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� e UK award for best plumb-
ing apprentice has been won 
by a young plumber from 
Ormsary.

Iain Winnard, who now lives 
in Ardrishaig, won top prize 
at the building engineering 
industry’s annual prizegiving 
earlier this month.

� e 27-year-old employee 
of Lochgilphead-based 
Blair Plumbing and Heating 
Solutions received the acco-
lade at the BPEC Awards for 
Excellence, delighting his 
employer Graeme Blair.

‘Iain works really hard at his 
job and strives to be the best at 
what he does,’ Graeme said.

‘Iain is a credit to himself, his 
family and his employer; I’m 
very proud of Iain’s achieve-
ment at winning this national 
award.’

� e apprenticeship award 
which Iain received during the 
online ceremony recognises 
an apprentice who has adapted 

• Turn to page 7 for more.

Christmas 
accolade for 
apprentice 
plumber Iain

FESTIVE 
FUN AT 
INVERNEILL • MORE ON  PAGE 10

A pre-Christmas community event which started in lockdown last year to cheer everyone up has been held for the second time at Inverneill.
A fantastic day of fresh-air fun was enjoyed by children of all ages.

by Fiona Ross
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Mid Argyll Hospital and Integrated Care Centre
COVID 19 (BOOSTER) VACCINATION DROP-IN CLINICS
Tuesday 21st and Wednesday 22nd December   9am to 6pm.
These are drop-in clinics for all eligible patients please do not call for an appointment. 
Please check NHS Inform for further information and eligibility.

There may be times when you will be expected to wait but this wait will be kept to a minimum.

More of your personal 
Christmas messages to friends 

and family, near and far
FREE
INSIDE
2022 Calendar

Christmas 
messages 

from all your 
favourite local 

businesses
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Police assault
Police responded to a 
report of a man allegedly 
causing a disturbance at 
the Corner House, Tarbert, 
on December 6 at 7.15pm. 
A 43-year-old man was 
identified as acting in a 
threatening manner.

 He then resisted arrest, 
assaulted police officers 
and was found to be in 
possession of a quantity of 
cocaine. 

He was arrested and 
charged with the offences 
and a report was submitted 
to the procurator fiscal.

Police inquiries continue into 
a crash on the A83 in which 
33-year-old Campbeltown 
man Roddy McAllister lost his 
life.

Mr McAllister was pro-
nounced dead at the scene 
following the collision which 
involved a black Seat Leon on 
the A83, half a mile north of 
Tarbert, around 6.35pm on 
Saturday December 11.

A 30-year-old woman was 
taken by air ambulance to the 
Queen Elizabeth University 
Hospital in Glasgow with 
serious injuries and was said 
by police to be in a stable 
condition. A five-year-old girl 
was also taken to hospital and 
released after treatment.

In a statement released 
through Police Scotland, 
Roddy’s family said: ‘Our 
funny, caring, hardworking, 
loving daddy and husband 
Roddy McAllister has gone far 
too soon.

‘Summer beach trips, bar-
becues, camping trips, garden 
days, holidays, film days, 
Christmas days, festive days, 
every day in general will never 
be the same without you.

‘We miss you so much 

already. Lots of love, from 
your loving family, wife and 
children.’

Sergeant Nicola Taylor, of 
Police Scotland’s Dumbarton 
Road Policing Unit, said: 
‘Our thoughts remain with 

The completion of work to 
improve Lochgilphead’s front 
green will be delayed as the 
project approaches its final 
stages, writes Colin Cameron.

The green was expected to be 
reopened from January 2022 
after the £1.5 million scheme 
was completed, but work by 
contractor Hawthorn Heights 
Ltd has been hit by material 
supply and other difficulties 
facing the construction 
industry.

In the seventh month of 
the Argyll and Bute Council 
project to turn the front green 
into an improved public space, 
so far a new public square 
with electrical connections to 
support community events has 
been constructed using local 
Achnaba stone; the green has 
been drained to create a more 
usable open space; new play 
equipment has been installed; 
and a new seating wall built.

The project was boosted by 
additional funding from the 
Scottish Government’s Place 
Based Investment Scheme, 
which will enable the upgrad-
ing of part of the footpath 
between the front green and 
the A83 at Lochnell Street, 
using the same stone as that 
used in the new front green 
public space and on Colchester 
Square opposite.

In a statement, Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘The project 
is making significant progress, 
though like other similar pro-
jects it is facing some challeng-
es currently affecting the UK 

construction industry. These 
issues are impacting some of 
the work to the front green.

‘The project is due to be 
completed in April 2022.’

Councillor Robin Currie, the 
authority’s policy lead for the 
economy and rural growth, 
said: ‘The improvement works 
are starting to take shape and, 
when complete, there is no 
doubt that this will create more 
opportunities for residents and 
visitors to use this important 
space in Lochgilphead.

‘While the delay in comple-

tion is disappointing, it does 
allow us time to extend the 
works to include new paving 
around the front green.’

Hawthorn Heights is cur-
rently working to complete 
surfacing of the public square 
area, levelling the site and turf-
ing the majority of the green.

The much-anticipated front 
green improvement scheme 
was delayed for a number of 
years before finally getting 
under way on May 31, 2021 
when contractors arrived on 
site.

Campbeltown rallies 
round after A83 tragedy

the family and friends of Mr 
McAllister at this difficult 
time.

‘Police Scotland and Mr 
McAllister’s family would also 
like to thank the members of 
the public who stopped to help 
at the scene of the crash.

‘Our inquiries into the 
circumstances of the crash 
remain ongoing and anyone 
with any information is asked 
to contact police on 101 quot-
ing incident number 2891 of 
Saturday December 11, 2021.’

The people of Kintyre have 

rallied round to support Mr 
McAllister’s family after the 
tragedy.

A GoFundMe page has been 
set up and Johanna Duncan, 
who set up the page, wrote: 
‘Anyone who knew Roddy will 
know he was great guy who 
always had a smile on his face. 
His family was everything to 
him and to his family he was 
and always will be their world.

‘Let’s come together and raise 
a few pounds to help his wife 
Emma and their five children 
not to have to worry about 
money for a little bit, even if 
it is a small amount I’m sure 
it will still mean a lot to them.’

Later spring completion 
for improved front green

This drone shot, 
taken at the end of 
October by Greig 
MacLeod, shows 
work starting on 
the new public 
square.
Right: The front 
green as it was 
- pictured after 
Storm Diana three 
years ago. 

Roddy McAllister and his 
wife Emma.
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Power giant SSEN says it is 
‘exploring’ ways to reduce 
the impact from construction 
work a� er a Tarbert resident 
was forced from his home by 
noise.

Ray Naughton, a 52-year-old 
semi-retired tunnelling and 
mining equipment technician, 
claims the work near his home 
– to build an access road for 
the Inveraray-Crossaig power 
line – has a� ected his health.

As he le�  his home on 
Monday December 6 to get 
away from the sound of rock 
breaking and heavy excavation 
equipment ‘11 hours a day, � ve 
days a week’, Mr Naughton 
said the work was around 300 
metres from his home at the 
head of West Loch Tarbert – 
and getting closer all the time.

His complaints, he claims, 
have been treated ‘with 
disdain’ by SSEN (Scottish 
and Southern Electricity 
Networks).

Mr Naughton explained: ‘� e 
contractor for SSEN, Balfour 
Beatty, is installing an access 
route to enable construction of 
� ve towers [pylons].

