry substance
was clearly seen between
piers number one and two
but the slick stretched all the
way out to Goat Islands and
the Creed River.

Captain Mackenzie said
he had reported the matter
to Western Isles Council
which was responsible for

oil slicks three miles
offshore. Officials from
the engineering depart-
ment had taken a sample
of the oil and council
workmen have begun
clearing the beach on
South Beach Quay.

Sparks fly

after power

surge

THE HYDRO Electric
Board in Stornoway has
received a number of
complaints from
consumers following
damage to household
appliances because of a
surge of electricity after a
power cut.

The damaged appliances
included TV sets, videos,
a washing machine, a deep
freeze and a teasmaid.

A Hydro Board
spokesman said it was
insured against such
damage but they needed
claims to be made in
writing.

Fancy dress football,Kinlochleven, 1937

Mrs Cheryl E Lawrie of Lochaber Road, Kinlochleven, sent us this week’s photograph of a fancy dress football match on May 12
1937 at a celebration at Island Park, Kinlochleven, to mark the coronation of their majesties King George V1 and Queen Elizabeth.
Most of the participants, including Cheryl’s father Donald Neil Campell, have now passed on but it would have been a happy time
for them before going on to serve their country in World War 2. We would like readers to send in ‘Flashback’ photographs. Please
send prints to The Oban Times, ‘Flashback’ Photo, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Prints must be accompanied by a caption,
name and address, stamped addressed envelope and telephone number. Each month a photo will win £10. � The winner of our £10
flashback photograph prize for December was Mrs M Harris of Taynuilt for her photograph of the Taynuilt Scottish Women’s Rural

Institute jubilee party in the Taynuilt Hotel in December 1969.

Letters to the Editor
Telephone: 01631 568000

Fax:01631 568001www.obantimes.co.uk
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB
e-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Your letters

THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 words in

length for publication on this page. The editor also reserves

the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print them.

Names and postal addresses must be supplied, including on

e-mails, to indicate good faith. A daytime telephone number

is also required for verification. Anonymous letters or those

supplied without a contact telephone number will not be

printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The Oban Times,

PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5PY. Fax (01631) 568001. E-

mail editor@obantimes.co.uk.

DE THA DOL?

Galair nam Bodach

THA AM Bodach againne air a chlisgeadh
bhon chnatan.

Ma nì neach de mhuinntir an taighe
sreothart no casad thèid iarraidh air cumail
cho fada air falbh bhuaithe-san ’s a ghabhas
agus ma thig neach sam bith eile a-staigh agus
coltas cnatan air, thèid am Bodach a shuidhe
a cheann shìos an taighe agus cha nochd e
gus am falbh iad. Tha na nàbaidhean a-nis
cleachte ris na dòighean aige agus bidh iad
a’ toirt rabhadh dha ma tha an cnatan orra.

Ach aig toiseach na Dùbhlachd am bliadhna
fhuair e fhèin  cnatan à badeigin agus cha b’
urrainn dha a’ choire a chur air duin’ eile.
Chan eil fhiosam an è sin is coireach nach eil
e  ag iarraidh dealachadh ris. ’S ann a
shaoileadh tu a bha e airson cumail air
casadaich agus air sreothairtich airson a h-
uile duine a tha timcheall air a
pheanasachadh. Thèid e a-mach dhan rag
fhuachd gun seacaid no bonaid air.  Bidh e a’
dol a shuidhe air mullach na bàthcha fad
uairean a thìde. ’S ann ris a-sin a tha e coltach
ach tha e fhèin ag ràdh gur ann a’ cur sglèatan
air ais a tha e. Mura dèan esan e gu dearbha
cha dèan duin’ eile e! Agus air latha na
Bliadhn’ Ùire, agus i a’ cur an t-sneachd, thug
e a’ bheinn air a thoirt a-staigh nan
reithichean. Tha e coltach gum feum iad a
bhith anns a’ phàirc air latha na Bliadhn’ Ùire
agus mar a toir esan a-staigh iad, gu dearbha

cha toir duin’ eile! Seo a’ chiad bhliadhna a
chuala mi an cleachdadh seo ach tha  e coltach
gur e is coireach ris a-sin ach nach eil foir
agam dè tha a’ dol air adhart mun cuairt
dhomh. Bha eagal orm gu robh an cnatan air
a dhol gu cheann  ach tha mi a’ tuigsinn bho
bhoireannaich eile nach eil an-seo ach galair
a bhios a’ bualadh a h-uile Bodach aig àm
sònraichte nam beatha agus nach eil ann ach
rud a dh’ fhalbhas leis fhèin aon uair is gu
bheil iad cinnteach gu bheil ùpraid na Nollaig
is na Bliadhn’ Ùire seachad is gum faigh iad
fois nan dachaidh fhèin.

Phrases

AIR A chlisgeadh bhon chnatan - paranoid
about catching cold. Thèid iarraidh air cumail
cho fada air falbh bhuaithe-san ’s a ghabhas -
He is told to keep as far away from him as
possible. Thèid am Bodach a shuidhe a
cheann shìos an taighe - the Bodach will go
and sit at the far end of the house. Cha b’
urrainn dha a’ choire a chur air duin’ eile -
he could not blame anyone else. ’S ann ris a-
sin a tha e coltach - that’s what it looks like.
Gur ann a’ cur sglèatan air ais a tha e - that
he is putting slates back. Bha eagal orm gu
robh an cnatan air a dhol gu cheann - I was
afraid that the cold had gone to his head.
Galair a bhios a’ bualadh a h-uile Bodach -
an illness that strikes every Bodach. Is gum
faigh iad fois nan dachaidh - and that they
will get peace in their own home. C Dick.

All roads lead

to Glasgow

CELTIC Connections,
Glasgow’s International
Traditional Music Festival,
started on Wednesday
January 11 and will run
until Sunday January 29.

Now in its 13th year, the
festival, which was started
to provide entertainment
during the cold, dark month
of January, attracts huge
crowds to its varied venues.
Tickets can be booked
online at
www.celticconnections.com
or by telephone on 0141
353 8000.

Copies of the full
programme are available at
the Concert Hall.

As well as evening
concerts, the festival
provides free concerts for
school children, workshops
and talks and from 5pm
each evening Danny Kyles’
open stage in the Concert
Hall, with free admission,
showcases up-and-coming
musical talent.

Over the years I have
attended many concerts
featuring artistes from
home and abroad and have
seldom been disappointed.
I can’t give details of the
whole programme but will
instead list the concerts
featuring artistes from our
cultural background.
Thursday January 12:
7.30pm, Concert Hall,
Seumas Begley and Jim
Murray will have as special
guests Blas - Fiona
MacKenzie, Mary Smith,
Anna Murray and Alyth
McCormack. 8pm, Piping
Centre, Master and
Apprentice, Maeve Mac-
Kinnon with Mairi
MacInnes and Darren
MacLean with Arthur
Cormack.
Friday January 13: 8pm,
Concert Hall, Strathclyde
Suite, Dochas.
Saturday January 14:
2pm, Concert Hall,
Strathclyde Suite, The
National Youth Pipe Band
of Scotland.  Musical Ark in
a variety of venues with
pairs of artistes performing
and travelling between
each.
Monday January 16: 8pm,
Concert Hall, Strathclyde
Suite, Fred Morrison.
Tuesday January 17: 8pm,
Piping Centre, Master and
Apprentice, Gary Innes
with Donald Shaw and
Rachel Hair with Laoise
Kelly. 7.45pm, Universal
Folk Club, Sauchiehall
Lane just behind Watt Bros,
Songs of Barra with Roddy
Campbell, Maggie

MacInnes, Maeve
MacKinnon and Cathy Ann
MacPhee.
Wednesday January 18:
8pm, Piping Centre,
Maggie MacInnes and
Colum Sands.
Thursday January 19:
7.45pm, Universal Folk
Club, Songs of Isle of Lewis
with Murdigan MacDonald,
Calum and Shaunie
MacMillan. 8pm, Arches,
Peatbog Faeries meet
Grada. 8pm, Piping Centre,
Julie Fowlis and Jenna
Reid.

Please note that proposed
events in the City Halls
have been cancelled.

The refurbishment allows
orchestral concerts to take
place but the sound systems
have not yet been
completed.

Diary dates

Friday January 13:
Clydebank Highlanders
Association, ceilidh, Lesser
Town Hall, 7.30pm. Comun
An Taobh-an-lar, Highland
Ball, Milngavie Town Hall.
7 for 7.30pm. All tickets
pre-booked.
Saturday January 14:
Glasgow Skye Association,
New Year Family Ceilidh,
Partick Burgh Hall, 7.30pm.
Paisley Highlanders’
Association, Elderslie
Village Hall, Glenpatrick
Road, Elderslie.
Friday January 20:  Perth
Gaelic Society, ceilidh, St
Matthew’s Church Hall,
Tay Street, Perth, 7.30pm.
Kilmarnock Highlander’s
Association, ceilidh, Holy
Trinity Church, Irvine
Road, Kilmarnock,
7.30pm.
Saturday January 21:
Glasgow Islay Association,
Burn’s Supper, St Vincent
Bowling Club, 7.30pm.
Glasgow Tiree Association,
Burn’s Supper, Ralston
Community Hall, 7.30pm.
Tickets: 0141 776 3706 or
0141 812 5056). Clann
Gaidhlig Bardic Supper,
Greenock St Luke’s
Church, 7.30pm.
Highlanders’ Club, dance,
Partick Burgh Hall, 8-
11.30pm with Lex Keith’s
Band.

Pub scene

MUSIC this weekend in the
Park Bar will be provided
by Gary Innes on Friday
and Campbell Brown and
Johnnie Scoular on both
Saturday and Sunday.

Campbell and Johnnie
will be in the Islay Inn on
Friday.
Neil Murray, telephone
0141 954 8105, or email
neilfmurray@yahoo.co.uk.

GLASGOW LETTER

Correction

WE WOULD like to point out that Lismore’s Dorane Willis
died on New Year’s Eve, not Christmas Eve as was reported
in last week’s edition. We apologise for any upset
inadvertently caused.

WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all
our reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that,
on occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of
producing the biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors
in print. If you find an error of fact on our pages please write to
The Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34
5PY giving your day-time telephone number where possible.
This statement of policy will appear on this page every week
along with any corrections or clarifications.

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’
Commission’s Code of Conduct.

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily
those of this newspaper.

press policy

Too much

alcohol

Sir,
It was marvellous to see so
many people enjoying
themselves over Hogmanay,
but it is sad to see many,
young and old, over-
indulging, particularly in
their consumption of
alcohol.

The result of this is plain
to see on many a byway,
footpath and pavement of
Oban - vomit.

When walking my terrier
on the morning of January
1, I was appalled at the
amount of vomit on the

streets. I had to pull my poor
wee hound away on many
occasions as his curiosity
got the better of him.

Pinch me please, but is
this not 21st century
Britain? For a moment I
thought I was witness to the
aftermath of some Roman
orgy from the pages of
Robert Graves or the recent
television presentation.

If we as a nation are to
progress to the 22nd century
intact it will only be as a
reaction against degradation
and immortalities that
brought down the empire of
the Caesars.
Betty Petrie, Pulpit Hill,
Oban.

Gentleman

of shinty

Sir,
It was with much sadness I
learned of the death of
shinty referee Willie
Batchen of Foyers.

As a boy in Fort Augustus
I well remember a match
where Fort William played
Inverness with Willie as
referee and his dad as goal
judge. The late Tom
MacKenzie of Inverness
was a spectator.

A gentleman who loved
the game, you always knew
that if he was referee a good
game ensued.

I last saw Willie at the
Eilan, Newtonmore, in
August 1989 at the Jock
McIntosh veterans’
tournament. I played as a
guest for the Strathclyde
Police Team and Willie
refereed one of the matches.

He will be sadly missed by
the shinty world and I feel
privileged to have known
him.
Tom Aitchison, ex Fort
Augustus, Fort William
and Inverness, now of
Sheffield.

Language

learning

Sir,
I agree with Finlay M
Macleod, The Oban Times
January 5, that adults learn
languages quicker, but not
for the reasons he puts
forward.

Children learn as part of a
curriculum with no
immediate use for their
knowledge, whereas most
adults learning language
have one or other project in
mind. This gives them
incentive to learn as quickly
as possible. I took French,
German and Latin for five
years in school. When I left
school I was able to order a
beer and chat up the girls in
Hamburg and Marsellies
without a dictionary.  When
I was 20 I fell in love with
Anly Rasmmusen, a young

Faroese girl. Within nine
months I was able to read,
write and speak Danish so
well I was taken for
Norwegian. I had no tutor,
didn’t bother about
grammar and asked for
translation only when I was
really desperate. I started by
reading children’s comics,
for the phonetics, then
progressed to newspapers
books and radio. I practised
with anyone who would talk
to me, worked hard on the
accent and was rewarded
with a three-year
relationship with Miss
Rasmussen. I did the same
with Dutch, though not as
well, as Anly didn’t speak
Dutch.

Children who learn Gaelic
in school are at a
disadvantage if they go
home to a non-Gaelic
speaking environment. It
becomes a subject to learn
without any obvious
immediate advantage. I
would like to see Gaelic
used conversationally by
children outwith school
lessons. They have their
own language already and
it might encourage teachers
to brush up on their Gaelic.
In Elsinore where I was
living the children would
quite often greet each other
in English. Phonetics on
shop signs and notices
might also be an idea.
George Doyle, Easdale
Island.

Wallace

Optometrists

0845 230 EYES

(3937)

Call today and

book your

comprehensive

eye examination

For

 people

who

really

care

 about

their

eyesight

Sponsored by

Wallace Optometrists
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AN ARGYLL-based com-
pany is helping boost the
local economy and leisure
opportunities in the area by
installing specially-de-
signed marine pontoons in
two west coast communi-
ties.

Outdoor equipment spe-
cialist Fusion Marine, based
at Barcaldine, installed a
50-metre pontoon at Otter
Ferry on Loch Fyne, Argyll
and an 89-metre pontoon at
Loch na Keal on the west
coast of Mull.

Yachts
Otter Ferry Community

Association was keen to in-
stall the pontoon to attract
more yachts to the village
on the western edge of the
Cowal peninsula.

Funded by a combination
of grants, donations and
fundraising events the pon-
toon is ideal for landing

from small or medium sized
vessels and provides moor-
ing for inflatable dinghies
and other craft.

Constructed using hard-
wood decking and based on
plastic 400mm flotation
pipes, the flexible nature of
the pontoon enables it to
follow the contours of the
foreshore at low tide.

Versatility
Alistair Barge, chairman

of Otterferry Community
Association, said: ‘We are
absolutely delighted with
the versatility of this pon-
toon and the economic po-
tential it offers our commu-
nity for attracting visitors.’

Fusion Marine also sup-
plied an 89m pontoon to
Ben More Estate for a site
on the shore of Loch na
Keal.

The 2.2m wide pontoon is
fully decked in recycled

plastic, underlining the es-
tate’s commitment to the
environment.

This is further shown by
the low visual impact of the
pontoon, which was an es-
sential element of the instal-
lation process, given that
the area is in a Site of Spe-
cial Scientific Interest
(SSSI).

The pontoon provides
easy marine access, greatly
helping existing estate op-
erations and will allow the
development of new activi-
ties such as sea angling and
leisure craft.

Potential
Ian Forbes of Fusion Ma-

rine said: ‘These individu-
ally designed pontoons of-
fer superb opportunities
for estates, small commu-
nities and hotels for pro-
viding simple low mainte-
nance marine access where

many other pontoon de-
signs would not survive,
thus dramatically enhanc-
ing their business poten-
tial.’

Alan Macleod, technical
director of Fusion Marine,
said: ‘We see considerable
potential throughout the
Highlands and islands for
these individually designed
pontoons.

‘They provide small
communities and hotels
with the ideal means for
attracting extra business
without having to go to the
expense of creating a fixed
pier or jetty. The constant
seaboard regardless of the
state of the tide is also a
major selling point.

‘If a customer has access
to a reasonably rock-free
shoreline, he can install one
of our access pontoons and
come ashore with dry feet!’

The new 89-metre pontoon at Loch na Keal on the west coast of Mull.

Benbecula

airport

upgrade

WORK is to start this
month on a £700,000 up-
grade of Benbecula Air-
port’s terminal building and
it should be complete by
spring.

The terminal is to be ex-
tended to include a new de-
parture area, while minor
internal alterations will al-
low for a new hold and
cabin baggage x-ray ma-
chinery.

Heating, lighting and air-
conditioning within the ter-
minal will also be upgraded
with the funds which were
approved by Highlands and
Islands Airports Ltd board
last month.

Managing Director Inglis
Lyon said: ‘National Avia-
tion Security Programme
requirements have required
us to make significant in-
vestment at Islay and Wick
terminal buildings in recent
years.

‘Benbecula is the last of
our terminals that requires
upgrading to meet Depart-
ment of Transport require-
ments and to ensure that it
remains fit for purpose for
the years ahead.’

Nameplate

returns

home

FERRY company Caledo-
nian MacBrayne found hid-
den treasure in a cupboard
of its Gourock offices when
the old Loch Seaforth fer-
ry’s original name plate was
unearthed.

It is now back on the West-
ern Isles in the possession
An Lanntair arts centre in
Stornoway after being
handed back by CalMac’s
managing director Lawrie
Sinclair.

He said: ‘In many ways
we are returning the plate
back home as the ship was
held in such great esteem
and affection by the people
of the Western Isles.

‘I am sure that the plate’s
presence in the Lanntair
will provoke many a yarn.’

Loch Seaforth was the last
of two ships built by
CalMac in return for the
1938 renewal of the mail
contract.

The steamship was ear-
marked for the Mallaig-
Kyle-Stornoway route and
was built by Denny’s of
Dumbarton.

She remained in CalMac’s
service until 1973 when she
ran aground off Tiree and
was sent to be broken up in
Troon.

A model of the boat can
be seen at Museum na
Eilean in Francis Street,
Stornoway.

Tayvallich

competes to

save energy

TAYVALLICH Energy
Awareness Steering Com-
mittee (TEASC) has de-
vised an energy saving com-
petition with the prize of an
installed hot water solar
panel.

The home in Tayvallich
that uses the least amount of
energy for 12 months - the
period of the competition -
will have a hot water solar
panel worth £3,000 in-
stalled courtesy of the High-
lands and Islands Commu-
nity Energy Company.

Second and third place
homes will receive cash
prizes. Householders paid
£20 and provided their elec-
tricity meter reading on De-
cember 12.

The idea is that they will
then try to save as much
energy as possible over the
next year by reducing con-
sumption wherever they
can.

Lochaber

Enterprise

approvals

AMONG those who had
funds approved in November
by Lochaber Enterprise were:
finance to expand business:
Ron and Denise MacLennan,
Fort William, development of
business plots five and six,
Glen Nevis Business Park,
£92,000; Lochaber
Watersports Ltd,
Ballachulish, purchase of
yacht, £10,403 plus £5,603
European funding; Genuine
Games Ltd, Fort William,
business growth project,
£40,000 and £80,000 share
investment.

Pontoons hit

the jackpot

in Argyll

Apprentice Ryan

proves he’s sharp

MacLeod’s Apprentice of the Year Ryan Sharp receives his award from
director Kenny MacLeod.

MACLEOD Construction has announced
the winner of its Apprentice of the Year
award for 2005.

Ryan Sharp of Campbeltown received the
award and a £50 cheque last week from
Kenny MacLeod, director of the Lochgil-
phead-based firm.

Ryan, who is in the second year of his
bricklaying apprenticeship with MacLeod
Construction, is currently attending Clyde-
bank College. He has received excellent
reports from the college and has also
proven himself on site.

His college report states that: ‘Ryan is
possibly the most skilful apprentice in the
class.’

After receiving the award, Ryan said: ‘I

was very proud to receive the award. I en-
joy college and putting in the work, and
I’m very grateful to MacLeod Construc-
tion for giving me the opportunity to gain
the necessary qualifications to become a
full-time tradesman.’

Lochgilphead’s Robbie MacTavish and
Andrew Gatner have recently completed
their four-year apprenticeships, as has
Wayne Clark of Oban. All are now in full-
time employment with MacLeod Construc-
tion.

The company employs 20 apprentices and
trainees throughout Argyll. MacLeod Con-
struction hires apprentices in roughcasting,
plumbing, joinery, bricklaying and admin-
istration.

Mull association set up to

cover all fishing interests

OBAN High School pupils paid a visit
to Oban Scallop Gear as part of their
higher product design course, to investi-
gate new machinery used by the com-
pany.

The main attraction was their compu-
ter-operated robot used by owner Stew-

art Adams and his staff, which he says
provides production benefits and labour
saving advantages.

The major benefit of the visit for the
students was the understanding of manu-
facturing methods and opportunities that
modern engineering can offer.

Oban pupils impressed

by new machinery

Capital funding

topped up by Europe
BUSINESSES in the High-
lands and islands will ben-
efit from £500,000 of Euro-
pean Union funding ap-
proved by the Highlands
and Islands Partnership Pro-
gramme (HIPP).

The money has been
added to the Scottish Co-
investment Fund (SCF), a
pot of money that provides
investment for small busi-
nesses with equal funding
coming from selected pri-
vate sector partners.

The HIPP grant is to be
used specifically for busi-
nesses in the Highlands and
islands and to date two busi-
nesses in the Highland and
Islands Enterprise network
area have been invested in

by SCF, Aquapharm in Ar-
gyll and Albanet in Ross-
shire.

The SCF is aimed at in-
creasing the risk capital
available and therefore the
capacity for investment by
private sector investors in
small, ambitious businesses
of less than 250 employees
and net assets of less than
£16 million.

SCF works with private
sector partners, including
venture capitalist fund man-
agers and business angels,
who take responsibility for
identifying and negotiating
investment deals.

Highlands and Islands
Enterprise has been work-
ing closely with Scottish

Enterprise, which manages
the SCF, and HIPP to ensure
there is adequate funding
for SCF activities in the HIE
network area.

Jeff Foot, head of business
starts and growth team at
HIE, said: ‘This public sec-
tor fund has been used to
lever in private sector in-
vestment into new and
growing businesses, which
may have previously strug-
gled to secure funds in an
increasingly competitive
venture capital market.’

In the whole of Scotland,
since 2003, SCF has con-
tributed £12.1 million to 99
deals, which has levered in
private sector contributions
of £29.6 million.

Argyll

College’s

nursery

opening

soon

A TOTAL of 32 new
childcare places will be cre-
ated with the forthcoming
opening of a purpose-built
nursery at Argyll College
UHI near Oban.

The facility at
Dunstaffnage Learning
Centre will have places for
16 three-to-four-year olds,
10 two-to-three-year olds
and six babies, with seven
dedicated full-time staff
employed.

The new nursery section
manager for care, Rena
MacDonald, said: ‘The aim
of the new nursery is three-
fold; it will enable people
interested in pursuing
higher and further educa-
tion to overcome the current
difficulties of accessing
childcare provision in the
Oban area; it will allow Ar-
gyll College UHI to provide
an in-house nursery where
the practical elements of
childcare courses can be
undertaken; and of course,
it will also provide employ-
ment for already trained lo-
cal nursery staff.’

 Director of Argyll Col-
lege UHI Michael Breslin
said: ‘This project has taken
a great deal of effort to get
to this stage and the college
is realising a long held aim
of having a nursery facility
on our Dunstaffnage cam-
pus.

‘I would like to thank our
professional advisors for
maintaining their involve-
ment with the project, espe-
cially Stewart Meikle who
advised us on funding;
Burnet Bell, architects;
Malcolm Michie, survey-
ors; and The Argyll Partner-
ship, project managers.’

 Students at Argyll Col-
lege UHI are now able to
progress from the introduc-
tory Towards a Career in
Childcare course right
through to the BA (Hons)
Child and Youth Studies
degree and it is anticipated
that the new nursery will
add considerable value to
the student experience.

 Funding for the nursery
project was secured from
European Regional Devel-
opment Fund (ERDF), Ar-
gyll and Bute Council, Ar-
gyll and Islands Enterprise
(AIE), the Big Lottery
Fund, Surestart, Jobcentre
Plus and Community Eco-
nomic Development (CED).

The nursery will be
equipped and furnished
early this year with the
opening planned for the
spring.

FISHERMEN and fish
farmers on Mull and Iona
now have a new association
after an inaugural meeting
last week.

It aims to represent the
views of all aquaculture in-
terests and fishing and the
well-attended meeting for-
mally formed and consti-
tuted the association.

