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Long delayed plans for a 
community cinema in Brodick 
at last appear likely to come to 
fruition.

� e man behind the plans 
to convert the former CalMac 
ticket o�  ce into a community 
cinema has pledged work will 
get under way shortly on con-
version of the building which 
has lain empty for more than 
three and a half years.

Helensburgh businessman 
Brian Keating beat other 
interested parties to lease the 
building from Caledonian 
Maritme Assets Ltd (CMAL) 
for the cinema project and 
received planning permission. 
However, while this was con-
cluded more than two years 
ago, nothing has materialised 
on site.

He has blamed the Covid 
pandemic for the delays and is 
understood to have been given 

Representatives from the 
police, council, Brodick 
Church and the people 
of Brodick prepare to 
lay their wreaths at the 
village war memorial on 
Remembrance Sunday. 
Full story - page 3. 
01_B47remember01

Curtain up on Brodick 
cinema project – at last

a rent holiday, along with other 
tenants across the country. 
But he has now told CMAL he 
is ready to proceed with the 
project.

It has been claimed it was 
proposed a contractor would 
start work in April last year 
but that was postponed due 
to the pandemic. Initial strip 
out work is now scheduled to 
start next month or by January 
2022, but it is not yet known 
when it will be complete.

� e Arran Picture House 
Limited project was � rst 
revealed by the Arran Banner 
almost three years ago. � e 
plan then was for the creation 
of two, 55-seater cinemas 
showing the latest blockbuster 
� lms using the latest digital 
projectors and Dolby sound 
systems.

It was also said the cinema 
would show live events by sat-
ellite from arts organisations 
from around the world. Four 
full-time and eight part-time 

Continued on page 2.
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Curtain up on Brodick 

Shop Local
Check out
Shop Local
this weekend
for bargains,
deals and 
special events

We’ve got
Christmas
on Arran
all wrapped up!

INSIDE 
THIS WEEK
Your 16-page 
Christmas Special
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Continued from page one.
jobs were also pledged. A 
CMAL spokeswoman said: 
‘Due to a combination of fac-
tors, including the pandemic 
and associated restrictions, the 
work to convert the old ticket 
o�ce at Brodick into a cinema 
has been delayed.

‘However, we are pleased to 
con�rm our tenant is fully 
committed to the project and 

More people than ever will be 
o�ered the free �u vaccine this 
winter to help protect as many 
lives as possible.

Flu can be serious, even for 
healthy people, so this year 
with Covid still circulating, it 
is more important than ever to 
get the �u vaccine to protect 
yourself, others and to help 
the NHS avoid the pressure 
a spike in seasonal �u could 
bring.

Many people on Arran will 
already have received their 
�u vaccine at recent mass 
vaccination clinics delivering 
winter vaccines to island resi-
dents, the latest last weekend.  
However, if you are eligible 
for a free �u vaccine and are 
yet to have it, you can still get 
one through a participating 
community pharmacy, either 
on the island, or, if it is more 
convenient, on the mainland.

For eligible residents of 
Arran, this means you can 
attend Arran Pharmacy in 
Brodick, telephone 01770 
302250, to be vaccinated 
against seasonal �u. 
Please contact your local 
pharmacy to �nd out speci�c 
arrangements. For more 
information on other 
participating pharmacies, visit 
www.nhsaaa.net/�u

Ruth Betley, senior manager 
Arran Services for North 
Ayrshire Health and Social 
Care Partnership, said: ‘Our 
mass vaccination clinics on 
the island have been a great 
success and most eligible 
people have now received both 
their Covid-19 booster and 
their seasonal �u vaccine.

‘If you live on the island and 
you are in an eligible group to 
have a seasonal �u vaccination 
but have not yet had one, I’d 
urge you to contact Arran 
Pharmacy to make arrange-
ments to get your vaccine 
before winter sets in. Flu can 
be serious, even for healthy 
people.’

Meanwhile, latest �gures 
show there remain around 
10 positive Covid-19 cases on 
Arran.

A Brodick family had a lucky 
escape a�er a tree crashed 
through the roof of their house 
during a recent storm.

�e tree in their garden could 
not withstand the high winds 
and collapsed onto the roof of 
Douglas Lodge. �e cost of the 
damage is not known.

�e large traditional seven 
apartment sandstone house, 
opposite the Douglas Hotel, 
was only recently bought by 
new owners Diana and Roddy 
Frew who are currently reno-
vating the house. �ankfully 
they were not at home when 
the incident happened.

However, the falling tree 
woke guests at the hotel who 
heard the huge crash on 
Saturday November 6.

Parts of the tree have now 
been removed but some 
branches remained lodged on 
the roof as we went to press. 

New dates have been set for 
the inaugural Arran Vegan 
Festival.

VegFest was the �rst event to 
be cancelled on Arran when 
the pandemic began in March 
2020. �e new dates are July 23 
and 24 2022. Organiser Carol 
Lee said: ‘�e festival will be a 
weekend of stalls, talks, �lms, 
music and fun to showcase all 
the wonderful vegan food and 
products that are on o�er on 
the island.

‘We are focusing on the stall 
holders being Arran-based 
businesses as far as possible. 
If you would like a stall to 
sell/showcase your wares, 
please get in touch. Everyone 
welcome. 

‘�e only condition is that 
your products must be 100 per 
cent vegan, ie containing no 
animal products, including 
dairy, eggs, honey and wool.

‘�ank you. We are looking 
forward to making this a 
great summer event bringing 
visitors from far and wide 
to Arran to enjoy wonderful 
vegan food and products.’

Tree crashes through 
roof of Brodick house

Residents 
urged to 
get free 
�u jab

work is due to start on site 
in the coming months, with 
a view to being complete in 
2022.’

CMAL added it would remar-
ket the premises on the open 
market if it becomes apparent 
in the coming months that the 
project won’t be progressed by 
the tenant.

Mr Keating did not respond 
to approaches by the Banner.

The remains of the huge tree can be seen lying in the 
courtyard of the house.  01_B47tree01

CONTAC TUS
EMAIL US AT 
email us at editor@arranbanner.co.uk 
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01770 302142

Work is due to start at the former CalMac ticket o�ce. 
01_B48cinema01

New dates set 
for Arran’s �rst
Vegan Festival

Debris from the tree �lls an area at the rear of the house. 01_B47tree02 Branches of the tree 
remain lodged in the roof. 

Curtain up on cinema project
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Ex-military sta� , civilians and 
those paying their respects 
in memory of loved ones 
gathered at cenotaphs around 
Arran on Sunday to remember 
the service and sacri� ce made 
by soldiers and civilians in the 
two World Wars and in later 
con� icts.

In suitably gloomy and over-
cast weather, Arran residents 
turned out in numbers to pay 
their respects on the national 
day of remembrance on the 
second Sunday in November.

In Brodick, ministers of the 
various churches gathered at 
the cenotaph where they paid 
tribute to all of the war dead 
and those that sacri� ced so 
much during the con� icts.

Following the moving 
ceremony, representatives 
from various organisations, 
including North Ayrshire 
Council, Police Scotland, 
Brodick Church, and former 
submariner Alan Milligan, 
laid wreaths at the memorial 
before a two-minute silence 
was observed.

� e wreath-laying ceremony 
was particularly poignant for 

Special Constable Andrew 
Perrie, representing Police 

Scotland, who attended the 
event as his last o�  cial duty.

� is week marks the launch of a new YouTube 
channel from North Ayrshire Council.

Called North Ayrshire TV, you can 
� nd the exciting destination for North 
Ayrshire focussed videos here: https://bit.
ly/NorthAyrshireTV or by searching North 
Ayrshire TV on YouTube.

Featuring community news, events, 
heritage and culture, outdoor activities 
and more, North Ayrshire TV is a one-stop 
shop for community-related video content 
supporting the council’s key priority of being 
‘an accessible council that puts residents and 
communities at the heart of what they do’.

New videos will be uploaded regularly and, 
by subscribing, you’ll be automatically alerted 

to new content as soon as it is published.
It will supplement the council’s existing cor-

porate YouTube channel of news, events and 
important information found here: https://
youtube.com/NorthAyrshireCouncilVideos

Councillor Louise McPhater, cabinet mem-
ber for participatory democracy, said: ‘We 
are delighted to be launching the new council 
YouTube channel for community news.

‘We’ve launched North Ayrshire TV 
to focus exclusively on bringing to life 
community-based content and good news 
stories, o� ering people of North Ayrshire the 
opportunity to � nd out more about what’s 
happening in their local area and how they 
can get involved.’

Get tuned into North Ayrshire TV

Service and sacrifi ce honoured 
on Remembrance Sunday

Last duty for retiring Andyby Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

A large crowd of around 50 people attended the service in Brodick. 01_B47remembrance03

Andrew, known as Andy to 
most, has now retired from 
the police service a� er 21 years 
and four months of service, 
the vast majority of it served 
on Arran.

New Arran police sergeant 
Kevin Blackley, speaking to the 
Banner prior to the ceremony, 
commended Andy’s years of 

service, saying: ‘I have had the 
pleasure of working with Andy 
when I was on the island many 
years ago and I know that he 
will be a huge loss to the polic-
ing team on the island as well 
as the island’s residents.

‘I would like to take this op-
portunity to thank him for his 
commitment and service as a 

Special Constable and the 
thousands of hours he has 
given to assist his community.’

In addition to � e Last Post 
being performed on the trum-
pet, piper Ali Hume from the 
Arran Pipe Band performed 
the solemn, When the Battle’s 
O’er, at the Brodick ceremony.

See also page 25

Special Constable Andrew Perrie laid a wreath at the 
cenotaph as his last o�  cial duty before retiring from Police 
Scotland. 01_B47remembrance01

Former submarin-
er Alan Milligan 
salutes after 
laying his wreath 
at the monument. 

01_B47remembrance05
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Plans to move Brodick Nursery into the village 
primary school have met with opposition amid 
claims the school is already ‘bursting at the 
seams’.

As exclusively reported in last week’s Banner, 
North Ayrshire Council plans to spend 
£300,000 setting up a council-run early years 
centre at Brodick primary.

It follows the decision by the parent-run 
Brodick Nursery to reluctantly announce it 
is to close at the end of June 2022 as Brodick 
Hall, where it meets, remains unsuitable for its 
expanded service.

Council o�  cials unveiled the plans to nursery 
parents at a public meeting in Brodick Hall last 
� ursday night attended by less than 30 people.

But there was immediate concern that the 
school was already ‘bursting at the seams’ and 
could not take another facility.

Best option
However, council o�  cials insisted a full fea-
sibility study had been carried out and it had 
been determined this was the best option given 
the shortage of time.

� e new early years classes will have to be up 
at running at the school by August 2022.

O�  cials insisted that the plans were merely a 
proposal at this stage and they admitted they 
had not yet discussed them with the school 
management, the primary school parents or the 
wider community.

While Brodick Hall was unsuitable for long-
term use by the nursery, even with the previ-
ously planned alterations, the problems have 
been exacerbated by the extension of nursery 
hours to 1,140 per year – giving children 30 
hours a week during term time.

Chairman of Brodick Nursery parent com-
mittee Jenny Duncan, who outlined the recent 
turbulent history of the nursery as it tried to 
survive, said the committee had previously 
hoped to convert Brodick Hall for its own needs 
and that of others users.