‘Already the constant noise 
from the 22- and 33-tonne 
excavators is causing me 
problems.’

He added: ‘I’m semi-retired 
and all my work is at home; I 
also have a chronic condition 
which is not being helped by 

the constant repetitious rock 
breaking, loading/tipping of 
lorries and audible warning 
devices.

‘I bought this property in 
December 2020. � e � rst I was 
aware that such a large scheme 
was about to take place was 
at the beginning of October 
when the contractor arrived 
on site.

‘SSEN has basically treated 
my complaint with disdain.’

He continued: ‘I have spent 
35 years in the heavy engineer-
ing industry worldwide, many 
times working at contract and 
residential interfaces.

‘I have never witnessed such 
disregard for such a legitimate 
complaint. Every reasonable 
request I have made has been 
met with obstruction and 
scorn.

‘Since making some inquiry 
into this matter, it has become 
evident that many residents 
in the area are unhappy at 
the way SSEN has handled 
this particular section of its 
scheme.

‘It would appear that SSEN 
at no time contacted my 
property directly during the 
planning application stages. 
Considering the proximity of 
the project to my home, this is 
scandalous.’

A spokesperson for SSEN 
Transmission said: ‘� ese 
essential works are required to 
break rock in preparation for 
the installation of temporary 
access tracks to support the 

construction of the replace-
ment Inveraray-Crossaig over-
head electricity transmission 
line. 

‘� e tracks are due to be 
complete in March 2022, 
with noise levels signi� cantly 
reducing upon completion of 
these works.

‘We remain in close contact 
with the local resident and 
continue to explore ways in 
which we can further reduce 
the impacts of these essential 
works.

‘We have already altered 

Santa’s bus
Thanks to Mid Argyll Round 
Table and West Coast 
Motors, the magical Santa 
'bubble' bus will tour the 
region, stopping at speci� c 
locations. 

With Covid still around, 
organisers ask that you view 
Santa from homes, gardens 
or a socially-distant location 
along the route. 

The Santa bus will 
be at Ardrishaig today 
(Friday December 17); 
Lochgilphead tomorrow 
(Saturday December 18); 
and Kilmichael to Inveraray 
on Sunday December 19.

Tarbert patrol
Today (Friday December 
17) Santa will depart from 

Tarbert � re station at 
5.30pm and head for Lady 
Ileene Road, stopping at 
the monument. Then it's 
on to the church car park, 
then the village hall. Next 
it will be past Market Place, 
Glen� eld before the bottom 
car park at Oak� eld. 

Santa will then head back 
into the village turning in 
to Kingsway and stopping 
at Church Terrace before 
carrying on down Harbour 
Street to the ferry terminal 
then back up to East� eld 
and Brucehill, stopping at 
the school car park. 

Then for the � nal stretch, 
a run along Garval Terrace. 
Social Santa distancing will 
be observed.

Kelpies carols

A group of Mid Argyll 
singers will entertain from 
around 2pm on Sunday 
December 19 with carols 
round the kelpies at Pier 
Square, courtesy of Scottish 
Canals.

Polly’s Co� ee Stop will be 
there from 11-ish serving 
festive treats. The event 
will raise money for ACT at 
Blarbuie. Cars should be left 
at the car park o�  Chalmers 
Street in Ardrishaig. The Egg 
Shed is for disabled parking.

Festive singing
Everyone is invited to carol 
singing at the Stag Hotel 
corner, Lochgilphead, on 
Thursday December 23. 
Spread the festive joy 
between 4pm and 5pm, 
weather permitting.

Tarbert man slams power 
giant amid noise complaint

by Colin Cameron
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Ray Naughton - ‘I have never 
witnessed such disregard for 
such a legitimate complaint’. 

our working practices on site, 
reducing the time spent break-
ing rock during our permitted 
working hours between 8am 
and 6pm, and whilst noise 
monitoring has demonstrated 
that our works are within the 
limits set out in our planning 
consent, we have asked our 
contractor to explore the 
possibility of erecting noise 
barriers to further reduce the 
impact of these works.

‘We will continue to work 
closely with all stakeholders 
and community members as 
we take forward the replace-
ment of this critical national 
infrastructure, essential to 
maintain network reliability 
and security of supply in the 
area as well as supporting the 
growth in renewable electricity 

generation and the transition 
to net zero emissions.’

Councillor Anne Horn 
also contacted SSEN on Mr 
Naughton’s behalf.

Councillor Horn said: ‘� ere 
appear to have been some 
issues with communication 
to people who live in close 
proximity to the pylons and 
the company was either unable 
or unwilling to share the 
evidence that communication 
had gone to residents of these 
dwellings.

‘I will continue to work on 
behalf of Mr Naughton to 
identify some mitigation that 
would alleviate some of the 
noise pollution and intrusion 
on his privacy, and bring him 
the comfort he should enjoy 
with his home.

‘Hopefully SSEN will become 
more understanding of the 
impact their major projects 
can cause.’

Christmas is coming

Friday 17th December –Thursday 23rd December  

West Side Story (12A) 
Friday 6.00pm 

Saturday 1.15pm, 3.30pm & 7.00pm 
Sunday 1.30pm, 5.00pm & 7.00pm 

Wednesday 2.30pm, 5.30pm & 7.00pm  
Thursday 2.00pm & 6.00pm  

 

Encanto (PG)  
Friday 5.00pm  Saturday 4.30pm 

 

A Boy Called Christmas (PG)  
Friday 7.00pm 

 

Elf (PG)      Miracle on 34th Street (U)  
Wednesday 5.00pm      Sunday 2.00pm 
 

 

Arthur Christmas (U)   It’s A Wonderful Life (U) 
Saturday 1.30pm      Wednesday 2.00pm 

Thursday 3.00pm      Thursday 5.30pm 
 
 

The Holiday              The Nightmare Before 
(12A)      Christmas  (PG)  
Saturday 6.30pm       Sunday 4.30pm  
Sunday 8.00pm           Thursday 1.00pm 
 

 
 

CLOSED MONDAY & TUESDAY  

www.campbeltownpicturehouse.co.uk 
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Mairi Henderson from Lochgilphead sent us this gorgeous photograph of the hills of 
Jura, as seen from Kintyre. 
‘I took it from the shoreline at Ballochroy just beyond Ronachan on November 28,’ 
explained Mairi. ‘I was pleased with it, and what amazing results just from an iPhone.’ 
Send your favourite photographs for publication to editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

your pictureS

Rubbish could be sent outside 
Argyll and Bute for disposal 
when the Scottish Government 
landfill ban is imposed, a 
council official has admitted.

But it was added that the pos-
sibility of doing so was ‘hardly 
at the top’ of the priority list for 
the authority as it bids to reach 
net zero carbon emissions.

Peter Leckie, project man-
ager for the council’s waste 
strategy review, addressed the 
concerns of councillors at a 
virtual meeting of its policy 
and resources committee on 
Thursday December 9.

The council currently sends 
waste from Helensburgh 
and Lomond to landfill 
in Alexandria, West 
Dunbartonshire. The landfill 
ban is due to come in during 
2025, having been pushed back 
from 2021.

Mid Argyll councillor 
Douglas Philand asked Mr 
Leckie about the transporta-

tion of waste when the ban 
starts.

Mr Leckie replied: ‘A large 
part of my job is looking at this 
problem. With the landfill ban 
coming in 2025, authorities 
have to move to a system of 
energy from waste.

