
& WEST HIGHLAND TIMES

OBAN EDITION

Established 1861    No 7767 Thursday 5 January, 2006 www.obantimes.co.uk 62 pence

Visit our website — www.obantimes.co.uk

Community on Coll look to Chancellor of the Exchequer for New Year fuel tax cuts

A GOOD New Year’s reso-
lution for the Chancellor of
the Exchequer would be to
help islands by giving them
a lower rate of fuel duty.

Islanders on Coll have
backed a renewed call by
the Argyll and Bute MP
Alan Reid for a cut in the

amount of duty they have to
pay.

John James, chairman of
Coll Community Fuels, told
The Oban Times that during
the winter a single delivery
can last the island for up to
four months; the last deliv-
ery of fuel was in October

and the non-profit-making
company would expect to
order another in March.

The cost of getting the ac-
tual delivery to the island
works out at an extra 4.5
pence per litre.

The island is currently
selling its fuel at £1.26 a li-

tre for petrol and £1.28 for
diesel.

Mr James said that a lower
level of duty would make an
immense difference to
prices for the island.

‘Just to get the fuel out
here is so very expensive.’
he said.

He added that Coll Com-
munity Fuels appreciated
the kindness and help it re-
ceived from Brogan Fuels,
its supplier, which allows
the  company to pay for the
fuel in instalments.

‘We couldn’t manage
without the support we re-

ceive from Brogan Fuels;
they are extremely kind.’

Mr Reid said during a de-
bate in the Commons before
the Christmas recess: ‘An
important issue in Argyll
and Bute, particularly on
the islands, is the high price
of petrol.’

He added: ‘The govern-
ment could help by charg-
ing a lower rate of fuel duty
on islands.

‘The issue has been raised
before with the Govern-
ment, which have always
argued that if they introduce
a lower rate, it would be dif-

ficult to know where to
draw the line. That argument
may apply to remote main-
land areas but it does not ap-
ply to islands, where such a
line is obviously easy to draw.

‘The Government could
help greatly by introducing
a lower rate of fuel duty in

islands. The loss to the Ex-
chequer would be minimal.’

Coll Community Fuels
buys in 50,000 litres of fuel
a year and the cost to the
exchequer would be mini-
mal if the fuel duty were cut
but could mean a lot to the
island.

AN OBAN singer was vis-
ited in hospital by an old
friend to help put the tune
to one of her latest songs
down on paper.

Jean Anderson Mac-
Donald, daughter of local
songwriter Doc Anderson
and Connel musician Neil
Sinclair once sang together
in Oban Gaelic Choir.

Both were members of the
choir when it won the Lovat

Neil Sinclair is poised to write down the tune to Jean Anderson MacDonald’s Christmas carol, A Little Boy.t52sng01

Oban’s Jean remains ‘on song’
and Tullibardine Shield at
the Royal National Mod in
Glasgow in 1967, the first
victory in the coveted tro-
phy by the choir since 1926.

When Neil visited Lorn
and Islands District Genral
Hospital, Oban,  Jean sang
to him the lyrics of a Christ-
mas Carol she had written
called, A Little Boy.

Neil wrote down Jean’s
ideas for a tune on paper

and spent the following
week combining Jean’s lyr-
ics to the melody before re-
producing the completed
carol into musical notes on
paper.

Neil said: ‘Jean was a stal-
wart member of Oban
Gaelic Choir and still has a
gift for making people
laugh.

‘It was lovely to see her
again and she took me back

with some of her old stories
and poems.

Neil added: ‘We must en-
courage her to write these
poems down because they
are very funny and if not
recorded they will be lost.
She has written one about my
late father, Peter, and other
members of the Gaelic choir.’

Jean remembers that she
started singing at the age of
three while attending Sun-

day school and still loves to
sing to fellow patients in
Lorn and Islands District
General Hospital.

Later in life, she began
writing poems and followed
in her father’s footsteps
writing songs including an
amusing little ditty entitled,
You can’t sit on the Thistle
of Scotland, for which she
won an Argyll songwriting
competition.

Sudden deaths

stun islanders

THE QUESTION of which
part of Scotland becomes a
national marine and coastal
park is on the verge of be-
coming a war of words.

On one side the fishing
industry is making accusa-
tions of ‘environmental im-
perialism’ and the environ-
mentalists are saying the fish-
ermen are scaremongering.

Scottish National Heritage
has said three areas in West
Highland waters are top of
their list for potential parks:
Argyll and islands; Loch-
aber and Skye and the West-
ern Isles.

Lobbying and consulta-
tions are under way.

John Hermse, secretary of

the Mallaig and North-west
Fishermen’s Association,
said  his members, who
stretch down into Argyll
didn’t see any need for a
marine national park.

‘It gives no added value to
fishermen, or to other peo-
ple who make a living in
coastal waters.  It will also
be interesting to see what
effect this could have on
aquaculture.  This is likely
to impose another layer of
regulations on top of an area
of sea which must already
be the most regulated in the
world’.

He added: ‘What concerns
us is that some people are
mentioning no-take zones.

That is totally inappropriate
on the west coast.

‘The fishing industry is
working well with Execu-
tive scientists at the moment
but we will not work with
people who have single-is-
sue agendas, with an anti-
fishing subtext.

‘They want to impose a
kind of environmental im-
perialism all over Scotland
and now they want that to
extend to coastal waters as
well.’

‘Scare mongering’
Mark Carter the chairman

of the Hebridean National
Park Partnership a group
seeking to bring the national
park to the area said the

fishermen could equally be
accused of having their own
fixed, single, agenda.

‘We have said it before
and we’ll say it again we are
not against fishing. They
[fishermen] are scare mon-
gering amongst the general
public.’

Mr Carter said that the
Hebridean National Park
Partnership had repeatedly
tried to meet members of
the fishermen’s association
for talks but without success
and he accused them of be-
ing ‘narrow-minded’.

Mr Carter added: ‘Other
marine protected areas
around the world have ben-
efited fishermen.’

Marine park debate heats up

The nursery children at Taynuilt Primary School delighted a large audience of
parents and pupils with a performance of the nativity play Completing the Crib.

TWO ARGYLL island
communities each lost one
of their most loved charac-
ters over the festive season.

Charlie McKinnon of Co-
lonsay and Dorane Willis of
Lismore were both stal-
warts of their respective
communities and will be
greatly missed.

Mr McKinnon, a pier
worker with Caledonian
MacBrayne, died suddenly
aged 69 on Wednesday, De-
cember 21, while on
Colonsay pier as the MV
Isle of Mull came into dock.

He exchanged ropes with
the ship’s crew as usual but
collapsed and died instantly
as he prepared to help
launch the gangway.

As the ferry docked last
Friday, the ship’s horn sig-
nalled the beginning and
end of a one-minute silence
in Mr McKinnon’s memory.

He will be remembered as
an elder of the church and
an integral part of Colonsay
life in his previous jobs as
a crofter, fireman, refuse
collector and bus driver.

Mr McKinnon’s funeral
was held yesterday
(Wednesday) and the ferry
was tied up for an hour to
allow his CalMac col-
leagues and friends from the
mainland to attend.

He leaves behind a wife,
May.

Work-mate and friend,
Kevin Byrne said: ‘His
death was a great shock to
the whole island.

‘He will be a great miss to
islanders and the many visi-
tors who came here as his
summer bus tours would
make the holiday for many
people.

‘May is also at the centre
of island life and the com-

munity will do what it can
to support her.’

The New Year’s Day cei-
lidh on Colonsay was can-
celled as a mark of respect.

Teacher
Lismore’s Dorane Willis

died suddenly at her home,
aged 83, at around 2.30pm
on Christmas Eve.

Mrs Willis taught on the
island for 42 years, many of
those as a lone teacher.

Last year Mrs Willis was
presented with a gold medal
by ex-pupil and ex-col-
league Mary MacDougall to
recognise her commitment
to Oban and national Mods.

Until last year she had
never missed a local or na-
tional Mod with the pupils.

Mrs MacDougall said:
‘She was very much part of
everyone’s lives on the is-
land.

‘She took education out of

the classroom as a teacher.
‘In those days pupils had

their heads down in front of
books but she took the chil-
dren out cataloguing
mosses and swimming.’

Margaret Davidson,
mother-in-law to Mrs Wil-
lis’ son, Mark, said: ‘We
have just had a wonderful
Christmas with all the fam-
ily which she was part of.

‘She was a lovely person,
very kind and thoughtful,
and she was always straight
to the point.

‘She will be a big miss to
the community.’

Mrs Willis leaves behind
a husband, Bill, children
Mark, Caroline and
Frances, and four grandchil-
dren.

Mrs MacDougall will con-
duct the funeral service held
today (Thursday) at the Lis-
more graveyard at 1pm.

NORTH CONNEL was hit with power cuts
over the Hogmanay weekend, with Hydro-
Electric crews working to repair the fault.

A spokeswoman of the company said:
‘We believe at this stage it was a cable
fault.’

The problems began on December 29
when 450 homes lost power; the traffic
lights on the Connel Bridge were knocked
out and temporary lights had to be installed.

At one stage it was reported that spark-
ing was seen from the cable running across
the bridge.

Most homes had their power back on
within two hours but for 24 customers there
was a wait until 3am the following morn-
ing.

Generators and fuel supplies were
brought in to maintain the power supply.
Amongst those affected was the Ossian
Retirement Home.

On December 31 the power supply from
mobile generators to 32 customers had to
be cut off for part of the repair work to take
place but power supply was brought back
within 40 minutes.

Hogmanay blackout for North Connel

Oban man jailed

three years

AN OBAN man has been
sent to prison for three years
after being found guilty of
using lewd and libidinous
behaviour towards four un-
derage boys.
 The sentence came after a
trial in front of a jury at
Dumbarton Sheriff Court.

William Beaton, aged 43,
whose address was given as
17 Lismore Crescent, Oban,
had denied four charges of
using lewd, indecent and li-
bidinous practices towards
four boys, all under the age
of 16, between January
1984 and September 1993.

Three of the charges took
place at an address in Oban
and one  took place in
woods at the rear of the
property.

After the trial, which in-
volved evidence from the
four victims, all now grown
men, Beaton was found
guilty of three of the
charges by majority verdict
and one charge by a unani-
mous verdict of the jury.

Sentence was then de-
ferred by Sheriff Simon
Fraser until December 29  at
Dumbarton Sheriff Court
where Beaton was given a
three year sentence and
placed on the sex offenders
register.

*[HhbEgB/487013]ŸŸŸ+M-nŸ.

AN OBAN man was sched-
uled to appear before Oban
Sheriff Court yesterday af-
ternoon (Wednesday) fol-
lowing a serious wounding
at a party in the town dur-
ing the New Year holiday.

However, Oban police re-
port that, on the whole, the
town enjoyed a peaceful
New Year.

‘There was an amount of
violence and disorder on the
streets of Oban,’ said Chief
Inspector Ciorstan Shearer,
‘whereby a number of per-
sons, in separate incidents,
have been reported to the
procurator fiscal.’

Chief Inspector Shearer
said she had been pleased
with the police operations
throughout the festive sea-
son.

‘Because we augmented
policing we were able to at-
tend and deal with incidents
very quickly and I am
pleased with police re-
sponse.’

Serious

wounding

case in court
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‘LOCHABER no more’ could be ‘Lochaber again’ if a
scheme bidding to attract home-grown talent back to its
old stomping ground is given the go-ahead to resume in
the New Year.

After two years the first ever Lochaber Graduate Place-
ment Programme (LGPP) has come to an end.

The scheme, which cost £240,000, was funded by
Lochaber Enterprise, the European Social Fund and local
companies.

It saw 15 young graduates - many of whom grew up in
Lochaber - employed in graduate jobs with a number of
firms in the area.

Firms such as Marine Harvest, Genuine Games, Crannog
Concept and HotScot Technology joined the scheme which
started in July 2003 and only finished last October.  Half
of the graduates’ salaries for one year were paid through
the LGPP with the rest being picked up by the employer.

So what happens when these Lochaber exiles graduate?
Where do they go?

Response
The scheme was established in direct response to a re-

port called The Impact of Labour Recruitment Issues in
Lochaber which was commissioned by the enterprise com-
pany and published in 2002.  The study set out to put a
figure on how much ‘recruitment issues’ were costing the
Lochaber economy and comprised of surveys and inter-
views with local firms.

The Lochaber working population is a young one; 62
per cent are under the age of 44 years.  But the study
discovered that 30 per cent more businesses in Lochaber
have problems filling posts compared to the rest of the
UK.

The report recommended an incentive scheme for at-
tracting graduates back to Lochaber so the ‘right talent
was attracted...or could be retained within the area’. Sub-
sequently the LGPP began in July 2003.

David Robertson from Glenfinnan graduated from Ab-
erdeen University in 2001 with a degree in marine and
off-shore engineering.  Through the graduate programme
he started work with Torren Energy Limited, a company
which installed wood chip heating systems.  However, he
told The Oban Times of his disappointment with the
scheme.

David said: ‘It didn’t work out at all.  The first company
[Torren] went bust after a couple of months.

‘I then got work with Marine Harvest but I was working
as a maintenance engineer for a year-and-a-half.’

David didn’t enjoy working with Marine Harvest and
spoke to Lochaber Enterprise about his situation but he
feels their ‘hands were tied’. It was employment at the
time.

‘It didn’t work out for myself and two others I know
from the Underwater Centre who both got made redun-
dant.  I thought it sounded quite good.

‘I think a lot of companies in the area see it as a bit of
cheap labour because half the salary is paid for,’ said
David.

David said his salary at Marine Harvest was ‘lower than
what he would have expected’ for his level of qualifica-
tion.

Bid to attract home-grown

talent back to Lochaber

Graeme Haynes behind his desk at Hot Scot with Carol Hawkes. f49grd02

He has now left Lochaber
and moved to Glasgow
where he has just started
work as an engineer for a
water treatment company.

Former Mallaig High
School pupils Aelish
O’Rourke and Andrew Carr
never thought when they
left the classroom for uni-
versity that they would be
reunited a few years later
working for a Fort William
company.

Both of them graduated in
2002 and three years later
they are in skilled jobs but
in Lochaber.

Aelish, aged 25, now lives

in Corpach and has been
working as a marketing of-
ficer for Crannog Concept
for two years now. She
graduated from Glasgow
University with a degree in
English and Film Studies
and began work for
Crannog in August 2003.

She said: ‘I looked around
for a job but didn’t think I
would find anything in
Lochaber.  I found out about
the scheme through word of
mouth and it has been very
good, very interesting.  I
think it is a really good
idea.’

Aelish believes her job

was in effect created from
the scheme because it was
easier for her to be awarded
the job after she had been
doing the work for a year.

She said: ‘I definitely
don’t think my job would
have been created without
it.

‘It is hard looking for jobs
here because there just isn’t
that many skilled jobs in
Lochaber. It is good to get
a skilled job and be a bit
more ambitious.

‘If there are opportunities
it means that I could stay.

‘It is possible everyone
could come back.  We

would have to see it as an
option.’ Andrew,  25, stud-
ied law at Edinburgh Uni-
versity but is now working
as an accountant with
Crannog.  Andrew joined
the firm in June 2004 and
commutes from Mallaig to
work every day.

He said: ‘I wasn’t really
very sure what kind of job I
wanted to do so I moved
back to find out what I
wanted to do.

‘It was something that I
had in the back of my mind.

 ‘There are some people
who just want to leave the
area.  Probably because

there aren’t really a lot of
jobs which seem to be for
graduates.’

Ten people are employed
by website design company
Hot Scot Technology,
which is based outside Fort
William and in February
2004 Graeme Haynes
joined the firm through the
LGPP as a designer.

Carol Hawkes of Hot Scot
said: ‘We actually took two
people on in the scheme but
one left through ill health.
It enables us to take on
somebody that the company
couldn’t have otherwise and
helps the graduates find
work in the area, particu-
larly in what we do.’

She said the firm preferred
to employ local people but
the specialist nature of their
work meant they had to look
further afield.

Carol said Hot Scot
wasvery keen to be in-
volved in the next scheme.

Graeme, who lives in Fort
William, hails from North
Berwick near Edinburgh
and graduated with a degree
in design in 2002.

He said: ‘I wasn’t sure
what was happening when
I graduated so I went trav-
elling to Australia for three-
and-a-half months.

‘As an outsider I think it
was geared at people mainly
from Lochaber.

‘It is trying to keep peo-
ple in the area and develop
a skillset.’

But what about claims the
scheme simply allows em-
ployers to employ cheap la-
bour?

‘I would agree with that to
a certain extent.  It all works
out in the end though,’ said
Graeme.

However, Graeme admits
he doesn’t see his future in
Lochaber and plans to re-
turn to Australia within the
next few years.

Delighted
Lochaber Enterprise head

of skills and activities
Morven Wright said a lot of
work had gone into the
scheme and she was ‘de-
lighted’ with how the LGPP
had worked.

She said: ‘The scheme is
expensive.

‘We set out marketing the
scheme to former pupils
from Lochaber who we
think might be at that stage
in which they may be ready
for a graduate job but is not
solely for people from the
area because we do some
general promotion as well.’

Once all the graduates’ cvs
are in Morven says they set
about going through a ‘mar-
rying process’ in which an
individual’s preferences for
the type of work they wish
to do is matched up as
closely as possible with
what the employer is look-
ing for.

This, as in David
Robertson’s experiences,
does not always work.

‘It is not a perfect
scheme,’ Morven said.

‘Through the exchange
businesses are encouraged
to grow.

‘It is not a case of say a
hotel applying so that it can
simply recruit more staff.

‘It is aimed at smaller
businesses and is about en-
couraging them to grow and
develop.’

Morven believes that per-
haps Marine Harvest was
too big a company to be in-
volved in the scheme but
said there was no evidence
of employers abusing the
scheme to exploit the par-
ticipants because her col-
leagues worked closely
with the businesses to make
sure the graduates were well
looked after.

Morven added the enter-
prise company was now
looking towards a new
scheme.

‘We are hopeful of getting
eight graduates on the new
scheme if the European
money is approved.

‘There are businesses in
Lochaber that we would
like to come on board but
haven’t contacted us yet, ’
she said.

Of course people have his-
torically left Lochaber like
the rest of the Highlands.

The line ‘Lochaber No
More’ in The Proclaimers’
hit song Letter from
America may have referred
to the Highland Clearances
but in some sense there is
still a form of annual migra-
tion amongst the younger
population.

It will not be reversed but
the ‘brain drain’ of Loch-
aber graduates to Scotland’s
cities and the rest of the UK
could be stemmed.  For a
multitude of reasons people
do not necessarily wish to
return to where they grew
up.

But there is nothing
wrong in aspiring to attract
back those people that want
to return to Lochaber but
can’t because a job they are
trained for doesn’t exist.

The Highlands is crying
out for young blood to re-
turn to reduce the average
age of the population so
Lochaber Enterprise should
be saluted for its efforts
with the LGPP.

Large numbers of pupils
leave Lochaber, Mallaig,
Kinlochleven and
Ardnamurchan high
schools each year and head
to college or university in
the cities.

The crippling debts now
incurred by students and the
sheer numbers of young
people graduating with de-
grees does not make going
to university the easy op-
tion, so hats off to those that
do.

Surely there must be some
sort of incentive to attract
young people back to the
area?

Certainly a scheme which
costs nearly a quarter-of-a-
million pounds is not cheap
but why should companies
in Edinburgh, Glasgow or
London have the benefit of
employing talented people
from the Highlands when
they could be bringing their
skills to Lochaber?

30 per cent of firms

in Lochaber have

problems filling posts

compared to the

rest of the UK

Former Mallaig High School pupils Aelish O’Rourke and Andrew Carr have been reunited at Crannog
Concept. f49grd01

Cameron

and

Sophie

top Argyll

and Bute

baby

names

CAMERON and Sophie are
officially the most popular
baby names of the year in
Argyll and Bute.

The Registrar General’s
top baby names for 2005
showed that 13 baby boys
were christened Cameron in
2005, taking it to the
number one spot. Last year,
Cameron was placed third
with nine babies being
given the name.

Eight girls were named
Sophie this year which has
kept it in the top spot for the
second year running.

The name Lewis, which
took first place in the 100
most popular names in
Scotland of 2005, was po-
sitioned second in Argyll
and Bute, whilst the name
James claimed third place.

Erin was declared the sec-
ond most popular girls’
name, pushing last year’s
second place, Amy, into
third.

The Registrar General’s
Oban offices confirmed that
Andrew was the most popu-
lar boys’ name and Sophie
was the top girls’ name be-
ing given to babies in the
Oban and Lorn area.

In the Scottish top 100,
Jack came in a close second
after Lewis and Callum
climbed seven places from
last year’s list to third.
Emma was the second most
popular name for girls, while
Ellie and Amy were non-
movers claiming third and
fourth place respectively.

Registrar General for
Scotland Duncan Macniven
said: ‘As always, the list of
Scotland’s favourite baby
names is very interesting.
Around 26,400 boys’ and
24,700 girls’ names have
been registered. More that
5,800 different first names
were chosen this year and
around 1,500 boys and
2,200 girls were given
unique names.’

The top 50 boys’ names
accounted for 53 per cent of
the total names registered
and the top 50 girls’ names
accounted for 45 per cent of
the registration.

CRAIGNISH Village Hall
has just received a National
Lottery blue plaque in rec-
ognition of the difference it
has made to the local com-
munity since it received a
National Lottery grant.

The Big Lottery Fund gave
£160,000 to the Craignish
Village Hall fund to help fi-
nance the new building.

It replaced a well-used but
old village hall with a venue
that was modern, welcom-
ing and had access for eve-
ryone.

The Scottish Arts Council
also awarded a grant of
£28,627 towards the cost of
equipment for the hall, to be
used for local arts activities
and events.

The hall is 25 miles away
from the nearest theatre and
100 miles from the nearest
city and now, as well as
hosting arts performances,
the hall has mother and tod-
dler groups, yoga sessions,

Craignish Primary School pupils celebrate in the village hall as the National Lottery blue plaque is
awarded. John Paterson and Katherine Sutherland accepted the award on behalf of the school and the

village from Faith Shannon, Scottish Arts Council representative.

and Scottish country dance
classes. It has also provided
much needed extra space
for the parish church and
village school.

Jan Brown, secretary of
the village hall committee,
said: ‘The community of
Craignish is extremely
grateful to the Big Lottery
Fund and the Scottish Arts
Council for being instru-
mental in providing us with
a magnificent facility. The
hall is already being well
used by local organisations
and we are planning a full
programme of performing
and visual arts within the
next year and beyond.’

Pupils from Craignish Vil-
lage School accepted the
blue plaque award on behalf
of the village hall.

Such has been the interest
in the new hall, the hall com-
mittee will host an open day
on Sunday, January 15 from
11am until 2.30pm.

Craignish Hall awarded Lottery blue plaque
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ARGYLL and Bute Council is facing as grim a New Year
as the rest of Scotland’s local authorities, with pressures
over extra services and equal pay hanging over it.

But council leader Councillor Allan Macaskill hopes that
there will not be any need for the per centage increase in
council tax to reach anywhere near double figures as pre-
dicted in some national press.

He hopes that any increase will be less than the five per
cent predicted at last year’s budget - but it could involve
more savings across council services.

All local authorities across Scotland are facing massive

WEST Highland Housing
Association’s green hous-
ing scheme has provided
tenants in both Oban and
the Isle of Islay with re-
newable energy in their
own homes.

The social housing land-
lords are pioneering
projects across two of their
newest developments that,
once completed, will see
over 100 houses heated by

Council leader aims to keep Argyll and Bute tax rise below five per cent

bills to pay for the cost of equal pay claims and the extra
services, that the Scottish Executive keeps demanding that
councils provide but local authorities claim they are not
receiving sufficient funding.

These include free care for the elderly; free travel for
the elderly across Scotland, which is due to come into
being from the beginning of April; extra teaching assist-
ants and more.

‘The executive is supposed to be funding them but when
you look at the figures it never hits 100 per cent,’ said
Councillor Macaskill

He said Argyll and Bute, like many other local authori-
ties hoped to pay for equal pay settlements, currently be-
ing negotiated locally with unions, from surpluses built
up by the council.

‘I hope there is enough money in the surpluses to pay
for equal pay. I hope that we can settle for what we can
afford out of the surpluses,’ he said.

But failing that there will either be a rise in council tax
or savings.

‘My way forward has always been to keep the council
tax to as low a rise as possible,’ he said.

The council has been making savings since it became a
unitary authority because it has long argued there is a mis-
match in the amount of funding it should receive and what
the local government finance formula allows it to receive.

Councillor Macaskill also pointed out that Argyll and
Bute did not receive adequate Special Islands Needs Al-
lowance to provide services to its 25 island compared to
other island authorities.

The council has just started the process of setting its
revenue budget for 2006-2007, having just settled its capi-
tal budget for next year.

Donald Thomson Memorial Trustees Ronnie MacIntyre, Nancy Smith, Robin Banks and two S1 pupils show the new welcome at
Oban High School.t52mat01

PUPILS, teachers and visi-
tors will feel more welcome
at Oban High School after
it received a grant to have a
unique welcome mat at the
front entrance.

The mat, donated by the
Donald Thomson Memorial
Educational Trust, reads
Fàilte, Gaelic for welcome,

New welcoming mat for Oban High School

and is in the school colours
of black and gold.

Rector Linda Kirkwood
said: ‘We are delighted to
have the mat and delighted
with the quality of it.

‘We are pleased to be able
to promote our language.’

Donald Thomson was
deputy rector and head of

the Gaelic department dur-
ing his time as a teacher at
the school.

Donald Thomson Memo-
rial Trust secretary and
treasurer Ronnie
MacIntyre said: ‘It was
Gaelic teacher Nancy
Smith’s idea to have the
mat and I thank Mrs

Kirkwood for readily
agreeing to the idea. The
school, where I was a pu-
pil ‘some years ago’, has
had a long and important
association with Celtic
culture and traditions and
the late Donald Thomson
would have been delighted
to see this mat in place.

‘The trust feels confident
the school will keep step-
ping forward in encourag-
ing and promoting the lan-
guage Donald held so
dearly.’

The trust was set up in
1982 and has awarded more
than £17,000 to worthy
causes.

Iona was transported to Wonderland when the children  of the island’s primary
school performed their annual Christmas pantomime. There was music and

dance, with mince pies to follow, although the version was definately not the
‘Walt Disney’ version

Housing association provides

tenants with ‘green’ heat
different forms of renew-
able energy. Tenants are
currently in the process of
moving in to 44 one to four
bedroom houses in
Glenshellach, Oban,
which rely solely on
biomass for their heating
and hot water, with an-
other 46 houses still under
development in the same
area.

On the Isle of Islay, 12

homes are being heated
with geothermal pumps
which are inserted 30 me-
tres under ground and har-
ness heat from the earth it-
self.

The heat is distributed
through heating systems
similar to wet radiator sys-
tems used in modern
homes.

Gregor Cameron, devel-
opment officer at the asso-

ciation said: ‘Our aim is
the provide the cheapest
housing to our tenants, but
to do so in the greenest
way.