However, despite the support of North 
Ayrshire Council, it would have had to have 
raised £250,000.

However, the Covid pandemic stalled any 
progress and it was further derailed when the 
council approved that Brodick Hall could be 

taken over in a Community Asset Transfer 
which Mrs Duncan said meant that the nursery 
couldn’t do anything or touch any funding.

As yet no group has come forward to express 
any interest in transferring the facility to the 
community and it will be reassessed in 18 
months.

Silver lining
She said there had been a ‘silver lining’ during 
the pandemic as the nursery was able to o� er 

1,140 hours to children that other early years 
classes on the island could not, as it had sole 
use of Brodick Hall, as no one else could use it.

Mrs Duncan said the nursery had taken the 
di�  cult decision to announce it was to close 
in June next year as it was nearing the January 
2022 deadline for enrolment for next term.

Council o�  cials said it was that decision 
which had sparked the council to act and, in 
discussion with the nursery sta�  and parents, 
come up with the plan being presented.

Lynn Taylor, senior manager education, said: 
‘� e plan is in the very early stages and every-
one who has an interest will have a say.’

She described the early years provision in 
Brodick as ‘really high quality’ and said it was 
remarkable that the nursery had continually 
operated for nearly 50 years.

And it was to keep that continuity, she said, 

Primary parents concerned over nursery space
by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.ukSchool ’bursting at seams’

At the top table. Left to right Doreen 
Walkinshaw, Lynn Taylor, Lindsay Morris 
and Lesley Forsyth from North Ayrshire 
Council with parent committee chairwoman 
Jenny Duncan and manager Aileen Brand. 
01_B47nursery01
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Primary parents concerned over nursery space

that the council wanted to hire manager Aileen 
Brand and existing sta� to run the new council 
nursery. O�cials explained the £300,000 
budget would be used to convert the existing 
school buildings to accommodate around 18 to 
20 nursery children. �ey said that while they 
did not yet have detailed plans the council had 
a ‘dedicated architect’ working on 41 similar 
projects across the region and that a ‘high level 
feasibility study’ had been carried out into the 
Brodick plan.

O�cials said they wanted to spend the next 
few months engaging with the Brodick prima-
ry school leadership and parents as well as the 
wider community. However, they insisted that 
a formal consultation was not required as the 
1,140 hours of nursery education was required 
under law for every child in Scotland.

Milestone
Ms Brand was asked how the nursery felt about 
the plan and she said: ‘It really is a milestone. 
�e sta� are all delighted.’ 

Mrs Duncan added: ‘All we ever wanted 
was the security of early years provision in 
Brodick.’

Grandmother Sheila Gilmore, who has been 
involved in the nursery for more than 40 years, 
asked if the council had taken into consider-
ation the 34 new council houses which had 
just been allocated in Brodick and hoped the 
move to the school was not just a short-term 
solution.

But o�cials insisted the numbers were the 
least they would have and would be building 
on these numbers.

However, several parents expressed concern 
that the school was already tight for space and 
asked if other options had been explored.

One parent asked why the £300,000 budget 
could not be used to keep the nursery in 
Brodick Hall, with the conversions required, 
given it had far more outside space than was 
available at the school.

Parents at the meeting also expressed concern 
that they had been given little time to consider 
the plans and there was not a level playing 
�eld, but o�cials said that they remained ‘open 
minded’, however, admitted that there was a 
constricted timetable for the proposals.

�e o�cials concluded that they believed the 
transfer of the nursery to the school was the 
only ‘viable and sustainable solution’ and that 
it was felt the best option bringing everyone 
under the same roof, and it o�ered a smooth 
transition from early years to primary school.

Below: Parents listen to Jenny Duncan 
recount the nursery’s history. 01_B47nursery03

Nursery chairwoman Jenny Duncan 
addresses the meeting. 01_B47nursery02

North Ayrshire Council has 
committed to paying its sta� 
the new real Living Wage �ve 
months early.

�e move follows the an-
nouncement that the Living 
Wage will increase to £9.90 per 
hour for the UK and £11.05 in 
London.

�e new real Living Wage 
rate is due to be adopted by 
businesses and organisations 
by April next year, however, 
the council has committed to 
apply this rate with immediate 
e�ect. �e announcement will 
be welcomed by approximately 
751 council employees - in 
predominantly frontline roles 
- who will now see an increase 
of 40 pence per hour in their 
salaries.

Council leader Joe Cullinane, 
cabinet member for commu-
nity wealth building, said: ‘I 
am proud to lead a council 
which has a long-standing 

commitment to fair work 
and pay. Normally, the new 
rate doesn’t kick in for a few 
months but at North Ayrshire 
Council, we have ensured our 
sta� get paid the new rate as 
soon as possible. Not only is 
paying employees a wage that 
supports a decent standard of 
living an ethical and responsi-
ble thing to do, there are also 
clear business and economic 
bene�ts in doing so.

‘As North Ayrshire’s largest 

employer, we have to lead by 
example and hopefully inspire 
other businesses to consider 
committing to paying the real 
Living Wage.’

�e council has paid the real 
Living Wage since 2011 and is 
one of a number of local au-
thorities from across Scotland 
to be o�cially accredited by 
the Scottish Living Wage 
Accreditation Initiative.

On Arran, in addition to 
schools and council run 
services, Auchrannie Resort, 
Arran Active, Cro�ers Bar 
and Bistro, and CalMac are all 
real Living Wage accredited 
employers.

 

Council leader Joe Cullinane 
says that paying the real 
Living Wage is an ethical and 
responsible thing to do and 
he hopes it will inspire other 
employers in North Ayrshire 
to follow suit. 

Council to pay real 
Living Wage early
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LETTERS Write to us: editor@arranbanner.co.uk 
or � e Editor, Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran KA27 8AJ

  

At The Arran Banner, we endeavour to ensure all our reports are fair 
and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
However, we realise that mistakes happen from time to time. If you think 
we have made a significant mistake and you wish to discuss this with 
us, please let us know as soon as possible by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; telephoning the chief reporter on 
01770 302142 or write to the Group Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog 
Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter, by emailing: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 

The Editor welcomes letters for publication on this page. The 
Editor reserves the right to shorten, amend or to refuse to print 
them. Names and addresses MUST be supplied to indicate good 
faith, although these details can be withheld from publication. 
Telephone numbers, if available, should also be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be considered.  
Please write to: Letters, The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran, 
KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 302021. Email editor@arranbanner.co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

PRESSPOLICYCONTACTUS
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 8AJ. 
Phone: 01770 302142
News editor: Hugh Boag: 
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Reporter: Colin Smeeton: 
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Advertising: Cecilia Paul: 
adverts@arranbanner.co.uk
Head o�  ce: Wyvex Media, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB.

Thought for the week
‘Pray always that you will have the strength 
to go safely through all those things that 
will happen and to stand before the Son of 
Man.’ Luke 21: 36

COP26 protesters
Sir,
� e COP it came to ‘Glesca’
And as a ‘Glesca’ boy
I penned some lines in humour
And many got some joy. 
 
But protesters couldn’t stop themselves
And some were quite demonic
But couldn’t see what they were doing
Was really, quite ironic.
 
While I defend their right to speak
� ey have a di� erent view
� ey march and shout as they will want
But say, that option’s not for you!
 
What were they doing in Brodick?
Not India or China or Australia
All still coal powered polluters
And other countries inter alia.
 
With their microphones and YouTube
Nasty geriatric rants and loud
When they later watch the footage back
I hope they all feel proud.
 
Support and talk for change is cheap
� ough rising like a rocket
But support will drop just like a stone
When it’s coming out their pocket.
 
� ere’ll be heat pumps and disruption
Ripping � oors and walls and pipes and 
insulation
� ere are no public funds for that work
Oh! and wiring, � oor tiles and then 
re-decoration.
 
So, now the COP’s le�  ‘Glesca’
And the invoices have come in
We’ll see the real costs and implications

Who will then actually chip in?
 
Let us all have our view, whatever that might be
But please do it nicely - before ranting - try a 
pause
Some humour and civility
Would have surely helped their cause.
 
I penned some lines, I’d hoped, in humour
Online, they got some Ha Ha Ha
But others chose a bitter protest
All we heard was ‘Blah Blah bloody Blah!’

Yours,
Neil Arthur,
Kilpatrick.
 

COP26 promises, but work 
needs to start now
Sir,
At the time of writing this, the news is full of 
stories from COP26, as leaders make positive 
promises that they and future politicians will, 
we hope, respect.

Although many of the promises are about 
future plans for net zero, it’s clear that work 
to protect our climate and environment has to 
start now. 

As a recent headline in the Arran Banner 
mentioned, people on Arran seem keen to start.

COP26 is also showcasing Scotland and any 
delegates that choose to look beyond their hotel 
room walls, will see a vibrant Glasgow as well 
as the beauty of the Clyde and the surrounding 
countryside.

� e Scottish Government will, presumably, 
be doing its best to ensure that the world sees 
Scotland and its products in the best possible 
light.

So it was ironic that a few miles from the 
COP26 meetings, just over the water on Arran, 
one of the most beautiful stretches of the Clyde 

was the subject of an appeal by the Scottish 
Salmon Company as it tried to get permission 
to build the � sh farm that was rejected by North 
Ayrshire Council only a few months ago.

� e Scottish Salmon Company may be reg-
istered in Scotland, and its branding enjoys its 
Scottish links, but over the last year the compa-
ny structure has changed.

� ere are seven directors. Five live in the Faroe 
Islands and two in Norway.

However, although none live in Scotland, ac-
cording to Companies House, they control the 
Scottish Salmon Company which has claimed 
that its salmon farms are not cruel.

Many people will have seen news coverage 
earlier this year when more than 1,000 dolphins 
were herded into a bay in the Faroe Islands and 
butchered as part of the ‘Grind’.

� is has been defended as a Faroese tradition 
that is culturally important. 

Some may feel this shows the Faroese de� ni-
tion of cruelty di� ers from our own.

It wouldn’t have augured well for the salmon 
in a Faroe-controlled � sh farm at Millstone 
point had it been allowed to proceed.

International investment in Scotland is great 
news and hopefully COP26 will encourage the 
world to see the opportunities.

But allowing foreign companies to pollute 
and damage the seas of Scotland using Scottish 
branded subsidiaries, which provide marginal, 
if any, economic bene� t, then take the pro� ts o�  
shore seems bad policy at any time.

To allow it when the world is watching and 
when our leaders are professing their environ-
mental credentials would have been even more 
surprising.

� e great news is that the appeal has been 
refused.

� ere is still the chance of a further appeal by 
the company on a point of law, but the decision 
announced on Tuesday November 9 shows 
that Scotland is leading from the front and not 
allowing animal cruelty and environmental 
damage at Millstone Point.

Let’s hope the delegates at COP26 hear about 
this good news and raise a glass with all those 
people on Arran who worked so hard to cam-
paign and raise awareness of the issues. � ey 
should be celebrating tonight.

Yours,
David Freeman,
Bury St Edmunds.

GETINVOLVED
emaileditor@arranbanner.co.uk

Young talent is emerging
Whatever the reasons behind the boost 
in numbers taking part in youth sport on 
Arran, it is extremely heartening to see 
Arran is bucking the trend of increased in-
activity and declining mental health faced 
by many youngsters across Scotland.