‘We don’t have the facilities 
in Argyll and Bute and lack the 
tonnage required to operate 
an energy-from-waste system 
economically. 

‘So the only option is for us to 
send it to energy-from-waste 
plants in the central belt, 
which will have a huge impact.

‘There will be costs on top 
of the existing costs we have 
in terms of collection and in 
terms of a PPP management 
contract.

‘We are in discussions with 
the Scottish Government and 
looking for ways forward. 

‘We are asking for support 
with this transition.’

Councillor Philand contin-
ued: ‘I am thinking of lorries 
going into the central belt, and 
the carbon emissions for them. 
How are you going to offset 
that?

‘If we are going to be carbon 
neutral, that is a significant 
amount of carbon we are 
expelling, over a significant 
amount of time.’

Mr Leckie replied: ‘We would 
expect to see a significant 
drop, based on the current 
calculators agreed with the 
Scottish and UK governments.

‘There are actions we can 
take, such as shredding 
materials, so we are looking 
to mitigate as many trips as 
possible – not only for CO2 
purposes, but for overall costs.’

Councillor Alastair Redman 

Argyll could have to export 
rubbish after landfill ban

Waste-to-energy system not an economic solution post-2025
also voiced concerns at trans-
porting waste out of the area.

He said: ‘Zero waste is one 
thing, zero landfill is another. 
I am anxious to know if our 
authority pays other areas to 
put landfill somewhere else.’

Mr Leckie said: ‘When 
the landfill ban is enforced 
in 2025, we don’t have any 
energy-from-waste facilities in 
Argyll and Bute, or in imme-
diate proximity except in the 
central belt.

‘So we will have to send waste 
to those facilities, because we 
lack the sufficient tonnage to 
maintain such a facility within 
Argyll and Bute. 

‘That is the position as it 
currently stands.'

‘I imagine most councils 
would have no issue with 
energy from waste,’ added 
Councillor Redman, ‘but my 
concern was zero landfill, and 
that when the act comes in, we 
may pay authorities outside 

Scotland to landfill.’
Mr Leckie responded: ‘The 

Scottish Government is on 
record as saying that it does 
not want waste going outside 
of our borders, or to ener-
gy-from-waste abroad. 

‘But if there is insufficient 
national capacity, we will have 
to look at options outside the 
immediate area. 

‘I would not say that is top 
of the list of things we are 
considering.’
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In these stressful times a 
church in Lochgilphead o� ers 
an important Christmas re-
minder that we are surrounded 
by kindness.

Some 15 community groups 
and charities have taken up 
the o� er of a festive display 
in Christ Church, showcasing 
their services as part of the 
church’s annual Christmas 
tree festival.

Reverend Canon Simon 
P M Mackenzie explained: 
‘Alongside old favourites 
like Mid Argyll Marie Curie 
Fundraising Group, the 
Dochas carers’ centre, the 
MS Centre and Mid Argyll 
Transport Volunteers we have 
some new groups this year.

‘I’m delighted that the Mental 

The tree from school meals 
charity Mary’s Meals. 
51_a51ChristChurch_trees05

Christmas trees 
lit up by kindness

Words and photographs
by Colin Cameron
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Health and Addiction Services 
have a tree this year. � ey 
were very enthusiastic when I 
contacted them.

‘And their tree is beautiful 
with big red hearts. It is so im-
portant to highlight the huge 
need for mental health support 
in the pandemic and the toxic 
state of our society.

‘It is really interesting to 
welcome regeneration themes 
- Morsbags with recycled bags, 
the GRAB Trust with its em-
phasis on recyclable menstrual 
products, MOMA with their 
vital work with food support 
and WRENS - Women’s Rural 
Enterprise Network Scotland.

‘Achahoish Primary School is 
new this year. I think as ever it 
shows a wonderful vitality and 
commitment to support and 
engagement in what is quite a 
small population: a wonderful 
place to live.’

Also present in the Scottish 
Episcopal church building 
are some imaginative tree 
displays from Mary’s Meals, 
� e Scottish Book Trust with 
free books, Fyne Families 
childcare, Scotland’s Charity 
Air Ambulance, and Christ 
Church initiatives including 
toilet twinning and the cra�  
guild.

� e Christ Church Christmas 
tree festival is open to the pub-
lic until Friday January 7.

The gorgeous tree decorated by Fyne Families af-
ter-school care charity. 51_a51ChristChurch_trees07

The big-hearted tree by Mental Health and Addiction 
Services. 51_a51ChristChurch_trees03

Please take a book... 51_a51ChristChurch_trees06

The church o� ers a peaceful setting for the trees. 
51_a51ChristChurch_trees02

Scotland’s Charity Air Ambulance is there with its 
Christmas tree. 51_a51ChristChurch_trees10

More 
photos 

from the 
Christmas 

tree festival 
in next 
week’s 

Argyllshire 
Advertiser.
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Continued from page one. 

to the challenges of learning 
during the pandemic and ap-
plied the learning to real work 
situations.

BPEC Group Chairman 
Duncan Wilson explained 
why Iain came out at the top 
of all the nominated appren-
tices: ‘The quality of all the 
nominations was so high that 
it was difficult to choose the 
winners as all those shortlisted 
are excellent ambassadors for 
our industry.

‘Like many other apprentices 
Iain had to adapt to working 
during the pandemic and he 
excelled.

‘Not only has he achieved his 
modern apprenticeship in do-
mestic plumbing and heating 
qualification, he has also been 
sharing and helping others to 
do the same by offering advice 
and support.’

During the pandemic Iain 
volunteered to do a week-long 
case study A Week in the Life 
of an Apprentice Plumber as 
well as talks to schools and 
businesses - all while doing his 
apprenticeship and working 
full-time.

Iain also spoke at an em-
ployer webinar attended by 
more than 50 employers in 
which he shared his appren-
ticeship journey, giving a talk 
on the benefits of recruiting 
plumbers.

Iain explained: ‘I’ve been do-
ing a lot of promotional events 
to encourage businesses to 
recruit more apprentices and 
to try and show what a great 
career it is for young people.’

He said: ‘It’s what I always 
wanted to do, but initially after 
leaving school there weren’t 
apprenticeships available, so I 
did other jobs while continu-
ing to try to break into a career 

in plumbing.’
Four years ago Iain was taken 

on as an apprentice by Graeme 
Blair’s company and he stud-
ied at the Cardonald campus 
of Glasgow Clyde College.

‘My employers have been 
brilliant and the job is 
everything I hoped it would 

be,’ Iain added.
‘I’m more than 100 per cent 

happy with it; the job’s so var-
ied and you’re always learning.

‘We’re working with the 
goal of hitting net zero carbon 
emissions so I’ve recently 
been doing courses on air 
source and ground source heat 

pumps.’
Iain was nominated for the 

award by the Scottish and 
Northern Ireland Plumbing 
Employers’ Federation 
(SNIPEF).

Chief executive of SNIPEF 
Fiona Hodgson said: ‘Iain is a 
role model for the increasing 
numbers of people who value 
the opportunity that a plumb-
ing apprenticeship provides. It 
not only sets them on the path 
to a well-paid and satisfying 
career but also one in which 
they can make a difference to 
the world we live in.

‘We anticipate big things 
ahead for this young man 
and he is a fine representative 
of both his employer and 
SNIPEF.’

Festive accolade for UK’s best 
plumbing apprentice Iain

Iain’s back out on the road 
after winning national 
acclaim. 