‘I think everyone nowa-
days is aware of the impor-
tance of greener solutions,
of which renewable energy
is the most high profile.

‘We are still at the initial
stages of both these
projects,  but the early

signs are good.  We will be
monitoring energy ex-
penditure and savings at
both sites to ensure our
tenants are getting the
most from these innova-
tive projects.’

West Highland Housing
Association was recently
nominated for the Best
Community Initiative
Award at the fourth annual
Green Energy Awards.

The staff of the Northern Ligthhouse Board depot at Oban held a mulled wine
and mince pie evening at the depot. The annual event is to wish the businesses

in the town with whom they do business and members of the community a
merry Christmas. Amongst the staff at the event were: Paul Collings, Guy

Platten, John Pirie, Allan Morrison, Kenny Ferguson, Graeme Bruce, Duncan
MacArthur and, seated, Rae Boyd and Helen Harrison. t51nlb01

Northern Lighthouse Board

host annual get-together

Argyll

names on

Honours list

Connel

pianist’s

£5,000 grant

A CONNEL musician’s tal-
ent for piano playing has
won him a grant of £5,000
from the Dewar Arts
Awards.

Andrew Dunlop, who at-
tends the Royal Northern
College of Music in Man-
chester, won a Daughter of
Dewar Award which gives
grants to talented young
musicians needing to buy an
instrument.

Andrew’s grant will go to-
wards buying a practice pi-
ano.

He was nominated for an
award by Mark Ray, head of
the music school’s key-
board studies.

Before he left for Man-
chester, Andrew was taught
by Geoffrey Heald-Smith
from the age of seven.

Mr Heald-Smith said: ‘I
think Andrew is achieving
his potential.

‘He has done everything I
thought he would and is a
credit to himself, his parents
and me.

‘He has always had a great
attitude to practice and from
his letters I gather he is right
into the top repertoire with
what he is playing now.

‘If you are a pianist you
have to be very good to
stand out.’

Mr Heald-Smith is selling
his grand piano, the one An-
drew practised on.

He added: ‘If Andrew
bought my piano I would
know it was going to a good
home.’

Mr Heald-Smith currently
lives in the Lynn of Lorne
Care Home and is recover-
ing from a stroke he suf-
fered last year.

However, he said he was
hoping to re-start the Maes-
tro’s Minstrels concerts
which he organised to pro-
mote classical music.

ARGYLL and Bute MP
Alan Reid has heavily criti-
cised the Child Support
Agency (CSA) and sug-
gested that HM Revenue
and Customs should take
over the CSA’s role, during
a debate in the House of
Commons.

Mr Reid told fellow mem-
bers the CSA was in a state
of chaos and it should be
scrapped as it is failing
those it is there to protect.

He added: ‘A large pro-
portion of my postbag, like
that of many other Honor-
ary Members, consists of
complaints about the CSA.

‘It is obvious that the CSA
is in a state of chaos.

‘I could cite a long list of

Argyll MP blasts ‘failing’ CSA

statistics to show that it is
failing but I shall restrict
myself to a few.

‘More than £3 billion
owed to children remains
uncollected and there are
hundreds and thousands of
cases in the queue waiting
to be assessed. The average
wait for those unassessed
cases is 448 days and many

parents are in a state of de-
spair over their dealings
with the CSA.’

Mr Reid believes the so-
lution for the government is
to scrap the CSA and trans-
fer its functions to Her Maj-
esty’s Revenue and Cus-
toms.

He said: ‘The Revenue al-
ready holds information
about family incomes and
children, so is well placed
to take over the assessment
of child maintenance.

‘Because of the informa-
tion that it already has about
incomes and where people
work, it would be more ef-
fective than the CSA has
been at chasing people and
collecting money.’

Winner of the Dougie
McIntyre Trophy for

subtle humour at Oban
Camera Club was Ann

Campbell of Ardchattan.
Mrs Campbell was
presented with her

award by club president
Alex Clark

Argyll and Bute MP
Alan Reid

A picture of

good humour

A NURSE, a fireman and a
world famous singer are
amongst the Argyll people
given awards in the Queen’s
New Year’s Honours list.

Singer Karen Matheson,
from Taynuilt, was ap-
pointed OBE for services to
Scottish music.

Karen was one of the
founder members of
Capercaillie who recorded
their  first album in 1984
while she was still a pupil
at Oban High School.

The Royal honour stands
alongside the praise heaped
on her by her own profes-
sion; Billboard magazine
described her as ‘the finest
Gaelic singer alive today’
and Sir Sean Connery said
she has ‘a throat surely
touched by the hand of
God’.

Karen was awarded Best
Gaelic singer at the inaugu-
ral Scottish folk awards
2003 and Capercaillie have
sold more than a million al-
bums across the world, and
performed in over 30 coun-
tries. Karen also has an im-
pressive solo career includ-
ing the award winning BBC
series Transatlantic Ses-
sions and Karen has per-
formed sell-out solo shows
at Celtic Connections in
Glasgow

Fraser Mackenzie, leader
of Lochgoilhead Volunteer
Firefighters was awarded

the MBE; he joined Strath-
clyde Fire Brigade  in
March 1982.

He has organised fire sta-
tion open days that have
raised £40,000 for the Ben
Fund and local charities.

Fraser said: ‘I am very
honoured and humbled to
have received this honour.
This is also a big thank-you
to all the other people who
were involved in raising this
money over the years.’

Chief Officer Brian
Sweeney who received the
Queen’s Fire Service Medal
in the New Years Honours
himself, said: ‘Fraser is an
outstanding example of
Strathclyde firefighters who
contribute so much to their
local communities.’

The Isle of Coll has been
celebrating the news that

Ester MacRae has received
an MBE for services to the
community.

Mrs MacRae is the prac-
tice nurse for the island
working with the GP and is
also the district nurse and
midwife for Coll as well.

Fellow islander Julianna
Nicholls said: ‘It is abso-
lutely marvellous. Every-
one is just so pleased; she
is just outstanding in her
care for everyone.’

Mrs MacRae came to Coll
32 years ago when she mar-
ried an islander, the late
Hamish MacRae. Their son
John Allan farms on the is-
land.

Mrs MacRae said what a
surprise it had been to hear
she had been put forward
for an honour.

‘It is quite a shock when
you get the envelope.’

Other recipients of hon-
ours in the Highlands  in-
cluded Robert Murdo
MacLeod, laterly managing
director of Highland and Is-
lands Airports Ltd for serv-
ices to the aviation industry
in the Highlands and is-
lands.

James Bradley Taylor,
chief executive of the
Northern Lighthouse Board
received an OBE for serv-
ices to the maritime indus-
try and Marina Dannis
recevied an MBE for serv-
ices to crofting.

Taynuilt’s Karen
Matheson was
appointed OBE

Mull house fires

mar festive season
TWO houses on the Isle of
Mull were badly damaged
by fire over the festive pe-
riod.

The two homes, in differ-
ent parts of the island, were
almost destroyed but thank-
fully there were no injuries.

A Boxing Day blaze se-
verely damaged one family
home in Fionnphort.

Three units of firefighters
were called to the fire, two
from Tobermory and the
Fionnphort unit. The local
volunteer unit was first to
arrive and managed to put
the fire out before it de-
stroyed the home.

The family of four; two
adults and two teenagers,
managed to escape after a
smoke detector sounded.

However, the family cat
perished in the blaze.

Leading Tobermory fire-
fighter Iain Noble said: ‘It
is believed the television

caught fire after it was left
on stand-by. I would
strongly advise everyone to
put their televisions off be-
fore going to bed at night
rather than on stand-by.

‘The units replied quickly
to the emergency call and the
local crew entered the house
using breathing apparatus to
deal with the flames.’

Another house fire hap-
pened on Wednesday, De-
cember 28, at 8.45pm Tenga
Farm Cottage, Glenbelart.

The fire, in a single-storey
wooden framed cottage,
may have started at a wood
burning stove.

It is believed the stove set
the roof on fire before flames
spread around the cottage.

However, a quick re-
sponse from the Salen vol-
unteer unit and two
Tobermory appliances
meant the flames were
brought under control be-

fore the cottage was totally
destroyed.

The fire crews were also
joined by police.

Although the cottage was
badly damaged, the man
living there escaped without
injury and managed to raise
the alarm.

Mr Noble told The Oban
Times how the rescue was
made more difficult by
treacherous roads.

He said: ‘The man man-
aged to get out safely but it
was snowing very heavily
that night.

‘The roads were very
greasy and it was difficult
to get to the house.

‘We had to pump water
from a nearby river as it was
quite a distance to the near-
est mains water supply.

‘Again, the boys re-
sponded quickly to the
emergency call and they did
a very good job.’
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Fears that water industry proposals could limit investment in Highlands

Belford Hospital consultant surgeon David Sedgwick receives some of Jim
Porteous-Wood’s prints from son Keith watched by Theresa James, Isobel

Woods, Joan Kennedy and Rosie Salzman. f52pic01

Go ahead for

Arisaig housing

Belford’s royal appointment

Octogenarians

to lunch

with the

Queen

Serious

assault in

High Street

Lochaber

riders in

pole position

A FORT William family is celebrating a second MBE in
five years.

Paramedic Alan Knox will be making the same journey
to Buckingham Palace to receive his award as his mother
did in 2000 to receive the MBE from the Queen.

A paramedic for 19 years Alan said he was surprised
but delighted to be awarded the MBE for services to the
Scottish Ambulance Service. He said: ‘I received a letter

On his bike to Buckingham Palace will be Lochaber paramedic Alan Knox who received the MBE.

MBE for Lochaber paramedic
about a month ago from the Prime Minister telling me I
had been nominated. I think I was nominated from board
level at the ambulance service.’

He paid tribute to the ‘great team’ he worked with in
Lochaber and said he would be going to Buckingham
Palace in the next couple of months to collect his honour
with his wife Elizabeth who is a staff nurse in Belford
Hospital.

THE DEATH of a young
prawn trawler skipper in the
Western Isles may have
been avoided if he had been
wearing a life jacket when
his vessel hit rocks, accord-
ing to the sheriff in charge
of the fatal accident inquiry.

Craig Duffy, aged 26, who
was originally from Tarbert,
Loch Fyne, died when the
MFV Audacious sank out-
side Stornoway Harbour on
Sunday, December 19 2004.

His crew mates John
Campbell and Alexander
Martin last saw their skip-
per going to make a May-
day signal after the trawler
went off course and hit
rocks south of Arnish Point.
Mr Duffy was steering the

vessel before and during the
collision, which happened
in calm weather conditions
with no wind.

Coastguards received the
Mayday at 6.25am and Mr
Duffy was found near the
shore but attempts at resus-
citation failed.

All three crew members
had been drinking on the
Saturday night and Mr
Duffy was over twice the
legal alcohol limit for driv-
ing at the time of the colli-
sion.

He was found to have an
alcohol reading of 167 mil-
ligrams in 100 millilitres in
blood when the legal limit
for driving is 80 ml per 100
ml of blood.

Sheriff Colin Scott Mac-
kenzie said the skipper’s
judgement would have been
impaired but his death could
have been avoided if he had
been wearing a life jacket.
The Audacious did have life
jackets on board but the
crew struggled to put them
on when the vessel ran into
difficulties.

Life jackets which can be
worn at all times on vessels
are currently being tested in
Britain.

Sheriff Mackenzie said it
was ‘an utter disgrace’ that
Britain had been left lag-
ging behind smaller coun-
tries like the Republic of
Ireland which made it com-
pulsory for s to be worn on

vessels with open decks.
He said: ‘If nothing is in

fact done or if heels con-
tinue to be dragged, more
avoidable tragedies will oc-
cur every year and more
families devastated and
lives ruined.

‘If a suitable device for
constant wear is to be de-
veloped, if indeed that has
not already been done, it
seems to me that all crew
members including the
skipper should be obliged to
wear one whenever on duty
or on deck.

‘At least on craft where all
members of the crew can be
expected to have to appear
on deck at a moment’s no-
tice.’

SIXTEEN Lochaber riders
are included in the provi-
sional list of entrants for this
year’s Scottish Six Days
Trial.

Scottish Six Days Trial
secretary Mairi Jenkins said
the entries for the trial com-
petition closed before
Christmas with a total of
393 entries.

She said: ‘It means the
trial, once again, is vastly
oversubscribed. There are
around 118 entrants who
have missed out in the bal-
lot and their names now
form a reserve listing.’

Sam Conner who won the
tournament by one point in
2005 returns to defend his
title while Kinlochleven’s
Gary MacDonald, who fin-
ished 12th last year and won
the Ian Fender Quaich for
best performance by a Scot-
tish rider, will also be com-
peting.

Donald MacPhie of the
Skye Trials Club will also
be riding at the event in
May.

The riders now have until
February 24 to pay their en-
try fee of £295.

PRINTS of paintings by an acclaimed art-
ist who depicted the Queen’s coronation
in Westminster Abbey in 1953 now adorn
Fort William’s Belford Hospital.

Jim Porteous-Wood died last April aged
85 and his widow Margaret and son Keith
have now donated the prints to the hospi-
tal as a thank you for the care he received
as a patient.

They also made a donation so the tel-
ephone services at the Belford can be im-
proved for family and friends phoning the
hospital to speak to patients.

 Keith Porteous-Wood said: ‘My father
was a staunch supporter of the hospital. He
so admired the standard of care and the
friendliness of the staff and was sure that
few rural areas were as fortunate as Loch-
aber in having such a fine hospital.

‘He was a keen supporter of the ‘Support
the Belford’ campaign and I know he would
have been proud to know that the services
provided by the Belford are now being held
up by the First Minister as a model on
which to base and develop services else-
where in rural Scotland.’

Trawler skipper’s death

could have been avoided

THE CONVENER of Highland Council has called on the
Scottish Executive to review proposals by the water in-
dustry regulator which she fears will limit investment in
water and sewerage infrastructure in the Highlands.

Councillor Alison Magee said she was very uneasy about
the effects below-inflation water charge increases will
have, because Scottish Water has already said this will
cut £1.3 billion off its investment programme.

The situation is already desperate in the Highlands, with

demand for housing soaring, while several area commit-
tees of the council are forced to refuse planning permis-
sion for housing developments through lack of water and
sewerage.

The chairman of the Water Industry Commission for
Scotland, Sir Ian Byatt, said last month that water charges
for domestic customers would be pegged at 0.5 per cent
below inflation, with business charges held at 1.5 per cent
below inflation for the next four years.

This will mean that 120,000 households will have bills
cut by 25 per cent, and business will save around £44m
on water bills. Scottish Water said that based on these
figures it could invest £2.1bn over the next four years in-
stead of the £3.4bn it felt was required.

Scottish Water can make a case to the Competition Com-
mission if it feels that the income the water charges will
provide does not allow it to meet the statutory obligations
placed on it by the Executive.

Councillor Magee said: ‘We are still striving for improve-
ment in our contacts with Scottish Water and the contacts
the public has with them. There is great frustration be-
cause the constraints on infrastructure are preventing new
house building. One of the concerns I have is with the
role of the regulator.

‘It may well be that we will want to make the case to the
Executive, along with our partners, for increased capital
investment in the area.’

POLICE in Fort William are
anxious to trace anyone who
may have been in the  town’s
High Street at around 2am on
Monday, January 2, 2006.

The call comes after a sus-
pected serious assault at the
east end of the High Street
near Cameron Square.

Any person with knowledge
of the incident is asked to
contact Fort William Police
Station on 01397 702361 or
the confidential line on 01397
702000.

LOCHABER Mountain Res-
cue Team were called out to
a woman who had fallen and
injured her arm at the Ring
of Steall.

Police in Fort William re-
ceived a 999 call from a man
wishing assistance for his
partner who had fallen ap-
proximately 10 metres.

Lochaber Mountain Rescue
Team was alerted,  located the
casualty and took her to the
Belford Hospital for treat-
ment.

The female climber, who
was an experienced climber
and part of a group on holi-
day in the area, was detained
overnight for observation and
treatment.

No further details of the
climbers were released by
police.

Medication theft

on New Year’s Day

A QUANTITY of prescribed
medication was stolen in Fort
William on New Year’s Day.
The medication comprises a
quantity of tablets, liquid
filled ampoules and medici-
nal patches.

One person has been ar-
rested in connection with the
theft and was due to appear
in Inverness Sheriff Court on
January 3, 2006.

Police said that an amount
of  the medication remains
untraced which could prove
dangerous if taken without
strict medical supervision.

Any person finding the
medication is asked to hand
it in to the nearest police sta-
tion or to contact Fort Wil-
liam Police Station on 01397
702361.

Charity shinty

A CHARITY shinty match
in Fort William between
Lodge Fort William 43 and
Lodge Lochiel Banavie 1200
raised more than £300 for
breast cancer care at
Raigmore Hospital, Inver-
ness.

AFTER saying it would not
be able to provide water for
20 new houses in Arisaig for
upwards of eight years,
Scottish Water will now be
able to do so after sorting
out ‘leakage reduction’ on
the area’s pipeline.

Lochaber Housing Asso-
ciation is in the process of
buying land above Arisaig
Marina with the intention of
building 20 houses.

Despite a new water treat-
ment works opening in Mal-
laig in 2001, Scottish Wa-
ter said it could not provide
enough water to supply the
scheme.

The company said the
works was operating at ‘full
capacity’.

Ranald Coyne secretary of
Arisaig and District Com-
munity Council, met with
Scottish Water bosses in

September and was told it
could be up to 2014 before
there was an adequate wa-
ter supply for new houses in
Arisaig.

However, Scottish Water
has now said that work on
the water supply would go
ahead and be ready for later
this year.

Capacity
A Scottish Water spokes-

man said: ‘An initial leak-
age survey has indicated
that sufficient additional ca-
pacity can be created
through reducing wastage
and active leakage control
of the Mallaig water supply
zone. Our ability to increase
water supplies through leak-
age reduction should be
completed by spring 2006
and sufficient headroom
will be created to allow the
20-house development to

proceed. The septic tanks
are being enlarged, outfalls
extended and work should
be completed by March
2006.  The new system re-
moves all development con-
straints in the Arisaig area.’

A community council
statement welcomed the de-
cision saying: ‘Locals can-
not afford to compete with
the second homes market
and there is not enough
property available for rent-
ing.  The community coun-
cil hoped that this problem
might be at least, partially
relieved when two years ago
Lochaber Housing Associa-
tion promised to build 15 to
20 houses. It was hoped that
some sites might also be
available for sale to local
buyers through the High-
land Small Communities
Housing Trust.  We look

forward to getting our new
houses and sites very
shortly.’

The community council
chairman Bill Henderson
said it was very good news
for Arisaig as the housing
situation was similar to the
rest of the west coast in that
local people were being
priced out of the market.

Plan
He said: ‘The houses that

are going to go up were in
the local plan years ago.
Twenty houses wouldn’t
break the camel’s back. Af-
fordable housing is what is
needed. These houses
would be for lease so they
couldn’t be sold.  It is great
business for Arisaig and the
district.’ Mr Henderson be-
lieves the adverse publicity
Scottish Water attracted had
an effect on its decision.

Woman rescued

at Ring of Steall

OCTOGENARIANS in
Lochaber are being invited
to lunch with Her Majesty
The Queen.

The Inverness Lieuten-
ancy is asking all people in
Lochaber who will be cel-
ebrating their 80th birthday
on April 21, 2006 if they
would like to attend a lunch
and reception hosted by The
Queen on Wednesday, April
19 at Buckingham Palace.

All those people who were
born on April 21, 1926 and
are resident in the Inverness
Lieutenancy are asked to
contact the clerk, James
Wotherspoon at 5
Drummond Street, Inver-
ness for an application
form.

All applications should be
returned by Monday, Janu-
ary 16 including a copy of
a birth certificate.
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YOUNG Oban man Scott
McKay has taken the run-
ners-up place in The
Prince’s Trust Young
Achiever of the Year
Awards, presented at a cer-
emony in Edinburgh.

At The  Prince’s Trust Celebrate Success Event in Edinburgh are, left to right, Michele Mone of Ultimo PLC, John Amabile, interior
designer and television personality, Andrew Kerr, award winner, Scott McKay, award runner up, television newsreader Sarah

Heaney and radio and television presenter and comedian Fred McAulay.

Scott was nominated for
the award by Linda Tighe
the trust’s area manager in
Argyll and was rewarded
with second place at the event
held in the new Royal Bank
of Scotland World Headquar-

ters in Edinburgh. Scott is
now employed as an ap-
prentice slater after  a long
period of unemployment.

While unemployed, he at-
tended a number of Prince’s
Trust activities such as trav-

elling to Germany on a work-
away programme and com-
pleting a self-development
programme where he gained
the John Muir Enviromental
Activity Award.

He has also walked the

West Highland Way with a
couple of friends to raise
money for cancer research.

Last year The Prince’s
Trust helped 2,700 young
people in Scotland get their
lives back on track.

Young achiever award for Oban man

VOLUNTEERS leading the
effort to build a Community
Sensory Garden on Oban’s
Corran Esplanade have
been overwhelmed at the
response from local busi-
nesses.

‘All of a sudden we can
see that this is really going
to happen,’ said Chairper-

Sensory garden stimulates

local businesses into action
son Catriona Campbell.
‘The cost of materials was
going to be significant and
the support from local busi-
nesses has solved that prob-
lem.’

John MacLachlan Ltd and
Jewson have both weighed
in with an offer to supply
building materials for the

paths and walls. Ian
Cleaver, Highland Heritage,
who owns the Alexandra
Hotel next door, has prom-
ised plants from the nursery
which makes the spectacu-
lar displays at his hotels.
Cash donations have come
in already from Strathclyde
Scaffolding Services and

architects CP Partners and
there have been many small
donations and offers of
help. Much remains to be
done, however, and any of-
fers of help will be much ap-
preciated.

John MacKinnon of Clan
Trees Nursery, in addition
to donating plants, will be

advising on the plant spe-
cies which will provide
stimulation to all the senses.

John said: ‘This is a great
project for the town and
we’re happy to be helping
with it.’

The sensory element is the
primary objective so that
everyone, but particularly

disabled people, can enjoy
the garden experience.

The task of design is in the
capable hands of Kenny
MacDonald who is a quali-
fied gardener, and he is hop-
ing to involve local schools
in the challenge.

Fund-raising continues
with ongoing grant applica-

tions, and with a Valentine’s
Day Dance next month.

February will also see the
start of work on the ground
which will be a great encour-
agement for the volunteers.

If you can help call
Eleanor MacKinnon of Ar-
gyll and Bute Volunteers
Centre on 07861 653663.

New dyslexia

group for

Oban and

Lorn
A DYSLEXIA support
group has been recently
been re-established in
Oban.

Dyslexia Oban and Lorn
is affiliated to Dyslexia
Scotland, a charity which
aims to help thousands of
people with dyslexia across
the country.

Dyslexia is a condiion
which affects how people
process information and is
associated with difficulties
in reading, writing and
spelling.

The new group was
started after parents of chil-
dren and young people who
have dyslexia decided that
a support group was needed
in the area for their children,
adults who suffer from dys-
lexia, and for the parents
themselves.

At a well-attended open
meeting in the Corran Halls
it was decided that a com-
mittee should be formed
and regular meetings should
take place.

‘We realised how much
support we needed, and set-
ting up a group seemed like
the best way to do it,’ said
Shona Sharp, the chairperson
of the group’s committee.

The committee, which has
eight members, has decided
to hold monthly meetings St
Moluag’s Centre on Croft
Road.

One of Dyslexia Oban and
Lorn’s biggest targets is to
establish meetings specifi-
cally for children and young
people with dyslexia where
they can take part in activi-
ties such as arts and crafts,
music workshops and
sports.

‘We will ask the kids what
it is they want to do,’ said
Shona.

‘We hope by offering dif-
ferent things it will boost
their confidence and self-
esteem.’

There are also plans to in-
volve members of the local
community with the groups’
work. Former art teacher
Ian Gowdie has already
been on hand to help dys-
lexic children and young
people experiment with art.

Two members of Oban Lorne Rugby Club take part in their sponsored abseil down Cruachan Dam as
they helped to raise £1,900.

OBAN Lorne Rugby club
raised a total of £1,900 from
a sponsored abseil of Cru-
achan Dam.

Twelve club members
braved the heights in con-
junction with Oban Moun-
tain Rescue and Scottish
Power to raise money for
the clubhouse extension
fund. The rugby club will
donate some of the money
they raised to local causes
as well. Among those ben-
efiting will be Oban Moun-
tain Rescue,  The Ryan
MacPhail Memorial Trust
and Oban and Lorn Lions
Club. The club took the
ooportunity to thank Sandy
Rokitta for gaining permis-
sion to access the dam along
with Oban Mountain Res-
cue and Scottish Power for
allowing the event to go
ahead.

Rugby club members become dam busters

Hosack and Sutherland solicitors Gordon McGlashan and Graeme Pagan,
with Elaine MacKinnon, Karen Sewell and daughter Emma, and Marie

MacRae, Hosack and Sutherland’s cashier.

A PARALEGAL at Oban legal firm Hosack and Suther-
land had her baking hat on over Christmas.

Elaine MacKinnon produced a beautiful cake, carefully
iced to look like a little bed with sleeping reindeer in it
and a message hanging over the side saying: ‘Do not dis-
turb until 24th December’ and then raffled it to raise funds
for Scottish International Relief.

Tickets were sold through SIR’s Stevenson Street char-
ity shop in the town and through the estate agency office
of MacPhee and Partner, which is now associated with
Hosack and Sutherland.

The final draw was made in the estate agency office by
three-year-old Emma Sewell, daughter of Karen, who
used to work at the Oban legal firm and was back in the
town for the festive season.

The cake was won by Mrs Morrice of Loch Awe and
the raffle raised £100, enough to provide school meals
and education for more than 50 children through SIR’s
Mary’s Meals project.

All in a day’s baking to raise funds for SIR

Raffle provides school meals

and education for 50 children

MEETING in the Church Hall on November 29, 23
members of Connel Etive Club were introduced to the
skills of Christmas craft-making at a demonstration
given by Janet Cringles, wife of the parish minister,
The Rev George Cringles.

She focused mainly on creating decorations to hang
on a Christmas tree. Afternoon tea followed.

The same venue was bright with festive season deco-
rations on December 13, when 31 members were en-
tertained to a nativity play staged by the children of
primaries one to four at Achaleven School.

This was followed by carol singing by pupils of pri-
maries five to seven. The Rev George Cringles thanked
staff and children, complimenting them on their ex-
cellent performance before handing out sweets to the
youngsters.

A delicious Christmas tea followed.
�   �   �

STAGED in the school hall on Tuesday, December 20, St
Columba’s School’s annual Christmas concert provided
a perfect showcase for the wide-ranging talents of the pu-
pils and the dedication of their teachers.

Central to the presentation, which was enjoyed by a
packed attendance, was a bi-lingual nativity play per-
formed by the pupils of P1 and P2.

Forty-one children took part and it was a production
which found the school’s Gaelic Medium Unit and the
mainstream pupils working together. It had a distinctly
international flavour with carols in Polish sung by a Polish
Folk Group formed by Polish children who are pupils at
the school.

