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‘U-turn’ on ()ban Bay

‘keep the door wide open’ for a trust a harbour revision order. But Argyll prepared to be the harbour authorit
Glen I-onan g{iéigizm,\leifwk portl.3 P and Bute Harbour Board chairn?ayn, Ifjorll)mmanaged sections of the bay. !
author celebrates — A council officers’ report had rec- Councillor Rory Colville, moved an The motion was unanimously agreed
Argyll and Bute Council is to become ommended the authority engaged amendment saying the council’s pre- at the board’s virtual meeting on

Iitera ry honour the harbour authority for Oban Bayand  with Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd  ferred option would be the council tak- ~ Thursday December 2.
its approaches over a bid by CalMac’s (CMAL) to determine which of the ing over the bay as a unitary municipal Council officials said a move towards

® See page 26 for more national owner CMAL, and says it will

two parties would be best to apply for

port. He also said the council should be

Continued on page 2.
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Gallanach Road reopens after
loose rock removed from cliff

by Kathie Griffiths

kgriffiths@obantimes.co.uk

Gallanach Road in Oban is
open to through traffic again.

Ballachulish-based Geo-
Rope completed removal of
unstable rocks from the cliff
on Wednesday December 1
and the giant boulder and
debris left on the road after last
month’s rockfall was cleared
the next day.

Project manager and Geo-
Rope company director Niall
McLean told The Oban Times
it took five days to set up the
specialist equipment to bring
down the loose rock but just
six seconds for it to hit the
ground.

Remote-controlled jacks
were used to lever 70 tonnes of
rock away from the cliff face,
with a cable and nets wrapped
round the rocks to guide them
down and avoid the cottage
below where Jennifer Shaw
has lived for 23 years. She had
to move out until the area was
made safe enough for her to
return. Three huge boulders

Geo-Rope specialists at work above Gallanach Road.

crashed down from the cliff
on Friday November 5 with
one blocking the road, another
landing in Ms Shaw’s garden
and one near the foreshore.

Noone was hurt in the early
morning incident but a school
bus and a works van were
nearby at the time.

The road had to be shut
because of fears more loose
rock could fall and, until last
week, access to Kerrera ferry
had to be via the roundabout

at the fire station to Glengallan
Road, McKelvie Road and
Glenshellach Road.

Mr McLean said: ‘It’s as safe
as it was before the initial
rockfall. It’s not to say nothing
else will come down but we
have removed the loose bits off
from area. That whole coastal
area all the way through Oban
is prone to falls.

View Geo-Rope’s footage of
the rock removal at youtube/
BwYhAPPtYuw

U-turn on Oban Bay

Continued from page 1.
a ‘trust port’ model could be
possible in the future.

Executive director Kirsty
Flanagan said: ‘We are not
suggesting ruling out a trust
port option. It is about taking
the fairest approach to Oban
Bay. There is an element of con-
sensus in the correspondence.
People want a clear and safe
operation, and phase one will
deliver that. The second point
is that people want a harbour
fit for purpose and a significant
asset. Phase one will also deliv-
er that.

‘People also want a trust
option to be further examined,
and phase two will address
that, but the recommendations
today are designed to allow
these things all to happen in a
managed way.

Councillor Colville said: ‘Tt
seems to me that there is more
preference for the council
to take things forward as a
harbour authority. There does
seem to be a real concern that
the council favours the CMAL
approach. That is not the case.

The volunteer group pro-

gressing the trust port option,
the Oban Community Harbour
Development Association
(OCHDA), expressed ‘surprise’
and ‘disappointment’ at the
council’s ‘u-turn’, which ‘failed
to recognise the trust port
option is not only the safest
but also the most advanced in
preparation’.

‘No discussion of the
consequences or the
timescale was possible’

OCHDA’s chairman John
MacAlister said the report
did not consider the options’
impacts on Oban, nor recog-
nised OCHDA’s preparatory
work ‘totalling 36,000 words’,
he said, including a draft
Harbour Order and support-
ing documents.

‘The board was told that
the quickest way to get a new
harbour authority was by
either CMAL or A&BC taking
control, but no evidence was
presented to support this.

‘Then,  despite  repeated

public statements by officers
that the council lacked the
skills and had no plan to run a
municipal port, the council re-
port to the board was changed
during the meeting, without
any warning, to recommend-
ing the municipal port as the
preferred option.

‘Though superficially wel-
come, no discussion of the
consequences or the timescale
was possible.

‘Council officers have not
started work at all on the
council’s ‘preferred option’
and do not plan to do so until
after the next meeting of the
Oban Bay Management Group
in January, losing another
month unnecessarily.

‘If this is as urgent as they
said why haven’t they started
on the work?

‘OCHDA will not give up
the argument: Oban Harbour
should be run as a trust port.
It will be best for Oban, its
hinterland and the island com-
munities served from here,
best for all the water users and
other stakeholders and, in the
end, best for the council’

To view the menu please visit
www.obanmanorhouse.com/festive-season-menus/
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Royal Mail lets down hospice

by Kathie Griffiths

kgriffiths@obantimes.co.uk

Anyone who missed making
dedications for this year’s
Light Up A Life Remembrance
Book can still have their loved
ones added.

Friends of Oban Hospice
were greatly let down and
disappointed by Royal Mail
this year after dedication
form leaflets failed to make it
through everyone’s letterboxes
in time - despite the charity,
with support from the town’s
Rotary Club, paying £800 for
the delivery service.

Every year Friends of Oban
Hospice sends out the leaflets
via the post in time for a light-
up ceremony of a tree outside
the Corran Halls. The names
of loved ones missed, especial-
ly at this poignant time of year,
along with special dedications
are recorded in a special book.

Now in its 16th year, Light
Up A Life is one of the hos-
pice’s biggest fundraisers on
the calendar and was needed
as a boost more than ever in
2021 to fill the gaping financial

hole left by Covid. An official
complaint to Royal Mail is
being made but the complaints

procedure requires  being
provided with all the addresses
and postcodes that have been
missed.

After being contacted by The
Oban Times, a Royal Mail
spokesperson said: ‘The vast
majority of mail is delivered
safely and on time. We aim to
deliver to all addresses we have
mail for, six days a week.

‘In the Oban area, we have
been experiencing some delays

to service due to resourcing is-
sues and high levels of sickness
absence. We are working hard
to get our levels of service back
to normal as soon as possible.
‘We would like to apologise
to this customer if they did
not receive the high quality
service our customers expect
and deserve. We will be getting
in touch with them directly to
discuss the matter further.’
Speaking before Tuesday
evening’s event, Anne May
from Friends of Oban Hospice
said: ‘It’s a great disappoint-

The 2021 Light Up A Life
service was held at the
Corran Halls on Tuesday
evening. Photograph: Peter Darling

ment we have been let down by
Royal Mail after paying £800
to get the dedication leaflets
delivered.

Tt’s one of our biggest
fundraisers of the year. I feel
we have let people down. The
reactions of people when they
see the book and their loved
ones in it, is very emotional. It
is special to so many people, it
means so much.

T have not had my form
through the post and know
of lots of others who have said
the same. We have regular
entries with dedications every
year and I'm very much aware
many of these are missing.
One woman stopped me in the
street to ask when Light Up A
Life was happening. We have
done everything possible to let
people know.

Tve complained twice [to
Royal Mail] so far but the
complaints procedure requires

from me every address and
postcode that has been missed.
They make it very difficult.

Royal Mail asked The Oban
Times to provide more details
so it could fully investigate.

Representatives from the
hospice were in Tesco earlier
this week handing out dedi-
cation forms to shoppers in a
bid to reach some of those who
have not had them in the post.

Even though the book was
printed, ready for this week’s
ceremony - it will be updated
with late dedications, said Mrs
May.

‘Anyone who has not received
their leaflet in the post can get
in touch with us and we will
update the book.

‘We know it means so much
to people.

‘People can pick up the
forms from The Dove Centre
in Stevenson Street or I will
personally go and hand-deliv-
er the leaflets to anyone who
cannot make it themselves,
some people are quite elderly,
she added.

The Dove Centre can be
contacted on 01631 561315.

or

Twins charged
with murder
of cyclist Tony

Twin brothers from Argyll
and Bute have been charged
with the murder of charity
cyclist Tony Parsons.

Alexander and Robert
McKellar, aged 30, were also
charged with attempting to
defeat the ends of justice when
they appeared at Dumbarton
Sheriff Court on Thursday
December 2.

Mr Parsons, from
Tillicoultry, was last seen
during a bike ride in
September 2017 outside the
Bridge of Orchy Hotel in
Argyll and Bute. His body was
discovered in a remote area of
ground close to a farm near
the A82 at Bridge of Orchy on
Tuesday January 12, 2021.

The brothers were further
charged with conspiracy to
murder Mr Parsons.

Alexander McKellar was
also individually charged
with causing serious injury by
dangerous driving.

The two men made no plea
and were committed for
further examination and
remanded in custody.

CHRISTMAS DEALS FROM US

TO THE PEOPLE OF OBAN

RATIRITT |Qm’éw’

" / Bk . W
?\ TAKEAWAY DEALS SIT IN PARTY DEAL SIT IN CURRY DEALS :
Deal 1 Party Deal for 1 Curry Deal for 1 *
Any 9" Pizza, 1 Peri Chicken Wrap, 1 Fries, 1 Mozzarella Sticks, 2 Cans of Pepsi Any Chicken Meal Veg Pakora, Chicken Curry, Korma OR Bhoona, Rice OR Nan
£11.99 £5.50 £9.99
i Deal 2 Party Deal for 2 Curry Deal for 2
» Any 2 9" Pizzas, 5 Peri Peri Wings or Strips, 1 Peri Peri Chicken Rice Box, 2 Fries, 2 Any 2 Chicken Meals Mixed Pakora, Any 2 Chicken Curries, 1 Rice, 1 Plain or Garlic :
2 Cans of Pepsi £9.99 Nan _ :-’.-‘
* £19.99 £16.99
(Lamb +£1 per dish)
Deal 3 Party Deal for 3 Curry Deal for 3
> 1 Full Peri Peri Chicken, Any 12" Pizza, 5 Fried Strips or Wings, 4 Peri Peri Chicken Any 9" Pizza + Any 2 Chicken Large Mixed Pakora, Any 3 Chicken Curries, 3 Rice and 1 Plain
4 Thigh, Peri Chips, Mozzarella Sticks and 2 x 2L Pepsi Meals or Garlic Nan
£19.99 £14.99 £26.99
(Lamb +£1 per dish)
Deal 4 Party Deal for 4 Curry Deal for 4
Any 2 12" Pizzas, 1 Peri Peri infused Donner Kebab, 3 Fried Drumsticks, 2 x Potato Any 2 9" Pizzas + Any 2 Chicken Large Mixed Starter Plate, Any 4 Chicken Curries, 2 Rice & 2
Wedges and 2 Cans of Pepsi Meals Plain or Garlic Nan, and 4 Chocolate Fudge Cake Slices
£21.99 £19.99 £39.99 :
S Deal 5 Party Deal for 6 KIDS DEALS Kb
Fa7i|  9”Pizza, 5 Peri Peri Strips and 5 Wings, Peri Chicken Quesadilla, 2 x Onion Rings, 2 Any 2 12" Pizzas, Any 2 Chicken Kids Party Deal 1 o 55
5 x Fries, Meals + 2 Peri Fries Chips, Chicken Nuggets, Onion Rings & Mozzarella Sticks with : -}'
2 x Chicken Nuggets £26.99 a Small Ice Cream Shake
2 x 500ml Pepsi £5.99
£23.99
Deal 6 Party Deal for 8 Kids Party Deal 2
Peri Peri Chicken Burger, Fried Chicken Burger, 5 Peri Peri Wings or Strips, 1 Full Peri Peri Chicken, Any 2 12" Any Chicken, Beef or Cheese Burger with Chips and Onion
Chicken Quesadilla or Burrito, 1 Peri Chicken Rice Box, 2 Fries, 2 Peri Chips, 2 Spicy | Pizzas, Any 2 Chicken Meals + Any Rings with a Small Ice Cream Shake
Rice, 2 x 2L Pepsi 2 Sides £5.99
£23.99 £34.99

95-97 George Street 01631 565786 Order online @ www.mondoperiperi.co.uk
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Hamish Isaac
receives his
charcuterie
board from
Victory Hall
committee
member
Maimie
Cattanach.

Last night at the
Palladium for Hamish

Victory  Hall  president
Hamish Isaac is retiring from
his hectic Highland life to take
up a more tranquil position
among the rolling hills of the
Borders, writes Fiona Scott.

But before he escapes, his
friends at the Benderloch
Palladium wanted to mark his
tenure at the venue and have
presented him with an Argyll
Oak charcuterie board made
by local wood crafter Dirk
Campbell.

A retired dentist, Hamish
has been on the Hall commit-
tee for around 10 years, seven
of which he has served as pres-
ident. He and his wife Jane
also ran the Argyll Carriage

Driving branch of the Riding
for the Disabled Association.

The presentation was made
by Maimie Cattanach and
the committee joined Joy
Cameron in thanking Hamish
for his steady hand on the hall
tiller over the past decade.

‘Hamish and Jane will both
be greatly missed, said Joy.

‘In his time as president,
Hamish has steered us
through challenging times,
as well as his hard work in
creating the opportunities
for the future refurbishment
and longevity of the Victory
Hall, all the while having a
smile on his face and an easy
manner.

Collective leadership is new
name for cluster school plan

by Kathie Griffiths

kgriffiths@obantimes.couk

Argyll and Bute Council
has launched a new website
explaining its proposals for
cluster schools — now calling it
‘collective leadership’.

The website at www.
EmpoweringOurEducators.
co.uk invites parents, carers
and residents across Argyll
and Bute to take a look, take it
all in and have a say.

Scotland’s largest teaching
union EIS calculates that
under the proposed changes
around 80 current headteacher
posts could become just 14.

The website includes a short
film and gives details to down-
load as part of a consultation
giving people the chance to
influence the proposals as
they are developed, says the
council.

According to the council,
toolkits to run consultations

Treat yourself to
. the ultimate gift
» sthis Christmas...

Sy

Create space to entertain and reconnect with
loved ones. Order a Cairngorm Kitchen today!

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

Inverness | Elgin | Thurso f W

Credit is subject to application and status. Terms and conditions apply.
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. [Cairngorm Conservatories/Kitchens/Windows*] is a trading style of Inverness
Glass Company Limited, Longman Drive, Inverness, IV1 1S (FRN 916751) who act a credit broker offering credit only from Hitachi Capital (UK) PLC

Cairngorm
{ Group

tougher.warmer.smarter

have been sent to all com-
munity councils and parent
councils in Argyll and Bute so
they can hold their own feed-
back sessions and report back
— the deadline for responses is
Friday February 4.

But lobbying group
WISE4ALL says it is not a true
consultation.

‘This is assertions to
which we are asked to
agree or disagree.

“This is a series of assertions
to which we are asked to
agree or disagree, said a
spokesperson.

The group says it has been
made aware that many
teachers have not received
the toolkit pack, some parent
councils have also indicated
problems in receiving it — an
issue hopefully now resolved.

A WISE4ALL spokesper-
son told Mull Community
Council during a recent

Zoom presentation: ‘What we

want is fair, open, inclusive,
evidence-based consultation.
Consultation that records and
respects all views, does not
harm and is risk assessed.’

Argyll and Bute Council has
engaged marketing agency
Stand to help with the consul-
tation on education changes
- the contract value is £23,180
excluding VAT. That informa-
tion was revealed after Kintyre
and Islands councillor Alastair
Redman asked the question on
behalf of constituents.

He said he does not support
proposed executive headships,
saying it would be a ‘negative’
change. He continued: “There
are huge worries about how
schools will operate effectively
in the delivery, quality, and
equity of education in Argyll
and Bute if these changes are
enacted.

‘Argyll and Bute Council are
currently employing an out-
side marketing agency to con-
sult teachers, school staff and
the communities they serve on
this proposal. However, many
who I have spoken to feel that

this is something that’s already
done and this exercise is
about selling this proposal to
the communities rather than
genuinely seeking views.

‘Tt has been said by many
people that at the root of this
is a cost-cutting exercise which
will create a difficult and une-
qual education service across
the varied geography of Argyll
and Bute.

Speaking about the current
consultation, the council’s
policy lead for education
Councillor Yvonne McNeilly
said the best outcomes for
young people are at the heart
of all the council’s work.

She said: “We are a council
thatlistens to our communities
and this proactive engagement
programme is at the core of
our decision-making.’

The council says falling pupil
numbers and challenges in
recruiting staff are behind pro-
posals for the new ‘collective’
model for school leadership
which would empower schools
to work more effectively to-
gether and share resources.

Work starts to

Work has started on totally
removing a causeway built
without permission between
Luing and Torsa, writes Kathie
Griffiths.

Rock has been removed from
the top of the causeway follow-
ing an instruction by Marine
Scotland to reinstate the pas-
sageway flowing between the
two islands to what it was.

A spokesperson for the
Scottish  Government said:
‘Work is continuing on the
Luing Torsa causeway. The
person responsible is carry-
ing out remediation works
which are monitored by the
Scottish Government’s Marine
Scotland directorate officials,
to ensure the site is restored to
the condition in which it was
before the activity occurred.

Marine Scotland visited the

site after receiving objections
from boating and island com-
munities who complained the
1.4m structure was blocking a
well-used route, popular and
well-known with water-users
including kayakers - the shel-
tered route features in Argyll’s
Sea Kayak Trail.

There were also concerns the
new causeway could change
tidal times, silt up the passage
area and affect seaweed growth
and wildlife in Ardinamir Bay
and Cuan Cove, as well as force
kayakers and boats out into
rougher waters in bad weather
on the outer side of Torsa.

Campaigners lobbying for
its removal said work carried
out recently had made only a
‘nominal change’.

Calls from some island
residents and water-users who

Work starts

to return the
passage between
Luing and Torsa to
how it was before
a causeway was
built on an exist-
ing ford without
permission.

remove Causewady

regularly navigate the passage
repeated demands for Marine
Scotland to use its powers to
call for immediate complete
restoration of the natural
seabed by removing the newly
quarried stone obstruction be-
fore a serious incident occurred.

Some stone was removed
from the top of the causeway
last month and deposited
on the Luing bank towards
Ardinamir below the high
water mark but at that time
had made no significant dif-
ference to navigation over the
obstruction, except narrowed
the passage at high water, said
campaigners.

Archie Cadzow from the
landowning Cadzow family on
Luing said: ‘Everything is be-
ing done with Marine Scotland
and NatScot approval.
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by Kathie Griffiths

kgriffiths@obantimes.co.uk

Oban’s bid to become
Scotland’s eighth city is in.

Over the past couple of
months Argyll and Bute
Council has been running a
campaign to rally support for
the bid and boost its chances
of success.

Yesterday (Wednesday
December 8) was the deadline
to submit the bid as part of an
initiative marking The Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee in 2022.

If the bid wins, an applica-
tion will also be prepared to
consider Oban as a City of
Culture in 2029.

Fergus Murray, head of
development and economic
growth, said: ‘Oban can be
proud of the loyalty, affection
and ambition so many people
have for it.

‘This has been clear in the
support we've received for
bidding to bring city status to
Oban.

‘From young people at Oban
High School, to members of

the public generally, and from
businesses to local politicians
- people have taken steps to
show their support in different
ways.

‘Our bid application high-
lights that Oban in effect acts
already as a city for surround-
ing island and rural mainland
communities, for example

by providing services - from
health to education and retail
- or transport connections to
and from the area.

‘Bidding for city status is in
partabout securing support for
Oban in this role by opening
up new routes for funding. It’s
also about creating new oppor-
tunities for economic growth

that will benefit everyone. We
have some stiff competition, in
Scotland and across the UK,
for city status. We’ll find out
the result in February.

‘Thanks to everyone who
played a part in trying to win
this for Oban. Given its impor-
tant role in Argyll and Bute,
and the wider area, Oban must

Oban makes city bid

Bonny Oban Bay is
city-worthy.

be a strong contender.’

Argyll & Bute MP Brendan
O’Hara also gave his backing
for the city status bid in
parliament.

The MP put forward a par-
liamentary motion saying he
believed it would bring greater
investment into the town and
the surrounding area.

‘Not only does Oban act as an
important transit point for tens
of thousands of visitors every
year, it’s also an important
seat of learning for more than
1,000 students at the Scottish
Association ~ for ~ Marine
Science and the University of
the Highlands and Islands, as
well as being at the forefront
of pioneering aquaculture
innovation including the new
Seaweed Academy, he said.

The MP said he wished Oban
well in its bid and hoped city
status may also help reverse
the area’s declining population
as people realise the town has
so much to offer.

or

POLICE FILES

I Between 8.40am and
10.15am on Thursday No-
vember 25 at George Street,
Oban, a man allegedly acted
in a threatening and abusive
manner towards a man and a
woman. The 41-year-old man
was subsequently charged
and was due to appear at
Oban Sheriff Court.

ll At 2pm on Sunday Novem-
ber 28 at an address in Lora
View, North Connel, a man
allegedly assaulted a woman.
When police attended the
28-year-old allegedly resisted
arrested. He was charged and
was due to appear at Oban
Sheriff Court.

l At 2.30pm on Tuesday
November 30 at Jane Road,
Dunbeg, a man allegedly
acted in a threatening
manner towards a woman,
placing her in a state of fear
and alarm. The 48-year-old
was charged and a report
sent to the Procurator Fiscal.
ll At 11pm on Friday Decem-
ber 3 at Oban Railway Station,
Oban, a man allegedly
behaved in a threatening
manner and assaulted a
woman. The 25-year-old was
charged and is due to appear
at Oban Sheriff Court.

Let’s stop the spike.

NHSinform.scot/testing

~ Awee
' reminder.
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Around Oban

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Another  hectic  weekend
is over and I'm in full-on
Christmas mode now thanks
to Spotlight's pantomime,
Treasure Island, which I saw
on Saturday. It was fantastic
and I can’t praise everyone
involved in the production
highly enough.

My weekend was then
topped off by a visit to the
Christmas Tree Festival at
St Conan’s Kirk in Lochawe.
Fifty groups had entered trees
and the work and imagina-
tion which had gone into their
entries was incredible, as was
the church itself. I came away
singing  Christmas carols
full of Christmas spirit (the
non-alcoholic kind).

It's now time to fully im-
merse myself in Christmas
preparation, starting with
my shopping which as usual
I'll be doing locally. I always
manage to find what I need in
Oban’s shops and really enjoy
the whole experience of being
able wander round and get
help where I need it, and if 'm
really lucky what I've selected
will even be gift wrapped for
me.

WHERE IS THIS?

Call me old fashioned but I
really enjoy seeing, smelling
and feeling the gifts I'm
shopping for. I know exactly
what I'm getting and don’t
have to worry about when it
will arrive or whether it will
even resemble what I ordered.

This year it's even more
important that we support
our local businesses if we can
— they’re here for us all year
round and if we want that to
continue then now is the time
to show them some love.

If you struggle to fit in time
to go shopping, then Thursday
night is your lucky night, with
many shops staying open later
than usual to help you and
make the experience a bit less
stressful.

Last week’s photograph was
of the corner between M&Co
and Semichem. This week it
might be a bit harder as it is
an interior shot.

Lifeline bridge

needs repaired

Bulges appearing in a lifeline
bridge could cut off island
communities, writes Kathie
Griffiths.

Concerns are increasing that
the state of Kilninver bridge is
getting worse.

A long-time bulge on the left
of the bridge in the Oban direc-
tion is getting bigger, and more
stones are now missing from it.

Easdale and Seil Community
Council are getting more com-
plaints and have flagged it up to
Argyll and Bute Council both
in the past and now.

Council engineers who have
checked the bridge have said
there is no problem.

Zim Knight, convener of
Easdale and Seil Community
Council, said: “There’s been
a bulge there for ages but it is
getting worse. We have had a
number of people contact us
worried about it.

‘Recently they’ve been dig-

ging up that part of the road
putting cables in and the bulge
has got bigger, stones and bits
are falling out.

‘We have been told the
council has checked it out and
it is fine but we are wanting to
know when it was last checked.

‘We understand they are go-
ing to go back and have another
look.

Mr Knight said if the bridge

closed communities on the
Seil side would be temporarily
‘stuck’.

He added: ‘There is an
emergency plan in place to put
another crossing in over a field
and the river but if the bridge
does go, the only other way out
would be over Ardmaddy and
down to the Melfort road, only
do-able in a 4x4 though’

Last month the Scottish

Kilninver bridge has bulges
appearing and stones
missing.

Government announced that
a £32 million Local Bridge
Maintenance Fund would be
shared by 19 councils, over this
year and next, to rebuild or
maintain 74 local road bridges
- Argyll and Bute Council is
one of them.

Kilninver’s bridge on the
B844 is on the authority’s list,
with £1,194,000 allocated to it.

Mr Knight said: ‘If they’ve got
the money to make good the
bridge, they might as well get
on with it

Other  bridges allocated
funding across Argyll in-
clude B840-140 Ardchonnell
Bridge, £40,000; A846-270
Glenegedale (2), Islay, £59,700;
A816-120 Oude, £1,194,000;
A849-280 Pennyghael Bridge,
Ross of Mull, £1,193, 000.

Cairngorm
A Group

tougher.warmer.smarter

Don't know
where to start?

With quality tradesmen
and extensive services, our
team are ready to take your
project all the way

Visit our “one-stop-shop” website for a new

kitchen and conservatory today

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

Inverness | Elgin | Thurso f ¥

Credit is subject to application and status. Terms and conditions apply.
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. [Cairngorm Conservatories/Kitchens/Windows*] is a trading st
Glass Company Limited, Longman Drive, Inverness, IV1 1SU (FRN 916751) who act a credit broker offering credit only from

Hitachi Capital (UK) PLC
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Council buys lots of |

loos to relieve 2022
staycation rush

A programme of measures
worth £135,000 to support
‘staycationing’ in Argyll dur-
ing the 2022 tourist season has
been agreed by councillors.

Twelve portaloos will be
purchased by Argyll and Bute
Council for use by visitors
from Easter to mid-October
next year, costing £30,000.

Four wardens will also be
employed during the season,
with a staycation officer re-
cruited on a 12-month basis.

Funding will come from
money allocated as part of the
council’s 2021/22 budget.

A report detailing prepara-
tions for the 2022 summer vis-
itor season was unanimously
agreed by councillors on the
environment,  development
and infrastructure committee
on Thursday December 2.

Executive director Kirsty
Flanagan said in the report:
‘Community consultation
highlighted hotspot locations
and associated issues such as
littering, lack of toilet facilities,
need for waste disposal points,

and signage to manage park-
ing. The consultation allowed
an identification of potential
private waste water disposal
sites and sites for temporary
toilets.’

Ms Flanagan also said re-
cruitment of wardens for the
2021 season took longer than
anticipated. Where wardens
were not in place, existing staff
worked additional hours.

‘It has also been acknowl-
edged that this fund is a one-
off, she said.

At Thursday’s meeting,
councillors asked if the ‘stay-
cation wardens’ this summer
could be made permanent and
full-time - but officials warned
the authority may not be able
to afford the costs involved.

Councillor Jean Moffat (Isle
of Bute) said: Tt was quite a
struggle to engage, so I was
wondering if there is still
budget unspent. It was mostly
local people doing the work of
a community warden.

T think staycations are going
to be ongoing for some time

and people are more likely to
be attracted to a full-time po-
sition than to a part-time one.
‘It is not possible for one per-
son to do all the work we need,
and I would like to suggest
that these warden posts are
permanent and full-time.’
Head of economic develop-
ment Fergus Murray replied:
“That is a separate matter to be
raised during budget time.’
Other councillors agreed
with the full-time proposal,
with councillor Alan Reid
(Cowal) saying: ‘If we provide
full-time wardens, we are
more likely to get applicants.’
Ms Flanagan said: “The
wardens are full-time, but are
not employed all year round.
It’s not something we can
decide here as it would put an
additional burden on council
funding. We have a budget
gap increase, slightly bigger
than last time. We don’t have
options at the moment to fill
that gap, so if you want to put
new wardens into that budget,
that will increase the gap.’

Joint effort needed to

keep lig

Community groups across
Oban are being called on
to team up and take shared
responsibility ready for 2022’

Christmas  lights,  writes
Kathie Griffiths.
Thousands  of  pounds

were needed to be raised at
short notice to light up the
town with new displays for
this year, replacing existing
lights past their best and
decommissioned.

The last of funding for
Christmas lights from Argyll
and Bute Council was used up
in 2020.

Donations  from  Oban
Common Good Fund,
Oban Community Council,
West  Highland  Housing
Association and BID4Oban
meant a late order for more
snowflakes and festive swirls
could be placed but they did

not arrive in time for last

One of the small Christmas
trees outside Lidl.

month’s switch-on.

They are now on their way,
with Oban Electricals primed
to put them up as soon as they
arrive, said BID4Oban’s Kay
MacDonald last week.

Oban Community Council
convener Marri Malloy told
members at their November
Zoom meeting: ‘We really
need to find out who is going

hts twinkling

to claim ownership of these
lights. The community council
can’t do it on their own. We
need to set up a group.

Councillor Elaine Robertson
said input from other groups
would be key.

It’s a community approach
we need to take on this, she
said. T think Covid put it out
of people’s minds this year
but I have great belief in the
people of Oban. We need to set
up a group of whoever we can
to bring this together.’

Mrs Malloy said it was
November before the commu-
nity council knew there was
no money for new lights.

Councillor Robertson said:
‘Lessons have been learned
and we have to move forward
from here’

A search is also on for a safe
space to store the lights and
keep them in good condition.

ALEXANDRA

HOTEL
ok ok

CORRAN ESPLANADE, OBAN
TEL: 01631 562381

widhios Doy

SERVED BETWEEN 12.15pm to 3pm

Slrtlere

Tomato, Red Chilli and Basil Soup

Smoked Salmon with Horseradish & Cress Toastie

Chilled Pearls of Melon served in a brandy basket with berry coulis
Smoked Grampian Duck Breast with a seasonal orange salad

/ 4
Natore
Traditional Roast Turkey
bacon wrapped chipolata, sage and onion stuffing, turkey jus
Seared Medallion of Beef Fillet
wild mushroom and red wine jus
Baked Fillet of Seabass
tempura king prawns, lemon and chive dressing
Roasted Vegetable Tart £ 95
filled with caramelised onion beetroot

Dossorle

Christmas Pudding with brandy cream sauce

Vanilla Creme Brulee with homemade shortcake biscuits
Trio of Desserts

sticky toffee pudding, chocolate tarte and lemon tart

Winter Berry Crumble

Selection of Scottish Cheese

Isle of mull smoked cheddar, strathdon blue, brie and scottish
mature cheddar with oatcakes and chutney

The Conidtnae Seacon..

We are open for Christmas Fayre Lunches

from 1st December -23rd December 2021

2 Course Meal - £19.95 Per Person

3 Course Meal - £23.95 Per Person

(different menu to Christmas Day, please ask for details)

two courses

£1 9.95

three courses

New Year Lunch and Dinner
(please ask for details)

We are trying our best to keep our hotels open all year round and ensuring safety for our guests
and staff. However, during current unprecedented times, in case there is a local lockdown during
the festive period or due to poor business sentiments, the hotel may temporarily shut with 7 days
advance notice.

In such scenario, bookings made can be cancelled without incurring cancellation fee. Guest has
choice to rebook room by paying differential amount prevailing at the time of hotel reopening if
stay is past offer validity date or has a choice of refund.

*Terms & Conditions apply
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Oban’s lifeboat station is one of the busiest in Scotland.

Pop along to support
RNLI Christmas stall

“Tis pop-up season at McCaig’s
Warehouse for the next two
Saturdays in the run-up to
Christmas, helping give the
RNLI lifesaving charity a
festive boost.

The wusual stocking fillers
from the RNLI will be availa-

ble from a pop-up stall run by
volunteers in the shop from
10am to 4pm on Saturday
December 11 and Saturday
December 18. RNLI Christmas
cards, calendars and diaries
are on sale everyday from
McCaig’s Warehouse.

Hollow Mountain
expansion discussed

I by Kathie Griffiths

kgriffiths@obantimes.couk

Plans to more than double pow-
er capacity from Cruachan’s
Hollow Mountain station have
met ‘agreement in principle’ so
far.

Renewable power company
Drax launched the second
stage of its public consultation
last week by hosting two com-
munity sessions in Dalmally
and Taynuilt. The plans are for
a second underground power
station to be built adjacent to
the existing one.

Turnout was good at both
of the sessions, although in
Dalmally Drax officials had to
clear up some misconceptions,
stating there is no link with
SSEN’s proposals to construct
anew overhead line from Creag
Dhubh to land east of Dalmally.

Members of the project
team were on hand to answer

people’s questions, but in
Taynuilt the general mood
was ‘approval in principle’ said
Taynuilt Community Council
convener David Sloss. He said
there was a lot of interest in
the plans and, as the company
was an important employer in
the area, plenty of people were
curious to find out more.
‘Approval in principle seems

to be the mood,” he said, adding
that changes made to plans
from previous community
feedback such as the potential
rerouting of the A85 and Drax’s
consideration to impact on
the local environment gave ‘a
degree of reassurance’.
Taynuilt community coun-
cillor Murray Sim also said
Drax’s plans had shown the

Taynuilt community
councillor Murray Sim and
villager Marlyn Turbitt at
Drax’s latest public consul-
tation. There will be another
in early 2022.

company was responding to
what the communities wanted,
while Marlyn Turbitt, who
lives in the village, said she was
hearing positive feelings about
the plans and she ‘couldn’t see
it being disruptive’ with a lot of
the infrastructure now in place.

The size of Cruachan Dam
will not change. Drax says
hundreds of jobs will be created
during the construction, giving
communities around Loch Awe
and across Argyll a huge boost.

If planning is approved, work
to build the new capacity at
Cruachan could get under way
in 2024 and be up and running
in 2030.

Returners programme enables

aquaculture expert to spawn new career

After taking a break from work to
start a family, Bridie Grant, an expert
in aquaculture reproduction and
genetics, has been inspired through
the Women Returners Programme
to embark on a new career with the
Sustainable Aquaculture Innovation

Centre (SAIC).

Thanks to the confidence-building
and skills development work of the
coaching programme,
which was delivered earlier this year,
Bridie said her career had received a
much-needed reboot after she found
herself struggling to pick up where

inaugural

she had left off.

Bridie said: “My interest in biology
and fish started at a young age so it
was a natural career choice. I studied
aquaculture at the University of

Bridie Grant

Stirling, then returned to the USA

and worked in a number of research
and breeding-focused roles, before
completing a PhD in aquaculture
reproduction and genetics and going

on to work at Mowi.

“My plans changed significantly
when my husband and I decided to
start a family and I was extremely
fortunate to be able to put work on
hold to be a stay-at-home parent. At
the start of this year, I decided the
time was right to head back to work
but, like many, I found it challenging

to kickstart my career again.

“I then came across the returners
programme which seemed like it had
been designed just for me - or at least
for people in the same situation. The

aquaculture.

course was a fantastic opportunity to
get back into the swing of things and
connect with like-minded people and
those currently working in the sector.
It was a welcome reminder that my
skills and knowledge remain relevant
and that I am still very much part of

“After completing the programme, I
had a newfound sense of enthusiasm
for the sector and the confidence to
take the next steps towards finding
a new role. As a result, I've recently
secured a position with SAIC and will
be starting as an aquaculture inno-
vation officer in early 2022. I'm also
hopeful that in the near future I can
support women in a similar position

on 17 January.

and
For more

visit:

to return to work, and it’s great to see
that the returners programme will be
running once again in January.”

The Women Returners Programme,
run by SAIC in partnership with
the Women in Scottish Aquaculture
(WiSA) network, is now open to ap-
plications for the next intake starting

FOCUSING ON CONFIDENCE-BUILDING
AND PERSONAL BRANDING

Up to 40 free places are on offer to
support women to get back into the
workplace, whatever their reason for
taking a career break, with the course
focusing on confidence-building and
personal branding with additional
one-to-one support available to meet
any specific needs.

Eight weeks of sessions will be led by
delivery partner Skillfluence, aiming
to highlight the range of exciting ca-
reer options that aquaculture can of-
fer. SAIC emphasised that the course
isn’t just for those who have worked .
in the sector before, and there will be
workshops offering a comprehensive
overview of aquaculture in Scotland, .
from shellfish and seaweed farming
to salmon and the wider supply chain.

The Women Returners Programme
is funded by the Scottish Government
administered
Development Scotland.
information and to
book a place on the programme,
https://wisa.sustainablea-
quaculture.com/opportunities/
women-returners-programme/

Advertorial

by  Skills

Skills
Llem—lupnwnr

Scotland

SAIC

Are you ready to get back to work?
The Women Returners Programme can help

New year, new start:
apply now for support
to rekindle your career!

Free service to help women aged 25+ return to the labour market
after a career break of six months or more

Reboot and restart your career — gain additional upskilling

and training to get back to work
Boost self-confidence to re-enter the workplace
One-to-one tailored support to meet specific needs
Help to gain financial independence

For more information and for an application form
https://wisa.scottishaquaculture.com/opportunities/women-returners-programme/

The Women Returners Programme is funded by the Scottish Government and administered by Skills Development Scotland.

<

gov.scot

Scottish Government
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Causes of Covid booster chaos
revealed by NHS Highland bosses

by Sandy Neil

sneil@obantimes.co.uk

The causes of the problems that
plagued Argyll’s Covid booster
rollout have been revealed by
Highland health chiefs.

Fiona Davies, the interim
chief officer of the area’s Health
and Social Care Partnership
(HSCP), has apologised for ‘a
considerable number of errors’.

The HSCP has been in charge
of the rollout for the booster
jags, with GP practices having
overseen the process for the
initial two vaccines.

The problems were caused
by this move from a GP-led
model to a board-led one,
NHS Highland’s director of

public health and policy Dr
Tim Allison told the HSCP’s
integration joint board on
Wednesday November 24.

NHS Highland non-executive
board member Graham Bell
asked: ‘Can you tell us why
it has been such a difficult
administrative task, and what
is being done about it?’

Dr Allison responded: “There
are several reasons. One is the
move from GP administration
to board administration, which
is part of the national direction
of travel.

“The whole of NHS Highland
is behind the curve in that. The
arrangements we have had are
for vaccines to be delivered in
general practice through board

clinics on the mainland and
islands.

“Things do also happen fairly
quickly and get changed fairly
quickly, and it can be difficult
to accommodate some of those
changes. By and large, it is

‘Clearly the situation
is not good, but it has
improved...

really adapting to new systems
and getting a whole new system
set up.

‘Clearly the situation is not
good, but it has improved and
once people get to clinics, it is
not universally great, but by

and large things are OK. Many
of the problems are with the
scheduling of appointments.’

Ms Davies added: ‘What
became obvious weeks ago
was that appointing people by
letter was not having an effect.
Letters were not getting to
people promptly enough.

‘So we tried to bring in a sys-
tem of phone appointments in
thelocal area, and that seems to
have improved communication
on who needs to go to which
clinics.

“That is quite a challenge for
us to organise at short notice,
and to have the number of
people making calls so we need
to learn how to build in the
capacity for this.

The next day’s meeting of
Argyll and Bute Council heard
residents in the region were
offered booster Covid vaccine
appointments over 150 miles
away in Inverness and Elgin.

Ms Davies said: “‘We are now
in the seventh position with the
route of delivery in Argyll and
Bute and I want to thank our
vaccination teams for deliver-
ing such a large amount. Many
people have had their vaccine
ahead of schedule.

‘Hopefully, when we get into
the further tranches of delivery,
we will move on to the portal
system which is being trialled.’

NHS Highland gave guidance
on use of the electronic portal
system, which was launched

on Monday November 15.
It said: ‘Due to the unique ge-
ography across NHS Highland
and our blended model of vac-
cinations, we are recommend-
ing you only use the portal if
your GP is not participating
in the Covid-19 vaccination
programme.

‘If youlive in Argyll and Bute,
your GP Practice will invite
you for your flu vaccine and
the Health and Social Care
Partnership will invite you for
your Covid-19 booster/third
dose.

‘If you are registered with
a practice in Bute, Coll,
Colonsay, Islay, Jura or Tiree
your GP Practice will contact
you for both vaccines.

Counselling in schools
service is launched

Argyll and Bute Health and
Social ~ Care  Partnership
(HSCP) Child Health Team
have launched school-based
counselling services for young
people aged 10 years and over.

The service is being delivered
by nine qualified counsellors
in school premises, and in
local community settings
across Argyll and Bute and the
Islands. Itis a confidential and
non-judgemental service for

children and young people to
be referred to by someone in
their own circle of care, and
also accepts self-referrals from
children and young people.

Counselling  services is
the most common form of
talking therapy to help with
issues such stress, anxiety and
depression.

To contact the school coun-
sellors directly email nhs.
counsellingschools@nhs.scot.

Oban Winter Festival mascot Coolio hands over first prize
to George Street jeweller Fiona Fraser for winning the best
dressed shop window contest this year. kc_t50_shopfront02

Fiona’s festive
window shines out

Jewellery maker Fiona Fraser’s
Christmas is sparkling more
than ever, thanks to winning
top prize for her shop window
display in George Street, writes
Kathie Griffiths.

Winter  Festival — mascot
Coolio dropped in this week
to present Fiona, who also spe-
cialises in crystals, reiki and
nutrition, with her certificate
and a big bottle of fizz.

This year’s theme for the

competition  was  Winter
Christmas and Fiona’s
shimmering snowy tree and
snowflakes fit the bill perfectly.

‘We’d like to thank everyone
who decorated their shop
windows this year. Everyone
was so supportive. Cheering
up these grey wintry days and
bringing extra sparkle to our
town streets is very much ap-
preciated, said a spokesperson
for Oban Winter Festival.

BUY ONE 70CL BOTTLE AND RECEIVE 30%
OFF THE SECOND 70CL. FREE UK DELIVERY.

SHOP ONLINE
www.isleofskyedistillers.com
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& Fine Wines

SHOP

All the latest releases, olil &
rare Whisky, large range of
Scottish gin, Festive wine
offers and more, Worldwide
shipping available

19 Stafford Street

Oban
01631 570586
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01546 603111

Opening hours:

Open Tuesday to Saturday 10am to 5pm

Now covering
the whole of
Argyll, the Islands
and Arran
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Argyll councillors agree
to Lochaber expansion

Councillors have agreed with
proposals to expand Argyll
and Bute’s parliamentary con-
stituency north into Morvern,
Ardnamurchan and Moidart,
but have rejected changing its
name to just ‘Argyll’.

The proposals, which make
Argyll and Bute Scotland’s
second biggest constituency,
are set out in a consultation by
the Boundary Commission for
Scotland. By 2023, it must cut
the number of Westminster
seats in Scotland by two, down
from 59 to 57.

In the review, the Argyll
and Bute constituency creeps
northwards into Ross, Skye
and Lochaber. A report before
Argyll and Bute Council
explained: “The current Argyll
and Bute Constituency bound-
ary will be spread north to in-
corporate part of ward 21, Fort
William and Ardnamurchan,
within  Highland Council,
including Ballachullish,
Kinlochleven, Morvern,
Ardnamurchan, Moidart and
Ardgour.

“The new constituency will be
called Argyll, will have 71,422
electors and cover an approx-

imate area of 9,294 square
kilometres. It is clear there is
no established link, other than
an historical one, between the
communities of the Lochaber
ward and the rest of Argyll
and Bute but it is fair to assess
that the communities share
similar issues around ‘island
proofing’, remoteness, rurality,
sparsity and economic chal-
lenges arising therefrom.

Argyll and Bute Council met
on Thursday November 25 to
consider the report, and decide
their response to the consulta-
tion which closed yesterday
(Wednesday December 8).

A motion agreed with the
proposal to extend the Argyll
and Bute constituency bound-
ary northwards, incorporating
part of the current Highland
Council Ward 21, but rejected
the plan to rename the new
constituency ‘Argyll’, instead
requesting the existing name,
‘Argyll and Bute’, is retained.