As stories this week highlight, hockey 
on Arran has received a welcome boost as 
younger players take to the � eld and the 
youth division of the club is so heavily sub-
scribed it is almost at maximum capacity.

A similar in� ux of junior rugby players 
has also ensured more children on Arran 
are taking part in community building, 
health improving, participatory wellness 
exercises that not only gives them a sense 
of belonging, but also encourages healthier 
habits and draws them away from the at-
tractions of modern gadgets.

� e coaches of youth development 
golf, hockey, football and rugby are to 
be commended for their commitment to 
encouraging Arran’s youth to take part in 
sport and to reap all the associated bene� ts.

� eir continued commitment will ensure 
Arran will be able to � eld players in many 
sporting disciplines in future years, install-
ing a sense of pride and some much-needed 
hope in these troubling times where 
Scotland’s youth are increasingly a�  icted 
with malaise, social anxiety and feelings of 
isolation.

We might even see a senior rugby team 
back on the � eld of play.

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Ardrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Ardrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.uk
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Forgotten foot passengers
Sir,
I saw no mention of foot passengers in the 
report of the discussion between Arran Ferry 
Committee, CalMac and Transport Scotland, in 
last week’s Banner.

While motorists were advised to head for 
Claonaig, no transport was laid on for foot 
passengers.

According to Traveline Scotland, there is no 
way of travelling overland on public transport 
on a Sunday between Ardrossan and Claonaig, 

even had there not been a rail strike. It’s bad 
enough CalMac could not transport foot pas-
sengers over to the smaller ferry, but extremely 
surprising Arran Ferry Committee apparently 
takes no interest in them.

One would have thought, with concerns about 
increasing tra�c on Arran’s roads, as well as 
the climate emergency, that they would take 
an interest in encouraging car-free travel, but it 
would appear this is not the case.

Yours,
Jane Ann Liston,
St Andrews.

CalMac sta� come to work every day with the 
aim of providing communities on Scotland’s 
west coast with a high-quality service and with 
public safety as their top priority.

Over the past two years, this goal has been 
placed under a level of stress that none of us 
have ever experienced before.

As a result of covid public health guidance, we 
have had to operate services at around a third of 
normal capacity during large parts of 2020 and 
2021.

Even now we still operate under guidance to 
help stop the spread and strict infection control 
remains in place. �is can cause disruption to 
our customers and communities.

One of these occasions was on October 10, 
when services on one leg of the crossing between 
Ardrossan and Brodick were lost for one day due 
to port sta� at Ardrossan either testing positive 
for Covid or being required to self-isolate.

�e cause was not a lack of forward planning, 
as was reported in this newspaper last week. It 
was due to strict public health protection rules.

Covid planning has been rigorous and at the 
forefront of operations since pre-lockdown, 
and we have robust contingency plans in place, 
managing many Covid incidents on vessels and 
ports.

We are required to abide by NHS contact 
tracing protocols, which on October 10 resulted 
in nearly all available sta� having to be absent 
from Ardrossan.

On this occasion NHS Test and Protect 
extended the close contact period to 72 hours 
rather than the normal 48 hours and we were 
dealing with separate cases in both the ticketing 
and shore side sta�.

Due to the rules regarding close contacts 
self-isolating while waiting for mandatory PCR 
test results, we were then in the di�cult position 
of having almost no sta� available to berth ves-
sels and manage passengers.

We are bound by the strict Port and Marine 
Safety Code set by the Department of Transport 
and the Marine Coastguard Agency (MCA).

�e MCA further require a strict count of 
passengers and vehicles using a pre-approved 
and audited method. Despite this sudden and 

‘I am immensely proud of our sta�’... 
but ‘we don’t always get things right’
CalMac has faced heavy criticism for disruption to the lifeline Arran ferry service 
during the pandemic. That came to a head on October 10, the day of the ferry �asco 
which has now been the subject of two reports - one by CalMac - and the other 
by the Arran Ferry Committee reported in last week’s Arran Banner. Here CalMac 
managing director Robbie Drummond, writing exclusively for the Banner, is given a 
right of reply.

Robbie Drummond photographed by the 
Banner at Brodick ferry terminal during a 
previous visit. 01_B39drummond01

LETTERS

In response to the Arran Ferry Committee, 
we have already amended our passenger com-
munication protocols and in future we will 
make it clear the Claonaig-Lochranza route has 
limited capacity and passengers may be subject 
to queuing.

All the sta� at CalMac understand the impact 
these unexpected disruptions can have on resi-
dents and businesses - many of our colleagues 
live within island communities and know how 
vital lifeline links are.

It is extremely frustrating therefore to hear 
about our sta� being subjected to personal abuse 
from a minority of customers. �is is impacting 
on their mental health, causing distress and 
preventing them from carrying out the job they 
are committed to.

I am sure the vast majority of residents agree 
this behaviour is utterly unacceptable.

We have worked every day, throughout the 
pandemic, to ensure island residents and 
businesses get the ferry service they need and 
deserve.

I am immensely proud of all of our sta�. We 
recognise we don’t always get things right, but 
we are working hard to try and prevent any 
incidents like October 10 happening again.

Despite the loss 
of trained staff, 
the service was 
reinstated after 
just one day

massive loss of trained sta�, the service was 
reinstated a�er just one day.

�is was thanks to dedicated sta� across the 
network who travelled to Ardrossan to ensure 
disruption was kept to the absolute minimum.

Local managers and sta� should be commend-
ed and I am extremely grateful for the way in 
which they rallied round to help.

Tra�c and passengers were diverted via 
Lochranza-Claonaig as an alternative way to 
get on and o� Arran and while using this route 
causes long detours, it ensures people can travel 
to and from the island.

Following a review of the October 10 incident, 
we asked the Scottish government if we could 
use either expedited PCR testing for lifeline fer-

ry workers or permission to use quicker LAMP 
testing to allow non-symptomatic self-isolators 
to return to work with minimal delay.

However, we have been told that the deter-
mination of close contacts will continue to be 
made by Test and Protect personnel and that we 
remain subject to their testing protocols.

We always review our procedures a�er any 
disruption to learn any lessons and improve our 
service in the event such an incident re-occurs, 
and we have done so on this occasion.
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A public meeting is to be held 
in Lochranza village hall to-
morrow (Saturday) to discuss 
community concerns.

� e meeting has been called 
by Lochranza and Catacol 
Community Association 
which says it needs the support 
of local people to secure the 
future wellbeing and pros-
perity of the community and 
address issues caused by an 
ageing population and a loss of 
amenities.

A proposal to consider a 
community buyout of the 
Lochranza Hotel, which is up 
for sale, will be discussed and 
they may be heartened by the 
recent successful community 
buyout of the Anchor Tavern 
in Port Bannatyne on neigh-
bouring Bute. Secretary Robert 
Cumming said: ‘Our area has 
very challenging problems go-
ing forward and although the 
feasibility of a community ho-
tel buyout is perhaps the most 
headline grabbing proposal, 
this is only one small part of 
the demographic and housing 
issue which we consider far, far 
more important.’

� e meeting starts at 11am.

A silent auction at � e Shore 
in Whiting Bay last Friday 
raised more than £850 for the 
village primary school.

Colourful spotlights and 
fairy lights welcomed guests 
who were greeted with a glass 
of complimentary prosecco 
as they enjoyed the heat and 
� ickers of light from the � re.

� e stage was set and as they 
enjoyed gentle music and can-
apés, they meandered through 
the Covid-safe one way system, 
their eyes drawn to beautiful 
handmade items.

Guests made bids on an array 
of amazing handmade items 
including stunning art across 

Meeting to 
consider hotel 
buyout Silent auction a Shore success

Left and 
right: Some 
of the 
auction 
items on 
display.

a range of media, photography, 
food, jewellery, hair accesso-
ries, signed books and more 
which had been gi� ed for the 
auction. Anyone not able to 
attend was able to make bids 
on items in advance.

� is was a spectacular fund-
raising evening for Whiting 
Bay Primary School, support-
ed by an incredible number 
of local makers, which raised 
£851.99 for school funds.

Organiser Charlotte Martin 
said: '� is was a huge commu-
nity e� ort. � e Shore thanks all 
the kind helpers and everyone 
for their incredible donations 
and generous bids.'

 
Guests browse items on o� er at the fundraising silent auction. 

www.argyll.uhi.ac.uk

Right here on Arran
Book now to see where your future could take you 
at our Open Day on Wednesday 24th November

Online info sessions:
Studying: what to expect  |  Funding information
How to apply & write your personal statement

ACArran@uhi.ac.uk          01770 600 152

24 NOV





Plenty of gift ideas for 

Christmas, at the Coffee Lab. 

Freshly roasted coffee, mugs of all

shapes and sizes along with

Cafetieres, V60's, Stove Top Pots

and our new Gift Vouchers.

Why not pop in? Duchess Court,

Brodick KA27 8DD
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CHRISTMAS 
SHOP ARRAN 

WEEKEND
Friday 19th -

Sunday 21st Nov 2021

PARTICIPATING SHOPS
A Touch of Enchantment

Ad Astra Jewellery and Gifts
ArCaS

Arran Active
Arran Gift Box

Arran Botanical Drinks
Arran Sense of Scotland

Assja Baumgartner Jewellery and Art
Bay Wool and Crafts

Book and Card Centre
Byre at Brodick

Chameleon Ladies Boutique
COAST

Driftwood
Home and Gardens
Island Cheese Shop

Island Porcelain
Janelles

Lagg Distillery
Lochranza Distillery
Old Byre Showroom

The Shoe Bothy
Orca Crafts

Red Door
Saltwater Gallery

Taste of Arran

EXCITING OFFERS AND 
DISCOUNTS OVER THE 

WHOLE WEEKEND 

COLLECT 6 STAMPS FROM 
PARTICIPATING STORES 

TO ENTER THE BIG 
CHRISTMAS PRIZE DRAW!

PRIZE DRAW
1ST PRIZE 

OVERNIGHT STAY AT THE DOUGLAS 
+ £40 DINNER ALLOWANCE

2ND PRIZE 
£100 ARRAN CARD

3RD PRIZE
£50 ARRAN CARD

EXCITING OFFERS 

SHOP LOCAL & SUPPORT 
YOUR COMMUNITY 

#SHOPARRAN

With hallowe’en all wrapped up 
and the nights fair drawing in, the 
inevitable slide towards Christmas 
is upon us. In no time at all we will 
all be eating mince pies, tucking into 
great festive fayre, spending time 
with loved ones, and sharing gifts 
and Christmas cheer.  
And while we slowly start to pre-

pare for the festive season, shops on 
Arran have been gearing up for the 
big event for months already. Ready 
to offer customers special festive 
deals and bargains, and all with the 
usual Arran flavour.

In a united show of the strong 
community spirit still to be found on 
Arran, retailers have joined together 
this weekend to offer shoppers on 
Arran a dedicated weekend offering 
shoppers deals and discounts 
aplenty.
And, to add to the festive spirit, and 

warm welcome that everyone can 
expect at participating stores, there 
will also be a prize draw for those 

taking advantage of all of the exiting 
offers this year.
All shoppers need to do is collect 

six stamps from participating stores 
to be in line to win fabulous prizes, 
including a luxury hotel stay, and 
generous ArranCard prizes.
This year, more than ever, local 

businesses could do with your 
support, and to earn your patronage 
they are working harder than ever. 
Support local and shop local this 
festive season.
Join us in a virtual clockwise 

tour around the island, stop-
ping at all of the must-see 
destinations that will help 
make your Christmas 
shopping experience 
simple, affordable, and 
most importantly, thor-
oughly enjoyable. 