Mull and Iona Commu-
nity Trust helped the fish-
ermen and fish farmers to
set up the inaugural meet-
ing and James Hilder from
the trust chaired the inaugu-
ral meeting.

A number of issues impor-
tant to the industry were
highlighted, including the

possibility of the area being
in a marine and coastal na-
tional park and what the im-
plications of this would be
for members of the newly-
formed association and
Mull residents in general.

Scottish Natural Heritage
was represented at the meet-
ing and able to answer ques-
tions from the floor with a
short report given on the re-
cent SNH seminar on ma-
rine parks.

Also highlighted was the
emergence of Inshore Fish-
eries Groups, which are to
be set up round the coast of
Scotland, the Sound of Mull
Initiative and a regulating
order all of which the asso-

ciation’s members believe
could have an impact on
their industries.

The association heard the
content of letters to be sent
in its name to SNH and
Scottish environment min-
ister Ross Finnie, with some
small adjustments approved
from the floor.

The association also in-
tends to copy all its corre-
spondence to George Lyon
MSP for Argyll and Bute.

At the same time it was
stressed that there was a
tight  timescale for submis-
sions to the SNH as recom-
mendations on the marine
park must be with Ross
Finnie by March.

Members were told that
individual views could be
made through the SNH
website or in letters ad-
dressed directly to SNH.

The new association
hopes it will be inclusive
and have the backing of as
many full-time residents of
Mull and Iona as possible.

Committee members were
chosen to cover different
parts of the islands and the
different occupations it rep-
resents.

Committee: Robert
Lawson, Nick Turnbull,
Douglas Wilson, Paul
Gallagher, Steve Barlow,
Alistair Mackie, Geoff
Kidd, Douglas Reid.

Two new team members

at Oban’s CGL printers

Highlands

and islands

economy

growing

OCTOBER was a good
month for the Highlands and
islands economy with an es-
timated monthly output of
£407 million.

According to the latest fig-
ures in Mackay Consultants’
monthly report unemploy-
ment also fell by 264 to
4,601.

The annual growth rate of
the economy was 1.8 per
cent, just above the Scottish
average of 1.7 per cent

Tony Mackay said, in his
monthly report, there had
been good news in the private
sector including Subsea 7
winning a £28 million con-
tract at its pipeline fabrication
yard in Caithness and Camp-
beltown Creamery winning
an award for best Scottish
cheese. New investments in-
cluded £30 million for a cam-
pus at Inverness College, £20
million for a housing devel-
opment in Portree, Skye, and
approval of a £6 million grant
for Argyll air services.

Increase in

passenger

movements

AIRPORTS operated by
Highlands and Islands Air-
ports Limited (HIAL) have
recorded year on year growth,
according to recent passenger
figures.

In November 2005, a total of
90,036 passengers used the 10
HIAL-operated airports, which
resulted in a 17 per cent in-
crease on November 2004’s
total of 76,915. The eight-
month running total for the air-
ports now stands at 808,605,
and passenger figures are up by
11 per cent on the same period
of 2004/2005.

The fastest growing airport,
Tiree, saw a 24 per cent in-
crease from the same eight
months in 2004-2005. Ben-
becula was also  one of the
fastest growing airports with
a 10 per cent increase.

Passengers figures for Barra
airport showed a 5.8 per cent
increase but the biggest
monthly increase between
November 2004 and Novem-
ber 2005 of 30.1 per cent.
Campbeltown saw a 1.7 per
cent increase across the eight
months, and Islay a 0.2 per
cent increase in passengers.

Inglis Lyon, HIAL’s manag-
ing director, said: ‘We still
have much work to do in
terms of strengthening and
enhancing the region’s sched-
uled air network. Many
routes serving the Highlands
and Islands still carry rela-
tively low numbers of passen-
gers and we will continue to
work with the airlines and
other stakeholders to ensure
that they develop and are sus-
tainable in the long term.’

CLUNIE Group Ltd (CGL),
Oban, has two new additions
to its design and print team,
both of which will improve
the service available to
customers in terms of speed
and reliability.

The first addition is Karen
Nelson, production and
estimating manager, who
joined CGL in November.

She has 10 years’
experience in printing.

Originally from Edinburgh,
Karen trained at the London
College of Print and spent
several years down south in
the lithographic print industry
before coming to Oban with
her husband.

For single to multi colour
work and short run to large
volume printing and
finishing, Karen estimates the
cost to the customer and is
also in charge of the
production team, liaising
between the sales staff,
design team and print room
to ensure everything is
running on time and
according to the customer’s

wishes. To help the
production team work more
efficiently and speed up the
production process, the
second addition to the team
is a new booklet maker.

The Watkiss Vario collating
and finishing machine takes
away the need to work by
hand as the finished printed
pages are popped into the
machine which then puts
them into the right order,

ready for folding, stacking,
stitching and trimming. It
speeds up the production
process, is easy to use and can
make up to 3,000 booklets
per hour.

It is ideal for businesses like
hotels and restaurants, shops,
marketing groups and tourist
and community organisations
wishing to produce marketing
material or in-house
magazines.

Karen Nelson with the new booklet machine. t02cgl01

Oban high pupils during their visit to Oban Scallop Gear as part of their
Higher Product Design course. Pupils Kelly Michael, Andy Phillips, Chris
Tipping, Paul Smith and Jack Jaffrey with teacher Mr F McKenna, owner

Stewart Adams and his staff.
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Georgetown

Limousins

to 130p per

kilo at

Dingwall

prime sale

DINGWALL and Highland
Marts sold 58 cattle (14 bul-
locks and 44 heifers) at its
weekly prime sale at
Dingwall.

Bullocks sold to a top of
130p per kilo, £819 per
head, for a Limousin from
A and F Grant, Georgetown,
Ballindalloch to John M
Munro Ltd., Dingwall.

Heifers sold to a top of
126p for Limousins from
Messrs Bridgend Farm to
Fraser Brothers, Dingwall
and from D Hannan,
Dunvournie, to Woodhead
Brothers, Turriff, and to
£756 per head for a
Charolais cross from
Georgetown also to
Woodhead Brothers.

The company also sold
666 prime sheep with lambs
selling to a top of £51.50 per
head, 114.4p per kilo for
Texel crosses from Conon
Brae Farms to Fraser Broth-
ers.

Ewes sold to £41 for Texel
crosses from Conon Brae
Farms.

THERE have been some
wonderfully clear, frosty
nights recently - good for
stargazing, but hard for
wildlife which has to sur-
vive freezing temperatures.
For birds, feathers play a
key role in their ability to
survive the cold, providing
a highly efficient insulating
layer.

Feathers are truly remark-
able structures, which come
in many forms and serve
many functions. The flight
and body feathers have a
central shaft or quill sup-
porting the vane, which is
made up from numerous
branching fibres. These fi-
bres zip together rather like
Velcro to give the feather its
rigidity. Beneath the outer
body covering is a layer of
‘down’ feathers. These
mostly lack a shaft and their
fibres are not locked to-
gether, so creating a fluffy
layer which is so important
for reducing heat loss.

Most of our woodland and
garden birds roost at night
in sheltered places, to gain
protection from the weather

The distinctive colour and patterning of the woodcock’s wing feathers form
part of its remarkable camouflage

Nature Times

A PARTNERSHIP formed
between 11 different organi-
sations to drive agriculture
forward in Argyll and Bute
has announced its intention
to recruit its first full-time
employee, who may be
based at Campbeltown.

Argyll and Bute Agricul-
ture Forum is pressing for-
ward with its bid to help
local farmers and crofters
remain competitive at a
time of significant change
in the industry by recruit-
ing a development man-
ager to deliver the Argyll
and the Islands Agricul-
tural Strategy.

The Forum is made-up of
11 organisations and in-
cludes Argyll and Bute
Council; Argyll and the Is-
lands Enterprise (AIE); the
National Farmers Union
Scotland (NFUS); Scottish
Crofting Foundation (SCF);
the Crofters Commission;
Scottish Natural Heritage
(SNH); the Scottish Execu-
tive Rural Affairs Depart-
ment (SEERAD); Scottish
Agricultural College
(SAC); Forestry Commis-
sion Scotland; Argyll and
the Islands Rural Business
Ring and the Farming and
Wildlife Advisory Group.

The recruitment move fol-
lows the publication by the
forum of the strategy and
action plan for the future of
farming and crofting, devel-
oped by the Scottish Agri-
cultural College in close co-
operation with people ac-
tive in the industry in all
parts of the area.

Funding
Forum chairman Angus

MacFadyen said: ‘Changes
brought on by the reform of
the Common Agricultural
Policy are already affecting

farmers and crofters in Ar-
gyll and Bute.

‘Our priority since publi-
cation of the strategy has
been to recruit a manager
with experience in agricul-
ture or rural development to
take forward the actions
identified.

‘We are pleased to have
put together a funding pack-
age in a very short time and
can begin the process of fill-
ing the post.’

Argyll and Bute Agricul-
ture Forum was set up to
raise awareness of agricul-
tural issues in the area.

One of the first issues
identified was the change of
farming emphasis from pro-
duction to care of the envi-
ronment following reform
of the Common Agriculture
Policy (CAP). In livestock
producing areas like Argyll
and Bute any drop in pro-
duction would affect both
the health of the industry
and the economy of the
area.

Angus MacFadyen said:
‘Fewer animals will even-
tually mean fewer people in
agriculture unless we can
get a better return for our
product.

‘We need to re-focus our
industry to provide the
products and services that
are in demand in the 21st
century market.

‘That’s why we need a
strategy and a development
manager to implement it.’

As well as helping farm-
ers find ways to add value
to their product and inves-
tigate new sources of in-
come, the strategy includes
measures to assist them find
the information and advice
they need to reduce costs
and make the best use of

government or European
funded schemes.

Leader of Argyll and Bute
Council, Councillor Allan
Macaskill said: ‘It is a key ob-
jective of the Council’s cor-
porate strategy to bring added
value to the local economy
through diversification in the
agricultural industry.

‘The appointment of this
officer is a major step for-
ward in securing this and
we will continue to work
with the Forum in identify-
ing suitable opportunities
for the industry.’

Recognising the particular
difficulties of remoteness
for island and some main-
land communities in Argyll
and Bute the strategy has a
longer term objective of en-
suring that the infrastruc-
ture of the area is improved
in a way that benefits the
agricultural industry.

Campbeltown
SAC’s Campbeltown

based senior agricultural
consultant, Alan Minshaw
said: ‘SAC is committed to
supporting agriculture and
rural development in Ar-
gyll. Basing the rural de-
velopment manager in our
office will help us provide
this support and the person in
post will benefit from the
back up of  SAC’s resources.’

Funding for the new post
will come from Argyll and
Bute Council, NFUS, SNH,
Forestry Commission Scot-
land, SEERAD, AIE and the
European WHELK
Leader+ Programme.

The post  will be based
in the SAC Campbeltown
office, although more flex-
ible working arrangements
may be possible for a suit-
able applicant elsewhere
in Argyll.

Argyll

agri-forum

to deliver

message via

manager

and from predators. The
feathers are fluffed out to
increase the degree of insu-
lation. In very severe
weather birds such as wrens
will cluster closely together,
overcoming their usual soli-
tary tendencies!

Some bird species remain
hidden during the day and
are mainly active between
dusk and dawn, even in
winter. The best chance of
seeing them is by moon-
light, or in car headlights.
Owls are well known exam-
ples, but I had the good for-
tune to see another noctur-
nal bird when driving home
last night - a woodcock. It
scuttled out of the ditch into
my headlights as I came up
the drive, before flitting
away.

The woodcock has a very
distinctive appearance, with
a long beak, plump body
and very short tail. The
plumage is finely patterned
in brown, black and white,
with dark bands across the
top of the head. The latter
is a useful distinguishing
feature from the snipe

which is superficially simi-
lar, though smaller, but has
lengthwise stripes on its
head.

I was reminded of a sur-
prise finding, nearly a year
ago, of some feathers high
on a hillside in Glen Roy.
They were very strikingly
marked in chestnut and
black, as seen here, and I
later identified them as
woodcock feathers. How
they got there I don’t know
- perhaps a bird of prey or a
fox - but it is the colours and
patterns of these feathers
which enable the woodcock
to blend in so well to the
woodland floor, where it
often roosts during the day.

Woodcocks feed mainly
at night, probing damp
ground for worms, insect
larvae and other soil ani-
mals with their long flex-
ible-tipped beaks. They
often feed in open glades
and adjacent fields, but
when the ground becomes
frozen hard for long peri-
ods they may move to
milder areas.
Highland Darter

Dunmaglass

Charolais to

£838 at

Dingwall

DINGWALL and Highland
Marts sold 61 cattle (39 bul-
locks and 22 heifers) at its
weekly prime sale last
week.

Bullocks sold to a top of
133p per kilo for a
Limousin from A Moore
(Drummond) Ltd. to John
M Munro Ltd., Dingwall,
and to £838 per head for a
Charolais cross from
Dunmaglass Estate Partner-
ship to Woodhead Brothers,
Turriff.

Heifers sold to a top of
130p per kilo for a
Limousin from E W Fettes,
Braes of Enzie, to Fraser
Brothers, and to £781 per
head for a Charolais cross
from C Fraser anmd Son,
Shantullich, to John M
Munro Ltd.

The  478 prime sheep sold
to a top of £49 per head,
108.9p per kilo for Beltex
crosses from Conon Brae
Farms to Fraser Brothers.

Minke whales washed up on Islay beach

FOLLOWING on the suc-
cess of the Skye Sheep
event held last October at
Dunvegan, the Scottish
Crofting Foundation (SCF)
is  joining with the Scottish
Agricultural College (SAC)
to present an open day for
livestock producers, this
time focussing on the beef
sector.

 The event, which is made
possible by support from
the European Social Fund
through the Highlands and
Islands Partnership Pro-
gramme, aims to demon-

Skye Sheep success prompts

organisers to focus on beef
strate best practice in store
cattle production in the
crofting areas.

The day’s programme will
include sessions on winter-
ing and feeding options,
breeding replacement stock,
selection of terminal sires,
production for the market
place, cattle health issues
and estimated breeding val-
ues.

SCF Skye and Lochalsh
area chairman John Laing
said: ‘The sheep event we
ran in conjunction with the
SAC in October was very

popular and demonstrated a
real enthusiasm for looking
at what we are doing and
trying to enhance our live-
stock production.

‘In this area, we produce
very highly regarded store
cattle and this event is about
maximising the returns to
croft and farm businesses
perhaps by making small
adjustments to breeding or
feeding regimes, perhaps by
keeping up-to-date with de-
veloping technology or
market desires.

‘Everyone is welcome to

attend what should be a very
useful day.”

Siobhan Macdonald from
SAC said:‘There are many
ideas, old and new, that can
either cut costs, improve
output or make life easier,
and even all three at once.

‘SkyeBeef not only pro-
vides good speakers and
useful information but it
brings everyone together.

‘Farmers at similar events
have commented that being
able to discuss what’s af-
fecting your business and
finding out what can be

done to improve matters is
a great way to give you the
inspiration and confidence
to change.’

 SkyeBeef will take place
on Saturday March 4  at
Saasaig, Sleat courtesy of
Donald John MacInnes.

To assist with arrange-
ments crofters and farmers
are invited to register in ad-
vance.  Registration for the
event can be done by con-
tacting Donald Murdie on
01851 612484 or by
e m a i l i n g
Donald@crofting.org.

A WHITE-TAILED (sea)
eagle born on the Isle of
Mull last summer has sur-
prised conservationists by
taking a Christmas break
over the Irish Sea in County
Antrim, Northern Ireland.

Known as ‘Valiant’, after
his ‘V’ marked wing-tag, to
people on Mull, the young
eagle is only in his first year
and still earning his wings
as one of Britain’s most im-
pressive and formidable
bird of prey.

Like most adventurous
youngsters however, he
seemed keen explore the
world, even if it did mean
spending Christmas away
from Scotland’s other
young sea eagles - and his
family.

Young Mull sea eagle

lands in Northern Ireland

A late developer and not
fledging until August last
summer, some time after the
other eight young eagles on
Mull, the intrepid eagle ex-
plorer was still staying close
to his parents up until De-
cember 4, when it’s thought
severe winter weather may
have aided his overseas trip
to Northern Ireland.

He was spotted by locals
in Altnahinch on the Antrim
Plateau, County Antrim,
who saw his wing tag and
noted it down.

Valiant’s festive vacation
shows that is it often third
time lucky in nature, after

his parents lost their chicks
and eggs in two earlier nest-
ing attempts due to heavy
rain - a tragedy captured in
the Gordon Buchanan BBC
Natural World film ‘Eagle
Island’ based on Mull,
shown in 2005.

A distant sighting in recent
days on the Isle of Mull sug-
gests that Valiant may now
have returned to Scotland. So
what of his next adventure?

Royal Society for the Pro-
tection of Birds (RSPB)
Scotland’s Mull officer,
Dave Sexton, said: ‘Valiant
was a bit of a late developer
but he certainly went for it

over the Christmas break.
Although he was a long way
from home, wandering is
what young sea eagles do
best and I’m sure that he
would have found plenty of
food, sustenance and shel-
ter in his new temporary lo-
cation, as well as new sights
and sounds on his holiday
jaunt.

‘If he has returned to
Scotland he would prob-
ably have come back via
Kintyre, Islay and Jura so
if anyone has seen him en
route, or any other wing
tagged sea eagle, please let
the RSPB know.’

One of Mull’s young sea eagles has found its way to Ireland Picture - Iain Erskine

FERAL pigeons could carry
the main threat to the UK’s
poultry population if bird
‘flu arrives in this country.

According to the British
Pest Control Association
(BPCA), if avian ‘flu breaks
out in the UK it is likely to
be spread by commensal
feral birds such as feral pi-
geons, rather than by do-
mestic poultry as appears to
be the case with confirmed
outbreaks elsewhere.

This view is based on the
fact that most of the chicken
production in the UK is by
intensive farming, with little
risk of exposure to wild birds.

If avian flu is introduced
it is likely to be to the feral
pigeon population via mi-
grating wild fowl. This
could then spread from bird
to bird in close-living urban
flocks of feral pigeons. It is
well known already that fe-
ral pigeons spread a variety
of potentially fatal diseases,
including ‘flu like diseases
such as ornithosis.

The avian influenza virus
can be spread through in-
gestion or inhalation and, as
with other pigeon transmit-
ted diseases, can remain vi-
able in droppings for pro-
longed periods.

Pigeon infestation in and
around buildings leads to
accumulations of droppings
within areas such as roof
voids and light wells that
could harbour these dis-
eases. The removal of such
potentially harmful drop-
pings should be carried out
by specialists who are able
to remove them safely.  To
help minimize the risk of an
outbreak spreading, proof-
ing systems can be installed
to reduce or eliminate infes-
tations.

Local authorities are al-
ready using legislation to
enforce clearance of areas
where significant populations
of pigeons are found where
the public has little choice but
to pass through, such as un-
der railway bridges, the en-
trances to shopping centres,
car parks and stations.

Pigeons

could carry

main bird

‘flu threat

A HUSTINGS meeting will
be held in the Tarbert Ho-
tel, Tarbert on the afternoon
of Friday, January 20 when
the Argyll and Islands
Branch of the National
Farmers Union Scotland
(NFUS) will discuss the
three nominations forward
for the two posts of Union
vice-president.

The nominations are from
Combinable Crops Com-
mittee Chairman David
Houghton, current Vice
President Bob Howat and
Milk Committee Vice
Chairman Jim McLaren.

David Houghton is aged
54 and farms 750 acres near

Invergordon in Ross-shire.
He has served two terms as
president of the old Easter
Ross Area of NFUS.  He has
been a member of several
committees, most recently
the Combinable Crops
Committee and he is now
coming to the end of a five-
year period as its chairman.

Bob Howat is 46, owns a
hill farm in the Borders and
runs a tenanted unit in Fife
in partnership with his wife.

A former chairman of
NFU Scotland’s Selkirk
Branch and a member of the
Borders Area Committee,
Bob was also chairman of
the Less Favoured Areas

Committee.  Bob is cur-
rently NFUS Vice Presi-
dent, a position he has held
since February 2003.

Jim McLarenis 38 and  is
a mixed arable and dairy
farmer, with 130 Holstein
Friesian cows.

Jim has served on the Milk
Committee since 1999, hold-
ing the position of chairman
in 2003. He was also chair-
man of Crieff Branch and is
currently vice chairman of
the Milk Committee.

NFUS President John
Kinnaird is currently serving
his second and final two-year
term.  The position will be
subject to election in 2007.

Argyll meeting for NFUS election

TWO MINKE whales have
been found dead on the
beach at Killinallan, near
Portnahaven, on Islay.

Although the whale is
commonly sighted off the
island it is thought to be as
long as 14 years since the
last one to come ashore
dead.

The whales were found on
the beach by Janey Hanlon
and boyfriend Andy Ferrier.

One of the whales is a
newborn calf which still had
its umbilical cord attached.

The other, is an 18-foot
female but is thought to be
too small to be the mother
of the calf as females do not

become sexually mature un-
til they are at least 22 feet
long. However, staff at the
Scottish Agricultural Col-
lege said it would be an ex-
traordinary coincidence if
the two whales washed up
together were not related.

It is also believed the
small size of the calf may

have contributed to its
death. The average size of
an adult Minke whale is 25
to 30 feet (nearly eight me-
tres) and can weigh up to
seven-and-a-half tonnes. The
largest Minke whale recorded
was 35 feet long and weighed
nine-and-a-half tonnes.

A newborn calf will weigh

around 1,000 lbs and is nine
feet in length.

Minke whales have a life
expectancy of around 20
years and it is thought there
is a world population of
800,000 at the moment.
They are very noisy making
sounds up to 150 decibels,
as loud as a jet taking off.

Andy Ferrier and Maggie beside one of the Minke whales. Picture - Janey Hanlon
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Scotland’s No. 1

WIRE, STOCK FENCING,

BARBED, HIGH TENSILE,

MILD STEEL : BEST PRICES

TIMBER DIRECT

FROM OUR SAWMILL

Depots throughout Scotland
Delivery available

For a competitive quote

please

call

COVENTRY
for FENCING

HONDA 450TRX

new 2000, very good condition,

ready for use, maintained

regardless of cost from new

£1500 plus VAT.

Telephone 01880 770232

COWAL

TEXELS

have for sale four

Texel gimmers, in

lamb to top Texel

rams (due to lamb

February).

MV and EAE

accredited.

Reasonably priced.

Telephone

01301 703457

or 07768 647180

BEN NEVIS

AUCTION MART

FRIDAY 20TH JANUARY 2006 - Store

and breeding sheep, cast rams etc.

DINGWALL & HIGHLAND

MARTS LIMITED

Tel: 01349 863252  Ben Nevis 01397

701155  www.dingwallmart.co.uk
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Police files

Transport group wins

top national award

Members of Hitrans pictured with the award for Scottish Regional Transport Partnership of 2005.

HITRANS, the strategic
transport partnership for the
Highlands and Islands, has
won the award for Scottish
Regional Transport Partner-
ship of 2005.

The award, presented at
the Scottish Transport
awards dinner in Edinburgh
last week, recognised the
partnership’s ‘public trans-
port initiative’, a pro-
gramme of improvements to
the public transport infra-
structure in the region.

Since 2003 HITRANS has
spent £10.5 million on a
progamme of work with
four strategic themes; ac-
cess, information, protec-
tion and connection.

Access
Highland Council says

that although the Highlands
and islands had fallen be-
hind the rest of Scotland in
respect of accessible public
transport, over the past three
years HITRANS had spent
£2.5 million on 45 low floor
buses improving access for
the elderly and disabled at
bus stops, ferry terminals
and railway stations.

A council spokesman
said: ‘Good information is
crucial to attract people
from cars to public trans-
port.

‘HITRANS has spent
£750,000 on wayside infor-
mation at bus stops and
electronic signs for ad-
vanced roadside ferry infor-
mation.

‘Electronic information
panels at bus stops telling
passengers how long before
the bus arrives are to be pro-
vided in Inverness city cen-
tre and Campbeltown. The
latter is the first in Scotland
to test real-time information
on a long-distance, low fre-
quency coach route.

Safety
‘Personal safety is vital to

raise confidence in public
transport. HITRANS has
spent £350,000 on CCTV
and better lighting at bus
and rail stations and has as-
sisted operators with on-
board security cameras.’