In early 2022, the Boundary
Commission will hold a sec-
ondary six-week consultation
where all the comments from
the initial proposals will be
published.

Pioneer project to make Lyme
disease diagnosis easier

A collaboration between NHS
Highland and Pfizer Inc is
aiming to make the diagnosis
of Lyme disease easier and im-
prove consistency in the way
the disease is managed, writes
Sandy Neil.

The Lyme Disease General
Practice  Sentinel Scheme,
which is being funded by
Pfizer Inc, is a pilot project
which will deliver a Lyme
specific training package to 15
GP practices across Highland
who have agreed to support
the initiative.

These practices will be
provided with a digital tool,
specially developed by local
informatics experts Albasoft
Ltd, that will help guide clini-
cians through a consultation
when Lyme disease is suspect-
ed or has been confirmed via a
blood test.

Dr James Douglas, GP
with NHS Highland and the
Sentinel Scheme Project lead
clinician, said: ‘Lyme disease

can develop if someone is bit-
ten by a tick infected with the
Lyme-causing bacteria. While
it can be difficult to diagnose
it can be easily cured with
antibiotics if diagnosed early.

‘However, patients with Lyme
disease often visit their GP
with a rash that can vary wide-
ly in its presentation, or with a
range of vague and seemingly
unrelated symptoms.

‘Patients also often have no

Lyme
disease can
develop if
someone
is bitten
by a tick
infected
with the
Lyme-
causing
bacteria.

recall of a tick bite. Although
we know Lyme disease is rel-
atively common in Scotland,
information on exactly how
many patients are getting
early stage Lyme each year is
unclear.

Tt is our expectation that
this project will give the most
accurate estimate to date of
the number of new cases of
early Lyme disease in our
region.

It is also hoped the project
may also help lead to better
understanding of the epide-
miology of Lyme disease by
giving information on groups
of people who are at increased
risk of acquiring it and would
benefit from Lyme prevention
education.

A training package and dig-
ital tool will also be evaluated
to see if it can help doctors
diagnose Lyme disease earlier.

Dr Douglas added: ‘It is
important that we have a clear
understanding of the scale of
the problem and that we can
identify risk factors associated
with Lyme disease.

“This will help direct public
education in the prevention
of Lyme disease and aid early
diagnosis so that people can
enjoy and gain health benefits
from outdoor activity while
minimising the risk of Lyme.

It is hoped the project will be
rolled out across Scotland and
parts of England in 2022.

ARGYLL & BUTE CONSULTANTS LTD
INDEPENDENT
FINANCIAL
ADVISERS

Growing, Protecting and

Securing your Wealth

16 Hazelburn Business Park Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6HA
Tel: 01586 553777 iain.reid@a-bconsultants.co.uk

ARGYLL & BUTE CONSULTANTS LIMITED i5 AUTHORISED AND REGULATED BY THE FINANCIAL CONDUCT AUTHORITY

Covering Argyll
and the Islands

Director: lain Reid
ACIBS DipPFs

CONFERENCE
FACILITIES
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West Lech Howse

- Licensed Guest House -

West Loch House, (formerly West Loch Hotel) sits overlooking West Loch
Tarbert on the beautiful Kintyre Peninsula in the West Coast of Scotland.
A perfect base from which to explore Kintyre, islands of Arran, Islay, Gigha and Jura.
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this
CHRISTMAS

LOVE OBAN THIS
CHRISTMAS

the gift of
OBAN this
christmas
with Love

The perfect gift, available from: Alba Art Shop, Button Nose, Oban Phoenix Cinema,

The Sports Shop, Websters of Oban, Etive Restaurant and BID40ban Office
*i&cs apply

vouchers

Give

Oban

VISIt www.hid4oban.co.uk to find out more

Oban Business Improvement District
www.bid4oban.co.uk
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Choose local: It's the best gift you can
give to your communlty this Christmas

Shoppers across the area are being urged to choose local this
Christmas and celebrate the very best that our wonderful region
has to offer.

The Scotland Loves Local campaign is calling on everyone to
show their support for businesses close to home - a festive shift
that they hope will hand a lasting gift towards building a better
future for the north.

Employers are also being urged to play their part in supporting
other enterprises in the community by using the new Scotland
Loves Local Gift Card as staff rewards this Christmas.

“Whether you’re looking for the finest food or the perfect
presents for your family, we know this can all be sourced from
businesses in your community,” said Phil Prentice, chief officer of
Scotland’s Towns Partnership (STP).

“Christmas is always a critical time for local businesses, but
perhaps never more so than this festive season after so many
have weathered another year of disruption because of the steps
which have had to be taken to manage the risks caused by the
coronavirus pandemic.

“People who run and work in businesses which are at the heart
of our communities - many of which have been there for genera-
tions - need our support. Their survival depends upon it.”

STP is the organisation spearheading Scotland Loves Local with
the support of the Scottish Government and others.

It’s message is clear: To think, choose and spend local.

The call to action is one that has already been supported across
the region, with organisations including BID4Oban among those
championing their area.

Mr Prentice also met with Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch MSP

Kate Forbes MSP for Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch and The
Cabinet Secretary for Finance and the Economy with Phil
Prentice, Chief Officer of Scotland Towns Partnership, both
in Fort William high street.

Kate Forbes - Scotland’s Finance Secretary - in Fort William to
brief her on the campaign, including the new Scotland Loves
Local Gift Card.

These are being rolled out to lock money into local economies
and provide another way in which people can show their support
for businesses of all kinds in their area. Each card can only be
spent in a specific local authority area.

Mr Prentice added: “The best Christmas is undoubtedly a local

Scotland Loves Local Gift Card

Christmas. Whether shopping, or looking for somewhere to meet
friends or enjoy time with family, we hope that everyone will
choose local - and then make a resolution to continue putting
their local businesses first, doing so will create a better future.”

For more information about the Scotland Loves Local campaign -
and the Scotland Loves Local Gift Card - go to www.lovelocal.scot

Think,
choose and
spend local

lovelocal.scot
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St Conan'’s Christmas Tree ]

I by Kathie Griffiths

kgriffiths@obantimes.co.uk

St Conan’s Christmas Tree
Festival was welcomed back
by 1,500 visitors over the
weekend.

Organisers making a
comeback after the pandemic
struck gold with 50 trees
going on display, decorated by
community groups, schools,
businesses and creative types
going solo.

It was pals Pat McLeod from
Lochawe and Betty Jamieson
from Dalmally whose Twelve
Knits of Christmas won the
most votes as the festival’s
favourite tree.

In second place was the
Argyll  Wellbeing  Hub’s
WellBeing Tree and in third
place was Christmas Magic by
Rosie Campbell-Preston who
conjured up a shimmering
display of gold and silver
baubles seemingly suspended
in mid-air between two of the
kirk’s stone columns.

Liz Mackay, from Friends
of St Conan’s Kirk, said: “The

Best of the festival as
voted for by the public was
Twelve Knits of Christmas
by friends Pat McLeod and
Betty Jamieson.

general feeling was that every-
one was pretty glad that the
festival was back. They missed
it last year.

‘A lot of visitors told us it has
become part of their festive
tradition now, which was nice
to hear, and others said for
them it marked the start of
Christmas locally.

‘Tt was very well received and
all our hard work making sure
we could keep visitors and
volunteers safe with our layout
and one-way system worked
well. We had a constant flow
of people coming in over the
three days but it never felt
crowded or too busy. We had
about 1,500 visitors, numbers
were down a bit on 2019 but
we expected that.

Mrs Mackay also praised the
support from contributors,
saying: ‘The quality of the trees
was outstanding, people put a

huge amount of imagination
into their designs. There were
alot of unusual concepts - very
inventive and clever, and made
with great skill. Some were
funny and made you laugh,
others were made with great
skill and there were those that
were thought-provoking and
a sign of the times, with some
of their trees concentrating
on environmental matters
and the importance of mental
health and well-being. It was a
lovely mixture,” she said.
Generous  donations  of
homebaking and prizes for

the raffle were also gratefully
received.

Organisers are still totting
up the donations from the
three-day festival but some
of the funds will go towards
lighting up the path from the
top of the garden down to the
kirk.

I To watch a video from the
festival visit www.obantimes.
co.uk

MOREPHOTOS

www.obantimes.co.uk
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Lifeboats

NEW BUILD DEVELOPMENTS

e LOCAL & TRUSTED TIMBER KIT SPECIALISTS
* BESPOKE DESIGN USING SUSTAINABLE RESOURCES

EVERY STEP, EVERY DONATION,
HELPS US SAVE EVERY ONE WE CAN

CHOOSE YOUR OWN DISTANCE AND ROUTE 3 & 4 BEDROOM

e FROM LAND TO COMPLETION ALL UNDER ONE ROOF

AND COMPLETE ANYTIME IN DECEMBER

MACLEOD E=iry

CONSTRUCTION LIMITED [l

OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE

KILMELFORD - A desirable and quiet location
that is just south of Oban on the A816

GLASSARY WOOD - An eco-hamlet that stands

Sign up today at RNLI.org/ReindeerRunScotland

o
#ReindeerRun in an attractive woodland area of Mid Argyll N 0.uk
FERNOCH - A desirable and quiet residential
The RNLI s the charity that saves lives at sea development in Luchgilphead close to “uction
The Royal National Lifeboat Institution, a charity registered in England and Wales (209603), Scotland (SC037736), the Republic Registered with S ’
of Ireland (CHY 2678 and 20003326), the Bailiwick of Jersey (14), the Isle of Man (1308 and 006329F), the Bailiwick of Guernsey FUNDRAISING all amenities

and Alderney, of West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset, BH15 1HZ REGULATOR
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®  Friends of
St Conan’s
S Kirk Rosie
| Campbell-
. Preston, Liz
| Mackay and
Y Kathleen
Hanningan
atthe
opening of
this year’s
three-day
Christmas
Tree Festival.

WE’VE BUILT OUR REPUTATION
ON BUILDING

BEAUTIFUL HOMES

We also fit kitchens, bathrooms, windows, doors,
glass replacements, decking, fascias, soffits and
much more. If you need it, we can do it in super

fiesinm Call us or call in today: TH E

Our team .of local, highly qu§llﬁed joiners are ready Langan & Smith
to work with you on any project, large or small

Building Contractors )M\ W WAWALY
15 years of serving Lochaber - Unit 21, Ben Nevis Way P B N _ s AR cITY
trust us to get the job done! Fort William, PH33 6PR e o 1! '

LANGAN & SMITH el ey THE BATHROOM EXPERTS PLUMBING
Email:

BUILDING ‘CONTRAGTOR: 4 langansmith@btconnect.com 78 Glenga"an ﬂoad, Ohan .




START SOMETHING
NEWFOR 22

NEW LEARNING
OPPORTUNITIES WITH

WEST HIGHLAND COLLEGE UHI
STARTING IN JANUARY 2022

Retrain, upskill or learn some-
thing new by starting the new
year with a college course.

Whether you are a school
leaver, returning to education
after a break or keen to learn
a new skill to give you better
employment opportunities,
we have lots on offer. There
are full and part time courses
starting in the new vyear
and many of these are fully
funded.

We are part of the University
of the Highlands and Islands,
one of the UK’s newest and

most exciting universities pro-
viding access to world class
education in the Highlands
and Islands. With ten college
centres you're never too far
away from West Highland
College UHI. Our dedicated
staff in each local centre will
support and guide you all the
way.

We have  full  time
Countryside Skills with Ranger
Training in Fort William and
Maritime with Aquaculture
in Mallaig and Transition to
Further Education available

in any location, all starting
in January. Or perhaps
you would be interested
in starting a career in care
with a brand new, six-week,
Introduction to Care course
you can study from anywhere.
We also have a wide range of
options in cookery, hospital-
ity, the creative arts, social
care, creative computing or
administration - so get in
touch, we'll have something
for you.

APPLY NOW TOFIND YOUR FUTURE.

University of the

Highlands and Islands
West Highland College

OPPORTUNITIES
FOR JANUARY 2022

Take the first step towards a new career with
West Highland College UHI and explore your passion
on one of our part-time or full-time courses

PART-TIME FULL-TIME

Creative Arts, Bakery Maritime & Aquaculture Skills
Bookkeeping, Computing Countryside Skills with Ranger Training

Social Care and more Transition to Further Education

Many of these courses are fully funded, so you may even study for free

Visit www.whc.uhi.ac.uk to learn more, or call us on 01397 874 000

HARPREET SINGH

“l thoroughly enjoyed NPA Bakery and will rec-
ommend to everyone. Best thing about it was my
baking skills have improved a lot and | have made
new friends in the friendly environment. It will help
me whenever | decide to do my own business and in
my present employment as we do fresh baking.”

LAUREN STEWART

“The focus of Countryside Skills with Ranger
Training was preparing for real life jobs with
training and industry links. We covered so
much ground and learned with experienced
practitioners. | would recommend the course
to anyone interested in wildlife and the conser-
vation sector. | have recently accepted a perma-
nent job as an Assistant Warden on the Rhinns of
Islay RSPB reserves. To say this is a dream job is an
understatement!”

GINTARE ALEXANDER

“I've had quite a journey with fashion, textiles and
art courses at college. I've learned to sew, create
patterns, dye, pleat and decorate textiles to create
final pieces. The part time art classes have taught
me drawing skills, working with colour and mixed
media. | have found my place and I'll play with ink
and watercolour and in the end | will bring in textiles
with hand stitching and decoration. | have taken
something from each course | have done. It’s brilliant.”

Qilthigh na Gaidhealtachd
agus nan Eilean

Colaiste na Gaidhealtachd an lar

West Highland College UHI is a company limited by guarantee (SC153921) with charitable status (5€024193)
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£3.7m gap predicted
for next year’s budget

by Sandy Neil

sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Argyll and Bute Council is
facing a predicted budget gap
of £3.7million in the 2022/23
financial year, a report has
revealed.

One of the authority’s exec-
utive directors has identified
that figure as a mid-range
scenario.  The  best-case
scenario is reckoned to be a
£2.5m gap, with the worst-
case scenario being a £5.9m
gap.

A three per cent rise in
council tax has already been
proposed to balance the
budget, while a raft of poten-
tial savings options have also
been published.

Two posts are on the line
among those options, one of
which is a part-time custom-
er service centre (CSC) role
at Helensburgh and Lomond
Civic Centre.

The other, as manager of
community learning and
development (CLD), has been
vacant since July. If all the
published options are taken,
it will save the council £2.5m.

The budget outlook and
savings options are on the

Kirsty Flanagan

agenda for the council’s pol-
icy and resources committee
at its virtual meeting today
(Thursday December 9).

The Scottish Government
is also due to announce its
budget the same day, with
council settlements being fi-
nalised on Monday December
20. The council’s budget for
2022/23 is due to be agreed
on Thursday February 24.

Executive director Kirsty
Flanagan said: ‘For all op-
tions it cannot be assumed

that they will not have an
impact on service delivery;
however, the council has a
duty to balance its budget.

‘The  savings  options
identified to date propose a
potential reduction to the
council’s staffing [by] 1.9 FTE
(full-time equivalent) within
2022/23 should they all be
accepted by members.

“The head of customer sup-
port services will take for-
ward a statutory consultation
process with the trade unions

for those savings options that
could have an impact on jobs.

‘In addition to the saving
options set out, officers are
progressing a business pro-
cess review of the revenues
and benefits service to review
current processes and identi-
fy efficiencies for the council
whilst minimising any nega-
tive impact on customers by
putting their needs front and
centre.

‘It is anticipated this will
generate savings; however, it
is most likely these will be in
2023/24 rather than 2022/23.

“The mid-range budget
gap is based on a one per
cent reduction in Scottish
Government funding.
However, the council will
not be certain of its funding
for 2022/23 until the Scottish
Government  budget  is
announced on December 9
and we have been notified of
the individual council settle-
ments on December 20.

GETINTOUCH

email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000

An appeal has gone out about where best to site the bench.

Take a seat on Seil
— but where?

Community councillors on
Seil are looking for ideas
on where to put a memo-
rial bench, writes Kathie
Griffiths.

An appeal has gone out
to find the best spot for the
bench that will be donated
by Mark Steiner of Atlantic
House on the island in mem-
ory of his wife Eleanor.

There are already seats in
Ellenabeich square and one
by the beach near the com-
munity hall.

One suggestions so far is for

the seat to go at the front of
the council-run 90-space car
park in the heritage village
looking across to Mull.

The search is also on for a
new editor of the Seileachan
newsletter.

If you have ideas for the new
seat’s location or are interest-
ed in taking on the newsletter
which receives contributions
of articles from the commu-
nity council and other groups
across the community, you
can email seilandeasdalecc@
gklawcosts.co.uk

Have your say on Argyll’s health plan covering the next three years

Argyll and Bute Health and
Social ~ Care  Partnership
(HSCP) has launched a digital
online community consul-
tation on its next three year
Strategic Plan.

The Strategic Plan outlines
the HSCP’s vision, values and
details how health and social
care resources are governed,
allocated and operationally
managed.

Kristin Gillies, senior plan-
ning manager for the HSCP,
said: ‘As we are all in unprec-
edented times with Covid-19,
this Strategic Plan, which will
cover 2022-2025, will possibly
be the most challenging one
that we have ever produced.

‘The remote and rural nature
of the HSCP, coupled with our
demographics, also means
that we have our own specific

challenges in delivering health
and social care services.

‘The  recent  significant
increase in the use of technol-
ogy because of Covid-19 has
provided us with an opportu-
nity to learn and develop how
we deliver services to ensure
that our patients receive the
care they need at the time they
need it.

“The HSCP has set out four

new priority areas that we
want all our services, whether
internally provided or pur-
chased externally, to work to-
wards. These are: Prevention,

Early  Intervention  and
Enablement; Choice and
Control and Innovation;

Healthy Living and Active
Citizenship; and Community
Co-production (working
with communities to produce

local community services).
We can’t do all of this on our
own. So we really want to hear
from our local communities.
‘We will also be launching a
digital community listening
tool where members of the
public will be able to submit
their own questions, vote on
questions shared by others
and share their ideas and
thinking to help shape our

planning for the next three
years.

‘Further information on all
of the above can be accessed at
www.bit.ly/ABStrategicPlan.
If anyone does not have online
access or wishes a hard copy
of the community consulta-
tion survey then we would ask
them to call 01586 865886 and
we will arrange for one to be
posted out.

Guiding your business
towards a brighter future

Running a business or looking to
start one? Business Gateway can
help you plan, adapt and build.

Free 1:1 advice
Local support

Daily webinars

Online resources

Coaching

DIGITALBOOST

Get support now
bgateway.com

Z businessgateway

Argyll & Bute
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Contract awarded for
piers upgrade on Islay

A £1.5 million contract for
upgrading four CalMac piers at
Port Ellen and Port Askaig in
Islay, Kennacraig and Colonsay
has been awarded to UK engi-
neering firm Mott MacDonald.

The contract, awarded by
Caledonian Maritime Assets
Limited (CMAL), supports the
detailed design of pier infra-
structure upgrade works.

Mott MacDonald, working
closely with CMALs har-
bours engineers and project
managers, will secure and
manage the required planning
consents and licences, support
stakeholder and community
engagement, conduct and
commission site surveys and
investigations, create detailed
design of works required at
all four sites, and help prepare
tender documents to appoint
construction contractors.

The design and planning
stage is expected to last around
a year, with construction esti-
mated to begin in 2023.

Nasir Uddin, senior civil
engineer at CMAL, said: ‘A
shipyard will be appointed
next year to build the two new

vessels for Islay and Jura and,
in preparation for their arrival,
we have identified that the
ports where they will operate
will benefit from investment
to upgrade infrastructure and
facilities.

The project is one of three
CMAL projects planned for
Port Ellen. The other two
projects will deliver improve-
ments to traffic management
arrangements, scheduled to
get under way in 2022, and
increase space with a bigger
vehicle marshalling area, new
terminal building and im-
provements to passenger access
to and from vessels.

CMAL has a significant
plan of vessel and harbour
investment underway, backed
by a £580 million commitment
from the Scottish Government
for an initial five-year period
from 2021 to 2026. Plans will
deliver 21 new vessels for the
fleet and multi-million-pound
upgrade of harbour infrastruc-
ture over the next 10 years.
Further multi-million-pound
investment will be needed to
fund plans from 2026 onwards.

alMac launches

cut-price

bus trips for local schools

by Sandy Neil

sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Discounted ferry fares for
schools taking pupils to ex-
tra-curricular activities were
launched last week.

A 50 per cent discount for
school minibuses on board
CalMac vessels was introduced
across the Clyde and Hebrides
network on  Wednesday
December 1.

The decision by Transport
Scotland to reduce this cost
follows campaigning by the
Ferries Community Board,
which has been calling for a
fare reduction so that young
people can benefit.

Robbie Drummond, manag-
ing director of CalMac, said:
‘We are delighted that school
groups will benefit from this
new initiative, which will
help them access educational,
sporting and cultural activi-

ties. CalMac are dedicated to
supporting our island commu-
nities and we look forward to
welcoming even more school
groups on board our vessels.’
Minister  for  Transport
Graeme Dey said: Tm really
pleased to announce this dis-
count, which will make it more
affordable for school groups to
travel to and from the islands
for educational, cultural and

sporting activities. In the
longer term, we’ll review mak-
ing the discount permanent
as part of the ongoing fares
review being carried out in the
Islands Connectivity Plan.’
Welcoming the announce-
ment, Angus Campbell from
the  Ferries = Community
Board, said: ‘We have long
campaigned for such a change
and are confident it will make

Pupils from Back Primary
School on Lewis marking
the half-price coach travel
on CalMac ferries.

a real difference to the equal-
ity of access to these types of
activities for our island young
people.

‘We will continue to engage
with government to ensure
cost of travel is not a barrier to
young people living, working
and learning on our islands.’

For details about eligibil-
ity, please visit the CalMac
website.

The discount will be re-
viewed after the initial year to
establish how it has been taken
up and how it is funded. In
the longer term, the discount
will be considered as part of
the fares policy review in the
Islands Connectivity Plan.

N £200 WORTH OF SHOPPING

GOURTESY OF TESCO 0BAN

VS L & A L & & A s

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Winner must be at Tesco , Lochside, Oban, PA34 4HP for 10.30am January 17th. Excludes tobacco, lottery, baby food, non-food
items and alcohol. Quantity limited to two per item. The winner will be given a hand held scanner to monitor spend to the value of
£200. We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition. Entry data will be
deleted/disposed immediately upon the competition entry deadline and in a manner appropriate to GDPR regulations. Entrant’s

details will not be used for any other activity’.

DIGITAL SUBSCRIBERS

Digital subscribers who have an active subscription covering the period from December 2021, to February 2022, can enter the
competition by sending their name, address and email address that they subscribe with to Oban Times Trolley Dash Competition,
Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban PA34 4HB by 10am Tuesday January 11. Only one entry per subscription permit-

ted. Entrant must be able to attend the trolley dash in Oban on the January 17, 2022.

We all spend far too much
money over Christmas and
New Year, so how great would
it be able to fill your shopping
trolley COMPLETELY FREE
OF CHARGE in January?!
Courtesy of our friends at
Tesco in Oban, one lucky
reader will win the chance to
fill their trolley with up to £200
worth of goods (see T&C’s for
exclusions). All you have to do is
collect 4 tokens over four weeks
starting on 9th December, get
them to us by 10am Tuesday
11th January and you will be
entered into a prize draw to win
this fantastic trolley dash. What
are you waiting for, banish
those post-Christmas blues and
start collecting your tokens!

All 4 tokens must be sent in a
single envelope to Oban Times
Trolley Dash  Competition
Crannog Lane, Lochavullin
Industrial Estate Oban,PA34
4HB.

One token from each week
is required, multiple entries
are allowed, but must be sub-
mitted in separate envelopes.
Photocopied tokens will not
be accepted. Winners must
agree to take part in publicity,
Employees of Wyvex Media Ltd
and their immediate family are
not eligible to enter. The editor’s
decision is final.
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Islanders launch
‘community-first
alternative to AirBnB’

Isle Develop CIC,
the social enter-
prise behind the
popular isle20.
com shopping

site  in  the
Scottish islands,
has launched their
latest project - isleHol-
iday.com, a community-fo-
cused holiday lettings website.

The project aims to ensure
that more of the revenue gener-
ated by tourism in the islands
stays in island communities.

Profits from the commis-
sion-based structure will be
reinvested in small businesses,
community and housing pro-
jects throughout the islands.

Rhoda Meek, founder of Isle
Develop CIC said: “The hous-
ing problems caused by the
short-term letting market in
the islands are well document-
ed. It will take time to change
that situation and involve
action at a local and national
Government level.

‘But, in the meantime, the
letting market exists. Our
goal is to use it to generate
revenue which can be used to
the benefit of our communi-
ties - particularly in relation
to affordable housing and
long term rental options for
residents.

The isleHoliday will list
holiday lets from across the

Rhoda Meek,
founder of Isle
Develop CIC.

visitors to  book
and make payments,
but that’s where the

similarity ~with  other
platforms ends.
Rhoda continued: ‘When

you book your holiday house
through isleHoliday, 100 per
cent of the profit will go back
into our island communities.

‘At Isle Develop, all of our
directors and staff are island-
ers - we know our Bernerays
from our Burras! By working
together ~ with  accommo-
dation providers and local
organisations we can offer rich
information about island life
before visitors arrive; from
driving on single track roads
to public facilities, events and
great local businesses to visit
during their stay.

‘Visitors will have a better
experience if we correctly set
their expectations. Our islands
are not empty wildernesses
waiting to be discovered. They
are full of heritage and history,
present and we hope, future.
Those are gems well worth
discovering.

‘We want to put faces to
places and start to change the
narrative from destination

Oban access guide moving forward

Plans to create an access-for-
all guide to Oban businesses
are being picked up on again.

Talks are ongoing between
Oban and Area District Access
Panel and Oban High School
to progress the idea.

Students from the school
had started to collecting in-
formation for the guide before
the pandemic struck and now
there are proposals to make a
concerted effort to progress
the initiative, starting in the
very near future says Panel
chairman Jim Tolmie.

“The long-term goal is to take
the survey information and
have it stored electronically
so that it will be available to
visitors and locals who wish to
research what possible issues

they may encounter when in
this area, added Mr Tolmie.

Two thousand fliers were
printed last November to
spread the word about the

Oban High School pupils
Cameron Allen and George
Croft started checklisting
businesses and facilities
around the town for the new
access guide back in 2018.

work of the access panel to
make living with a disability
easier in Oban, Lorn and the
Islands.

The registered  Scottish
charity is made up of people
with varying disabilities and
supporters with the aim of im-
proving getting around, in and
on streets, paths, businesses,
buildings and transport.

From promoting social inclu-
sion to encouraging businesses
to better position advertising

boards and street furniture,
such as al-fresco tables and
chairs, and advising on shop
layouts and builds before they
even begin, the access panel is
on hand to help.

It also has a trained auditor
who can carry out access
checks for community organ-
isations and businesses. There
is also the opportunity to
take up the offer of organised
awareness sessions and train-
ing to help people understand
disability requirements.

The new leaflets, in semi-
large and large print, plus
some in braille, was funded by
BID4Oban.

Interested in finding out
more? You can email obanac-
cesspanel@aol.com

Playtime boost for
Oban toddlers

Customers and staff at The
Original Factory Shop in
Oban have raised hundreds of
pounds to make play time more
fun for the area’s babies and
tots, writes Kathie Griffiths.
Oban Toy Cupboard’s Rachel

Stroud, with son Ronan
Tierney, met with The Original
Factory Shop manager

Christopher Taylor last week to
pick up the cheque after being
selected as the store’s chosen
charity.

The Toy Cupboard is a com-
munity-led toy lending library
based at Glencruitten Church

the orig; o
Original P_‘i?l’ shep

round stay-and-play sessions
for under-fives.

The Original Factory Shop
manager Mr Taylor said: ‘We’re
really excited that we and our
customers have helped to raise
£335.58 for The Toy Cupboard.

The Original
Factory
Shop
manager
Christopher
Taylor
presents
the cheque
to Rachel
Stroud from
Oban Toy
Cupboard.

D

able for the local area and we’d
like to think that this effort
will go some way to supporting
their work in the community.
‘As a company, this year we
have decided to support local
charities in our towns, and in

through Facebook which chari-
ty they’d like us to support.’

And Toy Cupboard chairper-
son Annie Anderson added:
“This generous cheque has
come at just the right time and
is enough to subsidise both our
Christmas party and four extra
Christmas-themed  stay-and-
plays where babies and tots can
come for a sing along, some
Christmas stories and craft
activities, including hand and
footprint calendars and salt
dough keepsakes to model and
paint.

Interested in joining the
fun? Booking details for Toy
Cupboard sessions can be
found on the TeamReach App
under TCoban or by emailing

Scottish  islands, allowing first, to community first.

Centre that also provides year- What they do is invalu-

March we asked our customers  toycupboardoban@gmail.com

These are difficult times, but help is at hand for householders
worried about the soaring price of energy.

This week, Argyll and Bute Citizens Advice Bureau launches
its Big Energy Winter Savings Campaign in partnership with
Home Energy Scotland to provide help and advice to anyone
worried about paying their energy bills.

The past few months have seen extraordinary changes in the en-
ergy market. A huge rise in energy costs has seen some suppliers
going out of business and switching suppliers is no longer the
way to get a better deal. Quite the opposite, with government
advice no longer including switching energy supplier.

Electricity and gas price hikes haven’t
filtered through to households who are

still on fixed price deals. And house-
holds using oil and solid fuels have
also seen their heating costs go up.

citizens
advice

scotland Contact your local bureau on 01546 605550 Visit www.abcab.org.uk

email info@abcab.org.uk

SO WHAT CAN PEOPLE DO?

Jen Broadhurst, Argyll and Bute Citizen’s Advice Bureau
manager said: ‘Everyone’s situation is different and the bureau
always offers free, confidential and impartial help and advice
tailored to individual circumstances.’

Adpvisers at the bureau can:

o check your entitlement to benefits and grants

« check what you're paying and make sure it’s the right tariff for you
o re-structure debt and check what’s affordable for you

« help you to understand pre-payment meters

« advise you what to do if your supplier goes out of business

« share energy savings advice for your home

Over the winter, the bureau and Home Energy Scotland will do
everything it can to help people stay warm.

Jen added: “We have lots of tips and hints on our bureau website
and Facebook page to help you save on bills. The little changes
all add up.

Follow Argyll and Bute Citizens Advice Bureau - Home - Facebook

Struggling with rising energy bills?

Argyll and Bute Citizens Advice Bureau can help

‘Don’t wait and worry about rising debts. Get in touch with
the bureau and let an adviser help you find out what help is
available’

Asked about energy suppliers going bust, Jen said: ‘If your
energy supplier goes out of business, don’t panic. The supply
of energy to your home is protected by Ofgem’s safety net
and the industry regulator will appoint a replacement sup-
plier for you.

‘But it’s a good idea to take a meter reading and take a photo-
graph of your meter showing the reading, if you can.

‘If you have a credit balance on your account this should be
protected.

‘If you have a pre-payment meter, the failed supplier should
help you to top up until the new supplier takes over. The new
supplier should then contact you and take action to ensure
you can continue to stay on supply.

‘If you're struggling to afford to top up, get in touch with
Argyll and Bute Citizen’s Advice Bureau.’
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For more than 10 years The
Sports Shop in Oban has been
kitting out the West Highlands
and islands, not to mention all
the tourists who visit them.

In a world of on-line shop-
ping and massive high street
chains what is the secret of
their success?

Experience, product knowl-
edge, awareness of what cus-
tomers want and need to get
the most out of their sporting
and leisure activities, and a
very keen purchasing ability
to make sure they are selling a
wide range of goods at compet-
itive prices.

It is a recipe for success that
keeps The Sports Shop at the
top of its game.

‘Between us we have more
than 60 years’ experience, said

owner Billy Thomson. With
Jonathan MacMillan as buyer
and Malcolm Croarkin in
front of shop, they have built
up a loyal band of customers
which is growing steadily.

And this formula has served
them well; when neighbouring
premises became available, as
David Finlayson of the Jeans
Shop, retired they expanded
The Sports Shop.

Today they sell a wide range
of leading brand, Adidas,
Under Armour, Weird Fish,
Canterbury and Speedo to
name a few.

You could click a mouse and
wait days, then get into all the
hassle of returns, or you could
go and talk to The Sports Shop
team about what you are look-
ing for, get their advice and try

THE

SPORTS SHOP

GIFT IDEAS FROM

UNDER ARMOUR

OFFICIAL STOCKIST lll-' IIHIIEII ARMOUR CLOTHING
n Follow us on facebook for latest deals and offers

on their recommendations.

‘Finding a shoe that suits
your needs can be tricky; the
differences between brands
can be immense. We under-
stand the brands and can offer
a selection,’ said Billy.

During the pandemic people
have been upping their sports
and fitness activities and be-
come more health conscious.

“The last 18 months are a good
example of how the market has
changed, said Billy. ‘A lot more
people are going outdoors,
exercising more and are more
aware of their health.

So as well as all the tradi-
tional sporting kit The Sports
Shop is offering more outdoor
leisure wear, including It’s a
Dog’s Life, a range of clothing
designed for dog walkers.

Open Mon-Sat 9am-5.30pm / Sun 12noon - 4pm

4 MacGregor Court, Oban, PA34 4D)J

Meeting customers needs
at The Sports Shop Oban

Jonathan, Malcolm and Billy have a wide experience of different sports

Swimming continues to be
a favourite activity and they
are stocking a wide range of
swimwear and wetsuits for
wild swimming.

‘A lot more people are swim-
ming, said Bill, ‘both outdoors
and in swimming pools.’

The Sports Shop  sells
everything from toddlers’
clothing through to a loyal
band of customers now in their
80s. It is also the shop of choice
for parents buying school PE
kit, trainers and backpacks for
schoolchildren.

The shop also supplies shinty
kit. Yoga, and indoor exercise
clothing equipment are also
proving very popular.

‘And we find that people have
become more individualistic;
they are not so likely to follow
a brand or fashion colour, they
want to buy what suits them
and their needs,’ Billy said.

Between them, Billy,
Jonathan and Malcolm have
a wide experience of different
sports through either playing,
coaching or as administrators
- Sometimes all three!

The Sports Shop also supports
local charities and the Argyll
Wellbeing Hub, sponsoring a
three-man invitational charity
scramble at Glencruitten Golf
Club.

The business continues to
draw customers from across
Argyll, the islands and as far
away as Lochaber and Fort
William; customers value the
warm and friendly welcome,
the sound advice based on
product knowledge and wide
selection of goods on sale.

In the last 10 years sports

The Sports shop has an extensive stock of clothing and

sports equipment for all ages

As well as most major sports brands The Sports Shop also
stocks ranges from the likes of Slipfree, Weirdfish and Starling

clothing and equipment has
expanded massively.

‘Looking back you can see
how noticeable the changes are
in the technology and design
and fabrics and materials
used,” said Billy, ‘it really is
quite remarkable.

Ten years ago he would have
been surprised to see a range
of clothes designed for dog

walkers; a fragrance and body
care range especially for the
outdoors and bags designed
to help improve body posture,
yet today the shop sells all
three: It’s a Dog’s Life, Inis
body care and The Healthy Bag
Company.

Pay them a visit and find out
how much more they have in
the shop.
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Tsuchigumo Daiko put on an energetic show at Seil Island
Hall; and right, drumming workshops for adults getting
hands-on at Seil Island hall as part of the winter festival.

Dunbeg gets new
defib just in time
for two call-outs

Dunbeg Community Council
is the proud owner of a Public
Access Defibrillator, and has
now put up a plaque thanking
the main funders, Scottish Sea
Farms and St John Scotland.

Dunbeg Community
Council recognised the need
and was inspired to make it
happen after hearing about
the lady in Bonawe whose life
was saved because there was a
defibrillator in the village.

St John Scotland sourced
and supplied the equipment
with a 25 per cent discount.

A spokesperson said: ‘Too
many people in Scotland lose
their lives to cardiac arrest,
and we know that by starting
CPR as soon as possible, and
using a defibrillator where one
is available, lives can and will

be saved.

Tt’s great to see the com-
munity in Dunbeg working
together to provide this vital
piece of equipment and we’re
delighted we’ve been able to
support them through our
Community Defibrillator
Scheme, so residents and
visitors will have easy access
should they need it

Scottish Sea Farms are very
generous to the communities
in which they operate and
where their staff live and
work.

They kindly stepped in to
cover the rest of the funds
resulting in the life-saving
apparatus being installed in a
much shorter time.

In fact, since its installation,
it has twice been taken to an
emergency, but thankfully
not been required as the pa-
tients recovered before it was
needed.

Dunbeg Community

Drum roll please for Seil Winter Festival

by Kathie Griffiths

kgriffiths@obantimes.co.uk

Seil Island Winter Festival
has been drumming up
excitement.

Funding  from  Corra
Foundation meant the com-
munity hall could stage a day
of Taiko Drumming as part of
the island’s first-ever winter
festival programme.

Japanese-style ~drumming
group Tsuchigumo Daiko
joined the community to run
workshops for seven children
and eight adults before giving
an energetic performance of
their own in the evening.

It was a return visit for the
drumming group, back on
Seil by public demand after
appearing at a family fun day
earlier this year.

Organisers  behind  the
winter festival are using grant
money to bring the communi-
ty together to fend off growing

Council is also grateful to
Willie and Murray of Dunbeg
Stores who provided the out-
side space, electricity for the
cabinet and CCTV coverage.

Supporting
Communities
Fund opens for
applications

Community projects across
Argyll and Bute are being
invited to apply for help from
the council’s Supporting
Communities Fund.

From youth groups to
community woodlands,
swimming clubs to commu-
nity transport, the council is
helping a range of initiatives
provide vital lifelines and
services in the area.

The 2022/2023 Supporting
Communities Fund is now
open for applications that

could see not-for-profit or-
ganisations get up to £2,500
to help projects happening in
their community.

Go to the council’s website
at  www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
council-and-government/
third-sector-grants. The clos-
ing date is Monday January 10
next year.

Councillor ~ Mary  Jean
Devon, policy lead for sup-
port services, said: ‘We have
dedicated active communities
in Argyll and Bute who help
bring people together, look
after each other and improve
the place where they live.

‘We know the pandemic has
been challenging for lots of
community projects, many
are in need of a financial
boost.

‘We hope that by opening
up the fund, we can continue
to help some of the fantastic
work happening across our
communities.’

Left, showtime on Seil for
Japanese style drumming
group Tsuchigumo Daiko.

rural isolation and loneliness
exacerbated by the pandemic.

Other  workshops  will
feature crafting, storytelling
and pottery making. And a
new community cinema, run
by volunteers, is being set up,
with its first screenings due
this month.

Organisations eligible to
apply include voluntary, com-
munity, charities and social
enterprises involved in sports
and leisure, arts and culture,
social welfare or education.
This includes community
councils and parent councils.

Advice and support on
funding is available from the
Community  Development
Team on 01436 657647 or via
email address communityde-
velopment@argyll-bute.gov.
uk

CONTACTUS

EMAIL US AT

editor@obantimes.co.uk

TELEPHONE
01631 563000

Clarification

We have been asked to point
out that contrary to our
headline (Oban councillor
cleared after ‘malicious’
complaint, November 25), the
councillor was not cleared as
no decision was taken.

The summing up from The
Ethical Standards states: ‘Tt
should be noted that this
means no decision has been
taken or is to be taken on
whether the Respondent’s
conduct amounts to a breach
of the code. The Standards
Commission would neverthe-
less remind councillors of the
need to comply with the code
when using social media. They
should be careful to ensure,
when posting comments, that
they could not reasonably be
perceived to be endorsing the
opinions or views of others
when they do not intend to
do so.

ylie Bisset.

Adding value

Chartered Accountants, Business & Tox Advisers

4 High Street, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4BG

to businesses in

Argyll and The Isles

168 Bath Street, Glasgow, G2 4TP

Wylie & Bisset provides a comprehensive
accounts and advisory service to businesses in
Argyll and the Isles. Our 40+ years of experience
of supporting local companies, both large and
small, means we are fully equipped to assist you
plan for the future.

01631 562 478
0141 566 7000

Our Services

* Internal & External Audit
e Corporate & Personal Tax  *
e Business Planning &

Forecasting
* Tax Planning

* Management Accounts

VAT

Bookkeeping/ Cloud
Accounting

* Payroll Services
* Insolvency & Debt

Counselling

Contact us today to find out how we can
help your business: info@wyliebisset.com

www.wyliebisset.com

PLATINUM
CHAMPION
PARTNER
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Gathering
for the crake

RSPB Scotland held a corncrake conser-
vation event on Islay, hosted by Derek
and Joanne Middleton on their croft in
Portnahaven.

The Middletons contacted RSPB 10
months ago to investigate how they could
integrate more corncrake-friendly manage-
ment on their croft. This has resulted in the
RSPB and the Middletons working together
to improve habitat for the birds.

They highlighted the creation of
vegetation cover which ensures protection
for the birds when they arrive in April and
the delaying of grazing in some areas until
September 1 to allow the birds to success-
fully rear two broods of chicks.

A wander around the croft prompted dis-
cussions about the intricacies of managing
habitat for wildlife and how small changes
can make a big difference.

Wider conversations on sustainability and
efficiency savings on farms and crofts also
took place and all who attended enjoyed
it and considered it a valuable event for
sharing knowledge and opportunities

within the farming and crofting community

on Islay.

Corncrakes were once found in every
county in the UK but modern farming
methods, in particular earlier and more
efficient and faster methods of cutting
grass crops have led to a substantial decline
in their breeding success. The Hebridean
islands are still a stronghold for corncrake
but even in these places they still are at risk
and in some areas their numbers continue
to decline.

Corncake Calling is a project supported
by the National Lottery Heritage Fund and
it aims to ensure the future of this iconic
and secretive species in Scotland.

RSPB Scotland would like to run similar
farmer/crofter-led sessions throughout
the Argyll Islands and across north and
west Scotland. Land management advice is
available to crofters and farmers wishing to
work with nature and grants are available
to carry out habitat management for
corncrakes. If you would like to learn
more about this project, get involved as a
volunteer or implement land management
for corncrakes please contact corncrakecall-
ing@rspb.org.uk or go to www.rspb.org.uk/
corncrakecalling

Winner of
the 70th
anniversary
photo com-
petition - Allt
a Chuirn

and Beinn
Eigheridge -
taken by Ben
Catchpole.

The UK’s first and oldest National
Nature Reserve, the beautiful Beinn
Eighe NNR, is celebrating its 70th year.
There are currently 229 National
Nature Reserves (NNR) in England, 76
in Wales, 47 in Northern Ireland, and 43
NNRs in Scotland, which cover 154,250
hectares (1,542.5 km?2), or less than 1.5
per cent of the land area of Scotland.
They range in size from Corrieshalloch
Gorge at seven hectares to Mar Lodge
Estate, which covers 29,324 hectares.
Nearby for a visit, Argyll and
Lochaber’s NNRs include Taynish,
Glasdrum Wood, Glen Nant, Moine
Mbhor, Ariundle Oakwood, and one of
Scotland's newest, Glencoe, designated
in 2017.
By contrast, in 1951 Beinn Eighe was

designated as the UK’s first NNR to pro-
tect its precious ancient pinewood, the
largest fragment in north-west Scotland.

Covering a huge 48sq km, the nature
reserve is home to wildlife including
deer, pine martens and golden eagles.

As part of the 70th anniversary cele-
brations, NatureScot held a photography
competition to showcase the dramatic
landscape, species and habitats on Beinn
Eighe.

The winner was Ben Catchpole of
Norwich, who spent time at Beinn Eighe
as a volunteer, with second place going
to Rachel Drummond of Wester Ross.
NatureScot staff have also created a
story map to vividly show the vital work
which has taken place on Beinn Eighe
over the last 70 years.