The gift of yarn
A special Christmas gift is 
now available for the knitter 
in your life.

Beautiful yarn from 
Hebridean sheep at Tarbert 
Castle is for sale from the 
Fyne Spinners craft group.

A limited quantity is on 
offer to Tarbert Castle Trust 
members for a special price 
of £11 per 100g skein of DK, 
which includes a £1 donation 
to the trust. Any remainder 
will go on sale at Tarbert's 
Earra Gael shop in the spring.

Yarn can be mailed out with 
the cost of postage added.

Find out more on the 
Tarbert Castle Facebook 
page.

Hebridean wool is for sale.



� ere are fridges stacked solid 
with every conceivable cut of 
our pork, not just at home, but 
along at the pub too.

� e belly and burgers, sau-
sages and shoulders have their 
own section in our store, but 
there’s also a good-sized cor-
ner that owes nothing to the 
sacri� ce made by our porcine 
pals.

Our protein-fuelled winter 
also owes a debt of gratitude 
to the inhabitants of Loch na 
Cille and the Sound of Jura.

You can tell by the screams if 
a kid looking for a Calippo or 
a choc-ice has swung open the 
wrong freezer door.

A swarm of claws, antennae 
and googly eyes await the 
unsuspecting lolly-hunter.

Brown crabs were regular 
visitors to our creels this 
summer, joined occasionally 
by a couple of langoustine and, 
less o� en, the odd decent-sized 
lobster.

� ere’s enough in there to 
break up the ham-fest and, 
along with the buckets of paté - 
whizzed up each time the loch 
bubbled with mackerel - we’re 
pretty much set for a long, 
well-fed winter.

We li� ed the pots for the 
last time weeks ago and tidied 
away the rods at the same time, 
yet the poor wee boat is still 

out there bobbing nervously as 
each named storm rolls in.

Storm Arwen barely touched 
her. She’s seen worse waves at 
the height of summer, but its 
easterly counterpart Storm 
Barra was a di� erent kettle of 
� sh altogether.

It’s December, she should 
have been holidaying in the 
tranquil waters of Tayvallich 
Bay where she has a winter 
mooring, but there she was 
alone in the path of a storm; 
the tide was high and she was 
holding on - just.

Her captain had been 
rounding up pigs, pickling veg 

and cooking vats of chutney 
and, somehow, just hadn’t 
got round to steering his wee 
boat out the loch and up Loch 
Sween to her holiday home.

We knew the storm was com-
ing. � e weather forecasts had 
taken on a Dad’s Army quality. 
We were all doomed.

With no time to sail her to 
safety, the only option was to 
haul her out with the trailer.

� e captain was home 
alone, his crew all elsewhere 
engaged with their land-lubber 
concerns.

� e boat could only be res-
cued at low tide and, inevitably 
this was at 2am. So, in the 
kind of dark you only get on 
a thick winter’s night in the 
furthest reaches of Argyll, he 
led the boat along the jetty to 
the shore and jumped into the 
car to reverse the muckle great 
trailer into the loch.

As the waves lapped the 
trailer it suddenly nose-dived, 
its support wheel shearing 
o�  and rendering the boat’s 
only support vehicle entirely 
useless.

And so she faced Barra’s 
wrath alone, tied back on to 
the jetty which, by the time 
I arrived home to help, was 
submerged by a combination 
of storm surge and high tide.

Wading thigh-deep along the 

jetty armed with extra ropes 
we put on yet another show for 
the neighbours.

� ey’ve previously seen me 
push the boat o�  and forget to 
jump aboard, ending up fully 
dressed and fully immersed in 
the loch.

� ey’ve watched us lose oars, 
fall o�  paddle boards and 
sink kayaks, but the sight of 
me dangling horizontally in 
an easterly gale tying ropes to 
every cleat I could � nd struck 
a new level of entertainment.

� ey’re our gi�  to the com-
munity, these hapless exploits.

I’m sure we provide a warm 
sense of wellbeing to neigh-
bours who can rest assured 
that whatever the Argyll 

weather throws at them there’s 
something da� er going on at 
the wee cro�  along the road.
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The Softer Crofter
FIONA ROSS
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Winter stores and storms

A good catch of mackerel 
is now helping to � ll the 
freezer. 

Stormy weather o�  the coast 
on the croft. 

Some of the croft’s inhabitants are dressed for the winter. 
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Argyll and Bute Council kind-
ly allowed the use of Kilmory 
Castle as the venue for Mid 
Argyll Arts Association’s con-
cert featuring violin and cello 
duo GAIA.

The event on Saturday 
November 6 was the second  in 
GAIA’s 11-concert tour, with 
Katrina Lee and Alice Allen 
delighted to be performing 
in Lochgilphead to such an 
appreciative audience.

Celloist Alice and Katrina 
on violin took it in turns to 
introduce the music they were 
performing with some very 
interesting facts about the 
composers and the music.

The concert opened with 
Sonata for Violin and Cello 
Op.5 No.9 by Corelli.

There are three movements 
in this work and we were told 
the second movement was a fa-
vourite of famous 18th century 
Scottish fiddler Neil Gow.

After hearing it there, you 
could sense the connection 
with the jigs that Neil Gow 
himself composed – it could 
have been composed by Neil 
Gow himself.

Ravel’s Duo for Violin and 
Cello was the next offering, 

which Ravel dedicated to his 
contemporary, Debussy.

With Ravel’s Bolero being the 
only music by the composer 
that many of the audience 
knew, this was very different.

Katrina described it as ‘a 
challenging workout for 
strings’ with harmonics, 
pizzicato, double stopping, 
glissandos plus many different 
bowing styles included.

As GAIA are a duo who 
perform to an extremely high 
and exacting standard, all four 
movements were most defi-
nitely well-performed, with 
the last one beginning with an 
almost ‘Western’ film sound.

After the interval, there were 
two works by female com-
posers, with Rebecca Clarke’s 
Lullaby/Grotesque first.

Rebecca Clarke (1886-1979) 
was a violist, so she originally 
composed it for viola and cello 
before arranging it for violin 
and cello.

The lullaby was gentle, 
smooth and mesmerising while 
the Grotesque demonstrated 
a wide range of dynamics and 
numerous glissandos all ably 
portrayed by GAIA.

The final piece was a work by 

Talented duo brings string 
music to Kilmory concert

Sally Beamish, commissioned 
by GAIA and premiered at 
the St Magnus Festival in May 
2021. They worked closely 
with Sally Beamish during 
lockdown and the three move-

ments are all Orkney inspired.
Like the Ravel piece, it uses 

many techniques for strings 
but this work also includes the 
stamping of the performers 
feet to keep a beat in the open-
ing movement.

The second movement 
showed an abundance of 
harmonics and trills, perhaps 
representing the wind on the 
waves. This was very apt as 
the wind was blowing outside 

with the windows open due to 
Covid requirements.

The final movement was 
full of dramatic rhythm and 
percussive-style ‘chopping’ 
sounds from the cello bow and 
dramatic, rapid scales from 
both violin and cello which 
brought this Stone, Salt and 
Sky commission to a finish.

An extremely appreciative 
audience was rewarded with 
an encore of a traditional 

strathspey and reel composed 
by Lady Stirling of Ardock, al-
lowing GAIA to continue with 
their championing of female 
composers.

This concert was provided by 
two outstanding young musi-
cians who have won numerous 
awards and, if this concert is 
anything to go by, there will 
be many more awards coming 
their way. 