Most funding from
HITRANS, £6.9 million,
has been devoted to improv-
ing infrastructure, including
300 bus shelters on the main
bus corridors and terminals
and  modernising transport
interchanges in some of the
main regional centres;
Dunoon, Fort William,
Stromness, Stornoway,
Kirkwall, Lochmaddy,
Portree, Aviemore and
Leverburgh.

Funding has helped to
fund the ‘Invernet’ rail com-
muter service extension
from Inverness to Lairg and
the Inverness airport bus
route.

Award
Councillor Charlie King,

chairman of  HITRANS,
said: ‘I am delighted that
our work over the past three
years has been recognised

by this award. Our intention
is to keep up the good work
in the future.’

The newly-established
Highlands and Islands Re-
gional Transport Partner-
ship, which is to replace
HITRANS, recently met for
the first time.

It is to operate in a shadow
capacity until April 1 this
year when it will be made a
statutory body.

It will formally take over
from HITRANS, which has

operated for the last five
years, as a voluntary asso-
ciation of local authorities,
local development agencies
and public transport compa-
nies to co-ordinate and plan
transport throughout the
Highlands and slands.

Transport
The regional transport

partnership comprises rep-
resentatives from Highland,
Moray, Orkney, Comhairle
nan Eilean Siar and Argyll
and Bute councils.

The partnership may ap-
point, with the approval of
Scottish ministers, up to
three other members drawn
from organisations with
community or transport in-
terests.

The partnership’s initial
task is to submit a regional
transport strategy for its
area by March 31 2007
which will form the basis of
future expenditure on trans-
port.

Charlie King added: ‘I am

pleased that the new part-
nership will take over from
HITRANS with much of the
expertise and information
built up in the last five years
transferring to it.

Enthusiasm
‘HITRANS is widely rec-

ognised as a model for part-
nership groupings and the
fact we are the first new
partnership to meet demon-
strates the enthusiasm of the
councils to continue to work
together.’

Car damaged

SOMETIME between
Friday December 30 and
11am on Monday January
2, a car was damaged while
parked at Altour Gardens,
Spean Bridge.

Boat theft

SOMETIME between 3pm
on Monday December 26
and Wednesday January 4,
a boat moored at Corpach
Basin on the Caledonian
Canal was entered and
items removed.

Sign

damaged

SOMETIME during the
Christmas break a sign was
damaged at Lochyside
Primary School, Fort
William.

Tools stolen

TOOLS and equipment
were stolen from a locked,
steel container at a
construction site at
Arivegaig in Acharachle.

The theft occured during
the Christmas break,
sometime between
Thursday December 22 and
Wednesday January 4 2006.

Recording

equipment

stolen

ABOUT 4pm on
Wednesday January 4,
sound recording equipment
was stolen from Nevis
Range, Aonach Mor,
Torlundy.

Window broken

ABOUT 9.20pm on Friday
January 6 a window of a
house at Glenkingie Street,
Caol, was damaged.

Caol Community

Centre

vandalised

SOMETIME between 5pm
on Friday January 6 and
4pm on Saturday January 7
three windows of Caol
Community Centre were
damaged.
� ANYONE with know-
ledge of these incidents is
asked to contact Fort
William Police Station on
01397 702361 or the
confidential line on 01397
702000.

Members of the public
may also report any
crime/offence or anything
suspicious by phoning
Crimestoppers on 0800
555111.

A KINLOCHLEVEN man
who head-butted one police
officer and told another that
he hoped his son died of
AIDS was fined £550 at
Fort William Sheriff Court
last week.

Four police constables
arrived at Ian Morris’s
house at 1.05am on October
21 2005 after an incident in
Kinlochleven a few hours
earlier which left a man in
hospital after an alleged
assault.

Morris, aged 48, of 14
Appin Road, pled guilty to
assaulting PC Alan
McCaffrey and headbutting
him.

He also admitted resisting

arrest and struggling
violently with PC
McCaffrey and his
colleague when they were
trying to arrest him.

Sheriff Edward Savage
heard that PC Alan
McCaffrey and his
colleague had knocked on
Morris’s front door but had
initially been refused entry
before the accused began
shouting at them through
his living room window.

PC McCaffrey said: ‘We
clearly weren’t welcome.

‘It was just a continual
volley of f-words and abuse.

‘He was flaring up and
then calming down.’

The officers arrested

Morris and attempted to
take him to the police van
but in the struggle PC
McCaffrey was headbutted.

David MacNeill,
defending Morris, asked PC
McCaffrey if he knew there
was a seven-year-old child
in his client’s household at
the time the police knocked
at the door.

Mr MacNeill said: ‘The
household was asleep when
you came banging on the
door.  Were there not
officers banging on the back
door? Were you not
shouting ‘Open the f-ing
door?’

PC McCaffrey replied:
‘Certainly not.’

PC McCaffrey’s colleague
told the court that Morris
said to him: ‘I know your
children, they go to the
same school as mine. I hope
your son dies of AIDS.’

Procurator Fiscal Alison
Wyllie asked PC
McCaffrey’s colleague why
the officers had arrived at
Morris’s house at the time
they did.  He said that the
police had not been
informed of the incident
until late evening and its
seriousness, which had left
a man hospitalised, had
seen them go to the
accused’s house to arrest
Morris.

‘We had reason to believe

he [Morris] was connected
to that incident,’ said PC
McCaffrey’s colleague.

Mr MacNeill told Sheriff
Savage that his client is ‘a
highly strung man’.

‘He accepts that he did
resist arrest although he
doesn’t remember head-
butting the officer but
accepts the officer did
suffer,’ said Mr MacNeill.

Sheriff Savage told Morris
that his actions were
‘clearly unacceptable’.

The Sheriff fined Morris
£300 for assaulting PC
McCaffrey and £250 for
struggling with the police
when they were trying to
arrest him.

Isles MP seeks

Euro funding

assurances A TOP young piper from
Skye has received a new set
of pipes from a fund set up
in the memory of the late
First Minister Donald
Dewar.

Angus Nicolson, aged 20,
from Kilmore in Sleat, was
able to buy a set of
handmade Fred Morrison
reelpipes for £1,600 after
receiving the funds to do so
from the Dewar Arts
Awards Scheme.

The fund gives money to
talented young Scots in any
art form who have
outstanding ability but
limited resources. Angus
was nominated for the
scheme by Mhairi Hall, his
lecturer at the Benbecula
campus of Lews Castle
College where he studied an
HNC in Music
Performance.

Angus said his new pipes
offered a better sound and
complemented other

Sleat piper Angus Nicolson.

Skye man’s new bagpipes

thanks to Donald Dewar

instruments very well.  He
has won prizes at both the
Northern Meeting and the
MacGregor Memorial

Competition. More than £½
million has already been
awarded to youngsters
through the scheme.

SCOTTISH Nationalist MP
Angus MacNeil has written
to Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer Gordon Brown
seeking assurances that the
government will meet a Eu-
ropean funding shortfall in
Scotland, and in particular
in his constituency, Na h-
Eileanan an Iar (Western
Isles).

Mr MacNeil states in a let-
ter to Mr Brown: ‘We are
able to see clearly from the
European Commission pro-
posals what Scotland
should be eligible for,
though I am concerned that
EU funding for Scotland
may fall victim to unin-
tended consequences of the
lowering of the UK abate-
ment,’ said Mr MacNeil.

Mr MacNeil argues that
the Scottish Executive as-
sumes that the final budget
deal agreed by the UK gov-
ernment is 25 per cent less
than the European Commis-
sion’s proposed budget to-
tal of 1,025 billion euros.

He added: ‘Thus the allo-
cation for Scotland over
seven years could mean:
£532.5 million for Scotland
as a whole, £177.5m less
than the commission pro-

posal; £157.5m for High-
lands and Islands, £52m
less; £375m for Lowland
Scotland, £125 less - a total
loss to Scotland of £354.5m
from the commission’s
original proposal.

Mr MacNeil said: ‘Given
that the Scottish Executive
has regularly claimed to
have received assurances
from the Treasury that UK
resources would make good
any losses occasioned by
the UK negotiating stance
in the European Council ne-
gotiations, it is vital that the
Treasury will be making
good the shortfall, and that
this funding will be in ad-
dition to the Scottish block.

‘As a Member of Parlia-
ment for the Highlands and
Islands this is of particular
importance to my constitu-
ents considering the impor-
tance of regional develop-
ment funding to island com-
munities.’

Man head-butted police officer

email lochaberlines@obantimes.co.uk

IT’S OLD New Year’s Day today but members of
Lochaber Burns Club, which has been honouring the Bard
for 110 years, will be keeping their powder dry for their
annual supper in the Alexandra Hotel on Friday January
27 at 7.30pm for 8pm.

President Philip Nolan and his committee have, after
protacted negotiations and arm-twisting blackmail,
produced a strong line-up of local speakers. Proposing
‘The Immortal Memory’ is Sandy Henry and toasting ‘The
Land We Live In’ will be Graham Brooks. Father Roddy
Johnston and John MacLennan provide the ‘Toast To The
Lassies’ and a suitable reply.

An unbroken link with the formative years of the club
will be maintained when retired chemist Sandy
MacFarlane takes his seat for his 44th supper. As you will
read, 100 years ago Sandy’s grandfather, Peter, was made
twice vice president of Lochaber Burns Club.

Tickets, priced £20, are on sale at the hotel and members
and friends are advised to pick up their briefs without
delay as the supper is once again heading for a sell-out.

� � �

THERE were, without doubt, many pints sunk last
Saturday evening in the rugby club to mark the 60th
birthday of club stalwart, taxi driver and raconteur
Ron Cameron.

However, there wouldn’t have been a yard-of-ale
quaffed thanks to Ron’s helpful intervention at the
Boxing Day post-match celebrations. It had taken
Charlie Donaldson 10 minutes to set up the yard-of-
ale competition because of interventions and
interjections from the boisterous young men. As he
gained control and a hush descended, Ron pushed a
chair forward and insisted that competitor number one
should stand thereon. Unfortunately he smashed the
yard of glass, the only one in the clubhouse, bringing
the frivolities to a premature end.

On the grounds of confidentiality, a spokesman for
Belford Hospital refused to confirm how many rugby
players had been brought in with splinters in their
tongues after the clubhouse floor became awash with
beer. A further bit of bad luck for the club came last
Friday as members were ready to set off for Shetland
to fulfil a league fixture. At the last minute a prop,
who hails from Arisaig, had to pull out and according
to the rules they could not play without this important
cog in the scrum. We profess to know little about the
oval game but we do know there is no shortage of props
in Arisaig and a call to Arisaig Marine could have had
the lads sailing to Shetland.

� � �

WE HAVE often thought that Treslaig crofters have got
money to burn - and now we have the proof.

Charlie was up in Inverness for a shopping spree and
treated himself to a new piece-bag for work. Back home,
he emptied his old bag and threw it on the fire. As the
flames roared up the chimney, Dorothy entered the room
and remarked on the heat coming from the fire. ‘Aye, it’s
my old bag,’ said Charlie. Dorothy took a closer look.
‘Did you check the side pocket, Charlie?’ she ventured.
There was just time for Charlie to see his wallet, cash,
credit cards and driving licence go up in smoke.

� � �

DURING the Christmas holidays, a young local boy
was treated to football training at Glasgow Rangers’
training complex at Murray Park.

Unfortunately the event was cancelled because of frost
but former Rangers and Scotland legend John Greig,
who might have been good enough to get a game with
Argyll Rovers, went out of his way to make up for the
disappointment. Looking at the youngster’s brother
he asked: ‘Why did you not want to train with us?’
The brave nine-year-old said: ‘I’m a Celtic supporter!’

After threatening him with a playful cuff, the Ibrox
PR man said, with an obvious reference to their current
league position: ‘Don’t worry son, you’re not alone. I
think half our first team are Celtic supporters.’

� � �

WE RECENTLY took a cheap shot at shinty referees’
inability to cover every blade of grass when writing about
Joe Taylor’s proposal for a minimum and maximum length
of grass on a shinty pitch.

To prove that the men in black do not hold a grudge and
have a sense of humour, top referee Donald Fraser has
been in touch with a couple of refereeing stories.

John Henderson was officiating at a match in Foyers
with his loyal goal judges Duffy Flannigan and Bobby
MacLeod who collectively were known as ‘The Three
Muskateers’. In an amazing turnaround the home team,
Boleskine, won by seven goals to six after being five goals
down at half-time. As John walked into the bar of the
Foyers Hotel for a post match refreshment he remarked
to his colleagues: ‘Well that was a game of two halves.’

Quick as a flash Duffy said: ‘Aye and mine’s a Bells,’
before Bobby quipped: ‘And make mine a Grouse.’

Donald was driving the late, great Willie Batchen to a
shinty match and swapping refereeing tales. Willie
reckoned Ballachulish was a tough assignment and
recalled being hit on the head by a handbag at the end of
a fierce match. ‘It would have been sore,’ ventured Donald.
‘It was,’ said Willie, ‘she had a half bottle in it.’

Lochaber Past Times - from the
archives of The Oban Times

100 years ago
A SUCCESSFUL application to the town council from
the Rev G M MacLean was made asking for authority to
make one fresh connection with the water main to supply
power for driving an organ engine for the Duncansburgh
Parish Church.

Colin Young, Gordon Villa, Fort William, won several
first prizes at the Greenock Canine Society’s Show with
his Scottish and West Highland Terriers. It is gratifying to
observe that although Mr Young has sent to America his
winning dogs ‘Quiraing’ and ‘Coruisk’ - two of the best
Scotties seen for a long time - his kennels are as strong as
they have ever been.

On New Year’s Day at Bracara a shinty match took place
between Bracara and Morar. Shortly after the game,
witnessed by a large crowd, had started Lord Lovat and
Father MacCrae arrived at the ground and took part in the
game. The successful side, captained by Neil Gillies, was
much indebted to Lord Lovat’s skillfulness for their
victory.

Lochaber Burns Club met on Monday evening and
appointed Mr C Livingston and Mr P MacFarlane as
president and vice president respectively.

It was decided to celebrate the anniversary of the birth
of Burns by dining together within the Caledonian Hotel
on the 25th inst. when the Rev H MacKenzie will propose
the toast of ‘The Immortal Memory’.

40 years ago
IT WAS announced that for the first time the Scottish Six
Days Trial would end in Fort William on the Saturday.

In past years, riders left Fort William on the Saturday
morning for a finish in Edinburgh. The trial is still
scheduled to start in the capital.

It may have been the start of the year but tourism was
high on the agenda. Mr J U MacInnes, tourist organiser,
was off to the ‘Scotland for Holidays’ exhibition in
Birmingham to sell Fort William and Lochaber to the
English.

Highland

schools

closed

TWO PRIMARY schools in
Lochaber were closed for
several days this week for
different reasons.

Inverie Primary School was
closed because of a power cut
in the school after an
electricity cable was reported
as broken.

A burst boiler meant that
Lochcarron Primary School
was closed on Tuesday,
January 10. The school is due
to re-open tomorrow
(Friday).

AN EXTRA £1 million has
been added to funds for the
Highland Year of Culture in
2007 which will now kick
off on the Old New Year.

EventScotland will
provide the funds to support
the specific events aimed at
bringing people from all
over the world.

It made the decision after
the company behind
Edinburgh’s Hogmanay
celebrations, Unique
Events, assessed the
potential for international
events to raise the profile of
the year-long programme.

Among the events
occurring within the year
will be the Royal National

Mod in Lochaber, the 100th
Camanachd Cup Final and
the World Championship
Highland Games.

The year will officially
begin on January 12 2007,
the date on which the Old
New Year was celebrated as
it marked the end of the year
before the change to the
Gregorian calendar in the
18th century.

Alison Magee, chairman
of Highland 2007, said:
‘This added support from
EventScotland as part of the
commitment from the
Scottish Executive will give
a significant boost to the
Highland 2007 team when
attracting events to the event

area. The Old New Year is
still significant for many
people in the Highlands
giving special meaning to
the choice of January 12 for
the launch of this exciting
year.  I am particularly
pleased that the opening
event for Highland 2007
will be the first to benefit
from this fund.’

EventScotland’s David
Williams said: ‘We are
delighted to announce
additional support of £1m to
the year long celebrations of
Highland culture in 2007.
This demonstrates our
commitment to promoting
Highland culture to an
international audience.’

Extra £1 million for 2007

Highland Year of Culture

Appin hotel

sold for over

£400,000

THE STEWART Hotel in
Appin now has new owners
after being sold for over
£400,000.

Alan and Jo Hogg from the
south of England plan to de-
velop and improve the hotel
which is well established in
the traditional, private and
small coaching market.

Set in its own four-acre
grounds, the hotel includes a
lounge bar, dining room and
26 bedrooms.

‘The Stewart Hotel has
many of the features sought
by independent buyers,’ said
Adam Lansdown, of selling
agents Colliers Robert Barry.

Argyll projects given

share of EU funding
THREE Argyll projects
have received a share of
more than £6 million of Eu-
ropean funds to develop
construction skills training,
to provide training to im-
prove employability and to
provide a new building for
a rural theatre group.

More than 65 projects in
the area are due to receive a
mixture of European Re-
gional Development Fund-
ing, European Social Fund-
ing, and European Agricul-
tural Guidance and Guaran-
tee Funding. Among these
are three Argyll projects;
Argyll Construction Train-
ing Centre, Mull Theatre,
and Argyll and Bute Serv-
ice Sector and Social

Economy Capacity Build-
ing Programme.

The Argyll Construction
Training Centre has been
awarded £346,100 to estab-
lish a centre where people
can be trained in construc-
tion skills. It is designed to
overcome problems of
training in the building in-
dustry, especially among
small firms.

It will initially concentrate
on joinery and brickwork
apprenticeships with other
trades to be added.

Mull Theatre, based in
Dervaig, which produces
plays for rural communities
in Argyll and the Highlands
and islands and city venues,
and hosts a selection of

touring productions, re-
ceived £200,000 of Euro-
pean funding. It will be
spent on new, larger
premises on a woodland site
10 miles outside Tober-
mory, which will include re-
hearsal rooms, scenery
workshops, storage areas,
and office accommodation
for fund raising, marketing
and administration.

Argyll and Bute Service
Sector and Social Economy
Capacity Building Pro-
gramme - which provides
training and work experi-
ence in administration, call
centres, community work
and care to increase partici-
pants employability - has
been granted £60,837.

Arisaig water to

flow by April

A Scottish Water spokes-
man told The Oban Times
this week: ‘Our guys take
quite a precautionary
method. They’d rather they
said no at the time than try
and squeeze as much water
out of the supply and find
out there isn’t enough.  We
did not want to raise false
hopes’

The spokesman said vari-
ous community and busi-
ness schemes had ‘swal-
lowed up’ the water from
the water treatment works
since it was opened.

 He said: ‘We have always
been keen to explore short-
term solutions and follow-
ing an investigation are now
confident that we can pro-
vide an additional 20 con-
nections once the appropri-
ate leakage work is com-
pleted.

‘The initial survey work
has been completed and we
expect the remedial work to
start in the coming weeks
with a view to having it
complete by April.  The
work will be worth approxi-
mately £30,000.’

SCOTTISH Water has said
it ‘did not want to raise false
hopes’ when it told commu-
nity councillors that it
couldn’t provide water for
a proposed housing devel-
opment of 20 homes near
Arisaig Marina.

Lochaber Housing Asso-
ciation is in the process of
buying land above the ma-
rina with the intention of
building the houses which
are urgently needed in the
area.

The water company told
Arisaig and District Com-
munity Council last Sep-
tember the Mallaig water
treatment works, which
opened in 2001, was oper-
ating at full capacity.

 Scottish Water then
claimed it could be up to
nine years before water
could be provided for the
houses because of budget
constraints.  But after com-
munity and political pres-
sure the company says it is
now in a position to carry
out a programme of work by
redirecting water leaking
from the pipeline.
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PROPERTY TO LET

Abacus Building, 8 High Street, Oban
Argyll, PA34 4BG                DX OB 12

Telephone (01631) 566771
Fax 01631 564011

NEW TO MARKET  :  FOR SALE
11 ORCHY GARDENS, OBAN, PA34 4JR

This is a well appointed
modern semi-detached
bungalow with lovely
open view to Glen-
shellach Hills and partial
views to Kerrera,
Lismore and Morvern.
Accommodation comprises: Hall, Lounge, Dining-
Room/Kitchen, 2 Bedrooms, Study and Bathroom.
Large Garden to rear.

Visit our website at www.ethornton.co.uk

PLOT FOR SALE
ARDNAMURCHAN AREA

Fully serviced, in quiet peaceful setting

For further details please contact

telephone 0141 5701623
or E-mail mairi.tait@ntlworld.com

COTTAGE TO LET
SPEAN BRIDGE
near Fort William

Fully furnished
cottage on farm

Two Bedrooms, Large
Kitchen and Lounge,
Oil Central Heating

Minimum six months to
one year let

£500 per month
Further details telephone

01397 712032 or mobile
07748 207405

FOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE

LARGE

FFFFFARMHOUSEARMHOUSEARMHOUSEARMHOUSEARMHOUSE

ANDANDANDANDAND

OOOOOUTBUILDINGSUTBUILDINGSUTBUILDINGSUTBUILDINGSUTBUILDINGS

NEAR
INVERNESS

Telephone

01877 385 280

FOR SALE

GLASDRUM
FORT WILLIAM

TWO-BEDROOM HOUSE
Lounge/Dining Room, Fitted Kitchen, Bathroom

with Shower, Double-Glazing
 Total Control Heating

Sale to include carpets, curtains and light fittings

Offers over £85,000
Enquiries to 01397 772 000 or 07881555819

MacPhee &

Partners

Tel: 01631 565251

Fax: 01631 565434

www.macphee.co.uk

property@macphee.co.uk

MacPhee & Partners

8 George Street

Oban, Argyll

PA34 5SB

19 TOBERONOCHY
ISLE OF LUING

Price Guide:
 £95,000

Opportunity To
Buy Island Home

Refurbished
Terraced Cottage
With Spectacular

Views
1 Bedroom, Lounge/Kitchen
Shower Room
Floored Attic Space

Queens

Hotel,

Oban

•Picturesque hotel available with 41 en-suite bedrooms
•Considered to have the best waterfront location in town!
•Close to town centre
•Restaurant and lounge/bar area

For further information on the sale of this property please contact:
London Edinburgh Swallow Group, Property Marketing, 5th Floor,

Meadow House, Medway Street, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1HL
Telephone: 0870 774 7254 or 0870 774 7268    Fax: 0870 950 1716

PROPERTY WANTED

WANTED
PLOT OF

LAND
with O.P.P., or

PROPERTY IN
RURAL LOCATION

25-mile radius of
OBAN

Cash buyer
Telephone

01546 870358

Excellent views �  Close to town centre
Sales Telephone: (01397) 702272
E-mail: property@glasdrum.com

GLASDRUM

DEVELOPMENT

FORT WILLIAM

Three to six-bedroom
houses
built to
individual
requirements

COMMERCIAL

PAUL Nicoll, a director of solicitors and estates

agents D. M. MacKinnon, assesses the property

trends in Argyll during 2005.

THE end of December
brought to a close a year
which saw an upsurge in
house prices in Argyll.
After the weather, property

values have become the most
talked about subject in daily
conversations. Encouraging
the steady rise in the cost of
houses have been a plethora
of TV programmes which
hold out the prospect of
untold riches as everyone
becomes a stakeholder in a
property-owning democracy.

Economics
The property market is

probably one of the most
pure markets and in basic
terms follows the simple
rules of economics matching
supply with demand.

When supply is short and
the demand is high property
prices will rise and conversely
when conditions prevail in
the opposite direction
propertyprices will fall.

Difficult
Striking a balance is very

difficult to achieve and the
property market has rarely
managed it over the last 30
years.

Whilst the Nationwide
Building Society is
forecasting a modest increase
in property prices over the
next 12 months, my own
professional body, The Royal
Institution of Chartered

Property trends in Argyll

Surveyors, paints a less rosy
picture.

Continued
The last 12 months has seen

continued growth in the
West Highland market,
however, this paints only
part of the picture.

Whilst Argyll cannot buck
the national trend in property
values, it is one of the most
interesting and diverse
markets in Britain.

Segmented
The market in Argyll is

segmented to a far greater
extent than most other places
in Britain in that it has the
normal sectors within it.
However, external forces
come to bear upon it in a far
more direct and non-
economically driven way
than anywhere else.

The troubled world we live
in, coupled with urban
congestion and the search for
a more simple life have
combined together to focus
buyers’ attention on to the
market in Argyll.