K's first national
nature reserve is 70

Left: Second place in the 70th anniversary photographic
competition, Pony Path Pools on Beinn Eighe NNR, by
Rachel Drummond.

STILLTIME TO MAKE A

"

07796 040803

sllmmlngworld co. uk
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OBAN
Glencruitten Church Hall

FORT WILLIAM
Salvation Army Hall,

Wednesday - 5.30pm, Thursday - 9.30am

Thursday - 3.30pm & 5.30pm, Friday — 9.30am
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WORLD

touching hearts, changing lives
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Campaign launc
Canal’s ‘unique’ Dunardry Bridge

hed to repair Crinan

by Sandy Neil

sneil@obantimes.co.uk

The Inland Waterways Association (IWA) has
launched a campaign asking people to help
uncover hidden heritage on their local water-
ways in need of protection or restoration.

One such heritage feature is Dunardry Bridge
at Lock 11 on the Crinan Canal. ‘This is a truly
unique feature as it is the only hand-operated
rolling bridge that goes across a lock chamber
anywhere on the UK’s inland waterways net-
work,” explained the IWA. ‘Sadly, the bridge
has been out of operation for many years and
is now in real need of repair.’

The IWA is encouraging local people to get
out and about on the nine-mile long Crinan
Canal to not only visit Dunardry Bridge but
also to see if they can find other examples of
hidden heritage on this picturesque canal.

These might include larger features such as
the 15 locks and seven bridges on the canal
or smaller features such as rope marks on the
bridges and locks, mason’s marks on the lock
walls, canal company signs or balance beam
spikes on the lock gates.

Any feature, no matter what size it might be,
adds to the overall heritage of the waterway
setting and tells the story of how the water-
ways were built and used in the past.

Alison Smedley, the IWA’s campaigns and
public affairs manager, said: TWA believes
that waterways heritage needs to be protected.
As part of our campaign to call for local au-
thorities and navigation authorities to better
protect waterways heritage, we are asking peo-
ple to investigate their local canal or river in
more detail than perhaps they ever have before
and find items of interest. We want to make
sure the quirky features of the waterways such
as Dunardry Bridge are retained, ideally in
working order and are not forgotten in the
future’

Jonathan Mosse, one of IWA’s representa-
tives in Scotland added: “Whilst there are oth-
er moveable bridges across lock chambers and

Water waster building, Ardrishaig, in 1996.
Photograph: Alison Smedley.

other rolling bridges, Dunardry Bridge is the
only example of both. As such, we are working
with Scottish Canals to explore options for
how to repair it. We understand that Scottish
Canals needs to concentrate its expenditure
on improvements to navigation but IWA
will fully support any heritage funding bid
undertaken by Scottish Canals to reinstate the
bridge.’

If you spot something of interest on the
Crinan Canal or any of the other canals in the
region, IWA would like you to snap a photo of
it on your phone and then send it to hidden-
heritage@waterways.org.uk.

Once received, one of IWA’s resident
Heritage experts will try to identify the feature
and upload it into the IWA Hidden Heritage
Gallery which can be found on the charity’s
website www.waterways.org.uk

The aim is to record as many important
historical features as possible as a resource for
future generations. Please include the exact
location, ideally using the ‘what3words’ app. If
you could take a close-up picture of the feature
and also a photo of the overall setting, that will
help with the identification. Please also grant
permission for IWA to use your photographs.

The Crinan Canal’s unique Dunardry Bridge: ‘Whilst there are other moveable bridges
across lock chambers and other rolling bridges, Dunardry Bridge is the only example of
both,’ said the Inland Waterways Association’s Jonathan Mosse.

Water supply entering the canal via a culvert
at Cairnbaan; and right, a sign indicating

a telegraph cable under the canal, near
Ardrishaig, Crinan Canal. Photographs: Alison Smedley.

FOR SALE IN STOCK

ELECTRIC suit 4 years upwards, 3 speed settings,disc brakes.
Fantastic wee machine ¢/w charger etc. £590 inc.vat

FOX 70 suit 6 years upwards 4 STROKE, electricstart,

fully automatic. £990 inc.vat

AU150 4 STROKE ,electric start,semi auto 3 speed gearbox with reverse,

fitted towball,carroiers front and rearl £1,999 inc.vat

AU200 4 STROKE, electric start, fully automatic with reverse, fitted towball,

carriers front and rear.£3,399 inc.vat
Tipping Trailer to suit above £478 inc.vat

TEL: 01631564176 / 077199 692072

www.stoddarisofohan.co.uk

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

SEPTIG TANK

v Septic Tank Emptying & Cleaning

v Sentic Tank Installations & Inspections

v Groundworks & Landscaping ‘ -

v Accredited Installer L SRR

Contact: T: 01546 607046 / 07917358285 CHAS
E-mail: septictankservicesitd@gmail.com S
Web: www.septictankservicesltd.com

CHAS.co.uk

SEPA Registered Waste Earrier
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Oban Link Club volun-

teer Helen Pearson kept
silent for four hours and
raised more than £1,300.

Helen was over-
whelmed by the support
she received which
came from as far away
as Australia, Canada and
Switzerland.

Money raised will go to
club funds.

The group meets on a
Wednesday from 2pm
to 4pm at the Baptist
Church Hall and in the
Perle Hotel on a Friday
from 11am to 2pm. New
members are always
welcome.

Business was brisk at the Ardchattan Centre
Craft Fair.

Craft fairis a crowd catcher

Right: Helen Pearson at
the end of her four-hour
sponsored silence with
members of Oban Link
Club.

Ardchattan Centre Craft Fair drew in a crowd
on Sunday November 21.

Chris Lavis-Jones took these photographs
of the event in the new community hub that
used to be the disused Bonawe School before a
successful community buy-out.

Y |
ﬁ .

LISMORE

Lismore Primary School
pupils fly fifth eco-flag

Headteacher Debbie Harris says youngsters
have been working hard over the past year to
earn another eco-flag.

The island school sent off its bid in October
showcasing its work and have just had news
of their success. ‘The award celebrates our
commitment to looking after the environment.
Over the past year we have been doing this
by growing, harvesting and composting in
our school garden; re-cycling, reducing and
re-using materials where we can and sustaining
little-to-no litter pollution in our environment
by putting all litter in the bin and introducing a
bin to our outdoor area,’ said Ms Harris.

She added: “This is Lismore Primary School’s
fifth eco-flag award and we are very proud to be

Above, below: crowds flocked to the
Ardchattan Centre Craft Fair.

Helen's silence is golden

KILMELFORD
Kilmelford remembers

This year’s Remembrance at Kilmelford Church
started with a gathering around the war memo-
rial, led by Mary Sandilands.

After the two-minute silence, wreaths were laid
by Donald Smith, crew manager of Kilmelford
Community Fire Station, and Major Donald
Campbell-Baldwin, late A&SH. Jim Robb was
the piper and also present were representatives
of Kilmelford Fire Station.

There followed a service inside the church,
taken by Georgina Dalton. She read the prayers
written by her father, in the absence of the
Regimental Chaplain, while serving in the Royal
Artillery early in 1943, for a service on a clifftop
overlooking the Mediterranean at Messina.

The service at Kimelford war memorial on
Sunday November 14.

Proud Lismore
Primary
School pupils
with their fifth
eco-flag.

international accreditation that has recognised
and rewarded young people’s environmental
actions for more than 25 years.

able to sustain our commitment to looking after
the environment with this year’s cohort.’
The Eco-Schools Green Flag scheme is an

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

®  ARGYLL

.‘1 REMOVALS

& STORAGE
REMOVALS ° STORAGE

HOUSE CLEARANCE

Phone Duncan on 01631 567345
or email: info@argyllremovals.co.uk
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Lots of treats on sale at Kilmore and Kilbride’s
craft and produce festive fair.

KILMORE AND KILBRIDE

Craft fair raises hundreds of
pounds for hall funds

Kilmore and Kilbride Christmas craft and pro-
duce fair raised £500 for hall funds.

The event, on Saturday November 27, was the
second successful market held at the community
hall this year.

All stall places were booked well in advance
and included fresh fish, baked goods and many
crafts helping to promote the Shop Local aspect
of Christmas. It was an opportunity for the hall’s
new Kkitchen extension to be used to provide
homemade soups for sale along with teas, coffee
and cakes. ‘Tt is hoped to hold at least one commu-
nity event each month next year,’ said Sue Burden
from the Kilmore and Kilbride community.

Right:
Sorcha
bakery was
at Kilmore’s
festive fair.

The craft fair was a good opportunity to
put the new kitchen extension at Kilmore
Community Hall to use.

Plenty of crafts and produce on sale at
Kilmore Community Hall

Consultation planned on electric vehicle charging sites

People are being asked for views on where
to put a potential 55 electric vehicle chargers

across Argyll and Bute.
The Environment, Development and
Infrastructure Committee approved the

proposed list on Thursday December 2. It had
been developed after a seminar with elected
members in September.

Smaller towns and tourist hotspots will be
the main priority for fast-charging units to
fill gaps in provision, then the focus will turn
to larger towns, as they have some provision
already.

The new plans show 55 potential Electric
Vehicle Charging (EVC) sites across the region

that could be installed when funding becomes
available from external sources.

The full list can be found on the council
website.

In addition, HITRANS will install eight
chargers across Argyll and Bute, as part of its
European-funded FASTER programme, at a
cost of around £372,000. These chargers are
additional to the 55 listed in the council’s pro-
posals and include the Corran Halls in Oban.

The others are: Rothesay Harbour; Port
Askaig, Islay; Pier Car Park, Dunoon; Lorne
Street Car Park, Lochgilphead; New Quay,
Campbeltown; Ledaig, Tobermory and the
Ferry Terminal, Tarbert.

The council is also taking full advantage of
available funding to install EVCs at offices and
depots to support the ever-growing number of
hybrid and fully electric vehicles used as part
of the council fleet. There are currently 70 of
these vehicles in use.

Policy lead for roads and infrastructure
services Councillor Rory Colville said: 'We've
looked at where EVCs need to be to make it
easier for people with electric vehicles to travel
around Argyll and Bute. However, we’ll be
asking people what they think and taking that
into account before we make a final decision.
Then, once funding becomes available, we
have a programme to work to.

or

At random

MARTIN LAING

editor@obantimes.co.uk

Bold ambition

Confession time: I found myself somewhat
peeved initially when I heard of the campaign
to make Oban a must-visit, year-round tourist
destination.

I was peeved because, much as I love all the
visitors during the traditional season, I also like
it when the numbers diminish and the town
returns to mostly residents only.

The joint initiative between Wild About Argyll
and BID4Oban, the business improvement
organisation for the town, plans to launch a
number of itineraries and activities to draw
people to the seafood capital of Scotland on a
year-round basis.

However, after some contemplation, I then
found myself reversing that original opposi-
tion. After all, tourism is vital to the town and
surrounding area, and I am good friends with
a number of local entrepreneurs and business
people who absolutely rely on the visitor pound
for their existence.

And let’s not overlook the fact that these pil-
lars of the community have had a brutally tough
time over the past couple of years as a result of
Covid and various lockdowns. Anything which
makes their enterprises more sustainable is to be
applauded.

Also, it has to be said, I almost always enjoy
(there have been occasions when I have not!)
meeting the hugely diverse array of people from
around the world when they stop in our town.
Countless are the conversations I have had in
various licensed premises with some fascinating
and interesting individuals and groups. And
almost always, they are enormously positive
about their experience here.

Central to the campaign is a website aiming to
be a hub to help visitors plan their break, with
information relating to all the town has to offer
and when. It is www.oban.org.uk.

The year-round campaign has much to
commend it, and will be driven by the ever
enthusiastic Andy Spence, boss banana at the
aforementioned BID4Oban. If Andy and the
others behind the bold programme are success-
ful, it will mean a substantial boost to the local
economy, and that is ultimately good for all of
us.

What do you think?

Send your comments to editor@obantimes.
co.uk

HURR

OBAN & LORN — TIJESDAY LOCHABER — TUESDAY. MULL — WEDNESDAY

CHRISTMAS DELIVERIES CLOSE
15TH DECEMBER FOR DELIVERY 21ST/22ND
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NEW SERVICES
Oil Heating
LPG &

Natural Gas
Repairs

Landlord &
Safety certificates
Servicing
Installations
Commercial
Renewables

07590 440 877

traleebaygas@gmail.com
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LETTER

Royal Mail failure

It really is not good enough that Royal Mail
can take £800 for a service and then just not
deliver - literally.

Over the last few weeks they have failed
people waiting for Covid booster jags,
people waiting on hospital appointments,
and the rest of us just wanting the service we
have paid for.

But now they are letting down the
bereaved and it is just not good enough.

So come on Royal Mail bosses, no more
excuses. Sort out this issue in Oban once
and for all. Your customers and your loyal
hard-working staff deserve better.

Gallanach Road reopens

It was good news this week when we heard
that Gallanach Road had finally reopened.

And all hats off to the team at Geo-Rope
who had the tricky job of ensuring the cliff
face was stable, by removing all the loose
rock.

Seventy tonnes were removed from the
hillside - with it taking five days to set up
the specialist equipment and just six seconds
to bring the loose rock down.

You can watch the video at www.oban-
times.co.uk. It’s just incredible!

CE=
with responsibility
publication on this page.
However we reserve

the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print
them. Names and postal addresses must be supplied,
including on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime
phone number is also required for verification.
Anonymous letters will not be printed. Please email:
editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: Letters page, The
Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.

The editor welcomes
letters of approximately
300 words in length for

The views expressed on our letters page are those
of the contributors and do not necessarily reflect
the views or policies of The Oban Times.

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure that all
our reports are fair and accurate and comply with
the Editors’ Code of Practice set by the Independent
Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We realise, how-
ever, that mistakes happen from time to time. If we
have published anything that is factually incorrect,
please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk; telephone on
01631 568000; or email editor@obantimes.co.uk

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous,
reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you are
unsatisfied with our response, you can contact IPSO
by email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. We will abide by the
decision of IPSO.

Being mean and miserable
helps no one

If Mr Cross (Oban Times, November 25) had
any idea of the history and economics of the UK
he would probably be aware that the majority of
imports that we enjoy and rely on are grown and
produced in much poorer countries almost exclu-
sively by non-white, poorly paid people.

Tea, coffee, chocolate, bananas, sugar to start
with, historically produced by slave labour. Then
the must-have gadgets like mobile phones, laptops,
TVs etc - there is only room on the letters page for
a few of them.

Just look at any item bought from abroad, how
much did you pay for it, where did the components
came from, who mined them (lithium), manufac-
tured them, packaged them?

People, of course, often earning pence per hour
and often not able clothe, feed or educate their
children - who are likely to be working long hours
for even less.

So what is he talking about? £36 million? That’s
a few grains of sand out of a bucket in comparison
to the tax money in many offshore accounts,
squirrelled away by British multinationals and
wealthy individuals. Those developing nations
are the ones that suffer the most by the effects of
climate change and poverty due to our consump-
tion and unfair trading practices, so the UK’s £100
billion is a shamefully small sum.

If the developed nations of the world had helped
to vaccinate everyone worldwide, it is highly likely
Omicron might not have spread, just one example
of money not being squandered.

Being mean and miserable helps no one.

Arthur, from the Isle of Lismore.

Frustration over last week’s
Harbour Board meeting

I am writing on behalf of the Oban Community
Harbour Development Association (OCHDA)
and the community of Oban to express my frus-
tration at the conduct of council officers at last
week’s Harbour Board meeting.

The report to the board did not take into consid-
eration the impact on Oban of the options being
considered and did not recognise the preparatory
work that has already been done by OCHDA -
many of the fundamental documents that will be
necessary totalling 36,000 words.

The board were told the quickest way to get a
new Harbour Authority was by either CMAL or
Argyll and Bute Council taking control but no

YOUR PICTURES

This beautiful photograph of Balla-
chulish Harbour was taken and sent in
by reader Colin Malcolm of Kentallan
who told us it was taken on a recent
chilly Sunday morning. If you have a
photograph you'd like to share with us,
please email a jpeg of no more than 2MB
to editor@obantimes.co.uk

YOURPHOTO

share with us: editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000

evidence was presented to support this. Then,
despite repeated public statements by officers that
the council lacked the skills and had no plan to
run a Municipal Port, the council report to the
board was changed during the meeting, without
any warning, recommending the Municipal Port
as the preferred option. Though superficially
welcome, no discussion of the consequences or
the timescale was possible. Council members
representing Oban were not informed of the plan
to change the recommendation (they were also not
consulted in the options appraisal process) and
could not question what officers told them, despite
the obvious implications, including financial and
risk.

Since the meeting OCHDA has been told officers
have not started work on the council’s ‘preferred
option’” and do not plan to do so until after the
next meeting of the Oban Bay Management
Group (OBMG) in January, losing another month
unnecessarily. If this is as urgent as they said - too
urgent to think about a Trust Port - why haven’t

they started on the work? How long will it take to
set it up? What will it cost to set it up?

Perhaps the reason is they don’t want to run the
harbour as a Municipal Port and, if they say they
haven’t started work on it in January, perhaps the
OBMG will decide to hand the responsibility to
CMAL instead?

What price democracy? OCHDA will not give
up the argument: Oban Harbour should be run as
a Trust Port. It will be best for Oban, its hinterland
and the island communities served from here, best
for all the water users and other stakeholders and,
in the end, best for the council.

John MacAlister, Chairman OCHDA.

Flawed decision-making

I fear Argyll and Bute Harbour Board was, at best,
misinformed on key items relating to timescale,
deliverability and finances, all of which should
have been key elements when determining their
preferred option for the future management of
Oban Bay last week.

HOME CLINIC SCOTLAND vo

Oban based company with 20 years experience

JOINERY ¢ FENCING ¢ DECKING
PERGOLAS ¢« GARDENS « GARDEN ROOMS
KITCHEN FITTING ¢ PAINTING & DECORATING

Contact Marino 07413017399
Email: marino@homeclinicscotland.com

Facebook: @homeclinicscotland

e

Contact MACC Developments Ltd Office on 01586 551555 or
enquiries@maccdl.co.uk for further information

: S T : Business Park
Workshops available to let
Sizes ranging from 62 Sqm to 1500 Sqm on secure business park site

Onsite offices, accommodation, internal and external storage space
Flexible lease terms available
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Council officers were aware that the Trust Port
proposal is by far the most advanced of the three
options effectively under consideration.

Unfortunately, despite having agreed that this
could be delivered by the end of the 2021 season, it
appears that officers did not convey this informa-
tion to our elected members.

Just 24 hours after the Harbour Board made its
decision, OCHDA was advised that the council
does not yet have a plan as to how it will progress
the project, and that it will be shutting down com-
munication with OCHDA, somewhat at odds with
the long-term prospects for a Trust Port.

A second concern relates to the lack of financial
material presented to members. Despite the signif-
icant increase in vessels using the facility in recent
years, the North Pier maritime assets are currently
operated at aloss by the council. This is the agreed
financial situation, as signed off by the Council
Executive Director. OCHDA’s financial projec-
tions had included a figure of £120,000 to be set
against the same assets each year— approximately
equal parts for lease payments, maintenance and
the creation of a Capital Fund which would only
be spent on upgrading the facilities which would
still be owned by the council. Again, officers did
not inform members of this, despite the obvious
benefits to the council. All this information is in
the public domain.

Finally, there is the matter of risk to the council
- both reputational and financial. In expanding
its area of responsibility the council is only able
to levy a Conservancy Charge on some of the
additional costs which it will incur. It is therefore
proposing to significantly expand an operation
which already struggles to pay for itself by taking
on additional responsibilities from which the leg-
islation prevents it from generating an operating
surplus.

Readers may be aware of the 2020 Audit
Scotland ‘Best Value’ report relating to the
performance of Argyll and Bute Council. The
report recommendations included the following:
‘we urge significantly increased pace and depth
of improvement and in doing so making greater
use of the potential for engaging, enabling and
empowering the communities of Argyll and
Bute’, and that Options Appraisals should include
robust financial evaluation.

It is clear that, so far as Oban Bay is concerned,
the council does not consider either of these rec-
ommendations to be appropriate. Again, further
source for concern.

Chairman, Oban Bay Stakeholder Group.

Hydro scheme not the positive
change some believe

Nothing remains the same these days, however
we have to hope any change is for the better.

Reading the account of the opening of
Morvern’s latest hydro scheme in the Lochaber
Times of December 2, the feeling of a large num-
ber of indigenous residents suggests that this isn’t
the case, not least because of the colossal amount
of borrowed money required to build it during
a global pandemic and the lack of transparency
showing how the local community will actually
benefit. Power is being sold to the national grid
which residents will soon be compelled to pay
back at twice the cost. What gain or fairness to
this small, fragile community on the edge?

Due to its remoteness, Barr was one of the last
places in the Morvern peninsula which could
be termed a wilderness, making it a haven and
special place for fur, feather and flora.

Top of the list was a large and obviously healthy
population of the now universally rare wildcat,
which the Scottish Government makes a priority
species worthy of its protection.

This was drawn to the attention of NatureScot
and the developer in the early stages. They went
into denial about their existence and nothing was
done to minimise disturbing them, no doubt to
hasten Holyrood’s renewables policy.

Hopefully they have not fled the scene altogeth-
er or perished in the attempt - but what loss will
a few moggies make to the developer anyway,
even although they are among the rarest animals
in Europe?

Iain Thornber, Morvern.

Beachd Ailein

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Le direach da latha deug chun na Nollaige bidh
sibh mar a> mhor-chuid, a’ smaoineachadh air
tiodhlacan na raithe agus ’s docha nas cud-
romaiche buileach co tha airidh air an seodrsa
aithne a tha tiodhlac @’ comharrachadh. Gun
teagamh theéid moran thiodhlacan a libhrige-
adh air sgath cairdeis is eolais, seach ’s docha
aithne air coibhneas neo seirbheis shonraichte
a thugadh tron bhliadhna. Chan eil mi air chor
sam bith ag radh nach eil tiodhlacan uile ceart is
iomchaidh mar a runaicheas sibh, ach saoilidh
mi gum bheil e inntinneach da-riribh beach-
dachadh air @’ bhliadhna a dh’thalbh agus air
feadhainn a rinn rudeigin araid. ’S docha nach
robh ann ach cuideigin a’ coileanadh dreuchd,
ach gun d’ rinn e neo i sin ann an doigh a bha
cairdeil, taiceil, blath.

Neo theagamh gur e coigreach nach thaca sibh
riamh roimhe is nach fhaic tuilleadh a bh’ ann,
cuideigin air nach eil ainm neo aithne agaibh,
ach a nochd coibhneas dhuibh san dol seachad.
Nach mor an togail ann an saoghal a tha cho
dorcha aig amannan, gum bheil gniomhan
coibhneil ann an nadar uimhir den t-sluagh.
Chunnaic mi litir ann am paipear ionadail
bho chionn latha neo dha bho charaid a tha
ciorramach is iad a’ toirt taing dha dithis chaile-
ag-sgoile a ghiulain am biadh a bha iad seo air
a cheannach ann an taigh-bidh chun a’ bhuird
dhaibh. ’S math gu dearbh a rinn na h-ighnean,
ach an robh an litir air dhoigh ag radh gun robh

an gniomh na annas ann an aithne nam feadhna
a thuair cuideachadh?

Ach, a bharrachd air mo theaghlach, co dha
bheirinn fhin an seodrsa aithne araid air am
bheil mi @’ bruidhinn? Uill gun teagamh sam
bith bhiodh luchd-obrach sheirbheis na slainte
uile glé ard air an liosta agam. ’S docha gun
canadh cuid nach eil iad ach a’ déanamh an
cuid obrach mar a tha sin na dhleastanas orra,
ach saoilidh mise gum bheil fianais gu leor
feadh na Rioghachd gum bheil na sgiobaidhean
sin a’ libhrigeadh an dleastanais, agus a’ chorr,
agus gum bheil @’ bhuil air moran aca a th’ air
an claoidh le mor-sgiths gu ire a tha a’ cur an
slainte thein an cunnart. Ach tha iad a’ cumail
a’ dol, mo mhile beannachd orra! ’S tric a chlu-
innear an abairt gum bheil moran eolaich aig a’
mhor-chuid againn, ach aireamh gle bheag de
shar charaidean. Tha mi den bheachd gum bheil
sin fior agus tha mi ’n dochas gum bheil sibhse
uile a tha a’ leughadh seo cho fortanach ’s gum
bheil sar charaid(ean) agaibh. Chan iarradh
mo shar charaid fhin a bhith ga ainmeachadh
ann an suidheachadh den t-seorsa seo, ach abair
gum bheil mi gam mheas fthein beannaichte
gum bheil a leithid ann, agus bidh mi cinnteach
sininnse dha aigan am seo, agus tron bhliadhna
air fad!

Nuair a thig e gu tiodhlacan chan eil dad as
luachmbhoire, neo a bheir barr air cairdeas agus
coibhneas!

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

It’s hard to believe that Christmas is only a few
weeks away. And what a strange Christmas it
will be — with the challenge of Covid still very
much with us, we know that we may well face
restrictions not unlike those of last year, even
as we celebrate.

As we see the Christmas trees decorated, tinsel
in the shops, and festive lighting in the streets,
we perhaps need the gentle reminder that we are
not there yet. For Christians this is the season of
Advent. Advent is a not-so-festive season when
we prepare ourselves for the great events we
celebrate at Christmas - the coming of God to
dwell amongst us in the child Jesus, the Son of
God. But for all of us, whether we’re Christian or

not, it is well worth dwelling on the preparation.

For Jews the week-long festival of light,
Hanukkah, has just concluded. For Hindus
and Sikhs, their day festival of light was at the
beginning of November. It is striking that for
many of the world’s faiths, there comes a festival
in winter to celebrate the coming (or the return)
of light and of hope in the midst of darkness.
The getting-ready for all these events was and is
as crucial as the thing itself.

Whatever your religious tradition, and howev-
er you celebrate in this season, I wish you a good
preparation, as well as a happy Christmas.

The Rt Revd Dr Keith Riglin,
Bishop of Argyll and The Isles
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SCOTLAND

Residential Property

Local surveyors operating throughout Argyll,
the Highlands and Islands
Dunoon 01369 705000

Helensburgh 01436 674976
Fort William 01397 705541

www.alliedsurveyorsscotland.com
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Highland Fasteners Ltd, 23-25 Stevenson Street, Oban, Argylil
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ENTERTAINMENT

Local author wins prize in national
environmental essay competition

Glen Lonan author Leonie Charlton
has been celebrating after picking
up second prize in a prestigious
essay and poetry competition.

The author attended the
prize-giving event at Kendal
Mountain Festival late last month
for Lancaster University’s Future
Places Environmental Essay and
Poetry Competition.

In her opening speech, Dr Karen
Lloyd, from the university's de-
partment of English and Creative
Writing, said the winning essays
and poems consider anew the ways
in which humans both help and
harm their local environments,
and find new forms of language
that enable us to tell stories about
the ways we live now, and about the
reckoning that must occur between
how we once lived, and how we will
inhabit our future places.

Dr Lloyd went on to say that

The author Leonie Charlton at
her home in Glen Lonan; and
right, Lucy Gray’s sculpture
‘Recovering Ground', image by
Alex Ramsay.

they had been overwhelmed not
only by the quality of essays and
poems submitted, but also by the
breadth of subject matter and the
experimental nature of form: from
the rescue of amorous toads from
certain death on a country lane: an
urban woodland 'loved to death' by
locked-down ramblers: a meadow
pipit’s nest clutched in the talons
of a golden eagle: drops of water re-
fracting and bending the landscape
in a thousand rich and subtle ways:
a love affair with a neighbours’
birch tree: from Darwin's garden
worms to the eel, 'legless with a
foot in two worlds": the oddness of
song, voice and memory contained
within ice: a Welsh quarry as the
post-Capitalist landscape: a poet
who needs to find new language.
Inherjudge’s comments Professor
Jenn Ashworth described Leonie’s
essay as ‘a direct and urgent explo-

ration of responsibility, care and
connection.” Woven through the
essay is the narrative poem Leonie
wrote for the collaborative exhibi-
tion with local sculptor Lucy Gray,
‘Recovering Ground’, currently
showing at the Resipole Studios on
Ardnamurchan.

The prizewinning essays and
poems will shortly be available
to read online at www.lancaster.
ac.uk/future-places/activities/
the-future-places-environmen-
tal-essay-and-poetry-prize,  and
Leonie’s essay will also be on her
website www.leoniecharlton.co.uk

B Leonie is showing slides and
giving a talk on her book, Marram,
signing books and reading from
her poetry pamphlet at A Scone
and a Scribe, at The Rockfield
Centre on Saturday December 11,
at 10am.
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NEW OFFICIAL STOCKIST
HONDA GARDEN MACHINERY

SUPPLIES

SALES & SPARES

Tel: 01631 566306

HONDA

www.hireandsupplies.com

Calling all tourism businesses...

2022 is underway!

Advertising on our maps and Holiday West Highland is now available to book!

Our beautifully illustrated tourist maps reach hundreds of thousands of visitors (and locals!) and
Holiday West Highland is the premier magazine packed with everything our visitors need to know
about making the most of their west coast holiday.

Earlybird offers available

Don't delay, book your business on your local map and in Holiday West Highland today!
Contact Fiona or Suzanne on 01631 568000
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Trail West
on stage
at Darvel
Music
Festival,
which
Robert
missed —
along with
the rest of
the band
-dueto
him having
tested
positive for
Covid.

The annual Park Bar quiz,
Quiz in the Park, which I pre-
viewed recently, was cancelled
this week due to Storm Barra -
an ironic name for a storm that
caused the cancellation of such
a West Coast event.

Unfortunately, it is not the
only event that will not be
happening this December in
Glasgow. There have been no
association dances, no annual
Vatersay Boys projection into
insanity in the Barrowlands,
and no George Square
Christmas market this year.

Although there are numer-
ous different reasons for all of
this, it is perhaps just as well
that Glasgow will be having
a slightly quieter Christmas
period this year, given the
emergence of the new Omicron
variant.

I, for one, will certainly be
having a quiet few days. I
have been in isolation since
last Thursday having tested
positive for coronavirus.

I was just about to leave the
flat for Elfingrove — Scotland’s
biggest ice rink by the
Kelvingrove museum - when
a lateral flow test came back

positive. I immediately got a
PCR which soon confirmed I
have the virus and I have been
locked up ever since.

Thankfully, the symptoms
have been very mild. My only
real complaint is the loss of
taste, but I am trying a few in-
teresting tactics to recover it. I
have bit into a lemon (couldn’t
taste anything), chewed on a
chilli pepper (didn’t flinch)
and, if my taste has not
returned by Friday evening,
my plan is to pour myself a
Laphroaig or something simi-
larly peaty.

Surely the virus will be no
match for that unique flavour!
I will keep you updated.

In seriousness, the most
gut-wrenching part of the
whole experience was having
to postpone our Tide Lines
show on Friday night in
Darvel Town Hall, Ayrshire,
which is a gig we have always
enjoyed over the years. That
gig will now happen in March
next year and thankfully
Horo, who were also on the
bill, were on hand to put on
a gig of their own for those
who had travelled for the

weekend to Darvel Music
Festival. The following night,
revellers enjoyed Trail West
and Skerryvore - so I dare say,
with that fantastic line-up of
bands, my absence was not felt
too keenly!

If all those postponements
and cancellations are getting
you down, and you are in
search of alternative ways to
spend the winter nights, then
never fear, there will soon be
a new album to listen to from
a Uist band who are really one
of the most sought after on the
scene at the moment.

Beinn Lee announced last
week that their second album,
Deo, will be released on Friday
December 17. Pre-orders are
available from the band’s
website and will be shipped
first class the week starting
Monday December 13 to hope-
fully guarantee delivery before
Christmas.

I will certainly be reviewing
that record when it comes
out, as I did their excellent
first album, Osgarra. If only it
was out a little bit earlier and
it might help me through this
isolation.

Virtual wardrobe
at the Highland
Folk Museum

For those who have always
wanted to wear a real piece of
history, help is at hand from
the Highland Folk Museum.

The open air museum has
created two new Instagram
and Facebook filters, allowing
people to try on two historic
bonnets - a classic white
cotton mutch, and a green
woollen tam o’shanter.

The bonnets are real objects
from the museum’s collection
that date from around the end
of the 19th century.

Project Officer Helen Pickles
said: 'We wanted to create a
fun and engaging way to expe-
rience textile objects from our
collection, and see what can
be achieved with augmented
reality (AR) technology.

The tam o'shanter can be
virtually tried on via the
museum's social media apps

'"The tam o’shanter is a clas-
sic Scottish bonnet and the
one from our collection was
occasionally worn by former
curator Ross Noble, and we
have some photos of him
wearing it at previous events
held at the museum.

'"The white cotton mutch with

ribbon ties is another quintes-
sential Scottish bonnet, worn
to keep a woman’s hair clean
and tidy whilst she went about
her jobs on the croft.

'Although we now don’t
physically try on the objects in
the collection, this new filter
will let anyone try on the hats.'

To celebrate these very
Scottish bonnets, the filters
were launched on St Andrew’s
Day. The two filters need
to be accessed through the
Instagram and  Facebook
phone apps and the museum
is encouraging people to share
their snaps through social
media.

The digital dress-up is part
of the Folk and Fabric project
at the Newtonmore museum,
aiming to showcase items
from the collections online
and offer 360-degree tours of
five of the historic buildings.
It is due to launch early next
year.

What's on at Oban Cinema

OF TH

DOCUMENTARY

James Morrison is widely recognised as one of Britain’s
finest landscape artists. His work hangs in the homes of JK
Rowling and the Royal Family, as well as in museums, and
private collections around the world. As the documentary
opens, Morrison faces his greatest challenge: his eyesight is
fading fast, and he has one more major painting to
complete. From his studio just outside Montrose, Morrison
can hear the crashing North Sea. On the wall is a drawing of
Mickey Mouse he completed when he was 8 years old, at
the outset of World War II.

Eye of the Storm is a fascinating exploration of what it
means to be a landscape painter. It is also the poignant and
universal story of a creative mind dealing with his own
mortality, and the physical frailties that catch up with all of
us.

Friday 10 December
Ghostbusters: Afterlife | 12A
Clifford The Big Red Dog | PG
A Boy Called Christmas | PG
House Of Gucci | 15

Eye Of The Storm | 12A

12:30
16:15

17:00
19:00
19:30

Saturday 11 December
Clifford The Big Red Dog | PG
Encanto | PG

A Boy Called Christmas | PG
Ghostbusters: Afterlife | 12A
Eye Of The Storm | 12A
House Of Gucci | 15

12:00/15:00
12:30
14:30/17:15
16:45

19:15

19:30

Sunday 12 December

Clifford The Big Red Dog | PG
A Boy Called Christmas | PG
Ghostbusters: Afterlife | 12A
Eye Of The Storm | 12A
House Of Gucci | 15

12:00/15:00
14:30/17:15
16:45

19:15

19:30

Wednesday 15 December (subtitled screenings day)
Clifford The Big Red Dog | PG 16:30 %
Encanto | PG 17:00 %
House Of Gucci | 15 19:00%
A Boy Called Christmas | PG 19:30 %

Thursday 16 December
Clifford The Big Red Dog | PG
Encanto | PG

House Of Gucci | 15 19:00
A Boy Called Christmas | PG 19:30

Y Key: HOH - Subtitles for the hard of hearing.
Join our mailing list at www.obanphoenix.com/mailing-list

16:30
17:00

Face coverings must be worn when moving within the building.
Once seated you can remove your face covering. All showtimes are subject to availability
and change. Updates can be found on our Facebook page.

obanphoenix.com 01631562905
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MONDAY: 8am-12pm
12-3pm
5pm-7pm
7pm-8pm
8pm-9pm
9pm
8am-10am
10am-12.30pm
Tpm-3pm
5pm-7pm
7pm-8pm
8pm-9pm
9pm
WEDNESDAY: 8am-11am
Tlam-Tpm
Tpm-3pm
4pm-7pm
7pm-9pm
9pm
8am-11am
Tlam-2pm
3pm-7pm
7pm-9pm

TUESDAY:

THURSDAY:

FRIDAY: 8am-10am
10am-1pm
Tpm-4pm
4pm-6:45pm
6:45pm-7pm
7pm-8pm
8pm-10pm
8am-10am
10am-1pm
2pm-4pm
6pm-7pm
7pm-8pm
8pm-10pm
9am-11am
Tlam-2pm
3pm-5pm
7pm-9pm
9pm

SATURDAY:

SUNDAY:

YOUR LOCAL RADIO LISTINGS
Tunein to 103.3 Fm or listen live at
www.obanfm.com or on the Tuneln app.

For requests, competitions or questions please call us
on 01631 570057 or email: studio@obanfm.org.uk

Breakfast show with Stephen

Lunch with Bob G

Drive Times with Marcus

Highland Fling with Rosemary

Calum McLuckies Show

David Cullen Show

Breakfast Show with Stephen

Ken Hunter

Macky on FM

Drive Times with Archie Darling
Highest Praise with Stuart Chalmers
Scottish Sounds with Archie Cameron
Oban Pride on the Waves with Jay & Crystal
Breakfast Show with Stephen
Comfort Zone with Lesley

Doug in the afternoon

Drive Times with Campbell

Country meets Rock N Roll with Len
Gordon’s Grooves

Breakfast Show with Andy & Sarah
Lunch Show with Steve

Drive Time with Stephen

Christine’s Collections

Ann’s Ceilidh

Margo Till Midnight

Breakfast Show with Anna & Phil

The Brunch Show With The One

Bob G Country, Rhythm & Blues show
Teeney & Tiny Show with Harry & Janet
Sports View with the Dream Team
Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig
Evening Show with Peter Rainnie
Breakfast Show with Andy

Saturday Morning Live with Linda
Jukebox Jamboree with Ken Mc
Sports View with the Dream Team
Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling
Evening Show with Dave Hobbs
Sunday Morning with Breege

Sunday Brunch with Stephen

Mental Musings with Mer

New Country Show with Dave & Murdoch
Drum & Bass with Graham.

Across
7 Pass on (6)
8 Turmoil (6)
9 Rise and fall of water (4)
10 Going to bed (8)
11 Loser (4-3)
13 Moor (5)

17 Part (7)
20 Roosting place (8)

22 Yellow drink (6)
23 Needed to board (6)

Down
1 Of lowly status (6)
2 Whereabouts (4)
3 Although (7)
4 Zest (5)

EANEEEN

15 Dot on a computer screen (5)

21 Lay back and enjoy the situation (4)

CROSSWORD

EAlEEEEEE aEN

ANERE
5 Having a restless longing (8)
6 Online newsgroup system (6)
12 1t sticks out (8)
14 Maximum speed limit in the UK (7)
16 Cooling-off period (3,3)
18 Eviction (6)

19 Move (5)
21 Composer of Air on the G string (4)

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

g

Spotlight's swashbue

by Janet Kinghorn

editor@obantimes.co.uk

Outside the wind might have
been howling and the rain
lashing down, but inside
Oban Corran Halls we were
transported to the Caribbean
for a fun-filled fantastic
adventure from the Spotlight
Musical Theatre Group's
panto Treasure island.

After not being able to get
together for so long, it was
fantastic to see the young
and young at heart enter into
the panto spirit as buckles
were swashed, timbers were
shivered and we all shouted
out the familiar chorus of:
‘He’s behind you’, as ghastly
ghosts and ghouls guarded
the island treasure our heroes
had come to find.

The talented ensemble
brimmed with energy as
they sang and danced the
night away. There were
classic panto performances
from Andrew Baxter’s Mrs
Hawkins, wearing ever ex-
travagant outfits, Long John
Silver, played by Ian Henry,
plus his dastardly sidekicks
Peter MacArthur, Kevin
Baker and Jack Anderson. All
had us boo-ing at the baddies
and cheering for the goodies.

Highlights in the perfor-
mance came from Megan
Day (Jenny Trelawney)
and Aisling Duncan (Jim
Hawkins) who both dazzled
in their roles, while Ellie
Cooper was a cracker as
Polly the Parrot. I could not

Scots and Irish share Columba's story in T

Warrior, poet, holy man: the
revealing life story of one of
Ireland and Scotland’s most
important saints is told in a
new documentary celebrating
1,500 years since the birth of
Calum Cille: An Naomh Dana
| Columba: The Bold Saint.

The documentary is available
on BBC iPlayer for 30 days,
after its broadcast on BBC
ALBA and TG4 on Tuesday
December 7 to celebrate the
1500th anniversary of the Irish
and Scottish saint’s birth.

Though known by many as
the Dove of Peace, he was at
the centre of bloody battles,
before founding a monastery
on Iona, laying the founda-
tions for the island to become
a beacon of civilisation in the
Early Middle Ages - he’s even
said to have taken on the Loch
Ness Monster.

fail to shine a light on Jessica
McCann and Lachie D’Arcy
as Seadog Sam and Seaweed
Willy who are sure to be fu-
ture stars as they effortlessly
owned the stage.

Special mention must also
go to the Women’s Institute
led by the fantastic, ma-
tron-like, Fran Melville as
Mrs Henderson, while Susan

Baker's Mrs Normington
transformed into a terrific
pirate!

The company triumphed -
both those on stage and off
- in a brilliant night of music,
dance, frocks and frolics,
warming people's hearts and
bringing a smile to every
face that left the Caribbean
and headed out into the cold
Oban night.

B More photographs at
www.obantimes.co.uk

Viewers will journey from
Donegal to Iona, uncovering
the truths behind the myths
surrounding the troublemak-
er, copyright infringer, warrior
and exile, who came to be one
of the most revered individuals
in Scottish and Irish history, as
well as gaining international
renown over the centuries.

Dramatic reconstruction
is interwoven with expert
accounts as we rediscover the
achievements of this most
uncompromising of saints.

Dr Duncan Sneddon, from
the University of Edinburgh,
spoke of Columba's legacy:
"There’s a difference between
Columba the man who lived
on Earth and the historical
figure who was recreated in
the generations after his death
- and they all create their own
Columba. But they all tell us

something important. They
all put together a Columba
who was powerful, brave and
important in different ways.'

Dr Niamh Wycherley, of
Maynooth University, said
in the programme: 'Arguably
Colmcille’s most important
and lasting legacy is the great
swathe of ecclesiastical foun-
dations that he established
across Ireland and parts
of western Scotland. Iona
of course was his primary
foundation, the one he’s most
rightly famous for.

'However he also founded
other major ecclesiastical in-
stitutions — Kells and Durrow.
These primary foundations of
Colm Cille produced some of
our most precious and famous
historical artefacts - the Book
of Kells, The Book of Durrow,
early collections of the Irish

Annals. These are incredibly
important texts in their own
right, but also physical objects.’

Alan Esslemont, Director
General of TG4, said:
'‘Addressing  the  Scottish

Parliament in 2016, President
Michael D. Higgins reflected
on the relationship between
Ireland and Scotland, “given
our shared and complex his-
tory, it has often been difficult
to say where the Irish ends and
where what is Scottish begins.
Or the other way round.”
'‘Colm Cille, warrior-cler-
ic-politician, was in the
vanguard of what was con-
sciously the Irish colonisation
and plantation of Scotland,
spreading Irish Christianity
throughout  Scotland and
using the names for Ireland,
Eire, Fodhla, Banbha, Ealg
to symbolically stake out
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Irish ownership of key places
in Scotland, Strathearn (the
Valley of Ireland), Glenelg (the
Glen of Ireland), Atholl (New
Ireland), Banff (Ireland) and
Elgin (Little Ireland).

T am delighted to mark
the 1,500th anniversary of
his birth, that TG4 and our
Scottish sister channel, BBC
ALBA, are bringing a fresh
and compelling documentary
to screens in both of our
countries on the life of this
most obstinate, avant-gardist,
bold and influential Gael who
permanently changed both
Ireland and Scotland.'

The story of St Columba
is brought to life in a new
documentary.