To add to the appeal an Australian teacher, Mrs Sander-
son of P2-3, performed carols with dance. There was also
a selection of Christmas carols from the violin group, led
by their instructor, Hazel Clark, P4 and P5, and a class
taught by Mrs Currie staged a musical number entitled
Foolish Mountaineer which cautioned mountaineers to
be sure to climb only when properly equipped.

Bringing a splendid concert to a close with an evocative
rendition of Elvis’s Blue Christmas, was the school choir,
conducted by head teacher Pauline Carson, which fol-
lowed with a special Christmas piece in two-part harmony.
It was an evening which saw the audience depart in just
the right frame of mind to celebrate December 25.

�   �   �

FOR MEMBERS of Oban Rotary Club the festive sea-
son arrived early when the club hosted a Senior Citi-
zens Ceilidh in the town’s Royal Hotel on Friday, No-
vember 18.

A turnout of 80 was welcomed by the club president,
Brig John Macfarlane, Taynuilt, who introduced the
programme.

Entertainment was provided by brilliant young piper
Donald Morrison, Ann Barlow, Taynuilt, on fiddle,
Willie Turbo on accordion, with soloists Angus Smith,
Freddie MacKenzie and Duncan Johnston, all Oban.

To round off a great evening there was a hot ‘cuppa’
and a slice of Jimmy Donn’s famous clootie dumpling.
Transport was provided for all who needed it.

The carol concert, organised annually by the club,
took place on December 18, when the Corran Halls
was packed as usual.

The Right Rev Martin Shaw delivered the opening
prayer and gave the final blessing and the programme
included Taynuilt Bell Ringers, the orchestra, con-
ducted by Norman Nicholson, many local schools, the
Bach Choir and Oban Gaelic Choir.

A general vote of thanks to all who had contributed
was offered by Brig Macfarlane.

The concert raised £860 which will be divided equally
between Children First and the Erskine Hospital. The
cost of renting the hall is being met by the MacQueen
Brothers, Oban Express and six Rotarians.

�   �   �

GUESTS at a Christmas Dinner in the Regent Hotel on
Monday, December 19, hosted by Oban and District Old
Folk’s Welfare Association, were 107 of the area’s eld-
erly.

The maximum number should have been 100 and the
organisation is grateful to David and Janet Collins and
John Horne of the Regent for quickly setting up more
places.

Grace was invoked by Captain Connie MacCallum of
the Oban Corps of the Salvation Army then everyone
tucked into a sumptuous festive meal.

As always the ladies of the local branch of the Inner
Wheel donated a delicious Christmas Cake.

Sparkling entertainment was provided by accordionist
Michael Garvin, pipers Daniel Johnston and Scott Felgate
and singer Colin Felgate, Scott’s father, who soon had
everyone joining in.

During a break in the entertainment the raffle was drawn
with the organisers ensuring that every guest received a
prize.

As always, the local Rotary Club was on hand to ensure
that everyone had transport home.

Especially pleased with the success of the evening was
association president, Cathie Gemmell.

�   �   �

FOR MEMBERS of Oban Photographic Club the
meeting in the Regent Hotel on Monday, December
12, was marked by a visit from Jim Rennie, Kinross,
the president of the Scottish Photographic Federation.

A noted mountaineer who has scaled all of Scotland’s
Munros at least three times,  Mr Rennie has built up
an impressive slide catalogue of these mountains shown
in all seasons and in all their many moods. His slide
presentation was thoroughly enjoyed. The meeting on
December 19, in the same venue, was given over to the
judging of the Dougie MacIntyre Trophy, a contest the
subject of which is subtle humour.

The best slide was adjudged to be that entered by
Jim Kirkpatrick, Oban, the club’s vice president, with
Ann Campbell, Ardchattan, showing the best print.
Both then went head-to-head with Ann Campbell tak-
ing the trophy. The evening finished with everyone
tucking into mouth-watering mincemeat pies made by
Katie Weir, Ledaig, an enthusiastic club member. The
club is having a short break over the festive season.

L O C H N E L L
ARMS HOTEL

North Connel

SUNDAY LUNCH IS THE

LOCHNELL CARVERY

RETIRED PERSON’S LUNCH MENU MON - SAT

Sunday Carvery 12noon - 4pm

Tel 01631 710408

Penny & Richard Childs

would like to thank all

their customers and

wish them a very

Happy

New Year.

We look forward to

seeing you in 2006.

...........................................

Our Winter Sale is now on

with up to 50% off selected items.

4 John St, Oban.   01631 570470

Alexander
Technique

Experienced teacher visiting
area offering lessons.

7th - 11th January
Contact 01631 720223

atlessons@kintaline.co.uk
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GET YOUR EVENT LISTED –

CONTACT 01631 568000

Friday January 27, 2006
Helensburgh & District Highland
Association. Highland Ball Dinner with
Marianne Anderson in The ‘Osprey Suite’
of the Helensburgh Commodore Vintage
Inn. 7pm.
Contact John Wilson 01389 841208

Friday February 24, 2006
Helensburgh & District Highland
Association. Cabaret with Piper Bruce
Shearlaw, Band Billy Anderson and
Margaret MacLeod in The ‘Osprey Suite’ of
the Helensburgh Commodore Vintage Inn.
8pm.
Contact John Wilson 01389 841208

The focus really is on your big hopes and this is not

just because this is something we all have on our

minds at this time of year, for you, it is more of a

structural consideration. Prestige, acknowledge-

ment and status can all be heading your way, but

you will need to demonstrate ions of determination

in order to capitalise. Don’t be faint hearted, for you

can make a big impact. For more, please call me..

With your ruler Venus, edging backwards all week in

the most expansive sector of your horoscope, links

with people at a distance, or those with novel takes

on life, could start to resonate more on your con-

sciousness. But then the truth or situations can also

grow in importance. It’s as if you’re needing to really

get to the bottom of what’s what. Thoughts of holi-

daying can feature. For more, please call me..

A little bit of jealousy can be in the air this week.

You are someone who likes life to be light and breezy

but someone close may find this difficult about you,

or might it be you that shows an unusual propen-

sity towards envy? In financial matters, steering

clear of high interest rate loans would be advisable.

Reading the small print should be essential. Get

good and impartial advice. For more, please call me..

Although you can show great guile and no little

charm when it comes to your relations with others

this week, someone may be unconvinced. This

could be a boss or a colleague or a potential new

employer. Certainly don’t take human interaction for

granted. Someone may misconstrue your intentions

- badly. Seeing both sides of situations can reduce

this potential. For more, please call me..

Are you beginning to weaken in your resolve as far

as those healthy new years resolutions? Then again,

the problem could be that you are trying to do too

much. It may better to be virtuous in fewer areas of

life. If you are trying to completely rework your

whole existence slowing down and getting the “big

areas” under control would probably make most

sense of all. For more, please call me..

Does someone share your passion and enthusiasm

for one project? This could even be someone you

are interested in that doesn’t feel the same about you.

Whichever, throttling back and letting things go at

there own pace rather than obsessing about them,

could help keep you in a better position. And yet a

creative venture can see you shine, as long as you

don’t try too hard. For more, please call me..

If you feel like cocooning yourself away and keep-

ing worldly pressures at a distance, it would be in

keeping with the background astral vibes in your

situation. And yet someone close to you, a flatmate,

partner or other family member, may not appreci-

ate this need for seclusion. Then again if you are

feeling more outwards, you will probably be happi-

est in familiar places. For more, please call me..

If you find yourself with an excess of nervous en-

ergy, you should probably try to ground yourself

and achieve something tangible. Flitting from pillar

to post might not do it. Being on the move can be

fun however. Yet someone could accuse you of lack-

ing focus and being scatterbrained. Yet there may

be so many exciting possibilities it could be hard to

settle. For more, please call me..

There have been a lot of goodies to enjoy over

the last few weeks, the problem for you is that

you might be struggling to get back to normality

and this could of course, have an impact on your

finances - if it spending continues to go un-

checked. Yet with all those sales in full flow, can

you master your temptation? Or will someone be

wanting your financial assistance? For more,

please call me..

Your need to redefine your image or your approach

to many areas of your life, is commendable. But

someone close to you may be playing catch up.

Perhaps they feel threatened that the status quo is

being challenged. This could cause some tension,

so if you sense this building, it would be an oppor-

tune moment to try to break the ice and talk through

their concerns. For more, please call me..

This can be a sensitive time of year for you, one where

you may be feeling more reflective than usual. Be-

cause of this, it might be best to steer a path away

from those, who even at the best of times, have a habit

of getting under your skin. Confidences need to be

kept very much between you and those that can be

trusted. If they are not, they could be used against

you. For more, please call me..

Friendships can be the cornerstone of what can make

2006 successful but that doesn’t mean that every sin-

gle one is set to go exactly to plan. Work hard at keep-

ing in touch. If things have drifted it may be an op-

portune time to re-establish contact. Yet if there is a

sense of drift might be because you are seeing, in-

creasingly, that someone has a different set of val-

ues to  you. For more, please call me..

Charity Sunday

Lunch

In aid of

Alzheimer Scotland Action on Dementia

Oban & Lorn Branch

At Light of India

Stevenson Street, Oban

On 15th January 2006, 12-2pm

FORT WILLIAM ACCORDION

& FIDDLE CLUB

Musical Evening

On Tuesday 10 January 2006 at 8pm

Guest Artists:

"Niall Kirkpatrick" Trio

Usual venue Inverlochy

All Welcome

Admission £3.00 … Tea & Raffle Extra

IN THE EVENT OF A LAST MINUTE CANCELLATION

BY ANY GUEST ARTIST THE COMMITTEE WILL

FIND AN ALTERNATIVE ARTIST

Comunn
Gaidhealach
AN OBAN
Tattie and

Herring

Supper and

Ceilidh

Saturday 14th January
Full details next week

Inveraray & District

Accordion &

Fiddle Club

Swallow Argyll Hotel

Wednesday 11th January

at 8.00pm

Guest Artistes

The MacAllister Brothers

Supporting players

most welcome

KILMARTIN

HOUSE MUSEUM

Free Form Sculpture
Using Used Materials

A series of six
evening classes
Starting 11 Jan

6.30 - 9pm
for further information &

diary of events
contact 01546 510278

www.kilmartin.org

Oban rapper Kevin Irvine aka ‘K9 Kev’
displays his third album. t01kev01

Local rapper

releases third

hip-hop album

OBAN rapper Kevin Irvine also known as ‘K9 Kev’ has
released his third hip-hop album.

Kevin, who has been promoting his album around the
country is delighted with the finished article.

He said: ‘It’s going extremely well, and the album has
been well received by the people I have played in front
off.

‘The first album was really a stepping stone and the sec-
ond was a side project, so this is finally the real thing.’

Kevin began a sound production course at James Watt
College in August which he hopes he will finish in three
years time.

He has received a lot of help from well known DJ and
college lecturer, DJ Bunty in producing the album, as well
as community education’s Scott Douglas, who helped in
designing and printing the album cover.

James Watt College will soon be releasing an album
which will include one of Kevin’s new songs, ‘Domestic
Abuse’.

Kevin now plans to take a year out to concentrate on
college and begin writing for his next album which he
plans to release in 2007.

New books help Oban and Kintyre to remember

THE SIXTIETH anniversary of the end-
ing of World War II was marked in a vari-
ety of ways by thousands of people
throughout the country in 2005.

Now Oban and Campbeltown’s wartime
days can be remembered through two new
publications.

Laundry Cottage Books have published
The Journey by Ted Cowling, an autobi-
ography of a wartime Squadron pilot.

The book holds accounts of Ted’s life
before, during and after the war, including
his time in Oban in the early 1940s when
he was posted to the town with No.210 Fly-
ing Boat Squadron. As part of the Squad-
ron, he flew on numerous missions from

their anchorage in the Kerrera Sound. Also
included in the book is Ted’s recollection
of how whilst in Oban he was part of a hand
picked crew who flew a highly secret and
dangerous mission, which was organised
by the prime minister of the time, Winston
Churchill, through the Arctic Circle to Rus-
sia just days after the Nazis opened up the
Eastern Front.

Kintyre Remembers: Wartime Stories is a
36-page booklet which contains photo-
graphs, personal accounts and wartime ar-
ticles from The Campbeltown Courier, as
well as a fold-out map showing significant
World War II sites in Campbeltown and
Kintyre.

Hogmanay celebrations at The Wide Mouthed  Frog, Dunbeg,  included a superb ceilidh with music into the wee
small hours with  Tiree band, Skerryvore. The band are seen here with Neil Loughlan, bar manager, left, and Neil

McLauchlan, commerical manager. t01frg01.

Pet
of
the
Week

aaa.rescueteam@btopenworld.com

www.smallpaws.co.uk

ARGYLL

ANIMAL AID

Martha

�Very affectionate female, full of affection and loves

cuddles. Looking for somebody to love. Is spayed.

Please contact Pat on

01852 300362

7.00 DAILY from FRIDAY (Excluding Sunday)

1.00 SATURDAY and SUNDAY MATINEES

DRAMA AND JOY ON AN EPIC JOURNEY

MARCH OF THE PENGUINS U

9.15 FRIDAY and SATURDAY – 7.15 MONDAY to THURSDAY

3.15 SATURDAY and SUNDAY MATINEES

NEW ROMANTIC COMEDY PREMIERE

JUST FRIENDS 12A

6.45 and 8.45 on FRIDAY and SATURDAY

1.30 and 3.30 SATURDAY and SUNDAY MATINEES

LAST SHOWINGS OF A DOGGIE TALE

LASSIE PG

7.30 DAILY from FRIDAY (Excluding Sunday)

2.30 SATURDAY and SUNDAY MATINEES

THE MIGHTIEST MOVIE OF THEM ALL

KING KONG 12A

7.45 DAILY from FRIDAY (Excluding Sunday)

2.45 SATURDAY and SUNDAY MATINEES

NEW ROMANTIC COMEDY PREMIERE

JUST FRIENDS 12A

Movies from
Friday 6 January

MARCH OF THE
PENGUINS

U certificate, 80 minutes
Oban Highland Theatre

7.00 daily (except Sunday)
from Friday

1.00 Saturday and Sunday
matinees

MARCH of the Penguins
was the surprise screen
success of 2005 in North
America. Taking a massive 80
million dollars at the box
office, it also helped make
Antarctica the latest world
tourist destination! In this
outstanding movie, directed
by Luc Jacquet, we
experience the adventures of
thousands of emperor
penguins, trekking hundreds
of miles across an unforgiving
icecap, facing predators,
starvation and exposure on the
journey.
March of the Penguins is a
story of triumph over
adversity, outstandingly and
beautifully filmed, with a
soaring musical score and an
excellent Morgan Freeman
narration. There are many
memorable moments in this
large screen celebration of
ritual and romance that will be
recalled years after all the
major movie blockbusters are
long forgotten!

JUST FRIENDS
UK Premiere

12A certificate, 94 minutes
Oban Highland Theatre

9.15 on Friday and Saturday
3.15 Saturday and Sunday

matinees
7.15 daily, Monday to

Thursday
Fort William Studio Cinema
7.45 (except Sunday) from

Friday
2.45 Saturday and Sunday

matinees
JUST Friends stars Ryan
Reynolds as a Los Angeles
music executive, stranded in
his New Jersey home town
due to bad weather. He is also
trying to sign up a singer on a

contract. Co-stars Anna Faris
in fine form in this super
romantic comedy, providing
an outstanding and well over-
the-top performance as the
pampered, sex-mad diva.
Anna Faris will be
remembered for her part in
Scary Movie and we also have
Amy Smart (Road Trip) and
Chris Klein (American Pie),
all under the capable direction
of Roger Kumble (Cruel
Intentions).

KING KONG
Certificate 12A, 187 minutes
(Under-12s admitted when
accompanied by an adult

aged 18 or over)
Fort William Studio Cinema

7.30 p.m. daily (except Sunday)
from Friday

2.30 matinees on Saturday and
Sunday

DIRECTOR Peter Jackson (who
gave us The Lord of the Rings)
brings a sweeping cinematic
vision of King Kong to the large
screen, with his dramatic story of
this gigantic ape-monster.  We
follow the adventures of a group
of explorers and documentary
film makers who travel to the
strange Skull Island, to investigate
the island’s legends.
After they land, they discover

King Kong living in a massive
jungle where prehistoric creatures
have been protected and hidden
for millions of years.  Kong
proves to be wild and beyond
control and only the appearance
of one solitary woman (Naomi
Watts) manages to hold his
attention long enough for him to
be subdued by the explorers.
Co-starring Jack Black and

Adrien Brody, the escapades of
the 25-foot tall apelike monster
prove to be compelling viewing,
from the wilds of Skull Island
across the seas to New York,
where the mightiest of shackles
are used to hold him in captivity.
N.B. Children under the age of

twelve are only admitted when
accompanied by an adult aged
eighteen or over because of the
frightening elements, moderate
violence and the frequent peril
portrayed in this mightiest movie
adventure of all time.

LASSIE
Certificate PG, 99 minutes
Oban Highland Theatre

Final Oban showings at 6.45
and 8.45 on Friday and

Saturday
1.30 and 3.30 Saturday and

Sunday matinees
LASSIE features an outstanding
cast including Peter O’Toole,
Samantha Morton, John Lynch,
Nicholas Lyndhurst and, of
course, Lassie! Based on Eric
Knight’s best selling and much
loved novel ‘Lassie Come
Home’, this is a heart-warming
tale of love, trust and heroism,
produced and directed by Charles
Sturridge.
Follow Lassie as she escapes from
a castle in Scotland to make her
way home to her young master in
a Yorkshire mining village.
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Police files

Raasay

in the

moneyONCE again it’s time for ‘Old Boors’ Almanac’ and build-
ing upon our 100 per cent failure rate in previous years
we offer our predictions for 2006. It should be noted that
individuals and organisations included are not chosen for
any perceived inability to pursue us through the courts
but purely on the grounds of their great sense of humour.
                                       ���

JANUARY: Lochaber Enterprise chairman, Drew
MacFarlane Slack, slams planning committee for fail-
ing on housing provision thus strangling growth in the
economy. Planning committee chair, Drew MacFarlane
Slack, retaliates with: ‘The enterprise company has to
realise the complexities of the issue. Without a full-
time fire brigade it is impossible for the area to ex-
pand.’
Convenor of Highlands and Islands Fire Brigades com-
mittee, Drew MacFarlane Slack, counters: ‘The en-
terprise and planning people should live in the real
world. With all the money spent recompensing the
wrongfully dismissed firemen in Stornoway, the days
of a full-time brigade in Fort William are a long way
off. However, I am prepared to get round the table with
the other chairmen if a suitable venue can be found.’
                                       ���

FEBRUARY: When Herchers’ Fun Fair comes to Caol
the chairmen of the various agencies have a face-to-face
meeting in the hall of mirrors.
A spokesman said: ‘It was a worthwhile meeting but un-
fortunately neither the chairman of the CCTV partner-
ship nor the chair of the local access forum could attend
because Drew was attending a meeting of the West High-
land Museum.’

Fort William Football Club forced to leave Claggan Park
after complaints of a design fault in the stand - it’s facing
the pitch. The move to Invergarry proves popular with the
team members who hail from Skye and Inverness.
                                       ���

MARCH: Fort William FC settle into their new home
and pick up three points when Cove Rangers fail to
find Craigard Park. Drew MacFarlane-Slack resigns
from public life and opens a hat shop in Glencoe vil-
lage. Local nobleman disqualified from Common-
wealth Games when in first round of Clay Pigeon event
he kills six wallabies, three koala bears and a kanga-
roo.
                                       ���

APRIL: Fort William Shinty Club folds when pitch at An
Aird sold to housing developer. Club chairman Richard
Gall says: ‘The Gearasdan supporters should look upon
this as an opportunity to broaden their horizons. Switch-
ing allegiance is no big deal, believe me.’
As the no-smoking legislation begins to bite council leader
Olwyn MacDonald calls for council meetings to be held
in the open air to publicise the outdoor capital campaign.
                                       ���

MAY: Corbody up from Acharacle for a pint in the
Volly turns left on his Honda instead of right and be-
comes first local rider to clean the Rocky Brae in the
Scottish Six Days Trial. School of dolphins in Loch Eil
stranded on beach at Blaich. Glasgow Rangers rel-
egated. West Highland Way walker turned back to
Milngavie at Blarmachfoldach toll booth when collec-
tor refuses to change £50 note.
                                       ���

JUNE: The continental market in the High Street is can-
celled. A spokesperson for Fort William Merchants’ As-
sociation says: ‘There is a limit to the number of outdoor
shops we can have.’ Councillor Neil Clark replaces Charlie
MacColl as convenor of Mod Lochabair 2007.
Second Mod shop opened in portakabin at West End of
town. Kicking King, the favourite, well beaten in Kinloid
Derby stakes on the first day of camel racing meeting on
Morar Sands.
The owner, a local electrical contractor, says: ‘We were
jumped by Cameron’s Starlight Express which skated in.’
                                       ���

JULY: Wild and joyous scenes at the Polish Club, for-
merly the Nevis Centre, when Polska win the World
Cup in Germany. Sale of Invernevis House and trans-
fer of remaing housing stock to housing association
leads to calls to disband council.
With no responsibility for water, trunk roads, hous-
ing, residential homes for the elderly, financing of new
schools etc., the Scottish Executive consider the roles
of councils. A councillor argues: ‘This leaves us free to
concentrate on local holidays and flag days.’
                                       ���

AUGUST: Large crowd at An Aird to witness David
Cameron, Tory leader, take part in Clan Cameron v Clan
Fraser shinty match is disappointed when he is substi-
tuted after 30 minutes.
Team manager says: ‘We didn’t know where we were with
him. He said he wanted to be in the centre but he spent
most of the time on the right and left wings as he tried too
hard to please the crowd. I was more taken with our guest
player, Charles Kennedy’s performance. Nothing fancy
but he was effective.’
                                       ���

SEPTEMBER: Fort William FC return to Claggan
Park. A spokesman says: ‘It was pointless playing at
Invergarry. We have plans for a big shake up at the
club.’ Kilmallie win Camanachd Cup with two goals
apiece from ex-Fort players Victor Smith and James
Clark.
Newly appointed chairman Richard Gall says: ‘It’s
good to have the cup across the Lochy again and a
morale boost for the club given the uncertainty over
the plan for houses on Canal Parks.’
                                       ���

OCTOBER: The big shake up at Claggan materialises
when Sheik Mahaun, the six-foot six-inch Grand Provin-
cial Master and promoter of camel racing at Morar, be-
comes chairman of the football club.
He promises a big name signing when the players’ present
contracts run out. Ballachulish and Glencoe councillor
Asbo MacDonald fails in his motion before the licensing
board to restrict licensing hours.
                                       ���

NOVEMBER: A Polish kitchen porter from the High-
land Hotel with 23 letters in his surname is unveiled as
Fort William FC’s new goalkeeper.
Manager of the Highland says: ‘I’ll be glad to see the
back of him. The number of plates he dropped was
uncanny.’
Dr William Kennedy memorial medical centre offi-
cially jointly opened by Charles Kennedy MP, descend-
ant of Dr Kennedy and Alex MacPhee, descendant of
MacPhee the outlaw.
                                       ���

DECEMBER: The televised World Clootie Dumpling
Championships in the Station Bar end in chaos when pre-
senter Gordon Ramsay is ejected from the premises for
using the f-word.
Licensee Alasdair Fraser says: ‘My clientele were black-
affronted at the language.’ Councillors hold a civic recep-
tion to mark ‘Lochaber Lines’ being named newspaper
column of the year.
The columnist turns down opportunity for Eddie Calvert
to provide the cabaret and modestly says: ‘I’ll blow my
own trumpet.’

SCHOOL pupils from Portree talked their way to all the
awards at a public speaking competition held on the is-
land.

The annual Youth Speaks Tournament, held by Rotary
Club of Portree and District, brought schools from as far
as Plockton and Elgol to the Aros Centre, Portree.

Schools competed in three sections: primary school, S1-
S3 and S4-S6

In the primary school section Portree A team of Amy
Grant, Ian Grant and Angela MacDonald, won with their
topic - Scotland’s ban on smoking in public places which
will come into force in March.

Portree’s Rebecca Shaw (Portree B) won the  gavel for

Portree pupils talk the talk

Portree and district Rotarians Ian Greenshields and Jim Campbell present Rebecca Shaw with her prize
for best chairperson.

best chairperson. In the S1-S3 section the Portree A team
of Claire Coghill, Kirsty Toms and Kara MacIntosh took
first place.

Annmaree MacRae was voted best overall speaker from
all sections and her Portree team also won the S4-S6 com-
petition.

She was joined in the winning team by Michael Moir
and Daniel Steel.

Jim Rennie, chairman of the judges, said: ‘We keep no-
ticing, every year, how good the pupils are.

‘Some of them would do a lot better than we could do.
‘It’s on during the day when most people are working

but it is a pity more parents couldn’t come to see them.’

AFTER around 30 years of
campaigning, an island
community had more rea-
son than most to celebrate
the new year after learning
it now has all the money
needed to build a £700,000
hall.

Raasay Community Asso-
ciation has received
£180,000 from the Euro-
pean Regional Develop-
ment Fund, the final amount
of money needed in order to
build a hall which is to be
in Inverarish.

Jill Westgarth of the com-
munity association said:
‘The next stage is to work
with our architects and fi-
nalise plans for a building
warrant.  We have to go
through the process of invit-
ing tenders because of the
European money we got.’

Raasay did not have a vil-
lage hall before with island-
ers using a section of
Raasay House but it was
unsuitable for elderly peo-
ple because of its distance
away from Inverarish and
there were access problems.

Jill said: ‘I am a relative
newcomer but I am aware
that some of the older peo-
ple have been raising funds
for this for the best part of
30 years.  There have cer-

tainly been hall committees
which made a lot of appli-
cations.’  Jill said factors
such as inflation hikes had
hindered previous applica-
tions.

Raasay Community Asso-
ciation chairman Roland
Stiven described it as ‘won-
derful news for the island’.
He said: ‘We have a grow-
ing population of more than
200 people, of which more
than 50 are children and
young people under the age
of 16.

‘For the first time we will
have a modern, warm, flex-
ible space to house a wide
range of community activi-
ties.  We are extremely
grateful for all the financial
and moral support we have
received from our funders
and also of course for the
enormous support we have
always had from the local
community.

‘We can now look forward
to delivering the dream that
so many people have
worked towards for so
long.’

The community itself
raised around £30,000 with
money also coming from
Highland Council, Skye and
Lochalsh Enterprise and
Communities Scotland.

Councillor calls for more British

crewmen after Minch grounding
A SENIOR councillor who
has been fighting for 20
years for restrictions on
dangerous shipping in the
Minch, has asked the Ma-
rine Accident Investigation
Branch to examine if a
tanker which ran aground
almost on his doorstep had
foreign crew members on
board.

The 1,570 gross tonnage
UK-registered oil tanker,
Blackfriars, was in ballast
and was heading south to
Pembroke Dock from
Lochinver with eight people
on board, when it ran
aground on the Eileanan
Dubha rocks, off Kyle, on
Tuesday, December 20,
2005. The tanker was towed
off the rocks the following
day.