Whilst we may bemoan the
10 minutes it took us to drive
through Oban at ‘rush hour’

on a Friday evening, the
majority of the British
population count themselves
lucky if they manage to make
their journey home in under
an hour.

Improved
The rise in property prices

within the central belt of
Scotland and other parts of
the United Kingdom, coupled
with improved road links,
cheap air fares and the
cascading of wealth from
inheritance down the
generations have combined
to give people not only the
desire to seek a simpler way
of life but also the ability.

The aforementioned factors
are often unaffected by the
swings of economic fortune
and go some way to giving
the west coast a cushion to or
from the harsh global
economic realities.

The end of the year is
always an estate agent’s
most difficult period as we
are busy providing advice to
vendors who will be selling
their properties the following
spring. Accurately predicting
the state of the market and,

consequently, the value,
requires considerable thought
and consideration of not only
national factors but local
issues.

The Draft Local Plan for
Argyll promised to increase
the supply of developable
land considerably over the
next five years. However,
due to objections and
servicing with such utilities
as Scottish Water this has
been very much nullified in
the short term and the
promised plethora of
development land will
probably not appear for
many years to come.

This reduction in supply
can only serve to assist in
helping maintain and increase
the level of prices for at least
the next 12 months.

Ladder
The lack of affordable

housing should be of great
concern to the local
politicians as if people cannot
get on to the property ladder
then they are less likely to
stay in the area and we face
the prospect of losing our
greatest assets to other towns
and cities that can deliver the
goods. The shortage of
affordable housing coupled
with a general shortage of
family style housing within
the area means it is unlikely
that demand will abate and
although there are a number
of exciting small develop-
ments planned for 2006, the
numbers are too insignificant
to go in any meaningful way
to redress the balance of
supply and demand.

Steady growth
Coupled with the likely

reduction in interest rates
over the next 12 months, it
would seem the first time and
family homes market will see
steady growth.

The bespoke market in
Argyll has for many years
been under-supplied with
properties offering high
amenity; whether that be in
remote rural locations or by
water, they are by their very

nature likely to be in short
supply.

These homes have often
been purchased as second
homes but are increasingly
attractive to semi-retired
purchasers who are initially
purchasing as holiday homes
with the intention of retiring
to them in the medium term.

Mentioned
This sector is generally

immune to the vagaries of
the economy, for reasons
mentioned earlier, and
generally has a high
disposable income which
benefits the area significantly
in the shape of work for
tradesmen and all others
providing them with goods
and services.

Again the hold-ups with the
Local Plan will serve to keep
this market buoyant to the
detriment of many farmers
and land owners who
potentially have land suitable
for servicing this sector but
will not see it being released
for at least 18 months.

The top end of the market
has again over the last 12
months been particularly
poor in terms of the scarcity
of properties being offered to
the market.

We have a number of
national and international
clients with significant liquid
funds seeking to buy an
estate on the west coast who
have been looking for up to
six years without success.

In this last year only three
properties of any significance
have been brought to the
market and although the
interest generated has been
significant none of the
properties have had the
‘wow factor.’

Buoyant
The market for farms and

estates over the next 12
months will remain buoyant
as there is probably at least
three years of pent-up demand
still seeking release.

In general, the outlook for
the property market in Argyll
over the next 12 months is
good, seeing all sectors
potentially performing well
and above the national
average, with somee of the
niche market potentially
significantly out-performing
the local market.

1 GEORGE STREET, OBAN, ARGYLL PA34 5RU

www.alexanderdawson.co.uk

Tel: 01631 563901   Fax: 01631 566778

CREAG BHAN VILLAGE, OBAN
For Sale: A very well
presented modern Semi
Detached House offering
excellent family accommo-
dation in an established and
popular residential area
with easy access to the
town and local amenities.
Double glazing, total control electric heating.  Comprising
Vestibule, Hall, Cloakroom, Lounge, Kitchen/Dining
Room, Bathroom, 3 Bedrooms (one with En-Suite
Shower Room).  Easily maintained front and rear gardens
with decking and shed.  Offers Over £160,000.

TO LET
BEDSIT

CHALET
Short or Long Term

Fully Equipped

£70 per week

For further details
telephone

07990 996927

TO LET
CLACHAN

SEIL
by Oban
TWO-

BEDROOMED
HOUSE

Immediate entry
available

Telephone (evenings)

01852 300 432

25 Lochnell Street,  Lochgilphead,

Argyll,  PA31 8JL

Telephone 01546 602056/07768 472 953
Proprietors S. & R. MacDonald

Regretfully, the above business will finish trading
in its current format as from 30th April 2006

The proprietors would invite interested parties with
a view to purchase or manage the business as a

going concern to contact either on the
above telephone numbers

ThThThThThe Floe Floe Floe Floe Flowewewewewer Sr Sr Sr Sr Shhhhhoooooppppp
FOR LET

RETAIL SHOP
CAOL SHOPPING CENTRE

60 square metres
also

STORAGE SPACE
on

BEN NEVIS ESTATE
FORT WILLIAM
For further details telephone:

07881 581 978

FOR SFOR SFOR SFOR SFOR SALEALEALEALEALE

NNNNNEW WORKSHOPEW WORKSHOPEW WORKSHOPEW WORKSHOPEW WORKSHOP

Steel-Framed, Sectional

25 x 8 metres  :  4.5 metres high

Can deliver

Offers over £10,000
Telephone JIM on

01586 551389

LONG LET
MORVERN HILL

OBAN
Two-Bedroom

Fully Furnished
HOUSE

with Garden and
Driveway

Suit professional
couple/family

£500 p.c.m. (+bills)
Deposit required

Telephone
01852 300430

TO LET

MID ARGYLL COASTAL LOCATION
MODERN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION
OFFICE : STUDIO : WORKSHOP

30 square metres

Parking and facilities close by

Apply
Box No. 33, The Oban Times

ROOM
TO LET

OBAN
Suit professional

£60 per week
(including all bills)

No D.S.S.
Telephone

07715 149 806

E-mail: enquiries@dmkestates.co.uk              www.dmkestates.co.uk

2 Gibraltar Street, Oban,

Argyll, PA34 4AY

Telephone: +44 (0) 1631 566 122

Fax: +44 (0) 1631 564 764

TIGH NA CREIGE, GLENMORE ROAD,
PULPIT HILL, OBAN

Well maintained
detached bungalow, in a
private cul-de-sac
location within the
popular Pulpit Hill area
of Oban.  The nicely
presented accommo-
dation comprises:
Vestibule, entrance hallway, living room, kitchen,
bathroom and 3 bedrooms.  Easily maintained gardens
to the side and rear.  Double glazed.  Separate garage.

Offers over £150,000

36 LORA VIEW, NORTH CONNEL, ARGYLL
Well maintained semi-
detached property
enjoying lovely westerly
views across the Lynn of
Lorn with glimpses of the
mountains of Mull
beyond between the
neighbouring properties.
The accommodation on two floors comprises:  Ground
floor: Entrance hallway, living room with dining area,
kitchen, bathroom and bedroom. First floor: Two
bedrooms, box room, shower room.  Large floored attic
space with Velux window, light and power.  Driveway.
Established gardens.  Fully double glazed.  LPG central
heating. Offers over £120,000

DEVELOPMENT LAND, BUNESSAN,
ISLE OF MULL

An excellent opportunity has arisen to purchase
building land with Outline Planning Permission for
the erection of three dwelling-houses. The site, of
approximately 0.58 acre (0.23 hectare) occupies a
prime location on the Ross of Mull, close to the
village amenities and directly overlooking Bunessan
Bay and beyond.
Offers over £110,000 are invited for the whole site.

53 CULLIPOOL, ISLE OF LUING
Fully renovated and
upgraded terraced
cottage situated within
the conservation village
of Cullipool on the easily
accessible and beautiful
Island of Luing.  The
charming accommo-
dation comprises: Porch,
open plan L-shaped
living room with kitchen, utility room, bedroom,
bathroom and converted loft space with two rooms.
Large area of garden ground. Slate outbuilding.

Offers over £125,000

42 COMBIE STREET, OBAN
This first floor apartment
is situated just a short
level walk to the town
centre amenities within a
handsome, renovated,
stone built tenement
building, opposite
Mossfield Post Office and
close to the Parish
Church.  The attractive and well-kept entrance and
staircase leads to the spacious and well appointed
accommodation comprising: hall, dual aspect living
room, kitchen, three bedrooms and bathroom.  Double
glazed.  Gas Central Heating.  Well maintained
communal rear garden, external store and drying green.

Offers over £78,000

WHINS, POLVINISTER ROAD, OBAN
Detached bungalow
occupying a delightful
rural location conveni-
ent for the town centre
amenities.  The accom-
modation over one floor
comprises:  Open porch,
inner vestibule, entrance
hall, spacious living
room, dining room, modern fitted kitchen, rear lobby,
Rear porch, utility room, family bathroom and four
bedrooms (master with en-suite shower room).  Oil-
fired central heating.  Easily maintained gardens.
Parking to the front with Garage.   Offers over £158,000
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MOTORING

RENAULT

W.D Semple

Inveraray & Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU

S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,

Heathfield, Ayr

Tel. 01292 880080/880440

TOYOTA

Helensburgh Toyota

5 John Street, Helensburgh

Tel. 01436 672779

www.toyota.co.uk/helensburgh

VOLKSWAGEN

Hawco

Caol, Fort William

Tel. 01397 700900

www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

BMW

Calterdon Ltd

Harbour Road,

Inverness

Tel. 01463 236566

FIAT

Hazelbank Motors

Lynn Road, Oban

Tel.

01631 566476

HONDA

Helensburgh Honda

135 East Clyde Street, Helensburgh

Tel. 01436 675777www.helensburghhonda.co.uk

ISUZU

S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, Heathfield, Ayr

Tel.

01292 880080/880440

MINI

Calterdon Ltd

Harbour Road,

Inverness

Tel. 01463 236567

TO PROMOTE YOUR NEW

CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL:

01631 568000

To book this

space contact

Maureen McDonald

at

TTTTThe Oban he Oban he Oban he Oban he Oban TimesTimesTimesTimesTimes

ononononon

01631 56800001631 56800001631 56800001631 56800001631 568000

To book this

space contact

Maureen McDonald

at

TTTTThe Oban he Oban he Oban he Oban he Oban TimesTimesTimesTimesTimes

ononononon

01631 56800001631 56800001631 56800001631 56800001631 568000

CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES
INVERARAY - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150

Also open Sundays
LOCHGILPHEAD - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767

USED CARS
54 RENAULT CLIO EXTREME DCI 80 BLACK 9500 ....................................................... £8950

03 CITROEN XSARA PICASSO HD120 SILVER ................................................................. £7550

52 DAEWOO MATIZSE SILVER 17,000 ...........................................................................£3000

52 RENAULT MEGANE 1.4 DYN SPORT H/B 24000 ....................................................... £7750

51 RENAULT CLIO PRIV AUTO 1.4 3DR 19500 SILVER ................................................... £5550

02 RENAULT LAGUNA 1.8 DYN SILVER 31000 ...............................................................£6500

01 RENAULT MEGANE 1.6 F DJI H/B SILVER 29000 ...................................................... £4750

Y RENAULT CLIO GRANDE 1.2 3DR 21,000 .................................................................... £3995

X FIAT PUNTO 1.2 5DR GREEN 33,000 .......................................................................... £2950

V AUDI A3 1.6 AUTO – WHITE ....................................................................................... £5250

W VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 MERIT GREEN 19000 ..............................................................£4150

T FORD FIESTA LX 1.2 ZTEC RED ................................................................................... £2550

V FORD MONDEO 1.8 LX SILVER ................................................................................... £2550

S HYUNDAI COUPE 2.0 RED .......................................................................................... £4950

N AUDI A4 1.8 SE ........................................................................................................... £2550

ESTATE CARS
02 PEUGEOT 306 MERIDIAN 1.9D BLUE 12000 ............................................................ £6850

R RENAULT ESPACE RT DT 2.2 ...................................................................................... £5950

M AUDI 80 RED ............................................................................................................. £2250

VANS & PICK-UPS
RENAULT MASTER DIESEL

RENAULT KANGOO DIESEL

51 NISSAN VANETTE

SELECTION OF LOW
PRICE CARS
UNDER £2000
TO CLEAR

These are just a small selection of cars
currently in our showrooms

ACCREDITED

MOTABILITY DEALER

NEW & PRE-REGISTERED RENAULTS
READY FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

QUALITY USED LAND ROVERS

THE LAND ROVER EXPERIENCE FROM LIX TOLL

�(01567) 820280

KILLIN, PERTHSHIRE, FK21 8RB
E-mail: sales@lixtoll.com

www.lixtoll.com

02 (02) DEFENDER 90 Td5 Hard top. Caledonian blue,
towpack, 2002 model ............................. £9,975+VAT

02 (02) DEFENDER 90 Td5 Truck cab pick up. Coniston
green, towpack, Ifor Williams canopy ... £10,495+VAT

02 (02) DISCOVERY II COMMERCIAL Td5 5 door.
Zambesi silver, towpack ....................... £12,945+VAT

01 (51) DEFENDER Td5 Hard top 3. Caledonian blue,
towpack, low mileage ........................... £10,775+VAT

00 (X) DISCOVERY II GS Td5. Five-door seven-seat. Oslo
blue, rad/cas, alloys, towpack ................. £13,673 inc

00 (W) DEFENDER 90 Td5 Hard tops. Towpack, choice
of two, in Rutland red or Coniston green £9,349+VAT

00 (V) DEFENDER 110 Td5 Hard top.  Rutland red. Heavy
duty chassis and wheels ........................ £7,275+VAT

97 DISCOVERY GS 300 Tdi. Five-door, seven seats, in
Rioja red, tow pack .................................... £6,995 inc

97 (P) DEFENDER 90 300 Tdi Hard top. Arles blue, tow
pack ....................................................... £6,495+VAT

(N) DEFENDER 90 300 Tdi Truck cab pick-up. Rutland
red, tow pack .......................................... £5,995+VAT

Toyota has intro-

duced living-room like

space and style to the

motoring world with

its latest concept ve-

hicle, the funky F3R.

The surprising F3R,

which makes its debut

at the North American

International Auto-

mobile Show in De-

troit today, is a crea-

tive, sporty extension

of a concept all but

forgotten in today's

automotive world –

that of the minivan.

The project was a

joint undertaking of

Calty Design Research

Inc., Toyota's Califor-

nia design studio, and

the company's Cali-

fornia-based Ad-

vanced Product Strat-

egy group.

"Younger people are

hanging out in their

cars. When they do

that, the car becomes

an entertainment

area. The F3R ex-

pands on that con-

cept. It's a sophisti-

cated extension of the

home," said the car’s

designer.

To create that exten-

sion, the design team

came up with three

very modern looking

sets of seats. Each is

unique, composed of

modern, metal-edged

bottoms and asym-

metrical backs whose

symmetry is com-

pleted by semi-inte-

grated headrests.

They can provide

roomy, comfortable

seating for eight adult

passengers.

Up front, the driver's

seat reclines and

swivels, and the pas-

senger seat reclines to

form a comfortable

bench. In the middle,

the seats split and fold

to form, with the rear-

most or third row, an

avant-garde sofa built

around the sort of

conversation area you

might find in a de-

signer living room.

This is surrounded by

a casual, wrap-

around backrest

formed by the con-

tinuous, flowing curve

of the instrument

TOYOTA F3R CONCEPT:

LIVING ROOM ON WHEELS

panel, doors and rear

seatback panels.

These are accented by

fibre-optic lighting

panels in the seat

sides, and in the F3R's

side door, that can be

lit to provide illumina-

tion during lounge

chat sessions.

But there's more to

do here than just chat.

That's because the

F3R is equipped with

two track-mounted

flat-panel video

screens. These allow

the vehicle's occu-

pants to enjoy movies

or games whenever

they want, and to do

so in complete com-

fort, with control sup-

plied by an audio/

video/lighting remote

unit that docks in the

F3R's dash.

The F3R's design em-

phasises environmen-

tally sensitive materi-

als, in keeping with

the theme of environ-

mental sensitivity sug-

gested by the Hybrid

Synergy Drive

badging. These mate-

rials include floor

panels made from

Ecoresin, a specially

formulated resin that

can be recycled; and

a skin-friendly simu-

lated leather seating

material called

Mythos that, unlike

most plastics, does

not produce the

harmful chemical di-

oxin when it is

burned.

The starting point for

the F3R's exterior

shape, meanwhile,

featured a van that

conveyed maximum

volume, with a tall,

wedged body shape

that incorporated

wide, dynamic shoul-

ders, with its sporty

22-inch wheels and

wide performance

tyres planted at the

extreme boundaries

of all four corners.

The result is that the

F3R looks like a styl-

ish performance vehi-

cle, but with a feeling

inside that is very airy

and light.

The F3R is a concept

vehicle filled not only

with intelligent

drama, but with ex-

actly the fresh take on

three rows of seating,

and on the usable

space that vans so ef-

fectively provide, that

Toyota was looking

for.

Toyota wanted any-

thing but a minivan.

What they got was a

sporty new vehicle

that defies an easy

label; with a dramatic,

iconic shape that is as

distinctive as that of

the Toyota Prius and

an interior that is

more adaptable and

more family friendly

than anything previ-

ously seen.

Subaru has chosen the

‘Autosport International

Show’ to unveil a new,

‘discreet’ high-per-

formance Impreza for

those wishing to com-

bine blistering perform-

ance with restrained

exterior styling.

Called appropriately,

Impreza WRX STI

spec.D (for discreet),

the new car can be

seen on Subaru Stand

734 at the show –

open from 12-15

January at Birming-

ham’s NEC.

Based on the latest

facelifted ’06 MY

Impreza and featuring a

new 281 PS 2.5 litre

turbocharged ‘boxer’

engine coupled with

symmetrical all-wheel

drive, the new model

will be available from

March priced at

£28,495 on-the-road.

Its unique features in-

clude a smaller rear

boot spoiler, removal of

the rear window roof

vane, silver instead of

gold 17 ins alloy wheels,

black leather interior,

SUBARU LAUNCHES

‘DISCREET’ IMPREZA STI

time of 5 seconds.

The revised symmetrical

all-wheel drive system

has both front and rear

limited-slip differentials

plus yaw-rate sensors

for even greater road-

holding and interactive

handling.

A new, improved ver-

sion of the Driver’s

Control Centre Differ-

ential (DCCD), allows

the driver to control

the vehicle dynamics

more precisely.

Other STI features in-

clude a six-speed gear-

box – now with a

slicker shift – and a

switch to spray the

intercooler with water

to retain power during

high temperature/alti-

tude driving. Drivers

can also preset a warn-

ing buzzer and light to

guard against over-

revving the engine.

Managing Director of

Subaru (UK) Limited,

Peter Kinnaird – the

man behind the

spec.D project – said:

"This car is a steel fist

in a velvet glove, of-

fering all the thrills of

the regular Impreza

STI but not shouting

about its abilities.

black instead of blue

carpet, extra sound-

deadening, front pro-

jector foglamps and

‘Prodrive’ lower front

grille.

Only available in Crys-

tal Grey metallic, the

new Impreza WRX STI

spec.D also boasts

luxury equipment com-

prising a ‘SmartNav’

satellite navigation sys-

tem with ‘Touch

Screen’ plus free 12

months’ ‘TrackStar’

and ‘SmartNav’ mem-

bership and one

month’s ‘SafeSpeed’

subscription.

Also standard is an

upgraded 200 watt

audio system featuring

a Pioneer DEH-P70BT

high-quality unit with

CD and MP3 compat-

ibility, integrated

‘Bluetooth’ hands-free

kit plus RDS and ‘iPod’

adaptor.

With its new, low cen-

tre-of-gravity 281 PS

horizontally-opposed

engine, the latest STI

has a 158.4 mph top

speed and 0-60 mph

CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY

BURNSIDE STREET, CAMPBELTOWN  Tel: 01586 551144

SAVE   SAVE   SAVE    SAVE   SAVE MONEY

New 1007 3 door 1.4 Dolce was £11,600 ................................. NOW £9,850

New 206 1.4 S SW Est was £11,100 ........................................ NOW £10,300

New 407 Zenith MOT 136 ..................................... now with free Smart Nav

New 807 7 seat HDI was £22,000 .......................................... NOW £19,995

DEMONSTRATOR SALE

2005/05 206 Zest 3 HDI 5 door was £9,995 ................................ now £8695

2005/05 1007 Sport 1.6 Auto 3 door was £11,995 ................... now £10,995

2005/55 New 307 SE SW 1.6 HDI 5 door was £15,995 .......... NOW £14,995

2005/55 New 307 XSI HDI 136 5 door was £16,995............... NOW £15,995

MOTABILITY CARS

107 1.0 Urban 3 door ...................................... only £299 Advance Payment

1007 1.4 Dolce 3 door ..................................... only £699 Advance Payment

206 1.4 Verve 3/5 door ............................................. £NIL Advance Payment

206 1.4 Verve SW Est ................................................ £NIL Advance Payment

307 1.6 S 3/5 door .................................................... £NIL Advance Payment

307 1.6 Est 5 door ............................................ only £499 Advance Payment

Partner 2.0 HDI 5 door ...................................... only £99 Advance Payment

ALL THIS AND MORE AT

Range features include:

Power-assisted steering. Front electric windows.

Central door locking. Dual airbags. 1.1 litre fuel

injection.

£4499 (inc road tax) ON THE ROAD -

NO HIDDEN CHARGES

Range features include:

Power assisted steering. Front electric Windows.

Central door locking. Dual airbags. Air con. Alloys.

3 DOOR: £7599 on the road

5 DOOR: from £7899 on the road

Range features include:

Impact protection beams. Electric door mirrors.

Electric windows. Radio/CD player. Air

conditioning. ABS. Alloys. PAS.

From £7999 (inc met paint & road tax)

On the road. No hidden charges

Small enough to care.

Big enough to deal.

Our deals won't be beaten.

Put us to the test*

Range features include:

Front electric windows. PAS. Central locking. Air

conditioning. Driver's airbag. Radion/CD player. Tinted

glass. Roof bars. Alloys. ABS.

2.0i 5 door from £15649 on the road

1.9 DDi S 5 door from £16995 on the road

Range features include:

Front electric windows. ABS. Central locking. Radio/CD

player. Driver's airbag. Tinted glass. Roof bars. PAS.

From £12849 on the road

PEARSON SUZUKI
WEMYSS BAY

SUZUKI AWARD WINNERS 3 YEARS RUNNING

Put us to the test. You've nothing to lose.

3 YEAR/60,000 MILE WARRANTY. 3 YEARS ROADSIDE

ASSISTANCE ON EVERY NEW SUZUKI

SALES HOTLINE: 01475 520149

* Cars shown for illustration purposes only.

Subject to availability & part exchange

NEW SUZUKI

GRAND

VITARA 5DR

SUZUKI

SWIFT

NEW SUZUKI

ALTO

NEW SUZUKI

LIANA

NEW SUZUKI

GRAND

VITARA

1600 3DR
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Cars and Commercial Vehicles

16 DRIVE TIMES

Cars

M reg, 75k miles,

MOT August 06,

Good condition

for age

Telephone

07786

171619

FORD PROBE 2 LITRE

£700 o.n.o.

Finished in Silver Metallic with Charcoal leather interior. Reg

Sept 2001. Full SAAB dealership service history. 45,000 miles.

Factory alarm and immobiliser, traction control, parking assist

etc etc. Superb condition.

£11,995

Telephone

01631 710553 or 07747 695309

SAAB 9-5 AERO 2.3

HOT 4 DOOR

2

Metallic Grey,

19,000 miles, 5 CD

Changer, Alloy

Wheels 2 years 8

months old,

excellent condition,

3 years warranty

expires May '06

Telephone

01583 431387

FIAT STILO ACTIVE MULTI WAGON

£6600 o.n.o.

K Reg, MOT & Taxed

April 06, v.g.c

throughout

Handsfree phone

Telephone

01546

603840

VOLVO 940s

£750 o.n.o.

2000 (W) Taxed till

November MOT till

June, Low mileage,

immaculate condition,

very economical and

well looked after.

Telephone

01631 770213

07776 496495

PEUGEOT 106 ZEST

£1850 o.n.o.

N Reg Taxed &

Mot'd. 64,000 miles.

Good Condition

Telephone

01631

570542

FORD ESCORT

£1000 o.n.o.