DIARDAOIN 9 An Dubhlachd
THURSDAY 9 December

17.00

Programan Chloinne — Children’s

programming

19.00
19.25
19.30
20.00
20.30
21.00
22.00
22.30
23.25

Beartas nan Daoine/The Peoples Riches
Dan

SpeakGaelic S1 Ep7 Obair/Work
AnLa—NEWS

Eorpa/European Current Affairs

An Taistealaiche/The Far Traveller
Mach a Seo!

Sealgairean Mara/Genius Sea Hunters
Transatlantic Sessions:Dluth an Daimh

DIHAOINE 10 An Dubhlachd /
FRIDAY 10 December

17.00

Programan Chloinne — Children’s

programming

19.00
19.25
19.30
19.55
20.00
20.30

An La-NEWS

Dan

Machair

Fraochy Bay

Fianais-Mary Ward

An Cuan Sgith /The Minch with Anne

Lunden

21.00
23.00
23.45

Na Trads 2021
DNAS1
Binneas-Na Trads

DISATHAIRNE 11 An Dubhlachd
SATURDAY 11 December

16.00

Programan Chloinne — Children’s

programming

17.45
18.00

Anla
Scottish Premiership-St. Johnstone v

Aberdeen

19.45

Port-Druthag Bheag Eile

4

20.00  Fianais- Mary Ward

20.30  An Lot/The Croft

21.00 ALT

22.00 Sealgairean Mara/Genius Sea Hunters
22.50  Celtic Connections Shorts

23.00  Scottish Premiership-St Johnstone v
Aberdeen

00.40  Binneas-Na Trads

DIDOMHNAICH 12 An Dubhlachd
SUNDAY 12 December

16.00  SWPL- Spartans v Rangers

18.05  Celtic Connections

18.15 Anla

1830 Seachd La /News Review

19.30  Alleluia/Spiritual praise

20.00  Eorpa/European Current Affairs
20.30  Miann na Maighdinn-mara/Mermaid
Tales

21.00  Calum Cille-An Naomh Dana/
Columba-The Bold Saint

22.00 Bannan (S6 Ep5)

2240 Bannan (S7 Ep1)

23.00 DNA/Danish Drama

23.45 Binneas-Na Trads

DILUAIN 13 An Dubhlachd
MONDAY 13 December

17.00 Programan Chloinne — Children’s
programming

19.00 Dileas-Working Horses

19.30 SpeakGaelic (S1Ep9) Biadh agus Deoch/
Food and Drink

20.00 Anla—NEWS

20.30 Dreach UrNa Nollaig

21.00 Trusach- Seudraidh Cheilteach/Celtic
Jewelley

B|B|CF.\N:7.

22.00 Bannan (S7 Ep2)

22.30 Piper Alpha-An Sgail/Piper Alpha-Under
the Shadow

2330 MachaSeo!

DIMAIRT 14 An Dubhlachd
TUESDAY 14 December

17.00  Programan Chloinne — Children’s
programming

19.00 Beartas nan Daoine/The People’s Riches
19.25 Dan

19.30 SpeakGaelic S1Ep8 Tide dheth/Time off
20.00 Anla—NEWS

20.30  Wild Atlantic Way-With Anne Lundon
21.00 MachaSeo-Na Fir-chlis

22.00 Trusadh-Seudraidh Cheilteach/Celtic
Jewellery

23.00 Machair

23.25 Binneas-Bard Mhealboist

23.30 Alleluia!

DICIADAIN 15 An Dubhlachd
WEDNESDAY 15 December

17.00 Programan Chloinne — Children’s
programming

19.00 Dileas-Working Horses

19.30 SpeakGaelic S1Ep9 Biadh agus Deoch/
Food and Drink

20.00 Anla

20.30 An Lot/The Croft

21.00 Seoid a’ Christmas/Christmas Kitchen
Coves

22.00 BannanS7 Ep3

22.30 Transatlantic Sessions: Dluth an Daimh
23.00 An Taistealaiche/The Far Traveller

BBC.CO.UK/ALBA | BBC.CO.UK/IPLAYER

Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

At

OLDS ROTARY
CHRISTMAS LUNCH

»

# * -.-'. '

2 ik ok

The Rotary Club of Oban are really sorry that the OLDS Christmas Lunch
can’t go ahead again this year due to Covid-19, however we want you to
know that we are thinking of you at Christimas even if we can't meet in person.
We would invite you to enter our free Christmas Draw to receive your own
Rotary Christmas Card and small gift, sponsored by Ee-usk and supported
by Bid40Oban, along with entry into our Christmas Hamper Raffle.

We have six hampers ready to be delivered by our
Super Special Socially Distanced Secret Santa.

Please contact MacQueen Brothers on 01631 564848
between 9am and 4pm to take part.

The Draw will be open till 4pm on Wednesday 15th December

Don’t delay, apply today and GOOD LUCK in the Raffle.
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30 FEATURE

EVEN SANTA KNOWS
WHERE TO GO FOR
ALL OUR GIFTS IDEAS

There’s no need to fight the
internet and deliveries this year,
Oban has everything you need
from flufty socks to handmade
works of art. Come and explore
and dont forget some shops are

open late for shopping every
Thursday, starts November 26th

till December 24th.

CRAIGARDD -“C@OR

COLOL N ¢ INSPIRE

PRE CHRISTMAS

PROMOTION

All Stock Wallpaper & Dulux paints

(excludes promotional items)

10% discount until 21st December 2021
Oban Hospice Charity Calendar available

£10 each

After an incredibly challenging near-two years of lock-
downs, closures, restrictions and damage to trade caused
by coronavirus and other factors, they need our backing
like never before.

That’s why BID4Oban is urging everyone to shop local as
much as possible this Christmas.

Chief executive Andrew Spence said: ‘For us, supporting
local is all about the future. We have an extremely vibrant
town and many shops and businesses do not stay vacant
for long. In a time when other high streets see stores clos-
ing due to the pandemic, Oban sees new businesses spring
up and prosper.’

‘Christmas is one of the most important seasons in retail,
where 60% of a retailer’s sales are made, a vital part of their
cash flow to cover the cost of local staff, rents, and rates
through the shoulder season. If we don’t use our local
shops during this period, we really do risk losing the heart
of our communities.’

To help local shoppers experience all Oban has to offer,
BID4Oban has teamed up with some retailers and ex-
tended late night shopping throughout December. Every
Thursday sees some businesses stay open later and help

shoppers get those Christmas gifts right up till December
23.

When asked what it means for her, Kay at Bid4Oban is
very excited, saying: ‘Christmas is always a magical time
and our town has it all. Shoppers can now relax and forget
beating the Christmas rush. You can pick up quality gifts
while also supporting local independent businesses.’

Fancy That, Cancer Research, Bay Bath & Body, Regatta,
Trespass, Alba, Oban Whisky & Fine Wine, The Wee
Gallery, Highland Soap Co., MacIntyres of Oban, The
Sports Shop, Made in Argyll, Alba Kitchen Garden, Oban
Tweed Centre, Oban Woollen & Crafts, and Taste of
Argyll will all be open until late for all your festive needs.

Billy Thomson, of The Sports Shop, Oban, said: ‘By
showing loyalty to local businesses, local people could
help support local jobs, the Oban economy as well as local
groups and charities.

‘If they are going to buy something sporty and they think
we might possibly do it, come in the shop or give us a call,
that’s all we ask. Why not come in and support us.’

So get out there and buy, shop & support local this
Christmas!

s

SUPPORT LOCAL THIS CH
WITH LOVE OBAN VOU

AVAILABLE IN STORES AND ONLINE WWW.L

l. A. Mackinnon Haulage

Nationwide freight transport
to the West Coast and Islands.
Haulage, Plant Hire, Ground

Works and Building supplies.
Tel: 01879220044 / 07767402937

Over 20 years in
the business of
nationwide haulage
to the islands and
west coast.

In a rush? Phone in your order, pay at the time and collect at your convenience.

Shop at your local independent Dulux Colour and Advice Store where
Advice and Service Matters.
Wishing all our Customers a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Closed from 22nd December 2021 re-open Wednesday 5th January 2022

10-12 Craigard Road, Oban, Argyll. PA34 5NP
Tel: 01631 562680

Experienced, reliable delivery of agricultural supplies,
timber frames, machinery, building supplies, wind turbine
components and other heavy loads.
lain A MacKinnon Ltd. Dunfoot,
Balephetrish, Isle of Tiree. PA77 6UY
e-mail: mackinnonhaulage@btconnect.com
www.mackinnonhaulage.co.uk
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we celebrate Ob an S
all businesses A L
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&% Tel 01631 566617
6MacGregor Court, Oban

RISTMAS
CHERS

31D40BAN.CO.UK

Hill walking Wild swimming Stand up paddle-boarding
Kayaking Climbing Ski-ing
Camping Snorkelling Sailing Fell running

Arts and Crafts Shop

Iﬂadzin@vz%&

Oban

Handcrafted by locals

[e1¢ &y local Thie Conndhnag

Made in Argyll is full of locally made gifts by local folk

.,r RONI S CHAINSAW ART

4 Open 7 days a week
A variety of bespoke pieces in stock Mon to Sat 10am to 5pm Sunday 11am to 4pm

. K 01631770206/ 07748 414945 | K1 WadeinArgyilco.uk 07703301831 (€]

e IN THE HEART OF OBAN, OPPOSITE THE RAILWAY STATION
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" Merry Christmas
& a Happy New Year

to all our friends
in Oban, Connel,
Lochawe, Dalmally
and Inveraray.

SEASONS GREETINGS

to all my relatives,
friends and neighbours
from Betty MaclLachlan,
Spean Bridge

M

" Merry Christmas
& a Happy New Year

to all my friends in Lynn
Court and to my support
workers and relatives.

" Merry Christmas
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, friends
and neighbours from
Chrissie MacLea, Luing

M

Paul and Gemma
Cummins, Kelvindale,
Glasgow wish all friends,
former neighbours and
colleagues a Happy and

M

" Merry Christmas
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives,
friends and neighbours
from lain MacDonald and

From Catriona
Campbell

family, 14 Millpark Place,

From Alice Girvan Oban

g and famiy . Seus

L

Festive Season

Published on 16th December
SEND A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO FRIENDS FOR JUST £21

Merry Christmas
& a Happy New Year

SEASONS GREETINGS

JOHN AND JANE
SMITH, OBAN

to all my relatives
friends & neighbours
from
John Smith, Oban

to all my relatives
friends & neighbours
from
John Smith, Oban

would like to wish all

their relatives, friends

& neighbours a merry
Christmas

Simply fill in the coupon below with your special
festive message and send it to:-

OBAN TIMES, LOCHAVULLIN IND EST, OBAN PA34 4HB
phone in your message on 01631 568000
or email adverts@obantimes.co.uk
ONLY £21 (inc. VAT.) OPTIONS A,B OR C.
PAY BY CHEQUE / PO or Phone in your message quoting your Master
Card/Visa Number
Deadline Monday 13th December. To appear Thursday 16th December

ALl B[]

PLEASE TICKABOX FOR THE
TEMPLATE YOU WISH TO USE.
*(NOT FOR PUBLICATION)

20 words maximum PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY
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" Merry Christmas
& a Happy New Year

to all my friends

from Margaret Kilcullen
Milngavie Manor,
Craigton Road,

. Milngavie, G22 7JG

"M erry Christmas
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives
friends & neighbours
from Janet Evans,
Oban.

PEARL
AND COLIN
send love and a happy

Christmas to all our
friends in Mull & Oban.

e leg
'b'fati Books,

Merry Christmas
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives,
friends and neighbours
from Penny MacPhail

NADINE &
SHAUN, KILMORE

Merry Christmas
& a Happy New Year
to all our relatives,
friends and neighbours

SEASONS GREETINGS

Sach and Anne wish all
their friends and relatives
a Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year

) \K?AS 4

el |1| ues Ln‘\(..u ‘L.L.!\
music angd te |LNI‘-

& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives,
neighbours and
friends. From Kathleen
MclLennan, Bridge of

Orchy

" Merry Christmas
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives,
friends & neighbours
from Harry Hickford,
Ruarigan, Tobermory.

- Jimmy and Kay
Harrison

would like to wish all
family, friends and
neighbours a merry
Christmas a happy and
healthy New Year.

QN
'lDLL )

H

5

jon oi the Pa L Vea

" Merry Christmas

SEASONS GREETINGS

Jan and Brian Wilkinson,
Taynuilt wish family,
friends and neighbours
peace and joy at
Christmas and best
wishes for 2022.

MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND A HAPPY
NEW YEAR

from Margaret and
Dochie MacLean,
Salen.

" Merry Christmas
Norman &
Mary MacMillan

From
Kevin, Grace
and Olivia

HENRY AND
ETIVE BLACK, OBAN

wish all their friends a
merry Christmas and
a healthy and peaceful
New Year.

" Merry Christmas
G a Happy New Year

to all our relatives,
friends and neighbours
from Mairi and Norman
Macleod

Christine McKillop would
like to wish all her family,
friends, neighbours
and carers
a Merry Christmas

and a Happy New Year

" Merry Christmas
& a Happy New Year

to all our friends and
neighbours from
Calum and Ann
MacPhaill, Fingal’s View,

Stronmilchan.

SEASONS GREETINGS

to all friends and families
in Lochaber, Sheila
Maitland, Edinburgh.

L1z AND ERIC
DEVERILL

Wishes everyone at
Oban Baptist Church
and Glencruitten Golf

Club and all friends

.. and family the very
- ~best of the season

SCOTTISH
FIELD

January

So that was 20 Q?
The Hebridean Baker recipes... Ouiz of the Year...
Stunning aerial photogrphay... bcq] ront interiors...
Artist Mouse Macpherson... A Perth garden...
Rule, Britannia! writer... Book reviews...

New Year...

Stephen Jardine’s Credo...
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES: SPONSORED BY NFU MUTUAL OBAN

For your insurance needs call
NFU Mutual

Euan Warnock and Donna
INSURANCE{ PENSIONS | INVESTMENTS

Around the markets

MacDougall on 01631 567 036

various classes and his awards
are as follows: Bullock Calf.

1st & Champion; - Tombuie;
2nd - 13 Eoligarry; 3rd -
Lephinchapel. Heifer Class.
1st & Reserve Champion -

United Auctions, Dalmally,
December 4: sold 501 store
cattle and 50 breeding cattle.
Bullocks sold to £1340 for

an AAx from | R Morrison, 13
Eoligarry, Barra to average

Eoligarry; £1030, 13 Eoligarry;
£1020, Tombuie, £1000,

£920, 13 Eoligarry; £900,
Keppoch Farms, Roy Bridge.
SALx - £840(2), Kildavaig.

£703.22 and heifers sold to Kildavaig; 2nd - 13 Eoligarry; SIMx - £1085, Lochphuil, Tiree;
£1070 for a CharX from Escart ~ 3rd - Kildavaig. £935, Eurach; £910(2), £890,
Farm to average £610.46. LEADING LOTS & PRICES PER  Lochphuil; £875, Eurach; £850,
Bullocks sold to 314.8p/kg for ~ HEAD Cairnbaan.

a LimX from A & J Anderson, BULLOCKS - AAx - £1340, HEIFERS - AAx - £750,
Tullochcan Farm to average £1090, 13 Eoligarry; £990(2), Achnacreemore. BSHx

235.2p and heifers sold to Achnacreemore; £820, - £670(2), Tiretigan. BRBx -

305.9p for a LimX from | R
Morrison, 13 Eoligarry to
average 219.99p. Breeding
cattle sold to £1400 for a
LimX, incalf heifer from K
Taylor & Sons, Dall. This
annual event attracted a large
following of buyers from near
and far which resulted in a
buoyant trade with averages
levelling out at similar values
to last year. At the show prior
to the sale, Mr Tony Miller, of
High Gameshill, judged the

2 Eoligarry. BSHx - £850,
Ashgrove; £800(2), Keppoch
Farms (Roybridge); £800,
Ashgrove. BRBx - £1005(4),
£950, Lephinchapel. BAx

- £1085, £890, Lochphuil,
Tiree. CHARx - £1030(2), £980,
£940(3), £925(3), Kildavaig;
£920(4), Fernoch; £890(2),
Escart; £890, Couston

Farm; £880, Musdale Farm.
LIMx - £1290, 10 Eoligarry,
Barra; £1270, £1265, 13
Eoligarry; £1210, £1060, 10

£810, £790, Lephinchapel.
BAX - £720, Lochphuil,

Tiree. CHARx - £1070, Escart;
£1000, £960(3), £935(4), £930,
Kildavaig; £845(2), £835,
Couston; £830(5), Fearnoch.

13 Eoligarry; £850, Stonefield
Farm; £840, Kildavaig.

Eurach.
PRICES PERKILO
BULLOCKS - AAx — 246p,
240p, Achnacreemore; 240p,

Ardchatten; £960, Tullochcan;

LIMx - £995, Tullochcan; £930,

SIMx - £810(3), Dalmore; £780,

Scotstown; 240p, 2 Eoligarry;
223p (3), Aldersyde. BSHx

- 245p (2), Keppoch Farms;
245p (2), Homefield Croft;
236p, Dalmore; 236p, Otter
Estate; 233p (5), Brenchoille;
226p (3), Keppoch Farms.
BRBx - 302p, 293p, 291p,
274p, 266p, Lephinchapel.
BAX - 268p, 258p, 247p, Loch-
phuil. CHARx - 292p(3), 292p,
Kildavaig; 291p, Fernoch;
284p(3), Kildavaig; 282p, 275p,
Musdale; 261p(5), 260p(6),
258p(6), Laggan Farms;
253p(2), Kildavaig; 252p(4),
Fernoch; 248p(6), Laggan
Farms; 248p(2), 242p, Couston
Farm; 237p(2), Laggan Farms;
231p(2), Escart. LIMx - 315p,
Tullochcan; 307p, 13 Eoligarry;
305p, Tombuie; 301p(3),
Craignafeoch; 295p, 13
Eoligarry; 287p(7), Keppoch
Farms; 287p, 13 Eoligarry;
276p(6), 265p(7), Keppoch
Farms; 264p(2), Craigmore;

262p, Tombuie; 262p(4), Tigh
Airigh; 257p(2), Succothmore;
257p, Tullochcan; 254p(2), 10
Eoligarry; 254p(3), Craignafe-
och; 254p(3), 10 Eoligarry;
253p(2), Keppoch Farms;
251p(8), Ellary Farms; 250p(3),
Stonefield. SALx - 247p (2),
Kildavaig. SIMx — 268p(2),
Lochphuil; 263p, Tigh Airidh;
258p, Lochphuil; 254p(3), 2
Keil Crofts; 247p, Lochphuil;
242p, Couston Farm; 242p, 2
Keil Crofts; 236p, Dalmore;
234p, Lochphuil; 233p(5),
Dalmore; 231p, Lochphuil.
HEIFERS - AAx - 210p,
Achnacreemore. BSHx - 223p,
218p, Tiretigan. BRBx - 277p,
250p, 245p, Lephinchapel.
BAXx - 254p, Lochphuil.
CHARX - 300p (3), 296p, 295p
(4), 289p, Kildavaig; 256p (5),
Fernoch; 251p (2), Couston
Farm; 248p, Musdale Farm;
248p, Couston Farm; 234p
(2), Fernoch. LIMx — 306p, 13

Eoligarry; 259p, Stonefield;
255p, 253p, 250p (2),
Tullochcan; 250p, 13 Eoligarry;
250p, Tombuie; 249p (8), 10
Eoligarry; 247p, Kildavaig;
246p (4), 10 Eoligarry; 243p
(6), Keppoch Farms; 236p (2),
13 Eoligarry; 234p, Keppoch
Farm; 231p, Stonefield

Farm. SIMx - 255p (2),
Dalmore; 254p (2), Lochphuil;
254p (3), Dalmore; 231p,
Lochphuil; 227p, Couston
Farm. BG - 280p, 273p (2),
Balliemeanoch.

BREEDING CATTLE

COWS WITH CALVES - £1250,
£1150(2), £1100, £1020, £1000,
Craig Farm.

INCALF HEIFERS - £1400,
£1380, Dall Farm; £1350,
£1150, 2 Eoligarry,

Barra; £1100, £1000, Succoth
Ardeonaig.

INCALF COWS - £1120,
£1100, £1050, £1020, Craig
Farm.

TUNSTALL
TRACTORS

Kverneland Taarup 856 pro
feeder/bedder, in as new
condition, £9,500

Massey Ferguson 6455 06 reg, Solis RX 50 (69 reg) 584 hrs,
Dyna 6 gear box, wide tyres,  cab air condition, £14,995
excellent condition, £26,000

Tel David Tunstall 07817 832978, Chris Tunstall 07929 563907,
Richard Tunstall 07765 883435

View all our stock online at www.tunstalltractors.com

Displenishing Sale
Monday 13th December at 11am
At Oban Livestock Centre
United Auctions, favoured with instructions from the Executors of the late Miss Anne
MacLarty, Glenshellach will offer for auction the following: Land Rover, SO04 XJV, LWB, hard
top; MF tractor, 5455,SF08 LDC, 4wd with loader; Ifor Williams livestock trailer with sheep
decks; Logic Contact 2000 ATV weed wiper; Polaris quad, 2013; Portequip calf feeders; galva-
nised round feeders; selection of galvanised troughs; cattle crush & attachments; galvanised
fencing posts; varied selection of galvanised cattle & sheep hurdles; calving gate; fencing wire,
stobs etc.; 20 silage bales.

Terms: — Settlement on day of sale. All sales are subject to UA Livestock Limited’s Terms and
Conditions. Bidders and purchasers shall be deemed to have full knowledge of these Terms and
Conditions and by taking part and bidding in any auction, you agree to be bound by the Terms
and Conditions. Copies of the terms and conditions are available on request.

For further information contact D Morrison 07771 644507

United Auctions

Scotland’s Leading Livestock Auctioneers

8 weeks old,
chipped, weaned and
ready to go.
Contact:

07484 393582 /
01397 712024
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digital archives
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UK farming unions highlight need
to build new relationship with EU

P"‘
NFUScotland

The four UK farming unions
have highlighted the im-
portance of building a new
relationship with the EU and
working together on areas such
as trade, food standards, and
science and innovation.

The  British  Agriculture
Bureau (BAB), which col-
lectively represents the NFU
Scotland, NFU, NFU Cymru,
and the Ulster Farmers Union
in Brussels, has relaunched
BAB with a new logo and the
publication of a new report
‘Building our new relationship
with Europe’, which reaffirms
its commitment to represent-
ing more than 70,000 UK
farmers on the European stage.

In the report, the four UK
farming union  presidents
said: ‘Whilst the UK has left
the European Union, it has
never been more important for
farmers across Europe to work
together as we collectively face
challenges on a global scale.

‘The UK farming unions pri-
oritised remaining part of the
Copa-Cogeca family to share
experience and knowledge.
Whilst the approaches taken

by our policy-makers may dif-
fer, the ambitions and needs of
farmers remain aligned and we
continue to support and learn
from one another.

‘World-leading food pro-
duction must continue to be
at the heart of everything we
do. We have a huge amount
of work ahead of us, and the
nature of that work is evolving.
UK farmers are committed to
working together, at both a na-
tional and international level,
to embrace and follow the latest
science and innovation, to seek
new trading opportunities and
defend our high standards.

‘Through our BAB office we
are committed to supporting
British farmers to do this in
Europe and to building our
new relationship with the EU.

The report sets out four key
priorities for BAB:

§ Trade and standards - UK
trade policy must respect do-
mestic production standards
and support a strong, competi-
tive agricultural industry.

| Science and innovation -
policy must be science and
evidence led with proportion-
ate, risk-based approaches to
encourage innovation and
improve competitiveness.

§ Environment - improve-
ments in productivity through
more efficient and careful use
of natural resources can re-
duce farming’s emissions and
environmental footprint, but
this will only happen if farm
businesses are given the policy
framework they need to adapt
and thrive.

§ Animal health and welfare
- research and evidence must
be central to animal health and
welfare policy.

Showcasing agricultural climate
action with peer-to-peer network

A new network for farmers and
crofters to highlight and share
climate change mitigation
actions is to be established.

The Agriculture, Biodiversity
and Climate Change Network
(ABCCN) aims to inspire
farmers and crofters to take
greater action by highlighting
their peers’ activities in one
location online. Once set up, it
will be hosted on the Farming
for a Better Climate website.

Farmers will be able to share
a wide range of information,
including videos and photo-
graphs, to detail the measures
they have undertaken and the
results.

It will be a joint government
and industry initiative made
up of partner organisations
who will offer their expertise
on agriculture, climate and the
wider environment.

Rural Affairs Secretary Mairi
Gougeon said: “‘We need to
work together to reach our
climate and environment
goals. In the Climate Change
Plan update, we committed to
launching a new and expand-
ed peer-to-peer knowledge

transfer initiative based on the
success of our Young Farming
Climate Champions work.

‘We know there are farmers
and crofters who are already
doing some fantastic work
to help reach these goals. We
wanted to create something
that would allow them to share
their work so that others can
take action to mitigate and
adapt to climate change, as
well as increasing biodiversity.

‘One of the benefits of this
network will be that we’re
making it inclusive by allowing
anyone who is taking action
on climate and environment
to take part. This will allow
us to get advice and support
from farmers and crofters in
every area of Scotland and help
inspire others to take action
now.’

NFU Scotland’s  climate
change policy manager Kate
Hopper said: NFU Scotland
are delighted to be part of the
Agriculture, Biodiversity and
Climate Change Network.

‘Scottish farmers and crofters
across the country are working
hard to adopt new and exciting

innovations on farm to provide
consumers with sustainably
produced, tasty and nutritious
food with concern for the
environment at the forefront.

‘Peer-to-peer knowledge
sharing is a powerful tool and
we believe that this new net-
work will help drive change by
being a source of inspiration,
where farmers and crofters
can support one another by
exchanging ideas as well as
showcasing good practice.

QMS director of market in-
telligence and external affairs
Sarah Millar said: ‘QMS are
delighted to be supporting
the network and the opportu-
nity to showcase the positive
actions Scotland’s red meat
producers have been making
to tackle both the climate and
biodiversity emergencies.’

Soil Association Scotland’s
senior farming programmes
manager Colleen McCulloch
said: ‘In times when the
amount of information on how
to do it can be overwhelming,
learning from peers is one of
the most powerful ways to
inspire and drive change.’

For more information or to place an

(UK.) LTD

(RRP from £3400 plus VAT)

requirements

MAIN FEATURES:
- Made from high-tensile steel

+ 3000mm (3m) long
+ Includes all joining pins/stakes

OPTION1

£1950 + VAT

fully grown sheep (approx)

PARTS LIST:

+ 14 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
+ 12 x joining pins/stakes

. 2 x 2-feet swing gates

FROM £2195 + var

spreading out.

FARM GATES

MOBILE SHEEP SYSTEM
ON SALE FROM £1695 + VAT

The system is easy to move and erect where
required and can be easily modified to suit your

+ All hurdles are 8 railed x 970mm high
« All hot-dipped galvanised finish

20-feet race, 100-feet holding pen

Comes with a 100-feet holding pen and 20-feet
race, 2 x 2-feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 150

MOBILE CATTLE SYSTEM

Crush Gate optional extra £599.00 + VAT.

As standard, our Mobile Cattle System comes with a
60 feet holding pen and 20 feet race, 1 sliding gate
and all joining pins/stakes included. Our system will
safely hold 45 full grown cattle (approx.)

The system is easy to move and erect where
required and can be easily modified to suit your
requirements. Also ideal for TB testing and the
cattle sliding gate gives full control of the livestock
from outside the race and stops the race from

order please send Farm Gates (UK) Ltd
a message or call:

Ronnie Finney 07789 276354
Email: farm.gates@yahoo.com

OPTION 2

16 foot sheeted race, 2 way shedding gate,
galvanised gate, race joiner. 100 foot of penning,

£2,450 + VAT.

will comfortably hold 200-250 fully grown sheep,

| can sell 10’ wide x 5" high available in packs of 10.

ALL EQUIPMENT FULL
GRANT APPROVED

MAIN FEATURES:

+ Made from high-tensile steel
All hurdles are 6 railed x 1.75m high

+ 20-feet race

stakes

PARTS LIST:

. Total 200-feet of penning

+ 10 x 3m (6 railed) cattle hurdles
+ 12 x joining pins/stakes
« 1xsliding gate

+ Afunnel is incorporated into the race-way
« All hot-dipped galvanised finish
+ 3000mm (3m) long

. 60-feet holding pen. Includes all joining pins/

NATIONWIDE
DELIVERY

£100 + VAT ON
ALL ORDERS OVER
£1500 PLUS VAT.

@m

A TOOL FOR EVERY JOB
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Call your machinery partner on:

www.fieldandforestltd.co.uk
sales@fieldandforestltd.co.uk
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West Coast MO'T

WANTED WANTED 4X4 ISUZU D-MAX YUKON
All types of 4-wheel drive All types of 4x4’s, B Gy o) 207 111,300 miles
vehiclez & pickups, Landrovers, Landrover Toyota, Nissan etc. ‘I ¥ éfj:fi’)r'\]"ﬂoﬁpr"
Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford and We also buy MOT failures and e SRR white '
MOT failures, non-runners, etc. accident damage vehicles. - -

Will travel and collect. Anything considered.

T: 075 46 788945 E: gpr;ngsaisl:szcéf))I?:tzl::i:.co.uk

THE ALL-NEW ISUZU D-MAX

LOVES WORK P
LOADS

BUSINESS CONTRACT HIRE EREMONLY

+ MONTHLY
EZ 55
PLUS VAT
F-’ENT"—\L £2,295.00 PLUS VAT

tl..-m conditions apply.

DRIVEN TO DO
TTerms & conditions apply.

NV F[e]SERVICES | RuTHVENFIELD WAy
IP/EIR/T/HAW) PERTH PH13UF

NEW | €8 9 @ | @

1suU=2U Great Wall SUBARU

RENARLT
W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
S & S Services S & S Services S & S Services

Inveraray Shore Street
Old Bridge Road, Heathfield, Ayr Old Bridge Road, Heathfield, Ayr

I N D EX . hT.f'hC’l‘Lgasﬁimi bark 0ld Bridge Road, Heathfield, Ayr
ochgilphea Ighban arl
O g T 01292 880080 01292 880440 01292 880080 01292 880440 01292 880080 01292 880440




SUBARU

IBETTER where it MATTERS|

S&S SERVICES

ISU2uU

THE PICK-UP
PROFESSIONALS

S & S Services ensure customers are still

(U S

on the fastest route to an All-New D-Max

* Aworldwide shortage of semiconductors, key components
and shipping delays are resulting in longer production lead

times

¢ All-New Isuzu D-Max demand currently outstripping supply
e Customers urged to begin new vehicle discussions with
S&S Services as soon as possible

Isuzu UK, along with the entire
automotive industry is facing
increasingly complex trading
conditions because

of the worldwide shortage of
components, semi-conductors,
and key materials, which is having
a detrimental

impact on vehicle production and
availability.

Isuzu UK is working hard to meet
the high demand from customers
for the All-New Isuzu D-Max,

however, the global component
shortages and shipping delays
are currently resulting in longer
lead times than normal.

William Brown, Managing
Director, Isuzu UK said “The
success of the All-New Isuzu
D-Max has been both rewarding
and challenging, with demand
currently outstripping supply. As
the pick-up professionals, we are
committed to providing the most
transparent process possible and

urge any customers who may
wish to purchase an Isuzu D-Max
in the near future or perhaps later
in 2022 to start discussions with
your local Isuzu

dealer as soon as possible.”

He added, “Although not
impacted as severely as most
manufacturers, we are still
working tirelessly with the vehicle
production facility in Thailand

to minimise customer waiting
times and we will provide as
much information to dealers as
we can to ensure our customers
are always on the fastest route
possible to a new Isuzu D-Max.”
The All-New Isuzu D-Max,

which launched earlier this year,
combines smart, bold, and

aggressive styling and

improved off-road performance
with class-leading safety
technology. Not only does it deliver
the capability and durability you
would expect from an Isuzu pick-
up truck, but this

discussions with S&S Services to
ensure they remain on the fastest
route to a new Isuzu D-Max. For
more information on the Isuzu
D-Max range please call on
01292 880080.

tough workhorse

has also now

added superior

levels of comfort, YOU
refinement, and ARE
next-generation STILL
technology. ON THE
Customers FASTEST A
looking to ROUTE
purchase a new TO YOUR NEW
Isuzu D-Max ISUZU D-MAX
are encouraged

to begin

5 & S - REGULAR VISITS T0 ARGYLL FOR SALES, SERVICE & PARTS

GOO0D
THINGS
COME IN
THREES.

ESPECIALLY WHEN YOU
PURCHASE THE SUBARU
FORESTER E-BOXER:

UPTO

£3,000

OFF

A BRAND NEW
FORESTER’

SERVICING™

FREE

SUBARU

IBETTER where it MATTERS|

3 YEARS | 3 YEARS

ROADSIDE
ASSISTANCE®

gyl for over 30 years:

S&S Services, Heathfield, Ayr Tel: 01292 880080 or John Spicer: 07831 808702
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West Coast MOTORS

WANTED

Looking for motorhome
or caravan.
First time buyers.
Any make or condition
considered.

Tel: 07537 840381

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

Caravanettes and camper vans, all
makes and models considered. Also
touring caravans and statics, instant

decision, same day payment.

Social distancing measures in place.

Contact William 07730 130284
email wimotorhomes@outlook.com

93 %

of decision-makers source their
vehicles locally

Regional press is the relevant choice for motors advertising.

g closer !o home

& Source: Business Choics 1], The Newspaper Society

WANTED

All touring caravans and

motor homes, campers
etc, high mileage, MOT
failures or damp, all
considered, any make or
model, will travel.

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
4x4 VEHICLES

Landrover, Toyota, Isuzu, All single and
double cab pickups. Any age or condition
considered. Also buying motorhome and

caravans. Immediate payment and collection

Please call or WhatsApp James on
07789 138028/ 07487 548703
Email: wanted4x4s@gmail.com

WANTED
MOTORHOMES

Camper vans and touring caravans
Any condition or in need of repair
Immediate payment
Tel 07703490572

or email balgowan4dwd@gmail.com
Ask for Robert

WANTED

All types of motor homes
and caravanettes. Any age
or condition. We also buy
water damaged or in need
of repair. Also all types of
touring caravans from 95
onwards. We do not dispose.

T: 07885 203020

Email: ghplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

FiN's PLace

oPen sSam-5PM EO 9dSsSiSt You
wich Your repairs. pLease
bOOK ghedd bY cGeLepnhone
GiMING bELLS, BXhaUSES, brakes,

CLULCheS, batceries, servicing, m.o.T,
repairs, dio8nosecics

e’ 1] OLd GWERdMILL, ODBN Je—

01631 566220

WANTED ALL 4X4'S

All vehicles considered
Landrover, Toyota, etc including
all pickups
Old or new, any miles or condition
Tel 07703490572

or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com
Ask for Robert

0717166 1571013

SCOTTISH CALENDARS 2022

SCOTTISH FIELD
: FROM
a-—"“? £13.50

including
P&P*

SCOTTISH FlkL {'l

iF

- £9.50
including
P&P*

ORDER ONLINE at www.scottishcalendars.co.uk orcalluson 01778 392014
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RECRUITMENT
H |J O BS Visit hijobs.net

HIJOBS HIJOBS | KILMARTIN AUTO REPAIRS

VISIt hijObS.net VISIt hijObS.net Experienced full time car mechanic required

to work within a busy workshop obtaining a high

H I J o B s H I J o B s standard of work on a wide range of vehicles.

Visit hijobs.net Visit hijobs.net privers licence required.

Young enthusiastic Apprentice

H IJ o Bs H IJ o Bs car mechanic required

We offer competitive hourly rates

Visit hijobs.net Visit hijobs.net for both positions.

H IJ 0 B s H IJ 0 B s Please email kilmartinautos@yahoo.co.uk
Or call William on 01546 510 373

SCGOTTISH
FIELD

anuary

Subscrib

@ @ lowh L i
.«af 1?:1“'\1\\; jretl el

Happy New Year...

So that was 2021... Stephen Jardine’s Credo...
The Hebridean Baker recipes... Ouiz of the Year...
Stunning aerial photogrphay... Seafront interiors...
Artist Mouse Macpherson... A Perth garden...
Rule, Britannia! writer... Book reviews...

ee Q‘* “00} %
wiiM s cHa SArgyllhomes VYA
FOR ALL 'a“"s\:‘ﬁ

AHFA Labourer/Handyman Vacancy’s x 2
One position based in Kintyre area

One position based in Oban/Lorn area

£19, 315 to £22,723 37.5 hours per week

Mon - Fri 8.30 - 16:30  Permanent

Argyll Homes for All is seeking to recruit two full time Labourers.
Predominantly working in our void property’s carrying out full clearances,
property cleaning, inside and out, and basic repairs depending on skill
set. We are looking for a can do attitude and a willingness to “muck in”
whatever the task.

Good salary plus additional on call premium and call out payments,
overtime, and excellent package including holidays, sick pay, insurance
and other benefits

This post requires:
* Basic Disclosure Scotland check
e Full UK Driving Licence

For more information regarding the above positions, please contact Lee
Holness on 01546605815 or email Lee.holness@ahfa.co.uk.

AHFA Service Administrator Vacancy’s x 2
Based in our offices in Oban but other locations considered
£18,027 - £21,207 35 hours per week

Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm Temporary

Argyll Homes for All are seeking to recruit two Service Administrators to
provide Administrative Support to our Planned Maintenance Team.

Applicants must have experience of general office administration,
including dealing with customers and/or contractors in person and by
telephone. Working knowledge of Microsoft Excel, Word and Outlook
are essential for this role. This is a fast-paced working environment
and applicants must be hard-working, dedicated, flexible and able to
multi-task.

An understanding of the housing repairs sector would be beneficial as
would any working knowledge of scheduling software.

For more information regarding the above positions, please contact
Margaret Cullen on 01546605825 or email Margaret.Cullen@ahfa.co.uk
To apply for any of the above vacancies, visit the recruitment section of
our website at www.acha.co.uk

If you cannot access the website, please contact the recruitment team:
01546 605817 or email recruitment@acha.co.uk

The full job description, person specification and closing dates for
the above positions can be found on the ACHA website at
www.acha.co.uk

7N
Student Registry Support @&SAM%

Administrator

Location: On site, SAMS, Oban

Part Time Post (18.5 hrs per week)

Fixed term appointment for 24 months

Salary range: £20,130 - £21,814 pro rata per annum

Supporting a small registry team, you will primarily carry out
administrative duties related to application, admissions and enrolment
and support administration of our student information system. You will
assist in delivery of key Education events. You may also be required to
provide general support for the wider Education team.

You will work closely with students, Education team, SAMS and UHI
colleagues.

Ideally, we are looking for someone who has excellent communication
and ICT skills, who is an organised, pro-active and flexible to the needs
of the role.

If you have any queries before proceeding to the application process,
please feel free to contact Shona.Magill@sams.ac.uk

Further information and to apply, please go to www.sams.ac.uk.
The closing date for receipt of applications is 14th December 2021
Interviews will be held by mid-January 2022.

SAMS is a registered Scottish charity (SC 009206), has an equal opportunities policy and
welcomes applications from all sections of the community.
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PUBLIC
NOTICES

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
TELECOMMUNICATION CABLE INSTALLATION
Various Locations in Inner Hebrides

Notice is hereby given that BT (per OceanlQ) has applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish
Government, under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of telecommunication cable
installation at the following locations:

Cost £ 3.91 million

Location Latitude Longitude Location Latitude Longitude
Eigg to 56°56.527' N 05°52.881" W lonato Mull 56°19.282’ N 06°24.111" W
Mainland 56°56.745° N 05°54.396° W (Route 2.15) 56°19.503' N 06°23.826° W
(Route 2.13) 56°56.745' N 05°55.702' W 56°19.352° N 06°23.546° W
56°56.540' N  06° 01.051" W 56°19.144'N 06°22.771' W
56°56.177° N  06°04.142" W 56°18.984' N 06°22.359' W
56°57.240°'N 06° 07.687’ W 56° 18.973' N 06°22.288' W
56°56.620' N 06° 10.990' W 56°18.717’N  06°22.440' W
56°55.980'N 06°11.617° W 56° 18.721" N  06°22.468' W
56°55.552°’ N 06° 10.784' W 56°18.742° N 06°22.457' W
56°54.975 N 06°09.422° W 56°18.753' N 06°22.513° W
56°54.786° N 06°09.779° W 56°18.730' N 06° 22.524' W
56°55.321"N  06° 11.039° W 56°18.913' N 06° 23.023°' W
56°55.750' N  06° 11.999° W 56°19.130° N  06° 23.826° W
56°56.276' N 06°12.004' W Colonsay  56°17.383'N  06° 11.551" W
56°56.786' N 06° 11.395' W to Mull 56°17.198' N 06° 11.190' W
56°57.502’N  06°08.598' W (Route 2.16) 56°17.051"N  06° 11.340' W
56°57.506'N 06°07.606° W 56°16.597’ N 06° 11.072' W
56° 56.447' N 06° 04.137’ W 56°15.570' N 06° 09.678' W
56°57.012’ N 05°55.783' W 56°13.486’' N 06° 09.424' W
56° 57.015° N 05°54.370' W 56°12.732° N 06° 09.242’ W
56°56.798 N 05°52.872’ W 56°08.240' N 06° 12.216° W
56° 56.870' N 05°51.291" W 56° 07.617’' N 06° 12.082’ W
560 56-603, N 050 51.247’ W 560 06.241‘ N 060 10.767’ W
Mainlandto 56°33.141"N  05°26.049' W 56°06.191" N  06° 11.293° W
Lismore 56°33.397'N 05°25.876° W 56°06.723°' N 06°11.566° W
(Route 2.14) 56°33.335°N  05°25.294’ W 56°07.556°’ N 06° 12.560' W
56°33.273' N 05°24.725 W 56°08.307’N 06°12.684° W
56°33.037' N 05°25.078 W 56°12.737°’ N 06° 09.737' W
56°33.070°' N 05°25.387' W 56°13.447°N 06° 09.905 W
56°15.308' N 06°09.930' W
56°16.449° N 06° 11.447° W
56°17.031" N  06° 11.827' W

Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at https://bit.ly/31rkfjq.

Objections relating to safety of navigation or environmental issues in respect of the application
should be made in writing to:

Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen,
AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this notice or by email to: MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot,
quoting reference: Inner Hebrides Telecommunications Cable Installation and BT (per OceanlQ).
Fair Processing Notice
The Scottish Government’s Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team (MS-LOT) determine applications for marine
licences under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 and the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009. During the consultation
process any person having an interest in the outcome of the application may make representation to MS-LOT. The
representation may contain personal information, for example a name or address. This representation will only be used
for the purpose of determining an application and will be stored securely in the Scottish Government’s official corporate
record. Representations will be shared with the applicant and/or agent acting on behalf of the applicant, any people or
organisations that we consult in relation to the application and, where necessary, be published online, however personal
information will be removed before sharing or publishing.
A full privacy notice can be found at: https://www.gov.scot/policies/marine-and-fisheries-licensing/marine-licensing-
operations-team-privacy-notice/. If you are unable to access this, or you have any queries or concerns about how your
personal information will be handled, contact MS-LOT at: ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot or Marine Scotland - Licensing
Operations Team, Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB.

PROPOSED Sound of Lunga SEAWEED FARM:

Seaweed Generation Itd and Ossian Integrated Aquaculture Systems are
looking to apply to the Scottish Government for a marine licence to establish
a seaweed farm in the waters of the Sound of Lunga, off Lunga Island (Firth
of Lorn, Argyll).

Prior to applying for the licence, and in line with legislation, Seaweed
Generation will host a Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) event to seek
the views of people living in the area near the proposed farm and other
stakeholders on the proposed development. As part of this process a
public meeting will take place on the 19th of January 2022 from 19:00 hrs
(GMT). Due to the on-going Covid-19 pandemic, it has been considered
safer to hold the event on-line. If you wish to attend this meeting please
email info@seaweedgeneration.com by 5pm GMT 16th of January 2022
for an invite with a link to the meeting. .