Councillor Bill Fulton
from Kyle said that local
people had mentioned that
several of the crew who
were taken off the tanker
appeared to be of foreign
origin.

He added: ‘I am not say-
ing that this had anything to
do with the accident. The
investigation has still to be
carried out by the MAIB.
But I would like them to in-
vestigate if indeed the ship
had foreign crew members
and if this had any bearing
on the accident. They must
examine all angles.

‘Again I am not saying
that this had anything to do
with the grounding off Kyle,
but in other marine acci-
dents investigators found
that there were problems of

communication among the
crew and that did not make
running the ship easier, and
that it led to problems in
managing the ship.’

He said that it was also
important to examine how
many of the crew were on
duty as the ship negotiated
the Kyle narrows.

‘This ship must have made
the same voyage many
times. There is no indication
yet what went wrong in this
case, but we need to know
that they had enough peo-
ple on watch and enough
people to navigate the ship.

‘We have seen before in
the case of the Jambo which
struck rocks and sank off
the Summer Isles in June
2003, that the ship drifted
miles off course. The

Lysfoss which grounded in
the Sound of Mull didn’t
have anyone on watch. We
have to be sure that this
wasn’t the case with the
Blackfriars,’ he said.

The MAIB investigation is
still at the preliminary stage,
where evidence is being
gathered to help it decide if
a full investigation is re-
quired.

Councillor Fulton said
there was a strong case for
training more Scottish offic-
ers and crew to ensure that
all British merchant ships
had a strong British contin-
gent among the crew.

‘Scottish mariners had a
reputation for their exper-
tise which went worldwide.
Yet today companies appear
to have great difficulty get-

ting Scottish officers, engi-
neers and deck crew. We
should ensure that enough
people are taken on as ca-
dets and ABs to make it pos-
sible to have a high number
of British crew in every
merchant ship that uses our
coastal waters. I would not
like to think that any com-
pany was looking to save
money by taking on poorly-
trained, underpaid and over-
worked crew members from
foreign countries. That ex-
ploits these workers and
opens up our waters to all
kinds of dangers. It is time
that the Government, and
especially John Prescott,
who is himself a former sea-
man, took a proactive inter-
est in this issue,’ said Coun-
cillor Fulton.

Lack of snow

points skiers

to quad bikes

A NEW Quad Bike tourist
attraction has been
launched near Roy Bridge
by a former soldier and
Land Rover corporate man-
ager.

Ian Brown and his wife
Lyn opened the venture by
inviting local people, in-
cluding accommodation
providers, to a demonstra-
tion in which they were in-
vited to ride the bikes over
the extensive track.

And over the holiday pe-
riod it proved very busy as
visitors, disappointed at the
lack of snow for skiing,
tried quad biking as an ex-
citing alternative.

Ian, who served in the
Royal Corps of Transport
and later organised corpo-
rate events for Land Rover,
said: ‘It was an idea I had
nurtured for some time. It’s
one of the few activities in

this area that can take place
whatever the weather. So
when the opportunity arose
to use the land at Fersit I
launched my venture, Quad
Bike Tours, confident it will
be a great added attraction
for visitors to the area.’

The track constructed by
Ian covers a large area off
the A86 near Fersit and in-
cludes obstacles and burns
which have to be traversed.

Ian supplies all the safety
equipment necessary, in-
cluding helmets, and gives
a full safety briefing before
people set out on the bikes.

A spokesman for Glen
Spean Tourism Marketing
Group said: ‘We welcome
this venture. It’s not de-
pendent on the weather and
should be a big draw for
visitors, and it can also pro-
vide a good day out for lo-
cals.’

Windows

broken

BETWEEN 7.30pm on
Thursday, December 22 and
midnight on December 23
three windows were broken
at Mallaig Heritage Centre.

Money stolen

SOMETIME between
11pm on Monday, Decem-
ber 26 and 1am on Tuesday,
December 27 money was
removed from a purse that
had been left unattended in
the Antler Bar, Kinloch-
leven.

Car damaged

BETWEEN 1pm on Satur-
day, December 24 and 5am
on Tuesday, December 27 a
car was damaged while
parked in Lochaber Road,
Fort William.

Any person with knowl-
edge of these incidents is
asked to contact Fort Wil-
liam Police Station on
01397 702361 or the con-
fidential line on 01397
702000.

Members of the public
may also report any
crime/offence or anything
suspicious by phoning
Crimestoppers on 0800
555111.

Anthony Standing, Mary Kane, John Dennison and Sandy Gray at the new Jobcentre Plus in Portree.

SKYE’S newly-refurbished Jobcentre Plus centre was of-
ficially opened last week, part of a Government invest-
ment in improving services for unemployed people.

John Dennison, district manager for Highlands and is-
lands, was joined by local partners including ex-chief su-
perintendent Sandy Gray.

Mr Dennisons said: ‘I am sure customers will be im-
pressed with the new Portree office and the facilities avail-
able to them.

‘Jobcentre Plus is not just about a new office, it’s about
helping people move away from welfare and into a job,
giving them the independence that comes from work.’

New job centre for Skye

THE THIRD week of North-
ern Constabulary’s festive
safety campaign saw 12 drink
drivers caught.

In 2004, 361 people were
tested during the first three
weeks of the campaign   but
this year saw 456 drivers
tested during the same period.

Inspector John Smith, head
of the road policing section,
said: ‘We are being more
proactive in our approach this
year as the message is still not
getting through to drivers.’

‘Proactive’

approach

from police

Man rescued by

climber

A MAN was rescued by a
climber after a voice was
heard shouting for help from
a beach at Lochbroom.

At around 5pm on Sunday,
January 1 officers from
Northern Constabulary re-
ceived reports from members
of the public that a voice had
been heard shouting for help
on the outskirts of Ullapool.

When police attended they
found a young local man sit-
ting on the shore approxi-
mately 40 feet below the road
level in an inaccessible posi-
tion. He was cold and wet and
in obvious pain.

Assistance was provided by
a visiting climber who low-
ered himself to the shore to
comfort the casualty. Local
coastguard volunteers and an
ambulance  crew also at-
tended the scene.

The man was taken by
Coastguard helicopter to
Ullapool pier and then onto
Raigmore Hospital by ambu-
lance. His details are not be-
ing released by police.

Oban Times
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Fort William
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Highland councillors name priorities for new year

HIGHLAND Councillors
are to focus on four main
campaigning priorities for
2006.

The council wants to im-
prove transport, develop
communications, enhance
investment in infrastructure
and win a fairer allocation
of Government funding.

Council convener Alison
Magee said real progress
had been made on many
campaigning fronts in 2005,
most notably the decision
by NHS Highland to rein-
state round the clock con-
sultant maternity services in
Caithness and North Suth-
erland.

She said: ‘The Council
has been actively engaged
in promoting campaign pri-

orities at all levels of the
political process and been
working closely with our
partners to deliver real ben-
efits to the people of the
Highlands.

‘We can be pleased with
the progress we are making
but must maintain the mo-
mentum and react to chang-
ing circumstances.

‘The key challenges ahead
are to attract investment for
a building programme
which will lay the founda-
tion for future prosperity; to
reshape our rural economy
and persuade the Scottish
Executive of the extra fund-
ing needed to deliver essen-
tial services in such a re-
mote and sparsely popu-
lated area.’

On the transport front
councillors noted the go
ahead for the final phase of
the A830 Fort William to
Mallaig road; the go ahead
for a second phase of im-
provements to the A9 at
Helmsdale and the con-
struction of the Inverness
Airport link road.

Priorities for investment
were improvements to the
A82, A96 and the A9, par-
ticularly at Berriedale
Braes.

On the rail front council-
lors want a say in reducing
travel times on key routes
and more frequent and
cheaper air services linking
the Highlands with the rest
of Scotland, UK and Eu-
rope.

In managing waste, the
council along with Moray,
Aberdeen and Aberdeen-
shire Councils has estab-
lished the North of Scotland
Strategic Options Review
Group to consider future
arrangements for waste
management, with a busi-
ness case being submitted to
the Scottish Executive this
month.

In October 2005, the
council gave approval to fi-
nalise a second Public Pri-
vate Partnership pro-
gramme for 11 new com-
munity schools across the
Highlands.

The introduction by BT of
broadband to all
communities in the
Highlands is due to be

completed by the end of
2005. The council, together
with its partner councils in
the Highlands and Islands,
has secured £70m
investment from the
Scottish Executive to
procure broadband network
services for council
business use. This contract
will be awarded during the
summer of 2006.

In re-shaping the rural
economy, the council has
approved a five year hous-
ing development pro-
gramme funded by the
Community Ownership
Programme and Communi-
ties Scotland, which has
enabled investment in af-
fordable housing increasing
from £7 million three years

ago to £25.5 million this
year which has resulted in
275 new affordable houses
being built this year and
over 2,500 being built
across the Highlands over
the next five years.

Concerned at the delay in
some areas of the Highlands
of development due to the
lack of water and sewerage
services, councillors are
eager to maintain an active
dialogue with Scottish
Water to press for the much-
needed investment.

The council is continuing
lobbying of the Scottish
Executive to undertake a
review of the Crown Estate
in Scotland with a view to
securing greater democratic
control of the Crown Estate.

UHI research

fund boost
THE University of the
Highlands and Islands has
announced that it has se-
cured a funding package
that will enable it to develop
its research capacity over
the next four years.
The package consists of £5
million from Highlands and
Islands Enterprise, £3 mil-
lion from the Scottish Fund-
ing Council and £1.45 mil-
lion from the European Re-
gional Development Fund.
Over the last year UHI has
attracted additional research
funding from Lifescan
Scotland Ltd for a new chair
in diabetes, and from NHS
Western Isles for a joint
chair in remote and rural
medicine. Together with
contributions from UHI,
these bring the total addi-
tional funding investment to

£11.4 million. The money
will be used across the
Highlands and Islands to
fund new research staff and
equipment in a number of
priority subject disciplines,
focusing particularly on re-
search areas which will con-
tinue to attract significant
funding in the future.
UHI principal, Professor
Bob Cormack, said: ‘We are
delighted to announce this
package of funding which
will allow us to increase and
strengthen our existing re-
search capacity.
‘Our vision for the future as
UHI moves towards becom-
ing a fully-fledged univer-
sity in 2007 has a strong re-
search base at its core. The
award of this funding rec-
ognises the vital research
carried out at UHI.’
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Portree

High

School

friends to

continue

A GROUP which raised
more than £8,000 for
Portree High School has
been saved from being dis-
banded thanks to a  popular
chemistry teacher who re-
tired from the classroom at
Christmas.

The Friends of Portree
High School (FoPHS) was
set up in 2001 to reunite old
school friends and raise
funds for the school’s extra
curricular activities.

It held a successful reun-
ion weekend in 2003 but an
EGM was held in Decem-
ber with the motion to dis-
solve the association be-
cause the committee did not
have enough members to
carry out its work.

However, committee mem-
ber Campbell Grant said he
was pleased to say the asso-
ciation would continue.

Mr Grant said: ‘I am de-
lighted to say that the asso-
ciation is alive and well
with a new committee and
a new chairman just ap-
pointed.  There was a pro-
posal to disband in order to
replace it with a simpler,
looser, online organisation
but that motion was de-
feated.

‘The new chairman is Ian
George MacDonald who is
planning to build up the
association in his retire-
ment.’

Mr MacDonald, more
commonly known as ‘IG’ to
pupils and colleagues was a
former deputy head and
principal teacher of chem-
istry.

He and fellow committee
member Murdo Beaton also
plan to work on developing
a high school archive.

From January 1 the asso-
ciation has also scrapped a
membership fee.

Former chairman Murdo
Macsween had to retire for
family reasons.

Tiree singer

performs for

Edinburgh

Argyll

Association

MOD GOLD medallist
Mairi MacArthur of Tiree
was among those perform-
ing at the Edinburgh Argyll
Association Buffet Supper
Dance.

Members and friends had a
great time at the Orwell
Lodge and music for dancing
was provided by William
MacFarlane, a four-piece
band from West Lothian.

Association president
Mabel Munro Rowan wel-
comed the company in
Gaelic and English.

Past president Catriona
Douglas was also present.

A hot buffet was provided
and the dessert was a large
cake designed by Miss
Munro Rowan showing
Loch Etive and Ben Cru-
achan.

Thanks go to all who
made the evening possible
and donated raffle prizes.

The next association ceilidh
is March 4 2006 in St Mark’s
Church Hall at 7.30pm.

HIGHLANDS and Islands MSP Jim Mather has called
for Scotland to gain full powers over its economy and
immigration in order to meet the demographic challenges
the country faces.

This follows the release of new official populations pro-
jections for 2020.

The projections show that the population of Edinburgh
and the Lothians is set to rocket in the next 20 years, over-
taking the population in Glasgow and the surrounding area,

Population of west to decline as Edinburgh challenges Glasgow for top city

and is to become the most populated area in Scotland.
Forty-thousand people are expected to flood in to Edin-

burgh over the next two decades. The population of Edin-
burgh is estimated to reach 500,000 by 2024 which means
Edinburgh will close in on Glasgow’s title as Scotland’s
biggest city.

Jim Mather, also the SNP Enterprise spokesman, said:
‘These new projections underline the seriousness of the
demographic challenge facing Scotland. While we wel-

come the predicted expansion of the population in and
around Edinburgh in the medium term, the situation for
our other larger cities is on major concern.

‘Glasgow and the West of Scotland look set to be hit
particularly hard by a declining population.

‘We need to set in place a number of measures to re-
verse these projections.’

Mr Mather said that the only way Scotland will be able
to cope with economic demands of an ageing population

is to first build up the economy. By doing this, he said,
Scots will be provided with the prospects needed to stop
them leaving to find work and it will develop an effective
system of attracting people of a working age into and back
to the country.

‘We need full powers over the economy and immigra-
tion to meet the demographic challenges we face and to
implement the policies needed to reverse the trend,’ said
Mr Mather.

Drivers

warned to

take care

ARGYLL and Bute Coun-
cil is warning drivers to take
extra care when taking to
the roads over January.

It is warning people to
check the weather forecast
before hand and to travel
prepared for all conditions
in order to reduce the risk
if breaking down or having
an accident.

With this winter forecast
to be one of the coldest for
serval years, the council is
advising people to follow
these simple points:

� Ask yourself if the
journey is really necessary.

� Plan your route care-
fully and check forecasts
covering your route.

� Make sure your car is
prepared - fuel, all lights
working, windscreen water,
wiper blades working and
good tread on the tyres.

� Take a waterproof
jacket, boots, blanket, food
and a hot drink, torch and a
fully-charged mobile phone.

� If snow is likely, take a
shovel.

� Tell someone at your
destination you are on your
way and let them know of
any delays.

Finally, allow extra time
for your journey and be pa-
tient - remember it is better
arrive late than not at all.

Blue Peter presenter Konnie Huq with Tiree primary pupils.

WHILE everyone is busy
sending and receiving
Christmas cards at this time
of year, primary pupils on
Tiree have received one
very special Valentine’s
Day card.

Last month, the card,
which was addressed to
Tiree High, arrived in the
school. But instead of the
usual postie popping the
envelope through the letter
box, it was an unexpected
but familiar face that
brought the children their
card; it was popular chil-
dren’s television presenter

Tiree pupils’ get Valentine card for Christmas

Konnie Huq from BBC Tel-
evision’s popular children’s
programme Blue Peter.

Konnie had posted the
card in a post box outside
the BBC Television Centre
in London the previous day,
and, along with a film crew,
followed the envelope on its
journey to the island -
through the sorting office in
London, on a flight to Ed-
inburgh, in the post van to
Glasgow, through the Glas-
gow sorting office, in an-
other van to Glasgow Air-
port, on a flight to Tiree, and
then through Scarinish Post

Office. Finally Konnie and
the card arrived at the school
and the primary pupils were
given their special delivery.

Off-camera Konnie pre-
sented the school with its
very own Smiler Christmas
stamps which had been spe-
cially printed by the Post
office as a ‘thank you’ for
being able to come to the
school and film the pro-
gramme. The stamps come in
two parts - the PO’s own first
class Christmas stamps and
Tiree High School’s official
Christmas card which has
been reduced to stamp size.

The Christmas card was
designed by primary six
pupil Anna MacDonald and
was the winning entry of the
‘Design a Christmas Card
Competition’ carried out by
all primary pupils.

 And the pupils, who were
slightly taken aback at re-
ceiving a Valentine’s Day
card in December, were
soon informed that televi-
sion programmes  some-
times have to be recorded
well in advance and now
look forward to seeing
themselves on Blue Peter on
February 7 2006.

OBAN lifeboat has had a
busy year with some memo-
rable rescues - and a birth!

The Mora Edith
MacDonald was called out
on 59 occasions up to
Christmas day, an increase
of 34 per cent or up from 44
in 2004.

Baby Emma, who was born on Oban lifeboat, with parents Rachael Holliday and Glenn Cato and their other daughter.

Another busy year for Oban lifeboat
Of these 23 were for a ves-

sel of some sort in trouble;
18 were medical evacua-
tions from Mull (medivacs),
six for divers in trouble and
five for people in the water.

Other launches included a
vessel on fire, to recover a
body, a false alarm and ca-

noeists in trouble. The high-
light of the year was the
birth of baby Emma Cato on
the lifeboat after her
mother, Rachael Holliday,
went into labour on Mull
and the lifeboat was
launched to take her to
Oban.

But Emma decided not to
wait that long and was the
third baby to be born on one
of Oban’s lifeboats.

The others regularly keep
in touch with the lifeboat
crew and no doubt Emma
will too once she is a wee
bit older.

The most dramatic rescue
involved the yacht Classic
Wave which ran aground off
Kerrera in September.

Lifeboat coxswain Ronnie
MacKillop described it as
the most challenging rescue
since he took over as cox-
swain last June.

The yacht’s engine failed
as she was going through
the Sound of Kerrera and
she and her three crew
drifted on to rocks.

The lifeboat put a member
of its crew on board with a
pump, taking one of the
yacht crew off, but it was
not enough and before they
could abandon ship, the
yacht came off the rocks
and sank, sweeping all three
men into the water.

All three sailors were
rescued safely from the
water and yacht owner
Bob Hartley was full of
praise for the crew and the
Royal National Lifeboat
Institution.

Both events were cov-
ered by national press as
well as The Oban Times,
which gave the RNLI,
which relies entirely on
donations for its funding,
good publicity at the time.

The yacht Classic Wave got into trouble off Kerrera but Oban lifeboat rescued
all crew safely before it sank.

CalMac

continues

off-shore

plans
FERRY company Caledo-
nian MacBrayne (CalMac)
has confirmed it has
founded an off-shore man-
agement company based in
Guernsey to oversee a sub-
sidiary company employing
all its sea-going staff.

The 90-day consultation
period with staff is still go-
ing on and is due to end in

January. The ferry operator
wants to transfer sea-going
employees to a wholly-
owned company called Cal-
edonian MacBrayne Crew-
ing Ltd, while administra-
tive staff will be employed
by another subsidiary called
Caledonian MacBrayne HR
(UK) Ltd, based at Gourock
in the present offices own

by the company.
Managing director Lawrie

Sinclair wrote to staff last
week explaining that there
would be a contract be-
tween CalMac Ltd and
Clyde Marine Offshore
Ltd, which is part of the
Glasgow-based Clyde
Group, which would pro-
vide the off-shore pay-roll
services

CalMac would remain
owner and operator of the
ferries and CalMac HR
would provide onshore
personnel services on be-
half of the crewing com-
pany.

The company is proceed-
ing on the basis that all the
changes will be imple-
mented on February 1 with
the first pay to staff from
Guernsey on February 27.

Three pupils from Iona Primary School received
awards in the recent road safety calendar

competition. There was a second prize and two
were highlycommended - a wonderful result for

such a small school.

Oban Scout post

fund-raising

success

THE SCOUT post collected
over 10,500 cards from Oban
area shops and businesses,
which helped to raise £1,600
for the group.

Beavers, Cubs and Scouts
would all like to thank the
local people and businesses
who assisted them. All of the
letters were delivered on time
and funds raised will go to-
wards activities and main-
taining Oban Scout Hall.
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01397 703003

THERE is usually plenty to
find on a winter walk along
the seashore.

As well as the dead re-
mains of marine life along
the strandline, rock out-
crops and boulders below
the high water mark are usu-
ally covered in plant and
animal life such as
seaweeds, barnacles and
sponges throughout the
year. One of the most abun-
dant species is the common
mussel.

Mussels are probably the
most familiar of the bivalve
shellfish - animals with a
hinged pair of mirror-image
shells or ‘valves’ enclosing
the body. Unlike most other
bivalves, which burrow in
sand or mud, common mus-
sels are easily found alive
at all times of year because
of their habit of attaching
themselves to rocks and
stones.

The way that mussels do
this is quite remarkable. The
common mussel has a
fleshy foot which can be
protruded from the shell. A
special gland on the foot
produces a sticky fluid

which hardens in seawater
to made tough, flexible
strands called byssus
threads; these anchor the
shell to rocks, stones or peb-
bles, even to other mussels.
The nylon-like threads are
strong enough to withstand
the impact of waves on the
shore, enabling mussels to
grow on some very exposed
coasts. As well as rocky
shores you can find mussels
in muddy sealochs and shel-
tered bays, wherever there
is something firm for them
to attach to - even small
stones if they are not rolled
around by the tide.

Mussels are filter-feeders,
sucking in seawater and
sieving out tiny particles of
food. When the tide is out
or danger threatens the two
halves of the shell are
pulled tightly closed. This
gives some measure of pro-
tection, but mussels are still
eaten by a wide range of
predators.  A variety of in-
genious methods are used
by different species to get
inside the shells. Oyster-
catchers use their chisel-
like beaks to hammer their

way in, whilst herring gulls
use gravity - dropping mus-
sels from a height onto a
hard surface to break them
open. The dog whelk drills
a hole into the shell,
whereas the starfish uses
patience - wrapping its arms
around the mussel and pull-
ing the valves apart with its
suckered tube-feet.

Here are the answers to
last week’s Hogmanay
questions:

1. Shrews, moles and
hedgehogs are all insecti-
vores.

2. Willow, wood, sedge
and grasshopper are all
types of warblers.

3. Land slugs have two
pairs of tentacles.

4. ‘Upwing flies’ is an-
other name for mayflies.

5. ‘Ringtail’ is the name
given to female and imma-
ture stages of the hen harrier.

6. The main function of
eyespots on the wings of
butterflies and moths seems
to be to detract predators
from the more vulnerable
parts of the insect (the head
and body).
Highland Darter

Nature Times
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Those Were The Days
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For

 people

who

really

care

 about

their
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Sponsored by

Wallace Optometrists

Left to right: Howard Kerr Calor managing director, Laura MacKenzie and Jane Rennie from Gigha and
Communities Minister Malcolm Chisholm.

Frank MacDonald collected the commendation from Calor’s Howard Kerr on
behalf of the Skye and Lochalsh Community Toolkit website.

Raasay’s Jill and David Westgarth collected the commendation for the island’s
website.

THE GROUND-breaking
community wind farm on
the Isle of Gigha has
scooped a hat-trick of
awards.

The wind-farm, the only
community-owned grid-
connected farm in the UK,
lifted the Scottish Green
Energy Award for the best
community initiative and
was highly commended in
two categories of the Calor
Scottish Community of the
Year Awards.

The three turbines,
dubbed the dancing ladies
by islanders, were switched
on almost a year ago by
children from Gigha Pri-
mary School.

The islanders are on tar-
get to reach their
£1,590,000 target for the
year, which would net them
a profit of £60,000 after ex-
penses and loan repay-

Gigha Renewable Energy chairman Andy Clements, centre, receives Gigha’s Scottish Green Energy Awards best community
initiative prize from guest speaker and television presenter Dick Strawbridge, left, and Scottish Power’s head of renewables Andrew

Jamieson.

Awards hat-trick for

Gigha wind farm
ments. Andy Clements,
chairman of Gigha Renew-
able Energy, which was set
up to build and manage the
wind farm, said: ‘We are de-
lighted with the way [the
wind farm] has worked out.

‘There have been no ma-
jor faults.

‘Our wind farm has gen-
erally run itself and made us
a profit which we are plough-
ing back into vital projects
such as refurbished housing
for our community.’

The wind farm did survive
one natural disaster, when
one of the turbines was
struck by lightning just a
month into the project.

Gigha is now self-suffi-
cient in energy and sells all
the electricity to the renew-
able energy company Green
Energy UK. The island is
able to export 25 per cent
to the National Grid.

The islanders’ efforts in
establishing the wind farm
clearly impressed the
judges of both awards.

Along with the Westray
Development Trust in Ork-
ney, Gigha was the joint
winner of the best commu-
nity initiative in the Scottish
Green Energy Awards,
while, in the Calor Scottish
Community of the Year, the
island was highly com-
mended in the environment
and community life catego-
ries.

Hamish Husband, Calor
Scottish Community of the
Year manager, said: ‘The
Isle of Gigha has once again
proved that it is a forward
thinking and courageous
community.

‘The Dancing Ladies are
a great example of the re-
silience and can-do ap-
proach of its residents.

‘Remarkably, the three
aptly-named windmills
Faith, Hope and Charity not
only harness sustainable
and abundantly available
energy, providing over 125
per cent of the island’s elec-
tricity requirements, but
they also generate an in-
come for the community
and social regeneration.

‘As previous finalists in
the awards, the Isle of
Gigha is a very worthy re-
cipient of the highly
commended awards.’

THREE community groups
from the west coast made a
big impression at the Calor
Scottish Community of the
Year Awards in Edinburgh.

The Skye and Lochalsh
Community Toolkit and the
Raasay websites were both
commended as was Gigha
Heritage Trust for its wind
farm.

The Skye and Lochalsh
website which offers advice
and information for com-
munity groups in the area
was launched two-and-a-
half years ago.

Michelle Seviour of Skye
and Lochalsh Council for
Voluntary Organisations
(SLCVO) said the website
had proved extremely popu-
lar nationally and there
were plans to have it syndi-
cated in the near future as
the funding for the website

ends in April 2006.
Michelle said all the groups
in the area had set out what
they wanted to see on the
website from the outset.

The news that the Raasay
website was also
commended was warmly
welcomed by Roland Stiven
of the Raasay Community
Association (RCA) as it was
only launched in March.

He said: ‘It was an open
group behind the website
which is very simple as it
offers resources for the
community and visitors.
We had a website designer
put down the framework
and we worked from that.
About three or four people
work on that but we would
like up to a dozen people to
become involved.’

The competition judge Dr
Douglas Cruickshank said

www.raasay.com was a
‘valuable tool in success-
fully promoting the area and
knowledge sharing between
residents’.

With a new £7million
ferry terminal to be built
at Sconser, the success of
the island’s website and
the fundraising for a vil-
lage hall nearly complete,
Raasay appears to be go-
ing from strength to
strength.

Gigha Heritage Trust was
highly commended in the
environment and commu-
nity life categories of the
awards for their wind farm
which was opened nearly a
year ago.