2 litre, 16 valve,

M reg, very low

mileage, taxed and

MOT'd, excellent

condition

Telephone

01631

720311

VAUXHALL CALIBRA

£1295

1997, Manual,

30000 miles

on new engine,

tow bar.

Good condition

Telephone

01631

563955

PEUGEOT 406 TURBO DIESEL ESTATE

£1800 o.n.o. 2

Buyers should note

where standardised

silhouettes are used

they do not accurately

represent the vehicle

being sold

4 x 4's

Commercials

FORD TRANSIT 190

DIESEL TIPPER

N reg, taxed and MOT'd,

very good runner, ready to work,

£1295

Telephone

01631 720311

1.9 Diesel, Taxed

and Mot'd. Side

loading door, Ply

line, Double

passenger seat,

Stereo, Well Shod,

Clean Van.

Telephone

01586 810252

07990 974026

FIAT  DUCATO  VAN (Transit size)

£1250 o.n.o.

Motorcycles

Boats

Pick-up's

low mileage,

03 plate

2 new tyres

Telephone

01880 820570

07785 345593

KAWASAKI ZZR 600

£3500 o.n.o.

50,000

POTENTIAL

BUYERS

MARINE SOUNDER

LOWRANCE X70A

Good working order

£230

Telephone

01546 603588

1998 S Reg, Blue,

5 door hatchback,

excellent condition,

economical, FSH,

Tax and MOT,

2 owners.

Telephone

01586

830621

ROVER 416 i

£950 o.n.o.

54 reg. 1.2 petrol, 65bhp.  Silver, 5 door

hatchback. PAS, ABS, A/C, radio/cassette,

electric front windows, alloy wheels. 15,000

miles, recently serviced, 6 months tax.

£7300 o.n.o.

Contact: Jon on

 01880 760271 (evenings only)

VW POLO TWIST

K Reg, 16V Taxed

and Mot, Estoril

Blue, Cat 1 Alarm,

Recently rebuilt

massive spec

170bhp, 140 mph+

Digi Dash.

Telephone Karl

07780 926281

01631 730323

VAUXHALL NOVA 2L

£2995 o.n.o.

S Reg, 1 year Mot, new exhaust,

taxed until March,

57,000, 5 door.

£1850 o.n.o.

Telephone

01631 730381

FIAT PUNTO 60

TEAM 1.2

1999 T reg 3 door hatch, just been lowered

and 17in alloys put on last week, one years

MOT. Very good condition, only group 4

insurance. Any inspection welcome

£1750

Telephone

07787 793609

SEAT IBIZA 1.4 S

1995, 90 000 miles,

good condition,

9 months M.O.T,

2 months Tax

Telephone

01866 833003

07845 921562

RANGE ROVER 4.0

£4300 o.n.o.

May 2001 'Y' Reg, Metallic paint, Chrome sidesteps, alloys, half

leather interior, air conditioning, six disc CD Changer, Alarm,

Immobiliser, Tow bar, Privacy glass, roof bars

and cross bars, 63 K Miles, FSH, 7 x Seats.

£8750 o.n.o.

Telephone

01560 484185 or 07960 582072

NISSAN TERRANO

SPORT 2.7 TDi

1997, P reg, diesel,

MOT and Taxed

April, 06, VGC,

great mechanically,

new car forces sale.

Telephone

01397 713880

07776 23842

RENAULT MEGANE

£550 o.n.o.

110 high capacity

L Reg, 104 000

miles, 1 year's mot,

6 months tax

Telephone

01681

700546

 LANDROVER DEFENDER PICK UP

£3200 o.n.o.



RECRUITMENTThe Oban Times        www.obantimes.co.uk 17

RECRUITMENT
Thursday 12 January, 2005

RESERVATIONS

CLERK

Highland Heritage Coach Tours Ltd

Require Reservations Staff for their busy Administration Office.

Keyboard skills essential along with a pleasant telephone manner.

Training will be given. Full time position, must be flexible.

Shift work includes weekends and evenings. Live-in or out.

Please apply in writing with a current C.V to:

Ms Colleen Brown, Office Supervisor

Highland Heritage Centre Ltd, Central Admin Office,

Dalmally, Argyll PA33 1AY

Tel:- 01838 200393

COURIER/DRIVERS

Highland Heritage Limited require Courier/Drivers, minimum age 25,

clean PVC essential. Live-in or live-out. Based in Tyndrum/Dalmally area.

Uniform and training provided.

Apply in writing, with CV, to:

Mrs Colman, Operations Manager,

Highland Heritage Coach Tours,

Dalmally, Argyll, PA33 1AY

CASTLE SWEEN BAY

(HOLIDAYS) LIMITED

require an

ASSISTANT MANAGER
to help with the day-to-day running of this

static caravan park

Knowledge of plumbing, electrics and

general maintenance an advantage

Good pay and accommodation

Please telephone Mr E. McCreath on

01546 850 223

E-mail: eddy@ellary.com

SLATER /

ROUGHCASTER

Wanted for the Alexandra Hotel, Oban

CIS required

Phone Jim Ronald on

07887 886333

SCOTTISH FIELD MAGAZINE

EDINBURGH

Property Advertising Sales Executive

Dealing with all property and finance advertising
elements within Scotland's premier magazine.

• Previous sales experience is essential, as is a full
driving licence. We are looking for a candidate
with a confident, positive attitude to work in
our vibrant, friendly, open plan office.

• High basic and OTE.

• The position will be office-based.

Please send full cv showing current salary details
to karen@scottishfield.co.uk or Karen Wallace,
Office Manager, Special Publications, Craigcrook
Castle, Craigcrook Road, Edinburgh, EH4 3PE.

SMOKING CESSATION 
ADVISOR 
Grade F/G (depending on experience) 
£20,872 - £28,975 per annum (pro rata) 
(Under Review) 7.5 hours per week
Fixed term until 31 March 2008
Based within Oban community you will help to reduce smoking rates by 
supporting NHS staff, patients, visitors and the community to manage or 
stop smoking then remain smoke free.
You are required to provide a network of regular part time smoking 
cessation services across the area working with colleagues in primary, 
secondary and maternity care to increase awareness surrounding tobacco 
and health in a variety of community and health service settings.
You should be a Registered Nurse (NMC level 1), possess a degree level 
in an appropriate fi eld coupled with experience of health promotion 
education or working with communities and you will be required to 
undertake smoking cessation training if not already qualifi ed. A driving 
licence is essential as is a fl exible approach to work as there may be 
evening sessions to attend. Ref: 05la/1773.

PRIMARY CARE NURSE 
Grade D £17,610 - £19,437 per annum (Under Review) 
37.5 hours per week (including weekends)
Fixed term for 12 months 
We are looking for a newly qualifi ed staff nurse who wishes to develop 
their knowledge of and practice in Primary Care working within a 
stimulating and demanding environment.
The post will be supported by NHS Education Scotland (NES) and you 
will be offered a structured development and Mentorship Programme, 
with access to good learning facilities over the course of the year. 
A permanent post is offered although it may be different to the 
post for the fi rst year, both in clinical and geographical locations. For 
the year of the development programme this post will be located in 
Connel/Taynuilt, near Oban. 
For further information, please contact, Wendy Robertson, Integrated 
Nurse Team Leader on 01631 710229 or email wendy.robertson2@nhs.net 
Ref: 05la/1420.

DENTAL NURSES (3 POSTS)
MTO1 Qualifi ed £13,229 - £16,056 Unqualifi ed £10,249 - £12,322 
per annum (pro rata) (Under Review)
18.5 hours per week 
You will join an expanding Dental Practice based at Lorne Street, 
Lochgilphead, including clinics throughout Mid Argyll. Dental Nurse 
experience is not essential, as training will be provided. Ref: 05la/1834.

£13,229 - £16,056 per annum (Under Review)
37.5 hours per week 
You are required to join the dental surgeries within Lorn & Islands 
District General Hospital, Oban with some sessions falling throughout 
Argyll. Ref: 05la/1835.

Trainee MTO £10,249 - £12,322 per annum (Under Review) 
37.5 hours per week 
Fixed term for 3 years 
You will join the expanding salaried dental service based at the Rockfi eld 
Primary Care Centre, Tobermory with some duties involving clinics 
throughout Mull. Experience of dental nursing is not essential as training 
will be provided, some of which will be on the mainland. 
Eventual qualifi cation as a Dental Nurse will be expected within 
3 years. Consideration will be given to a school leaver with a minimum 
of 4 Standard Grades including English who wishes to pursue a career in 
dental nursing.  Ref: 05la/1837
For all dental posts a driving licence would be advantageous - informal 
enquires are welcome to Margaret Saunderson, Senior Dental Nurse 
on 01436 655018.

LINK CLUB 
ASSISTANT 
(BANK)
£11,787 - £14,604 per annum (pro rata) (Under Review)
Hours as and when required 
Fixed term until 31 December 2007
Kintyre Healthy Living Partnership aims to improve the well-being of the 
people of South Kintyre by providing support, information and practical 
help through a range of locally led projects.

Working with the Development Worker, you will support members 
of the Club to plan and organise activities in such a way as to promote 
self-respect and mutual support. The Link Club will provide a central 
meeting point and will address barriers to integration into the wider 
community as identifi ed by service users.

You will promote a person-centred approach to mental health, 
responding to the needs of the individual, developing positive 
self-esteem with regard to emotional and physical health.

The hours will require a fl exible approach, with some evening and 
weekend work.

Please contact Michael Lester, Kintyre Healthy Living Partnership, 
on 01586 551428 for an informal chat. Ref: 05la/1845.
For an application pack, quoting appropriate reference, 
please contact our Recruitment Team on our 24 hour 
answer service by calling 0141 314 0425 or 
email: recruitment.line@achb.scot.nhs.uk
Closing date for all posts 30th January 2006.
For a full list of current vacancies visit 
www.nhsac.scot.nhs.uk

supported by

Make everyone in Scotland count.
Census Enumerators
West Dunbartonshire, Glasgow and Lochaber & Breadalbane
£500 + £30 additional payment (part-time, equivalent to 1.5 days a
week for 8 weeks) – March 2006 - June 2006

The Census is vital to developing an understanding of our population – its
size, its ethnicity, health and housing. We’re getting ready to conduct a
new Census in 2011 and we need to make sure that we get the right
information for everyone in Scotland. That’s why we’re carrying out a
Census Test in 2006.
What we need are people who can help carry out this Test and who can
help us build a clear and comprehensive picture of the people of Scotland.
Providing the link from the households to your Census Team Leader, you’ll
play a key role in conducting the Census Test. You’ll be responsible for
delivering Census Test forms, collating returned forms, following up non-
returned forms and assisting the public in completion of forms. Most of this
work can be carried out outside normal working hours.

You may have to travel, therefore you must have a full driving licence and
access to a motor vehicle. Appointment is subject to providing a valid
Disclosure Certificate.
To find out more visit www.scotland-counts.co.uk  To apply online
visit www.gro-scotland.gov.uk  Or to request an application pack,
call 0131 314 4638 or email census.recruitment@gro-scotland.gov.uk
quoting ref Enum. 
Closing date: Friday 27th January.
As an equal opportunities employer, we welcome applications from all suitably
qualified people and aim to employ a diverse workforce which reflects the people 
of Scotland.

2006 Census Test 
S c o t l a n d  C o u n t s

General Register Office
for

S C O T L A N D
information about Scotland’s people

require

OFFICE JUNIOR

Full-Time Position   :   Suit school-leaver

Apply in writing enclosing CV to
JACKIE BROWN
CJ Auto Repairs

7c1 Glengallan Industrial Estate
Glengallan Road

Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

The Marine Resource Centre

Barcaldine, by Oban, PA37 1SE

�(01631) 720765

ONE POSITION AVAILABLE

PROJECT

ADMINISTRATOR

(PRA 02)

For further information please go to our website:

www.integrin.co.uk

Applications in writing, enclosing a full CV,

can be made to Vittoria Barbara

vitt@integrin.co.uk

CCCCContracts Administratorontracts Administratorontracts Administratorontracts Administratorontracts Administrator

Clerical Grade 4 (£16,553-£19,093)

The Scottish Association for Marine Science (SAMS) is a
recognised charity and conducts research and education in all
areas of marine science. Commissioned research is under-
taken by way of contracts with various public and private sector
bodies. The Contracts office at SAMS provides a service to
the science and finance departments by effective administration of these
contracts.
We currently have a vacancy for a Contracts Administrator within the
Contracts office based at the Dunstaffnage Marine Laboratory.
Reporting to the Contracts Accountant, the Contracts Administrator will
have a key role in delivery of the above-mentioned service.  The main
duties are to;

•Capture and transfer all relevant contract-related information
•Maintain the system for scheduling contract-related tasks
•Prepare financial returns and other reports
•Maintain an archive of all contract-related documents

This is a challenging position, and would suit an enthusiastic individual
who is both a self-starter and a team-player.  Excellent numeric and
communication skills are essential, as is the ability to manage your
workload and work quickly and accurately.
Experience with Excel, E-mail and the Internet would be advantageous.
Further Particulars and Application Form are available online at
www.sams.ac.uk.
Alternatively, please write, quoting Job Reference number to:
The Personnel Officer, Job Ref: D11/05.LF, The Scottish Association for
Marine Science, Dunstaffnage Marine Laboratory, Oban, Argyll, PA37
1QA, or by E-mail to recruitment@sams.ac.uk

The closing date for all applications is Friday 27th January 2006.

CARERS DIRECT LIMITED

(inc. TOP CARE)

71 Sinclair Street, Helensburgh, G84 8TG

An independent provider specialising in care at home

are looking for

EXPERIENCED CARERS

to work in the OBAN AREA

SVQ Level 2 (Care) preferred, otherwise training provided

Car driver preferred

Rate of pay from £7 per hour, 16 hours per week (upward)

Application forms from 01631 569 550

Registered with Scottish Care Commission

Applications subject to Disclosure Scotland vetting

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

The Council welcomes applications from New Deal Applicants.

Senior Clerical Assistant (Temporary)
£14,466 - £15,063
Campbeltown
You will be part of a team providing high quality clerical support to 
the Kintyre Area Team in accordance with the policies and procedures 
of the Department. Your main duties include the direct supervision of 
clerical staff and undertaking the full range of support service duties 
for the area team including word processing, minute taking and 
maintaining administrative and information and filing systems.
You must possess a minimum of 3 Standard Grades (Level 1, 2 or 3) or 
equivalent qualifications/experience. It is also essential that you have the 
ability to work on your own initiative and as part of a team, organise and 
prioritise workloads and possess good communication and interpersonal 
skills. You will be reliable and must also have office experience including 
minute taking and knowledge of IT systems. Ref: CSC02011.
Re-advertisement: Previous applicants need not reapply.
For a recruitment pack call 01586 553536. 

SEN Assistant* - (Temporary until 
29th June 2006) 
£9,945 - £14,220 pro rata
Mull Area Network Support Team based in Tobermory Primary 
School for Session 2005/2006
11.75 hours per week term-time
Under the direction of the Head Teacher and as advised by teaching 
staff, you will assist in meeting the support requirements of 
particular pupils with special educational needs.
You must possess a minimum of 3 Standard Grades (Level 1, 2 or 3) 
or equivalent qualifications/experience. Ref: CSE62980.

Classroom Assistant*
£9,945 - £14,220 pro rata
Tobermory Primary School, Isle of Mull 
18.25 hours per week term-time
You will contribute to the quality of care and welfare of pupils, the 
effective organisation and use of resources, the quality of learning 
and teaching in the classroom and the needs of pupils in effectively 
accessing the curriculum.
You must possess a minimum of 3 Standard Grades (Level 1, 2 or 3) 
or equivalent qualifications/experience. Ref: CSE54630. 
For a recruitment pack for the above two posts call 01369 708546. 

Clerical Assistant 
£9,945 - £14,220 
Ref: OSC00036 - Lochgilphead 
Ref: OSC00020 - Oban 
You will act as clerical support for professional and administrative 
staff with the Operational Services department. Duties will include 
word processing, filing, answering phones, data input and payment 
of invoices.
You must possess a minimum of 3 Standard Grades (Level 1, 2 or 
3) or equivalent qualifications/experience; Standard Grade English 
and Maths would be an advantage. Good ICT skills including word 
processing are essential with knowledge of Microsoft packages and 
financial systems preferred. One year’s office experience is desirable 
along with experience of dealing with the public.
For a recruitment pack call 01546 604620 (Lochgilphead) and 
01546 604870 (Oban).

Day Centre Officers* - Bank Staff
£8.8549 per hour
Variable location
Ref: CSC03986 - Lochgilphead Resource Centre
Ref: CSC03985 - Woodlands Resource Centre, Campbeltown 
Working with Adults with disabilities to assist them to achieve 
their goals and chosen lifestyles, you will be expected to have an 
awareness of the rights of people with disabilities to access the 
Community and its resources as citizens.
You must possess a minimum of 3 Standard Grades (Level 1, 2 or 3) or 
equivalent qualifications/experience. Formal qualifications relating 

to Social Work, Care, Health or Teaching 
would be preferred. The ability to work 
well in a team and take responsibility 
and experience of identifying issues 
and proposing solutions are essential, 
whilst experience of assisting people 
to make choices and to co-ordinate 
their care, giving appropriate support in 
developing a person’s potential coupled 
with inter-agency negotiation would be 
desirable. You must be able to provide 
care in partnership with the person, facilitate community links and 
record the support provided and needed, with respect to the person.
An insight into disability issues and knowledge of other care providers 
and Person Centred Planning and an ability to provide appropriate 
personal care are desirable. You must be flexible, adaptable and 
confident and have empathy-ability to see a position from a Service 
User’s point of view.
For a recruitment pack call 01586 553536. 

Catering Manager*
£5.7181 per hour plus Distant Islands Allowance
Arinagour Primary School
20 hours per week
You will be responsible for the preparation, cooking and serving 
of meals. Duties also included in the post are stock and budget 
control and the hygiene of kitchen and surrounds. A Food Handling 
certificate is desirable. Ref: OSF20602.
For a recruitment pack call 01369 708536.

Social Care Worker* - Bank
£8.006 per hour
Greenwood, Campbeltown
Greenwood is a residential establishment which caters for adults 
with learning disabilities. You will assist people with disabilities 
and be able, as part of a team, to assist with assessing needs and 
offering support to clients and carers. You will have a responsibility 
for specific clients and their personal care as well as contributing to 
their future planning and the exercising of choice. You should have 
insight into disability issues and be able to demonstrate a caring and 
considered approach to residents’ needs.
You must possess a minimum of 3 Standard Grades (Level 1, 2 or 3) 
or equivalent qualifications/experience. Effective verbal and written 
communication skills are essential. An appropriate care qualification, 
an insight into disability issues and experience of inter-agency 
negotiations would be desirable. Ref: CSC03995.

Catering Assistants* - Bank Staff
£5.5314 per hour
Ref: CSC03993 - Ardfenaig Residential Home 
Ref: CSC03990/CSC03992 - Woodlands Resource Centre, 
Greenwood, Campbeltown
You will be responsible for the general catering duties. A Food 
Hygiene Certificate and some commercial catering experience would 
be desirable. 

Domestic Assistant*- Bank
£5.5314 per hour
Ardfenaig Residential Home, Ardrishaig 
Variable hours
You will be responsible for the general cleaning duties within the 
Unit. Hours of duty will be worked on a rota basis.
You should be able to work on your own initiative. Experience of 
cleaning large buildings and use of cleaning machinery is preferred. 
Ref: CSC03988.
For a recruitment pack for the above five posts call 01586 553536. 
*Applicants should note that this is an EXCEPTED POST, i.e. a post 
to which the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974 (Exceptions) 
Order 1975, as amended, applies.
Successful applicants will be subject to Disclosure Scotland vetting.
Closing date for all posts 27th January 2006.

We are an 
Equal Opportunities Employer

A ‘no smoking’ policy is operated 

MacPhee &

Partners

Solicitors and Estate Agents
 Property

Sales Negotiator

required for our new Estate Agency in Oban
Must be computer literate, articulate, possess
excellent organisational skills and have a good

telephone manner.
Salary negotiable.

Clean Driving Licence and Non-Smoker
essential.

Applications in writing with CV to
Louise Casey, Property Manageress,

MacPhee and Partners, 8 George Street,
Oban, PA34 5SB

HUSBANDRY

PERSONNEL

We are seeking Husbandry Workers for
our sea sites in the Loch Craignish and
Loch Melfort areas. Experience would be
an advantage but not essential, as training
will be provided. We offer an attractive
salary, including enhanced overtime,
together with bonus and pension schemes
for the successful applicants.

We also have vacancies for Weekend
Workers.

Applications to:
The Production Manager,

Lakeland Marine Farm Limited
Tigh MhicLeoid, 3 Lochnell Street

Lochgilphead, PA31 8JL
Tel: 01546 606270

Ossians Retirement Home

North Connel, by Oban

has the following vacancies:

Full/Part-Time Registered Nurse

(day and nightshift hours available)

Full time Carer Assistants

Full time Domestic Assistant

Part time Cook, Part time Kitchen Assistant

Full/Part time Handyman

Full time Receptionist/Administrator

(Temporary Position)

For further information please contact

Andrea Shuttleworth 01631 710 322
Ossians is now under new ownership

JOINERS REQUIREDJOINERS REQUIREDJOINERS REQUIREDJOINERS REQUIREDJOINERS REQUIRED

to work in the

FORT WILLIAM AREA

Plus Rates and Bonus

Experienced

SITE LABOURERS REQUIRED

Apply to

R. E. CAMPBELL (JOINERY) LIMITED

Telephone

01397 712 561
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PUBLIC NOTICES
LODGE ST MODAN

(No. 985)

REGULAR

MEETING

to be held on

January 18, 2006

at 7.45 p.m.

Annual Business Meeting

No Degree being worked

Ballot. Test fees due. AOCB

Enquiry committee to be held on

Sunday 15 January 2006, 7 p.m.

LODGE ST MODAN

(No. 985)

Installation

Meeting

to be held in

Masonic Hall, Taynuilt

on

Saturday 14 January 2006

at 6.30 p.m.

R.W.M. Elect Alastair Colthart

Installing Masters:

P.M. Alistair MacLeod (985),

P.M. Hamish Emslie (985),

P.M. Malcolm McDonald (985)

All brethren welcome

Harmony to follow

RECRUITMENT

Make it happen

If you’ve got the kind of confident personality that naturally builds great relationships

with customers, you should wear it like a badge. If you always put the customer first

and never settle for second best, you’re ready to join us. Working at the frontline of

our business, face-to-face with our customers, you’ll take the lead in helping them

make the most of their money and achieve your own sales targets at the same time.

At RBS we treat all our staff as individuals. That’s why you can customise your own

reward package to suit your changing lifestyle.

If you’ve got it, call us now on 0870 600 7710 for an initial telephone interview. Lines

are open between 9am and 6pm Monday to Friday. Calls may be recorded.

As part of our referencing procedures, criminal record checks may be required.

IF YOU’VE GOT IT,
WEAR IT.
CUSTOMER SERVICES OFFICERS
£11,000 - £14,000 PLUS EXCELLENT BENEFITS, OBAN & FORT WILLIAM

www.rbs.com/joinretail

PLANNING
TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997, 
RELATED LEGISLATION PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal office hours at the 
location given below.  Anyone wishing to make representations should do so in writing to the undersigned within 
14 or 21 days of the appearance of this notice, whichever is applicable as indicated below.  Please quote the 
reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PLANS

• Ref No: 05/02591/DET
Applicant: Jean Black
Proposal: Erection of Dwelling and Letting Unit, Septic Tank
Site Address: Clachan Corrach  Isle Of Iona PA76 6SP  
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Isle of Iona
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 05/02599/LIB
Applicant: The Royal Bank Of Scotland
Proposal: Replacement of Signage
Site Address: 26 George Street Oban Argyll PA34 5SB 
Location of Plans:  Oban Area Office
Regulation 5 Listed Bld Consent - 21 Day

• Ref No: 05/02518/DET
Applicant: Allan Maclean
Proposal: Extension and Alteration to Existing Dwellinghouse
Site Address: Beadoun Maclean Beadoun Tobermory Isle Of Mull 
Location of Plans:  Tobermory Area Office
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 06/00002/COU
Applicant: James Robertson
Proposal: Marine Shellfish Farm Modification - 250 Extra Oyster Trestles
Site Address: Shellfish Farm North East Of Winterton Farm  Balvicar Oban Argyll 
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Balvicar
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

•Ref No: 06/00004/OUT
Applicant: Mr Alexander Dawson
Proposal: Erection of Dwelling House -  Renewal of Outline Planning Consent 03/00061/OUT
Site Address: Land South Of Achnacarron  Kilchrenan Taynuilt Argyll 
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Taynuilt
Section 34 Advert - 14 Days

Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT CONTRARY TO 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN) (SCOTLAND) DIRECTION 1996
The following planning applications have been lodged for determination with Argyll and Bute Council and 
are available for inspection during normal working hours at the local area office/Post Office identified below. 
The proposals contained in the application are considered to be a departure or  potential departure from the 
Development Plan for the area concerned.