The proposed site is within the area: WGS-84 Decimal (DMS)

N 56.217266, W 5.687106 ( N 56° 13’ 2.1576” , W 5° 41’ 13.5816")
N 56.217224 W5.684843 (N 56° 13’' 2.0064”, W 5° 41’ 5.4348")
N 56.207400, W5.687300 (N 56° 12’ 26.64”, W 5° 41’ 14.28")

N 56.206842, W5.684843 (56° 12’ 24.6312”, W 5° 41’ 5.4348")

For further details, any comments or questions please contact
info@seaweedgeneration.com by 16th of January 2022 and please
do not contact MS-LOT

”"I'he Highland
Couneil
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 b

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be examined

online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk;

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period indicated from
the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email
will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

www.highland.gov.uk

21/02033/FUL Land 285M SW of The Strath, Change of use from agricultural to
Glencoe equestrian menage

21/05450/LBC Glencoe Museum, Glencoe Re-thatching of roof

21/05464/FUL The Old Inn, Letterfinlay, Erection of staff accommodation
Spean Bridge, PH34 4DZ

21/05469/FUL Land 75M NE of The Anchorage, Erection of house
Ormsaigmore, Kilchoan

21/05522/FUL Plot 1, Rear of The Former Filling Erection of a house
Station, Onich

21/05541/FUL Belmont, Acharacle, PH36 4JL Change of use of house (Class 9) to

guesthouse(Class 7)

Time period for comments is 14 days from the date of this notice with the exception of 21/05450/LBC &
21/05464/FUL which is 21 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS 1V3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL

NOTICE OF THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL MODIFIED AMENDED WEST HIGHLANDS &
ISLANDS CORE PATHS PLAN

LAND REFORM (SCOTLAND) ACT 2003 as amended

Notice is hereby given under Section 20A of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003, as
amended by the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2016, that on the 21ST January 2021 The
Highland Council by virtue of Section 20(1) of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003, as
amended, has reviewed the amended core paths plan and consider that the plan should be
modified and has drawn up a modified amended plan. The modified amended plan shall be
known as The Highland Council Modified Amended West Highlands & Islands Core Paths
Plan.

The modified amended plan may be viewed online through the Council’s consultation
portal here http://consult.highland.gov.uk . Objections or representations in relation to the
proposed amendments should be received no later than 17.00hrs on Monday 31 January
2022.

The existing Highland Council Core Paths Plan can be found online here www.highland.gov.
uk/corepathplans (click on Paths in the Highlands). There is also an interactive map which
can be found here. If you wish to see paper copies of the relevant section of the plan then
please contact the Access Officers at access@highland.gov.uk

The Modified Amended West Highlands & Islands Core Paths Plan will also be available for
public inspection to 31st January 2022 at the following locations on the stated days and
hours.

Council Offices, Dingwall IV15 9QN

Monday to Friday 1.30pm to 4.30pm

Charles Kennedy Building, Fort William
Monday to Friday 1.30pm to 4.30pm

Kingussie Service Point, Kingussie PH21 1HR
Monday to Wednesday 1.30pm to 4.30pm

Malcolm MacLeod, Executive Chief Officer of Infrastructure, Environment and Economy,
Glenurquhart Road, Inverness, IV3 5NX
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Argyll and Bute Council
PLANNING

The applications listed below together with the plans and other
documents submitted with them may be viewed electronically through
Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Having
regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act
2020, documents are only available to inspect electronically at this
time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by e-mail:
planning.hqg@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION
20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS

AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address

21/01958/LIB  Removal of victorian Perle Oban Hotel,
canopy from front of Station Road, Oban,
hotel (retrospective) Argyll And Bute,
PA34 5RT

Corry Meadows,
Craignure, Isle Of
Mull, Argyll And Bute,
PAG5 6BA

Variation of condition 5
relative to planning
permission 08/00132/DET
(occupancy restriction).
Amend use from holiday
let to private residential

21/02291/PPP  Site for the erection of
two dwellinghouses

21/02293/PP

Land Adjacent To
The Old Schoolhouse,
Barcaldine, Oban,
Argyll And Bute

21/01847/PP  Formation of 3 new window 62 Easdale Island,
openings and french doors Oban, Argyll And Bute,
to gable elevation, installation PA34 4TB
of enlarged patio doors to
rear elevation and installation
of decking

21/01744[PP  Erection of dwellinghouse Land South Of

Uisken Croft (Plot 1),
Bunessan, Isle Of Mull,
Argyll And Bute

and outbuilding, installation
of private sewage treatment
system and formation of
vehicular access

21/02049/PP  Erection of 12 affordable Land West Of
dwellinghouses, formation Baliscate Industrial
of vehicular access and Estate, Tobermory,
associated works Isle Of Mull,

Argyll And Bute

21/01969/PP  Erection of 2 holiday letting Plot 36, Shore Street,
dwellinghouses with Bowmore, Isle Of Islay,
associated access and Argyll And Bute
landscaping works

20/02149/PP  Erection of decking 53 Main Street, Port

(retrospective) Wemyss, Isle Of Islay,
Argyll And Bute,

PA47 7SR

Written comments can be submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-
applications or to Argyll and Bute Council, Development Management,
Kilmory Castle, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT within 21 days of this
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a
public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous

or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

A weekly list of all applications can be viewed on the Councils
website. Customers are requested to use electronic communication
where possible during the coronavirus pandemic
as our ability to process postal mail is restricted.
To find out more about living and working in
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
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Argyll
o gy

Bute
COUNCIL |

CROFTING
COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA
CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING
APPLICATION

1. C Ross, Poldhu, Whole
Croft - site for a dwelling
house for holiday
accommodation (109531)

Comments from any
member of the crofting
community  within  the
locality of the croft
and any expressions
of demand for the croft
(which may be made
public), may be sent to the
Crofting Commission by
06/01/22 at info@crofting.
gov.scot  / Crofting
Commission, Great Glen
House, Leachkin Road,
Inverness IV3 8NW.
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THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL (LOCHABER) (DISABLED PERSONS’ PARKING PLACES) ORDER
2011 AMENDMENT ORDER 2021
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that The Highland Council propose to make an Order entitled as above in terms of Sections 32(1)

and 45(2) and Part IV of Schedule 9 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984

When the Order comes into effect the Order will create parking places for the use of disabled persons’ vehicles only on the
areas of road detailed in the Schedule 1 hereto and delete parking places for the use of disabled persons’ vehicles on the
areas of road detailed in the Schedule 2 hereto

Copies of the proposed Order, as drafted, together with a copy of the relevant plans, a copy of the Authority’s Statement of
Reasons for proposing to make the Order and a copy of the Orders to be amended, can be inspected via this link https://

www.highland.gov.uk/info/20006/parking_and_car_parks/711/decriminalised_parking_enforcement/4

All objections to the proposal must specify the Order to which objection is being made and the grounds of objection and
must be made in writing and posted, delivered or emailed to reach Richard Porteous, Roads Operations Manager, The
Highland Council, Carr’s Corner Industrial Estate, Fort William PH33 6TL or email communityservices.lochaber@highland.
gov.uk by no later than 31st December, 2021

This is the Schedule 1

PROVISION OF DISABLED PARKING PLACES

Town Street Area of road designated as a disabled persons’ parking place No. of Manner of standing
places in Parking Place

Caol Ardgour On the west side of the street, outside No. 40 Ardgour Road, Caol, 1 Parallel to the kerb
Fort Road Fort William extending in a southerly direction for a distance of line
William 6.0 metres or thereby as shown outlined in red on the Plan No.01
Fort Kennedy On the east side of the road, 26 metres from the junction of Young 1 Parallel to the kerb
William Road Place, extending in a southerly direction for 6.0 metres or thereby line

as shown outlined in red on the Pan No.02
Inverlochy Treig Road On the east side of the road, outside No.7 Treig Road, Inverlochy, 1 Parallel to the kerb
Fort Fort William, extending in a southerly direction for a distance of 6 line
William metres or thereby as shown outlined in red on the Plan No 03
Fort Bruce On the north side of the road, outside No. 10 Bruce Place, Fort 1 Perpendicular to the
William Place William for a distance of 2.5 metres or thereby as shown outlined road

in red on the Plan No.04
Caol Torlundy On the east side of the street, outside No.36 Torlundy Road, Caol, 1 Parallel to the kerb
Fort Road Fort William, extending in a northerly direction for a distance of 6 line
William metres or thereby, as shown outlined in red on Plan No. 05
Spean Altour Road On the north side of the street, commencing at a point 9 metres 1 Parallel to the kerb
Bridge west from the east gable of No.2 Altour Road, Spean Bridge, line

extending in a westerly direction for a distance of 6 metres or

thereby as shown outlined in red on the Plan No.06
Fort Alma Road On the north side of the street, outside No.46 Alma Road, Fort 1 Parallel to the kerb
William William, extending in an easterly direction for a distance of 6 line

metres or thereby, as shown outlined in red on the Plan No. 07
Fort Young On the north side of the road outside No.2-4 Young Place, 1 Parallel to the kerb
William Place extending in a westerly direction for a distance of 6 metres or line

thereby, as shown outlined in red on the Plan No.08
Inverlochy Treig Road On the east side of the road, outside No.11 Treig Road, Inverlochy, 1 Parallel to kerb line
Fort Fort William, extending in a southerly direction for a distance of 6
William metres or thereby as shown outlined in red on the Plan No 09

This is the Schedule 2

REVOKE/REMOVAL OF DISABLED PARKING PLACES

Town Street Area of road designated as a disabled persons’ parking place No. of Manner of standing
places in Parking Place

Caol Birch Road On the north-west side of the road, outside number 1 Birch 1 Parallel to the kerb

Fort Road, for a distance of 6.6 metres or thereby as referred to in the line

William Schedule of the Principal Order and as shown on the Plan No..7

annexed and signed as relative to the Principal Order and which
area of road with its parking place is hereby delete from the said

Principal Order

9%

Source: Business Choice II, The Newspaper Society

of the business community
read the regional press

Regional Press
closer to home

MARGARET ELIZABETH HUNTER
Deceased

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925
anyone having a claim against or
an interest in the Estate of the
deceased, late of Belle Vue Care
Home Paignton, Sundial Lodge,
Torquay and Oban, Scotland, who
died on 31/08/2021, must send
written particulars to the address
below by 10/02/2022, after which
date the Estate will be distributed
having regard only to claims and
interests notified.

Somerville & Savage Solicitors
Alderbourne, Greenway Road,

St. Marychurch, Torquay TQ1 4N
Ref: Carol Bollard

FIRST REGISTRATION
OF A CROFT

Peter Donald Kennedy
has registered his crofts
1,2&3 Blarmachfoldach
Kilmallie and 4,5,6,7&10
Blarmachfoldach Kilmallie
on the Crofting Register
held by the Registers of
Scotland. Any person who
wishes to challenge the
registrations may apply to
the Scottish Land Court
by 9/8/22. Details of the
registration can be found
at www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/
register/home. The croft
registration numbers are
C8025 & C8031

FIRST REGISTRATION
OF A CROFT

Mr Duncan MacSporran
MacLean has registered
the croft known as
210 Acharacle Hillfoot,
Acharacle, Ardnamurchan
& Sunart, on the Crofting
Register held by the
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to
challenge the registration
may apply to the Scottish
Land Court by the 25th
July 2022.
Details of the registration
can be found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration
number is C8075.
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ENGAGEMENT

MCcFADYEN - HILL - Both
families are delighted to
announce the engagement
of Nicola, only daughter of
Hector and Anne, Oban to Jack,
youngest son of Duncan and the
late Anne, Oban.

DEATHS

DAIRON - Gillian Iona, aged
44, at Royal Alexandra Hospital,
Paisley on December 2, 2021,
darling wife to Paul, dearest
daughter of Rev D and Mrs
L Campbell, amazing sister,
daughter-in-law, auntie and
friend to many. Iona will remain
forever in our hearts.

FLEMING - Thomas.
Peacefully, at home in
(Helensburgh) on December
4, 2021. Tom, dearly loved
husband of Janette (Jan’s Salon),
loving father of Andrew and
Craig much loved grandfather
of Rhiannon, Scatha, Isabelle
and Alice. Funeral service
at Cardross Crematorium
on Saturday, December 11
at 10.30am. Family Flowers
only please but donations to
Cancer Research UK would be
appreciated.

MACDIARMID - Peacefully
on Thursday, December 2, 2021,
Capt. Alasdair Samuel, aged
65 years. Beloved and devoted
husband of Karen, much loved
dad of David and a loving
brother and uncle of the family.
Funeral service will take place at
Clyde Coast and Garnock Valley
Crematorium on Thursday,
December 16 at 1.00pm, to
which all friends are respectfully
invited. Family flowers only
please but donations, if desired,
to Myeloma U.K.

MACFADYEN - Peacefully in
the end at Raigmore Hospital
on Sunday, November 28, 2021,
Colin  Malcolm  MacFadyen,
Stoneyholme, ~ School  Road,
Conon Bridge, aged 76 vyears.
Former manager Craigmonie
Hotel and licensee Innes Bar.
Much loved husband of the late
Sheena, loving father to Paul,
Grant, Alistair and Catrina,
grandfather, dear brother, a true
and great friend of many. Funeral
service on Monday, December
13 at 2.00 pm in the funeral
home of William T Fraser and
Son, Culduthel Road, Inverness,
thereafter interment on Tuesday,
December 14 at 1230 pm in
Blarour Cemetery, Spean Bridge.
All welcome.

McGREGOR - Helen (Nellie),
formerly of Scone, Perth passed
away peacefully at Holmesview
Care Home, Broxburn on
Tuesday, November 30, 2021,
aged 93. Beloved wife of the late
Bill, dearly loved mum of Brian
and Fiona and a much loved
Grandma, Great-Grandma
and mother-in-law.  Funeral
service at Perth Crematorium
on Wednesday, December 15 at
2pm to which all relatives and
friends are respectfully invited.
Family flowers only please but
donations if desired may be given
to Alzheimer Scotland.

REID - Passed away at the Lorn
and Islands hospital in Oban on
Sunday, December 5, 2021, after
a long illness, Jessie, daughter of
Cathy (née Bell) and Doug Reid
and sister of the late John Reid.
A very special auntie and cousin
she will be sorely missed by family
and friends. Funeral will take
place on Wednesday, December
15 at 1pm at the Parish Church,
Oban. Thereafter to Pennyfuir
Cemetery.

RODGERS - Eddie passed away
very peacefully surrounded
by his family at hospital in
Tasmania on November 28,
2021 after a long illness. Much
loved husband of Judy and
proud and loving father of Peter,
Euan and Hamish. Brother of
Maggie, Ian and Sheena, Isle of
Seil.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

MAIN - Irene, Albert and family
would like to thank everyone
for the many expressions of
sympathy and support received
following the sudden loss of
our dear son Christopher.
Thanking Very Rev. Canon
Margi Campbell and Rev.
Beki Cansdale for an uplifting
service and Cathedral organist
and choir for excellent music.
Thanks to all who attended the
funeral service and thereafter at
the graveside. Thanks to Petals
for the beautiful flowers and to
Colin, Joan and staff at the Olive
Garden for excellent catering.
A special thanks to Catriona of
Hamish Hoey & Son who has
been exceptional throughout.

MACKENZIE - In memory of
Fiona Gray Mackenzie, aged
67 years, who died peacefully
in her sleep with her partner,
Terry Just and sister, Margaret
Mackenzie Bell by her side, in
her beloved home at Dunmar
Court, as morning broke on
Wednesday, November 17,
2021, after a long illness which
Fiona bore with courage,
dignity and a keen sense of
humour.  Terry, Margaret
and all Fiona’s family wish to
express their deep appreciation
to all those who have offered
such kindness, support and
messages of sympathy and
comfort in their time of loss

and sorrow. We especially
wish to thank the following
wonderful, exemplary people:
all Fiona’s carers from Care
Plus, the multidisciplinary
group at Argyll and Bute
Social Services, the staff of
Lorn and Islands Hospital,
the Medical Centre and Oban
Hospice, and the wardens at
Dunmar Court who all greatly
helped Fiona throughout her
long illness. Alyson Stewart,
the humanist celebrant, Ian
Maclnnes and Shiralene Cave
of Munns’ Funeral Services and
Lynette MacArthur of Petals
of Oban who assisted us with
professionalism, attention to
detail and compassion in our
time of grief. Fiona will be
deeply and sorely missed by all
of us. Farewell! But not farewell
to all my fondest thoughts of
thee. For in my heart they still
shall dwell and they shall cheer
and comfort me, (Anne Bronte).

MEMORIAMS

CAMERON - In loving
memory of my father Lachie
Cameron, Balevullin, Tiree,

who passed away December 14,
1994.

A special person, a special face
Someone I loved and can never
replace

Never selfish, always kind

These are the memories you left
behind.

And remembering loved ones
gone before and after.

- Margaret.

CAPEWELL - In loving
memory of Annie, who died
December 11, 2020, also her
daughter Irene Anne (Graham),
who died September 10, 2021, a
very dear aunt and cousin.
Always remembered.

- Anne, Carine and family.

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

HAY - Remembering Robert,
our brother and uncle.

Never more than a thought
away

- Kate, Flaine and families.

MACDONALD - In loving
memory of my darling daughter
Mary, who passed away
November 30, 2017. RIP.

The family tree was broken and
nothing seems the same

But when God calls us one by
one the chain will link again.

- From loving mother and
family at home and away.

MACLEAN - Precious
memories of Ian, a much
loved husband, father and

Gen to his grandchildren and
great-grandchildren, who died
December 10, 2020.

Loved beyond words, missed
beyond measure. Caidil gu
Samhach a M'eudail

- Margaret and family.

MORRISON - In loving
memory of Hector, died
December 7, 2013 and Mary,
died May 17, 2004.
Much loved parents
grandparents.

Forever missed.

- From your girls and their
families.

YOUNG - Remembering with
much love Wallace, who passed
away on December 14, 2020,
devoted husband of Eilidh, his
children and grandchildren.
Also Tain James, dearly beloved
son and brother who tragically
died December 27, 1997.

Both so sorely missed and
remembered every day.

- Inserted by Eilidh and family.

and

CHARITY DONATIONS

HE
VE
CENTRE

By Oban Hospice
Donations always
gratefully received

24 Stevenson Street Oban
PA34 5NA
Tel: 01631 561315
www.obanhospice.org.uk
@obanhospice

448 caNcER
B RESEARCH
UK

Together we will beat cancer

Help bring forward the day
when all cancers are cured

DONATE TODAY:

Treasurer, Cancer Research UK Oban
& District, Glenside, Polvinister Road,
OBAN, PA34 5TN Tel: 01631 564420

Charity in England and Wales
Sons sesy ndtre H of Man 1105)
c Redman Place, Stratford,

(" MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE )

Oban & Lorn
Fundraising Branch

Donations always
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Marie Curie Care
Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House

Station Road, Oban
01631 571009

WE ARE
MACMILLAN.

CANCER SUPPORT

Working towards a time
when every person in
Scotland has equal and
ready access to the best
information, treatment
and care for cancer
Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support
PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 1000200

& J

In memory of Dawn Joyce

Hameart Flat

providing a break from cancer

REACH OUT TO HELP OUT
01631 564954
www.obanflat.uk

like us on

facebook

www.facebook.com/
obantimes

D&A Munn Ltd,
Breadalbane Street, Oban, PA34 5NZ

Tel: 01631 562562

Email: ian@munns-oban.co.uk

Available to
Digital subcribers

-

Smart Planning for Later Life
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
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John Calvin Peter Amanda

Over 86 yrs of Funeral Experience from our Compassionate Team

Established 1923. Quality Funeral Care in Lochaber
Welcoming Function Rooms for Memorial Gatherings
Flexible Viewing Times for Families & Friends
Burial and Cremation Services. All Faiths & Celebrant
Direct Cremation with Unique Memorial Service Option
Other Services Include: The Lochaber Funeral Plan - Peace of Mind
for the Future. Headstone Design & Renovation. Bereavement Care.

et b DUDLEY ROAD, FORT WILLIAM PH33 61B
{::;@ 01397 702128 (24 HRS) WWW.MCLELLANFUNERALS.CO.UK

‘v
MANSON 6? MACBEATH

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Choser. for
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—

Tel (24 hour): 01397 701110
Inverlochy, Fort William, PH33 6NB

Your Leading & Only Locally Owned Funeral Directors in Lochaber

MEMORIALS

i)

Oban Memorials

Monumental Sculptors

MODERN & TRADITIONAL
MEMORIALS

Lettering, renovation and
brochures available on request

Unit 4, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 563123 or 07765 815982

Email: info@obanmemorials.co.uk

Mountain Bike World Cup
to return to Fort William

Early bird tickets are on sale
for the Fort William leg of
the 2022 Mercedes-Benz UCI
Mountain Bike World Cup,
as the event gears up for its
much-anticipated return to the
famous Nevis Range track on
Aonach Mor.

The exhilarating event is
‘Back in the Fort’ and will
attract thousands of spectators
to witness more than 250 of
the world’s top riders battle it
out for the Downhill World
Cup and 4X Pro Tour titles on
Saturday May 21 and Sunday
May 22 next year.

The event has a new main
partner for 2022. Online bike
retailer  Freewheel.co.uk is
sponsoring the event as well as
being part of the Elite Madison
Saracen Team.

After two years of Covid-
induced cancellation, the
Fort William World Cup will
be back with a bang and will
feature homegrown champion
Reece Wilson, who won
the 2020 Downhill World
Championships - the first Scot
to take the title.

Early-bird tickets went on
sale on Tuesday November 30,
allowing fans to save around
20 per cent on full price tickets.

Mike Jardine, of organisers
Rare Management, said: “The
challenge of Covid has meant
we’ve missed out on two years
of thrilling action but were
delighted we’ll all be back in
the Fort next year.

‘Once again fans will be able
to welcome the world’s best
riders to Scotland.

‘We can’t wait to
welcome the crowds
back to the legendary
spectacle that is

Fort William.

‘What’s even more exciting is
that the crowds will be able to
cheer on our Scottish champi-
on, Reece Wilson, and for the
first time, truly acknowledge
his amazing achievement in

2020 Udli
Downhill
World
Champion
Reece
Wilson.
Photograph: Ross
Bell.

2020. An Early Bird ticket is
a perfect Christmas gift and
we’d encourage fans to snap
them up now.

‘We can’t wait to welcome the
crowds back to the legendary
spectacle that is Fort William.’

Endura, the World Cup’s offi-
cial cycling clothing company,
will give ticket purchasers the
chance to plant a tree as part
of its drive to become CO2
negative by 2024.

Early Bird tickets are
available until 5pm on Friday
December 31. For more infor-
mation visit www. nevisrange.
skiperformance.com/en/
store#/en/buy.

LORN HEALTHY OPTIONS HEALTHTIP

Learning how
tobein pain

The next stage in our look at
long-term pain is how these

pathways become rapidly
embedded within the human
body.

A good way to explain this is
to consider the way we learn
skills through repetition.

Let’s consider the repetition
required to become a world-
class gymnast. This requires
years of consistent, specific,
rigorous and prolonged daily
practice to develop the nec-
essary skills to compete and
perform at the highest level
and remain there.

With a small decrease in
practice frequency or time,
the level of performance will
diminish. This type of skill is
known as ‘muscle memory’
but the muscles of the gymnast
don’t actually learn anything.
Instead they reinforce neu-
rological ~ pathways  which

allow an efficient performance.
Many believe our most profi-
cient performers in any field
are born and although there
is no doubt inherited genes
can help a lot, in reality they
develop through many thou-
sands of hours of repetition.
This constant repetition also
thickens the coating of myelin
on the nerve cells which acts
like insulation on electric wire.
The thicker the myelin, the
faster the nerve impulses.
Unfortunately,  long-term
pain follows the same pro-
file. The pain impulses are
constant, specific and come
rapidly, meaning the pain is
likely to get worse over time as
the body becomes more skilled

at processing it. The double
whammy is that these pain
pathways become embedded
much faster than the gymnast
learning a new vault as they
are fired so rapidly, much like
amachine gun.

It is obviously easy to become
demoralised as the months go
by and we all know about the
current waiting times for di-
agnostic scans and treatment
in the current climate which
can lead to further negative
thoughts. As we have explored
already, this frustration and
anger will only worsen the
situation and pain perception.

Next week we will look at
common ways those in pain
deal with these negative
thoughts and how their coping
strategies can be ineffective
in the long term. For the full
message go to the free resource
section on the lornhealthyop-
tions.co.uk website.

Rob Graham, Lead Exercise

Professional, Healthy
Options.
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Gareth Evansiis
the new Oban
Camanachd
manager

Gareth Evans was voted in as
Oban Camanachd manager
at last week’s annual general
meeting.

‘Some folk have mentioned
this has been a long time in
the making, said the new boss.
Tve always had my eye on
managing Oban Camanachd
one day but the truth is I
was very happy looking after
Lochside Rovers and I thor-
oughly enjoyed doing that.

Certainly, no-one can accuse
Gareth Evans of not serving his
apprenticeship. After breaking
into the Oban Camanachd
first team in 1994, he played
in a side which reached six
Camanachd Cup finals in
nine years, lifting the famous
trophy in 1996 after beating
Kingussie 3-2 in the final in
Inverness.

He hung up his caman at the
end of the 2014 season and
immediately took charge of a
Lochside Rovers side which
had notched fourth, then fifth
place finishes after winning
South 1 in 2012.

Gareth comes into the Oban
Camanachd role on the back of
two spells managing Lochside
Rovers; 2015 to 2018 and 2020
to 2021. One league title - and
twice losing out by the finest
of margins - a Sutherland Cup
and a Bullough Cup were won
during that time. Evans was
also involved towards the end
of Brian MacCallum’s 2019
reign when Lochside did the
Sutherland and  Bullough
double.

His efforts were recognised
when he was named Mowi
South Division 1 Manager of
the Year in 2015 and 2017.

It is of equal importance that
a number of young players
were guided on their way from
youth shinty to first team
shinty at Oban Camanachd
during his tenure, with one or
two even turning out for Oban
Celtic.

Gareth Evans takes over from
Stephen Sloss who stood down
at the end of the abridged 2021
season and he recognises the
magnitude of the job.

He said: ‘It’s a big step up
from managing Lochside and
it will be strange to an extent
given I'm friends with a few of
the boys but I will put my all
into this and I'm sure all the
players will too.

Gareth Evans now turns his
attention to planning for the
2022 shinty season and he
added: ‘We have a good squad
and the aim is to push on and
win some of the national com-
petitions. Oban Camanachd
will always be in with a shout
of winning the Celtic Society
Cup but we really want to
strive for national success and
we have the players to do it

There will be continuity at
Lochside Rovers where Andrew
Pearson, lain MacMillan and
Duncan MacMillan, who were
all involved last season, now
take on the running of the side.

Don’t miss next week’s Oban
Times for Gareth Evans
thoughts on Lochside Rovers’
2021 campaign.

Artemis Macaulay
Cup Draw

One of the pre-season high-
lights saw the 2022 Artemis
Macaulay Cup draw take place
live on Oban FM on Saturday
December 4.

The Macaulay Cup, first pre-
sented in 1947 by then Oban
Times editor Flora Macaulay,
is the only cup format in
senior shinty to be played on a
regional basis so guaranteeing
a final between a south and
north side. Eligibility is mainly
based on the previous year’s
league placing and there was
just one change from the south
teams who competed last
season as Col Glen returned
to the competition, replacing
Ballachulish. The north half of
the draw remained unchanged.

The Macaulay Association
was well represented as
Gerry Kilmurray drew the
home sides, with Les Kinvig
picking the away sides. Davie

Hamilton was also in attend-
ance. Just like last year, Oban
Celtic and Oban Camanachd
were both given home draws
but both face tough ties. Oban
Celtic play Scottish Sea Farms
Glasgow Celtic Society Cup
winners Kyles Athletic, whilst
Oban Camanachd welcome
fellow Mowi Premiership side
Glasgow Mid Argyll.

Fort William have a tricky
trip to the Dell to play
Kingussie, whilst Kilmallie
will test Lovat at Canal Parks.

The tie of the round is the
meeting between Newtonmore
and Kinlochshiel at the Eilan.

The draw in full is:

Artemis Macaulay Cup first
round - Aberdour v Bute;
Inveraray v Col Glen; Oban
Celtic v Kyles Athletic; Oban
Camanachd v Glasgow Mid
Argyll; Kingussie v Fort
William; Kilmallie v Lovat;
Newtonmore v Kinlochshiel;
Lochaber v Caberfeidh.

Artemis Macaulay Cup quar-
ter finals - Oban Celtic/Kyles
Athletic v Aberdour/Bute;
Oban  Camanachd/Glasgow
Mid Argyll v Inveraray/Col
Glen; Lochaber/Caberfeidh
v Kingussie/Fort William;
Newtonmore/Kinlochshiel v
Kilmallie/Lovat.

Artemis Macaulay Cup semi
finals - Oban Celtic/Kyles
Athletic/Aberdour/Bute v
Oban  Camanachd/Glasgow
Mid Argyll/Inveraray/Col
Glen; Lochaber/Caberfeidh/
Kingussie/Fort ~ William v
Newtonmore/Kinlochshiel/
Kilmallie/Lovat.

The South Artemis Macaulay
Cup semi-final takes place
at Mossfield with the North
last four tie at Braeview Park,
Beauly.

The Artemis Macaulay Cup
Final takes place at Mossfield
with the dates for all ties still
to be confirmed. Kingussie
are the current holders, having
beaten Kyles Athletic 4-1 in
last season’s final.

Oban Camanachd
Under 17s win
MacQuisten Cup

Oban Camanachd U17 12
Glasgow Mid Argyll U17 0
Oban Camanachd Under
17s lifted the MacQuisten

Cup, defeating Glasgow Mid
Argyll Under 17s 12-0 in the
final at Mossfield on Saturday
December 4.

This was the final opportu-
nity to contest this trophy and
Tain Hay and his ground staff
deserve credit for ensuring
the pitch was playable for this
noon throw-up.

GMA lost out to Aberdour
in the semi-finals but were
asked to step in when the Fife
side were unable to field a team
for the final. GMA were the
younger side and they gave
it their all, especially in the
second half.

Oban Camanachd were too
strong though, running up a
9-0 interval lead but some great
goalkeeping restricted them to
only three more goals in the
second half. Ewen Campbell
was top scorer with five goals
and Louis MacFarlane scored
four times. Two-goal Coll
MacKay and Pearce Mcbeth
made up the Oban Camanachd
tally,. ~ Oban  Camanachd
captain Hannah MacDonald
stepped forward to raise the
94-year-old MacQuisten Cup
in front of her delighted team-
mates and a noisy support.

MacTavish
Juvenile Cup

Elsewhere, Beauly Under 17s
won the MacTavish Juvenile
Cup, beating Kingussie Under
17s 4-0 in the final at Braeview
Park. Kieran Rennie and Finlay
‘Stork’ MacLennan scored in

Oban Camanachd holds annual general meeting

Oban Camanachd held their annual
general meeting at the Rockfield Centre

on Friday December 3.

Vice president Gareth Evans opened
the meeting as president Pat Steeman
was unable to attend because of work

commitments.

Gareth Evans thanked sponsors TSL
for their support. He said: “TSL have
been terrific, even honouring their spon-
sorship to back the club when we weren’t
able to play shinty in 2020 and early
2021. We have not been able to give them

Election

on as president.

much in return over that period but we
will make it up to them next season.’
Stephen Sloss was thanked for his hard
work and commitment during his three-
year term as Oban Camanachd manager.
of office
MacIntyre continues as chieftain and
Pat Steeman, who attended to the many
Covid-related matters last season, stays

With Gareth Evans becoming Oban
Camanachd manager, Alastair Crowe is
the club’s new vice president.

Donald

bearers: Iain

Tain MacIntyre becomes secretary, with
Katy Cameron remaining as treasurer.

MacLellan continues as

superball convener, with Amanda Sloss
having responsibility for social media
and Nigel Evans continuing to attend to
transport. Oban Camanachd are always
on the lookout for new volunteers and
anyone interested in helping out, even

for a small time, should contact any of

the office bearers. The Oban Camanachd
and Lochside Rovers player of the year
awards will take place in the New Year.

the first half, with MacLennan
getting his second after the
restart and Finlay MacLennan
adding a fourth late on.

The W] Cameron Under
17 Development Cup Final
between Aberdour Under
17s and Inverness Under 17s
was postponed, as was the
Camanachd Association
Under 14 Development Cup
Final between Bute Under 14s
and Strathspey Camanachd
Under 14s.

Macmillan Nurses
collection

A collection at the inaugural
Alasdair Morrison Memorial
Cup match between Skye
Camanachd and Lochcarron
raised £1,017 for Macmillan
Nurses.

The Morrison family are
overwhelmed by the support,

kindness and  generosity
shown to them and extend
their heart-felt thanks to

everyone who contributed.

Mowi National
Awards

The 2021 Mowi Awards will
be a ‘virtual’ celebration of

achievements, replacing the
usual annual ceremony, to
respect and celebrate the

achievements  of  shinty’s
sportsmen and women and
their impact on their commu-
nity during the unique years of
2020 and 2021.

These unique Mowi Awards
aim to recognise the extraor-
dinary efforts and incredible

Beauly
captain Euan
MacCormick
with the
MacTavish

Juvenile Cup.
Photograph: Neil
Paterson.

endeavour that was required to
deliver a shinty season in 2021.
This year’s awards will be
based on the important values
on which shinty and its com-
munities are built and upon
which Mowi, shinty sponsors
for the past 35 years, and the
Camanachd Association oper-
ate. Nominations can be made
at the Camanachd Association
website www.shinty.com

Mabel Sloggie

The Womens Camanachd
Association  (WCA)  was
amongst the many clubs and
associations to express their
sadness at the passing of Mabel
Sloggie on Friday December 3.

Mabel Sloggie was the wife of
the late John Sloggie and shinty
played a huge part in both their
lives. A WCA statement said:
‘Mabel followed her husband
and her sons in the sport but
she also broke down barriers
in her own right as an official,
goal judging at many games.
She always proudly carried
and showed off her Macaulay
Final medal. She also put in
countless hours alongside John
making Munro Camans and
the WCA were grateful when
the couple supplied beautiful
black camans for the winning
captain of the Valerie Fraser
Women’s Camanachd Cup. A
formidable lady, Mabel will
be sorely missed by the shinty
community.’

The deepest sympathies from
the shinty world go to Mabel’s
sons Eddie, Matthew, Mark
and Peter and their respective
families.
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Rugby round-up
Oban Lorne ladies and men’s
teams were in action at
Glencruitten on Saturday in an
entertaining day’s rugby.

With the tragic death of
Scotland international player
Siobhan Cattigan, her home
club Stirling County had asked
all clubs to take part in a min-
ute’s applause prior to their
games and Oban and visitors
Wigtownshire stood side-by-
side to honour the memory of
a great player.

Oban Lorne Ladies 12
Wigtonshire Ladies 40

The ladies kicked off first, with
the new Game On scheme in
place in which teams match
each other on the park and
play uncontested scrums.
Oban started the game
with 12 players, with Alenei
Simmonds and Lee Gallagher
playing their first game for the
Green Army.

The home girls played well
with good ball handling and
great runs down the park,
but Wigtownshire found gaps
in the Oban defence. Team
captain Kirsty Sinclair led by
example, scoring two brilliant,

well-organised  tries, with
great support from her team-
mates. Kayleigh Roche easily
converted one.

Head coach Corrie Lowe was
delighted with the attitude and
the passion of that the Green
Army showed and was proud
of everyone. Final score 12-40.

The Green Army now take a
festive break and will return
in January. They have three
games to play in the remainder
of the season.

Oban Lorne RFC7
Wigtonshire 10

Oban’s men started strongly,
using their big forwards to
make ground and some big
hits during the game.

The backs were led by captain
for the day Callum Hamilton
and showed great spirit and
great ball handling down the
centre of the park.

First points on the board
came from the opposition
when they slipped through
Oban’s defence to score.

Fifteen minutes before half-
time, Bates and Anderson
found gaps in the visiting
defence and the ball went out
wide where Blair Macfarlane
scored a excellent try which

Saints denied victory
after last-minute goal

Giffnock SCAR 1
Oban Saints GG 1

GG Premier Amateur
Football League Div 3

Oban Saints second string
travelled to Thornliebank last
Saturday (December 4) to face
bottom of the table Giffnock
Soccer Centre Amateurs Reds.

Three points separated the
pair at the foot of the Greater
Glasgow Premier Amateur
Football League Division 3A
table at the start of play and
a goal-a-piece ensured the

positions remained unchanged
after 90 evenly contested
minutes. There was an early
set-back for Saints when
Cammy Clark went over his
ankle in the centre circle after
eight minutes signalling the
introduction from the bench of
Kieran Hendry.

Hendry’s 19th minute cross-
field pass picked out the run of
Craig Livingstone whose right
foot shot was well saved at his
near post by Giftnock keeper
Scott MacLennan. Opposite
number Murdo MacKenzie
was called into action imme-

Oban and Wigtonshire players pay tribute to Scottish international Siobhan Cattigan who died last week at the age of 26.

was converted by Hamilton.
Half time 7-5.

The second half was just as
exciting as the first, with both
teams playing hard rugby in
the middle of the park.

Oban kept the pressure on
the opposing side, but with 15
minutes left, Wigtownshire
broke down the field and the
forwards scored the second
try of the game. Next week the
boys are away to Strathaven.

East Kilbride U16s 33

Oban Lorne U16s 7

Oban  Lorne  Under-16s
travelled to East Kilbride on
Sunday for their last league
game of the year after rear-
ranging pitches due to the
home side’s being frozen.

Oban started brightly and
were camped in the 22 when
skipper Finlay Brown looked
to have crossed over for the
team’s first try, but number 8
was caught out due to a mix-up
of lines.

The visitors still looked dom-
inant and kept the pressure on
the opposing side before EK
broke down the field and rum-
bled on through the forwards
to score the first try of the
game after 25 minutes.

diately thereafter when the
home side swiftly counter-at-
tacked. Andrew McKerlie’s
long ball up to Schwan Nuri
saw the Giffnock striker get
the better of Saints Skipper
Kenneth Black but not Murdo
MacKenzie who saved well to
his right. MacLennan needed
two attempts to hold Lewis
Buchanan’s 20th minute shot as
the heavy morning rain which
forced a number of fixture
cancellations finally abated.

Kieran Hendry robbed Stuart
Lemay as he tried to usher the
ball over the bye-line for a 30th
minute goal kick. Hendry then
beat Scott MacLennan at his
near post, but referee Michael
Fox disallowed the goal for a
Hendry foul on Lemay.

Sixty seconds later Saints had
the ball in the net again when

>

A determined Oban side hit
back with a powerful run from
flanker Reece Lawrie crossing
the line to level the scores.

Oban then suffered two
shoulder injuries to wing
James Campbell and full back
Zach Alexander. East Kilbride
took full advantage and scored
just before halftime. Oban
kept their heads up but more
injuries led to more tries being
conceded and with the pitch
beginning to freeze over, the
coaches agreed to end the
game early.

Man of the match was second
rower Kuba Kolodziejczyk.

Oban now look forward to
the new year ahead of their cup
fixtures where they will look to
build on this successful league
season.

The Under-16s thank Zach
Alexander and JJ Blackley who
will return to Lochaber Rugby
Football Clun for the cup
competition.

Girls Under-14s/Under-16s

Oban Girls Under-14s and
Under-16s  teams attended
the regional festival in
Ravenscraig. The 14s played
Cartha, Lenzie/Strathaven,
Strathendrick and Biggar. The

Aaron McKay tucked away a
Lewis Buchanan cut-back from
the left. But referee Michael Fox
made it two disallowed goals in
as many minutes when he ruled
Buchanan offside.

Saints started the second half
well with Craig Livingstone
heading a Dylan Anderson
cross wide and Kieran Hendry
sending a decent effort dipping
inches over the crossbar after
cutting in from the left. Aaron
McKay’s low 65-minute shot
across Scott MacLennan beat
the Giffnock keeper’s right
hand but also the far post as
the breakthrough continued to
elude Saints.

The deadlock was broken in
the 68th-minute when Hendry
beat the Giffnock offside trap
to get on the end of a Dylan
Anderson  through  ball

&8

girls played fast rugby and
were rewarded with a flurry
of tries for Abby Macqueen,
Cairistiona MacAloon and
Rowan Gemmell. There were
debut tries for Lilly Hutchison.

The girls’ structure was much
improved with excellent de-
fence from Anna Logan, Ellen
Hutchison and S1 player Ruby
Blainey putting in a try-saving
tackle.

The final game against Biggar
was a close-fought affair end-
ing in a draw. The S1 players
Hayleigh Ward, Ruth Joss
and Ruby Blainey should be
commended on stepping up
and playing these competitive
matches.

The Under-16s travelled with
reduced numbers but were able
to join up with Cartha Queen’s
Park. They played four, fast-
paced matches on the indoor
surface and the contact was
hard.

Aimee Clark, Ainead Burns,
Jess Jevons, Lauren Gibson
and Nicola Duncan all got on
the score sheet, linking up well
to find space.

The Under-16s are look-
ing forward to entering
the National Shield after
Christmas.

Ruaridh Buchanan replaced
Anderson after 77 minutes
joining brother Lewis in attack
with Aaron McKay moving to
left wing back.

Hearts were in mouths on
the Saints touchline when
Sam Webb’s speculative 81
minute effort from wide on the
left looped high over Murdo
MacKenzie before landing on
top of the crossbar and bounc-
ing behind.

The Buchanan brothers strike
partnership was brought to an
end in the 86-minute when
Lewis made way for Saints
youth product Lewis Campbell.

The home side kept pressing
but Saints defended well and
justas it looked as though Saints
had done enough to secure the
victory, two valuable points
were snatched from them right

or

Magnus Bradbury, left, was
presented with his 100th cap
by Grant Gilchrist. photograph:
Ross Parker/SNS Group).

Century
celebration

Magnus  Bradbury  made
his 100th Edinburgh Rugby
appearance on Friday night
when the capital club hosted
Benetton at the DAM Health
Stadium in Round 7 of the
United Rugby Championship.

As Edinburgh Rugby cele-
brated ‘club appreciation night’
— which saw the squad pull on
the socks of their boyhood
clubs to recognise the impor-
tance of the wider grassroots
game - Bradbury represented
his hometown team, Oban
Lorne, while reaching the
landmark appearance seven
years on from making his pro-
fessional debut at the age of 19.

After producing a typically
physical performance, carry-
ing dominantly for the full 80
minutes the 26-year-old back
row also secured the Player of
the Match award following his
team’s 24-10 victory.

Speaking after the game,
Magnus said: ‘Oban Lorne
is where it all started for me.
They pushed me and coached
me and they got me to where
I am today. I will always be
thankful for that.

The 14-times capped
Scotland international became
Edinburgh Rugby’s 36th club
centurion and joined former
capital back-row greats Simon
Taylor, Ally Hogg and Roddy
Grant in reaching the historic
milestone.

at the death. Martin Bonar got
back to help out his defence
and concede a 92-minute
corner kick. The delivery from
the left was headed back in the
direction it came from, however
a second delivery looped over
the Saints defence and was met
perfectly at the back post by
Giffnock skipper Callum Brook
whose header from two yards
arrowed back across Murdo
MacKenzie and into the net.

There was barely enough time
left on the clock to restart the
match and Mr Fox brought
proceedings to a close.

Oban Saints GG have no
fixture this coming Saturday
while the first team return
to Central Scottish Amateur
Football ~League  Premier
Division action with a visit
from Gartcosh United.
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Otters back with a splash
s captain breaks record

Club captain Andrew Boyle broke the 50m butterfly record
held by Saul Ormiston since 2003.