Gigha is now self suffi-
cient in energy and sells all
the electricity to the renew-
able energy company Green
Energy UK.

West coast projects

impress judges

Scalpay
Your correspondent is
D Morrison:
01859
540217

‘Oldies’ say

thanks

The ‘oldies’ were remem-
bered at Christmas time
when members of the
League of Friends arrived at
homes of elderly residents
with Christmas gifts.

Indeed this was very
thoughtful of the league on
Scalpay.

On behalf of the ‘oldies’,
I would like to thank the
League of Friends as a
whole.

Fish van

THE FISH van arrived just
in time for Christmas.

The salesman of the van
remarked he would not re-
turn until after the New
Year.

Break in

weather

PRIOR to Christmas local
boats had been able to ful-
fil their outings during short
periods of calm weather.

New Year

wish

THE SCALPAY corre-
spondent wishes to pass on
a New Year greeting to is-
landers and to all readers.

Killin
Your correspondent
is: Judy Forster
01567 820298

Killin Floral

Awards 2005

Hanging Baskets
Winner - 7 Ballechroisk
Highly Commended - 3 Dochart
Road ;12 Ballechroisk.
Window Boxes
Wall Containers - Hay Racks
Winner - Rowanbank, Dochart
Road.
Highly Commended - Church
Cottage, Main Road; 6 Dochart
Road; Dalerb, Craignavie Road.
Tubs/Containers
Winner - Top floor Flat, Dread-
nought Place.
Highly Commended - 2
Ballechroisk; 3 Dochart Road.
Overall Display in Containers
Winner - Top Floor Flat, Dread-
nought Place.
Highly Commended - 12
Ballechroisk; 3 Dochart Road.
Garden with summer colour
Winner - 3 Pier Road.
Highly Commended - 6 Dochart
Road; Rowanbank, Dochart
Road.
Commercial Winners
Accommodation provider - 1
Maragowan Caravan Park; 2 Dall
Lodge House; 3 Invertay House.
Restaurants and Retail
1 Shutters Restaurant; 2 Killin
Gallery; 3 Capercaillie Restau-
rant.

Killin

Community

Council

Road Matters
MAIN Street in Killin is due for
resurfacing when new yellow
lines will be put in place.  Ex-
tensive repairs to be carried out
on the Lochay Bridge. BEAR
have put a non-skid surface
south of Lix Toll and will look
at blind spots on Glenogle.

A rapid response unit en route
to Killin was not allowed
through Glen Ogle due to road
closure and had to make a de-
tour through Crieff.  Forth Val-
ley Health Board is backing
Stirling Council in querying the
length of time roads are closed
due to accidents.
Planning
NO objections were raised to
an application from Auchlyn
Farm for the erection of a new
shed.
Ambulance matters
Traffic has been held up fol-
lowing an accident on Glen
Ogle when both ambulances
and paramedics were in
Callendar. Meetings with the
health service are on-going.

A lot of unanswered ques-
tions remained about GP
services but there were no
GPs present at the meeeting.
Refuse Bins
COMPLAINTS were made
about refuse bins being col-
lected only fortnightly espe-
cially during hot weather and
not being returned to where
they were picked up or left on
the wrong side of the road
blocking driveways.  Council-
lor Finch suggested a letter be
sent from the community coun-
cil to Stirling council.
Car Park
OWNERSHIP of the ground
opposite Stitt’s yard would be
established with a view to mak-
ing a car park and bus rounda-
bout at a cost of £10,000 to
clear the site and around
£70,000 to 100,000 to build.
This would tidy up the area and
encourage tourists to use the
bottom end of the village.
New Trust
IT WAS agreed that the setting
up of a Killin and Ardeonaig
Trust be considered in order to
take projects forward more eas-
ily.
Speed limit of 20mph
THE POLICE had objected to
the proposed length of a 20
mph limit.  The new limit from
the Bank of Scotland to
Craigbuie was unanimously
agreed, together with flashing
lights at school crossing times.
National park partnership
FIONA Kennedy and and Allan
Clarke were appointed as com-
munity representatives for the
Breadalbane area.

Gaelic in

the sun

A SKYE-based Gaelic tutor
swapped the wet and windy
West Highland weather for
sunshine and warm beaches
when she agreed to teach
the language in San Diego,
California.

Dr Margaret MacKinnon,
who has taught at the Gaelic
and cultural college Sabhal
Mor Ostaig, Skye, is a well-
known adjudicator at Mods
throughout this country and
in the United States.

She was invited to San Di-
ego by House of Scotland,
an organisation which spon-
sors the learning of Gaelic
language in America.

Dr MacKinnon led a
Gaelic Immersion Weekend
with learners coming from
up to 300 miles away to join
the group.

During her stay in
America she attended the
Ventura Highland Games
where she held three suc-
cessful Gaelic language ses-
sions with more than 100
people attending.

Big chill

freezes the

West

Highlands

THERE was drama on
land, sea and air to mark
the end of 1990 as bliz-
zards swept through the
Highlands.

Rescue services battled to
get a young mother from
the Isle of Rhum to hospi-
tal after she severed a main
vein in her arm in a Satur-
day night accident.

The community of Glen
Etive - population 14 - was
cut off by snow for three
days.

And the prospects of a
Highland Hogmanay faded
for many would-be holiday
makers as the snow gates
went up at Glencoe and
closures hit other routes
too.

After a three-day closure
caused by snow, the gates
opened at 3pm on New

Year’s Eve. But just 24
hours later they were closed
again when a massive New
Year ’s Day landslide
blocked the road.

Helicopters from RAF
Lossiemouth and from Stor-
noway struggled to meet in-
jured Mrs Rosemary Neil
on Rhum but were forced to
turn back as snow storms
blanked visibility.

She cut her arm at
10.30pm and it wasn’t until
3.45am on Sunday morning
that help managed to reach
the island in the form of the
Mallaig lifeboat.

After a successful cross-
ing to Mallaig, Mrs Neil
was transported by road to
Fort William’s Belford Hos-
pital where she responded
well the emergency treat-
ment.

Police had called snow
ploughs out to clear a route
between Mallaig and Fort
William.

Mrs Neil cut her arm after
fetching coal from outside.
She had leant against the
glass of a window in the

kitchen that, due to the cold
night, had been made brit-
tle. The glass fractured and
her arm went through the
window.

Car park or

dump?

OBAN traders say that the
state of Lochavullin Car
Park is hitting their busi-
ness.

The car park, used as a site
for travelling people, is
thought to be the town’s
worst eyesore.

The number of exhibitors
and buyers who use the
town’s mart run by United
Auction is now likely to fall
after problems came to a
head during one of the big-
gest sales last year.

The main cause for com-
plaint is that it has been dif-
ficult for users of the mart
to park both livestock trans-
port vehicles and private
cars because of all the ille-
gally parked caravans.

Mr Wallace, manager at
the mart, said: ‘We have

been telling customers for
over a year now that the
situation regarding park-
ing should change for the
better as soon as the site
for travelling people at
Connel is approved.

‘Customers of the mart
are as entitled as anybody
else to use the car park but
can’t and therefore are
having to park in the
streets and are getting
tickets doing so.

‘It’s got to the stage that
a few of the buyers and
sellers said although they
realised it wasn’t our fault
they would not be back in
Oban because of all the
hassle.’

A spokesman for the
newly formed Oban Pride
committee said: ‘The is-
sue goes much deeper
than simply that of park-
ing facilities for the mart.

‘Lochavullin Car Park is
a mess which I am sure
everyone in the town
would want to see cleaned
up and it is one of the is-
sues which we will be
looking at very closely.’
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Your letters

THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 words in

length for publication on this page. The editor also reserves

the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print them.

Names and postal addresses must be supplied, including on

e-mails, to indicate good faith. A daytime telephone number

is also required for verification. Anonymous letters or those

supplied without a contact telephone number will not be

printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The Oban Times,

PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5PY. Fax (01631) 568001. E-

mail editor@obantimes.co.uk.

A VIEW FROM

THE TOWER

By McCAIG

DE THA DOL?

GLASGOW LETTER

WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all
our reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that,
on occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of
producing the biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors
in print. If you find an error of fact on our pages please write to
The Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34
5PY giving your day-time telephone number where possible.
This statement of policy will appear on this page every week
along with any corrections or clarifications.

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’
Commission’s Code of Conduct.

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily
those of this newspaper.

press policy
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Not all fair on

Fair Isle ‘Wars and

rumours of

wars’...

FROM the euphoria of the
festive season to the rude
reality of 2006 and what it
may hold for us and the rest
of the world.

The prayers for peace
have fallen largely on deaf
ears for such are an anath-
ema to the terrorist who
does not believe in any of
the finer humanities of life,
only whatever dogma he or
she feels compelled to force
upon the rest of us.

The United Nations has
not shown any reduction in
the number of conflicts
around the world.

Veritably, the old lady
from Ballachulish who said
nearly a century ago: ‘there
will be wars and rumours of
wars until the end of time’
had got it spot on.

I’ve often wondered what
Prime Minister, Tony Blair,
makes of the words of the
Bible as he sits in church on
Sundays, especially those
about beating spears to
pruning hooks and learning
war no more. Of course, he
will retort that ‘just wars’
are exempt. If the war in
Iraq to which he committed
us more than three years ago
is a ‘just war’ what on earth
is an unjust one?

Both he and his pal in the
White House, realising that
they now need an exit strat-
egy scapegoat before the
casualties become even
greater, have, as usual,
plumped for the secret serv-
ice who gave them ‘duff’
advice.

 Until now they didn’t
have such a piece of for-
ward planning.

Why? Because they be-
lieved that they had all the
aces in their hands and
would within a very short
time create a ‘puppet’ state
in the Middle East to con-
trol the oil supplies.

What happens now?
Troops have to be with-

drawn in ever greater num-
bers and the so-called
democratic government is
left to get on with massive
redevelopment of war-rav-
aged Iraq.

Naturally, companies win-
ning contracts to repair the
damage done by an unnec-
essary and illegal war will
all go to American corpora-
tions while the Brits scrab-
ble for the crumbs that are
left.

No smoking

IF you still smoke ciga-
rettes, cigars or a pipe any-
where but in your own
home after March 26 you
will be breaking the law and
will be fined for so doing.

Naturally, if you do enjoy
the odd puff - as I did in
years gone by - you’re not
going to be too happy that
‘Big Brother’ has stepped in
to curtail your pleasure, as
you see it.

The trouble is that it has
now been proved beyond
reasonable doubt that to-
bacco and the tars that it
produces, when smoked,
does cause cancer and the
fug from your fag does
harm those who inhale it
passively.

I’m totally convinced of
the arguments for the ban
on smoking in any public
place.

Recently, when I asked
former Connel GP Dr Mac
Armstrong, who retired as
Scotland’s Chief Medical

Officer six months ago,
what he considered to be his
greatest achievement while
in post. ‘Undoubtedly’, he
said, ‘the ban on smoking in
public places as it will save
lives.’

No alcohol

sponsorship

BUT, beware the MSP who
pioneered the ‘no smoking’
legislation before it became
official Scottish Executive
policy.

Stewart Maxwell, a little
known SNP backbencher,
now has another target but
one on which I feel sure he
will fail: he wants to ban all
alcohol sponsorship for
sports events. He appears to
believe that if this were to
be done, Scotland’s overin-
dulgence in ‘the bevy’
would be wiped out at a
stroke.

Mr Maxwell hasn’t
thought his proposal
through.

It is universally accepted
that smoking tobacco prod-
ucts has potentially fatal
consequences. The moder-
ate consumption of alcohol
does not. There is no evi-
dence that the withdrawal of
alcohol sponsorship would
greatly reduce the intake of
those who binge drink. But,
numerous sports organisa-
tions would find themselves
with major financial prob-
lems if drink sponsorship
were abolished.

However, I would support
a ban on all alcohol adver-
tising on any form of cloth-
ing worn by anyone under
18.

No sex for gay

priests

AND, now we come to: ‘No
sex’.

As usual, the Anglican
Church has got itself into an
absurd situation.

It will permit its gay
clergy to enter into Civil
Partnerships, continue to
live together, but not have
sex.

I await the appointment of
bishops’ bobbies to police
such unions.

More public

holidays

THE debate about whether
Scotland is ready to have a
public holiday on St
Andrew’s Day gets ever-
more ludicrous.

Unable to defend the fact
that MSPs, their staffs and
parliamentary civil servants
already have the aforesaid
holiday, the First Minister
has passed the buck to
COSLA, the local govern-
ment organisation.

But, if they recommend it
become a public holiday,
they have to decide which
of the existing ones we are
to forego.

Those of us who don’t
want to forego any but want
an extra one can point to the
fact that there appears to be
no problem about extra pub-
lic holidays when Christ-
mas Day and New Year’s
Day fall on a Sunday.

Let’s stop all this buck-
passing, declare the Mon-
day or Friday nearest to St
Andrew’s Day a public holi-
day, and celebrate it in
style!

Happy New

Year!

A Happy New Year to all
our readers and I hope that
the year 2006 is a success-
ful one for you.

As I intimated last week I
spent the New Year in Skye
and, as usual, was able to
experience a few seasons as
far as the weather was con-
cerned.

However, it was not the
usual pattern.

Normally one would ex-
pect the weather to deterio-
rate the further north and
west one travelled but not
so this year.

We left Glasgow covered
in low cloud with freezing
temperatures but once we
reached Loch Lomond blue
skies, still with sub zero
temperatures, were the or-
der of the day.  It does not
seem to matter how often
one travels on this road as
the scenery seems to be dif-
ferent, and more spectacu-
lar, each time.  The frozen
lochs on the Rannoch Moor
glistening because they
were heavily frosted is a
memory which will remain
for a long time.

It was one of those occa-
sions when you knew it was
a photographic opportunity
but chose not to stop as you
had a distant destination to
reach.

What lies ahead

Last week I tried to look
back and I thought that this
week I would look forward
to the year 2006.

A major highlight of 2005
was the Flower of the West
Concert produced by An
Lochran and I feel that they
have a major role to play in
what lies ahead and I look
to their recently published
Gaelic Arts Strategy 2006-
2009 to lead the way.
Surely what we have
needed is a body to play a
coordinating role and now
we have the organisation,
with a plan, to do just that.

An Lochran has built up
healthy connections with a
variety of agencies, includ-
ing Glasgow City Council,
and this can only be to the
benefit of the development
of all aspects of our culture
within multicultural Scot-
land.

One in six of all Gaelic
speakers lives in the Greater
Glasgow area.  About half
of them are under 44 years
of age; quite a different de-
mographic pattern to other
Gaelic speaking areas and
we must build on this.

An Lochran hope to estab-
lish a cultural centre and
with the proposed six year

Gaelic Secondary School
and into the Gaelic Lan-
guage Act 2005 the timing
could not be better.

When you add in the
number of youngsters
studying music and drama
one cannot help but be ex-
cited.

However An Lochran can-
not do it on their own.

They need the help of all
of us, whether as organisa-
tions or individuals, if their
strategy is to be a success.

Let’s make sure it is and
then we will be ready for
2007 which is the Year of
Highland Culture with
Gaelic as one of the bind-
ing themes.

Congratulations

I am sure you will all wish
to join me in extending our
congratulations to Karen
Matheson who was hon-
oured in the recent New
Year’s list.

This was well deserved
recognition of many years
work taking our music to
audiences throughout the
world.

Best Wishes

Lewis accident

Last week’s edition of The
Oban Times described a se-
rious car accident on the
Isle of Lewis on Boxing
Day.

At that time only two of
the three persons involved
were named and I am sure
you will be shocked to learn
that the third person was
Mina Smith.

Mina has been at the hub
of a variety of Gaelic activi-
ties over many years and is
well loved and respected by
all privileged to know her.

She is currently in the
Western Infirmary and our
thoughts are very much
with her, her husband
Donnie and the family at
this time.

Dates for the

Diary

Saturday January 7.
Stirling Branch of An
Comunn Gaidhealach cei-
lidh.  Lesser Albert Hall,
Stirling at 7.30 pm.
Friday January 13.
Comunn An Taobh an Lar
Highland Ball, Milngavie
Town Hall, 7 for 7.30 pm.
Tickets must be purchased
by January 6 2006 (0141
956 5765).
Saturday January 14.
Glasgow Skye Association
New Year Family Ceilidh,
Partick Burgh Hall at 7.30
pm.  Paisley Highlander’s
Association Ceilidh,
Elderslie Village Hall,
Glenpatrick Road, Elderslie
at 7.30 pm.

Aig toiseach na bliadhna
2006, ma tha, tha sinn a’ cur
fàilte air Mata Mac Ìomhair
mar an cathraiche ùr aig
Bòrd na Gàidhlig.

Tha sinn cuideachd a’
fàgail slàn aig Donnchadh
Fearghasdan  a tha a’ leigeil
dheth na dreuchd às dèidh
trì bliadhna soirbheachail
mar chathraiche agus às
dèidh Achd na Gàidhlig a’
stiùireadh gu dicheallach
tro Phàrlamaid na h-Alba le
taic bho bhuill a’ Bhùird
agus bho na h-oifigich.  Tha
e a-nis an urra ri Mata
MacÌomhair, leis an aon
taic, dèanamh cinnteach
gun tèid an Achd a cur an
gnìomh, rud nach bi furasta.
Ach leis an spionnadh a tha
e air  a’ nochdadh na
dhreuchd lathail mar
Cheannard Comhairle
Choitcheann an Teagaisg
chan eagail dha.  Rud eile a
thug misneachd dhomh ‘s e
cho comasach is a bha gach
fear agus tè  aig an robh
ùidh anns an obair.
Bhithinn air a bhith toilichte
le neach sam bith aca.

Bhon a chaidh Gaelic
Orthographical Conven-
tions 2005, no GOC ùr, a
chur air bhog gu h-oifigeil
air an t-seachdainn seo
chaidh, le taic bhon mhòr-
chuid, ach le beagan

leibideis an-siud ‘s an seo
mar is dual, mu litreachadh
leithid coiridh no bhodca,
thug e gum chuimhne am
freagairt geur a thug Jake
MacDhomhnaill còir nach
maireann do dh’ fhear
bragail ann an Rùm Luchd
Obrach Chnoc Iordan
iomadach bliadhn’ air ais.
Bha am fear seo a’ magadh
air a’ Ghàidhlig agus ag
ràdh gu robh torr fhaclan
Beurla gan cleachdadh.
“Cluinnidh tu blah,blah,
blah banana, blah , blah ba-
nana.  A bheil facal Gàidhlig
idir ann airson banana?”  “A
uill,” arsa Jake gu socair, “
a bheil facal Beurla ann
airson banana?”

Mo bheannachd air!
Bha Boyd Robasdan ag

innse dhomh gu bheil
lethbhreac pòcaid air
fhoillseachadh de GhOC ùr,
a bha e fhèin gu mòr na lùib,
“air eagal” ars esan, “ nuair
a bhios tu anns a’ pholl
mhònadh gum bi thu a’ lorg
facal àraid.” Mo
bheannachd airsan a’
bharrachd!
PHRASES:
Tha sinn a’ cur fàilte air
Mata MacÌomhair - We
welcome Matthew MacIver.

Tha sinn a’ fàgail slàn aig
Donnchadh Fearghasdan -
we bid farewell to Duncan

Ferguson.
Às dèidh trì bliadhna

soirbheachail mar
chathraiche - after three
successful years as chair-
man.

Le taic bho bhuill a’
Bhùird agus na h-oifigich -
supported by the Board
members and officers.

Tha e a-nis an urra ri Mata
MacÌomhair - it is now Mat-
thew MacIver’s responsibil-
ity.

Dèanamh cinnteach gun
tèid an Achd a cur an
gnìomh - make sure that the
Act is implemented.

Ceannard Comhairle
Choitcheann an Teagaisg -
Chief Executive of The
General Teaching Council.

A chur air bhog gu h-
oifigeil - launched officially

Ach le beagan leibideis
mar is dual - but with a bit
of the usual nastiness.

A bheil facal Gàidhlig idir
ann airson banana? - is there
no Gaelic word for banana?

Mo bheannachd air! -
Good on you!

Lethbhreac pòcaid air
fhoillseachadh de GhOC ùr
- a pocket edition of the new
GOC published.

Gum bi thu a’ lorg facal
àraid - that you are looking
for a certain/special word.
Criosaidh Dick

Panto’s aplenty

There has been much hiss-
ing and booing in the island
over the last two weeks,
when the local school pupils
strutted their stuff in a vari-
ety of pantomimes.

First off was Islay High
School whose production of
Cinderella played to full
houses over two nights.

This was a colourful and
cheerful presentation full of
convincing performances
and enhanced by delightful
inter-act singing from Julia
McLellan, and Ashley
Hyslop.

Cinderella was charming,
the prince charmed all and
Prissy and Cissy, the ugly
sisters, hammed it up beau-
tifully to great comic effect.

There were plenty of op-
portunities for audience par-
ticipation, the prince got his
girl and the audience its
money’s worth.

Bowmore Primary
School’s Snow White and
the seven dwarves was a
fast-paced presentation
played to capacity crowds
in the village hall.

This was a rumbustious
production thanks to the
pupils playing their parts
with great gusto and few
inhibitions.

The dwarves march to
Amarillo must have en-
hanced Tony Christie’s res-
urrected career, and all
loved the Flowers and This-
tles courtesy of the Primary
one and two pupils.

The skeletons and zom-
bies were really scary as
were the ineffectual hit-men
Grant and Phil Mitchell
(Eastenders) with their hint
of comic menace.

There were many plaudits
for Port Ellen Primary
School who ‘Hoodwinked’
their large audience with
their version of the Robin
Hood tale.

Robin and Maid Marian
had a merciless enemy in
the Sheriff of Nottingham,
but as in all good panto-
mimes love and right pre-
vailed.

A highly comical show
with the music and dancing
adding to the overall enjoy-
ment.

Also adding to the fun
were the multi sized friars,
colourful clowns and a
rousing finale featuring
Weltering Home.

Port Charlotte Primary
School has an established
reputation for its panto of-
fering and this year’s ver-
sion of Scrooge did not dis-
appoint.

ISLAY LETTER

Alice Hathaway in the
name part excelled and the
ghosts were witty harbin-
gers of doom.

This was a lively perform-
ance, laced with music and
dancing, and enjoyed as
much by the participants as
it was by the supportive au-
dience.

The schools have to be
congratulated on their per-
formances and can now re-
lax as ‘it is all behind you!’.

Idea’s Dinner

I joined with other senior
citizens from throughout
the island for the IDEA’s
Christmas dinner at the
group’s premises in
Bowmore.

This was a happy occasion
with lots of seasonal fare
and toe-tapping entertain-
ment.

Carols were sung, refresh-
ments were taken and all
enjoyed recitations from
Moira Leitch and violin se-
lections from island new-

comer Stella Block.
In sparkling form with

their seasonal action songs
were the enchanting chil-
dren from the Bowmore
nursery.

In equally sparkling mood
was Islay and Tiree accor-
dionist Murray Omand, who
was accompanied on key-
board by local musician
James MacTaggart.

The management, staff
and volunteers were wel-
coming and caring and all
were in agreement that this
was a splendid way to spend
a Monday afternoon.

Greetings

May I wish all who read
these jottings a very happy
New Year and every bless-
ing in the days that lie
ahead.

My thanks also to the
editor and the staff of The
Oban Times for their en-
couragement and support.

Slainte Mhath!

Isle of Mull

parking

charges

Sir
As a former-resident of
Tobermory on the Isle of
Mull I am familiar with the
problems of parking, both
along Main Street and at the
Ledaig carpark, during the
height of the tourist season.

Unfortunately Argyll and
Bute Council’s proposed
plan to introduce a blanket
year-round car-parking
charge only demonstrates
their inability to ‘think out-
side of the box’.

The worst affected period
of congestion is during the
summer months and so
clearly a charge operating
from, say, Easter to the end
of September would be
more appropriate.

Similarly, if the car-park-
ing charge is intended to
reduce congestion and im-
prove access for residents
then why not issue a ‘Free
Parking’ badge upon pro-
duction of the vehicle’s V5
document showing its ad-
dress as being on Mull?
Gary Sutherland
The Old Primary School
Carradale, Kintyre

Oban

wedding

Sir
We recently got married and
honeymooned in your beau-

tiful town of Oban and we
would like to extend our
thanks to the people who
were involved.

Everybody we dealt with
were very friendly and will-
ing to help us in anyway
possible.

Thank you to the lovely
lady registrars who gave us
a beautiful ceremony and
also provided us with sev-
eral alternatives for flowers
and hairdressers, Petals flo-
rist provided beautiful flow-
ers exactly as I described on
the telephone and the own-
ers and staff of the Barn res-
taurant in Cologin where we
were staying and also held
our wedding breakfast were
superb.

We hope that it will not be
to long before we visit
again, perhaps for our first
anniversary.
Mr and Mrs Alan Jobson
(Nee Oliver),
75 Union Street, Blyth
Northumberland

Sir
Don Hunter was a radio op-
erator in the merchant navy
in World War Two.  He or-
ganised the first ever me-
morial to the merchant navy
in Arromanches, Nor-
mandy, in 2003.

Now Don is planning a
permanent merchant navy
memorial overlooking Do-
ver harbour.

Merchant

Navy

memorial

Don, who runs the Kent
branch of the Merchant
Navy Association, was re-
cently honoured by the
French government for his
services.
Anyone wishing to make a
donation should contact
Tim Brant,
Dover and District Mer-
chant Navy Memorial
Trust, 9 Saxon Way,
Caistor, Market Rasen,
Lincolnshire, LN7  6SG.

Adults learn

languages

quicker

Sir
It has long been accepted
that children learn lan-
guages quicker than adults;
they being younger; more
open to new things; better
memory and so on.

Like many other long held
unquestioned beliefs, it sim-
ply isn’t true. Indeed,
widely accepted flawed re-
search has failed to make
necessary comparisons ap-
ropos the ways in which
adults and children learn a
language.

Consider, that in current
language learning method-
ologies adults have to en-
dure reading, writing, gram-
mar and most damaging of
all, in minority language
learning situations, transla-
tion.  Children on the other
hand, learning a language
have none of these tiresome
tasks to contend with.

To go further, in using

reading, writing, grammar
and translation, adults are
required to use little more
than their memory skills,
whereas children can call
upon 12 or more skills; es-
pecially if they are learning
through play or in the home
environment.

In my own experience of
some 20 years of involve-
ment with language learn-
ing for both adults and chil-
dren, I can state quite cat-
egorically, that adults learn
Gaelic at least twice as
quickly as children; it may
be difficult with other lan-
guages, but I strongly sus-
pect not.

Moreover, in delivering
Total Immersion Plus meth-
odologies for which I am
very familiar, an adult can
learn to speak Gaelic to a
conversational level, in 200
hours or less and without
any reading, writing, gram-
mar or translation.

The overwhelming reason
why adults today do not
seem to learn as quickly as
children, is because a con-
ducive learning environ-
ment as is created for chil-
dren, quite simply does not
exist for adults.