Starting in Brodick, our 
first stop is at Brodick 
Pier where we find ArCaS 
(Arran Cancer Support 
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SHOP ARRAN 

WEEKEND
Friday 19th -
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A Touch of Enchantment
Ad Astra Jewellery and Gifts
ArCas
Arran Active
Arran Gift Box
Arran Botanical Drinks
Arran Sense of Scotland
Book and Card Centre
Byre at Brodick
Driftwood
Home and Gardens
Island Cheese Shop
Orca Crafts
Red Door
Salt Water Gallery
Taste of Arran
Chameleon Ladies Boutique
COAST
Island Porcelain
Janelles
Bay Wool and Crafts
Lagg Distillery
Assja Baumgartner Jewellery 
and Art
Old Byre Showroom
The Shoe Bothy
Lochranza Distillery

taking advantage of all of the exiting 

All shoppers need to do is collect 
six stamps from participating stores 
to be in line to win fabulous prizes, 
including a luxury hotel stay, and 

This year, more than ever, local 
businesses could do with your 
support, and to earn your patronage 
they are working harder than ever. 
Support local and shop local this 

Join us in a virtual clockwise 
tour around the island, stop-

(Arran Cancer Support 
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shop).  Here you will find lots of great 
new and second hand items such 
as Christmas decorations and ‘ugly 
jumpers,’ perfect for raising a smile 
on Christmas day. New gifts, which 
are perfect for stocking fillers, and 
Secret Santa parcels can be made 
to order. There are jigsaws and 
board games for a lazy Christmas 

afternoon and along with 
hand crafted Christmas 
chocolate orange gifts, 
there is the odd ‘Wonky 
Donkey’. ArCaS will be 
open from Tuesday 
to Saturday, from 
10.30am to 4.30pm, 
and you can also 
follow them on 
Facebook and 
Instagram. Keep a 
lookout though, they 
also have a naughty 
shop elf, that can be 
found in the store. 
Moving to Lamlash 

you will find 
Johnston’s Arran 

Bookroom can be found at Atholl 
House, Bungalow Road as you enter 
Lamlash. They specialise in rare and 
out-of-print books.
Along the road in Lamlash, a par-

ticular highlight for many is Janelle’s, 
the interior design gift shop which 
stocks a wide range of unique gift-
ware and home décor, and which 
always manages to stock tastefully 
selected and ultr-desirable items. 
It’s all about Christmas this year at 
Janelle’sand they are offering 10 per 
cent off for Shop Arran weekend. 
You can also find them on Facebook.

At Island Porcelain, if their wonder-
fully cute celebration mouse - which 
can be personalised for Christmas, 
births, weddings and engagement 
celebrations - doesn’t get you, the 
charming porcelain sheep, seals, 
birds and sea animals certainly will. 
These elegant and collectable porce-
lain designs are uniquely charming. 
They can easily enhance any home 
and make ideal gifts. With no two 
the same, each piece is individually 
hand crafted and hand painted, 



� e Arran Banner
Friday 19 October 2021 FEATURE  13

RED DOORRED DOOR 

Red Door, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 01770 303549 
Gift Vouchers Available 

10% off for Shop Arran weekend

ensuring that every single piece is 
a unique and collectable keepsake. 
There will be 10 per cent off selected 
items for the Shop Arran weekend. 
Island Porcelain is well worth a visit 
to pick your favourite items or buy 
online at www.islandporcelain.com
At the Pierhead Tavern, affection-

ately known as the PHT, in the centre 
of Lamlash, you will always find great 
food, good company and live music 
at the weekends.
Set in a historic building, 

Chameleon in Lamlash, should be 
your next stop on our tour. Whether 
it is for everyday wear, or a special 
occasion, do try Chameleon Ladies’ 
Boutique for your fashion and acces-
sory needs before looking further 
afield.

Lynn and Catrina at Chameleon 
have a wide range of styles - 
everything from jeans to coats - with 
collections from leading brands and 
quality Italian wear. There are also 
plenty of gift ideas to choose from 
and gift vouchers are also available.

For the Shop Arran weekend, 
Chameleon is offering 10 per cent 
off everything (except sale stock) 
and will be open from 10:30am to 
5pm every day, including Sunday 
November 21.
And at our final stop in Lamlash, 

COAST is another venue where sur-
prises and delights await the unsus-
pecting shopper. Visit the Discovery 
Centre shop to browse their 
delightful range of products; 
from t-shirts to notebooks, 
from beanies to buffs, you’re 
bound to find something to 
suit that special someone 
in your life. New in stock 
are a selection of colourful 
and fun marine-themed 
books for children, as well 
as some bright stationary 
essentials that make per-
fect stocking fillers. Make 
the COAST Discovery 
Centre your one-stop 
shop for unique, fun, 
marine-themed gifts.

FEATURE 13

For the Shop Arran weekend, 
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bound to find something to 
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in your life. New in stock 
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books for children, as well 
as some bright stationary 
essentials that make per-



SHOP ARRAN 
WEEKEND  
19TH - 20TH NOV
EXCLUSIVE SHOPPING EVENING  
SATURDAY 20TH NOVEMBER 
6-8.30PM 
LAGG AND LOCHRANZA WHISKIES, LOCAL ARTISTS AND MUCH MORE.

TUTORED WHISKY TASTING EVENT  
SATURDAY 7-8PM, £20 PP 
Must be booked in advance.

For full details on our Shop Arran weekend events please visit www.laggwhisky.com

  
DISCOUNT  

ON ALL  
STOCK*

 *except that of local artists

WEEKEND  

LAGG AND LOCHRANZA WHISKIES, LOCAL ARTISTS AND MUCH MORE.

Moving to Whiting Bay, enthusias-
tic supporters of Shop Arran, Bay 
Wool and Crafts are delighted, and 
very excited, to be supporting Shop 
Arran once again. They have all the 
usual Christmas gifts and cards, 
plus wool and haberdashery, and 

will be open on Friday and Saturday 
of the Shop Arran weekend from 
10am to 4pm. 

In addition to the fun embroidery 
and cross-stitch kits, tehy also offer 
a wide range of wool, knitting, cro-
chet and haberdashery supplies.

They have items from over 30 
craftspeople, in a wide range of 
disciplines, and they also offer 
gift vouchers in your choice of de-
nomination - a great Secret Santa 
present.
Steve, Kat, Linda, Jill, Nancy and 

Lynn very much looking forward to 
welcoming visitors, old and new, 
this weekend. 
Bay Wool & Crafts can also offer 

free island delivery. Call them on 
01770 700481, visit the website at 
www.baywoolcrafts.co.uk, or visit 
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CHRISTMAS 
SHOP ARRAN 

WEEKEND
Friday 19th -

Sunday 21st Nov 2021

SHOP ONLINE THIS WINTER

arranactive.co.uk
Claim 10% off your first shop online 

when you use this promo code:

M-TGOAwards21

*FULL T&C'S ONLINE | EXCLUSIONS & TIME LIMITS APPLY 

Rab Microlight 
Alpine Jacket

£190

Cotopaxi Down 
Hooded Jacket

£210

Trekmates 
Ullscarf Gloves

£17.99

Rab Chilli Beanie
£20

Trekmates 
Ullscarf 

£17.

DURING SHOP ARRAN WEEKEND
10%* OFF IN-STORE

@arranwhisky

     Our shop and take-away coffee  
bar will be open ALL weekend  

Fri-Sun 10am-4.30pm

     10% off everything in the shop  
and the coffee bar

Please check www.arranwhisky.com for 
full details of our Shop Arran weekend

Shop Arran  
Weekend  

19th-21st Nov

@arranwhisky

them in person between Tuesday 
and Saturday, from 11am to 3pm.
Still in Whiting Bay, be sure to stop 

at the Arran Art Gallery which of-
fers a selection of original art, prints, 
jewellery and glasswork.

Before leaving the lovely village 
of Whiting Bay, be sure to stop for 
a quick refreshment break at Most 
at Eden Lodge. It is a family run 
bar and restaurant where attentive 
hosts, Stewart and Morag, look 
forward to welcoming you with 
tantelising treats for your tastebuds.
Continuing around the island, 

Lagg Distillery and Visitor Centre 
is our next stop. They will be open 
as usual on Friday and Saturday 
November 19 and 20, from 10am to 
4.30pm, and they will also be open 
for a special late night shopping 
experience between 6pm and 
8.30pm. And they will also host 
a whisky tasting event on the 
evening of Saturday November 20, 
exclusively for Shop Arran.

The Visitor Centre shop will be brim-
ming with Christmas gift ideas, from 
whiskies to local art and giftware, 
and they will be offering a special 10 
per cent discount on all stock - 
except that of local artists.
Their exclusive late-night 

whisky tasting event will be 
held in the Shieling Bistro. 
For just 
£ 2 0 
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CHRISTMAS 
SHOP ARRAN 

WEEKEND
Friday 19th -

Sunday 21st Nov 2021

OPEN:
TUESDAY TO SATURDAY 

10:30-16:30

Not everything is brand new but always new 
to you.

Follow us on FB and Instagram for more info.

new 

info.

OPEN 7 Days a week 
10am - 5pm 
01770 700250 

 

 
Arran’s largest 

art gallery 
Exhibiting work from 
local artists and those 
from further afield, the 
gallery offers a stunning 
selection of original art, 
prints, jewellery and 
glasswork to suit every 
budget. 

Shore Road, Whiting Bay                  www.arranartgallery.com 

guests can enjoy a light supper and 
tutored tasting of four whiskies and 

the Lagg New Make spirit. The 
whisky tasting is from 7pm to 

8pm and is limited to 20 guests, 
so please contact them on 

01770 870 565 or 
bookings@lag-

gwhisky.com 
to reserve a 
place.
F u r t h e r 

details about all of 
the events over 

the Shop 

Arran weekend can be found at www.
laggwhisky.com.  
Their sister distillery, Lochranza 

Distillery and Visitor Centre, will be 
open all weekend during the Shop 
Arran  event. The shop and take-
away coffee bar will also be open all 
weekend from 10am until 4.30pm and 
will be offering a 10 per cent discount 
on all products in the shop and take-
away coffee bar. Go along and join 
in the festivities while ticking off your 
Christmas present to-do list nice and 
early. The shop will have an array 
of whisky bottlings and Lochranza 
branded gift items to suit all tastes, 
as well as some specially selected 
Christmas gift ideas. Visit their web-
site at www.arranwhisky.com for full 
details of their Shop Arran weekend. 
Continuing around the island to 

Machrie, you will find the Old Byre 
Showroom and the Shoe Bothy, 
sister shops to the Byre at Brodick. 
At all of these shops you will find 
Christmas gift inspiration and you 
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may be surprised how much choice 
can be found there. There’s a great 
range of stocking fillers like bamboo 
socks, bobble hats, gloves, scarves, 
purses and wallets. For something 
a bit more special, there’s a beau-
tiful choice of sustainable knitwear 
and ethical clothing, Didrikson’s 
weatherproof jackets (PFC free), UK 
woollen throws and sheepskin rugs.
The Shoe Bothy offers waterproof 

walking boots, made with sympa-
tex, an environmentally friendly 
type of gortex, wellies, Dubarry 
boots, casual and dressy boots, 
shoes, trainers, Birkenstocks and 
slippers. 