2021 club gala results

Development squad cups

Spence Shield, girls age 9/10:
Jaime Maclntyre; runner-up,
Rosie Campbell. Achnacreebeag
trophy, girls age 11+ Rose
Maclnnes; runner-up, Isla Muir;
3 Aly MacDonald; 4 Mara Breslin.
Larchfield trophy, boys age 11-13:
Alfie  MacIntyre; runner-up,
Riley Anderson; 3 Sean Summers;

4= Alasdair Bruce and Daniel
MacInness. ABCD cup, boys aged
14: Thomas Thomson; runner-up,
Noah Soares Domingues.
Junior Squad cups

Tona Shop cup, boys aged 12: Finn
MacKechnie; 2 Cameron Craik;
3 Owen Stevenson. Individual
Medley (IM) 100m: Cameron
Craik; 2 Owen Stevenson. JS

Oban Otters held their annual
gala at the town’s Atlantis
Leisure centre on Saturday
following two years of patchy
training due to Covid-related
pool closures.

Lack of practice didn’t appear
to affect the young competi-
tors, however, with the stand-
ard high across the board.

Club captain Andrew Boyle,
16, broke the 50m butterfly
record by almost one second,
setting a new time of 30.11
seconds.

New head coach Shannon
McCuish said: ‘Tt was a fan-
tastic day with great results
achieved by all swimmers. I'm
proud that after a rough couple
of years with limited training
we managed to break a record
that hasn’t been broken since
2003. I'm looking forward to
the next annual gala’

Otters  president  Moira
Logan agreed that it had been
an exciting afternoon watch-
ing the return of competitive
swimming at Atlantis.

Shield, boys aged 13: Marco
MacGregor; 2 Rufus Hughes;
3 Daniel Campbell. IM 100m:
Marco MacGregor; 2 Rufus
Hughes. JS Shield, girls aged
13: Rebecca Bruce. IM 100m:
Rebecca Bruce.

Performance squad cups
Intermediate trophy, girls aged
12: Lily Robinson. IM 100m: Lily

Abby
MacQueen.

‘Many  youngsters  were
getting their first taste of
competitive swimming and
some of our more experienced
swimmers, who have shown
such commitment over the
past year, smashed their per-
sonal bests,’ she added.

Moira thanked Atlantis staff
for their efforts at the gala and
at weekly training and all the
volunteers who helped the gala
run smoothly. Oban Otters has
been run by volunteers since

Robinson. Hannah'’s shield, boys
aged 13: Joel Robinson. IM 100m:
Joel Robinson. Gateway cup,
girls aged 13: Abby MacQueen;
2 Megan Carre; 3 Juliette Main;
4 Anna Logan. IM 100m: Abby
MacQueen; 2 Juliette Main.
Hunter cup, boys aged 14+: Kai
MacKechnie; 2 Andrew Boyle;
3 Ewan Dowd. Andrew Boyle

1975. There are currently nine
coaches running four swim-
ming squads of more than
50 swimmers supported by a
committee and teen poolside
helpers.

Contact Oban Otters on
their Facebook page for more
information on how you can
help support the club through
sponsorship, volunteering or
expertise.

I More photographs at www.
obantimes.co.uk

broke the 50m fly record held by
Saul Ormiston since 2003 with a
new time of 30.11. IM 200m: Kai
MacKechnie; 2 Ewan Dowd.

Forteith cup, girls aged 14+:
Rachel Carre; 2 Edie Elliott; 3
Alex Elliot; 4 Kay Logan; 5 Abby
Docherty. IM 200m: Rachel
Carre; 2 Alex Elliott; 3 Kay
Logan.

Edie Elliot.
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Friday

Temperatures
4°Cto 7°C.

Light rain showers and
a moderate breeze

Saturday

Light rain and a
moderate breeze
Temperatures
6°C to 9°C.

Sunday

Light rain and a
moderate breeze
Temperatures
6°C to 9°C.
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personal Christmas messages
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Western Isles
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Wizards
& trains
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Ingrid Henderson
narrates new BBC
Radio 4 show

® See page 4 for more

‘Get your own house in order’

by Mark Entwistle

mentwistle@lochabertimes.co.uk

Highland Council has been told it
needs to get its own house in order
before making demands of others.

The comments came from Councillor
Andrew Baxter, chairman of Lochaber
Area Committee, commenting after the
Inverness-headquartered local authori-
ty issued a press statement in which its

three most senior elected members,
including leader Margaret Davidson,
called on Scottish Government Finance
Secretary Kate Forbes to increase
budget allocations for local authori-
ties when she publishes the 2022-23
Scottish Budget and Medium-Term
Financial Strategy today (Thursday).
Councillor Davidson said: ‘We are
looking to the Scottish Government
to give us a good positive increase

in budget and a decent settlement of
at least plus three per cent to help us
support our service delivery.

‘We echo and support COSLA’s Live
Well Locally budget campaign which
highlights that without adequate fund-
ing for local government, recovery will
stall and a lot of good progress made
will be wasted, as the pandemic hit our
poorest communities hardest.”

The two other senior councillors -

depute leader Alasdair Christie and
Jimmy Gray, corporate resources com-
mittee chairman - were also quoted.

Councillor Gray said all Scottish
local authorities will be looking to the
Finance Secretary for what he called a
‘just settlement’.

And he added: ‘With strong positive
financial planning in place, this will
enable us to invest in essential infra-

Continued on page 2.

ighland

BlindCraft Beds

Open Monday-Friday

9am-5pm

Highland BlindCraft Beds

Ardconnel Street
Inverness IV2 3HB

Mattresses & Divan Sets Handcrafted in Inverness

Charity no. SC030764

We make them to order in any size required,
using in stock materials

UK Fast Delivery #SUPPORTLOCAL

Call: 01463 233662

www.highlandblindcraft.co.uk
to find out more




2 NEWS

Lochaber Times
Thursday 9 December 2021

Inverlochy pupils demonstrate
their recycllng skills for Christmas

Pupils from Inverlochy
Primary School have

proven themselves to be very
enterprising young elves this
Christmas, by manufacturing
everything from Christmas
decorations, to coasters,
keyrings and wallets by
recycling bicycle parts, writes
Mark Entwistle.

It is part of a Young
Enterprise scheme looking at a
‘circular economy’ with every
class creating a product using
only recycled materials, form-
ing a business to market them.
The older pupils came up with
the business name ‘Bike from
the Dead’, with the catchy
slogan ‘Don’t retyre - recycle’
and company members giving
a presentation on how it had
been achieved.

The products, made from
discarded gears, chains and
inner tubes supplied by local

Hamish Cameron and Isla Bryce of Primary Three present
their product of colourful recycled crayons. Looking on is
Richard Corrigan from Young Enterprise Scotland.

Photographs: lain Ferguson, alba.photos

business, Off Beat Bikes,
are now available online
at lochaberhigh.org.uk/
bike-from-the-dead

MOREPHOTOS

www.lochabertimes.co.uk

m Above left, recycling pallets into
useful household objects was the
Primary Six project presented by
Phoebe Judge and Jacob Garwood;
above, Rocco MacMillan, Charlie
Johnstone and Joshua Crighton
spoke of their Primary Five class
project of re-using old technology;
and left, Primary Five pupils Tai
McEachern, Finn Laggan, Erin
MacPherson and Oliver Zal talk
about their recycling plans to turn a
range of old products into new ones.

Young
Person's
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Fort William man admits
attacking former boss

A 22-year-old Fort William
man attacked his former boss
with a sledgehammer resulting
in surgery for the victim.

At Inverness Sheriff Court,
right, on Tuesday, Samuel
Nixon, of St John’s Road, Fort
William, admitted assaulting
James O’Donnell to his severe
injury and permanent im-
pairment at his home in Old
Banavie Road, Banavie, on
May 16 this year.

Sentence was deferred by
Sheriff Sara Matheson until
January 10 for a background
report and a restriction of
liberty order assessment.

Nixon’s bail was continued
and defence solicitor advocate
Neil Wilson reserved his com-
ments until then.

Fiscal depute David Morton
told the court that Nixon used
to work for Mr O’Donnell
some time ago.

He said: ‘He was at home
when he heard his door being
struck. He opened it to see
Nixon there.

‘He used a pack of threaded
steel bars which were at the
door to defend himself and

i " e -3
managed to deflect the blows.

‘But Nixon swung the weap-
on two or three times and it
caught his thumb. Nixon then
threw it at him, striking him
on the thigh’

Mr Morton said Mr
O’Donnell sustained an open
fracture and dislocation to
his thumb and a severed
tendon which required sur-
gery at Raigmore Hospital in
Inverness.

‘He can’t bend his thumb
fully and has lost feeling in
most of it, apart from pain at
the top of the thumb.

‘He had three sessions of
physiotherapy but it only
worked to a degree, Mr
Morton went on.

‘Get own house in order’
before demanding more
cash, Baxter tells council

Continued from page 1.
structure, such as schools and
roads while supporting and

delivering vital community
services.’
Councillor  Baxter  (Fort

William and Ardnamurchan),
told the Lochaber Times he
would always support extra
funds coming to the Highlands,
but criticised the council’s call
for more money as ‘a bit rich’
when it came from an adminis-
tration he accused of repeatedly
failing to implement its own
budget measures or wasting
money on expensive vanity
projects.

“Too often Lochaber residents
pay for these incompetent
mistakes. For example, we are
paying extra car park charges
and to use public toilets, when
other areas many years later
have failed to introduce these
charges agreed at budget time,’

Councillor  Baxter  added.
‘We've seen taxpayers’ money
wasted on so-called public
artwork in Inverness. And now
they are desperate to appoint a
Lord Provost for Inverness with
all the expensive flummery that
entails.

‘Highland Council needs
to get its own house in order
before making demands from
others.

Councillor Baxter has also
lodged a number of questions
for today’s meeting of the full
local authority. It includes quiz-
zing Mrs Davidson on whether,
as leader of the council, she
believes the £360,000 spent
on the Gathering Place public
artwork in Inverness represents
good use of public funds.

In  her written reply,
Councillor Davidson says her
view was ‘not relevant’ as this
was a decision taken by the City

of Inverness Area Committee.

The meeting will also see
a motion, counter-signed by
Councillor Baxter, calling on
the council to acknowledge the
belief that the regionalisation
of local authorities has been
a failed experiment and a
singular  unitary authority
for the Highland region does
not, and has not, served the
people of the region effectively
and fairly. The motion further
calls on the council to ask the
Scottish Government and the
minister for Local Government
to review the existing Highland
Council area, with the view
to returning local authorities
to ‘their most localised form
possible’.

SUBSCRIBE

www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions
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Twins charged
with murder
of cyclist, Tony

Twin brothers from Argyll
and Bute have been charged
with the murder of charity
cyclist Tony Parsons.

Alexander and Robert
McKellar, aged 30, were also
charged with attempting to
defeat the ends of justice when
they appeared at Dumbarton
Sheriff Court on Thursday
December 2.

Mr Parsons, from
Tillicoultry, was last seen
during a bike ride in
September 2017 outside the
Bridge of Orchy Hotel in
Argyll and Bute. His body was
discovered in a remote area of
ground close to a farm near
the A82 at Bridge of Orchy on
Tuesday January 12, 2021.

The brothers were further
charged with conspiracy to
murder Mr Parsons.

Alexander McKellar was
also individually charged
with causing serious injury by
dangerous driving.

The two men made no plea
and were committed for
further examination and
remanded in custody.

CHRISTMAS DEALS FROM US

TO THE PEOPLE OF OBAN

RATIRITT |Qw’éw’

- ] , Sy E T A
T\ TAKEAWAY DEALS SIT IN PARTY DEAL SIT IN CURRY DEALS :
Deal 1 Party Deal for 1 Curry Deal for 1 *
Any 9" Pizza, 1 Peri Chicken Wrap, 1 Fries, 1 Mozzarella Sticks, 2 Cans of Pepsi Any Chicken Meal Veg Pakora, Chicken Curry, Korma OR Bhoona, Rice OR Nan
£11.99 £5.50 £9.99
i Deal 2 Party Deal for 2 Curry Deal for 2
» Any 2 9" Pizzas, 5 Peri Peri Wings or Strips, 1 Peri Peri Chicken Rice Box, 2 Fries, 2 Any 2 Chicken Meals Mixed Pakora, Any 2 Chicken Curries, 1 Rice, 1 Plain or Garlic :
2 Cans of Pepsi £9.99 Nan B :-7"
* £19.99 £16.99
(Lamb +£1 per dish)
Deal 3 Party Deal for 3 Curry Deal for 3
= 1 Full Peri Peri Chicken, Any 12" Pizza, 5 Fried Strips or Wings, 4 Peri Peri Chicken Any 9" Pizza + Any 2 Chicken Large Mixed Pakora, Any 3 Chicken Curries, 3 Rice and 1 Plain
' Thigh, Peri Chips, Mozzarella Sticks and 2 x 2L Pepsi Meals or Garlic Nan
£19.99 £14.99 £26.99
(Lamb +£1 per dish)
Deal 4 Party Deal for 4 Curry Deal for 4
Any 2 12" Pizzas, 1 Peri Peri infused Donner Kebab, 3 Fried Drumsticks, 2 x Potato Any 2 9" Pizzas + Any 2 Chicken Large Mixed Starter Plate, Any 4 Chicken Curries, 2 Rice & 2
Wedges and 2 Cans of Pepsi Meals Plain or Garlic Nan, and 4 Chocolate Fudge Cake Slices
£21.99 £19.99 £39.99 _
=y Deal 5 Party Deal for 6 KIDS DEALS Kb
5L 9”Pizza, 5 Peri Peri Strips and 5 Wings, Peri Chicken Quesadilla, 2 x Onion Rings, 2 Any 2 12" Pizzas, Any 2 Chicken Kids Party Deal 1 o 55
) x Fries, Meals + 2 Peri Fries Chips, Chicken Nuggets, Onion Rings & Mozzarella Sticks with : --"
2 x Chicken Nuggets £26.99 a Small Ice Cream Shake
2 x 500ml Pepsi £5.99
£23.99
Deal 6 Party Deal for 8 Kids Party Deal 2
Peri Peri Chicken Burger, Fried Chicken Burger, 5 Peri Peri Wings or Strips, 1 Full Peri Peri Chicken, Any 2 12" Any Chicken, Beef or Cheese Burger with Chips and Onion
Chicken Quesadilla or Burrito, 1 Peri Chicken Rice Box, 2 Fries, 2 Peri Chips, 2 Spicy | Pizzas, Any 2 Chicken Meals + Any Rings with a Small Ice Cream Shake
Rice, 2 x 2L Pepsi 2 Sides £5.99
£23.99 £34.99

95-97 George Street 01631 565786 Order online @ www.mondoperiperi.co.uk
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Glenfinnan’s Ingrid narrates
show on wizards and trains

The West Highland Line and
its association with a famous
boy wizard features in a BBC
Radio 4 programme this week
presented by  Glenfinnan’s
Ingrid Henderson, writes Mark
Entwistle.

The edition of Open Country,
BBC Radio 4s long-running
outdoors series, will be broad-
cast today (Thursday) at 3pm
and repeated on Saturday
(December 11) at 06.07am.

It's called Wizards and
Steam Trains on the West
Highland Line and listeners
will hear folk musician Ingrid
Henderson explore the com-
munities and landscapes which
influence her life and work.

She lives in Glenfinnan, on
the shores of Loch Shiel, where
Bonnie Prince Charlie raised
his standard before setting off
on his much-romanticised,
doomed mission to reclaim the
British crown for the Stuarts.

But in recent years Charlie
has been almost supplanted by
a fictional rival - young wizard
Harry Potter.

Thousands of tourists are
drawn to the area, eager to
see the Jacobite steam train

- aka the Hogwarts Express
as it crosses the magnificent
Glenfinnan viaduct - an iconic
scene in the Potter films.

Ingrid talks to Jacobite histo-
rian Charlie MacFarlane about
this clash of cultures and - up at
the viaduct - chats with Harry
Potter fans who have travelled
from as far afield as China,
Brazil and the USA to see the
Hogwarts Express.

She also finds out about the
history of the West Highland
Railway Line with museum
curator Hege Hernaes as it cele-
brates its 120th anniversary and
takes the train to the fishing
port of Mallaig, at the end of the
line. It’s her home town, where
her musical career started.

Former schoolteacher Denis
Rixson recalls the heyday of
the town’s fishing industry
and Ingrid describes how the
coast and waters of this part of
Scotland have inspired some of
her work.

The programme production
side of things also has a
Lochaber involvement as it has
been produced by Mingarry-
based radio producers Kathleen
Carragher and John Deering.

Fort Tesco set to
be hit by stri

by Mark Entwistle

mentwistle@lochabertimes.co.uk

The vote to strike over a
pay dispute by Unite union
members employed by
Tesco could well see the Fort
William branch of the famous
retailer facing shortages along
with every other branch in
Scotland.

The workers who balloted for
strikes, including warehouse
workers and HGV drivers, are
based at Tesco’s Livingston
Distribution Depot which pro-
vides stock to all Tesco stores
across Scotland.

The strike action is a result of
what Unite slammed as Tesco’s
‘derisory’ four per cent pay
offer which it said is well below
the current retail price index
(RPI) inflation rate of six per
cent.

Unite members will walk
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out on Monday December
20 and will not return before
Christmas.

The workforce is particularly
angry that Tesco is offering a
real terms pay cut while the
supermarket giant is project-
ing an operating profit of £2.6
billion for the current financial

year. Unite Regional Officer
Willie Thomson said: ‘It’s time
Tesco rewarded its exception-
ally hard-working and loyal
workforce in distribution.
The workers have kept us fed
throughout this pandemic
and after contributing to the
exceptional profits of Tesco

The Tesco Express in Fort
William could be hit by staff
shortages if the planned
strike by Unite workers goes
ahead.

they fully deserve a significant

pay rise.
‘Tesco needs to put its
customers and  workforce

first, settle this dispute or
risk shortages over the festive
period.

‘Tesco says “This Christmas
nothing is stopping us”. Well,
with the full support of Unite
nothing is going to stop our
members in their fight for a
fair wage deal’

Asked if the Tesco Express
store in Fort William High
Street would also be affected,
a Unite spokesperson told
us this week: ‘Tt will be if the
strikes go ahead.

Treat yourself to
. the ultimate gift

* :this Christmas...
s Sy

Create space to entertain and reconnect with
loved ones. Order a Cairngorm Kitchen today!

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

Inverness | Elgin | Thurso f W

Credit is subject to application and status. Terms and conditions apply.
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. [Cairngorm Conservatories/Kitchens/Windows*] is a trading style of Inverness
Glass Company Limited, Longman Drive, Inverness, IV1 1S (FRN 916751) who act a credit broker offering credit only from Hitachi Capital (UK) PLC

Cairngorm
{ Group

tougher.warmer.smarter

Councillors give thumbs-up to
Visitor Management Plan

The  Highland  Council’s
Tourism  Committee  has
agreed a proposed Visitor
Management Plan for 2022 to
support the growth in visitors
to the region, writes Mark
Entwistle.

Chairman of the Tourism
Committee Councillor
Gordon Adam said members
were supportive of the delivery
of the council’s draft Visitor
Management Plan 2022 and
the rollout of the projects
across the region.

‘Tourism is vital to the
economic recovery of the
Highlands, he said.

‘Tourism-related jobs can
represent up to 43 per cent of
the workforce in some areas
across Highland and it is really
important that we continue to
strive to improve infrastruc-
ture and how we manage the
growth in visitor numbers in
Highland communities,” he
added.

‘Significant data gathering
has been collated throughout
the busy 2021 season, the use-
ful information has been care-
fully considered by members
and officers in order to learn
from last year and to prioritise
the key improvements for the
2022 Visitor Management

Plan’ To assist in defining
the range of activities and
the financial allocations that
might be required, a workshop
involving both members and
relevant officers was held on
Friday November 5.

This workshop allowed mem-
bers to consider the feedback
and the evidence gathered and

‘Tourism is vital to the
economic recovery

of the Highlands...
itis important we
continue to improve
infrastructure...

give their views on what the
priorities might be for a 2022
Visitor Management Plan.

The Visitor Management
planning officer group subse-
quently met and considered
the feedback and have pro-
duced a draft plan.

The council will work with
other agencies involved in
tourism and visitor manage-
ment to deliver the plan.

A number of actions includ-
ed in the plan which council-
lors have approved include:

£240,000 on road management
and improvements; £160,000
investment in parking man-
agement; £350,000 for seasonal
access rangers; £190,000 spend
on public toilets; £220,000
on waste management and
£55,000 improved provision
for motorhomes and waste
disposal points.

Councillors also welcomed
the wide range of additional
projects across the region that
are under way or which are
soon to start and which will
complement the activities in
the plan.

These are expected to be
ready by spring / summer
2022 and include Fort
Augustus  waste  disposal
unit; Uig Fairy Glen parking;
Staffin  Kilt Rock parking
extension; Dunvegan Coral
Beach parking; Elgol toilets
parking and waste disposal
unit; Isle of Eigg public toilets;
Ardnamurchan Point parking
and visitor facilities; and Glen
Nevis parking improvements.

In tandem with the Visitor
Management Plan, the coun-
cil is developing a Tourism
Infrastructure Plan  which
aims to identify the longer-
term tourism infrastructure
requirements of the region.
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Victorious Sarah ready
to roll out welcome mat

SNP candidate Sarah
Fanet, pictured
right, has vowed
to continue her

fight for the rights
and dignity of
EU nationals

living in Lochaber
after being elected as
councillor for the Fort

William and Ardnamurchan

ward.
Ms Fanet was one of seven
candidates who contested

the Ward 21 vacancy. The
by-election count was held in
Lochaber High School.

Speaking after the results
were announced, Ms Fanet
said: T am very honoured
to have been elected by the
people of the ward of Fort
William and Ardnamurchan.
Our message which focused
on electing a councillor who
will engage with people, listen
and respond to what matters to
them in every community has
been heard.

‘On a personal note, [ am de-
lighted the people of Lochaber
have elected a new councillor
who came to the Highlands

three decades ago as an
EU student and was
able to stay thanks
to free movement.
T want all EU
nationals  living
in Lochaber to
know that with my
party, I will continue
to fight for their rights
and dignity, so they know that
Lochaber is their home, that
we want them to stay and feel
welcome to vote.

Ms Fanet also pledged to
continue to travel around the
ward and ‘hear residents’.

She added: T want to thank
my campaign team for their
outstanding support, as well
as the staff and volunteers who
worked hard.

‘In addition to being elected
on Friday, my highlight was
to see students involved in the
counting procedure.

‘Thank you Lochaber High
School for giving those
young people such a valuable
opportunity.

The by-election results are
at www.highland.gov.uk/
byelection.

Lochaber Greens
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"Kate

delighted with third place

by Mark Entwistle

mentwistle@lochabertimes.co.uk

The local branch of the
Scottish Green Party says it is
very happy with its candidate’s
third place in last week’s Ward
21 by-election.

The voter turn-out was 25 per
cent and Greens candidate Dr
Kate Willis’ share of the vote
was 14.3 per cent.

Highlands and  Islands
Greens welcomed the share
of the vote for Dr Willis, a
marine ecologist and cam-
paigner, who came third in the
ballot for the Fort William and
Ardnamurchan seat left vacant
by the death of Conservative
Tan Ramon in the autumn.

Dr Willis collected 328 votes
in what was the first time a
Scottish Green candidate had
stood in council elections in
Lochaber.

Dr Willis told the Lochaber

polls for council elections.

Times that she intends to
stand for election again when
the nationwide Scottish local
authority elections are held in
May.

‘We are at a time of crisis
on so many fronts and I'm

delighted that so many people

a\bs. 2 AV 3
voted for me. I am hoping they
will do the same when I stand
in May when four councillors
will be elected.

‘“The result shows that more
and more people are concerned
about the environment and
want to see strong action to

tackle the climate and nature
crisis and to make Scotland a
fairer place to live.

If so many people voted
for a Green vision after just
one month of campaigning,
imagine how many will vote
Green after five months. I'm
ready to work harder and, with
this people-power, get elected
in May’

Dr Willis is well known
from the work she is doing
to deliver HIBIKE, the Fort
William ebike share scheme as
part of her work for Lochaber
Environmental Group.

She was also a wildlife tour
guide and has been campaign-
ing for many years for action
at every level to address the
climate and ecological crisis,
particularly by active travel,

rewilding and local food
production.
She has lived in the

Highlands for nearly 20 years.

Let’s stop the spike.

NHSinform.scot/testing
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VIEW FROM THE CHAMBER

As a Chamber, we have
always urged members and
communities to support local
businesses who count on local
patronage in order to stay
afloat; every transaction is
precious, and our purchasing
power makes a real difference.

So, when deciding where to
spend your hard-earned cash
on tonight’s dinner or when
picking out a Christmas gift
for a friend, we encourage
everyone to consider the
benefits of choosing local, in-
dependently owned businesses
within our community.

I think we all agree that
there are far-reaching
advantages to deciding to
‘shop local’.

By supporting local
businesses, you are in turn
supporting your local econo-
my; significantly more money
stays in a community when
purchases are made at locally
owned - rather than national-
ly owned - businesses.

Buying local isn’t just about
what you do at the shops, it
also applies to those bigger
business decisions. As well
as buying local food, local
produce and products from
local shops, it’s also important

WO Lochaber
QW Chamber of
Commerce

for businesses to give local
service providers an opportu-
nity when they are investing
in their business.

There is a wealth of skills
across all sectors right
here in Lochaber. Using
local architects, contractors,
suppliers, service engineers
and more, all helps to
support and sustain our local
employment market and our
wider community.

We've got a diverse,
supportive business commu-
nity here in Lochaber and part
of what makes it strong and
can make it even stronger is
if we all consider our fellow
businesses, both big and
small, when making those
investment decisions.

Let’s support each other to
make investment in Lochaber
benefit as many businesses as
possible.

Whether big or small,
individual or big business, it’s
time to say: “Thank you for
buying local”!

Fort locals urged to report
damage after toilets trashed

A significant rise in malicious
damage at public toilets across
The Highland Council area,
which includes damage in Fort
William, has prompted the
local authority to urge people
to report vandals to police,
writes Mark Entwistle.

Over the past two months
there has been a significant
rise in the amount of vandal-
ism, particularly fire-raising,
at numerous public toilets,
including at Viewforth Car
Park, in Fort William.

The council says such facili-
ties offer a vital service to many
people (delivery drivers, key
workers in the NHS and care
services, and council staff) and
having to close them to deal
with vandalism impacts on
many people including locals
and visitors to the region.

The council said it has been
working hard to maintain
and keep open as many public
conveniences as possible and
to retain or expand facilities in

Viewforth toilets.

Photograph: lain Ferguson, |
alba.photos

partnership with communities
where possible.

Debbie Sutton, Highland
Council’s amenity services
manager, said: ‘We ask people
to be respectful of the facilities
and report any concerns over
misuse. Some facilities are
locally-run by the community
so the vandals are simply dam-
aging the efforts of their own
families, friends and neigh-

bours. Graffiti and fire-raising,
while not only criminal, is a
total waste of taxpayers’ mon-
ey and diverts resources from
council works and services. It’s
vital that our public toilets are
safeguarded and no more are
lost before the 2022 tourism
season begins.

‘We urge anyone with infor-
mation to contact police on
101 or to phone Crimestoppers

on 0800 555 111.

Police Superintendent
Maggie  Pettigrew added:
‘We are acutely aware of the
disruptive impact antisocial
behaviour and associated
issues such as vandalism has
on a community. We would
urge anyone with information
about vandalism or fire-raising
to contact us by calling 101.

Area Commander Derek
Wilson is the Scottish Fire
and Rescue Service’s local
senior officer for Highland. He
said: ‘Deliberate fires have the
potential to cause injury and
even death or cause devastat-
ing damage. We ask parents,
guardians, and carers to help
by making sure that children
and young people are aware of
the risks and consequences of
deliberate fire setting.

‘We welcome the ongoing
support of our local communi-
ties and by following all of our
safety guidance, everyone can
help to reduce the risk of fire.

Cairngorm
A Group

tougher.warmer.smarter

Don't know
where to start?

With quality tradesmen
and extensive services, our
team are ready to take your
project all the way

Visit our “one-stop-shop” website for a new
kitchen and conservatory today

Buy Now,
Pay Later

LIMITETHD

WWW. ARAYFISH.COM

SPEND £1=

ard
EA/\kN 1 POINT

ISAVE 100 POINTS'= £1BAC

™~ /

BLOCAL FOOD SHOPPING MADE EASY!

THERE’S NO BETTER TIME TO SIGN IN OR SIGN UP TO TURN
YOUR ARAY FISH LOYALTY INTO AWESOME REWARDS &
GET YOUR MONEY BACK THIS CHRISTMAS!

in 20231

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk
Inverness | Elgin | Thurso f ¥

Credit is subject to application and status. Terms and conditions apply.

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. [Cairngorm Conservatories/Kitchens/Windows*] is a trading style of Inverness
Glass Company Limited, Longman Drive, Inverness, V1 1SU (FRN 916751) who act a credit broker offering credit only from

Hitachi Capital (UK) PLC
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The Sgillean nan Coille woodland shelter has been well used in the years since it first
opened.

Forestry agency
working with
community to
save wood school

by Mark Entwistle

mentwistle@lochabertimes.co.uk

Forestry Land Scotland says it
is working with a community
group in the hope that the
latter can take over ownership
of Sgillean nan Coille, the
popular wood school at Salen,
close to the shores of Loch
Sunart.

The Lochaber Times
recently reported on the
disappointment expressed at
a recent meeting of Ardgour
Community Council that
the Sgillean nan Coille wood
school  structures seemed
destined for demolition.

It was earlier this year, that
Forestry and Land Scotland
(FLS) informed Acharacle
Community Company (ACC)
- which had managed the site
for a considerable number of
years but had since withdrawn
from the lease - that, in the
longer term, it was unlikely
FLS would be able to commit
to the continued and sole
maintenance of the remaining
structures.

FLS said in such circum-
stances it would therefore,
regrettably, be looking to
decommission the project

and dismantle the buildings
early next year unless it could
identify a group interested in
taking on the management of
the buildings.

However, responding to crit-
icism of FLS which was aired
at the meeting, the forestry
agency has told the Lochaber
Times its local staff are very

‘A local community
group is looking into
ways that it could
take ownership of the
structure...

much invested in the commu-
nity and that their hard work
has been greatly appreciated
by local residents and visitors
alike.

FLS Regional Visitor Services
Manager Robbie Layden said
it had been disappointing to
read the recent article in the
Lochaber Times.

He told us: ‘Local staff are
actively working with the
local community on this issue
and have conveyed the results
of civil engineering surveys
indicating that the 15-year-old

structure is deteriorating and
coming to the end of its life.

‘This structure was origi-
nally secured via the Sunart
Oakwoods initiative alongside
a wider benefit of around
£4 million pounds worth of
investment in the area — the
project made no provision for
the long-term maintenance of
legacy infrastructure.

‘A local community group,
which is aware that remedial
work will need to be done, is
looking into ways that it could
take ownership of the struc-
ture and we are doing what we
reasonably can to work with
them to achieve that goal.

Mr Layden went on to say
that FLS has to focus its lim-
ited resources on maintaining
the day-to-day infrastructure
that communities and visitors
to local rural landscapes use
every day, such as the hide and
trails at Garbh Eilean, and the
trails and land around Sgillean
nan Coille.

“These sites are freely avail-
able to the public and, with
permission, can be used for
other activities such as outdoor
courses or events that support
the wider tourist economy in
Lochaber,” he explained.

MUTHU
FORT WILLIAM

HOTEL
ook
FORT WILLIAM, SCOTLAND

TEL: 01397 702614

Clmidhnne Jare

1st — 23rd December

Sltlere
Red Lentil Broth
Prawn Cocktail

Duo of Melon

4
]
Traditional Roast Turkey
Fillet of Salmon
Roast Vegetables and Goats Cheese Tart

Dossorte

Traditional Christmas Pudding
Salted Caramel Chocolate Torte
Sticky Toffee Pudding

Coffee and Mince Pies

2 courses including Coffee and Mince Pies - £20.00
3 courses including Coffee and Mince Pies - £25.00

The Clwidhnne Seacon...

We are open for Christmas Fayre Lunch
1st December -23rd December 2021

2 Course Meal - £20 Per Person

3 Course Meal - £25 Per Person

Christmas Fayre Dinner

1st December -23rd December 2021
2 Course Meal - £25 Per Person

3 Course Meal - £30 Per Person

Christmas Day Lunch 25th Dec 2021
£55 Per person

Christmas Party Nights
3rd, 4th, 11th, 17th, 18th December

All prices are inclusive of VAT
Deposit £10 per person is required at the time of booking

We are trying our best to keep our hotels open all year round and ensuring safety for our guests
and staff. However, during current unprecedented times, in case there is a local lockdown during
the festive period or due to poor business sentiments, the hotel may temporarily shut with 07 days
advance notice.

In such scenario, bookings made can be cancelled without incurring cancellation fee. Guest has
choice to rebook room by paying differential amount prevailing at the time of hotel reopening if
stay is past offer validity date or has a choice of refund.

*Terms & Conditions apply
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Fort GP takes lead in Lyme
disease training for medics

by Mark Entwistle

mentwistle@lochabertimes.co.uk

A Fort William-based GP is
the lead clinician in a collabo-
ration between NHS Highland
and pharmaceutical giant,
Pfizer Inc to make the diagno-
sis of Lyme disease easier and
improve consistency in the
way the disease is managed.

The ‘Lyme Disease General
Practice Sentinel Scheme’,
which is being funded by
Pfizer, is a pilot project which
will deliver a Lyme-specific
training package to 15 GP
practices across Highland
which have agreed to support
the initiative.

These practices will be
provided with a digital tool,
specially developed by local
informatics experts, Albasoft
Ltd, that will help guide clini-
cians through a consultation

when Lyme disease is suspect-
ed or has been confirmed via a
blood test.

Dr Jim Douglas,

a GP

with NHS Highland at Fort
William Health Centre, and
the Sentinel Scheme Project
lead clinician, explained that

Dr Jim Douglas, a GP at Fort
William Health Centre, is
the Sentinel Scheme lead
clinician. Photograph: lain Ferguson,
alba.photos

Lyme disease can develop if
someone is bitten by a tick
infected with the Lyme-
causing bacteria, below.

Lyme disease can develop if
someone is bitten by a tick in-
fected with the Lyme-causing
bacteria. While it can be

difficult to diagnose, it can be
easily cured with antibiotics if
diagnosed early.

But he warned: ‘However,
patients with Lyme disease
often visit their GP with a
rash that can vary widely in
its presentation, or with a
range of vague and seemingly
unrelated symptoms. Patients
also often have no recall of a
tick bite.

‘Although we know Lyme
disease is relatively common
in Scotland, information on
exactly how many patients
are getting early stage Lyme
each year is unclear. It is our
expectation that this project
will give the most accurate
estimate to date of the number
of new cases of early Lyme
disease in our region.

It is also hoped the project
may lead to better under-
standing of the epidemiology

of Lyme disease by giving
information on groups of
people who are at increased
risk of acquiring it and would
benefit from Lyme prevention
education. A training package
and digital tool will also be
evaluated to see if it can help
doctors diagnose Lyme disease
earlier.

Dr Douglas added: ‘Tt is
important that we have a clear
understanding of the scale of
the problem and that we can
identify risk factors associated
with Lyme disease.

“This will help direct public
education in the prevention
of Lyme disease and aid early
diagnosis so that people can
enjoy and gain health benefits
from outdoor activity while
minimising the risk of Lyme.

It is hoped the project will be
rolled out across Scotland and
parts of England in 2022.

Returners programme enables

Advertorial

aquaculture expert to spawn new career

After taking a break from work to
start a family, Bridie Grant, an expert
in aquaculture reproduction and
genetics, has been inspired through
the Women Returners Programme
to embark on a new career with the
Sustainable Aquaculture Innovation
Centre (SAIC).

Thanks to the confidence-building
and skills development work of the
inaugural coaching programme,
which was delivered earlier this year,
Bridie said her career had received a
much-needed reboot after she found
herself struggling to pick up where
she had left off.

Bridie said: “My interest in biology
and fish started at a young age so it
was a natural career choice. I studied
aquaculture at the University of
Stirling, then returned to the USA
and worked in a number of research
and breeding-focused roles, before
completing a PhD in aquaculture
reproduction and genetics and going
on to work at Mowi.

“My plans changed significantly
when my husband and I decided to
start a family and I was extremely
fortunate to be able to put work on
hold to be a stay-at-home parent. At
the start of this year, I decided the
time was right to head back to work
but, like many, I found it challenging
to kickstart my career again.

“I then came across the returners
programme which seemed like it had
been designed just for me - or at least
for people in the same situation. The

Bridie Grant

course was a fantastic opportunity to
get back into the swing of things and
connect with like-minded people and
those currently working in the sector.
It was a welcome reminder that my
skills and knowledge remain relevant
and that I am still very much part of
aquaculture.

“After completing the programme, I
had a newfound sense of enthusiasm
for the sector and the confidence to
take the next steps towards finding
a new role. As a result, I've recently
secured a position with SAIC and will
be starting as an aquaculture inno-
vation officer in early 2022. I'm also
hopeful that in the near future I can
support women in a similar position

to return to work, and it’s great to see
that the returners programme will be
running once again in January.”

The Women Returners Programme,
run by SAIC in partnership with
the Women in Scottish Aquaculture
(WiSA) network, is now open to ap-
plications for the next intake starting
on 17 January.

FOCUSING ON CONFIDENCE-BUILDING
AND PERSONAL BRANDING

Up to 40 free places are on offer to
support women to get back into the
workplace, whatever their reason for
taking a career break, with the course
focusing on confidence-building and
personal branding with additional
one-to-one support available to meet
any specific needs.

Eight weeks of sessions will be led by
delivery partner Skillfluence, aiming
to highlight the range of exciting ca-
reer options that aquaculture can of-
fer. SAIC emphasised that the course
isn’t just for those who have worked
in the sector before, and there will be
workshops offering a comprehensive
overview of aquaculture in Scotland,
from shellfish and seaweed farming
to salmon and the wider supply chain.

The Women Returners Programme
is funded by the Scottish Government
and  administered by  Skills
Development Scotland.

For more information and to
book a place on the programme,
visit: https://wisa.sustainablea-
quaculture.com/opportunities/
women-returners-programme/

SAIC

Are you ready to get back to work?
The Women Returners Programme can help

New year, new start:
apply now for support
to rekindle your career!

Free service to help women aged 25+ return to the labour market
after a career break of six months or more

Reboot and restart your career — gain additional upskilling

and training to get back to work

Boost self-confidence to re-enter the workplace
One-to-one tailored support to meet specific needs

Help to gain financial independence

For more information and for an application form

Scottish Government

https://wisa.scottishaquaculture.com/opportunities/women-returners-programme/
The Women Returners Programme is funded by the Scottish Government and administered by Skills Development Scotland.

Riaghaltas na h-Alba
gov.scot
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Fort barbers ‘blown away’
by award nomination

A Fort William barber shop
has been nominated for a pres-
tigious national award for the
third time in its short history,
writes Fiona Scott.

Co-founded by friends
Sharon Sweeney and Terri
Nicolson in March 2017, the
outfit scooped the honour in
2018 and were nominated again
in 2019.

Terri won Best Men’s Stylist at
the event, also in 2019.

Having started out as a duo,
the Stag and Buck team have
grown over the years. Joined
firstly by Nina and then by
Cerys, Stag and Buck’s very
first apprentice who became
the first barber in Fort William
to gain her SVQ2 in over 20
years.

The outfit has hosted training
events with The Great British
Barber Bash alongside Hard
Grind and Leah Hayden

Cassidy for other barbers and
hairdressers locally and further
afield to attend.

As well as working hard for
the business, the Star and Buck
team are very active within the

community and have spon-
sored the local jujitsu team,
boxing, rugby and football
clubs.

On hearing that her business
had been nominated again

Terri Nicolson, foreground,
and Sharon Sweeney took
the Stag and Buck up Ben
Nevis earlier this year.

Sharon said: ‘We are blown
away. It’s been a hard few years
with the pandemic and like
every business we have had to
change and adapt to different
times.

Stag and Buck have also
supported - and support - a
number of charities in the
area such as Lochaber Autism
Group, Love in a box Lochaber,
Men’s Shed and local schools.

The team are also ambassa-
dors of both Barbers Autism
Assemble - offering a one-to-
one appointment after hours to

people who struggle within a
busy shop - and also for men’s
mental health through The
Lions Barber Collective.

This year they hosted
Barbersride 2021 to raise
funds for The Make-a-wish
Foundation in collaboration
with Ruezel. Prior to the event
Sharon and Terri decided to
take their shop to the top of Ben
Nevis and cut hair. They raised
more than £1,600 for Make-a-
Wish but also raised awareness
as their story was picked up by
national newspapers.

‘We feel we are not just a
barber shop, we are part of a
community, our clients have
become friends and our staff
are family, said Sharon.

‘Were really excited to
have been nominated for this
national award again and can’t
thank our customers enough
for the support they have given

us both in the business and our
charity efforts.’

Hosted by Creative Oceanic,
the Scottish Hair and Beauty
Awards has become the leading
celebration of hair and beauty
professionals ~ operating in
Scotland.

‘Our aim is to highlight the
strong presence and profita-
bility of the country’s hair and
beauty industry and recognise
the professionals whose talent,
ethos and excellence have put
them forward to receive the
recognition they deserve, said
the Awards campaign manager.

Winners will be announced
on Sunday December 19.

YOURSTORY

sharewith useditor@lochabertimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

Popular Glenfinnan river boardwalk ‘deteriorated faster than expected’

Repair works to the currently
closed Dragonfly Trail board-
walk and bridge overlooking
the Callop River and Loch
Shiel at Glenfinnan are going
to take some time, writes Mark
Entwistle.

That wooden walkway and
bridge have been closed to the
public since July. In October,
Glenfinnan Community
Council discussed a report from
Forestry and Land Scotland
design engineer Graeme White.

The Callop footbridge is near
the Glenfinnan monument
giving access over the Callop
River to the east side of Loch
Shiel and beyond. The bridge
consists of two spans, with a
short ramp on the north side
and a much longer ramp to
the south which continues as
a timber boardwalk for 250m.
This infrastructure was built
around 2006.

Mr White’s report outlined
problems with the structures

which had been considered se-
rious enough to warrant imme-
diate closure of the bridge.

The main defects were found
in the south ramp, including rot
in the timber elements, missing
cross-bearers and insufficient
fixings between the cross-bear-
ers and the posts.

On the bridge proper, the
handrails have rotted in small
areas and these need replaced.

Mr White stated in his report
that each of these defects in

their own right would be serious
enough for the bridge to have
been closed, as all represented
a risk of a sudden failure of a
joint, post or decking leading to
potentially a serious injury.

Mr White has recommended
the affected ramp should be
rebuilt, with much of the
boardwalk on the approach to
the bridge removed. He adds
that, since both ramps, the
bridge and the first section of
boardwalk sit within the Loch

Shiel flood plain, it would be
a benefit to remove structures
from inside this zone.

Mr White has proposed
rerouting the ramp onto the
edge of the rocky bluff next to
the bridge. It can then continue
as a whin dust path outside
the flood plain for 40m before
descending back onto the line
of the boardwalk for 25m.

Asked for an update, an FLS
spokesperson told us this week:
‘Unfortunately, the structure

deteriorated faster than we
expected so we did not have any
plans - or available budget - for
its replacement.

‘We intend to carry out
planning, design, and costing
work early in the New Year and
we will have to discuss with
NatureScot plans for work in
this designated area, and also
submit for planning.

‘It’s likely to take some time to
resolve but we hope to do so as
soon as possible.

SGOTTISH
FIELD

January

So that was 20 ;7

New Year...

Stephen Jardine’s Credo...
The Hebridean Baker recipes... Quiz of the Year...
Stunning aerial photogrphay... Seafront interiors...
Artist Mouse Macpherson... .
Rule, Britannia! writer... Book reviews...