More and more we see that
given the right combination
of environment, methodol-
ogy and tutor, and any adult
can learn to speak Gaelic
quickly, easily and without
the customary learning stress.

Accordingly if you would
like to join one of our super
fast Gaelic language learn-
ing courses, either as a tu-
tor or student, then just call

us on 0141 226 5222 or
01463 225469.

I promise you a stimulat-
ing and informative experi-
ence added to which, you
will acquire Gaelic, one of
Scotland’s most enduring
cultural legacies; what more
could you ask for?
Finlay M Macleoid
Comhairle nan Sgoiltean
Araich

Tourists v

windfarms

Sir,
How pleasing to hear that
the producer of Monarch of
The Glen and Mrs Brown
state loudly that windfarms
and pylons are a serious
threat to the £4billion Scot-
tish Tourist Industry.

And even more pleasing
that Patricia Ferguson, the
Tourism Minister was there
to see the presentation to
Douglas Rae the Visit Scot-
land Silver Thistle Award.
Maybe he will have her ear,
as it is clear the Scottish Ex-
ecutive aren’t listening to
those of us across Scotland
on the subject.

Visitors are drawn here by
the wilderness and rugged
beauty of our unique land-
scape. In planning we have
228 windfarms of 400 feet
high on the top of hills
interlinked by massive py-
lons interrupting Scotland’s
unparalleled vistas.

This is not why people
come to spend their money
in our dear country.

Are you listening in
Holyrood?
Angus MacDonald
Scottish Wind Assessment
Project (SWAP) Pitlochry

Achaleven Primary School, Connel 1952/1953

 This photograph  of Achaleven Primary School in the early 1950s was submitted by Mrs Ina Dempster of 39 Lochjnell Road,
Dunbeg. We would like readers to send in ‘Flashback’ photographs. Please send prints to The Oban Times, ‘Flashback’ Photo, PO
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Prints must be accompanied by a caption, name and address, stamped addressed envelope and

telephone number. Each month a photo will win £10.

A YEAR after the National Trust for Scotland announced
that it was actively seeking new tenants for two homes on
the Trust’s remote island of Fair Isle, only four families
are still in the running.

After a hectic festive period, many mainlanders may con-
sider the prospect of life far from the maddening crowd
an idyllic offering, a Utopia - be it all in the cold, wind-
swept North Atlantic.

Fair Isle, a five kilometre long by three kilometre wide
geographic dot bobbing between Orkney and Shetland is
already home to 70 souls. Best known for its knitting,
birdlife and shipwrecks, the island nurtures all the tough
challenges associated with isolated rural existence -  cer-
tainly not for the wide-eyed and idealistic. From 94 original
applicants, including 70 from America, a reality check and
the wise inclusion by the Trust of the need for a business
plan has seen the throng whittled down to four families.

Small island communities require volumes of character
and commitment, two commodities in short supply in our
modern world.
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ARGYLL and Bute Coun-
cil’s first Excellence
Awards was a night of cel-
ebrations for community
groups and projects across
the west coast.

But it was undoubtedly
Port Ellen Primary School’s
night; the school picked up
three of the six awards in-
cluding the Leading Rural
Area Overall award for the
school’s eco-group, Bril-
liant Beginnings.

The group, which re-
ceived the Eco Schools
Green Flag award earlier
this year, was formed by
pupils, parents, school staff
and community members
with the intention of im-
proving the school grounds,
but began looking into other
ways to make the school
healthier and environmen-
tally friendly. Brilliant Be-
ginnings also picked up the
award for Advancing Com-
munity Wellbeing which
was sponsored by Clydes-
dale Bank plc.

Port Ellen primary’s other
success story was its tablet
project, which picked up the
BT Scotland-sponsored In-
novative Use of Technol-
ogy award. The project in-
volves Port Ellen pupils  in-
vestigating the use of PC
tablet laptops; computers
which have screens that can
be written and drawn on di-
rectly and have internet
connections. The particular
focus of the project was on
how this technology can
help learning and teaching.

The project was funded
and supported by Argyll and
Bute’s quality improvement
officer for ICT, John
McPhee.

Delighted
‘I’m highly delighted the

project has won the award,’
said John. ‘It was no sur-
prise because of the quality
of work put in by the head
teacher and deputy head
teacher Kathleen Johnston.

‘We were guaranteed a
high level of success as
Kathleen was very confi-
dent and comfortable in un-
derstanding how ICT can be
used in the school’s curricu-
lum.’

John attended the prestig-
ious ceremony on Monday
December 12 along with
Port Ellen head teacher Vio-
let Cusworth, deputy head
and chairman of the Bril-
liant Beginnings committee
Kathleen Johnston, and
janitor and committee
member Lachlan Gairns.

Campbeltown Grammar
School has also celebrated
for its provision of school
meals through its self-serv-
ice ‘Stage Diner’ sandwich
bar, with the award for
Service Improvements and
Customer Needs which was
sponsored by Barr Limited.

Campbeltown Grammar’s
catering manager Elizabeth
McCallum, catering staff
members Christine
McNaughton and Moira
McLellan and area manager
for catering Esther
Strickland attended the
Corran Halls ceremony to
collect the award.

As well as the school can-
teen serving hot meals,
Campbeltown Grammar
pupils now have the choice
of the Stage Diner system
in the school’s assembly
hall at lunch times. There
pupils can choose from a se-

Argyll and Bute Excellence Awards

- the winners

Port Ellen Primary School on

the Isle of Islay won the

overall award for its

Brilliant Beginnings group,

judged to be Argyll and Bute

Council’s best project

lection of sandwiches, ba-
guettes and wraps from a
refrigerated display along
with cartons of soup, fruit,
milk, water and fruit juices.

The service, which has
been running for the past
three years, has been made
to run quickly and effi-
ciently with a no cash sys-
tem with pupils paying us-
ing their Young Scot cards
instead.

‘The starting point was to
move to a cashless system,
coupled with the need to
address problems of queue
congestion in the canteen,’
said the Campbeltown
Grammar rector, William
Crossan, ‘but the over-rid-
ing aim was to promote
healthier eating habits.’

Healthier options are now
available at the school, and
a new salad bar has been
added to the Stage Diner.

With the introduction of
the Stage Diner, more pu-
pils have been enjoying
school lunches. Before the
new system was estab-
lished, around 410 pupils
ate lunch in the school; this
figure now stands at over
480 pupils eating school
lunches per day, and 24-
times as many sandwiches
are being sold each day.

The scheme, which cost a
total of around £5,000, was
jointly funded by Campbel-
town Grammar School,
Fusions and the Healthy
Living Partnership. As well
as new counters and refrig-
erated vending equipment,
new tables, chairs and soft
seating were purchased, and
to provide music a new
stereo system will be in-
stalled.

‘Our next steps will be,
firstly to promote the whole
healthy eating ethos and,

secondly, to make taking a
school lunch  a more attrac-
tive option rather than go-
ing out of school,’ said
William Crossan.

‘Winning an Excellence
Award has been a great
boost for a hard-working
team and it will really en-
courage us to maintain the
drive for excellence.’

Dunoon
In the Health Improve-

ment category, which was
sponsored by NHS Argyll
and Clyde, Men’s Health
Week took the award for
their 2005 MOT Health
Checks project in Dunoon.

From June 13 to June 19
this year, events were held
up and down the country to
promote men’s health issues
with the main theme of Men
and Weight.

In Dunoon, Patricia Ren-
frew, a public health nurse
from NHS Argyll and Clyde
in partnership with Argyll
and Bute and voluntary
group Cowal Council on
Alcohol and Drugs ar-
ranged for a three health
MOT Health Checks in the
Riverside Leisure Centre.

Over the three open days,
over 130 men attended the
session were they received
free blood pressure, diet,
and fitness, along with body
mass index assessments and
other health checks from
nurses.

Three induction sessions
were held at the leisure cen-
tre’s gym, and those who
completed all three classes
were entered in a draw to
win a year’s gym member-
ship. To promote healthy
eating, fresh fruit snacks
were provided by the Co-
op, and competitions were
held  with other locally-
themed prizes such as quad

biking, windsurfing and
river rocketing.

‘We built this project on
the success of similar events
held during Men’s Health
Week 2004, when around
40 men turned up,’ ex-
plained Patricia Renfrew.

‘Next year we hope to
spread Men’s Health Week
right across Argyll and
Bute.

‘We were delighted to win
the award as recognition of
all the hard work that has
been put in.’

Scotwest Credit Union

Ltd sponsored the award for
Securing a Workforce for
the Future which was pre-
sented to Argyll and Bute’s
internal audit team after
their move to Band 1 status
from Band 4, the lowest of
the bands.

Internal auditing is an in-
dependent, objective assur-
ance and consulting activ-
ity designed to add value to
and improve the authority’s
operations.

In most local authorities
there is an internal audit de-

partment, which helps the
council accomplish its ob-
jectives by bringing a sys-
tematic disciplined ap-
proach to evaluate and im-
prove the effectiveness of
risk management, control
and governance process.

Audit Scotland arranges
the audit of over 200 public
organisations, and in 2002
they produced a report on
Internal Audit in each local
authority. A band system
was used to assess how well
internal auditing was being
carried out, with Band 1
being the highest level and
Band 4 being the lowest.

Soon after the report, Ar-
gyll and Bute’s internal au-
dit ‘upskilled’ its team by
bringing increasing staffing
levels and the numbers of
qualifications among staff
and were consulted on how

to improve the audit by gi-
ant accountancy firm
KPMG.   In the 2004 follow-
up report Internal Audit ob-
tained full compliance with
the Accounts Commissions
‘Code of Practice for Inter-
nal Audit’ and were issued
with Band 1 status.

‘Obviously winning an
Excellence award is just a
result of hard work being
put in by the staff,’ said
Alex Colligan, Internal Au-
dit manager. ‘But we were
quite surprised to win  -
there was a lot of good
projects in this category.’

Internal Audit won the award for securing a workforce for the future for its move to Band 1 status. From
left, Dave Strong, auditor; Ian Nisbet,internal audit manager Councillor Duncan McIntyre; Steve

Keightley, KPMG auditor; Chief Executive of the Improvement Agency Colin Mair, chief executive of
the improvement agency; and Mhairi Weldon, senior audit assistant.

Giles Wheately from Cowal Council on Alcohol and Drugs; Colin Mair, chief executive of the
Improvement Agency, Councillor Dick Walsh, Lorna Whyte and Paul Ashworth from Dunoon’s
Riverside Leisure Centre and Patricia Renfrew, public health nurse from NHS Argyll and Clyde.

Campbeltown Grammar’s Stage Diner won the award for service improvements and customer needs.
From left, Colin Mair, Esther Strickland, area manager for catering; Elizabeth McCallum, catering
manager at Campbeltown Grammar, Councillor Robin Banks, Christine McNaughton and Moira

McLellan.

Right: Port Ellen
Primary School’s tablet
project picked up the
award for Innovative
Use of Technology.

From left,  John
McPhee, quality

improvement officer for
ICT in Argyll and Bute,

Colin Mair, Violet
Cusworth and Kathleen

Johnston from Port
Ellen primary, and

Argyll and Bute Council
Convener William
Petrie.t50a&b2d

Margaret MacLean and her Argyll and Bute catering team provided a wonderful three course meal for
100 guests at the awards ceremony.

Overall Winner of the Argyll and Bute Excelence Awards was Port Ellen Primary’s Brilliant Beginnings. From left George Lyon MSP,
Lachie Gairns from Brilliant Beginnings, Colin Mair, chief executive of the improvement service, Council Leader Allan Macaskill, Port

Ellen head teacher Violet Cusworth, Council Leader Allan Macaskill, and Port Ellen deputy headteacher Kathleen Johnston.

The Corran Halls’s Louis Barrow and Argyll and
Bute Council’s new media officer Lorne MacBrayne

with a giant ‘Oscar’ after the awards ceremony.
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RECRUITMENT
Oban, Campbeltown, Inveraray, Lochgilphead, 
Islay, Fort William, Ardnamurchan
£24,000 including overtime + Sharesave Scheme after qualifying
period + Pension + 5 weeks annual leave

This role involves: 
• The provision and repair of telephone lines within customers’ premises

and BT’s underground/overhead cable network 
• Working outdoors and at heights 
• Opportunities to work throughout the UK, often at short notice
• Excellent customer service skills

BT is an ‘Investors in People’ company and we strive to ensure that our workforce reflects
our customer base, BT welcomes applications from all sections of the community.

For more information, visit
www.hays.com/jobs/bt
or email your CV to btperm@hays.com 
or call Hays Construction & Property 
on 020 7259 8764.

Field Service
Engineer

AT DOLPHIN YOU CAN EXPECT:
• A salary of £27K per annum plus bonus of £5K based on quality

and productivity
• Fully expensed van • Paid holidays
• Provision of site survey and plans
• Delivery of all equipment to site • Full technical backup

Only applicants with experience of high quality, domestic bathroom installations
need apply. Successful applicants will need to demonstrate proficiency in

plumbing, tiling and plastering.

For more details please call 01902 483100/483037

EMPLOYED
BATHROOM

FITTERS
Required in Oban and West Highland Areas

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL
Notices Under the Town and Country Planning Acts
The applications for Planning Permission listed below, and Environmental Statements where
appropriate, together with the plans and other documents submitted with them may be examined
at the AREA PLANNING OFFICE, FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY,
between the hours of 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday and at the location where listed below during
normal office hours.
Written comments (whether supporting or opposing the applications) may be made to the AREA
PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS MANAGER at the address below within the period listed
below from the date of publication of this notice.

Applicant Name & Proposal Description Location where application
Development Address may be inspected &
Reference Number reason for Advertisement

Mr G Holroyd & Ms L Schofield
Above Guiserein Road
North Of Inverie, Knoydart
05/00552/OUTLO

St Munda's Parish Church
St. Munda's Church, 
Brecklet, Ballachulish
05/00567/LBCLO

North British Windpower Limited
South Of Coire Cheanna
Mhuir, Loch Arkaig,
Achnacarry, Spean Bridge
05/00571/FULLO

North British Windpower Limited
South Of Druim Fada,
Achdalieu, Fort William
05/00572/FULLO

The Corrour Trust
Corrour Estate, Strath Ossian,
Inverness Shire
05/00554/FULLO

Erection of House (Outline)

Proposed extension to
church to provide kitchen
facilities

Extension of permission for a
temporary anemometer mast

Extension of permission for
anemometer mast

Erection of Artwork (Metal
Framed Sculpture entitled
"Chair for the Hunter and
Hunted")

Knoydart Post Office
Development Contrary to
Development Plan (Potential)
(21 Days)

Ballachulish Post Office
Listed Building (21 days)

Achnacarry Post Office
Section 34 of the Act (14 Days)

Kinlocheil Post Office
Section 34 of the Act (14 Days)

Roy Bridge Post Office
Section 34 of the Act (14 Days)

Area Planning and Building Standards Manager, Lochaber Dafydd Jones, Highland Council, Fulton
House, Gordon Square, Ft William, PH33 6XY. Tel: (01397) 707015, Fax: (01397) 707022. 
E-Mail planning.lochaber@highland.gov.uk

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL
Provision of Grass Cutting Services,

Lochaber
The Highland Council invites expressions of interest from
qualified and experienced contractors in invitation to tender for
the grass cutting of verges and open spaces of urban and village
areas throughout Lochaber. 

Cutting will take place from mid March 06 to end October 06
on a set fortnightly frequency.  Contractors must be able to
demonstrate experience of managing similar size contracts and
be fully equipped with suitable plant prior to award of contract.

Further technical information may be obtained from Mike
Leary, Community Works Manager – 01397-709015.

Expressions of interest must be forwarded to the under noted
address for receipt no later than Noon on Monday 30th January
2006, clearly marked for the attention of Mr. Ashley Gould,
Procurement Manager (e-mail ashley.gould@highland.gov.uk).
Applications received after that time will not be considered.
Companies responding will be provided with an Invitation to
Tender which will be issued on Wednesday 1st February and
which must be returned no later than .Noon on Monday 20th
February 2006.

This exercise will be carried out using the Council’s electronic
tendering system

Highland Council Corporate Procurement Unit
The Townhouse
Inverness
IV1 1JJ

PUBLIC NOTICES

COURIER/DRIVERS

Highland Heritage Limited require Courier/Drivers, minimum age 25,

clean PVC essential. Live-in or live-out. Based in Tyndrum/Dalmally area.

Uniform and training provided.

Apply in writing, with CV, to:

Mrs Colman, Operations Manager,

Highland Heritage Coach Tours,

Dalmally, Argyll, PA33 1AY

RESERVATIONS

CLERK

Highland Heritage Coach Tours Ltd

Require Reservations Staff for their busy Administration Office.

Keyboard skills essential along with a pleasant telephone manner.

Training will be given. Full time position, must be flexible.

Shift work includes weekends and evenings. Live-in or out.

Please apply in writing with a current C.V to:

Ms Colleen Brown, Office Supervisor

Highland Heritage Centre Ltd, Central Admin Office,

Dalmally, Argyll PA33 1AY

Tel:- 01838 200393

Assistant Farm Manager
& Farm Technicians
Loch Bracadale – (Isle of Skye)
We are currently looking to identify suitably qualified
and highly motivated individuals to undertake the roles
of Assistant Farm Manager and Farm Technician at
the Companies new site on Loch Bracadale.  The site
is due to be stocked with approx 560,000 Q1 smolts
at the beginning of February 2006.

Assistant Farm Manager
The successful candidate will possess several years
experience of working on a salmon farm, have a sound
understanding of fish husbandry and be conscientious
in relation to recording and maintaining reliable data
records.  Good communication and planning skills are
also essential.  It is also a requirement of the post that
the incumbent be an effective deputy for the Manager.

Farm Technicians
The successful applicants will be required to carry out
a variety of duties including feeding, net changing and
other general farm tasks and be willing to work flexibly
to meet the demands of the job.  Full training will be
provided.

Both posts would be offered on a full-time, permanent
basis, working a 40 hour week

If you are interested in applying for either of these
vacancies,  please apply in writing no later than Friday
20th January 2006 to: Vicky Ferguson, Human
Resources Advisor, Marine Harvest (Scotland)
Limited, Business Resource Centre, Blar Mhor
Industrial Estate, Fort William PH33 7PT.

1

SLATER /

ROUGHCASTER

Wanted for the Alexandra Hotel, Oban

CIS required

Phone Jim Ronald on

07887 886333

JOB VACANCIES

TSL has the following vacancies due to recent awards of several

contracts in North Argyll and Mull:

Site-Based Engineer

General Foreman

Skilled Labourers

Owing to holiday period please apply in writing

or telephone after January 9, 2006

Tel: 01680 812475   Fax: 01680 812393

E-mail: info@tslcontractors.co.uk

Telephone/Fax/E-mail:

TSL Contractors Ltd, Craignure, Isle of Mull,

PA65 6AY

TSL Contractors Ltd

Craignure, Isle of Mull

Argyll  PA65 6AY

Tel: 01680 812475

Email: info@tslcontractors.co.uk

APPRENTICE REFRIGERATION

TECHNICIAN

Following continued expansion a Full-Time salaried

position has become available. Applicants must be

able to demonstrate the following-

Keenness to learn, Quality conscious, Presentable,

Hardworking and Work as part of a Team, Reliable,

Numerate, Customer Aware.

-Immediate Start Available-

for further details and an application form please contact

Billy Forteith on 01631 569100

DRIVER (LGV)/STORE PERSON

Required for Multi-Drop delivery vehicle. This

position has been created as a result of continued

expansion and is a Full-Time position for the right

candidate.

Applicants must be able to demonstrate the following-

Clean Driving license to level 'C', be Presentable,

Reliable, Hardworking and Conscientious.

-Immediate Start Available-

for further details and an application form please contact

Ernie McInnes on 01631 569100

Forteith Foodservice, Glengallain Road,

Oban, Argyll. PA34 4HG

Tel-  (01631) 569 100   Fax- (01631) 570 380

www.forteith.co.uk

DOCHART CRAFT CENTRE LIMITED

Registered office:
8 Douglas Street,  Hamilton, Lanarkshire

THE INSOLVENCY ACT 1986
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to
Section 98 of the Insolvency Act 1986 that a
Meeting of the Creditors of the above named
Company will be held at The Merchants House,
7 West George Street, Glasgow, on 13/01/2006
at 2.00 p.m. for the purposes mentioned in
Section 99 to 101 of the said Act.

In accordance with the provisions of the said
Act, a list of names and addresses of the
Company's creditors will be available for
inspection free of charge at W. D. Robb & Co.,
12/16 South Frederick Street, Glasgow during
normal business hours on the two business
days prior to the date of this Meeting.

By Order of the Board
A Nelson
Director
22/12/2005

PS/06/03 – Electrical Fitter ( two posts)
Salary: Dependent on skills and experience

We are currently recruiting electrical fitters to form a small team, undertaking
duties within the Programmes team.  Although based in Fort William, travel
throughout Highland, Argyll, Cowal and the Islands will be required, which
may include some overnight stays.
The main duties of the post are substation maintenance, inspection, fault
repairs and construction up to 33kV.
As an important member of the multi-skilled team responsible for the operation
and maintenance of the distribution network, it is essential that the successful
applicants have completed apprenticeships in electrical or mechanical
engineering, hold a current driving licence and have good communication
skills.

There will be a requirement to take part in the local out of hours standby rota.
Please send your CV quoting reference number PS/06/03 to Annjanet
Gardiner, Human Resources, Inveralmond House, 200 Dunkeld Road,
Perth, PH1 3AQ.  Closing date for applications is Friday 20 January 2006.

SCOTTISH AND SOUTHERN ENERGY IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER

CASTLE SWEEN BAY

(HOLIDAYS) LIMITED

require an

ASSISTANT MANAGER

to help with the day-to-day running of this

static caravan park

Knowledge of plumbing, electrics and

general maintenance an advantage

Good pay and accommodation

Please telephone Mr E. McCreath on

01546 850 223

E-mail: eddy@ellary.com

PART-TIME
EARLY

MORNING
CLEANERS

required
for local retail outlet

in
LOCHGILPHEAD
Monday-Saturday
Two hours per day

Contact
0141 956 2400

for local interview

Education, Culture & Sport

School Technician  
Ardnamurchan High School, £15,699 – £17,436
(unqualified), £17,877 – £20,169 (qualified), (requires
HNC, SVQ Level 3 or equivalent qualification 
in appropriate subject), 35 hrs per wk

You will be a well-motivated person with good experience
and qualifications in the areas of Science and Technology.
You will be flexible and able to turn your hand to a variety
of tasks, you will also have good communication skills
in order to work well with a wide range of staff and young
people. Most of all, you will have a genuine enthusiasm
for working within a school environment and committed
to high standards in carrying out your duties.

You are paid on the basis of 52 weeks per year including
payment for annual leave which should be taken during
school holidays.

Informal enquiries to Miss C MacDonald, tel (01397) 700105,
email Catherine.macdonald2@highland.gov.uk 
Ref: L/159/05 (Closing date: 20 January 2006)

Transport, Environmental & Community 

Recycling Operative
Fort William, £218.81 per wk, plus bonus, 37 hrs per wk

You will maximise and promote recycling within the area
and advise users on waste segregation, site use and
facilities. You will be a motivated, flexible individual with
interest in recycling issues and an awareness of health and
safety, you will also be able to work on your own initiative
within set guidance.

Hours of work are Monday to Thursday 9.30am-5.30pm
and Friday 9.15am-5.15pm with occasional weekend
working on a rota basis, for which appropriate allowances
will be paid.

Interviews to be held on Friday 20 January 2006.

Informal enquiries to Andy Tuckwood, tel (01397) 709016
or Ian Cameron, tel (01397) 709027. Ref: L/160/05
(Closing date: 13 January 2006)  

Application packs are available from our website 
or by telephoning, quoting relevant reference:

Ref: L/159/05 – Staffing Unit, tel (01349) 868640
(voicemail 24 hours )

Ref: L/160/05  – Transport, Environmental &
Community, tel (01397) 709000 (during office hours),
email: lochaber.tecsadmin@highland.gov.uk

www.highland.gov.uk/jobs
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MOTORING

RENAULT

W.D Semple

Inveraray & Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU

S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,

Heathfield, Ayr

Tel. 01292 880080/880440

TOYOTA

Helensburgh Toyota

5 John Street, Helensburgh

Tel. 01436 672779

www.toyota.co.uk/helensburgh

VOLKSWAGEN

Hawco

Caol, Fort William

Tel. 01397 700900

www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

BMW

Calterdon Ltd

Harbour Road,

Inverness

Tel. 01463 236566

FIAT

Hazelbank Motors

Lynn Road, Oban

Tel.

01631 566476

HONDA

Helensburgh Honda

135 East Clyde Street, Helensburgh

Tel. 01436 675777www.helensburghhonda.co.uk

ISUZU

S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, Heathfield, Ayr

Tel.

01292 880080/880440

MINI

Calterdon Ltd

Harbour Road,

Inverness

Tel. 01463 236567

TO PROMOTE YOUR NEW

CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL:

01631 568000

To book this

space contact

Maureen McDonald

at

TTTTThe Oban he Oban he Oban he Oban he Oban TimesTimesTimesTimesTimes

ononononon

01631 56800001631 56800001631 56800001631 56800001631 568000

To book this

space contact

Maureen McDonald

at

TTTTThe Oban he Oban he Oban he Oban he Oban TimesTimesTimesTimesTimes
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01631 56800001631 56800001631 56800001631 56800001631 568000
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Drive Times

Cars and Commercial Vehicles

Forget about joining the
gym or giving up
smoking – the new
year’s resolution
guaranteed to increase
your life expectancy is
to improve your driving.
Autocar magazine, in
conjunction with the
RAC Foundation, is
calling for changes in
thinking from the
government and from
Britain’s 32 million
driving licence holders
to raise driving stand-

AUTOCAR AND RAC

FOUNDATION URGE DRIVERS TO

MAKE A NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION

TO SAVE LIVES IN 2006

ards.
“Rather than over
concentrating on speed
cameras, better driving
can also play a key part
in reducing the death
toll on Britain’s roads.
Most drivers pass their
test at 17 and then drive
for the rest of their lives
without even thinking
about re-training,“ .said
Autocar editor Rob
Aherne. ”Approximately
10 people are killed on
our roads every day.

Many drivers take pride
in their cars, but if they
took the same pride in
their driving skills then
the UK’s roads would be
safer for everyone. Poor
driving affects more
than just the indi-
vidual.”
The Royal Society for
the Prevention of
Accidents states that in
95% of accidents human
error is a factor and
drivers with experience
of advanced driver

training are 20% less
likely to be involved in
a crash.
The Institute of Ad-
vanced Motorists goes
further by claiming
that drivers will be
66% less likely to
cause an accident if
they pass its advanced
driving test.
Edmund King, execu-
tive director of the
RAC Foundation, said:
”We all need to resolve
to take more pride in

our driving.  That can
be achieved as easily
as giving ourselves an
extra 10 minutes for
each journey to allevi-
ate the frustration and
road rage caused by
congestion.
”Equally, an advanced
driver-training course
could open many
drivers’ eyes to the
hazards that they have
been missing and to the
tactics they can adopt
to make our roads

much safer. Lives
would be saved if
every driver had a new
year’s resolution to
improve their driving.”
Top 5 Tips for

Safer Driving

Take advanced driving
tuition
Leave 10-minutes early
for each journey
Plan route
Drive according to
weather conditions
Ensure car is road-
worthy

Finished in Silver Metallic with Charcoal leather interior. Reg

Sept 2001. Full SAAB dealership service history. 45,000 miles.