Submitted

GAIA is an award winning violin and cello duo, comprising 
two of Scotland’s most distinguished chamber musicians - 
Katrina Lee and Alice Allen. 

Katrina described it as 
a ‘challenging workout 
for strings’
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Toddling with joy into Inverneill Christmas
Christmas spirit is alive and kicking at 
Inverneill.

The second Christmas Toddle - which started 
in lockdown last year to allow people to enjoy 
a community event - was held recently in the 

hamlet by Loch Fyne. With outdoor fun for 
kids and adults, the day was enjoyed by every-
one as a pre-Christmas fresh air get-together.

Just another reason why Inverneill and wider 
Mid Argyll is a great place to raise your family.

Fresh-air festive fun for all ages at Inverneill - Niamh, Layla, Pierre, Carys, Oran, Connor, 
Callie, Amy, Maggie, Kyle and Edith. 

Left: Raif 
couldn’t 
be happier 
with 
sweeties.

The girls enjoy some refreshments - from left: Niamh, Amy, Maggie and Edith.

Right: 
Four-

legged 
toddling 

with 
Archie. 
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Science matters
DOROTHY H CRAWFORD

Turkey, roast potatoes, 
Brussels sprouts and gravy 
constitute the traditional 
British Christmas dinner.

And while you may prefer a 
goose to a turkey, and cran-
berry to bread sauce, when it 
comes to � avour nothing is 
more controversial than the 
humble Brussels sprout.

� e vegetable, a member of 
the cabbage family (Brassica 
oleracea) and native to the 
Mediterranean, was � rst 
grown in northern Europe in 
the 13th century in Belgium 
somewhere near Brussels - 
hence its name.

On the positive side, sprouts 
are easy to grow, produce many 
per plant, mature in winter 
when fresh veg are scarce, and 
are labelled a ‘health food’, 
rich in � bre, protein, carotene 
and vitamins - what more 
could we want? 

But the anti-sprout lobbyists 
are passionate, mainly because 
of the sprout’s distinctive 

� avour.  Sprouts are described 
as having a bitter taste and a 
sulphurous smell, and these 
unfortunate properties are 
due high levels of compounds 
called glucosinolates, par-
ticularly a chemical named 
sinigrin and its breakdown 
products.

But these sprouty chemicals 
are not there just to annoy us, 
they are there for a purpose.

In fact, they perform an es-
sential role for the sprout plant 
by way of chemical warfare.

� ey have evolved to protect 
the plants from grazing her-
bivores, be they snails, mice 
or cattle, who, like some of us, 
don’t like the taste so leave well 
alone.

Breeding less bitter sprouts 
for our delicate palates just 
means that they will attract 
more pests, but still, there are 
many other ideas on how to 
make sprouts more tolerable.

Suggestions range from eat-
ing sprouts along with a glass 

of red wine, serving them with 
cream cheese, frying or roast-
ing them to accentuate their 
nutty � avour or masking the 
bitterness by combining them 
with another strong � avour 
like chestnuts or bacon.

All this is � ne, but why not 
just admire the plants for their 
ingenuity, grit your teeth and 
eat the things; at least they’re 
good for you!

Whatever you decide to do 
about the problem, have a 
great festive season and enjoy 
your Christmas dinner.

Ready for harvest, the 
humble Brussels sprout. Photo: 

Emmanuel Reva. 

In defence of the Brussels sprout

Brussels sprouts are a 
central part of the tradition-
al British Christmas dinner. 
Yum. Photo: CharmaineZoe’s Marvelous 

Melange. 

VISITUS
w w w.argyllshireadver tiser.co.uk
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It’s almost the start of a new year and 
the start of the gardening season.

Time to plan your planting and how 
you want your garden to look over the 
coming months, stock up on seeds 
and service any essential equipment 
such as lawn mowers and tools.

It’s also a time for New Year’s res-
olutions, so here are a dozen - one a 
month - that will make your garden 
super diverse and environmentally 
friendly:

 Use less plastic
 Plant a tree
 Start sowing seeds
 Plant something for fun
 Grow more veg
 Go green and have a go at organic 

growing
 Learn to relax and enjoy your 

garden
 Be more water-aware
 Compost more of your garden 

waste
 Welcome wildlife
 Bring the outside in with 

houseplants
 Look a� er your tools

First on the list is using less plastic, 
something we are all trying to do in 
our daily lives.

� e biggest ‘bad boy’ in any garden-
er’s life is the plastic pot.

It’s estimated that 500 million plant 
pots and seed trays are sold every year 
and the majority are sent to land� ll or 
are incinerated.

But there are non-plastic alterna-
tives such as biodegradable pots made 
using materials like coir, wood chips, 
bamboo and rice husks.

You can also make your own pots 
using newspaper or toilet roll tubes. 
And now is a good time to make your 
own supplies of biodegradable pots so 
you have stock for the planting season 
in a couple of months.

If you’ve got a supply of old newspa-
pers to hand simply roll a 15cm-wide 
strip of newspaper tightly around a 
glass tumbler, leaving 5cm beyond 
the bottom of the glass. 

Fold the excess paper across the 
bottom, then press the glass down to 
� atten the pot’s base. 

� ere is no need to � x your paper 

pot with tape, just slide it o�  the glass. 
When ready to plant, just � ll with 
compost.

Taking good care of existing plastic 

is a good way to ensure you don’t have 
to keep buying it – so reuse any plant 
pots you have again and again for new 
seedlings, cuttings and plants.

If you look a� er your propagator 
trays and lids, repairing them if 
they crack, they will last for several 
seasons.

� e added bonus of recycling or 
reusing items in the garden is that it 
also reduces cost - as does growing 
from seed rather than buying estab-
lished plants.

Even in winter you can grow some-
thing from seed, you just need a seed 
tray and a window ledge, or small 
cold frame or greenhouse – whatever 
space and budgets allow.

For anyone growing their own veg, 
this month is great for sowing onions.

If you sow onions now it saves the 
expense of buying onion sets (small 
bulbs) later and you can have a much 
larger crop of onions in the summer.

Onions seeds do not have a long 
shelf life, so it’s best to buy new seeds 
each year.

Seeds will germinate between 16-

21°C one or two weeks a� er sowing. 
When large enough to handle, trans-
plant to individual small pots and 
keep in a bright, frost-free place until 
April when they can be planted out.

Varieties to try include Setton - high 
yield, yellow skinned and good stor-
age potential; Red Baron - a late ma-
turing red onion with globe-shaped 
bulbs and strong taste; and Hybound 
- an early variety with bronze-brown 
skins which is excellent for long-term 
storage.

According to the Royal Horticultural 
Society, January might be the middle 
of winter but as the days lengthen the 
garden starts to grow. 

Now is a great time to plan for the 
coming gardening year and to order 
seeds and plants.

Also put out food for birds and 
leave some garden areas uncut, a little 
longer, to provide shelter for wildlife 
in your garden.

Top three jobs this month - clean 
pots and greenhouses ready for 
spring; dig over empty or unused 
plots; and prune apple and pear trees.