Anyone wishing to make representations about any of the applications identified below should do so in writing 
within 21 days from the date of publication of this notice to the Area Team Leader Development Control at the 
address below.

Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PLANS

• Ref No: 05/02552/OUT
Applicant: Tony Cressey
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Site Address: Garden Ground Of Craig Villa Dalmally Argyll PA33 1AX 
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Dalmally
Potential Departure from policy HO 22 of the Lorn Local Plan
A18 Local Plan Potential Depart Adv (21)

Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban PA34 4AR

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

FISH

HUSBANDRY

ASSISTANTS

required for

salmon farms

on the

west coast of

IRELAND

Telephone

00 353 (0)27 70216

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL 
(ARGYLL COTTAGES, BALLACHULISH)

(ONE WAY STREET) ORDER 2005
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN,  that the Highland Council has made
an Order in terms of Sections 1,2,4,& 5 of the Road Traffic Regulation
Act 1984 and all other enabling powers, entitled as above.

When the Order comes into effect on 3 April 2006 Argyll Cottages,
Ballachulish shall become a one way street North to South.

The order was previously advertised in the Oban Times on 20
October 2005 and was made on 5 January 2006. A copy of the
Order, as made, together with a copy of the relevant plan and
the Council's statement of reasons for making the Order (also
noted below) can be inspected at the Service Points in Fort
William and Kinlochleven during their opening hours as follows.

Kinlochleven – Mon 10am-12pm & 2pm-5pm, Tues-Thur
10am-1pm & 2pm-5pm; Tues 6pm-8pm, Fri 10am-1pm

Fort William – Mon – Fri 9am-5pm

Any person who wishes to question the validity of the Order 
or any of its provisions on the grounds that it is not within the
powers of the Road Traffic Regulation Act, or that a requirement
of that Act or of the relevant regulations made thereunder has
not been complied with may, within six weeks from the date 
on which the Order was made, make application for that
purpose to the Court of Session.

Mr K D Falconer
Area Solicitor/Administrator
Highland Council
Lochaber House
High Street
FORT WILLIAM

Statement of Reasons

The Council seeks to introduce a one way only section of road
at Argyll Cottages, Ballachulish to improve the road safety on
this narrow carriageway and to define safe parking areas which
will aid the free flow of traffic.

More Public Notices on Page 19

TELESALES OPERATOR

-PART TIME-

This position has been created as

a result of continuing expansion.

Part-Time position 0930 till 1430, Monday-Friday

(occasional Saturday morning).

Applicants must be able to

demonstrate the following-

Be Friendly, Presentable, Hardworking,

Work as part of a Team, Conscientious,

Reliable, IT literate (or keen to learn),

Numerate, Customer Aware.

-Immediate Start Available-

for an application form please contact-

John Forteith

Forteith Foodservice

Glengallain Road, Oban, Argyll. PA34 4HG

Tel-  (01631) 569 100

Fax- (01631) 570 380

enquiry@forteith.co.uk

House Manager/ess

Inveraray Castle, home to the Duke and Duchess of Argyll, is open

to the public between April and October each year and attracts

visitors from all over the world.

A new role has been created in order to develop both the visitor

and events business, as well as supervise the private and public

quarters of this important Historic House.

Reporting to the Factor, the role will encompass a number of

disciplines ranging from an appreciation of fine works of art,

promotion and development of tourism, as well as a responsibility

for the domestic management of the house.

The successful candidate will work to the highest standards and

possess a significant level of self-motivation to achieve the best

results.  Accommodation will be provided.

Those who may be suitable will receive a full Job Description.

HANDYMAN/CARETAKER-SECURITY

The successful candidate will ideally have some previous experience

of a similar role, be committed to the smooth running of the Castle

and take pride in their work and surroundings.

Reporting to the House Manager, a high standard of service and

maintenance, including the daily responsibility for security, will be

paramount, along with a loyalty to the family.  Accommodation is

provided and will be live-in.  Full driving licence essential, non-

smoker/no young children.

DOMESTIC HELP

Reporting to the House Manager, cleaning/ironing and occasional

other duties will be required on a daily basis.  A willingness and

ability to relate to others is essential, along with loyalty and the

high standards expected of such a position.  Accommodation will

be provided.  Non-smoker preferred.

Couples will be considered in respect of the Handyman and

Domestic Help.

Please send handwritten letter, enclosing CV, to :-

A Montgomery BSc, MRICS

Factor, Argyll Estates Office

Cherry Park, Inveraray

Argyll PA32 8XE.

www.inveraray-castle.com

INVERARAY

CASTLE

INVERARAY, ARGYLL

Melfort Riding & Livery Centre
Small yard specialising in dressage is looking for a

STABLE HAND

experienced in providing basic day-to-day stable
management duties.

You should be self motivated and able to work
unsupervised.

Monday to Friday, 15 hours per week.

For more details, please call Caroline Champion, Proprietor

Telephone 01852 200311 or 07768 962432

North Argyll House

Bealach an Righ, Oban

�(01631) 562168

Care Home for the Elderly

has new post (permanent position)

PART-TIME CARE ASSISTANT

Day/night rotation

£5.85 per hour to £6.21 per hour

plus Staff Pension Scheme

For application forms please contact the manager

Morag A. Telfer

Busy

Lochgilphead

Restaurant

requires

experienced and

friendly person

to join a small team

Flexible hours

No Sunday or

evening work

Non-smoking

environment

Competitive rate of

pay to suit

experience

Contact

07796 862 032

after 6 p.m.

(no schoolchildren

need apply)

Currently, ATFS are looking for a

hard-working, experienced and

self-employed

360° EXCAVATOR OPERATOR

to work within the

WEST ARGYLL AREA

Must have relevant and up-to-date qualifications,

including CITB and FMOC certificates.

Experience in a forestry environment essential.

Needed urgently for long term work.

Must have own transport.

Immediate start.

Please contact

Mr Alisdair Thomson on: a_thomson@atfs.co.uk

or to  ATFS:

01880 821166/ 07920093589

Reliable and
confident

PLUMBERS

required for
replacement
bathrooms in

ARGYLL AREA

C.I.S. or P.A.Y.E.
Contact

Des McNulty

07767 395 377

CREWCREWCREWCREWCREW

PERSONPERSONPERSONPERSONPERSON

REQUIRED

Island of Seil

Driving licence
essential

Telephone

01852 300 432

OBAN

CRICKET

CLUB

A.G.M.

Friday 20 January

2006

at 7.30 p.m.

Balmoral Hotel,

Oban

Mrs L. F. McLeary is
applying to decroft parts of
the croft at Torr Na Locha
(1), Kilfinichen and
Kilvickeon, Isle of Mull,
extending to 0.096 hectare
and 0.093 hectare, respec-
tively, for the purpose of
providing the sites for two
dwelling-houses.
Reference: C/21527.
If you consider that the
decrofting of these areas will
adversely affect your
crofting interests or that of
the local crofting com-
munity, please make written
representations to the
Crofters Commission, Castle
Wynd, Inverness, IV2 3EQ
by 30 January 2006 quoting
the reference.
Representations will be
copied to the applicant.
Comments on any earlier
applications cannot be taken
into account on this
occasion.

Local Government Boundary Commission for Scotland

Statutory Review of Local Government Electoral Arrangements

Highland Council Area

The Commission published its Provisional Proposals for revised
electoral arrangements for Highland Council area on 21 July 2005.
After consideration of the representations received during the
consultation period, the Commission has decided to modify its proposals
in respect of Wards 6 & 12 and Wards 20 & 21.  Notice is hereby
given today, 12 January 2006, that the Commission has published its
Revised Proposals for Wards 6 & 12 and Wards 20 & 21.

Maps showing the proposed electoral ward boundaries together with a
statement showing the forecast number of electors in each ward at
2009 can be inspected during office hours at the offices of Highland
Council from 12 January 2006:

Council Headquarters, Glenurquhart Road, Inverness
and also at the following locations:
Wards 6 and 12
Hamilton House, Plock Road, Kyle of Lochalsh
Lochaber House, Fort William
Ross House, High Street, Dingwall

Wards 20 and 21
Milton Park, Aviemore
23 Church Street, Inverness

Copies of this notice, maps and statement of forecast electorate are
available on the Commission's web site at www.lgbc-scotland.gov.uk.

Representations about these revised proposals should be submitted
by 9 February 2006 and should be addressed to The Secretary, Local
Government Boundary Commission for Scotland, 3 Drumsheugh
Gardens, Edinburgh EH3 7QJ.  Alternatively, representations may be
made by E-mail to highland@lgbc-scotland.gov.uk or by fax to 0131
538 7511.  Those making representations are requested to provide
their full postal address including postcode.

By Order of the Local Government Boundary Commission for Scotland

R Smith, Secretary

Ben Nevis
Catering Assistant/Relief Cook (30 hours)

Temporary Catering Assistant
(March - October)

We are looking for people to help us maintain
our exceptionally high standards in food

service. Experience of working within a food
service environment would be beneficial but
is not essential as full training will be given.

Interested? Please telephone Anne
MacKenzie on (01397) 704244

We also have the following vacancy:
Gardener/Handyperson

For further details please contact Aileen
Haggart on (01397) 704244.

FULL TIME INDUSTRIAL

MAINTENANCE ELECTRICIAN

This position involves all routine maintenance/repairs

associated with electrical aspects of running a ski area

and tourist attraction. A knowledge of 3 phase motor

controls, electrical distribution and the ability to work at

heights in all weather conditions is essential. This would

suit a keen skier/snowboarder or mountaineer.

Rate of pay £16,000 - £18,000 pa.

Please apply in writing to Nevis Range, Torlundy,

Fort William PH33 6SW

Closing date January 21, 2006.
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and registered as a newspaper at the Post Office

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions

which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications

owned by The Oban Times Limited.

Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, The Oban Times

Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.

The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and

provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of

advertising materials to the public within these publications.

1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful

and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all

other codes.

2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular

advertisement.

3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the

advertisement by giving reasonable notice.

4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on

acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed

by telephone, mail, fax or in person.

5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the

Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the

publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the

whole cost of the advertisement.

6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts

and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the

Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that

matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such

other Court as the Publisher may choose.

7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage

occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of

publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which

any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any

error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or

part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the

advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case

may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No

re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the error,

misprint or omission does not materially detract from the

advertisement.

8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within

fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total

liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed

the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for

the particular advertisement in connection with which liability

arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type

and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with

which liability arose.

9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the

Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling

upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened

legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in

any one or more of a series of advertisements published in

accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in

pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.

10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of

order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be

agreed with the Publisher in advance.

11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15

days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.

In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late

payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily

basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the

Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an

administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher

reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an

additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though

it has been raised with the original invoice.

12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of

our conditions.

The Oban Times

PREPAID

ADVERTISING

RATES

Private Classifieds
Lineage Rates

Minimum charge £9.30+VAT

(up to 16 words)

thereafter £1.85 per line

Box Number Fee £4.15 (+VAT)

Births, Engagements, Marriages, Deaths

and Acknowledgments

Minimum charge £8.75 (+VAT)

thereafter £1.80 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £5.75(+VAT)

thereafter £1.30 per line (+VAT)

Trade Classifieds:
See Trade Classified Page for Rates

Trade Display:
£7.75 per single column centimetre

Recruitment:
£13.95 per single column centimetre

Public Notices:
£8.75 per single column centimetre

Properties

£8.50 per single column centimetre

Private Accommodation

to Let/Wanted

£8.50 per single column centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)

Personals:
£5.60 per single column centimetre

Payment: Pre-payment required
for advertisements of less than £50

(excluding death notices)
Please make cheques and
postal orders payable to

The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1,
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB

www.obantimes.couk
or telephone your advertisement

to
Oban (01631) 568000

Lochgilphead (01546) 602345
Campbeltown (01586) 554646
Fort William (01397) 703003

Please note copy deadline:
Monday 4.30 p.m. in Oban
HELP US TO HELP YOU . . .

PRE-PAY SMALL ADVERTS!

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND

EVERY WEEK!

The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

(one year)
U.K. ......................... £46.25
EEC ......................... £55.00
WORLDWIDE via
Surface Mail ........... £82.00
or Airmail ............. £126.50
The Oban Times Limited,

P.O. Box 1,
 Oban, Argyll,

PA34 4HB
 Scotland, UK

www.obantimes.co.uk

CALL

 01631568000

FOR YOUR

PAID FOR

ADVERT  TO

RUN FOR A

SECOND

WEEK

Thursday 12 January, 2006

•
 COUNSELLING &

ADVICE

Offers  information and

support and refuge (if

needed) to women and

children (if any) who have

been or are being abused

by their partner/ex

partner

Telephone:
08702 413548

This is a confidential
service

Argyll and Bute
WOMEN’S

AID

•
 UPHOLSTERERS

Glencoe Design

Upholstery

Telephone:

(01631) 740281

Email:sales@glencoedesign.co.uk

www.glencoedesign.co.uk

Domestic and contract work,

boats, caravans etc.

Antique restoration and

cane work.

•
 SECOND HAND

CARAVANS

SECOND- HAND

CARAVANS

FOR SALE

20 second- hand caravans

for off- site sale, two and

three bedrooms (10' and

12' wide),

from £1,500.  Largest

selection in Argyll.  Ideal

for holiday lets, B&B,

seasonal workers'

accommodation, etc.

Can be delivered - buyer

to pay transport costs.

Contact Keith Campbell,

Drimsynie Estates,

telephone 01301 703457

(office hours) or

07768 647180 (mobile).

•
 REMOVALS &

STORAGE

•
PROPERTY REPAIRS

ALAN'S
PROPERTY

REPAIRS
Pointing

Plastering
Painting

Guttering
Slate and

Roof Repairs
Qualified Stone

Mason
 New and

 Restoration Work
Free quotes

 Tel: 077963 90411
Oban

•
WINDOWS & DOORS

Up to

30% OFF

WINDOWS & DOORS

CONSERVATORIES

GARAGE DOORS

ROOFLINE PRODUCTS

FLAT ROOFS

Call Ronald Gordon

(01631) 720074

07776402550

•
 TREES AND HEDGES

THE BEST
 HEDGING
 CONIFER
Thuja Brabant
£4.99 each or

10 for £39
(80/100 cm) approx 3 ft

Other sizes
available

WWWwww.scottishtrees.co.uk
01499 600263

OLD CARSOLD CARSOLD CARSOLD CARSOLD CARS

MOTMOTMOTMOTMOT

FFFFFAILURESAILURESAILURESAILURESAILURES

REREREREREMOMOMOMOMOVEDVEDVEDVEDVED

ANDANDANDANDAND

LEGALLLEGALLLEGALLLEGALLLEGALLYYYYY

DESTRODESTRODESTRODESTRODESTROYEDYEDYEDYEDYED

£100

Telephone

01852 500 610

or

07979 56989

•
 SCRAP CARS

PUBLIC NOTICES

BABY EQUIPMENT

ANGEL CARE BABY
MONITOR and sensor
mat. Very good condition,
£40. Telephone 01631
564364.
AVENT EXPRESS IQ
automatic six bottle
sterilizer, £20. Telephone
01631 570377.
BN WINNIE THE POOH
picture, beech frame(18" x
22"), £3. Telephone 01546
603629
GRACO VOYAGER 3-in-
1 pram with car seat,
cosytoes, £50. Telephone
01546 603629.

FEMALE CAT

 Light brown/gold
coloured with
black speckled
tabby markings
(Glebe Street or

surrounding area)
Please contact: Cat
Rescue Volunteers.

KIDS GRACO 5-in-1
deluxe quattro pram, £25.
Telephone 01546 603269.
MOTHERCARE TIGGER
door bouncer, £5. Tel-
ephone 01546 603629
3 in 1 PRAM, only 9
months old, with all
accessories, green,
excellent condition, £100
ono. Telephone 01586
553032.
TURTLE BALLPIT and
400 playballs, £10.
Telephone 01546 603629.
TWO PILLOWS
MOTHERCARE ,
washable excellent
condition, £10 pair.
Telephone 01631 564364.
VTECH BABY WALKER
and computer, £6. tel-
ephone 01546 603629

BICYCLES

GIRL'S RALEIGH bike, 6-
8 years £10. Telephone
01852 300461.

CAR PARTS

2 FIAT DUCATO Vans for
spares, or complete van for
£100. Various other parts,
all in perfect working
order. Telephone: 01631
563316.

CHAIN SAW

McCULLOCH ELEC-
TRIC Chain Saw, little
used, as new, £45.
Telephone 01631 564692
evenings.

CHILDRENS CLOTHING

GIRLS CLOTHES 0-6
months(over 100 items),
£10. Telephone 01546
603629.
GIRLS TRESPASS ski
jacket and trousers Age 5
pale blue, £20. Telephone
01631 710737.
GLOVERALL DUFFLE
COAT, dark grey 134cm,
age 9. Excellent condition,
£40. Telephone 01631
562272.
GLOVERALL DUFFLE
COAT, red 152cms, 12
years, £40, hardly worn.
Telephone 01631 562272.
RED SALOPETES age 6,
new, £10. Telephone 01631
710737.

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES

BAVMATIC HALOGEN
HOB four months old. Still
under warranty, £45o.n.o.
Telephone 01631 770656.
BOSCH fridge freezer,
white, one year old, energy
ratingA, condition as new,
£100. Telephone
07717838021(Oban)

CALOR GAS FIRE v.g.c
with empty bottle. May be
able to deliver, £40.
Telephone 01631 570397.
FRIDGE, good working
order.  Left in new house
surplus to requirements,
£40 o.n.o. Telephone
01631 770656.
HOTPOINT TWIN cavity
electric cooker, white, 6
months old, energy rating
B, solid plate hob, one fast
heat plate, variable
grill,fan oven, glass doors,
condition as new, £150.
Telephone
07717838021(Oban)
HOTPOINT 6KG LOAD
Washing machine. Nearly
new, £150 . Telephone:
01631 565142.
TABLE TOP FREEZER ,
good condition, £30 o.n.o.
Telephone 01369 860622
Strachur.

DOMESTIC PETS

FARM reared Jack Russell
pups, two bitches, one dog
for sale. Telephone 01631
770228.
LAKELAND/
PATTERDALE terrier
pups for sale, 8 weeks old,
very tidy, working parents
but would also make ideal
pets, £150.  Telephone
01855 851272.
FULL pedigree Golden
Labrador pups, both
parents excellent hip
scores, mum can be seen.
Ready now. Telephone
01866 822593.

ELECTRICAL

EQUIPMENT

DIMPLEX 'CANTER-
BURY' Log stove effect
electric fire. Black cast
iron effect, good condition,
£49.99. Telephone 01631
720221.
PETAL BHS3 LIGHT
ceiling fitting brass petal
shaped shade, edged pink ,
very pretty for bedroom,
£10.  Telephone 01631
720369.
SUNBED Philips, eight
tubes, rarely used, free
standing, extras, v.g.c. can
deliver, £49.99. Telephone
01586 553571.

FIREARMS

.22 BRNO BOLT ACTION
RIFFLE, complete with
strap, scope and 2
magazines,Offers.
Telephone 01586 810252.
or 07990974026.
TWO .303 Rifles with
scopes, Firearms Certifi-
cates required.
Mr A Graham.  Telephone
01586 552240.

FURNITURE

COTTAGE STYLE three
piece suite, £30 vgc.
Telephone 01631 565142.
DOUBLE FOLDING
BED, excellent condition
and quality, £45. Tel-
ephone 01631 710602.
FARMHOUSE STYLE
TABLE and 4 chairs.  All
real wood excellent
condition, £40. Telephone
01546 510369 after
6.30p.m.
FUTON - Queen size, vgc.,
£40. Telephone 01631
564364.
IKEA TV UNIT with 4
shelves, excellent condi-
tion, £15. Telephone 01546
510369 after 6.30p.m.
PAIR of SOLID PINE
three shelf bookcases, £25.
Telephone 01631 570377.
LARGE COMPUTER
work station black ash
effect, Argos page 274
v.g.c., £20. Telephone
01631 710737.
THREE PIECE SUITE,
free, to be collected.
Telephone 01631 562589.

GARDEN EQUIPMENT

FLY-MOWER,nearly new
with grass box, £49.99.
Telephone 0776157866 or
07950253281.

GENTS CLOTHING

MENS NEW MOLESKIN
plus four trousers beige
34" waist, ideal  for
country wear, £40.
Telephone 01631 720369.

HOBBIES

CROSS-STITCH hoops
and frames, skeins, needles
and some books worth £70,
sell £49. Telephone 01546
603636.

LADIES CLOTHING

LADIES BODY
WARMER, thickly padded
, size 12, bargain at £10,
new. Telephone 01631
564784.
LADIES ¾ JACKET
warmly lined, wind and
waterproof, new size 12,
bargain at £25. Half price
target dry make. Telephone
01631 564784.

LIVESTOCK

CLYDESDALE, Three and
a half year old Gelding,
good bone and lovely
temperament, ready to go
on. Sadly for sale due to
job move. Please telephone
01586 830107. Email
jenny.dossor@tesco.net.

LOST AND FOUND

MISSING BLACK,short
haired, male cat,slight
‘kink’ can be felt at the tip
of tail. Answers to the
name of  ‘Gila’
Fernoch Crescent,
Lochgilphead or surround-
ing area. Please contact
01546 603108.

MISCELLANEOUS

CREEL rope 12ml, 10ml
and 6ml multi polysteel
also 50inch buoys and 40
inch twine, spinners and
cable ties. Telephone
01546 603537
MOTOR BIKE HELMET
vgc., cost £70 ,now £40
o.n.o.  Telephone
07778519586.
MOTORISED RECLIN-
ING SWING, excellent
condition, £30 ono.
Telephone 01586 553032.
PROACTION 400gsm
King size sleeping bag,
used twice, £20. Telephone
01546 603629.
VHF RADIO humingbird
water resistant, ideal for
boat, yacht or rib, £45.
Telephone 01631 564255.

MUSICAL

INSTRUMENTS AND

ACCESSORIES

BASS GUITAR/ Amp
nearly new £100 o.n.o.
Telephone 01852 300461.
CLASSICAL guitar and
custom hardcase handmade
by Joan Cashimira, £350
ono.  Telephone 01866
822466.
PIANO ACCORDION
baile 120 bass, 24 treble,
reconditioned.  Very good
£800 o.n.o.  Telephone
01499 302031.

PRINTERS AND

STATIONERS

COLOUR PHOTO-
COPIER - have your
favourite photographs
enlarged to A3 or A4 size.
Call Krisp Printing &
Stationery, Burnbank,

PERSONALS

THANK YOU

Sincere thanks to family
and friends for the

beautiful flowers, cards
and phone calls during

my recent illness. Special
thanks to Dr’s Wilson &
AA Henderson Oban and

to Mr A Kirk & staff,
Level 9, Western

Infirmary, Glasgow. A
happy and healthy 2006
to you all Mary Russell

Ellen Warnock, Creagan
Park, Tobermory would
like to thank the doctors

and staff at the RAH
Paisley for all their help
during my recent stay

there.  I would also like to
thank everyone who sent
cards and flowers on my

return home, also my
daughters and sons-in-law
who have looked after me
so well.  A big thanks to
Cal Mac for holding the

ferry back and the officer
who took me on board

ship.  Many many thanks
indeed.

Nancy and Alister
MacKinnon

wish to thank their many
friends who remembered
their Diamond Anniver-

sary on December 28 and
donations for Stroke

Unit. Special thanks to
John Simpson, who

surprised us with a lovely
cake.

4 Benmore View
North Connel.

HAPPY 30th

BIRTHDAY
ROBERT

Have a good one
at Creich Hall

Saturday night.
See you there.

Campbeltown. telephone
01586 554975.
LAMINATING - PRE-
SERVE your childs
favourite drawings, A4 -
$2, A3 - £3, contact Krisp
Printing and Stationery,
Burnbank, Campbeltown.
Telephone 01586 554975.