Factory alarm and immobiliser, traction control, parking assist

etc etc. Superb condition.

£11,995

Telephone

01631 710553 or 07747 695309

SAAB 9-5 AERO 2.3

HOT 4 DOOR

1996 one years mot full service history alloys CD player very

good condition any inspection welcome

£2950 no offers

Telephone

01586 552283 or 07789034353

TOYOTA 4X4 HI LUX

2.5 DIESEL

PLANNING
TOWN & COUNTRY 
PLANNING (SCOTLAND) 
ACT 1997, RELATED LEGISLATION PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION 
AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be 
inspected during normal office hours at the location given below. 
Anyone wishing to make representations should do so in writing to 
the undersigned within 14 or 21 days of the appearance of this notice, 
whichever is applicable as indicated below. Please quote the reference 
number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PLANS

• Ref No: 05/02545/DET
Applicant: Mr Mrs T Mellor
Proposal: Erection of Extension to Dwellinghouse
Site Address: Hawthorn Cottage Salen Isle Of Mull PA72 6JB 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Salen
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 05/02395/OUT
Applicant: Mr L Pacitti
Proposal: Re-use of existing access and formation of 3 No sites for 
housing development
Site Address: Woodend Glencruitten Road Oban Argyll PA34 4PU
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 05/02547/DET
Applicant: West Highland Housing Association Limited
Proposal: Refurbishment of Buildings and Development of External Works
Site Address: 1 - 18 Columba Court Oban Argyll PA34 5BG 
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 05/02515/COU
Applicant: Ross Of Mull Historical Centre
Proposal: Change of Use from dwelling to Heritage Museum and 
Ancillary Accommodation, Extension and Parking
Site Address: Millbrae Cottage Bunessan Isle Of Mull PA67 6DG 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Bunessan Isle of Mull
Section 34 and Article 9 Advert 14 Days

• Ref No: 05/02570/REM
Applicant: Mr And Mrs K Lacey
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse, Stables and Riding Arena
Site Address: Land East Of Acha Farm Balvicar Oban Argyll 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Balvicar
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 05/02569/DET
Applicant: Drumaglea Ltd
Proposal: Erection of Veterinary Practice
Site Address: Drumaglea Cornaigmore Isle Of Tiree 
Location of Plans: Tiree Area Office
Section 34 and Article 9 Advert 14 Days

• Ref No: 05/02571/DET
Applicant: Mr Mrs Caldwell
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse and Installation of Septic Tank
Site Address: Site East Of Achaban House Fionnphort Isle Of Mull 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Fionnphort
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 05/02455/LIB
Applicant: Eriska Enterprises
Proposal: Change of use of dwellinghouse to guest accommodation and erection 
of conservatory, internal alterations and new roof to existing dormers
Site Address: Rowan Cottage Isle Of Eriska Hotel Ledaig Oban Argyll
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Ledaig
Regulation 5 Listed Bld Consent - 21 Day

Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, Lorn 
House, Albany Street, Oban

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT CONTRARY TO DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN) (SCOTLAND) DIRECTION 1996
The following planning applications have been lodged for determination 
with Argyll and Bute Council and are available for inspection during 
normal working hours at the local area office/Post Office identified 
below. The proposals contained in the application are considered to be 
a departure or potential departure from the Development Plan for the 
area concerned.

Anyone wishing to make representations about any of the applications 
identified below should do so in writing within 21 days from the date of 
publication of this notice to the Area Team Leader Development Control 
at the address below.

Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PLANS

• Reference No: 05/02527/DET
Applicant: Mrs Caskie
Proposal: Erection of detached dwelling and siting 3800 litre septic tank
Site Address: Cuildarrach Kilninver Oban Argyll PA34 4UU
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Kilmelford
Potential departure from Policies RUR1 and RUR2 of Mull, Coll and Tiree 
Local Plan
A18 Local Plan Potential Depart Adv (21)
Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning 
Services, Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban PA34 4AR.

SURGERIES
Councillor Donald McIntosh (E.W. 13 Oban South) will not be holding 
a surgery during the month of January but his constituents can contact 
him at home on Tel No. 01631 563337.

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

PUBLIC NOTICES

The Environmental Impact 
Assessment (Fish Farming in 
Marine Waters) Regulations 1999
NOTICE is hereby given that -

1. application has been made to The Crown Estate by Pan 
Fish Scotland Ltd for renewal of development consent for 
a finfish farming site at:

Reference Location Map Reference

REN-31 Ardmaddy, Seil Sound NM 777 146

(AR3-6-6)  Lat: 56˚ 16.324’N

   Long: 05˚ 35.387’W 

2. in addition, an application plus supporting 
Environmental Statement has been received to modify the 
same finfish farm site at:

MOD-151 Ardmaddy, Seil Sound NM 777 146

(AR3-6-6)  Lat: 56˚ 16.324’N

   Long: 05˚ 35.387’W

3. the applications and Environmental Statement (ES) 
covering the renewal and modification are available for 
inspection during normal working hours at:

• Argyll & Bute Council, Lorn House, Albany Street, 
 Oban, PA34 4AR

• Easdale Post Office, Easdale, Seil

• The Crown Estate, 6 Bell’s Brae, Edinburgh, EH4 3BJ.

Copies of the application and Executive Summary of the 
ES can be obtained from The Crown Estate and copies 
of the ES can be purchased from Pan Fish (Scotland) Ltd, 
Ardkinglas, Cairndow, Argyll, PA26 8BH at a price of £50 
for a paper copy and no charge for a CD copy.

Written comments should be submitted within 42 days of 
the date of this notice to Senior Planning Officer, Argyll & 
Bute Council, Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AR.

3. any person who wishes to make representations about 
the application should make them in writing within that 
period to the Local Authority at the address above.

Dated: 5 January 2006 

2 Gibraltar Street, Oban, Argyll PA34 4AY

Telephone: +44 (0) 1631 566 122

Facsimile: +44 (0) 1631 564 764

E-mail: enquiries@dmkestates.co.uk   www.dmkestates.co.uk

PRIME BUILDING PLOT
FOR  SALE

HALF ACRE HILL, CRAOBH HAVEN,
ARGYLL

The plot extends to approximately one-third of an acre
and commands superb sea and island views from its
elevated location close to the yachting marina and village
amenities. Services are available adjacent to the Plot
for connection. Outline Planning Permission for one
dwelling house has been applied  for and offers will be
subject to the Sellers receiving written Planning consent.
A closing date has been fixed for 12 noon on Friday
20th January 2006                  Offers over £125,000

Excellent views �  Close to town centre
Sales Telephone: (01397) 702272
E-mail: property@glasdrum.com

GLASDRUM

DEVELOPMENT

FORT WILLIAM

Three to six-bedroom
houses
built to
individual
requirements

1995. 300tdi V.G.C.

9 months mot & 6

months tax, good

tyres, generally very

clean.

Telephone

01631 566100

or

0779 6648482

LANDROVER DISCOVERY

£2,750 o.n.o. for quick sale

Miss R Walker is

applying to  decroft

part of the croft at 6

Garvan, Ardgour

extending to 0.102 ha

for the purpose of

providing the site for a

dwelling house. Ref: C/

11878.

If you consider that the

decrofting of the area

will adversely affect

your crofting interests

or that of the local

crofting community,

please make written

representations to the

Crofters Commission,

Castle Wynd, Inverness

IV2 3EQ by 23 January

2006 quoting the

appropriate reference.

Representations will be

copied to the applicant.

Comments on any

earlier applications

cannot be taken into

account on this

occasion.

Proving that the British
Motor Industry is still
very much alive and
kicking, both of GM’s
Manufacturing opera-
tions, at Luton and
Ellesmere Port, have
smashed previous

GM IN THE UK –

BUILDING FOR SUCCESS
records for vehicle
production.
Ellesmere Port has
achieved its highest ever
output figures building a
staggering 188,763 cars
in 2005 – over 20,000
more than the previous

record in 2000.
The plant, which is
responsible for making
the Vauxhall and Opel
five-door Astra, earlier
this year also celebrated
building its 4 millionth
vehicle!

Production has followed
sales success which saw
the Astra hitting the top
of the UK chart five
times in 2005, in
February, April, May,
June and November.
And it’s not just in the
UK that demand is high
– 64 per cent of the
vehicles produced at
Ellesmere will be
exported to Europe
wearing the Opel badge.
Since the start of
production in 1964,
Ellesmere Port has been
the birthplace of some
of the UK’s most
popular models begin-
ning with the Viva and
including the Chevette,
Vectra and all five
generations of the Astra.
It is now one of the
largest employers in
Cheshire and Wirral
employing 3,000
workers with employees
working around the

clock to meet the
demand for Astras.
Ellesmere Port is not the
only GM plant setting
new production records.
In a double whammy for
GM in the UK, the
Luton plant (formerly
known as IBC Vehicles)
has also been topping its
previous output figures.
The Bedfordshire
facility has been
producing the multi-
award winning Vivaro
and its derivatives since
the spring of 2001.
This year the plant is on
course to produce
90,338 vans, the highest
number of Vivaros made
since the start of
production.
For GM Manufacturing
Luton’s 2,000 employ-
ees, who have been
working three shifts day
and night to meet
requirements, there is
no chance of slowing

down, as sales of
Vauxhall vans in 2005
passed the 50,000
barrier for the first time
earlier this month.
Bill Parfitt, Managing
Director of GM UK &
Ireland, said, “This is a
major achievement for
us and could not have
been accomplished
without the hard work
and dedication of our
workforce. We are proud
to be continuing our
tradition of manufactur-
ing in the UK so
successfully. Both Astra
and Vivaro have been
delighting customers
across Europe – and
building them to the
highest standards of
quality is a challenge
the plants meet every
day, week in, week out.
Next year we will keep
building hoping to break
more records for both
sales and production.”
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and registered as a newspaper at the Post Office

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions

which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications

owned by The Oban Times Limited.

Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, The Oban Times

Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.

The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and

provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of

advertising materials to the public within these publications.

1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful

and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all

other codes.

2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular

advertisement.

3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the

advertisement by giving reasonable notice.

4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on

acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed

by telephone, mail, fax or in person.

5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the

Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the

publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the

whole cost of the advertisement.

6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts

and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the

Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that

matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such

other Court as the Publisher may choose.

7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage

occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of

publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which

any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any

error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or

part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the

advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case

may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No

re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the error,

misprint or omission does not materially detract from the

advertisement.

8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within

fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total

liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed

the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for

the particular advertisement in connection with which liability

arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type

and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with

which liability arose.

9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the

Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling

upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened

legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in

any one or more of a series of advertisements published in

accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in

pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.

10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of

order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be

agreed with the Publisher in advance.

11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15

days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.

In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late

payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily

basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the

Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an

administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher

reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an

additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though

it has been raised with the original invoice.

12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of

our conditions.

•
 REMOVALS &

STORAGE

•
 TREES AND HEDGES

THE BEST
 HEDGING
 CONIFER
Thuja Brabant
£4.99 each or

10 for £39
(80/100 cm) approx 3 ft

Other sizes
available

WWWwww.scottishtrees.co.uk
01499 600263 The Oban Times

PREPAID

ADVERTISING

RATES

Private Classifieds
Lineage Rates

Minimum charge £9.30+VAT

(up to 16 words)

thereafter £1.85 per line

Box Number Fee £4.15 (+VAT)

Births, Engagements, Marriages, Deaths

and Acknowledgments

Minimum charge £8.75 (+VAT)

thereafter £1.80 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £5.75(+VAT)

thereafter £1.30 per line (+VAT)

Trade Classifieds:
See Trade Classified Page for Rates

Trade Display:
£7.75 per single column centimetre

Recruitment:
£13.95 per single column centimetre

Public Notices:
£8.75 per single column centimetre

Properties

£8.50 per single column centimetre

Private Accommodation

to Let/Wanted

£8.50 per single column centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)

Personals:
£5.60 per single column centimetre

Payment: Pre-payment required
for advertisements of less than £50

(excluding death notices)
Please make cheques and
postal orders payable to

The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1,
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB

www.obantimes.couk
or telephone your advertisement

to
Oban (01631) 568000

Lochgilphead (01546) 602345
Campbeltown (01586) 554646
Fort William (01397) 703003

Please note copy deadline:
Monday 4.30 p.m. in Oban
HELP US TO HELP YOU . . .

PRE-PAY SMALL ADVERTS!

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND

EVERY WEEK!

The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

(one year)
U.K. ......................... £46.25
EEC ......................... £55.00
WORLDWIDE via
Surface Mail ........... £82.00
or Airmail ............. £126.50
The Oban Times Limited,

P.O. Box 1,
 Oban, Argyll,

PA34 4HB
 Scotland, UK

www.obantimes.co.uk

CALL

 01631568000

FOR YOUR

PAID FOR

ADVERT  TO

RUN FOR A

SECOND

WEEK

Thursday 5 January, 2006

•
 SECOND HAND

CARAVANS

SECOND- HAND

CARAVANS

FOR SALE

20 second- hand caravans

for off- site sale, two and

three bedrooms (10' and

12' wide),

from £1,500.  Largest

selection in Argyll.  Ideal

for holiday lets, B&B,

seasonal workers'

accommodation, etc.

Can be delivered - buyer

to pay transport costs.

Contact Keith Campbell,

Drimsynie Estates,

telephone 01301 703457

(office hours) or

07768 647180 (mobile).

•
 JOINERS & UNDERTAKERS

HAMISH

HOEY &

SON

Joiners &

Funeral

Directors

37-39 Stevenson

Street, Oban

Telephone:

01631

562269

24-HOUR SERVICE

•
PROPERTY REPAIRS

PROPERTY
REPAIRS

Pointing
Plastering
Painting
Guttering
Slate and

Roof Repairs
Qualified Stone

Mason
 New and

 Restoration Work
Free quotes

 Tel: 077963 90411
Oban

CAR PARTS £250 AND

UNDER

SUBARU Estate K Reg.
Front Damage, spares or
off road offers. Telephone
01866 833217.

FLOOR TILES

44  Solta grey ceramic
floor tiles. 33 x 33 x 0.85.
1 x 20kg. Flexi adhesive 1
x 5kg. Flexi grout £45.
Telephone 01631 565135.

FURNITURE

SOLID teak dressing table.
56" x 44½" x 17". Six
drawers, vgc. Surplus to
requirements. £40 ono.
Telephone 01397 704383.

GARDEN EQUIPMENT

LEAF BLOWER. New in
box, 240v. Unwanted Gift,
£15. Telephone 01631
720260 or 07900 246414.

MICROWAVE

SHARP Microwave dual
oven in perfect condition.
£49.99. Telephone 01631
710373.

MINIDISC PLAYER

SONY minidisc player
MXD 6500R. Cost £200
new. Will accept £49.
Telephone 01631 770294.

PUPPIES

FULL pedigree Golden
Labrador pups, both
parents excellent hip
scores, mum can be seen.
Ready now. Telephone
01866 822593.

SPORTS EQUIPMENT

SKIING Season, Blizzard
Skis, vgc, complete with
Tyvolia Binding. Snip at
£50. Telephone 01631
710380

PRINTERS AND

STATIONERY

WRITING PAPER &
Envelopes - Personalised
and matching, an ideal
present, contact Krisp
Printing & Stationery,
Burnbank, Campbeltown.
Telephone 01586 554975.
CHANGED ADDRESS? -
Self adhesive labels to
inform your family and
friends of your new
address.  (500 labels from
£11.50).  Contact Krisp
Printing & Stationery,
Burnbank, Campbeltown.
Telephone 01586 554975.

PERSONALS

PERSONALS

HAPPY 40TH

MARY LAIRD

Hope you had a good time away

Love Grant, Caroline

 and Grant.

Kim and
Natalie

Donnelly
 would like to
 congratulate

Alana Donnelly
 and Robert

Carson
 on their engagement
We’re thrilled with

the news!

THANK YOU
Ewen Campbell

 Auctioneer
 wishes to thank the

immediate members of his
family for the surprise 60th

Birthday party sprung on
him recently in the

Lochaber Rural Complex.
Thank you also to the many

friends and business
associates who attended
with presents, birthday
cards and greetings in
various ways.  It was

overwhelming.
By the generosity shown

the handsome sum of £500
will be donated to Diabetes
Lochaber. Many thanks to

you all.
Moran Teangue.

THANK
YOU

To Rosemary and
Duncan MacIntyre,

Kilmore,
 Atlantis Leisure,
 John Bells and

especially to the Oban
Police for their quick
response when our
son went missing on

Thursday 29th
 December.

Lorraine and Colin

•
 COUNSELLING & ADVICE

OBAN FAMILY

PLANNING

AND

WELL WOMAN

CLINIC

Lorn & Islands
District General

Hospital
For appointments,

telephone
Oban

(01631 567618

•
 CHIMNEY SERVICES

•
 COMPUTERS REPAIRS

HOOK
DATA

SERVICES
Hardware
 Software
 Advice
 Repairs

 Consumables
Call in or telephone:
01546 830157

Crinan Harbour
by Lochgilphead

ARGYLL
 HOME AND
 CHIMNEY
SERVICES

CHIMNEYS
SWEPT

BRUSH AND
VACUUM

Covering Argyll
including Oban
and Kintyre

Telephone:
01546
603203
e-mail:
sailwest2000@tiscali.co.uk
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

MACKINNON – The
family of the late Margaret
(Whatley) Mackinnon, of 31
Geary, would like to send
their deepest thanks for the
huge support they have
received from all well-
wishers and visitors. A
special thanks to Dr Murray
and staff at Broadford and to
all at the wonderful Gesto
Hospital. Thanks to Rev. Mr

INGLIS –
GILLIES

Both families are
delighted to announce

the engagement on
Christmas Day of
Susan, daughter of
Ross and Margaret
Inglis, Kilmore, to

Duncan, eldest son of
Duncan and Marie
Gillies, Taynuilt

CARSON –
DONNELLY

Robert and  Alana are

delighted to announce

their engagement on

Christmas Day

High Street, Oban

ENGAGEMENTS

STEWART–
CRINGEAN

On December 3, 2005, at
Kilchrenan Parish Church,
by the Rev. Margaret Millar,
Jennifer Leitch, elder
daughter of Allan and Kay
Stewart, Taynuilt, and
Mark, son of Jack Cringean
and Helen Ritchie, Isle of
Jura and Glasgow.

STOKES – On December
31, 2005, to Ronnie and
Caryl, a son (Aaron
Murray), first grandchild
for Ronnie and Ileen
(Dunoon); third grandchild
for Robert and Sandra
Speedie (Milngavie). Both
doing well.

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

DEATHS

BROTCHIE – William
(Bill), peacefully,  at Moss
Park Nursing Home on
Tuesday, December 20,
2005. Loved by all the lives
he touched. Funeral took
place on Saturday, December
24, 2005.
GILLIES – Peacefully at
Lynn of Lorne Care Home,
Benderloch, on December
29, 2005, aged 80 years,
William (Willie), dear
husband of Jean, loving
father, father-in-law, grand-
father and great-grandfather.
Sadly missed by all.
HUNTER – Suddenly, at
The Southern General Hos-
pital on December 24, 2005,
Cathie (nee McArthur), lov-
ing wife of the late James
Hunter and much loved
mother of Arthur. Sadly
missed.
–2 Burnside, Jura.
LAMONT – Suddenly, at
the Lorn & Islands District
General Hospital, Oban, on
December 31, 2005, in his
84th year, Willie, of Mannal,
Isle of Tiree, and of Oban;
dearly beloved husband of
Mary.  Sorely missed.
MACLEAY – Alness/
Invergordon.  As a result of
a tragic road accident on
Thursday, December 22,
2005, Douglas, aged 17
years, dearly loved son of
Iain and Isobel, 1 Braeface
Park. Loving brother of
Irene and Alison, friend and
brother-in-law to Adam, a
very special uncle of Sophie
and Dale, special pal of
Leon, grandson of Margaret
MacLeay (Kyle).  Funeral
service was held in
Rosskeen Free Church,
Achnagarron on Thursday,
December 29, followed by
interment at Rosskeen
Cemetery.
MACLEOD–Peacefully, on
December 31, 2005, at
Montrose Royal Infirmary,
Mary Ross MacSporran,
loving wife of the late James
MacLeod, much loved mum
of  Ann and granny of James,
well respected mother-in-law
of Brian and much loved
Aunt Mollie to all her family.
Funeral service at Emslie S.
Collier’s Chapel of Rest,
Broomfield Road, Montrose,
on Monday, January 9, at 1
p.m., thereafter to Sleepy
Hillock Cemetery Extension,
to which all relatives and
friends are respectfully
invited.
TURNBULL – Sophie (née
Landale), on December 18,
2005, aged 76 years,
beloved and devoted wife of
the late Lieutenant-Colonel
John Turnbull, most dearly
loved mother of Pepy and
grandmother of Walter and
Martha. Funeral thanks-
giving service at Dundurn
Parish Church, St Fillans on
Thursday, January 12, at 2
p.m. Burial thereafter at
Comrie Cemetery.  Family
flowers only, please, but
donations if desired to
Disasters Emergency
Committee, Asia Earth-
quake Appeal or John Muir
Trust, c/o Gauld Funeral
Directors, Addison Terrace,
Crieff, PH7 3AT.  Telephone
01764 656567.
WALLACE – Tom Wallace,
well known Oban auctioneer,
died on December 25, 2005.
The funeral was held at
Bothwell Park Cemetery on
December 31. Much loved
father of Lynne, Shirley and
Ashley.

on October 30, 1992  (all
from Dalmally); and a good
friend, Flora MacCallum,
who died at The Lorn and
Islands District General
Hospital, Oban on November
9, 2002. Ach buidheachas
do'n ti is aird air son na
beatha, mhaireannach, s’an
gaol thug sibh ghònhsa.
Bithidh sinn sòloas ach
dailann.  God pray for them
gone before and after.
– Inserted by Seumas
(James), son, grand-aunt,
cousin and friend, Perth.
MACNEILL – Treasured
memories of our dear brother,
Dugie, who died January 3,
1982.
Silent thoughts, memories
dear
As time unfolds another year.
– Inserted by Sheena,
Christine and Johnnie and
families, Islay and
Bishopbriggs.
MACPHAIL – In memory
of our precious son, and big
brother, Ryan, tragically
taken from us on January 7,
2003, aged 16 years.
At sixteen years of age
Ryan’s life here is done
It is hard to accept he was just
having fun
Growing to a man but still a
wee boy
But we know to our lives he
brought us great joy.
We love and miss you so
much.
– Mum, Dad, Jenna and Jason
X X X X
McCARTNEY – Special
memories of Paul, tragically
taken from us, December 31,
2002. Loved and missed
always.
– Inserted by Lisa and Kieron
X X
TESTER – Treasured
memories of Bobby, a
beloved husband, dad, and
papa, who died on January 6,
1995.
Also remembering loved
ones gone before and after.
There are no tomorrows for
us to share,
But yesterday’s memories are
always there.
– Nan and family, Tiree,
Benson and Oban.
WARD – In loving memory
of a dear mum, Mima, who
died January 7, 2003; and a
dear brother, Willie, who died
on January 7, 2000.
Loved and remembered
always.
– Kathleen and Bobby.
WARDROPE – In loving
memory of Katie, a dear
mother and granny, who died
January 8, 2005.
When thoughts drift back as
they often do
We’ll treasure the memories
we have of you.
– Anna, Alastair and Craig.
YOUNG – In loving memory
of Flora (Ina), who died
January 9, 2005.
One year has passed since
that sad day
You closed your eyes and
slipped away
Your life was one of kindly
deeds
A helping hand for others’
needs
Your memory is our keepsake
With which we’ll never part
God has you in his keeping
We have you in our hearts.
Gus am bris an la.
– Love, Catriona, Callum,
Lorna, Iona, Fiona, Ian,
Louisa, Helen, Harry, Muriel,
Brian, Colin and Robbie.
YOUNG - Flora. For Ina
with love.
If you look in the stars tonight
You’ll see the one with the
most beautiful light
It is our dear friend Ina in
heaven above
Shining down on everyone
she loves.
Miss you Ina. God bless.
– Love Iris and Don.

BIRTHS

W R I G H T – M A C -
DOUGALL – Maria and
Liam are delighted to an-
nounce the birth of their son
Sean, born on November
15, 2005. First grandchild
for Ali and Dino, number
seven for Allan! Many
thanks to all the midwives
at the Mid Argyll Hospital.

HEGARTY –
MACDOUGALL
Both families are

delighted to announce
the engagement on
Christmas Day of

Simon, son of
Dennis Hegarty and

Marie Parent, to
Gemma, daughter of

Allan MacDougall and
the late

Catherine Johnstone.

MILTON–
CHALMERS

Both families are very
happy to announce the

engagement of Hannah,
elder daughter of

Angela and the late
Sandy Milton,

Kilmelford,
and Nicholas,

elder son of David
and Laura Chalmers,

Giffnock.

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL
CHURCH

ANGLICAN
COMMUNION

Sunday 8 January 2006
Baptism of Christ

St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion...... 0800
Sung Eucharist .......... 1015

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All welcome
Norman MacCallum,

Provost
�(01631) 562323

Holy Spirit, Ardchattan
Holy Eucharist ............. 1215

Christ Church,
Lochgilphead
Loop System

Holy Eucharist .............. 0900
Holy Eucharist ...............1100

St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Mattins ............................ 1100
St Columba, Bishop’s House,

Iona
Holy Eucharist ................ 1000

ASSOCIATED
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church
Sunday 8 January 2006

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’

available
Wednesday 11 January 2006

7.30 p.m.
Prayer and Bible Ministry

 Rev. Archie McPhail
MA, MTh

�(01631) 567076
All welcome

MILLER–
McDONALD

Both families are
delighted to announce the

engagement of Fiona,
daughter of Campbell and
Margaret Miller, to Craig,
son of Ian and Veronica

McDonald.