Gardening tips – a new year 
for the growing season

One way to look after the envi-
ronment is to replace plastic plant 
pots with paper. 
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to all our customers

Salty Dog Cafe
53 Lochnell St, 

Lochgilphead, PA31 8NL
Tel 07495 909714

Wishing all our 
customers a Merry 
Christmas and look 
forward to seeing 

you in 2022

DOMESTIC   AGRICULTURAL   INDUSTRIAL

Tel/Fax: 01586 552963    Mob: 07979 383140
Colonsay Woodlands Drive  Campbeltown Argyll PA28 6JW
All at Archie Houston Electrical would like to wish all 

our customers a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. Thank you for your continued support.
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Bobby Dalziel - Painter & Decorator
dalzieldecorating@yahoo.com

I would like to wish 
all my customers a 
very merry Christmas 
and thanks for your 
support throughout 
the year

07789 585 430

81 Sound of Kintyre, 
Campbeltown

THE NEW APP FROM 
CASK & STILL MAGAZINE

#ScottishWhiskyTrail

DOWNLOAD OUR FREE APP TODAYDOWNLOAD OUR FREE APP TODAY
START EXPLORING!

TRAILS
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COWAN & MACBRAYNE LTD
JOINERS & 
BUILDERS

LOCHGILPHEAD
would like to wish all their customers, 

past and present, 
a Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year.

Telephone: 01546 603851 / 
07818045217

COUNCILLOR 
RORY COLVILLE

WISHING ALL 
HEALTH AND 
HAPPINESS IN THE 
NEW YEAR AHEAD 
  
I can be contacted on
01586 820 209 E-mail: 
rory.colville@argyll-bute.gov.uk

Stuart, Connor and the boys wish all past 
and present customers a Merry Christmas 

and Happy New Year.
Thank you for your continued support 

throughout the year. 
Crawford House, Kilmory Industrial Estate, 

Lochgilphead, PA31 8RR

07557123804    sccrawford1@hotmail.com    
www.sccrawford.com

I’d like to wish all my 
customers a

Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year

Please contact Alex Dickson

Mob: 07788592281
www.adjoiners.co.uk
email: alexd82@hotmail.co.uk

All Joinery work undertaken

Free no obligation quotes

All Joinery work undertaken
JOINER

Please contact Alex Dickson

email: alexd82@hotmail.co.uk

Lorne Street, 
Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 603596

Would like 
to thank all 

customers for 
their support this 

year and wish a 
Merry Christmas 

and a Happy 
New Year

Tel 01546 603596

Dunlop & Co Chartered Accountants aim 
to provide a professional and friendly 

service tailored towards the need of the 
individual client.

Knockbay House, Kilkerran Road 
CAMPBELTOWN 01586 552906

11-13 Woodside Terrace Lane 
GLASGOW 0141 332 7587 

Email Efric A McNeil 
efric.mcneil@dunlopca.co.uk

Efric M McNeil 
efricm.mcneil@dunlopca.co.uk

www.dunlopca.co.uk

Wishing all our 
customers a 

Happy Christmas 
and a Prosperous 

New Year.

A.G Barr Optometrists 
58 Longrow Campbeltown Argyll PA28 6DD 

Tel No. 01586 554400

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR 
HOLIDAYS 2021 

Closed on Thursday 23rd, Friday 24th Dec 
(open 27th, 28th, 29th)

Closed Thursday 30th and Friday 31st Dec 
and reopen Monday 3rd January 2022



GLENSIDE TRACTORS LTD  

Wishing all our customers a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year and thanking them 
for their support over 2021.

Millknowe Garage, 
Campbeltown, PA28 6NJ
Tel: 01586 553624
Email: glensidetractors@btconnect.com
Website: www.glensidetractors.co.uk

We would like to take this 
opportunity to wish you all seasons 

greetings and a prosperous  New 
Year, and we thank you for your 

custom during 2021
Sláinte 
Mhath 

Dhuibh Uile

P McKERRAL & CO

We wish all our Customers a Very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

LIVESTOCK
TIMBER 

AND 
GENERAL 
HAULAGE 

CONTRACTORS

Darlochan Yard, Kilkenzie
by Campbeltown

Telephone 01586 820258  :  Fax 01586 820488

We would like to say a heartfelt 
thank you to all of our readers, 
who have continued to go to 
the shops to pick up a copy of 
their Argyllshire Advertiser and 
Campbeltown Courier or have ac-
cessed it via a digital subscription. 
� ank you also to our wonderful 
advertisers who have continued 
to spread their message far and 
wide through our newspapers 
and online platforms.

Your loyalty and custom, espe-
cially during these challenging 
times, is very much appreciated.

2021 has not been easy! We have 
got through it because of the 
strength of our communities and 
we have loved reporting on all 
our local heroes: the NHS and 
healthcare workers, teachers, 
carers, delivery teams, transport 
hubs, food producers and food 

banks – the list is endless - and 
the incredible businesses that 
were able to stay open and work to 
the strictest restrictions, to serve 
the people of our communities. 
You have all done us so proud.

We thank you all and wish you a 
safe and happy Christmas, and a 
bright, positive outlook for 2022.

We would like to remind you of our Christmas/New Year deadlines:
Monday 20th December 4pm For the issue dated Friday 23rd December

Monday 27th December 4pm For the issue dated Friday 30th December

Monday 3rd January For the issue dated Friday 6th January

OUR OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED ON THURSDAY 23RD AND FRIDAY 24TH DECEMBER
AND THURSDAY 30TH AND FRIDAY 31ST DECEMBER
BUSINESS AS USUAL FROM MONDAY 3RD JANUARY 

To advertise: 01631 568000 or email adverts@obantimes.co.uk. 
To submit a story in the Campbeltown Courier: 01586 554646 or email editor@campbeltowncourier.co.uk
To submit a story in the Argyllshire Advertiser: 01546 602345 or email editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

or reach us via messenger from our Facebook page.
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Councillor 
Anne Horn
wishes everyone 
in Kintyre and the 
Islands a Happy 
Christmas and a safe 
and peaceful New Year

Telephone 01880 820496

WISH ALL OUR 
CUSTOMERS A 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR

Our Campbeltown, Lochgilphead, 
Rothesay and Dunoon Offices. 

We will be closing at 1pm on Friday 
24th December 2021 and reopening 

on Thursday 6th January 2022.

The 24-hour Freephone Emergency 
Number will of course continue to 

operate throughout this holiday period

REMEMBER – 0800 592276

Please contact for pictures and examples 
of ornamental steelwork, e.g. rails, gates, house 

names etc which can be e mailed to you.

Archie wishes all his customers 
a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year

3 Range Road, Campbeltown, PA28 6LL 
(workshop at Limecraigs, Campbeltown)

Tel: 01586 550027  Mobile : 07920 422452
Email: marchfieldfarm@btinternet.com

> Argyll & The Islands 
longest serving and most 
trusted independent 
septic tank service. 

> Competitive and fair 
pricing.

> CCTV Drain Surveys

> Installation & 
Groundworks can be 
arranged.

> GWS LTD is registered 
with & regulated by 
SEPA.

> Drain Jetting

Please email Graeme at: 
gwsolutions@hotmail.co.uk
Contact: 07788 233119

Wishing all my customers 
a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year and 
thank you for your 
custom throughout 
the year.

For festive bus times, planning journeys and 
tracking your bus visit westcoastmotors.co.uk 
or download the West Coast Motors app.

Wishing you all the best 
for 2022!

ishing you all the best 

Merry Christmas 
from the West Coast Motors teamrom the West Coast Motors team
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At The Argyllshire Advertiser, we endeavour to ensure all our reports are fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice set by the Independent 
Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, that mistakes happen from time to time. If you think we have made a signi� cant mistake and you wish to 
discuss this with us, please let us know as soon as possible by any of the three methods: emailing editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk; telephoning the senior reporter 
on 01546 602345 or write to the Group Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. We will try to resolve your issue in a timeous, 
reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you are unsatis� ed with our response, you can contact IPSO, which will investigate the matter. You can call IPSO on 
0300 123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. IPSO is an independent body that deals with complaints about the editorial content. We will abide by its decision.