A Perth garden...

TASTE CHRISTMAS

BUY ONE 70CL BOTTLE AND RECEIVE 30%
OFF THE SECOND 70CL. FREE UK DELIVERY.

”13“;’5_“ MISTY ISLE

MISTYiSLE
ﬂmﬂ) CHRASTARS G

SHOP ONLINE
www.isleofskyedistillers.com

ms'rnsu MISTY ISLE ~
.. PINKGIN

All the latest releases, olil &
rare Whisky, large range of
Scottish gin, Festive wine
offers and more, Worldwide
shipping available

19 Stafford Street

Oban
01631 570586
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Unique collection of weather data
from Ardnamurchan is ‘invaluable’

by Nic Goddard

editor@lochabertimes.co.uk

The subject of climate change
is high on the agenda for
governments across the world,
just weeks after COP26 and
the weather has long been
a topic of conversation for
all of us, with comments on
what’s happening today and
what’s forecast for tomorrow
often discussed, writes Nic
Goddard.

The difference between idle
chit chat and real knowledge
and understanding, though,
comes from scientists record-
ing and studying weather over
a long period of time.

Strontian-based  Professor
Eric McVicar, who lectures
international audiences on
the effects of climate change
on the people and ecology
of the Arctic, was recently

Professor Eric McVicar, right,
with John Sidebottom,
whose unique weather
recordings offer important
insight for scientists.

gifted a unique database of
weather recordings from the
Ardnamurchan peninsula
going back more than 30 years.

The recordings are the work
of retired woodsman, John
Sidebottom, who lives in Salen,
near Acharacle.

Mr Sidebottom has taken
daily readings of rainfall and
temperature as well as noting
wind direction and other
weather features since the
1980s.

What makes these unique
records so invaluable for
scientific purposes is that all of
the measurements were taken
with the same thermometer

and rain gauge, giving a con-
stant degree of accuracy only
achieved by using the same
instruments.

These meticulously
maintained  meteorological
measurements were previously
simply for Mr Sidebottom’s
own records but a period of
recent ill health prompted him
to consider what would be-
come of his treasured archives
and he contacted his long-time
friend, Professor McVicar, to
give them to him.

Professor ~ McVicar  ex-
plained: ‘T have known John
since the 1990s but was totally
unaware of these beautifully
hand-written records.

‘Data like this is invaluable
to scientists and for this
reason I have contacted col-
leagues at the University of the
Highlands and Islands who
are now seeking funding for

a PhD student to analyse the
data. Hopefully, we will soon
be able to use John’s work to
graphically chart the changes
in both temperature and
rainfall to illustrate the cli-
matic changes since the 1980s
here on the Ardnamurchan
Peninsula.’

He added: ‘One cannot over
emphasise the importance of
such data. John Sidebottom is
what can only be described as
a ‘true citizen scientist’ and an
inspiration to us all.”

CONTACTUS

EMAIL US AT

editor@obantimes.co.uk

TELEPHONE
01397 703003

We really value our clients too.

Experience a different level of service from Peter Murphy Estate Agents:
@ We accompany all viewings

@ Professional negotiating on your behalf

@ Professional photography, virtual tours and 3D floorplans

@ Available 9am to 9pm daily — we work around you.

@ Welcoming office at Lochybridge (kettle’s always on!)

@ Extensive online marketing

@ We help with your home report, conveyancing and mortgage as required

@ Locally owned and run - we know the area inside out

@ No sale, no feel

Please get in touch...

Tel: 01397 708555 Mob: 07971 441180
sales@petermurphyestateagents.com
www.petermurphyestateagents.com

Unit 1A, Sheraton Retail Park, Lochbridge, Fort William, PH33 7NU
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY.

FOR TABLE RESERVATION, PLEASE CALL:
01397 700450 or 07983 523844

FOR A’LA CARTE MENU, PLEASE VISIT OUR
WEBSITE WWW.TIGERONTHEWALL.COM,

FOR LATEST UPDATES AND OFFERS,
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY.
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Confusion reigns
over school buses

by Fiona Scott

fscott@lochabertimes.couk

A report on school bus travel
had Highland councillors
scratching their heads at last
week’s economy and infra-
structure committee.

Opposition councillors
asked why Highland Council
is looking at service cuts just
as the Scottish Government
is funding free bus travel for
under-22s.

The council brought in
external consultants to look
at its school bus service. Their
report included a number of
ideas for improvement as well
as cost-cutting measures.

Some of the headline pro-
posals include paying parents
to take their own children
to school, offering cycling
as alternative transport and
training inhouse and commu-
nity bus drivers.

However, money saving
was also a strong theme
throughout.

The school buses report

suggested a review of dual
catchment areas for Highland
schools. It also flagged up
the high cost of school bus

‘If people under 22 can
travel for free from
February 1, 2022...

it'’s potentially a

very useful source of
savings’

transport for children with
additional support needs. The
consultants suggest a review
of service for these children,
as well as proposing enhanced
vehicle testing and driver
training.

Officers stressed that any
review of catchment areas or
services for children with ad-
ditional support needs would
go through the education
service. This report specifically
deals with the procurement
and running of bus services
rather than policy.

Adding to the confusion, a
separate paper to the com-
mittee outlined the Scottish
Government plan to fund free
bus travel for under-22s.

Councillor Derek Louden
said: ‘If people under 22 can
travel for free from February
1, 2022, and the Scottish
Government will pay for that,
it’s potentially a very useful
source of savings.’

He questioned then why
service cuts are on the table,
arguing it should make the
case for service improvement.

However, transport officers
were cautious. Transport

planner David  Summers
said COSLA is in talks with
Scottish Government but the
council is ‘not yet sure’ if the
scheme will be fully funded.

Mr Summers added that: ‘A
concessionary scheme does
not deliver more buses’.

For example, pensioners in
Edinburgh can catch a free
bus every few minutes, while
pensioners in Durness could
wait all day.

This prompted Councillor
Ken Gowans to ask: ‘Are we
prepared for this? There’s free
bus travel but not enough
buses or enough bus drivers.’

Members agreed to the
request that more information
should come forward to the
next committee meeting.

HAVEYOURSAY

email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk

Knoydart climate group
is ready for action...

Knoydart Climate
Conversations Working
Group has been selected as
one of seven Scottish com-
munities to participate in the
Community Climate Action
Programme  delivered by
environmental charity Keep
Scotland Beautiful.

The new programme will
support seven communi-
ties from the Highlands to the
Scottish Borders to produce
tailored community climate
action plans.

Keep Scotland Beautiful will
support Knoydart Climate
Conversations Working Group
to begin its actions, signpost
them to sources of further
advice and funding relevant
to their plan and help them
establish how they will eval-
uate impact, over the coming
months.

Lachie Robinson
from  Knoydart  Climate
Conversations Working Group
explained: ‘Were so excited
about being selected to work
with Keep Scotland Beautiful
over the coming months to
develop our own bespoke plan

to help tackle climate change
in our community.

‘Were looking forward to
our first engagement work-
shop and will be reaching out
to encourage everyone to get
involved. Thank you so much
to Keep Scotland Beautiful for
this fantastic opportunity to
further realise our aspirations
for positive climate and eco-
logical action on Knoydart.

‘We are so excited to see
where this project will lead
us and are looking forward to
putting in our all as a commu-
nity. Bring it on!’

Net Zero Secretary Michael
Matheson said COP26 coming
to Scotland was a unique
opportunity to advance the
society-wide transformation
demanded by the climate crisis
and that he was determined to
make sure it leaves a lasting
legacy.

Over the next few months,
through a range of work-
shops, Knoydart Climate
Conversations Working Group
will be supported to re-im-
agine its community with a
low carbon future in mind.

| R FA WY
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Lifeboats

EVERY STEP, EVERY DONATION,
HELPS US SAVE EVERY ONE WE CAN

CHOOSE YOUR OWN DISTANCE AND ROUTE
AND COMPLETE ANYTIME IN DECEMBER

Sign up today at RNLI.org/ReindeerRunScotland

#ReindeerRun

The RNLI is the charity that saves lives at sea

The Royal National Lifeboat Institution, a charity registered in England and Wales (209603), Scotland (SC037736), the Republic
of Ireland (CHY 2678 and 20003326), the Bailiwick of Jersey (14), the Isle of Man (1308 and 006329F), the Bailiwick of Guernsey

and Alderney, of West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset, BH15 THZ

Registered with
FUNDRAISING
@ REGULATOR

3 & 4 BEDROOM

all amenities

OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE

KILMELFORD - A desirable and quiet location
that is just south of Oban on the A816

GLASSARY WOOD - An eco-hamlet that stands
in an attractive woodland area of Mid Argyll

FERNOCH - A desirable and quiet residential
development in Lochgilphead, close to

NEW BUILD DEVELOPMENTS

e LOCAL & TRUSTED TIMBER KIT SPECIALISTS
e BESPOKE DESIGN USING SUSTAINABLE RESOURCES
 FROM LAND TO COMPLETION ALL UNDER ONE ROOF

MACLEOD

CONSTRUCTION LIMITED

GET IN TOUCH TODAY

uk




Lochaber Times
Thursday 9 December 2021

NEWS 13

Movie magic as Guides take
over the Highland Cinema

by Fiona Scott

fscott@lochabertimes.couk

It was curtains up for a group
of young ladies last Saturday as
they launched their very own
takeover of Highland Cinema.
More than 60 Rainbows,
Brownies and Guides from
across the area came together
for a special private showing of
Disney’s Encanto film.
Brownies from Acharacle,
Fort Augustus and Fort
William, and  Rainbows,
Brownies and Guides from
Kilmallie Church in Caol all
enjoyed the special treat.
‘Across the country girls are
getting special viewings at
Odeon Cinemas and we didn’t
want our girls to miss out just
because there is no Odeon near
us, explained guiding volun-
teer Faith Kernaghan.
‘Our district commissioner
Laura Macadam-Slater

More than 60 Rainbows, Brownies and Guides enjoyed a private showing of Encanto at Highland Cinema last Saturday; and right, Louise Giles, divisional
commissioner, left, presents long-service awards to leaders Debbie Macadam-Slater, left, and Laura Macadam-Slater, right, from Kilmallie Brownies and
Marie-Luise MacDonald from Acharacle Brownies. Photograph: lain Ferguson, alba.photos.

organised our viewing at
the Highland Cinema and
obtained some funding to help
with the cost from Lochaber
Community Fundraising
which helped enormously.

“The girls thoroughly enjoyed
the film and it was so lovely
to be able to get together as a
group after so long.’

To make the occasion even
more special, three local

Guiders were presented with
their five-year service awards
on the day. Laura Macadam-
Slater and Debbie MacAdam-
Slater from Kilmallie Brownies
and Marie-Luise MacDonald

from Acharacle Brownies.
‘It’s been a hard couple of years
keeping units going when we
were unable to meet, but it was
great to see so many girls there
on Saturday,” added Faith.

Anyone interested in joining
as a volunteer or as a Rainbow,
Brownie or Guide should visit
the Become a Volunteer section
at  www.girlguidingscotland.
org.uk

WE’VE BUILT OUR REPUTATION
ON BUILDING

BEAUTIFUL HOMES

quick time.

We also fit kitchens, bathrooms, windows, doors,
glass replacements, decking, fascias, soffits and
much more. If you need it, we can do it in super

Our team of local, highly qualified joiners are ready
to work with you on any project, large or small

15 years of serving Lochaber -
trust us to get the job done!

Call us or call in today:

Langan & Smith
Building Contractors
Unit 21, Ben Nevis Way
Fort William, PH33 6PR

Tel: 01397 705599

LANGAN & SMI TH

BUILDING CONTRACTORS

Available 24hrs

Email:
langansmith@btconnect.com

THE BATHROOM EXPERTS

=

CITY
PLUMBING

7e Glengallan Road, Oban




Lochaber Times
Thursday 9 December 2021

NEWS 15

Council’s Carron calls it a da);
after 35 years’ public service

by Mark Entwistle

mentwistle@lochabertimes.co.uk

A senior Highland Council
executive with a special remit
for Lochaber is calling it a day
after 35 years’ public service
and two decades as a senior
council official.

Carron McDiarmid, execu-
tive chief officer communities
and place, was previously the
council’s head of policy for
many years and led the first
phase of council redesign.

Ms McDiarmid said it had
been a privilege to work with

Carron McDiarmid, pictured,
is to leave Highland Council.
Photograph: lan Arthur Commercial

Photography.

so many committed and tal-
ented staff and members over
the years at the council.

‘Establishing and leading
the new Communities and
Place Service since 2019
alongside a great team has
been especially fulfilling,’ she
added.

“Their response over the past
20 months has been outstand-
ing; adjusting all our frontline
public services for waste, en-
vironmental health, amenity,
registrar, customer services
and bereavement services.

‘T've been fortunate to have

had a Lochaber focus too.
My Lochaber role has mainly
been connecting more with
council staff in Lochaber
through briefings - virtually
during Covid - and local
visits to Carr’s Corner depot;
chairing and resetting the
FW2040 Partnership Board
which, during my time, has
grown from five to eight part-
ner members and developed a
healthy programme of work
to coordinate investment for
Fort William, with next steps
to reinvigorate community
involvement; connecting with

the Small Isles and Knoydart
during visits in September,
to understand their ambition
and issues, with a focus for
me on community support
and environmental services;
and T'll be depute returning
officer for the by-election next
month.

‘All of these experiences
show there are many ways to
be active in community and
public life and I am keen to
explore new opportunities.

Chief executive Donna
Manson paid tribute, saying
Ms McDiarmid had been a

‘high performing’ chief officer
in the council’s executive
chief officer team.

‘She is a very experienced,
talented and able leader, with
a huge amount to offer in any
walk of life.

‘She will be very much
missed by her colleagues and I
know she will stay connected,’
Ms Manson added.

Ms McDiarmid leaves her
post early in the new year.
Applications have been invit-
ed internally for an interim
post pending permanent
recruitment to be arranged.

Local MSP welcomes Skye and
Lochaber youth parliamentarians

Highlands and Islands MSP
Jamie Halcro Johnston has
welcomed Skye, Lochaber and
Badenoch’s new members of
the Scottish Youth Parliament.

Aimee Ross MSYP and
Lochaber High School pupil
Rory Young MSYP were
elected last month to represent
Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch,
and Conservative MSP Mr
Halcro Johnston said he
looked forward to working
with them and had written to
them to invite them to meet
with him.

Mr Halcro Johnston said the
Scottish  Youth Parliament,
established at the same time
as the Scottish Parliament,
provided an opportunity for
its members to discuss matters
which are of particular impor-
tance to young people, includ-
ing issues around education
and training, and employment
opportunities.

‘Tt also has strong links with
the Scottish Parliament, and

the joint committee sessions
we’ve held with the Scottish
Youth Parliament’s Economy
Committee have been ex-
tremely useful,’ he added.
‘Given the challenges com-
munities across my region face
trying to ensure good local
opportunities are available to
stem the departure of signif-

{ Along with
Aimee Ross,
Rory Young,
pictured, will
§ represent
Skye
Lochaber and
Badenoch in
his new role
| as Member of
the Scottish
Youth
Parliament.

icant numbers of our young
people, that engagement is
vital.

T look forward to working
with Aimee and Rory over the
next few years on some of the
key issues of concern to them
and to the young people in
Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch
we all represent.’

Council seeks rise in coastal
communities admin funding

Highland Council says it
needs a three-fold increase in
administration funding for its
coastal communities fund.

The council is receiving a
bumper £3.2m payment from
the Scottish Government this
year but says the current three
per cent set aside for adminis-
tration is not enough.

Instead, members of the
economy and infrastructure
committee will tomorrow be
asked to consider a 10 per cent
administration fee.

The report says the scheme
has proved so popular that
it demands huge amounts of
officer time.

Last year, staff costs for ad-
ministering the fund topped
£207,000 against a budget of
£100,000, says the report.

The Coastal Communities
Fund is made up of rev-
enues from the Scottish
Government’s crown estate
marine assets. Council leader
Margaret Davidson describes

it as a ‘game changer’ for
remote and rural areas.

In 2020, the Highland
Coastal Communities Fund
received a two-year allocation
topping just over £3m.

However, this year’s distri-
bution formula also includes
an allowance based on assets.
This gives Highland a bigger
share, with £3.2m available in
2021-22.

The big question is: How will
that money be distributed?

Last year, the council ad-
ministration proposed that
every area should receive a
minimum payment, regardless
of their share of coastline. This
effectively reduced the fund-
ing available to rural coastal
communities.

Councillors in rural wards
strongly protested, voting as
a block to receive funds based
solely on coastline. Area com-
mittees took charge of their
own allocation, spending it
according to their local prior-

ities. The council did, however,
agree to keep a central pot for
the coastal fund that would
benefit the whole of Highland.

This strategic pot opened
in June for two weeks. In
that timeframe it received a
flood of applications, with
28 expressions of interest,
totalling £1.9m. Officers say
this proves the popularity of
the scheme and also the need
for more staff time to manage
the applications.

In addition to requesting
up to £300k for project man-
agement, the council paper
suggests retaining the strategic
pot. This will fund projects
that tackle climate change.

Councillors  will have a
difficult task in juggling
local needs against corporate
priorities such as the climate
emergency.

Members of the economy
committee will debate the
issue ahead of a report to full
council this week.

Guiding your business

towards a brighter future

Running a business or looking to
start one? Business Gateway can
help you plan, adapt and build.

Free 1:1 advice
Local support

Daily webinars

Online resources

Coaching

DIGITALBOOST

Get support now
bgateway.com

Z businessgateway
Argyll & Bute
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Lochabe

r benefits from return of the

great British holiday post lockdown

Lochaber has been voted
the 28th most popular UK
holiday destination by readers
of Which? magazine, writes
Savannah Cobb-Thomas.

And, unlike many UK stay-
cation destinations that lost
public interest after the 1960s
as the jet age began, it con-
tinues to attract visitors both
domestic - 78 per cent - and
from overseas - 22 per cent.

After the recent pandemic,
visit numbers have increased
further.

A VisitScotland spokesman
said: ‘Known as the Outdoor
Capital of the UK, Lochaber
and Fort William have been
a favourite for holidaymakers
this summer and after spend-
ing so much time at home,
demand is once again high for
destinations that offer physical
and mental wellbeing benefits.’

That title of ‘Outdoor Capital’
has proved highly appealing to

Lochaber offers the perfect outdoor escapist experience
with little travel involved.

many who have spent months
being stuck inside. Fort
William itself offers the perfect
outdoor escapist experience
with little travel involved.

After the lows of lockdown,
people’s attitudes are chang-
ing. A recent study shows
that people are looking to
take smaller, more spaced out

breaks throughout the year
rather than long vacations, as
shorter, more frequent breaks
have been shown to reduce
stress and be more beneficial
for mental health.

This means people will be
looking for shorter travel times
meaning staycation destina-
tions are set to trend within the
next couple of years. With the
coming uncertainty of Brexit,
domestic holidays have seen
a surge in popularity, with 58
per cent of those asked stating
concern about the UK’s exit
from Europe as their reason.

‘Scotland’s  rural destina-
tions, like Fort William, have
always been popular with UK
visitors and with the pandemic
changing attitudes towards
travel, making staycations the
focus for many, their popular-
ity has only increased during
this time, added the spokes-
person. A combination of the

recent pandemic and Brexit
has altered the attitude of up
to 80 per cent of UK adults to-
wards vacations, with eight per
cent stating they don’t believe
they will travel overseas again
and 20 per cent saying they are
less eager to travel.

There are varying reasons
for these decisions, such as
an increased respect for the
environment. Up to 15 per
cent believe overseas travel just
won’t be the same and 20 per
cent are worried about getting
ill abroad, despite flight com-
panies offering insurance and
refunds.

Thirty one per cent of the
British public find using their
own transport an attractive
reason to opt for a staycation
and after the pandemic many
say a staycation can allow them
to see family too.

Lochaber provides a huge
array of activities and ad-

venture and encapsulates a
variety of what people seek in
a staycation.

Post lockdown, people are re-
alising they have easy access to
amazing locations and all they
have to do is pack their car.

However,  people  have
highlighted some of the
recent unfortunate side-ef-

fects tourism has had with a
VisitScotland  spokesperson
adding: ‘“Tourism is a force for
good and if managed respon-
sibly, supports communities
in every corner of Scotland
and improves the wellbeing of
everyone who experiences it.’

Overall, more staycations
rather than vacations should
be more beneficial to the
environment but, as previ-
ously mentioned, responsible
tourism is necessary so these
locations and Lochaber can
be continued to be enjoyed by
everyone.

0 WORTH OF SHOPPIN

D

GOURTESY OF TESCO 0BAN

A L L

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Winner must be at Tesco , Lochside, Oban, PA34 4HP for 10.30am January 17th. Excludes tobacco, lottery, baby food, non-food
items and alcohol. Quantity limited to two per item. The winner will be given a hand held scanner to monitor spend to the value of
£200. We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition. Entry data will be
deleted/disposed immediately upon the competition entry deadline and in a manner appropriate to GDPR regulations. Entrant’s

details will not be used for any other activity’.

DIGITAL SUBSCRIBERS

Digital subscribers who have an active subscription covering the period from December 2021, to February 2022, can enter the
competition by sending their name, address and email address that they subscribe with to Oban Times Trolley Dash Competition,
Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban PA34 4HB by 10am Tuesday January 11. Only one entry per subscription permit-

ted. Entrant must be able to attend the trolley dash in Oban on the January 17, 2022.

T e

We all spend far too much
money over Christmas and
New Year, so how great would
it be able to fill your shopping
trolley COMPLETELY FREE
OF CHARGE in January?!
Courtesy of our friends at
Tesco in Oban, one lucky
reader will win the chance to
fill their trolley with up to £200
worth of goods (see T&C’s for
exclusions). All you have to do is
collect 4 tokens over four weeks
starting on 9th December, get
them to us by 10am Tuesday
11th January and you will be
entered into a prize draw to win
this fantastic trolley dash. What
are you waiting for, banish
those post-Christmas blues and
start collecting your tokens!

All 4 tokens must be sent in a
single envelope to Oban Times
Trolley Dash  Competition
Crannog Lane, Lochavullin
Industrial Estate Oban,PA34
4HB.

One token from each week
is required, multiple entries
are allowed, but must be sub-
mitted in separate envelopes.
Photocopied tokens will not
be accepted. Winners must
agree to take part in publicity,
Employees of Wyvex Media Ltd
and their immediate family are
not eligible to enter. The editor’s
decision is final.
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Island families to
benefit from child
payment increase

News that the Scottish
Government’s Scottish Child
Payment will be doubled
from April next year has been
welcomed by SNP MSP for Na
h-Eileanan an Iar, Alasdair
Allan.

The announcement, by First
Minister Nicola Sturgeon,
will see at least 385 eligible
families across the Western
Isles receiving £20 per week
per child from spring next
year, with more than 106,000
children across Scotland
immediately benefiting from
the increased payment.

Since the launch of the
payment in February, £94,110
has been issued in payments
to families throughout the
Western Isles.

It is now expected that more
than 400,000 children could
be eligible for the doubled
payment by the end 2022
when the benefit, which is
unique in the UK, will be
extended to children under
the age of 16.

Mr Allan said he was
delighted that eligible children
across the islands will have
their Scottish Child Payment
doubled in four months to
£20 per week - four times the
amount originally demanded
by campaigners.

“The Scottish Government’s
national mission to tackle
child poverty is absolute,
with almost £32 million
having been provided to
families across Scotland since
February, he added.

Skye and Raasay to benefi
from place-based funding

by Fiona Scott

fscott@lochabertimes.co.uk

Four projects in Skye and
Raasay will benefit from the
area’s place-based fund, set up
to mitigate the harm caused by
the Covid pandemic.

The Highland Council agreed
at the financial budget meet-
ing in March 2021 a £100,000
Place Based Investment Fund
allocation to each ward for the
2021/22 financial year.

At an area committee
meeting on August 30, 2021,
an allocation of £14,000 was
agreed to retain seasonal
amenities staff for an addi-
tional two months. Members
of the Skye and Raasay area
committee have now identified
four priority areas for spend
against the remaining £86,000
Place Based Investment Fund
for the ward.

Isle of Skye and Raasay
Area Committee chairman
Councillor John Gordon said:
“The proposed projects agreed
will benefit a wide range of
people living on Skye and
Raasay.

‘The community spirit has
been remarkable during the
Covid-19 pandemic and it is
vitally important to support
community-steered  projects

in every way possible’
Members agreed the proposed
allocation as follows:

I Old Man of Storr -
Investment in site manage-
ment and income generation
- £57,000

ll Skye and Lochalsh Council
for Voluntary Organisations
- Investment in Befriender
Scheme to help address social

isolation ~ and  loneliness
- £20,000

l Braes Village Hall - urgent
repairs to the village hall roof
- £2,000

B Community Resilience and
Support - Members indicated
a reserve should be retained
to support any Covid-related
response required, due to the

uncertainty of any impact over

The Old Man of Storr
will benefit from
investment in site
management and
income generation.

the winter. This would operate
within the existing terms of
the Ward Covid Resilience
grant fund and be managed by
the Ward Manager - £7,000.

YOURPHOTO

emailusateditor@lochabertimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003
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Islands’ future
takes step forward

Skye and Raasay Future
(SARF), a partnership plan
developed by the communi-
ties together with Highland
Council in conjunction
with Highlands & Islands
Enterprise (HIE), is taking
another step forward.

The shared vision holds a
list of projects requiring grant
funding to get off the ground.
The plan, published in early
September and adopted by
the Isle of Skye and Raasay
Committee, aims to maximise
the benefits gained from
investments to the area.

The council and HIE are
now calling on project leaders
to steer the next crucial stage
of the process - setting up
the board. Ward manager
for Skye and Raasay Willie
Mackinnon said: “The
collective effort could only
work with the communities’
representation.

‘We have emailed project
leaders asking for their input
by Friday December 10, with
their views fed back to the
project team.

Malcolm MacLeod, the
council’s executive chief
officer for infrastructure,
environment and economy,
said: “We know there will
be initiatives and funding
for economic recovery. The
idea behind SAREF is that the
community has one shared
plan which is a credible and
robust case for securing
future funding.’

For more information
visit www.highland.gov.uk/
skyeraasay.

These are difficult times, but help is at hand for householders
worried about the soaring price of energy.

This week, Argyll and Bute Citizens Advice Bureau launches
its Big Energy Winter Savings Campaign in partnership with
Home Energy Scotland to provide help and advice to anyone
worried about paying their energy bills.

The past few months have seen extraordinary changes in the en-
ergy market. A huge rise in energy costs has seen some suppliers
going out of business and switching suppliers is no longer the
way to get a better deal. Quite the opposite, with government
advice no longer including switching energy supplier.

Electricity and gas price hikes haven’t
filtered through to households who are

still on fixed price deals. And house-
holds using oil and solid fuels have
also seen their heating costs go up.

citizens
advice

scotland Contact your local bureau on 01546 605550 Visit www.abcab.org.uk

email info@abcab.org.uk

SO WHAT CAN PEOPLE DO?

Jen Broadhurst, Argyll and Bute Citizen’s Advice Bureau
manager said: ‘Everyone’s situation is different and the bureau
always offers free, confidential and impartial help and advice
tailored to individual circumstances.’

Adpvisers at the bureau can:

o check your entitlement to benefits and grants

« check what you're paying and make sure it’s the right tariff for you
o re-structure debt and check what’s affordable for you

« help you to understand pre-payment meters

« advise you what to do if your supplier goes out of business

« share energy savings advice for your home

Over the winter, the bureau and Home Energy Scotland will do
everything it can to help people stay warm.

Jen added: “We have lots of tips and hints on our bureau website
and Facebook page to help you save on bills. The little changes
all add up.

Follow Argyll and Bute Citizens Advice Bureau - Home - Facebook

Struggling with rising energy bills?

Argyll and Bute Citizens Advice Bureau can help

‘Don’t wait and worry about rising debts. Get in touch with
the bureau and let an adviser help you find out what help is
available’

Asked about energy suppliers going bust, Jen said: ‘If your
energy supplier goes out of business, don’t panic. The supply
of energy to your home is protected by Ofgem’s safety net
and the industry regulator will appoint a replacement sup-
plier for you.

‘But it’s a good idea to take a meter reading and take a photo-
graph of your meter showing the reading, if you can.

‘If you have a credit balance on your account this should be
protected.

‘If you have a pre-payment meter, the failed supplier should
help you to top up until the new supplier takes over. The new
supplier should then contact you and take action to ensure
you can continue to stay on supply.

‘If you're struggling to afford to top up, get in touch with
Argyll and Bute Citizen’s Advice Bureau.’
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UPPER ACHINTORE

Despite the rain and the low
temperature, a crowd of near-
ly 80 locals turned up to hear
the Lochaber Community
Wind Band and watch young
Maxi Maxwell perform the
switch-on ceremony for this
year’s festive Christmas Tree
lights in Upper Achintore.

Upper Achintore
Regeneration Group’s
‘Christmas Day in Upper
Achintore’ poetry competi-
tion was won by Maxi who is
a Primary 7 pupil at Lundavra
Primary School.

The winning poem was cho-
sen by local children’s author
Barry Hutchinson who had a
busy weekend reading all 76
entries and choosing a winner
and three runners-up.

All four won a gift courtesy
of Highland Council’s Tenant
Participation Officer Karin
McKay and Maxi also had
the honour of switching on
the lights. Kaela (P7), Nicolas
(P4) and Brooke (P4) were the
runners-up.

. fi ' ".’I-.-h-;
Mark Linfield, chairman of
UARG, said: “‘We had a great
response to our poetry com-
petition - many thanks to the
staffand teachers of Lundavra
Primary for their help.

‘We are also grateful to the
wind band for performing
in such extreme weather and
to Barry for reading all the
children’s poems.’

Barry sent the following
message which has been
passed on to the school.

‘Twas very happy to be asked
to judge the Upper Achintore

Christmas poem competition,
and settled myself down with
my Santa hat on, a mug of hot
chocolate, and an unhealthy
number of biscuits to read
them.

‘WhatIdidn’t expect was for
the decision to be so difficult.
The poems were all brilliant
and I felt a full 600 per cent
more Christmassy by the time
I'd finished reading them.

‘They used some fantastic
imagery that made me feel
everything from excited and
happy to shivering with the

Poetry competition winner
Maxi Maxwell had the
honour of switching on
the Christmas tree lights.

Photograph: lain Ferguson, alba.photos.

cold. I really enjoyed some of
the word choices in the P1 en-
tries to describe their brilliant
drawings of Christmas trees
and I reckon there are a lot of
future poets among them.

‘Choosing a winner was a
real struggle and I had to read
and re-read at least 20 very
strong poems until I finally
settled on the winners and
runners-up.

‘Everyone who  entered
should be really proud of
themselves and their entries.
They were all way better than
I was doing at that age.’

Mark added: ‘Well done to
Maxi and all the other en-
trants. We were very pleased
with the turnout despite the
adverse weather and hope to
see more local people coming
to our meetings.’

Read Maxi’s poem at www.
obantimes.co.uk/lochaber-2

LOCHYSIDE

The newly formed Lochyside
Community Group held their
switch-on last Wednesday
night, December 1.

The lights were switched

on by brothers Fionn and
Odhran Turnbull and excited
children were delighted to
welcome Santa who gave
out some early gifts to
celebrate the event.

Photograph: lain Ferguson, alba.photos

KILMALLIE

Despite inclement weather,
the switch-on ceremony
of the Corpach Christmas
Tree went ahead last Friday
evening.

The children nominated
to switch on the lights this
year were Banavie Primary
School pupils Olly Hadfield
and Lilia Samler, above, who
stood uncomplaining in the
rain as they were introduced
to the waiting crowd.

As the children pushed
the plunger to switch on
the Christmas tree, lights
on three ‘living’ trees were
simultaneously illuminated
which made for a dramatic
impact.

Following the switch-on
the crowd retired to Kilmallie
Community Centre for tea,
coffee and homebaking

which was kindly provided

ties enjoy big switch-on

by STAR for Harris.
The Kilmallie Christmas
Lights committee would

like to thank Vicki Horn’s
talented young dancers who
performed in the hall prior
to the switch-on.

Thanks are also due also to
the Town Centre Fund whose
grant made possible the
illumination of two further
‘living’ trees.

These lights were fitted by
Robert Skinner of Thistle
Access and wired by Michael
Fitzsimons who completed
the associated work.

Organisers are also grate-
ful to Linda and Duncan
Carmichael of Tradewinds
who held a very successful
fundraising Race Night for
the Christmas Lights Group
in October.

Anyone wishing to donate
to the Kilmallie Christmas
Light Fund can do so at
https://gofund.me/7222474f

Top, Banavie
Primary School
pupils Olly Hadfield
and Lilia Samler
switched on the
Kilmallie Christmas
lights; left,
refreshments were
provided by STAR
for Harris. Photographs:

lain Ferguson, alba.photos

ylie Bisset.

Chartered Accountants, Business & Tox Advisers

Adding value

to businesses in

Argyll and The Isles

Wylie & Bisset provides a comprehensive
accounts and advisory service to businesses in
Argyll and the Isles. Our 40+ years of experience
of supporting local companies, both large and
small, means we are fully equipped to assist you
plan for the future.

4 High Street, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4BG

168 Bath Street, Glasgow, G2 4TP

01631 562 478
0141 566 7000

Our Services

* Internal & External Audit
e Corporate & Personal Tax  *
e Business Planning &

Forecasting
* Tax Planning

* Management Accounts

VAT

Bookkeeping/ Cloud
Accounting

* Payroll Services
* Insolvency & Debf

Counselling

Contact us today to find out how we can
help your business: info@wyliebisset.com

www.wyliebisset.com

PLATINUM
CHAMPION
PARTNER
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WEST LOCHABER

Transport project appeals for
more volunteer drivers

West Lochaber Hospital Transport Project is
looking for volunteer drivers.

A statement on the project’s Facebook page
said: “We are back and expect to be busy so
we would really like to hear from anyone who
would like to join our team. All we ask is that
you enjoy driving and the company of other
people.

To find out more call 07949 216325 or email
hospitaltransport@urram.scot

SPEAN BRIDGE/INVERGARRY

Coire Glas group video
conference update

A meeting of Coire Glas Community Liaison
Group (CLG) will take place by video confer-
ence on Wednesday December 15 at 7pm.

CLG gives members of the community the
chance to discuss progress on the proposed
Coire Glas pumped hydro storage scheme near
Loch Lochy.

The Coire Glas project team will provide an
update on activity, including the recently com-
pleted ground investigation work and set out
timescales for work in 2022.

A postal invitation to all residents within five
kilometres of the Coire Glas site boundary was
issued earlier this month. Any other residents in
Spean Bridge and Invergarry who would like to
attend the meeting, which will be held on the
Microsoft Teams video conferencing platform,
can email coireglas@sse.com for an invitation.

More details of the project and updates on
Coire Glas CLG meetings can be found at www.
coireglas.com.

ACHARACLE

Community company seeks
new directors

Acharacle Community Company (ACC) needs
new directors.

Posting on its Facebook page, ACC said: 'Tt
would be really good if someone with an interest
in developing the community orchard/garden
would be happy to join and help develop this
project.

The Jacobite steam train draws tens of thousands of visitors each year to Glenfinnan to
see it cross the famous viaduct. Photograph: lain Ferguson, The Write Image.

SPEAN BRIDGE

New hospital ‘good news for
whole of Lochaber’

NHS Highland has said the proposed replace-
ment for Fort William’s ageing Belford Hospital
is good news for health and social care services
across Lochaber.

Commenting after its board meeting on
Tuesday November 30 - too late to make last
week’s print edition of the Lochaber Times - it
confirmed the board had approved an initial
agreement in relation to the re-design of health
and social care services in Lochaber.

One key elements of the programme is the
development of a new rural general hospital in
Fort William.

NHS Highland told the Lochaber Times: “This
will allow NHS Highland to provide a wider
range of health and social care services in a
modern site that will be much more accessible
than the current facility.

“This is really good news for communities
across Lochaber and we would like to thank the
wide range of stakeholders [including service
users, carers and staff] who have been involved
in developing this proposal.

‘NHS Highland is now awaiting approval from
the Scottish Government Capital Investment
Group to develop an Outline Business Case so
that we can take this project forward.

‘We will also ensure there will be ongoing en-
gagement with the community following Health
Improvement Scotland guidance and there will
also be opportunities for the public to have their
input into the project as it develops.’
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LOCH ARKAIG

Culvert collapse closes (1153
road at Loch Arkaig

A collapsed culvert has led to the closure of the
C1153 road at Archabi, Loch Arkaig.

2022 Jacobite
steam train
schedule
confirmed

West Coast Railways, operator of the
famous Jacobite steam train that carries
thousands of visitors from Fort William to
Mallaig every year, has confirmed its 2022
schedule.

Travelling along the West Highland Line,
on what is often referred to as ‘the greatest
railway journey in the world’, the Jacobite
will head out of Fort William station on
Monday April 4.

The service will be operating seven days
a week and, for the majority of the season,
running two trips daily.

Highland Council has issued an emer-
gency closure notice and contractors Fion
Construction were due to be on site all this week
from 8am on Monday until tomorrow (Friday
December 10) to carry out essential repairs.

Their working hours will be from 8am to 4pm
each day with amnesties every four hours to
allow vehicles and pedestrians through.

WESTERN ISLES

Regional gift card to support
community businesses

Shoppers across the Outer Hebrides can now
buy a regional gift card to show their support for
businesses in their community and help fuel the
financial fightback from Covid.

Scotland Loves Local Gift Cards are available
to buy, giving people another way in which to
shop within their communities by backing a
ground-breaking local loyalty scheme.

Local businesses have already started signing
up to accept the regional gift card - with cus-
tomers being urged to buy the cards, either to
spend themselves or as gifts to others.

Councillor Roddie MacKay, Leader of
Combhairle nan Eilean Siar, said: ‘By businesses

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Porches, Extensions, Roofline, Windows & Doors

TEL 01631720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

an

ARGYLL

REMOVALS
& STORAGE

REMOVALS * STORAGE

HOUSE CLEARANCE

Phone Duncan on 01631 567345
or email: info@argyllremovals.co.uk
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Councillor Roddie MacKay, Comhairle nan
Eilean Siar leader, with a Scotland Loves
Local Gift Card.

and customers getting behind this initiative, we
will not only provide an immediate injection of
cash but lay the foundations for a stronger fu-
ture, while highlighting the brilliant businesses
we have across the Outer Hebrides.’

Delivered by Scotland’s Towns Partnership
(STP) - the organisation spearheading the
Scotland Loves Local campaign - alongside
Perth-based Miconex, the programme is the
first scheme of its scale in Scotland. The Scottish
Government is funding the rollout of the cards.

To buy a gift Scotland Loves Local Gift Card,
go to www.scotlandgiftslocal.com.

To find out how to register your business to ac-
cept the card, go to www.lovelocal.scot/giftcard.

Comhairle welcomes early
years song collection

Combhairle nan Eilean Siar has welcomed the
launch of Saoghal na Cloinne Bige.

Comprising 26 songs targeted at the early
years stage, they were commissioned by the
Combhairle and produced by Féisean nan
Gaidheal.

Many of the songs have been specially written
for the resource and take a person through

many of the daily tasks in the life of a child,
from waking in the morning, a trip to the shops,
a visit to granny’s and, eventually, bed time.

Combhairle Gaelic education manager Evelyn
Coull MacLeod said: “We are absolutely delight-
ed with this new resource and are certain they
will be received well by a local, national and
global audience.

“The songs are beautifully crafted and we know
the role of song in creating a language rich envi-
ronment in the home and educational settings is
hugely important.

‘It’s never too early to start singing with your
children and these songs will be great for both
fluent and learners of the language.’

Eilidh Mackenzie, Feisgoil manager at Féisean
nan Gaidheal, added: “Working on such a lovely
project with Comhairle nan Eilean Siar has been
areal joy.

“The five young Gaelic singers we brought on
board all did a fantastic job, ably accompanied
by musician engineers Pablo Lafuente and
Barry Reid.

‘We were keen to ensure the resource was a
mix of traditional, but less well-known, Gaelic
songs as well as new material.

“This included setting some poems written by
Mairead Hulse to new melodies, some songs by
singer and presenter Linda Macleod, as well as
Feisgoil staff writing completely new songs to
cover a full day in the life of a baby/toddler.’

The songs are available to download through
Apple, Amazon, Spotify and are also available
on You Tube.

You can access them via foghlamgaidhlig.
com/gaidhlig-saoghal-na-cloinne-bige/

Animations are to be produced to accompany
each song in the coming months. The songs,
along with many other resources, will also
feature on an app currently under development
by the Combhairle. If you would like a CD copy
of the songs, contact evelyn@gnes.net.

Garden project takes central
role in Rotary celebrations

A special event has been held in the Clisham
Garden of the Western Isles Hospital.

Gillian McCannon, chairperson of the NHS
Western Isles Health Board, unveiled the Our
Hospital Garden plaque commemorating 60
years of Rotary in Stornoway.

Thirteen years ago the Clisham Memory
Garden, developed as a safe, therapeutic and
friendly space for people with dementia, was

Attendees at the Clisham Garden event.

opened to mark the 60th anniversary of the
National Health Service.

For the last three years, the Rotary Club of
Stornoway has been rejuvenating the garden
to provide a sustainable, low maintenance and
eco-friendly green space for patients, staff,
visitors and others as part of its Our Hospital
Garden project.

The day-to-day work is done by Rotarians but
none of the development would have been pos-
sible without the generous donations and help
from many within the community.

Gordon Jamieson, NHS Western Isles chief
executive, said: T am extreme grateful we have
this long-term project in the hospital grounds
that serves our community.

‘Sincere thanks to the Rotary Cub, its mem-
bers, volunteers and those who have donated
items, materials and their own time to make
this a reality.

Attending the event were long-standing
Rotarian and one-time chairperson of NHS
Western Isles Sandy Matheson, president of the
Isle of Lewis Probus Club Colin Tucker, many of
those who had contributed to the project, health
board personnel and Rotarians.

The Rotary district governor for district 1010
Heather Stuart, on her first trip to Stornoway,
had visited the garden the day before the
unveiling.

Clisham Garden is only part of phase 1 of the
Our Hospital Garden project; the creation of a
woodland walkway and a wildflower meadow is
scheduled for completion by next spring.

Our Hospital
Garden

Heather Stuart, Rotary District Governor for
District 1010.

A colourful corner of the Clisham Garden.

HURR

CHRISTMAS DELIVERIES CLOSE
15TH DECEMBER FOR DELIVERY 21ST/22ND

OBAN & LORN — TUESDAY, LOCHABER — TUESDAY, MULL — WEDNESDAY

A

NEW SERVICES
Oil Heating
LPG &

Natural Gas
Repairs

Landlord &
Safety certificates
Servicing
Installations
Commercial
Renewables

07590 440 877

traleebaygas@gmail.com

Tralee

All Heating Services
for commercial
domestic and leisure

www.traleeheatingservices.co.uk
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Well deserved

Congratulations to Sharon Sweeney and
Terri Nicolson who have been nominated for
a prestigious national hairdressing award -
for the third time.

The two opened Stag and Buck in 2017 and
have never looked back.

And not only are they first-class hairdress-
ers, they are very community minded too,
sponsoring local sports clubs and having
supported — and support — a variety of
charities and causes in the area.

We wish the team the best of luck in the
competition, and look forward to hearing
of their success on December 19, when the
winners are announced.

L3
Spending over a penny
We cannot believe there is so little enter-
tainment in Fort William that people have
to resort to causing damage to public toilets,
particularly by setting fire to them.

These facilities offer a vital service to
many people, including lorry drivers, and
vital NHS and care workers. Not only that,
but many are maintained by hard-working
community groups. Anyone seeing such
mindless vandalism should report the
matter to the police.