If you’re not already in the Old 
Byre Showroom, the Shoe Bothy 
and Byre at Brodick’s shop local 
loyalty scheme why not sign up 
and get 10 per cent off everything 
during Shop Arran weekend and 
gain points towards vouchers 
throughout the year.
Further round from Lagg, as 

we enter Blackwaterfoot, you will 
discover meaty treats for carnivores. 
At the Arran Butcher you will find 
everything meat related, and more, 
and be sure to order your turkey 
with all the trimmings before 
Friday December 3.

Returning to near our starting 
p o i n t 
w e 
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reach Cladach, where 
we find Cladach Beach 
House, home of Arran 

Botanical drinks. Call 
in and visit them for 

plenty of samples, 
cocktails and gift 

shopping over 
the Shop Arran 

w e e k e n d . 
There are 

lots of 

new gifts in, from beer gift 
boxes to cocktail kits. In ad-
dition, you can try tasters of 
their gin and cassis and great 
special offers on the cocktail 
menu to be enjoyed on the 
beach or inside at the fire.

For anyone looking for the 
newly released Clyde Island 
Box set in partnership with 
Bute and Cumbrae, they have 
plenty of these in stock, as well 
as their own new Christmas 
gin and cassis gift bag.
They will also be hosting 
Sparshotts’ of Seagate with 

beer samples on offer 
and a pop-up art stall 
from Catherine Rose 

Muralworks, to com-
plete your Christmas 

shopping experience.
 Just across the 
road you will 

find A Touch of 
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For anyone looking for the 
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plenty of these in stock, as well 
as their own new Christmas 
gin and cassis gift bag.
They will also be hosting 
Sparshotts’ of Seagate with 

beer samples on offer 
and a pop-up art stall 
from Catherine Rose 

Muralworks, to com-
plete your Christmas 

shopping experience.
 Just across the 
road you will 

find 
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Enchantment. This treasure 
trove of delights is owned 
by lifelong lovers of Arran, 
Janette and Mark, and this 
shows in their product range. 
The shop is packed with 
gifts themed around Arran, 
from fossilised dinosaur poo, 
clothing and homewares, to 
exclusive paint by numbers 
kits. They also have a pick 
and stick area which allows 
shoppers to design their 
own craft projects, as well 
as their own brand of faerie 
door craft kits which are 
delightfully detailed. The 
cornucopia of boxed games, 
jigsaws, magical incense 
and burners, the conqueror 
collection of Goatfell sou-
venirs, not to mention their 
supply of Arran ice-cream, 
means there is truly some-
thing for everyone there.

Nearby, at the Saltwater 

Gallery is the working 
studio of seascape artist 
Senja Brendon, which 
includes a gallery 
of sea and 
Arran inspired 
original art, 
limited edi-
tion print 
and gifts. 
A new col-
lection of 
paint ings, 
glass, ce-
ramics, jew-
ellery and 
handcrafted 
gifts for every 
budget will be on 
display. The fully 
renovated studio 
and gallery provides 
visitors with contem-
porary art which draws 
inspiration from the sea and 
coastal life, meaning there is 
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more than a nod to the marine 
e n v i - ronment on show. Full 
winter opening hours can be found 
on their website at www.saltwater-
gallery.co.uk and Senja can also be 
contacted on 01770307331.
Also at Cladach you will find 

Cladach Sawmill and Garden 
Centre where you will find a large 
selection of garden essentials and 
Christmas decorations.

Just a bit further down the road, at 
the Home farm, a warm festive wel-
come awaits from the Arran Coffee 
Company.This newly established 
business is hosting their first Shop 
Arran weekend and the store is 
packed with Christmas goodies for 
all lovers of fine coffee and coffee 
products.. 

Back in Brodick, the ladies at 
Red Door have a great selection of 

gift ideas for t h e whole family, 
all carefully select- ed and availa-
ble behind one little red door. There 
are stunning new cashmere blend 
scarves, with matching gloves for 
a touch of luxury, gents scarves, 
wallets and gloves for those hard 
to buy for men of the family. Also, 
there is a huge selection of beautiful 
children’s goodies, from a wooden 
doctors kit, milk bottle baking kits, to 
a vast array of activity books. Not to 

mention all of the exquisite jewellery, 
handbags, Christmas decorations, 
candles and more, including gifts for 
the dog. You are almost guaranteed 
to find something special behind the 
red door. They can be contacted on 
01770 303549.

Round the corner Brodick Bar 
are all looking forward to a truly 
merry Christmas with Festive lunch 
and evening menus available from 
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Tuesday December 7.
Back along the front Crofters 

Larder works in collaboration 
with Crofters Arran to provide 
the food element to the Crofters 
brand. Covering everything from 
cured meats to preserves and 
sauces, Crofters Larder specialis-
es in enhancing simple, authentic, 
locally grown and sustainably 
foraged ingredients from Arran. 
Meals are available for sit in and 
take away from Crofters, Brodick. 
Further down the road, Ad Astra 

Jewellery and Gifts, sells unique 
designer jewellery, both silver, de-
signer and fashion jewellery. They 
are official stockists for  Ad Astra, 
Andrew McCallum Jewellery, 
Arran Bay, Elements Silver, 
Heather Gems, Ortak, Miss Dee, 
Mithril, Orli, The Wee Gem Shop, 
Tribal Steel and Zilver Designs. 
Ad Astra also stock a selection of 
gifts from Arran Sense of Scotland, 
Leather Guild, Arran Graphics, 

Amanda Clark Art Cards, Keli 
Clark Art Cards and Prints, 
Susie Thompson Ceramics, 
Jamie Milligan Photography, 
and many more. With 10 
per cent off everything for 
the Shop Arran weekend Ad 
Astra Jewellery and Gifts are 
well worth a visit. They can 
also be found online at www.
adastrajewellery.co.uk

Right next door, The Arran 
Gift Box specialise in 
all things Arran with 
a range designed 
to suit all pockets. 
They are a must for 
any Arran lover. 
They specialise 
in  great local-
ly-sourced gift 
ideas with 
a wide 
selec-
tion 
o f 
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Cozy festive shopping at the beach! 

Fireside tasting sessions 

Festive cocktails & bonfires

Christmas shop with boozy goodies

NEW COLLABORATION with Bute  &
Cumbrae gins, bringing you a 20cl gin 3-
pack of Arran Bute and Cumbrae: the A,B,C
Clyde Islands

...All your Christmas gifts are here!
 

All starts with Shop Arran Weekend , Fri 19th Nov
Shop Local…with a cocktail…at the beach!   
Open until 23rd Dec

Simply fi ll in the coupon below with your special 
festive message and send it to:-

THE ARRAN BANNER, BRODICK, ISLE OF ARRAN KA27 8AJ
phone in your message on 01770 302142 or email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk

ONLY £21 (inc. VAT.) OPTIONS A,B OR C.
PAY BY CHEQUE / PO or Phone in your message quoting your Master Card/Visa Number

Deadline Monday 6th December. To appear Friday 10th December

20 words maximum  PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY 

*NAME .......................................................................................
ADDRESS .................................................................................
...................................................................................................
.......................................... Tel ...................................................

A B C
PLEASE TICK A BOX FOR THE
TEMPLATE YOU WISH TO USE.

*(NOT FOR PUBLICATION)

A

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives 
friends & neighbours 

from 
John Smith, Brodick

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
Published on 10th December

SEND A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO FRIENDS FOR JUST £21

B

SEASONS GREETINGS

to all my relatives 
friends & neighbours 

from 
John Smith, Brodick

C

John and Jane 
Smith, Brodick

would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 
& neighbours a merry 

Christmas

MESSAGE 20 words maximum OT/LT



Scottish gift baskets all 
sourced on the island. From 
their best-selling Arran Cheese 
hampers, with Arran foods, 
to premium Scottish whisky 
hampers and hampers con-
taining luxury Arran skincare, 
their range of gifts can suit any 
occasion and recipient. Their 
Scottish food hamper comes 
in three sizes, the Wee Arran 
Gift Box, the Original Arran Gift 
Box and the Deluxe Arran Gift 
Box, so you can always find 
the ideal authentic Scottish 
gift. A number of choices and 
options can be explored on 
their website at www.thearran-
giftbox.com.
Just a little bit further down 

the road, Arran Active, in 
the centre of Brodick, has an 
extensive range of gift ideas, 
from the useful and functional 
to gin and whisky. If you want 
to treat a loved one to a cosy 
down jacket that will last for 

years, they 
have a great 
s e l e c t i o n 
from the likes 
of Rab, Montane 
and Mountain 
Equipment. Or if they 
work outdoors, or in the 
garden, there’s always 
warm socks, gloves, ther-
mal base layers or a new 
fairly-traded hat. And they will 
definitely have something 
for the awkward-to-buy-for 
man in your family, such 
as check shirts, flasks 
or headtorches. And 
they have Arran gifts 
too, hoodies and tees, 
calendars, jigsaws and 
much more besides. They 
also stock a wide range of toys, 
books and puzzles for children. 
Their range of offerings can be 
found online online at www.
arranactive.co.uk, either 
to click and collect in 
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person or to have delivered to 
your home.

Arran Graphics will be hold-
ing a pop-up shop in Arran 
Active to help support three 
S5 students for a post-exam 
trip to the USA. The range 

of I Love Arran products 
will be widely available 

next season but 
they are being 
launched earlier 
for the Shop 

Arran weekend. 
Louis, Carter and 

Cameron are busy 
learning how to produce, pack 

and label goods, as well working 
out profit percentages and how to 
sell online. There’s a wide selec-
tion of very handy, and very Arran, 
gifts for sale. They will be at Arran 
Active on Saturday and Sunday of 

the Shop Arran weekend.
A few metres away, 

Driftwood strives to cap-

ture the essence of Christmas, 
and you are certain to find a wide 
selection of tempting gifts for 
friends and family. Driftwood has 
a knack for stocking only carefully 
selected items that are stylish 
and charming, just like the shop 
itself. As well as their collection of 
Christmas decorations and pres-
ent ideas, they also have lanterns 
and candle holders, lamps and 
mirrors, clocks and cosy throws 
and they are proud stockists of 
local products: Arran prints by 
Catriona Tod; Jewellery by Ailsa 
McNicol. They also have a huge 
selection of Jellycat soft lovelies 
and Peppermint Grove candles 
and diffusers. Driftwood offers 
something for everyone. And as 
a thank you for supporting them 
they are offering 10 per cent off 
everything in stock, including 
Ailsa McNicol jewellery, this Shop 
Arran weekend. Driftwood can be 
reached on 01770 303970.
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Next door to them, at the Taste Of Arran Shop 
and Mini Golf, visitiors can find products from 
The Island Cheese Company, Arran Provisions, 
Wooleys, Handmade Arran Tablet and Arran 
Ice Cream. They also stock Joules products for 
ladies and babies, Isle of Arran sweatshirts, and 
a large selection of pocket money toys, games 
and souvenirs. During Shop Arran weekend 
they are offering 10 per cent off selected items.