Press policy

 CONTACTUS
The Argyllshire Advertiser 
44 Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, PA31 8NB.
Phone: 01546 602345
Chief Reporter:
Colin Cameron
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
Advertising:
01631 568000
adverts@obantimes.
co.uk
Head o�  ce:
Wyvex Media,
Lochavullin
Industrial Estate,
Oban, PA34 4HB
� e Editor welcomes letters and emails for 
publication, however we reserves the right to 
shorten, amend or refuse to print them. Names and 
addresses MUST be supplied to indicate good faith, 
although details can be withheld from publication. 
Phone numbers, if available, should be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be considered.  Please 
write to: Letters, � e Argyllshire Advertiser 44 
Argyll Street, Lochgilphead PA31 8NB. 
Email editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

GETINVOLVED
email editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Top apprentice Co-op food pricing policy
An open letter from deputy convener of 
Tarbert and Skipness Community Council 
Peter Bates to Steve Murrells, Co-op group 
chief executive o�  cer; Scottish Co-op 
representatives; and copied to Argyll and 
Bute MSP Jenni Minto:

Dear Mr Murrells,
Tarbert Co-op is the main food shop for every-
one in Tarbert and those who live nearby.

� e next nearest Co-op, only slightly bigger, is 
in Lochgilphead which is a 29-mile round trip.

� e other larger shops, Tesco etc, are in 
Campbeltown, a 76-mile round trip; or Oban, a 
102-mile round trip where there is a Tesco and 
both an Aldi and a Lidl.

Tesco does not deliver to Tarbert.
� e Co-op has a virtual monopoly in this area 

of Argyll.
Due to the distance and time involved, every-

one in the village shops in the local Co-op. Not 
everyone has the ability to get out of Tarbert to 
do their shopping. � e Tarbert Co-op is there-
fore a lifeline shop. It is not a convenience shop.

� e prices in the local Co-op are exceedingly 
high in comparison to Tesco and others.

Is the Co-op willing to address the price dif-
ferential between the Tarbert Co-op and Tesco?

I fervently hope you will.
I have been contacted by residents in Pitlochry, 

Bute, Mull, Skye and Lochgilphead and there 
will be many other places too in rural Scotland 
where the Co-op pricing structure is considered 
a problem.

Tarbert Co-op has de-stocked several items 
over the past year ie wholemeal brown � our. But 
you can get these in the Lochgilphead Co-op.

� ree times over the last two weeks ‘essentials’ 
have not been on the shelves in the Tarbert 
Co-op but with a drive to Lochgilphead they are 
readily available on its Co-op shelves.

It is not green to have to do a 29-mile car 
journey for essentials. But that is what the lack 
of stock in the Tarbert Co-op is forcing myself 
and other residents of Tarbert to do.

� e Co-op has also replaced many branded 
items with its own products which are nowhere 
near as good - bread and Brussels paté spring 
to mind.

� e Co-op is not helping to keep the cost of 
living down and this is pricing rural living 

out. It is particularly hard-hitting for those less 
mobile, non-car owners and the elderly.

To clarify my annoyance at the prices charged 
in the Tarbert Co-op and other Co-ops, the 
excellent hard-working local management and 
sta�  at the Co-op in Tarbert are a big part of our 
local community; they are all very helpful and 
kind.

� ey have no control over the Co-op’s pricing 
and stocking policy of goods, this is decided by 
the board and executive in Manchester.

It is not my intention that the sta�  in the 
Tarbert Co-op be given a hard time regarding 
the prices of goods, as this is not something that 
is in their power to alter.

� e Co-op bosses in Manchester need to 
realise that the Tarbert Co-op and other Co-ops 
in rural locations are not convenience stores. 
� ese Co-ops are o� en the only store for miles 
and are therefore lifeline stores.

If the Co-op board in Manchester does not 
understand this, then it does not understand the 
communities it is serving.

� e Co-op’s core values as stated on the Co-op 
website are:

 Principles more valuable than pro� ts.
 No-one should pro� teer out of a communi-

ty’s need to access basic foods.
Please address this problem.
Yours sincerely,
Peter M Bates, deputy convener, Tarbert and 

Skipness Community Council

Put money in parents’ 
pockets to help child poverty
Sir,
Following the Scottish budget on December 
9, we welcome the announcement from the 
Scottish Government that sees the doubling of 
the Scottish Child Payment from April 2022 
and other commitments to put money in the 
pockets of the families who need it most.

� is winter we will see families struggle with 
in� ated bills to heat their homes as well as rising 
food prices and costs of living.

Last month a parent told us: ‘I don’t really 
manage to pay all essential bills. I’ve not had our 
heating on all year, only a handful of times and 
that was when our daughter was born.’

Another parent said (of the rising costs): ‘It is 
causing me so much anxiety and I struggle to 

sleep at night worrying about it.’
Even a� er the Scottish Child Payment 

increases and its extension to under-16s, too 
many children will be living in poverty and we 
will remain some way o�  achieving Scotland’s 
statutory child poverty targets.

We will need a continued focus on children 
and tackling child poverty by putting money 
directly into parents’ pockets next year and 
beyond.

Claire Telfer, Save the Children’s head of 
Scotland

Scotland unfairly treated in 
‘levelling up’ share
Sir,
It is striking to note the EU has awarded Ireland 
almost £850 million as compensation for Brexit, 
while Scotland has been given just £172 million 
from the Shared Prosperity Fund (SPF) by 
Westminster, which aims to replace previous 
EU funding from Brussels.

� ese ‘levelling up’ awards from the SPF go 
directly to local authorities rather than to the 
Scottish Government, which EU funds had 
previously done.

It has also been evidenced that two-thirds of 
authorities have received no funding at all.

Prior to Brexit, Boris Johnson and Michael 
Gove as part of the Vote Leave campaign prom-
ised that the Scottish Government would receive 
£1.5 billion to spend on Scottish priorities when 
the UK le�  the EU.

While we in Scotland are being short-changed, 
contrast this with Ireland which has received 
£850 million in funding under the Brexit 
Adjustment Reserve, making a signi� cant dif-
ference to the Irish economy through economic 
support, job creation and training.

� e economic impact of Brexit on Scotland 
has been disastrous and it is clear that the UK 
Government is not acting in our best interest.

Until we take full control over our own a� airs, 
this is another example of the treatment we can 
continue to expect from Westminster.

Alex Orr, Edinburgh

Many congratulations to Iain Winnard 
on achieving national recognition in his 
industry.

It’s nice recognition, too, for Iain’s employ-
er Graeme Blair, who made it possible.

No mean feat in the middle of a pandemic, 
and we wish Iain all the best in his future 
career.

Making a noise
� e new power transmission line passing 
Tarbert is certainly ‘critical national infra-
structure’ as SSEN has pointed out.

� e company has the privilege of carrying 
out the work on behalf of the consumers 
it serves, but there seems to be a systemic 
problem with communication.

SSEN has already given the impression that 
decisions are pre-determined and public 
consultations are box-ticking exercises. It 
seems as if it fails to listen to the views of 
people living near its sites.

Its approach to complaints over noisy works 
near Tarbert, sadly, � ts this pattern.