TELEVISIONS

COLOUR T.V. with stand
remote control, good
working order, £49.
Telephone 01631 565238.

TOYS AND GAMES

MAMAS AND Papas girls
pram, vgc., £15. Telephone
01852300461.

Dance a jig with
Charlie Horse.

 He’s reached the
big 6 - OH!

He’s celebrating on
the beat tonight
with friends in

Glasgow.

Happy Birthday
from Iona.

PERSONALS
PERSONALS
PERSONALS

It pays to advertise in

THE
 OBAN TIMES

Argyll District Salmon Fishery Board

Meeting of Qualified Proprietors

In accordance with Schedule 2 of the Salmon and

Freshwater Fisheries (Consolidation)(Scotland) Act 2003

and The Argyll District Salmon Fishery District Designation

Order 2005, we hereby call a meeting of all proprietors of

salmon fisheries or their mandatories, in the Awe, Creran,

Loch Fyne, Ruel, and Arran Salmon Fishery Districts and

within the Drummachloy (Bute), Ormsary and Carradale

(Kintyre), Add and Feochan Euchar and Nell districts, and

the area between Strone Point (North end of the Holy Loch)

and the old pier at Arrochar, to be held at the

Argyll Hotel, Inveraray, Argyll,

on 17th February at 2 p.m.

The meeting is called to elect the committee and chairman

for the Argyll District Salmon Fishery Board that will

supersede the whole of the districts described above. The

co-option of representatives of salmon anglers, tenant

netsmen and others, and the appointment of clerks and

bailiffs, together with any other business will follow these

elections.

Mandatories must provide written authorisation from the

qualified proprietor they represent.

By order of:

Jane Wright – Clerk to the Awe and Loch Fyne District

Salmon Fishery Boards

Patrick Bowlby – Clerk to the Ruel District Salmon Fishery

Board

Please advise attendance to Mrs Jane Wright at

Cherry Park, Inveraray, Argyll, PA32 8XE.

E-mail: njwright@compuserve.com

or admin@argyllfisheriestrust.co.uk

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATORS

LICENCE, Rembrand Timber Limited of

Shielhill Wood, Tealing, by Dundee DD4 0PW,

is applying to change an existing licence as

follows: to add an operating centre to keep

2 goods vehicles at Area 7E, Plot 2,

Glenshellach Business Park, Glengallon

Road, Oban.  Owners or occupiers of land

(including buildings) near the operating

centre who believe that their use or

enjoyment of that land would be affected,

should make written representations to the

Traffic Commissioner at Scottish Traffic Area,

J Floor, Argyle House, 3 Lady Lawson Street,

Edinburgh EH3 9SE stating their reasons,

within 21 days of this notice.  Representors

must at the same time send a copy of their

representations to the applicant at the

address given at the top of this notice.  A

guide to making representations is available

from the Traffic Commissioner's office.

•
 ACCOUNTANTS

JEAN AINSLEY & Co
Accounts preparation and
production. Full book-
keeping service. No fee for
initial consultation.
Telephone 01631 567007.

Simmers

& Co

Chartered

Accountants

We are pleased to offer
our local personal
service for all your

business needs
Telephone:

01631 562169
E-mail:

mail@simmers.co.uk

•
 CLEANING

1ST
CHOICE

CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Carpets and
 upholstery
 cleaning

at its best!
All work guaranteed

Telephone:
07815 036684

or
01631 720322
01631 720297

Evenings

•
 GARDEN SERVICES

TREE or HEDGE WORK
Surgery, felling, removal
etc. Chain saw sculpture.
Also firewood supplies. Tel-
ephone 01631 770206
(Kilmore, near Oban).

•
 MOBILE PHONES

FREE MOBILE
PHONES, free connec-
tion. For best deals
telephone your local dealer
Q5 on 01866 833374

•
 FURNITURE

ALBA PINE quality furni-
ture. Telephone 01852
316257 or visit showroom
at Keltia, Main Street,
Connel.
Website:
www.albapine.co.uk.

•
SLATES

Your Local

 Slate Merchant

Spanish Heavy Slates

(Grade A)

Complies with BS680 1971 part 2

French norm P32.301 and

P32.302 1S0 9002

and

Scottish Slates

All other natural slates
available to order

For prices and further
information telephone

01631 562673

07748 435407
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MEMORIALSFOR THE BLIND

CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC

TUITION AT THE ROYAL

SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH

Please give your financial

support by donation, deed of

covenant or legacy

Please send to Appeals

Department, Highland

Arts Effort, Royal Blind

Asylum School, P.O. Box

500, Gillespie Crescent,

Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

CHARITY
DONATIONS

Fighting Cancer

on all fronts . . .

CRC Scotland spends
more on research than
any other organisation

Commitment of over

£15 million each year

Cancer Research UK  Scotland

Suite 1/1, Unit 4 Blair Court

Clydebank Business Park

Clydebank, G81 2LA

BIRTHS

WEIR - At Kingston Hos-
pital, Kingston upon
Thames, on January 4,
2006, to Johnny and Liz, a
son, William Cameron.

ENGAGEMENTS

BLACK  - MACLEOD –
Both families are delighted
to announce the engage-
ment of Diane, daughter of
Alasdair and Kathleen
Black, Oban, to Kenny, son
of Kenny and Grace
MacLeod, Lochgilphead.

MACPHIE – WELLS –
Both families are delighted
to announce the engage-
ment of John, son of Ian and
Eileen MacPhie, Mallaig, to
Dawn, youngest daughter of
Maurice and Joyce Wells,
Inverlochy.

RUBY WEDDING

GAILEY- MACLEAN -
At Kilninver Parish Church
on January 15, 1966, by the
Rev. Christopher Mac-
Kinnon, Anne to John
Allan. Present address,
Morleen, Kilninver.

DEATHS

BARNES - Peacefully at
Lynn of Lorne Care Home,
Benderloch on January 2,
2006, in his 85th year, Ken,
beloved husband of the late
Elsie Barnes, dear father of
Jennifer, Rosemary, Jean
and John much loved fa-
ther-in-law and grandpa.
JACKSON – Very
suddenly at the Belford
Hospital, Fort William, on
January 6, 2006, aged 61
years, Elizabeth (Liz), (nee
Bennett). Dear wife of John
and much loved mother of
Iain. Very sadly missed.
MACLEOD – At Perth
Royal Infirmary on Sunday,
January 8, 2006, Annie
Neill, beloved wife of the
late Rev Angus Macleod, a
much loved mother, grand-
mother and great-grand-
mother.  Funeral service in
Scone Old Parish Church on
Friday, January 13, at
10.30am, followed by inter-
ment in Scone Cemetery.
All family and friends re-
spectfully invited.
McKINNON - Suddenly at
work on the pier, Colonsay,
on December 28, 2005,
Charles Walker, aged 67,
dearly loved husband of
May, son of the late John
and Agnes McKinnon,
Hillhead Farm, Arran,
brother of John and Iris.
Sadly missed.
MUNRO – Peacefully at
Ossian Retirement Home,
North Connel, on January 6,
2006, Archibald Munro
aged 90 years.  Funeral on
Friday, January 13, 2006, at
Dalmally Church at 1 pm.
Donations to Cancer
Research through D & A
Munn, Funeral Directors
Oban.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

BROTCHIE – The family
of the late William (Bill)
Brotchie wish to whole-
heartedly thank everyone
for the love and support
shown to them during their
time of great sadness and
sorrow.  Many thanks also
for all the beautiful cards
and flowers.  Sincere thanks
to Moss Park Nursing
Home for all the love and
care they gave to Bill dur-
ing his years there.  A sum
of £297 was collected for
Moss Park.  Thanks also to
Mike McFall and Ewen
McLellan, words can not
express our gratitude to
you, your support and effi-
ciency were a God send.
Many, many thanks.  A fi-
nal thank you to the Rev A
Guiness for his comforting
service, to Alistair, Ian and
Uncle Frank for their ad-
dresses and to all who at-
tended St Andrews on
Christmas Eve.
CAIN – Many thanks to the
Duncan family, Janice for
all the help she gave me
looking after my beloved
Eleanor. Especially the past
months when Eleanor was
in a lot of pain. To Rusty for
running about in his car, our
adopted daughter Hayley
and our adopted grandchil-
dren, Keira, Taylor and
Lexie, for helping to cheer
her up the last few months.
Ward CA Room 1,
Raigmore and Macmillan
Nurses there. Medical
Ward, Belford Hospital.
The three Ks Macmillan
nurses, Marie MacNeil and
Isobel, night nurses, Craig
Nevis. Special thanks to her
friend and pal Dr Shirley, Dr
Idris, nurses Deirdre and
Nicki. To Dr Robinson for
his help the weekend he was
called out. To our Rector
Rev A Guinness for his
comforting and spiritual
visits at home and hospital.
Ian MacLeay for his ser-
mon, the professional way

Mike and Ewen carried out
the funeral arrangements.
To family and friends who
attended the service and
burial, West End Hotel for
catering, all the lovely flow-
ers, cards, letters and tel-
ephone calls during her ill-
ness and after. Many thanks
for the generous sum of
£610 for Macmillan Nurses
Fund.
– Pat the butcher.
GILLIES – The family of
the late Willie Gillies wish
to thank all relatives, friends
and neighbours for their
kindness shown following
their recent sad loss.  They
would like to thank the staff
at the Lynn of Lorne Care
Home and the Taynuilt and
Connel Medical Practice for
all their help.  Thanks also
to Rev Margaret Millar for
her kind words of comfort,
Daphne Campbell, who
played the organ and to
Hamish Hoey & Sons, Fu-
neral Directors, for their
excellent service and pro-
fessional guidance and to
Taynuilt Hotel for their fine
catering.  A huge thank you
to all who joined them at the
church and graveside and
donated the sum of £761.30
to Alzheimer Scotland Lo-
cal Branch.  39 Cruachan
Cottages, Taynuilt.
LAMONT – Mrs Mary W
Lamont wishes to express
her appreciation to all those
who attended the service in
the Oban Parish Church and
the Funeral Service in
Heylipol Church in Tiree
for her dear husband Willie.
Thanks to the Reverend A
Campbell, Mr F MacKenzie
for a Gaelic Reading, to Mr
Nicholson for the music in
Oban, and to the Reverend
I Gillespie and Reverend P
Williams on Tiree, for the
lovely services, to Lachie
MacKinnon for the Gaelic
Prayers to Dr Holliday for
his memories of Willie, and
to Mrs Deas for the music.
A thank you to the Royal
Hotel in Oban and to
George MacLean & Staff in
the Lodge Hotel, Tiree for
an excellent buffet.  To Dr
Andrew Henderson & Mr
Scobie and the Lorn Medi-
cal Centre for all their atten-
tion over the years, also Dr
Holliday & Staff on Tiree.
To Mr & Mrs D MacLean,
Mannal, who provided such
wonderful hospitality to my
friends and myself.  To
Hamish Hoey & Son for
funeral arrangements in
Oban and Tiree under diffi-
cult circumstances.  Special
thanks to Catriona for her
exceptional assistance and
the Coop Funeral Service,
Tiree.  To M Gracie for
flowers.  Moran Taing.
Thank you.  Mary.
MACLEAY – The family
of the late Douglas wish to
express their sincere and
heartfelt thanks to all fam-
ily, friends and neighbours
for the overwhelming expe-
rience of being surrounded
by your love and prayers,
also for the many cards, let-
ters, phone calls and visits
we received. We were so
touched by the care and
presence, particularly of
Dougies pals and work col-
leagues. Special thanks to
Rev. Robert MacLeod and
Rev. Neil MacLean for such
a compassionate and com-
forting service, to Rev.
Donald Maciver and
Rosskeen Free Church con-
gregation for all their care,
to Kristine and Jimmy for
leading the praise, also
those involved from North-
ern Constabulary, to Dr
Hutton and Dr McKenna
for their understanding and
support, to Neil Cameron,
Brora, Piper, to Jimmy and
Dougie MacKenzie, Dawn
Gilmour for being so caring
in all the sadness of arrang-
ing the funeral. The collec-
tion at the church amounted
to £1,851,00 which will be
used locally to support
youngsters in need.
MACRAE – The family of
the late George would like
to thank all relatives, friends
and neighbours for their
kind expressions of sympa-
thy following their recent
sad loss. Thanks also to
Mike McFall and staff for
professional and caring fu-
neral arrangements. To Rev
Corbett for his kindness and
comforting service. To staff
at both Belford Medical and
Belhaven Wards for their
care to George during his
last few weeks. To Jenny
and staff for excellent cater-
ing arrangements. A special
thank you to Janis, his home
help for many years, for all
her care and kindness. A fi-
nal thank you to all who
paid their last respects at
Church and graveside and
donated the sum of £243 to
Belford Medical Ward. A
grateful thank you to you
all.
McKINNON - May
McKinnon would like to
thank all family and friends
for their kind expressions of
sympathy, floral tributes,
cards and letters following
the recent sad loss of Charlie.
A special thanks to pier staff,
Shirley, Liz, Margaret
Darroch, Margaret Smith,
Linda Butcher, Callum and
John Bridges for their sym-
pathetic care and attention.
Thanks also to Rev. Mike

Ratenbury for the thoughtful
and comforting service, also
many thanks to McBrayne
staff and crews.
McTAGGART – Mary and
family of the late John
McTaggart who died
suddenly but peacefully at
home in Portree on
December 25, 2005, aged 75
years, wish to thank all
relatives, friends and
neighbours for their support
and sympathy, following
their sad loss.  Special thanks
to Mgr James MacNeil for his
compassionate support and
for the comforting requiem
mass held in Portree and for
celebrating the funeral mass
in Oban with Canon
MacKay.  Sincere thanks to
funeral directors D & M
MacLeod, Portree and
Hamish Hoey for their
professional services and
guidance and to the Kings
Knoll Hotel for their
excellent catering.  Retiral
collection at Portree and
Oban raised for British Lung
Foundation £400.  Finally a
heartfelt thank you to all who
paid their last respects in both
Oban and Portree.
SADDINGTON –
Margaret and family would
like to thank everyone for
their kind expressions of
sympathy following the sad
loss of Sarah.  Thanks to
staff of Ward B, Lorn and
Islands District General
Hospital, Rev A Campbell
and Hamish Hoey and Son.

IN MEMORIAM

CAMERON - In fond
memory of my parents
Duncan Cameron, died De-
cember 17, 1966 and Eliza-
beth McLellan died January
10, 1972.
Please god forgive a silent
tear
A constant wish that you
were here
Others have lost I know
that’s true
But you were mine and I
miss you so.
- Mary, 5 Old Ground,
Invergarry.
CAMERON - Precious
memories of our dear father,
Duncan, who died January
6, 2003.
Forever in our thoughts. -
Irene, Junie, Catherine
Anne and family.
CAMERON – Fond
memories of my mother,
Margaret, who died January
10, 1991 and my father,
Duncan, who died March
27, 1985.
Remembered always.
- Inserted by daughter Mary
and son-in-law Alister
MacLachlan.
CAMPBELL – In loving
memory of Chrissie
Campbell who died peace-
fully January 12, 2004. A
loving wife, mother, gran
and sister.
We hold you close within
our hearts
And there you shall remain
To walk with us throughout
our lives
Until we meet again
So rest in peace dear loved
one
And thanks for all you’ve
done
We pray that God has given
you
The crown you’ve truly
won
Loved and missed dearly. -
Duncan and family
CAMPBELL – In loving
memory of Archie
Campbell, a dear dad and
grandpa, who died Decem-
ber 31, 2000.
Much missed.
- Mairi, Charlie, Fiona and
Calum.
CRUICKSHANK - In lov-
ing memory of Jimmy, a
much loved husband, father
and grandfather who passed
away January 15, 1999.
Though seven long years
have passed
Since you left us that win-
ters morn
We miss you still, but keep
you
Forever in our hearts.
- Inserted by his loving wife
Kate, sons Iain and Dougie
and their families.
GRAHAM - In loving
memory of a dear wife,
mother and grandmother
who passed away on Janu-
ary 6, 1998.
Loved and remembered al-
ways.
- Inserted by Bill and all the
family.
HAY – Cherished and lov-
ing memories of our kind,
loving and caring son,
brother and uncle, James
Nicolson (Jimmy) who de-
parted from this life on
January 10, 1998 aged
36years.
Your love is always with us
Your place no one can fill
In life we love you dearly
In death we love you still
They are not engraved in
rarest gold
Or hung for all to view
They are engraved with
pride
Within our hearts
Our memories of you
Forever loved and missed,
Mum, Dad, Donald,
Anthea, Iain and families.
HAY - In loving memory of
Jimmy.
Treasured memories never
die.
- Auntie Morag and Uncle
Tom.
MACDOUGALL - In
loving memory of a dear
sister, Jeannie, who died

December 31, 2004.
Fondly remembered.
- Neil and Sheana,
Helensburgh.
MACEACHEN – In fond
and loving memory of my
dear husband, Ronald, RIP,
who died January 10, 2004.
Time may hide the sadness
Like the smile that hides the
tears
But nothing will hide the
heartache
Despite the passing years.
- Inserted by his loving
wife, Chrissie.
MACINNES – In loving
memory of Iain Paul
MacInnes, much loved dad
and granddad.
Forever in our thoughts and
prayers.
- Love Carol and Erin.
MACKAY - In loving
memory of our dear mother,
died January 11, 1973, our
dear brother Duncan died
February 12, 1985 also our
dear sister Morag died De-
cember 3, 2002.
Life goes on and time goes
by
But memories of you never
die.
- Inserted by Cathie,
Portnahaven, Islay.
Deep in our heart your
memory is kept
To remember and cherish
and never forget.
- Inserted by Ian and Jean,
Tarbert, Argyll.
Memories hold you close to
us
Despite the passing years.
- Inserted by Mary and fam-
ily, Glasgow.
MACLELLAN - Treas-
ured memories of my dar-
ling husband, Donnie, our
dearest dad and grandad
died January 13, 1993.
No need for words except
to say
Still loved and missed in
everyway.
- Elizabeth and family.
MACLELLAN – In
memory of our friend, Ina.
Always in our thoughts and
prayers.
- Darren and Angela.
MACLELLAN – In
memory of our father, Ri-
chard, who died January 5,
1996 and our mother, Ina,
who died January 11, 2004.
Loved and remembered al-
ways.
- From all the family at
Bail’Ur.
MACMILLAN – In loving
memory of our dear son
Mark, who died January 14,
1991, aged 15 years.
The hardest thing in life to
bear
Is to want your child and
he’s not there
With tears in our eyes we
whisper low
We love you Mark and miss
you so.
– Dad and Mum, Balla-
chulish.
MACMILLAN – Treas-
ured memories of my
brother Mark.
A tribute of love and re-
membrance to a brother I’ll
never forget
His memory to me is a
treasure
His loss a lifetime regret.
Sadly missed.
- Iain.
MACMILLAN – Fond
memories of Mark, died
January 14, 1991, age 15
Loved and remembered al-
ways
Maureen, Andrew and
Andrew.
MACMILLAN – Our
cousin Mark, taken from us
January 14, 1991.
Never forgotten.
- Lynne, Duncan and fam-
ily
MACMILLAN – Mark, I
miss you.
- Love Jane x x x.
McCALLUM - In loving
memory of my husband, our
father and pappa, Donald
who died on January 11,
2005.
Sadly missed and remem-
bered everyday
- Joan and family, Islay and
Drymen.
McKELLAR - in loving
memory of Robert , a dear
father and grandfather, who
died January 9, 2002.
 Forever in our thoughts -
McKellar family.
McLELLAN – In loving
memory of Jimmy, a de-
voted father, father-in-law,
papa, great-papa and uncle,
who died January 15, 2002.
Also our mother, Flora, died
July 25, 1968 and our
brother Jim, drowned June
15, 1987.
Dearly loved and sorely
missed.
- Rachel, Cathie, Florrie and
families, Islay and
Inverurie.
RHIND - In memory of
George Alexander Reid
Rhind died December 13,
1991, Neilina Carmichael
Rhind died January 11,
1988 and Grace Anne Rhind
died July 13, 1999.
Always in our thoughts.
- Inserted by family in
Peebles, Johannesburg and
Islay.
STODDART - In loving
memory of our dear brother
Malcolm Livingston, died
January 10, 1972.
Always in our thoughts.
- Inserted by family, Glas-
gow.
THORBURN – In loving
memory of my dear hus-
band and our dad, Bert, who
died January 12, 2003.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Kathleen and family.

KERMODE
John to Lilian
(née Black)

January 13, 1966.
Present address –

Tynwald,
Glenburn Place,

Oban.

YOUNG - In loving
memory of our beloved
mum and granny, Flora who
died on January 9, 2005.
So sadly missed
Always in our thoughts.
- Alastair, Gillian, Alex and
Mitchell.

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 15 January 2006

Epiphany 2
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Holy Communion...... 0800
Sung Eucharist .......... 1015
Sunday School and Creche

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All welcome
Norman MacCallum,

Provost
�(01631) 562323

All Saints, Inveraray
Holy Eucharist .............. 1430

Christ Church,
Lochgilphead
Loop System

Holy Eucharist .............. 0900
Holy Eucharist ...............1100

St Columba, Poltalloch,
Kilmartin

Evensong ....................... 1530
St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Ecumenical Service for Week
of Prayer for Christian Unity

1015
St Columba, Bishop’s House,

Iona
Holy Eucharist ................ 1000

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

ASSOCIATED
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church
Sunday 15 January 2006

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’

available
Wednesday 18 January 2006

7.30 p.m.
Prayer and Bible Ministry

 Rev. Archie McPhail
MA, MTh

�(01631) 567076
All welcome

DESTINY

CHURCH

OBAN

Sunday 15 January

Oban High School

Assembly Hall

11 a.m.

WWWWWill soon beill soon beill soon beill soon beill soon be

held at newheld at newheld at newheld at newheld at new

venuevenuevenuevenuevenue

Telephone:

01631 564283

www.destiny-church.com

MACLENNAN –
HOBSON - Angus and
Margaret are delighted to
announce the engagement
of their daughter Kirsteen
to Richard on Christmas
Day 2005.
Congratulations.

MACDONALD -
ARTHUR – Both fami-
lies are delighted to an-
nounce the engagement of
Sheena, only daughter of
Archie and Anne,
“Fasgadh”, Longsdale
Road, to Iain, younger son
of Eamonn and Maureen,
“Oronsay”, Lonan Drive,
Oban.

WALKER – Michelle
and David are delighted
to announce the birth of
their son, Euan Alexan-
der, born December 21,
2005.  Both doing very
well.

MACINNES
John and Joanne (née

Howe) are delighted to
announce the birth of

their son Cameron
John on January 6,
2006, at St John’s

Hospital, Livingston.
Thanking all in

attendance.

CHARLTON
Stuart and Rhoda
(née Kennedy) are

delighted to
announce the birth
of their daughter,
Abbie Elizabeth

A sister for
Cameron

Born on December
20, 2005, at

Raigmore Hospital,
Inverness.

ROBERTSON –
MITCHELL

Both families are
delighted to announce

the engagement on
Boxing Day 2005, of
Scott, son of Alex and

Sheila Robertson,
Taynuilt, to Lynn,

daughter of Hugh and
Margaret Mitchell,

Barrhead.

January has always been a time for look-
ing back and looking forward and this year
is no different.

 On television we have revisited the scenes
of the major disasters that occurred in the
past year - the tsunami that wrecked so
many homes and destroyed so many lives,
the hurricane that swept through the city of
New Orleans and the earthquake that struck
Pakistan.  This is to say nothing of the fam-
ine that rages in Darfur and elsewhere and
the HIV/AIDS epidemic in Africa.

In response to these tragedies, people
across the world have reacted with massive
generosity.  All of us have become more
aware that we live in the shrinking world
we call the ‘global village’.

Some of the responsibility for the world’s
problems lies with us.

 Our industrialised society creates wealth
but it also creates global warming.

We prosper at the expense of other peo-
ple’s poverty.

Christians believe that God can create
good out of evil.  The greatest tragedy of
history was the death of Jesus.

God sent his Son into the world to share
our humanity. He came bearing a message
of peace and a rule of life that would en-
sure human happiness; and we killed him.

Yet out of that tragedy good emerged.  His
message and example still inspire us and
give us hope.

His solidarity with mankind and his gen-
erosity still survive as the response to last
years’ tragedies bear witness.