Little Rock, again, right next door, is a 
perfect place to take a break and enjoy 
some delicious food, served in scenic 

surrounding by 
friendly staff. 
Not only do they 
serve delicious 

food at 

reasonable prices but they also do take-away 
meals and have a small but well stocked deli too.
And, as we make our way back to where we 

started, we take a final stop at the Douglas 
Centre in Brodick where Claws by Anna can 
now be found at Priscilla Helie Hair Salon on 
Thursdays and Fridays, mobile every other day. 

Finally, if you still can’t find something suita-
ble from all of the suggestions above there is 
always the ArranCard, a great idea instigated 
by VisitArran. This pre-paid Mastercard-based 
gift card is accepted at around 60 businesses 
on Arran, including for accommodation, food 
and drink, activity and retail organisations. You 
can order them online at www.arrancard.com 
where you can see where to spend it and where 
you can also easily check your balance. The 

ArranCard is now available digitally 
on your phone as part of the Town 

and City Gift Card Scheme.
So if you’re looking for an 

Arran gift, why not consider an 
ArranCard? This is a sure-fire way 
of supporting island businesses 
whilst also offering a choice to the 
recipient! 

� e Arran Banner
Friday 19 October 202124  FEATURE



�e Arran Banner
Friday 19 November 2021 REMEMBRANCE  25

Pipers from across Arran played at services 
around the island on Remembrance Sunday.

Following a tradition started in 2018, 
marking 100 years since the end of the Great 
War, Arran Pipe Band pipers played in remem-
brance of lost pipers, as well as the many 
others, who sacri�ced their lives in the war.

In Whiting Bay, the acting minister did not 
want a pipe. 

Instead piper Beverley Scott performed in 
front of Bay Stores in the village where 91-year-
old Anna Taylor gave a poignant reading of the 
poem �ey Shall Not Grow Old.

At remembrance services all across the 
country, pipers play the traditional Scottish 
lament, When the Battle’s O’er, following the 
observance of two minutes’ silence.

It is estimated around 1,000 pipers died in 
World War I. Pipers played for the troops as 
they marched into battle to li� their spirits and 
to drown out the sounds of the battle. 

Unfortunately, pipers were targeted for these 
reasons and mortality rates among pipers were 
exceptionally high.

Pipers play around Arran 
for peace and remembrance 

Nurse Jo Earle takes a break from administer-
ing Covid booster injections to play her pipes 
outside Arran High School. Malcolm Wheeler played at the war memorial in Corrie. Piper Ali Hume performed at the war memorial in Brodick. 

Ninety-one-year-old Anna Taylor reads the 
poignant poem They Shall Not Grow Old. 

Patrick Scott played at the clearances 
monument in Lamlash. 

Beverley Scott performs outside Bay Stores 
in Whiting Bay. 

THE NEW APP FROM 
CASK & STILL MAGAZINE

#ScottishWhiskyTrail

DOWNLOAD OUR FREE APP TODAYDOWNLOAD OUR FREE APP TODAY
START EXPLORING!

TRAILS
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Brodick Hall was recently teeming with toys of all shapes and 
sizes when  Brodick Nursery held an eco toy sale.

All the toys had been donated to help raise funds for the early 
years’ group and the sale did a roaring trade as one child’s dis-
carded toys were recycled to delighted new owners. Teas, co�ee 
and home-baking was also available and there was a tombola and 
a ra�e.

Any toys not sold on the day will be given to Santa’s Sparkle and 
the ArCaS charity shop.

Isle of Arran Distillers has 
appointed Stewart Bowman 
to head up the Lochranza 
distillery team.

Stewart will be taking 
over the reins from David 
Livingstone who le� the 
company in September to 
return to Islay, having guided 
the distillery and visitor 
centre through the many 
challenges posed by the Covid 
pandemic.

Stewart was previously 
site operations manager at 
Brora distillery, as well as 
working in production at the 
Cragganmore distillery.

Prior to this, he was head 
brewer at BrewDog for eight 
years.

His impressive background 
in the industry will bring 
expertise and knowledge 
to the Lochranza distillery 
manager role.

Director of operations and 
production for Lagg and 

Lochranza Distilleries James 
MacTaggart said: ‘We’re all 
very excited to be welcoming 
Stewart to our wonderful 
company.

‘His experience, passion and 
understanding of the industry 
will no doubt be a huge asset 
as we look to the future with 
Lochranza Distillery.

‘�is is a very exciting time 
for Isle of Arran Distillers 
and we are so happy to be 
welcoming visitors back to 
our distilleries a�er what has 
been a challenging period for 
the industry. With Stewart on 
board we are thrilled to get 
going with what promises to 
be a very exciting time for the 
company.’

Production began at Arran’s 
�rst distillery in Lochranza 
almost 25 years ago, with the 
second at Lagg opening in 
2019, where a unique style of 
peated single malt is being 
made.

The November meeting of Shiskine Women’s 
Institute was attended by 27 ladies including 
three visitors and a new member.

The guest speaker was Dr Alastair Grassie, 
who entertained everyone with amusing 
anecdotes of his life as a GP on Arran.

This month’s competition, a homemade 
quiche, and the exhibition, an old or home-
made remedy, were both won by Elizabeth 
Kelso. The ra�e prize was won by Elizabeth 
Ross. 

The next meeting will be held on Wednes-
day December 1 at Shiskine Clubhouse at 
7.30pm.

It will be a games evening and there will be 
a festive supper made by the committee to 
tempt the taste buds.

The competition is a homemade Christmas 
table decoration and the exhibition is the best 
wrapped parcel, to the value of £5, money to 
CHAS.                                                                          

Carole Stewart.

Arran Saltire Society has made 
a welcome return and will host 
its �rst meeting of the season 
next week.

Scheduled for Wednesday 
November 24 at Ormidale 
Pavilion, Brodick, at 7.30pm, 
the subject of the talk by 
John Andrews will be Talwin 
Morris and the Glasgow Style.

Morris, who moved to 

Glasgow in 1893, worked for 
Blackies, the famous publish-
ers, and is today known mostly 
for his book designs during the 
arts and cra�s era.

Collection
Mr Andrews has amassed 

an impressive collection of 
books with covers designed 
by Talwin Morris and he will 
bring some of them with him 

as part of his talk. �e Arran 
branch of the Saltire Society 
aims to promote and celebrate 
the culture and heritage of 
Scotland.

Its meetings are non-political 
and are open to everyone. 

Anyone with an interest in 
Arran Saltire Society, or the 
talk by Mr Andrews, is invited 
to attend the meeting.

Lochranza Distillery 
welcomes new boss

New Lochranza distillery manager Stewart Bowman. 

GP anecdotes entertain at Shiskine SWISaltire Society meetings to resume

Brodick Nursery 
holds eco toy sale

Folk take their chance at the tombola stall. 01_B47toy03

A delighted young boy chooses a toy. 01_B47toy05

Toys galore at the eco toy sale. 01_B47toy04

Kellen Craig looks after one of the stalls. 01_B47toy02

The toy sale does a roaring trade. 01_B47toy01
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An Arran Junior Rugby Club 
(AJRC) drive to develop youth 
rugby on Arran is picking up 
the pace, backed by a dedicated 
team of rugby coaches who 
are committed to providing 
training for island youngsters.

Children from P3 to P7, 
and seniors from S1 upwards, 
have been enjoying evening 
coaching lessons led by Frazer 
Barr, Stuart McMaster, Reece 
Currie, Lucas Henderson, 
Martin Ross and Alan 
McGrath.

� e experienced coaching 
team have been hosting up to 
20 children per session with 
the club hoping to develop an 
Arran side in a few years.

� e junior rugby club has 
been going for a number of 
years. However, with the re-
newed interest and increasing 
numbers taking part, the club 
is increasingly optimistic 
about the future of rugby on 
Arran.

Lessons, which are open to 
all children on Arran, take 
place at Ormidale Park on a 
Monday evening between 6pm 
and 7pm for P3 to P7 pupils, 
and on a Tuesday evening, 
between 7pm and 8pm, for S1 
to senior pupils.

Coach Frazer Barr said: 
‘Rugby is an ideal sport for 
young people to enjoy.

‘As well as learning new 
skills, it provides children with 
exercise, fresh air and mental 
health and physical bene� ts.

‘Anyone interested is invited 
to attend our fun and friendly 
sessions and, who knows, pos-
sibly in two to three years’ time 
we may develop a senior team.’

Further information about 
Arran Junior Rugby Club can 
be found on its Facebook page.

Arran rugby steps up with 
youth development moves

Words and photos
by Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Words and photos
by Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Arran Junior Rugby Club coaches and players at the P3 to P7 practise on Monday evening. 
01_B46rugby01

Coaches keep a watchful eye on the players and provide 
useful tips and tricks. 01_B46rugby04

A young boy perfects his cross body passing technique. 
01_B46rugby05

Left: A young player learns 
about sympathetic passing. 
01_B46rugby02

Right: Junior rugby 
players receive coaching 

at the Ormidale astroturf. 
01_B46rugby06

Players practise their catching skills. 01_B46rugby03
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A cadet salutes the war memorial after wreaths were laid during the Remembrance Day service in Brodick. 01_B47tyaYAAB03

Jack McConnell, First 
Minister elect of Scotland 
with his father Willie, 
mother Elizabeth and 
Calum, one of his two 
brothers. Mr McConnell, 
who was brought up on 
Glenscorrodale Farm on the 
Ross Road, will take over the 
reigns as Scotland’s most 
senior politician next week. 
01_B47tyaYAAB02

The LR5 mini-sub is launched in Lamlash Bay during train-
ing. The vessel is unique in the UK and its civilian operators 
are contracted by the MOD to maintain and operate it on an 
escape and rescue basis for the Navy. 01_B47tyaYAAB06

A familiar site since before the war, the Kiscadale Hotel in 
Whiting Bay, during demolition. A small number of houses 
will be built on the site. 01_B47tyaYAAB01

Terminal supervisor Sandra Stavely shows minister Lewis 
Macdonald and MP Brian Wilson round the new Ardrossan 
terminal building. In use for some months now, it was 
o�cially opened last Monday. 01_B47tyaYAAB04

Right: Lamlash Primary 
School pupils listen to 
raconteur Paraig Macneil 
who told tales of past times 
in the Gaidhealtachd - Gaelic 
speaking part of Scotland. 
Paraig is the bard of the Clan 
Gregor and was dressed 
in old highland garb. 
01_B47tyaYAAB05

CONTACTUS
EMAIL US AT 
email us at editor@arranbanner.co.uk 
T E L E P H O N E  
01770 302142
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An unlikely ensemble, pairing 
classical saxophone and a 
string quartet, will perform 
at two Arran venues next 
month as part of their west of 
Scotland tour.

Known by the name An 
Atypical Romance, the touring 
group is made up of the Resol 
String Quartet and Richard 
Schol� eld on saxophone.

� e Resol String Quartet 
formed in autumn 2018 at 
the Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland and has gone on to 
win � rst prize in the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland 
Mabel Glover String Quartet 
competition.

Richard is a 2020 City Music 
Foundation artist and was 
recently awarded a distinc-
tion in the 2021 Tunbridge 
Wells International Music 
competition.

During its visit to Arran, 
the group will perform new 
arrangements of music by 

Sibelius, Webern, Vaughan 
Williams, Chopin and Grant 
Still. Each piece tells a di� erent 
story of love and human con-
nection - whether in passion-
ate romance, platonic devotion 
or patriotic fervour. � ese 
works and the stories they tell 
will be heard in a new light in 
the performances, with new, 
specially-arranged settings 
for solo saxophone and string 
quartet.