MARRIAGE

National

Association

of Master

Masons

RONALD L. STOKES (MASTER SCULPTOR)

New colour brochure by request : Work done in any cemetery

FREE DELIVERY TO ANY ISLAND
312-314 Argyll Street, Dunoon

Tel/Fax: (01369) 702162 (24 hours)
Also at

Dudley Road, Fort William

Tel: 01397 702128

Greenock 01475 724248

Rothesay 01700 502780

Argyll’s longest established (1973)

E-mail: stokesmemorials@yahoo.co.uk

Website: www.stokesmemorials.com

STOKES MEMORIALS

Collins, the undertakers D.
& M. Macleod and Stein Inn
for their kindly quiet
efficiency. All who attended
the church and the Trumpan
Cemetery will know they
helped to create a
profoundly moving funeral.
The collection for
Macmillan Nurses and
Gesto Hospital Social Fund
stands at over £900. Many
thanks.
MENZIES – The family of
the late Annie M. Menzies
thank all who have shown
kindness and concern in the
past weeks and all who
supported them on
Christmas Eve, at church
and graveside, to give
thanks for her long life.
They greatly appreciated
the kind care of their
mother, latterly, in Ward A
and prior to that in North
Argyll House.
THOMSON – The family
of the late James Thomson
wish to thank all relatives,
friends and neighbours for
the phone calls, cards and
flowers received following
their recent sad loss.
Sincere thanks to all the
staff and ambulance crews
at Inveraray and Lochgilp-
head and also the staff, at
both the Southern General
Hospital and the Beatson
Oncology Centre, Glasgow.
Thanks also to Rev. Brian
Wilkinson and Dr Roddy
MacLeod for their very kind
words of comfort at this sad
time, to Stan Lupton,
funeral directors, for their
excellent service and
professional guidance and
to the Quarry View for their
fine catering.  A final thank
you to all who paid their last
respects and donated the
sum of £140 to Cancer
Research.

IN MEMORIAM

CAMPBELL/GALBRAITH
– In loving memory of our
aunt and grand aunt,
Catherine Campbell, who
died January 6, 2005; dear
mother and granny, Marjorie
Galbraith, who died
December 17, 2002; dear
father and grandad, Albert
Galbraith, who died August
4, 1990.
Much loved and remembered
always.
– Anne, James and family.
CARMICHAEL – In loving
memory of our dear father,
father in law and grandfather,
Neil, who died on January 4,
1993.
Forever in our hearts,
Always in our thoughts.
– Inserted by Irene, Donald,
Nigel and families, Islay and
Lochwinnoch.
GRAY – In loving memory
of John, who died January 10,
2004.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Lila, John, Laurie and Janet.
HORNER – In loving
memory of our sisters,
Margaret McDermid, who
died January 5, 2002, and
Prudence Robb, who died
January 30, 1997. Also our
brother Robert (Bertie), who
died November 24, 1989, and
loved ones gone before.
- The Horner family at home
and away.
MACGILLIVRAY – In
loving memory of my dear
mother, May (nee Wilson),
who died January 10, 1995.
Memories are like threads of
gold
They never tarnish or grow
old
In our hearts you will always
stay
Loved and remembered
everyday.
– Inserted by her loving son
Jim and Helen.
MACKINNON – In loving
memory of Neil, a dear
husband, father and
grandfather, who died on
January 2, 2003.
Forever in our thoughts.
– Ann and family.
MACLEAN – In loving
memory of our dear parents,
Neil MacLean, died May 8,
1976, and our mother,
Florian, died January 6, 1996.
Treasured memories of our
sister Ann, taken from us
January 11, 2001.
– Inserted by the family at
home and abroad.
MACLEOD – In loving
memory of my dear son, Neil
MacLeod, (Dooley), tragi-
cally died January 3, 2004.
Our family chain is broken
now
One link is gone forever
One morning I had eight links
But now I’m left with seven.
Forgetting you never.
- Mum, 29 Glenpane Street.
The call was sudden, the
shock severe
To lose a brother we loved so
dear.
– Ian, Rory, Daniel, George,
Donald, Christine and
Marina.
MACNICOL, MAC-
KENZIE, CRAIK, MAC-
CALLUM – In loving
memory of my dear mother,
Catherine, who died January
1, 1973, at Bridge of Earn
Hospital and aunt Mina
(Topsey) MacKenzie who
died at P.R.I. on December 3,
1981, and cousin Nancy
Craik who died at Dalmally

MASTER SCULPTOR

MEMORIALS

Obituaries

Willie Batchen

Norman Sutherland

MacGilp

On November 9 we laid to rest on his beloved Isle of
Mull a true Argyll man.

Norman MacGilp  was born in Tobermory on August 1,
1935, to Bessie, wife of Archie MacGilp, manager of the
Clydesdale Bank.

Both sides of the family had roots deep in Argyll: Mull,
Mid Argyll and Campbeltown.  His maternal grandmother
was Agnes McLeod, and her daughter, Norman’s mother,
was Elizabeth Hereklia Corakides, whose father was a Greek
chief engineer with the British India Steam Navigation Co.
These hybrid Greek/Scottish roots empowered the whole
MacGilp family with extraordinary physical, mental,
mechanical and, not least, musical vigour.

In addition to his professional life, Norman’s father
always maintained a direct interest in the traditional
farming and looked after his own croft and flock of sheep,
a responsibility which Norman shared, as his two older
brothers, Donald and Duncan, were on active service,
Donald as a Pathfinder pilot in the RAF, and Duncan as a
Commando for which he volunteered direct from Oban
High School.

Norman made full use of all the cultural and intellectual
stimuli which this background provided.  He learned first
hand about island stock and knew all the personalities
and traditions.

Norman’s first interest in matters scientific and
technological followed a leave from the RAF for Donald.
He had explained something of astral navigation to
Norman, who had been fascinated by the stars and took
pleasure in identifying and naming the constellations in
the clear night skies over Tobermory.

After Oban High School, where he was captain of the
school and captain of the football team and also excelled
in athletics, he joined GPO Telephones. National Service
in the RAF helped him to extend his knowledge in Ceylon
(Sri Lanka) and Hong Kong.  His letters describing these
wonderful environments were testament to his powers of
observation and understanding.

Reticence
On returning to civilian life, he moved to Oban to work

on the then technological miracle of the transatlantic cable.
This was a period of great happiness for Norman, as he
fell completely in love with Ishbel. To hear Norman, whose
famous reticence at giving any opinion on the fair sex,
enthuse ‘Ishbel’s just a darling,’ was more than
memorable.

Ishbel brought with her another treasure, her daughter
Margaret from her first marriage to George Clyne, who
had been lost in a storm whilst trying to secure his ferry-
boat at Craignure.  Norman always spoke most fondly of
Margaret and looked forward keenly to her visits from
Ross-shire with her own family.  The arrival of son
Douglas completed their happiness and became a great
source of pride and pleasure to Norman.

Norman was soon promoted to Glasgow.  Over the years
further promotions followed.  In Glasgow he was able to
enjoy and practise to the full his love of classical music,
which he inherited from his mother, who was church
organist in Tobermory for decades, and shared with his
brother Duncan, a Mod gold medallist.  Norman was an
excellent tenor with the Glasgow Male Voice Choir, which
he served for many years as secretary.

Norman had a life-long interest in the classical
languages.  About three years ago he lent me a book of
Latin broadcast from Radio Finland with translations into
Finnish.  What interests the man had! He decided to attend
extra-mural classes in Greek at Glasgow University. This
he did for five years in order to help in the search for his
Greek cousins. Imagine the disappointment to learn after
all this that his grandfather’s family had been one of many
which had lived in Turkey for generations! Norman calmly
turned his extra mural activities to learning Turkish for
the next five years only to discover that his grandfather
had died on board his ship in the Bay of Bengal and is
buried in the Scots Cemetery in Calcutta.  That was to
have been his next objective had not the cruel blow of ill-
health hit him so suddenly and unrelentingly. Fortunately,
he has faithfully recorded this extremely interesting
microcosm of international interaction in a most
fascinating way.

The last time three old school pals spent time together
with Norman, only six weeks before his untimely death,
he had a sheet of irregular Ancient Greek verbs, which he
was revising for an honours level exam!

To most of his contemporaries, Norman was probably
best known for his athletic prowess and his football skills.
A strong, fast, alert full-back, he was, throughout his life
someone you could rely upon, on or off the field.

Last summer I asked him:  ‘Norman, am I right in
recalling that you turned down the offer of a trial for
Rangers?’  ‘Yes,’ he replied, ‘but footballers weren’t paid
so much in those days.’

Pragmatic, modest, sporting, musical, intellectual, deeply
and widely read, a quick and often boisterous sense of
humour, perpetually enquiring and constant to his friends
and principles.

Norman was only seven months my senior, but I always
looked up to him with respect and was never disappointed.

MB

The shinty referee
Born: Bathgate, November 8,
1919
Died: Invergordon,  December
24, 2005
Willie Batchen of Foyers,
who died on Christmas Eve
in hospital in Invergordon.
was 86. Remarkably, the
man whose name will for-
ever be associated with the
aluminium village high
above Loch Ness-side was
born in Bathgate.

There were few in the
huge crowd of mourners
who had an inkling of his

true provenance. And with
his passing, a remarkable
link with this vital part of
Scotland’s industrial herit-
age was brought to an end.

The young Batchen had a
singular upbringing. He
served as a waiter on the
steamer Gondolier, to the
great and the good, as he
vividly recounted himself,
as they sailed up Loch Ness.
As a teenager, he had

proven himself by lifting
the two - hundredweight
bags of alumina to qualify for
a man’s wage at the heart of
the turmoil of aluminium pro-
duction development of the
early 20th century.

He maintained a link with
the British Aluminium
Company (BA), now
Alcan) until the very end,
having worked with the
company for more than 30
years and been a key mem-
ber of the former employ-
ees’ 30-Year Club. He had
latterly been head foreman
at Foyers before moving on
with the Hydro Board.

Critic
Renowned for his after-

dinner speaking, he had
been one of the BA’s fierc-
est critics when Foyers and
aluminium finally parted
company in 1967. It was to
Batchen and the company’s
credit that they managed to
rekindle their relationship
following that stormy pe-
riod which was, no more
than anything else, a meas-
ure of Willie’s respect for
what the company had done
for the tiny village, and its
overall importance in the
industrial world.

And he always main-
tained, quite rightly, that
this had never been properly
recognised.

‘Batchen,’ as he was univer-
sally known, was one of the
giants of the modern game of
shinty and one of the sport’s
most loyal supporters.

Referee
Secretary/treasurer of the

Camanachd Association for
12 notable years, he was
probably best known as a
shinty referee, indeed, the
shinty referee par excellence.
The first man to referee three
Camanachd Cup Finals, the
game’s blue riband, he was
the son of a famous shinty
referee himself and a player
with Boleskine, although he
was also a footballer of some
note, having played with
Inverness Caledonian from
1938-44 and thereafter with
Clachnacuddin in Inverness
and Nairn.

Badminton
He also boxed, as a spell-

bound audience was told at
his funeral service, was an
accomplished badminton
player, and dabbled in
cricket and fishing, with 20-
pounders from Loch Ness a
specialty.

Current president of the
Camanachd Association
John MacKenzie, of
Newtonmore, has said of
Batchen: ‘He was a man
who gave everything to
shinty, as a player, an out-
standing official and a dedi-
cated administrator.

He lived and breathed
shinty and single-handedly
ran the show when the word
amateurism had a very dif-
ferent meaning to what it
has today. Willie was in
many ways of a different

era, and held the highest
standards. He gave the
game so much for such a
long time and has a record
in the sport at all its differ-
ent levels which can never
be matched.’

Batchen first came to
prominence in shinty referee-
ing in 1950/1951 when he
took charge of the MacTavish
Cup Final, his first senior
event.

Internationals
He went on to officiate at

every major occasion in the
game including the revived
shinty/hurling internationals,
one of which was held in
Dublin in the 1970s.

He refereed in one way or
another well into the 1980s
and officiated at the
Newtonmore veterans’ tour-
nament at the Eilean in 1990.

There were few in the
gathering of nearly 500 at his
final appearance who had not
been on the receiving end of
the famous Batchen finger
wagging.

Having retired from his
official capacity as secretary/
treasurer to the Association at
the beginning of the 1980s,
Mr Batchen retained his
involvement with the game
through the fledgling
Referees’ Association and
went on to cultivate links with
soccer at the highest level in
an attempt to raise whistling
standards.

As John MacKenzie has
already said, Willie Batchen
simply seems to have been
there forever.

Judgment
Not everyone agreed with

Willie, who was never shy of
expressing trenchant views.
Whatever one’s views of his
opinions, there was one thing
sure.

Willie’s judgment and de-
liberations were always sin-
cerely delivered and they
came from the heart. There
has never been his like, and
surely we will never see his
like again. He will be sadly
missed and the shinty com-
munity is much the poorer for
his passing.

However, it is not just the
shinty community, which
will mourn the loss of a great
man and a kenspeckle figure.
Much was made at his
funeral of the man’s
humanity, humour and faith.
A guiding light to many, his
sense of justice and fair play,
and in particular his empathy
with the less fortunate and
under - privileged were an
enduring hallmark

In his latter years he was a
well-known figure in the
hospitals and homes of the
Highland capital and beyond,
the life and soul of many a
lively exchange with ‘older
folk’, many of whom were,
in fact, of lesser vintage.

Contributed
Batchen, who was also a

Justice of the Peace in his
home village of Foyers and
contributed massively to the
community on the shores of
Loch Ness-side through
various charitable endeavours
such as the Knockie Trust,
was pre-deceased by his
beloved wife of 44 years,
Morag, in 1988 and is
survived by a brother Alistair,
daughter Kathleen, grand-
children and great grand-
children.

His funeral service was held
in Inshes Church in Inverness
on Friday, December 30 and
Willie was then laid to rest in
Foyers Burial Ground.

The scene was one of
absolute tranquility, and a
fitting end to a great life,
evoking the words of a poem
‘Knockie’ composed by the
man himself in 1942, the last
lines of which are:
‘The sun was sinking in the West,
On Knockie streaked its parting
rays,

The thrush was singing at its best,
‘Oh’ dreams and memories of
sweet days.’

I’ll be coming home to Bunessan before Epiphany and
the feast of the Magi (January 6).

For three months I’ve been living in a small town on the
West Bank (the Occupied Palestinian Territories) as a vol-
unteer, observing what goes on at a check-point where
farmers go to work on their land.

I am disturbed and deeply grieved about the way that
unjust and ugly things are being done with impunity in
this land that we call ‘Holy’.

I’ve listened to people telling their own stories, of bru-
tal treatment from soldiers, of losing their homes and of
deep disappointment when they’d hoped for political
change.

But while here I’ve seen the seasons change; have
glimpsed God’s goodness in the abundance of fruit on
these farms - olives and avocados, oranges and clemen-
tines - and have helped to pick them.

I’ve also seen God at work in the hospitality and kind-
ness of the farmers and poor people who are our neigh-
bours here.

I have tasted fresh bread baked in a back-yard oven,
have talked about prayer while planting beans, and have
watched a mother swaddle her baby so he feels safe as
she carries him down the dusty street.

After experiences like this, I can never be the same. I’m
reminded of the Magi who followed a star, and found a
confusing and unjust political situation, and also found a
new-born baby, living in poverty.

They offered their gifts, and worshipped God who they
glimpsed in that child, then (to avoid Herod) ‘went home
by another way’.

They must have been changed men.
What did they do when they arrived back home?
In response to what I’ve seen and heard and felt, what

can I do?
Jan Sutch Pickard

Coming back by

another way

Thought for the Week

FOR THE BLIND

CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC

TUITION AT THE ROYAL

SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH

Please give your financial

support by donation, deed of

covenant or legacy

Please send to Appeals

Department, Highland

Arts Effort, Royal Blind

Asylum School, P.O. Box

500, Gillespie Crescent,

Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Fighting Cancer

on all fronts . . .

CRC Scotland spends
more on research than
any other organisation

Commitment of over

£15 million each year

Cancer Research UK  Scotland

Suite 1/1, Unit 4 Blair Court

Clydebank Business Park

Clydebank, G81 2LA

CHARITY
DONATIONS



Sport
SPORTS DESK � 01631 568000  Fax 01631 568001  e-mail sport@obantimes.co.uk  website www.obantimes.co.uk

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, January 5, 2005

are listed below with differences
for major ports listed beneath.

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date am pm
Thur        03.18  0.9   09.24     3.8    15.58     1.2    21.35     3.3
Fri    04.11 1.0 1752 1.6 16.52 1.4 22.30  3.1
Sat            05.09   1.2     11.27    3.4     17.52     1.6     23.38      3.0
Sun          06.14   1.4    ****    ***     12.52     3.2    18.56       1.7
Mon      01.05  2.9  07.28  1.6   14.14  3.2  20.04    1.7
Tues         02.24    3.0     08.49    1.6    15.22     3.2    21.07       1.6
Wed           03.25    3.2    10.00     1.6    16.55       3.5    22.47        1.4
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

the weather

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen  2.00

Sponsored by
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Thursday, January 5
Will be mainly dry with sunny spells. Winds will be

moderate southerly.
Temperatures 0ºC to 4ºC.

Friday, January 6
Will be cloudy with light rain or drizzle

at times.
Winds will be moderate southerly.

Temperatures 2ºC to 6ºC.

Saturday and Sunday
Saturday and Sunday are expected to be dry with

sunny spells. Winds will be moderate to fresh southerly
on Sunday.

Temperatures 2ºC to 6ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist - Moderate

Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above
Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tides

Friday

3

SPORTSDESK

01631 568000

Fort

lose

again

Robert Wright completes a try in the friendly touch rugby match last week, in preparation for Oban’s
huge league test this week at home to Marr. t01lrc02

Beauly triumph

in Lovat Cup

Rugby

Runners setting off on New Year’s Day in the Aonach Mor Uphill.  Davie Rodgers, to the right of the picture, made it two festive
race wins in a row as he came home first and set a record time of 22 minutes and 42 seconds.  David had also won the Cruim
Leacainn Hill Race on Boxing Day.  A record 94 runners entered and Nicola Meekin was the first female home in a time of 30

minutes and 31 seconds. f01am03d

THE OBAN Lorne playing
squad began preparations
for their next league game,
by taking part in a touch
friendly match last Satur-
day.

The Oban side take on a
huge challenge when they
face league leaders Marr
from Troon, this Saturday at

Oban gear up for tough Marr test

Glencruitten. This is fre-
quently a tough fixture as
Marr have probably the best
back division in the league
with great pace in most po-
sitions.

They have also strength-
ened their squad this year

with the addition of players
with top flight experience.
A testing game is expected
with the home side looking
to gain revenge on Marr,
following their heavy 40-18
defeat in Troon earlier in the
season.

Oban Lorne should be at
full strength boosted by the
availability of the Smith
brothers, bringing a wel-
come headache for coach
Billy Thompson.

The game will have a 2pm
kick-off with a large crowd
expected for this important
league match.

20

20

Shinty

BEAULY clinched victory in
the Lovat cup final on Mon-
day, even though they drew
the final with Lovat.

The rules stipulate that if
the final is a draw the hold-
ers are declared the winners.

Beauly converted a contro-
versial late penalty to tie the
game up at 2-2 on the snow-
covered Balgate Park to se-
cure the win.

Around 1,300 spectators at-
tended the final which is re-
nowned for its passion and
rivalry.

Shinty
FORT William’s Camanachd
Cup winning captain Gary
Innes was runner up in Radio
Nan Gaidheal’s Sport
Achievement of the Year
Award 2005.

Gary polled an impressive
8,805 votes just behind
Lewis’s Lochs FC who polled
9,104 votes.

Western Isles athletes Iain
MacCorquodale and Alasdair
Dunlop were third and fourth
respectively.

Fort's captain

second in poll

Shinty

Kinlochleven

plan for final

Football

A KINLOCHLEVEN High
School football team is look-
ing forward to a final at the
end of this month.

The school’s S2/S3 boys
team, who were crowned
South Highland Champions
last year, will meet the North
Highland Champions in
Drumnadrochit.

Problems with ground
maintenance at the Island
Park, has seen the school’s
boys and girls, S1 to S6 teams
play away from home most of
the time.

FORT WILLIAM’S new
year began as the last one
ended, with yet another de-
feat which left them still
chasing their first points of
the season.

Fort travelled to Inverurie
to try and put an end to their
disastrous run, but came out
on the losing end once again
as they were beaten 2-0.

Fort manager Rab
Mulheron remained posi-
tive and insisted the team
put in a good performance.

He said: ‘We played really
well and we silenced their
fans because we dictated the
play.

‘We were heavily beaten
the last time we visited here,
and they had a 700 strong
crowd expecting the same
again.

‘I asked the players to give
me a performance and not
allow another heavy defeat,
and they looked glad the
game was over at the end.’

It was a frantic start to the
first half and within just
sixty seconds the home side
thought they had scored.

Andy Roddie’s through
ball put Stuart McKay in the
clear, but he failed to take
full advantage with his shot
stricking the base of the
post.

Inverurie did take the lead
mid-way through the first
half when a Neil McLean
cross was met by Ally
Graham. He knocked the
ball down to Roddie who
turned and fired into the net
from 12 yards.

With three minutes re-

maining in the first half Fort
had their best chance of an
equaliser.

Jonathan Hewitt found
himself clean through on
the Inverurie goal, his inde-
cision was sensed though by
goalkeeper Stewart Gray,
who did well to gather at the
youngsters feet.

The deciding goal for the
Locos came towards the end
of the second half, when
Stuart McKay finally got on
the score sheet.

Andy Roddie went by his
marker and crossed for Ross
to power a header back for
McKay, who nodded into
McRitchie’s net

Even though Fort William
have conceded 70 goals in
only 16 games, and man-
aged to find the net just
seven times, the manager is
refusing to panic.

He said: ‘We have made
three or four good chances
in the match, and it just
wont go in for us at the mo-
ment.

‘Perhaps if young
Jonathan Hewitt had been a
little more experienced he
would have taken his
chance, and we would have
been right in the game at
half time.’

Fort’s next game is an-
other tough fixture away to
mid-table Cove Rangers.

Mulheron has denied they
will be hoping for just a
point out of that game.

He said: ‘If we play like
that again next week we
have an excellent chance of
winning against Cove.’

Football

Saints travel to the Borders

on Scottish Cup duty

IT WILL be an early start
on Saturday morning for
the Oban Saints party as
they get back in action
against Borders league
side Ancrum in the third
round Scottish Cup replay.
The game will take place

in Ancrum, near Jedburgh,
kick-off 1 pm with referee
Jim Laird from Prestwick
in charge.
The game has to be fin-

ished on the day, so extra
time and penalties, if re-
quired, will decide who
goes into the next round.
A home game in the

fourth round against
Falkirk team Gilston Park
awaits the winners of Sat-
urday's match.
Manager Iain Jackson

hopes to have a full squad
to choose from for this

important fixture.
The club would like to

thank local businessman
Angus MacPhee of AMP
Electrical Services for
sponsoring the travel costs
for the trip to Ancrum.
Further information on

Oban Saints is available on
www.obansaintsafc.co.uk
Saturday's fixtures in-

volving Argyll teams:
Scottish Cup - Campbel-
town Pupils v Viewfield
Rovers; Ancrum v Oban
Saints. Premier Division
One - Port Glasgow OBU
v Dunoon. Premier Divi-
sion Two - Campbeltown
Boys v Clydebank Col-
lege. Division One - Loch-
gilphead Red Star v St
Patrick's FP 'B'. Division
Two - Millerston Thistle v
Tarbert.

Group members up for awards

Football Development
OBAN Football Develop-
ment Group held their De-
cember monthly meeting in
Atlantis Leisure where the
following points were dis-
cussed.
Argyll and Bute Football

Development Officer Dylan
Kerr,  the former Leeds
United and Kilmarnock de-
fender announced that
Group chairman David
Buchanan had been nomi-
nated for the Scottish Foot-
ball Association and Sunday
Mail award for best volun-
teer in adult football; Group
secretary David Mitchell
was nominated for best vol-
unteer coach; Thomas Sharp

Football

for best primary school
coaching programme and
Iain Alexander for best vol-
unteer in child football.
The Argyll and Bute re-

gional squad (under 13)
were beaten 3-0 by
Inverclyde with local boys
Aiden Harris and Craig
Wright performaing well.
A meeting for all coaches

in Argyll was held at
Inveraray recently when a
number of topics involving
football in Argyll and Bute
was discussed.
Iain Alexander and Rab

MacDonald paid a visit to a

coaches in-service day at
Ross County's Victoria park,
Dingwall in December.
Thirty coaches from Ross
County's partnership were
in attendance.
The Scottish Football As-

sociation's Quality Mark
was discussed and Iain Al-
exander issued members
with an idea of how the
group might tackle the
Quality Mark question.
Oban 03 were still in dis-

cussion whether to join a
league or not next season.
David Buchanan and Iain

Alexander held a meeting

with Angus MacPhee of
AMP Electrical Services,
main sponsor of the Oban
FC primary tournament and
it was agreed that Oban
Football  Development
Group would help in the
running of the competition
this year.
Unfortunatley a First Aid

in Sport course organised by
Fiona Livingstone had to be
cancelled due to lack of
numbers.
David Paterson informed

the Group that Dumbarton
FC were going to bring
Under 12s and Under 13s to
Oban on either January 15
or 22.

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box) � The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you

may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the

rules.

How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 5PY

Last week’s shinty ball was here . . .

All you have to do

We have removed the shinty

ball from the photograph

opposite.  Now look carefully

at the position of the players

and use your skill and

judgment to place a cross at

the exact point where you

think the centre of the ball was.

You may have a maximum of

20 attempts on this coupon at

a cost of £1.  If you wish to

have more attempts, you must

enter on separate coupons.

The game starts with a

jackpot of £500 and will

increase by £50 per week until

it is won outright.  To win the

jackpot, the centre of your

cross must be in the exact

centre of the ball.  Prizes will

be shared between those

submitting correct entries.

If no correct entry is

received, two ‘near miss’

prizes of £25 will be awarded.

When the jackpot is won, no

other prizes will be awarded

that week.

Easy to enter

Cut out your completed

coupon and put your entry

plus £1 postal order or cheque

per 20 attempts into a sealed

envelope and post it to reach

"Spot the Shinty Ball"

Competition, The Oban Times,

PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34

5PY by 12 noon on Tuesday.

  You may hand it into The

Oban Times Head Office,

Lochavullin, Oban by the

same time.  Otherwise all

entries must be posted.

Competition Rules

No responsibility will be accepted for

entries which are delayed, mislaid or

lost, and proof of posting cannot be

accepted as proof of delivery.

The Company’s decision is final on all

matters relating to the competition and

no correspondence will be entered into.

The final decision rests with the

Company.

In the event of more than one correct

entry, the jackpot will be shared equally

between all winning entries. Any

decision regarding the  awarding of a

prize is entirely at the discretion of the

Company.

The Company reserves the right to

declare the competition null and void

at any time, subject to its discretion and

to make full refund of the price of the

coupon to any person who has entered

the competition at that time.

Employees of The Oban Times

Limited, their immediate relatives and

any person otherwise connected with

the competition are ineligible to enter.

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT

£1,750WINWIN

This week’s nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25, are:  David Holyoake, 12 Texa Crescent, Port
Ellen and Mr M Fairbairn, 43 Carn Dearg Road, Fort William

‘Spot the‘Spot the‘Spot the‘Spot the‘Spot the

Shinty Ball’Shinty Ball’Shinty Ball’Shinty Ball’Shinty Ball’

in The Oban Times

‘Spot the‘Spot the‘Spot the‘Spot the‘Spot the

Shinty Ball’Shinty Ball’Shinty Ball’Shinty Ball’Shinty Ball’

Competition
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