Bishop Ian Murray
Argyll and the Isles, Oban

Thought for the week

God can create good

out of evil

ON CHRISTMAS Eve
Skye lost one of its most
familiar and fondly-
regarded female inhabitants
of the past half-century.

Margaret Mackinnon (nee
Hilditch), was born in
Edinburgh but spent much
of her childhood in the
English Midlands.

Having married Len
Whatley at the end of the
Second World War and, as
a young mother of 20 with
two children in tow (she
would eventually have six),
she settled in Skye in 1949,
on the then uninhabited
island of Pabay, off
Broadford.

Her late brother Harry
became the proprietor of the
Dunollie Hotel, while her
parents provided opera-
tional support - and a
weekday residence for her
children while they were
schooled in Broadford -
from the cottage at Seaside.
She spent the best part of
the next 20 years of her life
on Pabay, a formidable
challenge, particularly for
someone who had little love
of  sea crossings.

Nevertheless, with her
husband, Margaret mana-
ged successfully to raise her
expanding family and at the
same time create an
environment which was
warm, welcoming and for
many, inspirational.

Time spent in the Whatley
household on Pabay - at the
social heart of which lay
Margaret’s constantly
bustling kitchen - was a life-
affirming experience,
leading to many return
visits, friendships formed
for life, and in a few cases
permanent residence in
Skye.

If farming - including
chick-rearing, for supply to
whole of the Western Isles
- just about provided the
mainstay of the household
economy (it was a close-run
thing), this was comple-
mented with an enthusiasm
for the creative arts, which
in Margaret’s case meant
knitting and in Len’s, paint-
ing and early experiments
with clay which led to the
establishment in 1971 of
Edinbane Pottery, now
owned and run by
Margaret’s eldest son.

After struggling for two
decades to eke out a living
on Pabay, and at some cost
to Len’s health, Margaret
and he decided to move to
mainland Skye, and bought
the buildings and small
estate at Edinbane after
living for a time in the
schoolhouse at Breakish.

If the departure from
Pabay - and the death of her
husband some five years
later, at the close of 1974 -
marked the end of one
chapter in her life, another
opened in the later 1970s
when Margaret found a
window of fresh oppor-
tunities when she met and
married (in December
1979) Charlie Mackinnon,
from Geary, Waternish, a
man whose ancestral roots
lie deep in Skye’s rural
economy and culture.  In the
spring of 1980, with
Charlie, and utilising the

Margaret

Mackinnon

Margaret and her second husband, Charlie
experience obtained in
catering for large numbers
during house-crowded
summers on Pabay,
Margaret turned the lodge at
Edinbane into a thriving
hotel.

Somehow she managed to
bring to Edinbane Lodge
many of the virtues which
had been characteristic of
life on Pabay – open-ness
and conviviality to name
but two – and some
unforgettable jam-packed
parties at Hogmanay.

The Lodge was extended
and enlarged with the con-
struction of the Bothan; for
a number of years some of
the island’s liveliest ceilidhs
were hosted by Margaret
and Charlie, and not a few
now well-known singers
and players made their
debuts or refined their
techniques on one of the
Lodge’s crowded ceilidh
nights.

Hotel work for owner-
proprietors is hard work
though, involving long
hours for relatively little
reward; almost certainly too
Margaret and Charlie’s
generosity ate into any
profits they made.

The Lodge was sold in
1987 and while Charlie
tended the croft lands and
raised and sold livestock,
Margaret embarked on what
would be her final business
venture (but one that lasted
almost 20 years).  It was an
activity that lay close to her
heart - knitting, and the
production of a wide range
of knitted goods at her
workshop at Dunhallin.
From her time on Pabay
Margaret had knitted
jerseys, hats and other items
of clothing for her family,
and had begun to sell some
too, to supplement island
finances.

Hardly a day of her life
passed without some time
being devoted to wool-
working, either by needles
or on her machines.

From her workshop in
Waternish, she would drive
off in her battered red Mini,
full to bursting with
Dunhallin Crafts’ stock for
the bustling stall she had at
Portree and other regular
markets. Sales achieved
were only part of the
balance sheet; what
mattered equally was who
she’d met and the quality of
the crack.

With Charlie she was a
frequent and enthusiastic
supporter of and attendee at
the Mod, in whatever
Scottish town it was held.
For decades she was a
driving force behind the
Dunvegan Show, not only
as an organiser who at one
time or another held
virtually every committee
post, but as someone who
had that unique knack of
being able draw advertising
revenue and sponsorship
from what at first sight
appeared to be unlikely
funding sources.  She was a
founder member of the
Friends of Gesto Hospital,
as well as of the Skye and
Lochalsh Arts and Crafts
Association.

In the 1990s she became
President of the Old
People’s Welfare, and a
national committee member
for Age Concern. No

respecter of class
background or position, and
contemptuous of social
affectation, her incisive,
frank, no-nonsense
contributions on all of these
bodies were invaluable, but
what will be remembered
too is her enthusiasm.

She was a shrewd judge of
character, and for the
unfortunate few who had
disappointed her, her
observations could sting.
She had little truck with
sentimental show, nor much
time until her final months
for looking backwards
(although she had a
fondness for the wartime
years of her teens).
Resilient in the face of
adversity, she advocated a
matter-of-fact attitude to
life which she lived in the
present and for the future.

With a family background
in small business, and
perhaps because for most of
her lifetime on Skye
Margaret only enjoyed
fleeting moments of
material prosperity, she
loved a bargain - and the
bargaining process, and
hugely enjoyed rummaging
around in charity shops and
on open air market stalls;
the more charity shops a
town boasted, the greater
was the chance she would
pay a return visit.

On Skye, visiting family
members and friends were
employed as a small
informal army of casual
workers; few people with
whom she was at all
familiar visited her on
Pabay, at the Lodge or more
recently at Dunhallin and
Geary, without being
allocated some task or
other, ranging from ditch-
digging through building
work to the less demanding
chores for which children
were recruited, like wool-
winding or dish-washing.

Island life, the need to
plan ahead and order
supplies in advance, in bulk,
and food shortages induced
by rough seas inculcated a
life-long habit of stock-
building; her cupboards
were never bare, although
her family remain mystified
at the size of her store of
trifle sponges.

There was scarcely a
moment until her final illness
that Margaret was not busy,
sometimes hectically so and
usually necessarily, and with
her zest for life and the
affection she felt for the many
visitors she welcomed onto
Pabay and then to the Lodge
and at Dunhallin, there were
moments when her children
must have yearned for a just
a bit more mothering.

She relished their
affection for her and the
support they have provided
over what have often been
difficult times – no more so
than during the past six
months, and has delighted
and flourished in the role of
grandmother and more
recently, as a great-
grandmother.  She was also
my dearly beloved Auntie
Margaret.

She died, peacefully, at
Gesto Hospital, Edinbane.

Margaret Mackinnon was
born on 23 October 1928
and died on December 24,
2005, at the age of 77.

 CAW

Obituary
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Atlatis Leisure’s Julie Didcock puts Argyll and Bute MSP George Lyon
through his paces at the opening of the centre’s new gym t02gym10

Members of the Atlantis Elite Squad Chris Hutchens and Alex Rawcliffe test
the new running machines at the gym

Sean O’Bryne, Chis Hutchens and Andrew Phillips make the most of the
centre’s cycling machines t02gym07

Julie Didcock and her father Alfie MacKenzie inspect the new equipment t02gym01

Atlantis Leisure

takes fitness to

a new level

Gym instructor Kerry MacDonald demonstrates the weighlifting equipment at
the new gym in Atlantis Leisure t02gym04

Atlantis Leisure fitness assistant AK shows elite athlete
Andrew Phillips how to maximise his fitness t02gym08

Elite squad members David Clunie and Alex
Rawcliffe t02gym06

Saul Ormiston and Andrew Phillips give Kerry
MacDonald a helping hand t02gym05

Atlantis director Neil Matheson, left, shows
councillors Allan Macaskill and Robin Banks

around the gym and dance studio t02gym02

THE arrival of a New Year
brings a fresh start for most
of us, and Oban’s Atlantis
Leisure has been no excep-
tion.

An £100,000 investment
into improving and updating
community facilities means
that  now Atlantis Leisure
offers the very best in health
and fitness for the future.

The Atlantis team have
worked hard to provide the
very best in fitness equipment
and a high quality environ-
ment to make fitness training
really enjoyable. The more
you use it the better it gets!

Technogym, one of the
market leaders in the world
of fitness equipment, has
been added to the existing
fitness equipment to offer a

£100,000 investment in

health and fitness for the future

new 30-station gym with
three running machines,
two cross trainers, two
cardio waves, three bikes
and a smiths multi power.

The cardio wave is a pio-
neering new machine which
has taken Technogym 10
years to develop. It is prac-
tically exclusive to Atlantis;
only one other gym in Scot-
land has this latest piece of
gym equipment!

The cardio wave promises
to get you real results where
you want them.

Technogym has been the
official equipment supplier
for many of the world’s top
sporting events such as the
2000 Olympics in Sydney,
Athens 2004 Olympics and
Paralympics Games, and
the Turin 2006 Winter Ol-
ympics Games.

In the air-conditioned gym
there is a comprehensive
range of the very best car-
diovascular and resistance
machines as well as a sepa-
rate spacious free weights
area.

 And if you’re ever unsure
about how to use the equip-

ment or need help with an
exercise, there’s Atlantis
Leisure’s fitness team on
hand; a qualified friendly
fitness professional will be
available on the gym floor
at all times.

Getting started
 To start using the gym, you

will need to book in for a gym
induction. This is a hands-on
demonstration which will be
given by one of the qualified
gym instructors.

Once you have learned to
use the equipment and feel
comfortable, the next step is
to help you manage your
progress and achieve your
goals through an assessment
and personal programme.

Getting everyone
involved

As a step to help improve
the health of young people,
Atlantis have now opened up
the gym to all individuals
over 14 years of age - why
not train with your kids and
enjoy motivating each other
and getting fit together?

With a new dance studio,

class programmes are ex-
panding all the time to of-
fer a range of classes for
both adults and juniors. Re-
cent additions to the junior
fitness programme include
tap dancing, fun dance,
funky dance and jazz.

A new soft play centre will
be located in the old fitness
suite and will be opening at
the end of January 2006.

And don’t forget the
swimming pool, which is
now complete with poolside
access  to the sauna.

Getting results, staying
motivated and having fun are
the key to a successful exer-
cise programme. Atlantis
provides all the ingredients
needed for everyone to stay
on track with New Year
healthy lifestyle resolutions.

Getting a good deal
more

Making leisure affordable
for all has also been a goal
for the sports complex that
has been achieved through
the discounted lifestyle
membership scheme.

Atlantis has also united

with other local businesses to
create ‘Club Oban’. This new
scheme entitles all Atlantis
Leisure lifestyle members to
various discounts.

Businesses which have
signed up to the scheme
include Outside Edge,
Artisan, Scott’s Sandwiches,
Taj Mahal, Petals of Oban,
Trinity, and Anglers Corner.

Manager Nick Wesley
was determined to take
Health and Fitness at
Atlantis Leisure to a new
level and, with the help of
the staff and directors, has
achieved this as Atlantis
Leisure’s success story is
continuing to grow.

Nick also wanted to give
special thanks to all the hard
work shown from the team
working on this building
project which includes Hugh
and Cameron Carmichael,
Kyle Dodds, John Bichard,
Robert Dairon Painters, CP
Architects, Matheson’s,
Forteiths, and Argyll and
Bute Planning Department.

For information on
Atlantis Leisure visit
www.atlantisleisure.co.uk.

Argyll and Bute MSP George Lyon officially cuts the ribbon to mark the opening of the new gym,
watched by Atlantis Leisure chairman Roy Clunie and centre manager Nick Wesley t02gym11
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Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, April 14, 2005

are listed below with differences
for major ports listed beneath.

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date am pm
Thur        04..12   3.4    1056    1.5   16.55      3.5    22.47     1.4
Fri   04.54 3.6 11.41 1.4 17.30 3.6 23.29 1.3
Sat            05.33    3.7     12.20    1.4     18.37    3.7     ****      ***
Sun           00.08    1.1    06.09    3.9     12.57      1.4   18.37       3.7
Mon      00.47  1.1  06.45  3.9   13.32  1.4  19.11    3.8
Tues         01.24    1.1     07.20    3.9    14.05     1.4    19.43       3.7
Wed           01.59    1.1    07.53     3.9    14.37       1.5    20.15         3.6
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

the weather

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen  2.00

Sponsored by
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Thursday, January 12

Will be mainly cloudy or overcast with heavy rain at

times. Winds will be fresh to storng southerly

Temperatures 5ºC to 10ºC.

Friday, January 13

Will be cloudy or overcast with light to moderate rain at

times. Winds will be fresh to strong southerly

Temperatures 2ºC to 10ºC.

Saturday and Sunday

Saturday is expected to be dry with sunny spells, while

Sunday is expected to turn cloudy with rain expected

by the end of the day. Winds will be moderate to fresh

southerly or south-westerly on both days.

 Sunday.

Temperatures 2ºC to 9ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States

Oban to Barra/South Uist - Moderate to rough

Oban to Coll/Tiree - As above

Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tides

Friday

9

25

25

Oban lose

to league

leaders
OBAN played host to  Marr
on Saturday, knowing that
they would need to be at the
top of their game if they
were to get anything from
the league leaders.

A series of debateable de-
cisions made by the match
official led to the game be-
ing an ill tempered affair,
with players from both
teams questioning his deci-
sions.

Although the opposition
backs were tipped as the
most destructive in the
league, there was very little
flowing rugby being played.

Oban started the match the
better side and continually
pressured the Marr defence,
resulting in a penalty which
was struck between the
posts by Robert Wright.

Marr didn’t waste any
time in hitting back, and
stole the ball from the at-

tacking Oban side to simply
run the ball in for a seven
pointer.

A moment of controversy
arose toward the end of the
first quarter, when Oban
were denied what they
thought was a legitimate try.

From a quick line-out the
ball went straight to Euan
Wilson, who gratefully
crossed the line to score.

After apparently giving
the try the referee went for
a long chat at the sideline
with the touch judge, and
just as Oban prepared to
take the conversion, the
team were called back for a
full line-out.

Despite the set back Oban
continued the pressure and
were unlucky when both
Robin McQueen and Greg
McGill were stopped just

Rugby
short of the try line.

From the next ruck, the
Oban side were awarded for
their continued pressure,
when Andy McDougal
forced his way over the line
to put his sidein the lead by
eight points to seven.

As the game entered its
final quarter Marr were
awarded a penalty directly
in front of the Oban sticks,
and from the scrum Marr
converted to take a two
point lead.

A frantic last few minutes
could not bring any more
scoring, resulting in a Marr
victory by 10-8.

Of the two sides Marr
were undoubtedly the hap-
pier side at the end of the
match.

However , Oban can take
a lot of positives from run-
ning a very good Marr team
extremely close.

Oban and Marr fight for the ball in their match on Saturday which the side
from Troon won 10-8. t02rug01

Lochgoilhead's Ross

wins Perth Masters

bronze medal winning
team.

‘This our first year out of
junior curling so it’s good
to come straight out and be
competitive on the mens
circuit.

‘There were a lot of estab-
lished teams, which have
been together a long time
who were at the event, and
these people are  perform-
ing at a top level,’ explained
Ross.

Team Edwards’ route to
the Perth silverware was
less than straight forward.
Having yielded the first two
games, just one further loss
would have seen them exit

the tournament. But they
persevered and went on to
win the next six games,
which included the Finnish
Olympic team, and the
Scottish Institute of Sport’s
own Team Brewster in the
final.

‘Tom Brewster was in-
volved in the finals for Ol-
ympic selection so it was
good to beat him, and he
had beaten the British Ol-
ympic team in the match
before he played us.

‘It would have been good
to have had the chance to
play the British Olympic
team, but we did beat the
Finnish Olympic team in
the semi finals which was
very satisfying,’ said Ross.

LOCHGOILHEAD curler
Ross Paterson, who helped
the newly assembled Team
Edwards to surprise victory
in November’s Edinburgh
International event, has had
further success at last week-
end’s Perth Masters.

Ross has again underlined
his potential as a senior
player, after helping the
foursome beat Olympic
teams from Finland, Great
Britain and Italy to win the
tournament.

‘It was fantastic for me
and my friend Sandy
Gilmour (Edinburgh) to win
this event,’ said 21 year old
Ross, who was a member of
last year’s World Junior
Championship Scottish

Curling

Football

Saints go through as Ancrum

nerves crack in penalty shoot-out

Soccer World
Scottish Amateur Cup

3rd Round Replay
ANCRUM 1

OBAN SAINTS 1
(Saints won 3-0 on

penalties after extra time)

OBAN SAINTS made the
long 340-mile round trip to
take on Borders League side
Ancrum in the Soccer
World Scottish Amateur
Cup 3rd round replay, and
it was a very happy, but
tired, Saints team that ar-
rived back in the town at
9pm on Saturday night af-
ter a hard fought game that
went into extra time and
penalties.

The teams had drawn 1-1
in Oban on December 10 in
a closely fought game and
this match was no different.

The visitors created the
first chance when Allan
MacKay got on the end of a
Willie Gemmell long throw
but his header sailed over
the bar.

Two minutes later Bertie
Gemmell fired over a great
free kick but Joe Lopez
failed to hit the target. Then
Dean Walker had a goal-
bound effort blocked by
Ancrum skipper Robbie
Scott.

Long ball
Ancrum were favouring

the long ball, but they found
the Saints back three of
Mark MacCallum, Bertie
Gemmell and Alex
Grindlay in excellent form
giving keeper Tim Wood-
cock plenty protection.

With 40 minutes on the
clock Ross Maitland fired
over a corner from the left
and Allan MacKay was un-
lucky with a header that hit
the bar.

However, 60 seconds later
Allan did get on the
scoresheet to notch his 17th
goal of the season when he
controlled an awkward
bouncing ball at the edge of
the box before turning and
thumping an unstoppable

volley past the helpless
Ancrum keeper Ross
Murrow.

Half time
The home side put pres-

sure on the Saints defence
for the remaining minutes
of the first half but they
were unable to equalise and
Saints went into the half
time break good value for
their narrow one goal lead,
although Ancrum never
gave them time to settle on
the ball and play it about.

The second half was
played in the same way as
the first with no quarter be-
ing asked or given - a typi-
cal Scottish Cup tie - but
played in the right spirit by
both teams and well han-
dled by experienced referee
Jim Laird from Prestwick.

Joe Lopez and Keith
Millar were playing well in
midfield for the visitors,
both working their socks off
for the cause. Joe was un-
lucky with a pile driver that
saw keeper Ross Murrow
finger tip the ball over the
bar.

The big keeper then kept
his team in the game with a
brilliant point blank save
when Ross Maitland got in
a header from a Dean
Walker cross in the 68th
minute.

Saints made three substi-
tutions to freshen up the
team as the game wore on -
Duncan Campbell replacing
Dean Walker, Ross Graham
coming on for Ross
Maitland and young Colin
Carswell replaced Scott
Johnston who had sustained
a nasty cut to his shin.

In an effort to get an
equaliser the home team
pushed more men forward,
but the Saints defence were
coping well until the 90th
minute. Ancrum were
awarded a corner on the
right and with nothing to
lose sent giant keeper Ross
Murrow into the box.

This tactic seemed to un-
settle the Saints rearguard
and while the defence were
keeping tabs on the big
keeper, the ball was floated
to the far post where Garry
Goodfellow rose to head
goalwards. The ball seemed
to be going wide of the tar-
get, but unfortunately for
Saints it hit off Ross
Graham and rolled agonis-
ingly into the net.

The visitors had a great
chance to win the game in
the second minute of added
on time when Duncan
Campbell was clean
through, but he shot straight
at the goalleeper.

Experienced
It was a very dejected

Saints team that trudged off
the park at the final whis-
tle, but the experienced
management team of Iain
Jackson, Peter MacCallum
and David Buchanan urged
the players to stand up and
be counted and show what
they were made of and if
they did this the tie could
still be won.

Two minutes into the ex-
tra time Duncan Campbell
had another great chance
when he was through one-
on-one with the keeper but
Duncan delayed too long
and the chance was missed.

Both teams tried hard to
break the deadlock during
the extra time period but the
clock beat them, so it was
down to the dreaded penalty
shoot out.

Duncan Campbell took
the first one for Saints and
sent the keeper the wrong
way. Ancrum hit the bar
with their first kick taken by
Robbie Scott. Willie
Gemmell then had his spot
kick saved by Ross
Murrow. However, Douglas
Prowse hit his kick high and
wide to put Saints back in
the driving seat.

Allan MacKay stepped up
to take Saints third penalty

and calmly tucked it away.
Andrew MacDonald was
next up for Ancrum, but he
also knocked his kick, high,
wide and handsome.

Mark MacCallum was
next in line for Saints and
he knew that if he scored his
team would go through. The
defender showed no sign of
nerves as he drilled the ball
home much to the delight of
his team mates to give
Saints a 3-0 penalty shoot-
out win.

Saints manager Iain
Jackson was delighted by
the result. He said: ‘It was
another hard fought cup tie
between two teams who
don’t know when to give
up. It was a long trip for the
lads, but in the end I think
we deserved to go through.’

The Oban side would like
to thank Angus MacPhee of
AMP Electrial Services for
sponsoring the travel costs
for this game.

This Saturday Saints stay
on Scottish Cup duty with
a tough game against
Falkirk team Gilston Park
The game will take place at
Mossfield Stadium with a
1.30 pm kick-off.

Saints Under 19s drew 1-
1 with top of the table St
Andrew's BC last Saturday
at Mossfield and the Under
17s had a good 3-2 home
win over Erskine BC

This weekend the Under
19s travel to take on Celtic
BC and the Under 17s have
no game.

Oban Saints players celebrate their penalty shoot-out win over Ancrum on Saturday. Photo: John Peters, Jedburgh

Return of

the primary

league

Football

The Oban Express Primary
League returns this Sunday
at Oban’s Atlantis Leisure.

All players taking part
should be at Atlantis by
9.45am for a 10am start.

WINWIN

All you have to do

We have removed the shinty

ball from the photograph

opposite.  Now look carefully

at the position of the players

and use your skill and

judgement to place a cross at

the exact point where you

think the centre of the ball was.

You may have a maximum of

20 attempts on this coupon at

a cost of £1.  If you wish to

have more attempts, you must

enter on separate coupons.

The game starts with a

jackpot of £500 and will

increase by £50 per week until

it is won outright.  To win the

jackpot, the centre of your

cross must be in the exact

centre of the ball.  Prizes will

be shared between those

submitting correct entries.

If no correct entry is

received, two ‘near miss’

prizes of £25 will be awarded.

When the jackpot is won, no

other prizes will be awarded

that week.

Easy to enter

Cut out your completed

coupon and put your entry

plus £1 postal order or cheque

per 20 attempts into a sealed

envelope and post it to reach

"Spot the Shinty Ball"

Competition, The Oban Times,

PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34

5PY by 12noon on Tuesday

  You may hand it into The

Oban Times Head Office,

Lochavullin, Oban by the

same time.  Otherwise all

entries must be posted.

Competition Rules

No responsibility will be accepted for

entries which are delayed, mislaid or

lost, and proof of posting cannot be

accepted as proof of delivery.

The Company’s decision is final on all

matters relating to the competition and

no correspondence will be entered into.

The final decision rests with the

Company.

In the event of more than one correct

entry, the jackpot will be shared equally

between all winning entries. Any

decision regarding the  awarding of a

prize is entirely at the discretion of the

Company.

The Company reserves the right to

declare the competition null and void

at any time, subject to its discretion and

to make full refund of the price of the

coupon to any person who has entered

the competition at that time.

Employees of The Oban Times

Limited, their immediate relatives and

any person otherwise connected with

the competition are ineligible to enter.

‘Spot the‘Spot the‘Spot the‘Spot the‘Spot the

Shinty Ball’Shinty Ball’Shinty Ball’Shinty Ball’Shinty Ball’

in The Oban Times

‘Spot the‘Spot the‘Spot the‘Spot the‘Spot the

Shinty Ball’Shinty Ball’Shinty Ball’Shinty Ball’Shinty Ball’

Competition

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT

£1,800

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box) � The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you

may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the

rules.

How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 5PY

Last Week’s shinty ball was here. . .

This week’s nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are: Catherine McEwan, The Flats, Bunessan,
Isle of Mull and Aileen Gillies 2 Nursery Cottages, Ford by Lochgilphead
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