In addition to the two Arran 
performances, the group is 
taking its concert programme 
to Glasgow, Oban and Islay, 
alongside educational work-
shops and performances in 
schools.

� e � rst of the two Arran 
performances will take place 
at Brodick Church on Friday 
December 10, at 7.30pm, and 
the second at St Brides Church, 
Lochranza, the following day 
at 1pm. Entry at both events 
will be by donation.

Richard 
Schol� eld 
provides the 
saxophone 
element to 
An Atypical 
Romance. 
Photograph: Benjamin 

Elovega. 

Resol String Quartet.

Saxaphone and 
string quartet 
combine to form An 
Atypical Romance

Every Day
Arran Brewery, Shop Open – Monday to Saturday 10am – 4.30pm, 
Sunday, 12noon - 4pm 
Brodick Castle  & Gardens Brodick, Open daily, 10am – 5pm (last 
entry 4.30pm)
Brodick Mini Golf, Open seven days, 10am - 5pm-ish, ALL weather   
COAST Discovery Centre, Lamlash, Open Thursday - Saturday, 11am 
– 3pm 
Lamlash Putting Green, Open daily, 10am - 4pm
Lamlash Tennis Courts, Open All hours
Trout Fly Fishing, Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Whiting Bay Bowling Club, Open to book call 01770 700636

Friday 19th November
SHOP ARRAN, Various shops around the island, from 9am

Saturday 20th November
SHOP ARRAN, Various shops around the island, from 9am
Christmas Shopping Event, Saltwater Gallery, Cladach, 10am - 5pm
Eco Savvy Community Shop, Whiting Bay, 10.30am – 4.30pm
Craft Fair & Snacks, Lochranza Centre CIC, Lochranza, 11am – 3pm
Lochranza & Catacol Community Ass., Public Meeting, Lochranza 
Village Hall, 11am
RNLI Shop – Open,  Lamlash Pier,  2pm - 4pm
Rink Games, Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 2pm
Open Session,  Crofters’ Bar and Bistro, 3pm – 5pm
Live Music,  Crofters’ Bar and Bistro, from 9pm

Sunday 21st November
SHOP ARRAN, Various shops around the island, from 9am
Christmas Shopping Event, Saltwater Gallery, Cladach, 10am – 5pm
Arran Chess Club – new members welcome, Crofters’, Brodick, 
10.30am
COAST Discovery Centre, Lamlash, Open,  11am – 3pm 
RNLI Shop – Open,  Lamlash Pier,  2pm – 4pm
What’s Happening On Arran, http://www.arranmedia.co.uk, 4pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting, Brodick Church Hall, 5pm – 6.30pm

Monday 22nd November
JogScotlandArran@gmail.com, Whiting Bay, Venue varies, 5.30pm
K.A. Leisure, Lamlash, 6pm - 10pm
Arran Rugby Training, Juniors and Seniors, Ormidale Park, 7pm - 
8pm

Tuesday 23rd November
Healthy Outdoor Team, Brodick Castle,  10am – 1pm
Stroll with it Arran!, Bus shelter opposite Kinloch Hotel, 

Blackwaterfoot, 11.15am
Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting, Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Rink Games, Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 1.30pm
Junior Hockey, P1 - S3 (age 5 to14 yrs), Ormidale Pavillion, Brodick, 
6pm – 7pm
Bible Meetings, Shiskine Village Hall, Shiskine, 7.30pm - 8.30pm
K.A. Leisure, Lamlash, 6pm – 10pm
Pop Music Quiz, suits all ages, Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Wednesday 24th November
Coff ee Morning, All Welcome, Brodick Church Hall, Brodick, 10.30am 
- 12noon
Hydrofi t, Auchrannie Resort, 10.30am – 11.15am
Eco Savvy Community Shop, Whiting Bay, 10.30am – 1.30pm
Archives and Genealogy services, Arran Heritage Museum, 10.30am 
-12.30pm & 1.30pm to 3.30pm.
Arran Well-Being Cafe, Lamlash Church Hall, Lamlash, 2pm -4pm
Arran Pace Makers  please check Facebook @arranpacemakers, 
Venue varies,5.30pm
K.A. Leisure, Lamlash, 6pm – 10pm
Rock and Pop Bingo, Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Thursday 25th November
Saltwater Gallery, Cladach, 10am - 5pm
Eco Savvy Community Shop, Whiting Bay, 10.30am – 4.30pm
Arran Cancer Support Group, Banner Lodge (left of Heather Lodge), 
Brodick, 2pm
K.A. Leisure, Lamlash, 6pm – 10pm
Senior Hockey (12+), Ormidale Astro Pitch, 7pm – 8.30pm
Quiz – General Knowledge, Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Friday 26th November
Saltwater Gallery, Cladach, 10am - 5pm
Eco Savvy Community Shop, Whiting Bay, 10.30am – 4.30pm
K.A. Leisure, Lamlash, 6pm – 10pm
Live Music Crofters’ Bar and Bistro, from 9pm

Saturday 27th November
SANTA’S SPARKLE, Arran High School, Lamlash from 11am
SANTA ARRIVES, LAMLASH PIER,  12 NOON
Saltwater Gallery, Cladach, 10am - 5pm
Eco Savvy Community Shop, Whiting Bay, 10.30am – 4.30pm
RNLI Shop – Open,  Lamlash Pier,  2pm - 4pm
Rink Games, Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 2pm
Open Session,  Crofters’ Bar and Bistro, 3pm – 5pm
Fireworks and Santa’s Sparkle Finale, Lamlash Green, 4.45pm
Live Music,  Crofters’ Bar and Bistro, from 9pm

What’s on
www.arranbrewery.co.uk

in association with Isle of Arran Brewery

TOURS AND TASTINGS BY APPOINTMENT

Brewery Dug
The Isle of Arran Brewery’s Brewery Dug is the 
brewery’s American Style IPA, with the label featuring 
Helga, the friendly boxer owned by 2 of the brewery staff. 
A dry hopped beer with strong citrus f lavours, 
a great beer for sipping in the garden on a warm day.
The beer is available throughout the island in bottles, 
including at the brewery shop at Cladach, Brodick.
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Together we are Trusted to Serve Scotland.
Scottish Water has an exciting opportunity for a self-motivated, � exible, 
individual to join our Customer Service Delivery Team on Isle of Arran as a 
Multi-functional Operative.

Role Summary
In this role you will work as part of an experienced team who are responsible for ensuring 
that we meet our responsibilities in protecting water quality and the environment. You 
will monitor and maintain processes within the Water Treatment Works and Wastewater 
Treatment as well as on the associated networks.  Ensuring that all relevant recording and 
reporting is completed. You will also operate and adjust processes in response to the results 
of samples and tests undertaken and ensure regular maintenance is undertaken to enable 
optimum operation of the site. Being part of a team carrying out planned maintenance.

To be successful in this role you will:
• Have good verbal and written communication skills.

• Be con� dent to work on your own, taking responsibility for ensuring regular tasks are 
carried out in a timely and e�  cient way.

• Have a strong attention to detail with the ability to accurately record information and 
to spot changes in monitoring records which may need addressed.

• Have strong problem-solving skills and a dedication to � nd a solution to any issues that 
arise within the site.

• Have experience or an understanding of working within a strong Health & Safety 
culture to ensure that all Health and Safety policies and procedures are adhered to.

• Be a quick learner, with the ability to use new computer systems and on-line learning 
modules which are essential to the role.

• Ability to make decisions based on analysis of information within a very fast paced, 
regulatory environment.

• Experience of engaging key stakeholders (internal & external) to achieve positive 
outcomes

• In depth water operational experience and understanding of Scottish Water processes 
and practices preferred. 

• Understanding of the legislative and regulatory environment within which Scottish 
Water operates.

• Be a strong team player, who can work well with others to achieve common goals.

You will be required to work in a challenging physical environment where you are routinely 
exposed to adverse conditions such as dirt, water and odours. You will be frequently 
exposed to controlled hazards such as chemicals and work in con� ned spaces. Full training 
and protection will be provided to enable you work in this environment.

The successful candidate must have a full current licence and participate in an out of hour’s 
standby rota (1 in 5).

Salary Range (dependent on skills and experience) - £19,105 - £27,650

The closing date for applications is 3rd December 2021
Do you have any Assistive Support Requirements? If we can support you further at any point 
during your application to Scottish Water, then please let us know by emailing:
SWRecruitment@scottishwater.co.uk

We're passionate about developing and retaining the best people at Scottish Water. Our 
people make a real di� erence to the lives of the people and communities in Scotland who 
rely on the vital services we provide. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND  

CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be examined 
at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
Comments should be made online at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk by 10.12.21. 
Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1)

21/01072/PP; Isle Of Arran Gin Co Ltd, Cladach, Brodick, Ayrshire; Change of use to 
mixed Class 4 (Light Industry), Class 1 (Retail), Class 3 (Food and Drink) and hospitality 
venue use.
21/01055/PP; Woodside Farm, Kildonan, Brodick, Ayrshire; Erection of polytunnel 
(retrospective).

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications for development within a Conservation Area. Written comments to be 
made within 21 days.
21/00956/PP; Maybank, Corrie, Brodick, Ayrshire; Erection of timber summer house 
on private garden area adjacent to seashore.
21/00998/PP; Johnstons Marine Stores, The Old Pier, Lamlash, Brodick; Erection of 
building comprising of shop, workshop and residential use on upper level including 
demolition of existing structure.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND BUILDINGS 
IN CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 1987

Applications for Conservation Area Consent. Written comments to be made within 
21 days.
21/00997/CAC; Johnstons Marine Stores, The Old Pier, Lamlash, Brodick; Demolition 
of single storey shop and workshop buildings to facilitate the 
redevelopment of the land.

Craig Hatton
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

PUBLIC NOTICESRECRUITMENT

Patricia Gibson MP will hold an advice 
surgery on Saturday 20th November at:

No 
appointment 
necessary

To contact Patricia outside this time, 
please do so at:  01294 603774

Brodick Hall                10:30-11:30

Patricia Gibson MP

Email: patricia.gibson.mp@parliament.uk  web: www.patriciagibson.org
     Facebook: Patricia Gibson MP        @PGibsonSNP 
Parliamentary Office: 78 Princes Street, Ardrossan, KA22 8DF
     Facebook: Patricia Gibson MP        @PGibsonSNP      Facebook: Patricia Gibson MP        @PGibsonSNP 

Sponsored by NFU Mutual 
Cambeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite 
on 01586 552 428 for your 
insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

Sponsored by NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 for your
insurance needs

TRADE CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE
Pine two drawer 
� ling cabinet, hanging � les 
included - £20
Two Ikea bedside tables, 
currently stained red but 
suitable for any paint � nish, 
£20 for the pair.
Please call John on 01770 
600245

FREE TO UPLIFT
Free Logs – help yourself 
from Douglas Lodge, 
Brodick.

WANTED VINYL 
RECORDS
Good and accurate prices 
paid for well looked a� er 
records. No classical or easy 
listening. All other genres 
considered. Free valuations 
and brokerage
Contact Jamie on 
07983624634
Or 01770600969

PRIVATE 
SALES

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com

arranbanner
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playing non-stop for the 70 
minutes.