CE=S
with responsibility
publication on this page.
However we reserve

the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print
them. Names and postal addresses must be supplied,
including on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime
phone number is also required for verification.
Anonymous letters will not be printed. Please email:
editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: Letters page, The
Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.

The editor welcomes
letters of approximately
300 words in length for

The views expressed on our letters page are those
of the contributors and do not necessarily reflect
the views or policies of The Oban Times.

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure that all
our reports are fair and accurate and comply with
the Editors’ Code of Practice set by the Independent
Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We realise, how-
ever, that mistakes happen from time to time. If we
have published anything that is factually incorrect,
please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk; telephone on
01631 568000; or email editor@obantimes.co.uk

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous,
reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you are
unsatisfied with our response, you can contact IPSO
by email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. We will abide by the
decision of IPSO.

Being mean and miserable
helps no one

If Mr Cross (Oban Times, November 25) had
any idea of the history and economics of the UK
he would probably be aware that the majority of
imports that we enjoy and rely on are grown and
produced in much poorer countries almost exclu-
sively by non-white, poorly paid people.

Tea, coffee, chocolate, bananas, sugar to start
with, historically produced by slave labour. Then
the must-have gadgets like mobile phones, laptops,
TVs etc - there is only room on the letters page for
a few of them.

Just look at any item bought from abroad, how
much did you pay for it, where did the components
came from, who mined them (lithium), manufac-
tured them, packaged them?

People, of course, often earning pence per hour
and often not able clothe, feed or educate their
children - who are likely to be working long hours
for even less.

So what is he talking about? £36 million? That’s
a few grains of sand out of a bucket in comparison
to the tax money in many offshore accounts,
squirrelled away by British multinationals and
wealthy individuals. Those developing nations
are the ones that suffer the most by the effects of
climate change and poverty due to our consump-
tion and unfair trading practices, so the UK’s £100
billion is a shamefully small sum.

If the developed nations of the world had helped
to vaccinate everyone worldwide, it is highly likely
Omicron might not have spread, just one example
of money not being squandered.

Being mean and miserable helps no one.

Arthur, from the Isle of Lismore.

Frustration over last week’s
Harbour Board meeting

I am writing on behalf of the Oban Community
Harbour Development Association (OCHDA)
and the community of Oban to express my frus-
tration at the conduct of council officers at last
week’s Harbour Board meeting.

The report to the board did not take into consid-
eration the impact on Oban of the options being
considered and did not recognise the preparatory
work that has already been done by OCHDA -
many of the fundamental documents that will be
necessary totalling 36,000 words.

The board were told the quickest way to get a
new Harbour Authority was by either CMAL or
Argyll and Bute Council taking control but no

YOUR PICTURES

This beautiful photograph of Balla-
chulish Harbour was taken and sent in
by reader Colin Malcolm of Kentallan
who told us it was taken on a recent
chilly Sunday morning. If you have a
photograph you'd like to share with us,
please email a jpeg of no more than 2MB
to editor@obantimes.co.uk

YOURPHOTO

sharewith us: editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000

evidence was presented to support this. Then,
despite repeated public statements by officers that
the council lacked the skills and had no plan to
run a Municipal Port, the council report to the
board was changed during the meeting, without
any warning, recommending the Municipal Port
as the preferred option. Though superficially
welcome, no discussion of the consequences or
the timescale was possible. Council members
representing Oban were not informed of the plan
to change the recommendation (they were also
not consulted in the options appraisal process)
and could not question what officers told them,
despite the obvious implications, including
financial and risk.

Since the meeting OCHDA has been told
officers have not started work on the council’s
‘preferred option’ and do not plan to do so
until after the next meeting of the Oban Bay
Management Group (OBMG) in January, losing
another month unnecessarily. If this is as urgent
as they said - too urgent to think about a Trust

Port - why haven’t they started on the work? How
long will it take to set it up? What will it cost to
set it up?

Perhaps the reason is they don’t want to run the
harbour as a Municipal Port and, if they say they
haven’t started work on it in January, perhaps the
OBMG will decide to hand the responsibility to
CMAL instead?

What price democracy? OCHDA will not give
up the argument: Oban Harbour should be
run as a Trust Port. It will be best for Oban, its
hinterland and the island communities served
from here, best for all the water users and other
stakeholders and, in the end, best for the council.

John MacAlister, Chairman OCHDA.

Flawed decision-making

I fear Argyll and Bute Harbour Board was, at
best, misinformed on key items relating to
timescale, deliverability and finances, all of
which should have been key elements when
determining their preferred option for the

Business Park

HOME CLINIC SCOTLAND vo

Oban based company with 20 years experience

JOINERY ¢ FENCING ¢ DECKING
PERGOLAS ¢« GARDENS « GARDEN ROOMS
KITCHEN FITTING ¢ PAINTING & DECORATING

Contact Marino 07413017399
Email: marino@homeclinicscotland.com
Facebook: @homeclinicscotland

Workshops available to let
Sizes ranging from 62 Sqm to 1500 Sqm on secure business park site

Onsite offices, accommodation, internal and external storage space
Flexible lease terms available

Contact MACC Developments Ltd Office on 01586 551555 or
enquiries@maccdl.co.uk for further information
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future management of Oban Bay last week.
Council officers were aware that the Trust Port
proposal is by far the most advanced of the three
options effectively under consideration.

Unfortunately, despite having agreed that this
could be delivered by the end of the 2021 season,
it appears that officers did not convey this infor-
mation to our elected members.

Just 24 hours after the Harbour Board made its
decision, OCHDA was advised that the council
does not yet have a plan as to how it will progress
the project, and that it will be shutting down
communication with OCHDA, somewhat at
odds with the long-term prospects for a Trust
Port.

A second concern relates to the lack of financial
material presented to members. Despite the
significant increase in vessels using the facility
in recent years, the North Pier maritime assets
are currently operated at a loss by the council.
This is the agreed financial situation, as signed
off by the Council Executive Director. OCHDA’s
financial projections had included a figure of
£120,000 to be set against the same assets each
year— approximately equal parts for lease pay-
ments, maintenance and the creation of a Capital
Fund which would only be spent on upgrading
the facilities which would still be owned by the
council. Again, officers did not inform members
of this, despite the obvious benefits to the coun-
cil. All this information is in the public domain.

Finally, there is the matter of risk to the council
- both reputational and financial. In expanding
its area of responsibility the council is only able
to levy a Conservancy Charge on some of the
additional costs which it will incur. Itis therefore
proposing to significantly expand an operation
which already struggles to pay for itself by taking
on additional responsibilities from which the leg-
islation prevents it from generating an operating
surplus.

Readers may be aware of the 2020 Audit
Scotland ‘Best Value’ report relating to the per-
formance of Argyll and Bute Council. The report
recommendations included the following: ‘we
urge significantly increased pace and depth of
improvement and in doing so making greater use
of the potential for engaging, enabling and em-
powering the communities of Argyll and Bute’,
and that Options Appraisals should include
robust financial evaluation.

It is clear that, so far as Oban Bay is concerned,
the council does not consider either of these rec-
ommendations to be appropriate. Again, further
source for concern.

Chairman, Oban Bay Stakeholder Group.

Hydro scheme not the positive
change some believe

Nothing remains the same these days, however
we have to hope any change is for the better.

Reading the account of the opening of
Morvern’s latest hydro scheme in the Lochaber
Times of December 2, the feeling of a large num-
ber of indigenous residents suggests that this isn’t
the case, not least because of the colossal amount
of borrowed money required to build it during
a global pandemic and the lack of transparency
showing how the local community will actually
benefit. Power is being sold to the national grid
which residents will soon be compelled to pay
back at twice the cost. What gain or fairness to
this small, fragile community on the edge?

Due to its remoteness, Barr was one of the last
places in the Morvern peninsula which could
be termed a wilderness, making it a haven and
special place for fur, feather and flora.

Top of the list was a large and obviously healthy
population of the now universally rare wildcat,
which the Scottish Government makes a priority
species worthy of its protection.

This was drawn to the attention of NatureScot
and the developer in the early stages. They went
into denial about their existence and nothing was
done to minimise disturbing them, no doubt to
hasten Holyrood’s renewables policy.

Hopefully they have not fled the scene altogeth-
er or perished in the attempt - but what loss will
a few moggies make to the developer anyway,
even although they are among the rarest animals
in Europe?

Iain Thornber, Morvern.

Beachd Ailein

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Le direach da latha deug chun na Nollaige bidh
sibh mar @’ mhor-chuid, a* smaoineachadh air
tiodhlacan na raithe agus ’s docha nas cud-
romaiche buileach co tha airidh air an seorsa
aithne a tha tiodhlac > comharrachadh. Gun
teagamh théid moran thiodhlacan a libhrige-
adh air sgath cairdeis is eolais, seach ’s docha
aithne air coibhneas neo seirbheis shonraichte
a thugadh tron bhliadhna. Chan eil mi air chor
sam bith ag radh nach eil tiodhlacan uile ceart is
iomchaidh mar a runaicheas sibh, ach saoilidh
mi gum bheil e inntinneach da-riribh beach-
dachadh air a’ bhliadhna a dh’thalbh agus air
feadhainn a rinn rudeigin araid. ’S docha nach
robh ann ach cuideigin a’ coileanadh dreuchd,
ach gun d’ rinn e neo i sin ann an doigh a bha
cairdeil, taiceil, blath.

Neo theagamh gur e coigreach nach thaca sibh
riamh roimbhe is nach fhaic tuilleadh a bh’ ann,
cuideigin air nach eil ainm neo aithne agaibh,
ach a nochd coibhneas dhuibh san dol seachad.
Nach mor an togail ann an saoghal a tha cho
dorcha aig amannan, gum bheil gniomhan
coibhneil ann an nadar uimhir den t-sluagh.
Chunnaic mi litir ann am paipear ionadail
bho chionn latha neo dha bho charaid a tha
ciorramach is iad a’ toirt taing dha dithis chaile-
ag-sgoile a ghitilain am biadh a bha iad seo air
a cheannach ann an taigh-bidh chun a’ bhuird
dhaibh. ’S math gu dearbh a rinn na h-ighnean,
ach an robh an litir air dhoigh ag radh gun robh

an gniomh na annas ann an aithne nam feadhna
a thuair cuideachadh?

Ach, a bharrachd air mo theaghlach, co dha
bheirinn fhin an seorsa aithne araid air am
bheil mi a’ bruidhinn? Uill gun teagamh sam
bith bhiodh luchd-obrach sheirbheis na slainte
uile gle ard air an liosta agam. ’S docha gun
canadh cuid nach eil iad ach &’ déanamh an
cuid obrach mar a tha sin na dhleastanas orra,
ach saoilidh mise gum bheil fianais gu leor
feadh na Rioghachd gum bheil na sgiobaidhean
sin a’ libhrigeadh an dleastanais, agus a’ chorr,
agus gum bheil @ bhuil air moran aca a th’ air
an claoidh le mor-sgiths gu ire a tha a’ cur an
slainte thein an cunnart. Ach tha iad a’ cumail
a’ dol, mo mhile beannachd orra! ’S tric a chlu-
innear an abairt gum bheil moran eolaich aig a’
mhor-chuid againn, ach aireamh glé bheag de
shar charaidean. Tha mi den bheachd gum bheil
sin fior agus tha mi ’n dochas gum bheil sibhse
uile a tha a’ leughadh seo cho fortanach ’s gum
bheil sar charaid(ean) agaibh. Chan iarradh
mo shar charaid thin a bhith ga ainmeachadh
ann an suidheachadh den t-seorsa seo, ach abair
gum bheil mi gam mheas fhéin beannaichte
gum bheil a leithid ann, agus bidh mi cinnteach
sininnse dha aigan am seo, agus tron bhliadhna
air fad!

Nuair a thig e gu tiodhlacan chan eil dad as
luachmhoire, neo a bheir barr air cairdeas agus
coibhneas!

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

It’s hard to believe that Christmas is only a few
weeks away. And what a strange Christmas it
will be - with the challenge of Covid still very
much with us, we know that we may well face
restrictions not unlike those of last year, even
as we celebrate.

As we see the Christmas trees decorated, tinsel
in the shops, and festive lighting in the streets,
we perhaps need the gentle reminder that we are
not there yet. For Christians this is the season of
Advent. Advent is a not-so-festive season when
we prepare ourselves for the great events we
celebrate at Christmas - the coming of God to
dwell amongst us in the child Jesus, the Son of
God. But for all of us, whether we’re Christian or

not, it is well worth dwelling on the preparation.

For Jews the week-long festival of light,
Hanukkah, has just concluded. For Hindus
and Sikhs, their day festival of light was at the
beginning of November. It is striking that for
many of the world’s faiths, there comes a festival
in winter to celebrate the coming (or the return)
of light and of hope in the midst of darkness.
The getting-ready for all these events was and is
as crucial as the thing itself.

Whatever your religious tradition, and howev-
er you celebrate in this season, I wish you a good
preparation, as well as a happy Christmas.

The Rt Revd Dr Keith Riglin,
Bishop of Argyll and The Isles

A
ALLIED

SURVEYORS
SCOTLAND

Residential Property

Local surveyors operating throughout Argyll,
the Highlands and Islands
Dunoon 01369 705000

Helensburgh 01436 674976
Fort William 01397 705541

www.alliedsurveyorsscotland.com
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£45.00 ex vat
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Highland Fasteners Ltd, 23-25 Stevenson Street, Oban, Argylil

01631 570584 e-mail sales@highlandfasteners.com
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Trail West
on stage
at Darvel
Music
Festival,
which
Robert
missed -
along with
the rest of
the band
-dueto
him having
tested
positive for
Covid.

The annual Park Bar quiz,
Quiz in the Park, which I pre-
viewed recently, was cancelled
this week due to Storm Barra -
an ironic name for a storm that
caused the cancellation of such
a West Coast event.

Unfortunately, it is not the
only event that will not be
happening this December in
Glasgow. There have been no
association dances, no annual
Vatersay Boys projection into
insanity in the Barrowlands,
and no George Square
Christmas market this year.

Although there are numer-
ous different reasons for all of
this, it is perhaps just as well
that Glasgow will be having
a slightly quieter Christmas
period this year, given the
emergence of the new Omicron
variant.

I, for one, will certainly be
having a quiet few days. I
have been in isolation since
last Thursday having tested
positive for coronavirus.

I was just about to leave the
flat for Elfingrove — Scotland’s
biggest ice rink by the
Kelvingrove museum - when
a lateral flow test came back

positive. I immediately got a
PCR which soon confirmed I
have the virus and I have been
locked up ever since.

Thankfully, the symptoms
have been very mild. My only
real complaint is the loss of
taste, but I am trying a few in-
teresting tactics to recover it. I
have bit into a lemon (couldn’t
taste anything), chewed on a
chilli pepper (didn’t flinch)
and, if my taste has not
returned by Friday evening,
my plan is to pour myself a
Laphroaig or something simi-
larly peaty.

Surely the virus will be no
match for that unique flavour!
I will keep you updated.

In seriousness, the most
gut-wrenching part of the
whole experience was having
to postpone our Tide Lines
show on Friday night in
Darvel Town Hall, Ayrshire,
which is a gig we have always
enjoyed over the years. That
gig will now happen in March
next year and thankfully
Horo, who were also on the
bill, were on hand to put on
a gig of their own for those
who had travelled for the

weekend to Darvel Music
Festival. The following night,
revellers enjoyed Trail West
and Skerryvore - so I dare say,
with that fantastic line-up of
bands, my absence was not felt
too keenly!

If all those postponements
and cancellations are getting
you down, and you are in
search of alternative ways to
spend the winter nights, then
never fear, there will soon be
a new album to listen to from
a Uist band who are really one
of the most sought after on the
scene at the moment.

Beinn Lee announced last
week that their second album,
Deo, will be released on Friday
December 17. Pre-orders are
available from the band’s
website and will be shipped
first class the week starting
Monday December 13 to hope-
fully guarantee delivery before
Christmas.

I will certainly be reviewing
that record when it comes
out, as I did their excellent
first album, Osgarra. If only it
was out a little bit earlier and
it might help me through this

isolation.

Virtual wardrobe
at the Highland
Folk Museum

For those who have always
wanted to wear a real piece of
history, help is at hand from
the Highland Folk Museum.

The open air museum has
created two new Instagram
and Facebook filters, allowing
people to try on two historic
bonnets - a classic white
cotton mutch, and a green
woollen tam o’shanter.

The bonnets are real objects
from the museum’s collection
that date from around the end
of the 19th century.

Project Officer Helen Pickles
said: 'We wanted to create a
fun and engaging way to expe-
rience textile objects from our
collection, and see what can
be achieved with augmented
reality (AR) technology.

The tam o'shanter can be
virtually tried on via the
museum's social media apps

'"The tam o’shanter is a clas-
sic Scottish bonnet and the
one from our collection was
occasionally worn by former
curator Ross Noble, and we
have some photos of him
wearing it at previous events
held at the museum.

'"The white cotton mutch with

ribbon ties is another quintes-
sential Scottish bonnet, worn
to keep a woman’s hair clean
and tidy whilst she went about
her jobs on the croft.

'Although we now don’t
physically try on the objects in
the collection, this new filter
will let anyone try on the hats.'

To celebrate these very
Scottish bonnets, the filters
were launched on St Andrew’s
Day. The two filters need
to be accessed through the
Instagram and  Facebook
phone apps and the museum
is encouraging people to share
their snaps through social
media.

The digital dress-up is part
of the Folk and Fabric project
at the Newtonmore museum,
aiming to showcase items
from the collections online
and offer 360-degree tours of
five of the historic buildings.
It is due to launch early next
year.

o HIGHLAND CINEMA
FRI 10TH - THUR 16TH DEC

“Spielberg at the top
of his game, delivering
a musical marvel that
is overflowing with_
emotion and visual
splendor.” el

Kristy Puchk r
Mashable }J

4
A STEVEN'SPIELBERG FiLm

FRIDAY 10TH DECEMBER
West Side Story (PG) 10:30am, 12:30pm, 4pm + 7:30pm.
Highlands From The Air (U) 11am. A Boy Called Christmas (PG) 2pm.
Ghostbusters: Afterlife (12a) 4:30pm. House Of Gucci (15) 7:15pm.

SATURDAY 11TH DECEMBER
Encanto (PG) 10:30am. West Side Story (PG) 1:15pm, 4pm + 7:30pm.
A Boy Called Christmas (PG) 1:30pm.
Ghostbusters: Afterlife 4:30pm. House Of Gucci (15) 7:15pm.

SUNDAY 12TH DECEMBER
A Boy Called Christmas (PG) 11am. Highlands From The Air (U) 11:15am.
West Side Story (PG) 12:30pm, 4pm + 7:30pm. Encanto (PG) 1:30pm.
Ghostbusters: Afterlife (12a) 4:15pm. House Of Gucci (15) 7:15pm.

MONDAY 13TH DECEMBER - ALL SHOWN WITH SUBTITLES
Highlands From The Air (U) 11am. A Boy Called Christmas
(Bairns At The Box Office) 11:15am. West Side Story (PG) 12:15pm, 3:45pm
+7.15pm. Spencer (15a) 1:45pm. Ghostbusters: Afterlife (12a) 4:30pm.
House Of Gucci (15) 7:30pm.

TUESDAY 14TH DECEMBER
House Of Gucci (15) 1pm. West Side Story (PG) 1:30pm, 4:20pm + 7:15pm.
A Boy Called Christmas (PG) 4:45pm.
Ghostbusters: Afterlife (12a) 7:45pm.

WEDNESDAY 15TH DECEMBER
West Side Story (PG) 10:30am, 12:15pm, 3:45pm + 7:45pm.
Highlands From The Air (U) 11am. House Of Gucci (15) 1:45pm. A Boy
Called Christmas (PG) 5:10pm. Royal Opera Live: Tosca (12a) 7:15pm.

THURSDAY 16TH DECEMBER
Highlands From The Air (U) 11:15am. West Side Story (PG) 12pm, 3:30pm
+ 7pm. Spider-Man: No Way Home (12a) 12:30pm, 4pm + 7:30pm.

FILM SYNOPSIS, TRAILERS, TICKETS AND T0
SIGN UP FOR OUR WEEKLY E-NEWSLETTER:

WWW.HIGHLANDCINEMA.CO.UK

ROYAL
OPERA
HOUSE

LIVE
STREAM
EVENT
CINEMA

ll
HIGHLAND
CINEMA
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

McLELLAN
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
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John Calvin Peter

Over 86 yrs of Funeral Experience from our Compassionate Team

Established 1923. Quality Funeral Care in Lochaber
Welcoming Function Rooms for Memorial Gatherings
Flexible Viewing Times for Families & Friends
Burial and Cremation Services. All Faiths & Celebrant
Direct Cremation with Unique Memorial Service Option
Other Services Include: The Lochaber Funeral Plan - Peace of Mind
for the Future. Headstone Design & Renovation. Bereavement Care.

et b DUDLEY ROAD, FORT WILLIAM PH33 61B
ﬁzf;‘ 01397 702128 (24 HRS) WWW.MCLELLANFUNERALS.CO.UK

/
o
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Chosen for
O Cae...

Tel (24 hour): 01397 701110
Inverlochy, Fort William, PH33 6NB

Your Leading & Only Locally Owned Funeral Directors in Lochaber

MEMORIALS

A

Oban Memorials

Monumental Sculptors

MODERN & TRADITIONAL
MEMORIALS

Lettering, renovation and
brochures available on request

Unit 4, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 563123 or 07765 815982

Email: info@obanmemorials.co.uk
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Runners set off along the forest track at Erracht, Spean Bridge. rhotograph: lain Ferguson, alba.photos.

Athletic Club members out in
force for cross country event

Junior and senior Lochaber
Athletic Club members were
out in numbers for the first
time in many years on Saturday
at the North District Cross
Country Championships.

The course at Gordonstoun
School was heavy and muddy
but scenic with a small loch
and trails through woodland.

The early rainfall did not
dampen the spirits of the
juniors who were placed in the
under 13 girls, with Maddison
Macmillan in 12th in the 3k
race and Isla Cant 14th.

Angus Davies and Osian
Bellshaw were 16th and 17th
respectively in the under 13
boys’ race.

Fraser Anderson and Dylan
Martin ran well in the under
17 age group, taking eighth
and 13th places.

All of the Lochaber athletes
are in the younger end of
their age groups and should
progress further next year.

Lochaber ~women came
from under the radar to take
bronze in the team race. The
counters in the challenging
8km event were Isla Mackay,
Lisette Walter, Grianne Shaw,
Sam Potter and Zoe Douglas.
The race was won by Catriona
Fraser of Inverness Harriers
in 31:11 mins. Isla was ninth
overall in 33:50 and third in
the senior woman category.

A team of Lochaber men,
largely with experience in hill
running, competed in a field of
almost 100. Finlay Wild stayed
in touch with the leaders on
the first lap and pushed win-
ner, Fraserburgh athlete Max
Abernethy (25:40) and Scottish
international Kenny Wilson of
Moray Road Runners (25.57),
for much of the race before
finishing third in 26:08.

It was a tight competition
for the team title with the
Lochaber men splitting the
pre-race favourites to take the
silver medals.

Team placings were Finlay

Gordonstoun on Saturday.

Wild, with Liam Hutson
11th in 27:47, then Alan Ross
28:50, former under 17 district
champion  Callum  Fraser
29:24, Es Tresidder 29:32, Alfie
Bentley 29:58, Simon Drysdale
30:40, Louis Waterman-Evans
30:56, Nick Sedgwick 31:00,
Ruaraidh MacKenzie 31:27,
Fraser Mackenzie 32:04, Matt
Bradley 32:05, Donald Lamont
32:44 and Connor Gamble
33:06. Alan Ross 28:50 and Es
Tresidder 29:32 were second
and third veterans respectively.

After a difficult two years
with few racing opportunities,
this was the lift Lochaber
needed to kickstart a busy
winter league programme and
team hill and road races in the
coming year.

Thanks to everyone for
their support, including club,

Lochaber Athletic Club members were full of team spirit at

coaches, and to the two drivers
Alan Ross and Sara Bellshaw.

On Sunday, attention turned
back to the local league with a
big turnout for the Beinn Bhan
Bash over the Erracht course -
the hilliest race in the league.

LAC took the top three spots
- and nine of the top 10 - with
just Javi Cabrera Vaides from
Highland Hill Runners inter-
rupting the flow with a fourth
place.

George Fisher was the winner
with Alan Ross and Ruaraidh
Mackenzie in second and third
respectively.

HHR’s Caroline Marwick
won the ladies section with
Amanda Blackhall first LAC
and first in category, followed
by Hannah Ward-Penny, then
Edie Moynihan and Eilidh
Moynihan.
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Gareth Evansis
the new Oban
Camanachd
manager

Gareth Evans was voted in as
Oban Camanachd manager
at last week’s annual general
meeting.

‘Some folk have mentioned
this has been a long time in
the making, said the new boss.
Tve always had my eye on
managing Oban Camanachd
one day but the truth is I
was very happy looking after
Lochside Rovers and I thor-
oughly enjoyed doing that.

Certainly, no-one can accuse
Gareth Evans of not serving his
apprenticeship. After breaking
into the Oban Camanachd
first team in 1994, he played
in a side which reached six
Camanachd Cup finals in
nine years, lifting the famous
trophy in 1996 after beating
Kingussie 3-2 in the final in
Inverness.

He hung up his caman at the
end of the 2014 season and
immediately took charge of a
Lochside Rovers side which
had notched fourth, then fifth
place finishes after winning
South 1 in 2012.

Gareth comes into the Oban
Camanachd role on the back of
two spells managing Lochside
Rovers; 2015 to 2018 and 2020
to 2021. One league title - and
twice losing out by the finest
of margins - a Sutherland Cup
and a Bullough Cup were won
during that time. Evans was
also involved towards the end
of Brian MacCallum’s 2019
reign when Lochside did the
Sutherland and Bullough dou-
ble. His efforts were recognised
when he was named Mowi
South Division 1 Manager of
the Year in 2015 and 2017.

It is of equal importance that
a number of young players

were guided on their way from
youth shinty to first team
shinty at Oban Camanachd
during his tenure, with one or
two even turning out for Oban
Celtic.

Gareth Evans takes over from
Stephen Sloss who stood down
at the end of the abridged 2021
season and he recognises the
magnitude of the job.

He said: ‘It’s a big step up
from managing Lochside and
it will be strange to an extent
given I'm friends with a few of
the boys but I will put my all
into this and I'm sure all the
players will too.

Gareth Evans now turns his
attention to planning for the
2022 shinty season and he
added: ‘We have a good squad
and the aim is to push on and
win some of the national com-
petitions. Oban Camanachd
will always be in with a shout
of winning the Celtic Society
Cup but we really want to
strive for national success and
we have the players to do it

Artemis Macaulay
Cup Draw

One of the pre-season high-
lights saw the 2022 Artemis
Macaulay Cup draw take place
live on Oban FM on Saturday
December 4.

The Macaulay Cup, first pre-
sented in 1947 by then Oban
Times editor Flora Macaulay,
is the only cup format in
senior shinty to be played on a
regional basis so guaranteeing
a final between a south and
north side. Eligibility is mainly
based on the previous year’s
league placing and there was
just one change from the south
teams who competed last
season as Col Glen returned
to the competition, replacing
Ballachulish. The north half of
the draw remained unchanged.

The Macaulay Association
was well represented as

Gerry Kilmurray drew the
home sides, with Les Kinvig
picking the away sides. Davie
Hamilton was also in attend-
ance. Just like last year, Oban
Celtic and Oban Camanachd
were both given home draws
but both face tough ties. Oban
Celtic play Scottish Sea Farms
Glasgow Celtic Society Cup
winners Kyles Athletic, whilst
Oban Camanachd welcome
fellow Mowi Premiership side
Glasgow Mid Argyll.

Fort William have a tricky
trip to the Dell to play
Kingussie, whilst Kilmallie
will test Lovat at Canal Parks.

The tie of the round is the
meeting between Newtonmore
and Kinlochshiel at the Eilan.

The draw in full is:

Artemis Macaulay Cup first
round - Aberdour v Bute;
Inveraray v Col Glen; Oban
Celtic v Kyles Athletic; Oban
Camanachd v Glasgow Mid
Argyll; Kingussie v Fort
William; Kilmallie v Lovat;
Newtonmore v Kinlochshiel;
Lochaber v Caberfeidh.

Artemis Macaulay Cup quar-
ter finals - Oban Celtic/Kyles
Athletic v  Aberdour/Bute;
Oban  Camanachd/Glasgow
Mid Argyll v Inveraray/Col
Glen; Lochaber/Caberfeidh
v Kingussie/Fort William;
Newtonmore/Kinlochshiel v
Kilmallie/Lovat.

Artemis Macaulay Cup semi
finals - Oban Celtic/Kyles
Athletic/Aberdour/Bute v
Oban  Camanachd/Glasgow
Mid Argyll/Inveraray/Col
Glen; Lochaber/Caberfeidh/
Kingussie/Fort ~ William v
Newtonmore/Kinlochshiel/
Kilmallie/Lovat.

The South Artemis Macaulay
Cup semi-final takes place
at Mossfield with the North
last four tie at Braeview Park,
Beauly.

The Artemis Macaulay Cup
Final takes place at Mossfield
with the dates for all ties still
to be confirmed. Kingussie
are the current holders, having
beaten Kyles Athletic 4-1 in
last season’s final.
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The victorious Beauly Under 17 team with the MacTavish Juvenile Cup. rhotograph: Neil Paterson.

MacTavish
Juvenile Cup

Elsewhere, Beauly Under 17s
won the MacTavish Juvenile
Cup, beating Kingussie Under
17s 4-0 in the final at Braeview
Park. Kieran Rennie and Finlay
‘Stork’ MacLennan scored in
the first half, with MacLennan
getting his second after the
restart and Finlay MacLennan
adding a fourth late on.

The W] Cameron Under
17 Development Cup Final
between Aberdour Under
17s and Inverness Under 17s
was postponed, as was the
Camanachd Association
Under 14 Development Cup
Final between Bute Under 14s
and Strathspey Camanachd
Under 14s.

Fort William AGM

Fort William Shinty Club
will hold their annual general
meeting at their An Aid club-
house on Monday December
13.

Fort William suffered the
same Covid-related difficulties
as other clubs last season but
their first team did well in
their regionalised league and
reached the cottages.com
MacTavish Cup semi-finals.
The Fort William second team

Kinlochshiel boost as manager Gill stays on

Tulloch Homes Camanachd Cup and
cottages.com MacTavish Cup double
winners Kinlochshiel celebrated their
most successful season at their recent
annual dinner dance and awards night

at Dornie Hall.

And the celebrations were cranked
up a notch or two with the news that
manager Johnston Gill, who was widely
tipped to stand down at the end of the
season, is to stay on for one more year
along with his trusted assistant Doe

MacRae.

Kinlochshiel skipper Keith MacRae
said: “This is a great thing for the club.
Johnston gets on well with all the
players and knows their strengths and
weaknesses and how to get the best out

of them.

‘He also knows our second team very

aware of as a club.’

Albert Smith medal winner Conor
Cormack presented Johnston Gill with
a specially engraved commemorative
caman made by Roddy MacLennan to
mark the cup double winning season.

Keith MacRae, who grabbed a hat-
trick as his side beat Lovat 3-1 to win the
Scottish for the first time, was awarded
the Duncan MacRae Cup as first team
players’ player of the year.

Archie MacRae netted the third goal
in a 3-2 victory over Kingussie in the
cottages.com MacTavish Cup Final
and was voted second team players’
player of the year, receiving the Tommy

well so knows who will be ready to take
the next step. That’s important and

the need to always look towards our
developing players is something we are

MacKenzie Cup. The committee’s player
of the year award went to the whole
Kinlochshiel first team for their history
making cup double and Paul MacRae,

who missed the MacTavish Final after

Cup.

suffering a serious knee injury in a
league match against Lochaber, came
forward to collect the Kenny Wilson

The Tan ‘Dubh’ Memorial Shield for
Under 21 player of the year went to the
versatile Duncan Matheson who was a
top performer in both finals.

The Ray Coghill Memorial Shield
goes to the Kinlochshiel Ladies most
improved player and Tegan Bruce was
given that accolade.

Maree MacKenzie was nominated for
the Kinlochshiel Ladies Players’ Player
of the Year prize.

Beauly
captain Euan
MacCormick
with the
MacTavish

Juvenile Cup.
Photograph: Neil
Paterson.

reached the Strathdearn Cup
semi-finals.

There is much to be opti-
mistic about with the opening
of Fraser’s Field next to An
Aird, the success of the Shinty

Street League and Willie
MacDonald’s appointment as
the club’s development officer.
The annual general meeting
starts at 7.30pm. All members
are requested to attend and
encouraged to vote.

Macmillan Nurses
collection

A collection at the inaugural
Alasdair Morrison Memorial
Cup match between Skye
Camanachd and Lochcarron
raised £1,017 for Macmillan
Nurses.

The Morrison family are
overwhelmed by the support,

kindness and  generosity
shown to them and extend
their heart-felt thanks to

everyone who contributed.

Mowi National
Awards

The 2021 Mowi Awards will
be a ‘virtual’ celebration of

achievements, replacing the
usual annual ceremony, to
respect and celebrate the

achievements  of  shinty’s
sportsmen and women and
their impact on their commu-
nity during the unique years of
2020 and 2021.

These unique Mowi Awards
aim to recognise the extraor-
dinary efforts and incredible

endeavour that was required to
deliver a shinty season in 2021.
This year’s awards will be
based on the important values
on which shinty and its com-
munities are built and upon
which Mowi, shinty sponsors
for the past 35 years, and the
Camanachd Association oper-
ate. Nominations can be made
at the Camanachd Association
website www.shinty.com

Mabel Sloggie

The Womens Camanachd
Association  (WCA)  was
amongst the many clubs and
associations to express their
sadness at the passing of Mabel
Sloggie on Friday December 3.

Mabel Sloggie was the wife of
the late John Sloggie and shinty
played a huge part in both their
lives. A WCA statement said:
‘Mabel followed her husband
and her sons in the sport but
she also broke down barriers
in her own right as an official,
goal judging at many games.
She always proudly carried
and showed off her Macaulay
Final medal. She also put in
countless hours alongside John
making Munro Camans and
the WCA were grateful when
the couple supplied beautiful
black camans for the winning
captain of the Valerie Fraser
Women’s Camanachd Cup. A
formidable lady, Mabel will
be sorely missed by the shinty
community.’

The deepest sympathies from
the shinty world go to Mabel’s
sons Eddie, Matthew, Mark
and Peter and their respective
families.
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Referee injury stops

Lochaber in their stride

by Fiona Scott

fscott@lochabertimes.co.uk

Lochaber RFC - 7
Cumbernauld 10

West Region League Div 3

Lochaber hosted
Cumbernauld on Saturday
in a top of the table clash
which saw the hosts in third
position and their opponents
in second.

Before the match both
teams paid their respects
to Scotland international
Siobhan Cattigan who tragi-
cally lost her life.

It was a very tight affair in
the first half but, much like
the previous week, Lochaber
made things easy for their
opposition by giving away
silly penalties resulting in the
loss of valuable territory.

Lochaber finally made the
breakthrough. After an error
at the lineout, Andy Bell
managed to catch the ball to
retain possession and from
the ruck Matt Murray passed
the ball out to Ryan Davies
who swung the ball long to
Henry Luke who handed off
his opposite man to run in for
the try. Davies converted to
make it 7-0.

Bell was then given a team
yellow card after a build-up
in penalties against Lochaber
with eight minutes to go in
the first half. Cumbernauld
took advantage of the extra
man to score out wide just
before half time to make it 7-7
at the break.

Referee Gillian Frew had to be lifted from the pitch after sustaining a leg injury during
the game. Photograph: lain Ferguson, alba.photos.

Cumbernauld took the lead
in the second half with a
penalty to make it 7-10.

On the 6Ist minute
Cumbernauld had a lineout
in Lochaber’s 22 but they
knocked it on. The ball
was passed out to Jonathan
McCook who was breaking
away with support outside
him, and only two defenders
to beat, when referee Gillian
Frew collapsed to the ground
saying something had gone in
her leg. Gillian was lifted off
the pitch signalling the end of
the game.

Lochaber now travel away
to Birkmyre on Saturday.
Kick off 2pm at Birkmyre
Park, Kilmacolm.

Henry Luke takes down a Cumbernauld player. rhotograph: fain
Ferguson, alba.photos.

Jonathan McCook ready to take down a Cumbernauld
pIayer. Photograph: lain Ferguson, alba.photos.

Ryan Davies passes to Calum Boyd. photograph: lain Ferguson, alba.
photos

FA Cup run comes to an end for Kinlochleven lads

South Lochaber Thistle’s run
in the FA Cup came to a halt
in the fourth round when the
Kinlochleven outfit travelled
to Dreghorn to take on New
Farm Loch from the Ayrshire
Premier League on Saturday,
writes Fiona Scott.

Never having made it past the
first round of the competition,
the Jags were keen to know
how far they could take this
exceptional run of cup form.

However, two fixtures in a
week saw Thistle miss Andrew
Mclean who was struggling
with a groin strain and then
lose Keir Kennedy during the
warm-up. Despite these set

backs it was a strong SLT side
that took to the field.

New Farm Loch had the best
of the opening play, keeping
SLT hemmed into their defen-
sive third.

An ill-timed challenge in
the box gave the home side
the opportunity to score from
the spot and with 22 minutes
on the clock Alan Parker duly
despatched the finish.

SLT couldn’t get into their
rhythm and struggled to make
any clear cut chances with
keeper Ryan Boomer having
to make a handful of saves to
keep NFL at bay until half time

At half time the management

team of Alan Gray and Albie
Robertson let the players
know in no uncertain terms
that they were not living up to
their potential or the coaches’
expectations.

The team talk seemed have
some of effect with the Jags
getting onto the ball and
looking likely to cause issues
for the NFL back line.

It made the next goal conced-
ed even more disappointing.
Ten minutes into the second
half, a corner kick was driven
in the box and the ball was
hammered home off the cross
bar and into the back of the
SLT net by Parker.

This spurred Albie and
Gray to make a change. The
hard-working Archie Gillies
was sacrificed to get the pace of
young Lewis Murphy onto the
park with the Jags changing to
a 4-3-3 formation.

With the fresh legs on the
park, the Jags scored next.
A tidy lay off from Martin
Munro fell for Dave Forbes
who slammed home a first
time hit from inside the box.

Leighton Stephenson, who
had put in a power of work,
then made way for Roberto
Rodriguez Santos to make his
SLT debut.

There was a feeling that SLT

could go and grab an equaliser
but unfortunately it wasn't
to be with NFL scoring the
sucker punch goal as the game
opened up.

Ryan Beveridge was the man
to put the tie out of contention
with eight minutes left on the
clock. Final score 3-1.

Reflecting on a week which
had seen his team draw with
a Highland League side and
then get dumped out of the
Scottish Cup, manager Alan
Gray said: ‘It has been a great
run in the cup - even with
having to win through the
second round twice.

‘Ultimately, it was disap-

pointing to not get the equal-
iser today but it’s fair to say
that we didn’t play nearly well
enough to deserve the victory.

‘We wish New Farm Loch the
very best in the next round and
for the rest of their season and
want to say a huge thanks for
their fantastic hospitality as
well”

South  Lochaber Thistle
return to league action next
week with a trip to St Patrick
FPs AFC 2s, the team cur-
rently sitting atop the Greater
Glasgow Premier League, a
mere 29 points ahead of SLT,
although having played nine
games more than the Jags.
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Claggan gets seal of

approval from the Jags

by Fiona Scott

fscott@lochabertimes.couk

No

Fort William
South Lochaber Thistle 2

FRIENDLY

If this mid-season friendly
match proved anything it was
that Claggan Park is capable
of hosting a football match as
Fort William invited neigh-
bours South Lochaber Thistle
(SLT) to christen the reopened
venue.

Although  the Highland
League committee had voted
to maintain the host side’s
ban from playing league
games at home, the hosts were
determined to prove that their
newly laid turf was fit to match
their evolving squad.

However, in the only other
fixture between these two
sides the plucky Kinlochleven
amateurs had bested the paid
players and the Jags were
determined to prove they are
anything but poor relations.

The game opened in cagey
style with SLT having the
better of it. Veteran midfield
Dave Forbes, defenders Kieron
Lopez and Lewis Campbell
having to be strong in the
challenge.

As so often is the case, how-
ever, it was Thistle’s captain
Martin Munro, who opened
the scoring, the wizard on the
wing netting to put the visitors
1-0 up.

Momentum swung, howev-
er, and one of Fort William’s
trialists pulled the game back
to level pegging and the scores

Above, Celebrations as SLT take first blood; Fort’s second
goal hits the net; Fort’s Taylor Kelly races Martin Munro as
he speeds towards the Fort goal. Photographs: lain Ferguson, alba.photos.

remained at 1-1 at the break.

In the second half, young
striker Archie Gillies came
into his own. The busy for-
ward was harrying defenders,
forcing errors from the home
side and generally making a
nuisance of himself.

At the other end of the park,
keeper Declan Wilson had to
be in fine form himself to stop
Fort taking the lead and had
several outstanding saves low
to his corners to contend with.

It was the home side who
took advantage next, however.
A short corner routine caught
the Jags napping and Robbie
Foster bundled in a finish to
edge the Highland League
strugglers in control at 2-1.

But Munro had been the
outstanding player on the park
and he was not about to snatch
defeat from the jaws of at least
a draw. Gillies shot towards

goal and the keeper did well to
save the shot, however, Munro
reacted quickest, volleying a
high flying and unstoppable
shot into the net for parity at
2-2.

Chances came and went for
both teams. Forbes could have
won the game with a snapped
volley from the edge of the box
which went agonisingly wide.

In the visitors’ defence,
youngster ~Marc  Maclean
stopped Fort going 3-2 up,
surging across the turf in a
covering run and clearing the
ball off the attacker’s toe.

Manager Alan Gray said:
‘Tm very proud of the way the
team performed tonight and
I just hope this goes to show
that football in Fort William
and the surrounding area is
strong.

‘It’s especially nice to know
that we are still undefeated

against Highland League
opposition.

‘We aim to provide football
from cradle to grave and it is
great to see so many players
who have come through the
Fort William youth system
getting the chance to show
the town that they don’t lack

ambition. There is real talent
here in this area and they want
to play.

‘We want to extend our
thanks to John Trew for ar-
ranging the friendly and wish
Fort all the best on their quest
to be allowed to play at home
again in the league.

Incoming manager Shadab
Iftikhar gives directions
from the sidelines.

Photograph: lain Ferguson

Holyrood welcome
for Fort William FC
coach Shadab

The appointment of a new man-
ager to Fort William Football
Club has been highlighted at
Holyrood.

Highlands and Islands MSP
Donald Cameron submitted
a motion to the Scottish
Parliament welcoming the ap-
pointment of Shadab Iftikhar,
whose footballing career has
included posts in the north-
west of England, Mongolia and
the South Pacific.

Mr Cameron said: “There can’t
be many people whose career
has taken them from Wigan
to Lochaber via Mongolia and
Samoa, so Shadab certainly
brings unique experience and
perspective to Fort William
Football Club.

Tm sure Shadab will receive
a very warm welcome from the
team’s supporters and I wish
him every possible success as he
takes over the reins at the club.

Shadab was present at last
week’s home game against
South Lochaber Thistle at
Claggan Park and will begin his
tenure at the club on Monday
December 27.
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ADC JmeER Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday 9 December, 2021 are listed below
with differences for major ports listed alongside. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
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SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780

M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

Chain, shackles and buoys all available to purchase

FORT WILLIAM WEATHER
Thursday
Light cloud and
a gentle breeze
Temperatures
3°C to 6°C.
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Friday

Temperatures
2°Cto 6°C.

Light rain showers and
a gentle breeze

Saturday

Light rain and

a moderate breeze
Temperatures

6°C to 8°C.

Sunday

Light rain and
a gentle breeze
Temperatures
5°C to 7°C.

FRIDAY FORECAST
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