From the � rst whistle, the 
GHK players showed that they 
had been training hard since 
May when restrictions li� ed.

With consistent pressure on 
Arran’s new defensive line-up, 
the host team took the score to 
3-0 by half time.

However Arran came back 
with a hard fought � rst goal 
of the second half; a� er a 
strong pass out of defence by 
Lee to Jenny on the wing, who 
then � red it to coach Lorraine 
Hewie in the scoring ‘D’.

Arran got on the scoreboard 
as Lorraine skilfully dodged a 
defender and the goalie to get 
the ball over the line.

� e home team scored an-
other three goals by the � nal 
whistle but not without having 
to battle through Arran’s 
tenacious players who weren’t 
for giving up.

Arran’s new goalkeeper Suzi 
Haddow kept out so many 

more attacks on goal than went 
in and it was for this sterling 
e� ort that she was voted Dame 
of the Game.

‘It was fab to be back on the 
pitch again, even for such a 
tough � rst match. GHK have 
never been an ‘easy’ team,’ said 
Jenny.

‘� is was a great opportunity 
for our new team members to 
get a � avour of a proper match.

‘� ey all played a blinder and 
we are really looking forward 
to the next one.

‘A massive thanks to GHK 
for not only providing two 

umpires but also lending us 
some players.’

With everyone giving their 
all on the pitch, team spirit 
remained high despite the � nal 
score.

Wearing their new team 
shirts sponsored by Ian Kirsop 
of the PHT, the Arran Ladies 
will be back in Glasgow on 
Saturday November 27 to 
play Hillhead 4s at Jordanhill 
School.

Push-back time is booked 
for 2.15pm and all supporters 
and side line cheerers would be 
welcome and appreciated.
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Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday November 11, Yellow 
Medal: 1 John O’Sullivan 
87-28=59, 2 Alan Smith 77-
17=60. Magic twos Robbie 
McGunnigle @4th, Graeme 
Andrew @7th.

Sunday November 14, 
Glenburn Cup: 1 Hugh 
McLelland 82-21=61, 2 Derek 
Harrison 79-17=62, 3 Graeme 
Andrew 75-10=65. Best 
Scratch Dougie Macfarlane 69. 
Magic twos Hugh McLelland 
and Paul Cowan @16th, 
Iain Murchie @4th, Dougie 
Macfarlane @5th.

Fixtures: Sunday November 
21, winter friendly, Lamlash 
vs Whiting Bay at Lamlash 
10am start time. Thursday 
November 25, Yellow Medal, 
draw at 11am.

Whiting Bay Club
Sunday November 14, Winter 
Cup round two. Twelve played 
the full length of the course, 
� nding the collection of long 
par 3s to be even longer on 
a dreich autumn morning 
and on the whole scoring 
re� ected that with only Gus 
MacLeod beating par. 1 Gus 
MacLeod 15, 61, 2 Nicol Auld 4, 
65 and lowest gross, 3 Graeme 
Crichton 11, 69 acb. Magic 
twos, David Brookens @4th, 
Gavin Mainds @7th and Gus 
Macleod @11th.

Fixture: Sunday November 
21, friendly vs Lamlash at 
Lamlash. Draw at 10am and 
tee o�  by 10.30am.

Brodick Golf Club
Sunday November 14, 
Brandon Quali� er, 16 played: 
1 David Hendry 72-14=58 acb, 
2 Brian Allison 82-24=58 acb, 3 
Douglas Robertson 75-17=58. 
Scratch Alastair Dobson 70. 
Fixture: Sunday November 21, 
Winter Cup Stableford.

Machrie Bay  Club
Saturday November 13, 
Lochranza Hotel Cup: 1 
Brian Sherwood 37 BIH, 2 
John Pennycott 37, 3 Willie 
McNally 34. Fixture: Tuesday 
November 23, Winter Cup, tee 
o�  at noon.

Corrie Golf Club
Saturday November 13, 
18-hole medal: 1 A Smith 
74-16=58, 2 R McLean 
79-14=65, 3 W Paton 70-5=65.  
Fixtures: Saturday November 
20, 18-hole medal. Monday 
November 22, Monday Cup, 
ballot at noon.

Shiskine Golf Club
Thursday November 11, 
ladies' 18-hole medal: Silver: 
1 and scratch, Jenni Turnbull 
88-17=71, 2 Liz Kerr 89-15=74 
BIH; Bronze: 1 Carole Stewart 
100–23=77, 2 Elizabeth Kelso 
100-22=78. 

Arran players described it as a 
tough day at the o�  ce a� er be-
ing put to the sword by Craigie 
United on the weekend which 
resulted in a 7-2 defeat for the 
island side.

� e match, played at 
St Joseph’s Academy in 
Kilmarnock, saw Kieran Rae 
and Donald Park scoring but 
ultimately this was not enough 
to secure a victory against the 
opponents who seized every 
opportunity available to them.

Despite this disappointing 
result this now leaves Arran 
AFC level with Craigie United 
in joint third place in the 
Ayrshire Sunday Amateur 
Football Association Division 
1 table with 15 points each.

Both teams have played six 
games, with three home wins 
and two away wins, however, 
Craigie United have the slight-

ly better goal di� erence.
� e next � xtures for Arran 

AFC will be on Sunday 
November 21 when they face 
Bobbys Bar, and the following 
Sunday November 28, when 
they face Glencairn.

Arran Ladies Hockey Club in their new PHT sponsored strips. 

GOLFArran AFC lose 
to on-form 
Craigie United

Above: Kieran Rae cele-
brates after scoring his goal 
against Craigie United; right,
the Arran keeper dives but 
is unsuccessful in blocking a 
Craigie United goal. 

Craigie United   7
Arran AFC 2

ASAFA League 

New players shine but � rst 
friendly proves tough game

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working 
together

There will be a streamed 
service fortnightly, this can 

be found on the three Church 
websites.

Sunday 21st November
Lochranza & Pirnmill 

Churches-
Service at Lochranza Church 

10.15am Morning worship
Shiskine Church 12noon. 

Morning worship.
Brodick Church 10.30am. 

Morning worship.
Corrie Church 12noon. 

Morning worship
The Food Bank continues 

from Brodick Church

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 

Church of Scotland
Charity Number: SC014005

Sunday 21st November
Worship will be conducted at 

10.30am.
Track and Trace still required.

All Welcome.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a 
fellowship to share”

Scotttish Charity SC015072
Sunday 21st November

In both churches; Sacrament 
of Communion

Kilmory at 10 am
Lamlash Church at 11.30 am
To comply with ‘Trace and 
Protect’ regulations, name 
and contact details will be 
asked for, on entering. We 

will be observing all socially 
distancing procedures.

All welcome

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(Part of the Worldwide 
Anglican Church)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 21st November

Christ the King
Sung Eucharist at 11 am.

Revd Canon Simon Mackenzie
ALL WELCOME

Coffee after service
We will observe SEC 

guidelines

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister - Rev. Vince Jennings

Tel: 01770 600222
www.arranbaptistchurch.org.

uk
Sunday 21st November

Services will be held in the 
Ormidale Sports Pavilion, 

Brodick at 11 am.
All welcome but current Covid 

restrictions are in place.
Sermons will be on our 

webpage following the Sunday.

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND 
(CONTINUING)

Sunday 21st November
Morning Service at 11am

Free Church Building, Alma 
Road, Brodick
All welcome

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Mass: Saturday 20th 
November 

Vigil at 5pm
Sunday 21st November - 

Morning at 11am

Booking for mass is essential. 
Please email peterdwilko@

gmail.com or telephone 600595 
to check availability and 

confirm your place.
Please be aware we are still 

maintaining social distancing 
and capacity remains restricted.

In accordance with Scottish 
Government requirements 

face coverings must be worn in 
church and NHS test and protect 

details will be kept.

BLESS O LORD THIS ISLE OF 
ARRAN

ST ROCH PATRON OF THE 
SICK PRAY FOR US

OUR LADY OF THE ISLES 
PRAY FOR US

ST COLUMBA PRAY FOR US

BIBLE MEETINGS
Tuesday 23rd November

Shiskine Village Hall, Shisline 
at 7.30pm - 8.30pm

Conducted by W Craigs and R 
Hughes

Contact 07756836670.
All are welcome to attend.

CHURCH NOTICES 

DEATHS
ADAMS - James
Died on 4th November aged 
61. Formerly of Arranton 
Place, Lamlash. Brother to 
Heather and John. Committal 
at Lamlash cemetery on 
Wednesday, 24th November 
at 12:00. All welcome. Family 
� owers only please.
WILSON – Isabella (Isa) 
Black.
Passed away peacefully at home 
in Brodick on 10 November 
2021, aged 94. Sister of the late 
Elizabeth and loving aunt to 
Iain and Morveen and great 
aunt Belle to Calum, Robbie, 
Claire, Nina, Leo and Molly. 
Graveside service at Brodick 

Old Cemetery on Friday 26th 
November at 12 noon. All 
welcome. Family � owers only.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
ROBERTS - Alexander
Alex’s family would like to 
thank all who came to the 
Church and Graveside, on such 
an awful day. We greatly ap-
preciate the support of Cards, 
� owers, letters and friendship 
shown over the last few weeks. 
Dad was able to stay at home 
due to the huge help from 
Doctors, Homecare, District 
Nurses, thank you. Lastly 
thanks to Brodick Golf Club 
for their excellent hospitality 
and Hendry funeral services.
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GHK 4s   6
Arran Ladies 1

Arran Ladies Hockey Club 
played their � rst West District 
hockey game in almost two 
years on Saturday November 
13 at the grounds of Glasgow 
High Kelvinside.

� ey were invited to a par-
ticipatory (non-competitive) 
game by the young ladies from 
GHK 4s when they had a late 
cancellation and a� er the 
planned match with Arran, 
two weeks ago, had fallen 
through.

On arrival, seeing that the 
Arran team had only nine 
players due to injury and a 
bout of severe tonsillitis, the 
host team o� ered two players 
of their own to even up the 
sides, as this was a non-com-
petitive, friendly match.

Arran Captain Jenny 
Crockett was happy to accept 
the o� er as it was a new and 
mostly inexperienced team 

that had managed to come 
over for the game.

Only � ve of the nine were 
regulars in the 2019 Arran 
Ladies team: Lorraine Hewie, 
Jenny Crockett, Susie Murchie, 
Isabella Reid and Annie 
McKelvie, but they were joined 
by enthusiastic new players 
Marie Craig, Suzi Haddow, 
Lynda Fenton and Lee Reid.

Arran Ladies really appreci-
ated the genuine e� ort of the 
young girls who joined the 
Arran team, as it was an ener-
getic game from start to � nish.
‘� ey were happy to have a 

solid 35 minutes on the pitch,' 
said the GHK 4s coach, as their 
teammates were being subbed 
on and o�  the pitch every 5-10 
minutes due to there being so 
many of them wanting to play.

� is also meant that the 
home team had plenty of fresh 
legs throughout the game, 
with all the Arran Ladies 

Continued on page 31

New players shine but fi rst 
friendly proves tough game

The friendly match was 
played at a high tempo. 

An Arran player � res the ball 
forward during the game. 

An Arran player defends the ball from an 
opponent. 

YOURSTORY
email us at editor@arranbanner.co.uk
telephone 01770 302142


	GOB191009