SSEN appears afraid of being up-front. It 
feels remote from communities.

� e contrast is stark between the openness 
of Scottish Water as it completed recent 
major sewer upgrade work in Tarbert.

As Councillor Horn says, SSEN must have 
more understanding of the impact its major 
projects can have.

Monday 20th December  07:30 – 17:00
Tuesday 21st December  07:30 – 17:00
Wednesday 22nd December  07:30 – 17:00
Thursday 23rd December  07:30 – 17:00
Friday 24th December  07:30 – 13:00
Christmas Day - Tuesday 28th December 
Closed

Wednesday 29th December  07:30 – 17:00
Thursday 30th December  07:30 – 17:00
Friday 31st December  07:30 – 13:00
New Year’s Day & Sunday 2nd January 
Closed
Monday 3rd January  07:30 – 17:00
Back to Our normal hours of business
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes 
newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or 
provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within 
these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement 
by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 

of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, 
mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots 
Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may 

be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement 
of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication 
as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to 

the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event 
of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

Thought for the Week

HOLY LOCH

MACHRIHANISH

ISLAY AND JURA

KILMARTIN

� e New York Times once asked the vari-
ous diplomats at the United Nations what 
they hoped for at Christmas.

� e British ambassador eventually re-
ceived the phone call.

‘What do you want for Christmas?’
He replied that, no, really, he couldn’t 

accept anything. 
� e reporter pressed him and eventually 

the ambassador made what he thought was 
quite a modest suggestion.

And so it was that, on Christmas Eve, 
the New York Times revealed the Russian 
ambassador’s wish for greater cooperation 
among the nations of the world. � e French 
ambassador hoped for an end to � ird 
World poverty. � e German ambassador 
hoped the countries of the world would 
come together to tackle climate change.

� ere were many others in the same vein.
And then, at the end, was the sentence: 

‘� e British ambassador asked for a box of 
chocolates.’

What do you wish for this Christmas?
I’ve made my annual request for a train 

set, but I don’t expect I’ll get it. Again.
I’m approaching this Christmas with 

mixed feelings. � is has been one of those 
years when it seemed as if Christmas just 
couldn’t get here soon enough.

I also � nd Christmas this year to be 
more challenging and di�  cult than usual. 
Perhaps we all do.

What I wish for this Christmas is that 
the promise of Christmas will not leave us 
unchanged.

It might take a while to recognise and 
live into this change, but the promise is 
trustworthy and true.

To us ‘is born this day in the city of David 
a Saviour, who is Christ, the Lord’.

And that is ‘good news of great joy for all 
people’ in every time, in every place, and 
in every life.

Reverend William Crossan, Lorne and 
Lowland Parish Church, Campbeltown.

A new golf course, clubhouse, shop, 75-bedroom 
hotel and a 50-lodge development have all been 
proposed for a site at Machrihanish.

� e Kintyre Development Company has sub-
mitted initial plans to Argyll and Bute Council 
and announced that it will hold a public consul-
tation meeting to discuss the project.

Councillors considered the application at 
a meeting on Wednesday December 15 of its 
planning, protective services and licensing 
committee.

As the plans are only at the proposal of appli-
cation notice stage, planning permission was 
not awarded or refused, with the committee 
only providing feedback.

� e Kintyre Development Company has 
con� rmed that the consultation will include  a 
public event on Wednesday January 19 between 
1pm and 8pm at Campbeltown Town Hall.

� e developers have also undertaken to notify 
local community councils and interested parties 
through a letter-drop to all residential proper-
ties within 2km of the application site.

In the report to the planning committee, a 
council planning o�  cer said: ‘A consultation 
event with community councils in the area has 
already been undertaken on November 24 by 
the applicant and the o� er of additional events 
or provision of information has been made on 
an ongoing basis with these groups.

‘O�  cers are content that the public consulta-
tion proposed is commensurate with the scale 
and nature of the proposals.’

� ree years a� er vandalism forced it to close, a 
4,000-year-old burial monument has reopened 
to the public.

Nether Largie North cairn is one of the � ve 
large burial monuments that form a linear cem-
etery along Kilmartin Glen, but in 2018 it was 
badly damaged when the cairn door was stolen 
from the site.

A spokesperson for Kilmartin Museum this 
week said: ‘We are delighted to announce the 
reopening of Nether Largie north cairn.

‘� e cairn has been closed for the past three 
years, a� er vandals decided to make o�  with the 
cairn door – presumably thinking it was made 

A new team of divers has achieved advanced 
instructor status a� er being put through their 
paces on a wild weekend on the Holy Loch.

� e Holy Loch Marina played host to 
the British Sub-Aqua Club on Saturday 
December 11 and Sunday December 12 with 
students being trained in a wide variety of 
marine skills.

Brie� ngs on dry land in Dunoon combined 
with expeditions in � erce weather to the 
Gantock rocks where divers completed 
three separate marine-life surveys, � nding 
an abundance of life all within 10-metre 
stretches.

Course organiser and owner of diving com-
pany Wreckspeditions Jason Coles said: ‘We 
had a great laugh over the two days and we’re 
so glad the plan to have these courses sta-
tioned here seems to be working. A massive 
thank you to the Argyll Hotel, Dunoon, for 
accommodating the group of 11 and making 
them feel welcome and catered for.

‘Also thanks to Sword� sh Marine for our 
second vessel, and to the sta�  at the Holy 
Loch Marina.’

of lead or copper, although it largely consists of 
zinc.

‘A huge thanks to Historic Environment 
Scotland for its help on the matter.’

Nether Largie north is an extensive chambered 
cairn which was excavated in 1930 and found to 
contain a central cist from where a number of 
items and artefacts were recovered including 
items of ochre and charcoal as well as a human 
molar tooth.

� e cist was covered by a large capstone fea-
turing approximately 40 cup-and-ring marks 
and pecked carvings of two axe-heads.

A climate action plan designed speci� cally for 
the needs of the islands of Islay and Jura has 
been selected as one of seven being supported 
nationally.

� e plan drawn up in a partnership between 
Islay Energy Trust Ltd, South Islay Development, 
Jura Development Trust and Islay Development 
Initiative has been selected to participate in the 

Community Climate Action Programme deliv-
ered by environmental charity Keep Scotland 
Beautiful.

� e new programme will support seven 
communities throughout Scotland to produce 
tailored community climate action plans.

Keep Scotland Beautiful will support the 
partnerships to begin their actions, signposting 
them to sources of advice and funding relevant 
to their plan, and help them establish how they 
will evaluate impact, over the coming months.

A spokesperson for the trusts said: ‘We appre-
ciate being selected to work with Keep Scotland 
Beautiful over the coming months to develop 
our own bespoke plan to help tackle climate 
change in our communities.

‘We’re looking forward to our � rst engagement 
workshop and will be reaching out to encourage 
everyone to get involved.’

� e workshops will take place over the � rst 
few months of 2022 with the aim of helping the 
islands reimagine a low carbon future for their 
community.

Divers learn their instructor skills on the 
Holy Loch.

Divers complete instructor training
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Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives  
friends & neighbours 

from Catherine 
Ferguson, 93 Tomaig 
Road, Campbeltown

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from  
Esther Thomson.

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my family, friends 
and neighbours  

from  
Wilma Ellis

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives, 
friends and neighbours 
from William and Ellen 

Armour, Ellen Lea, 
Machrihanish

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives  
friends & neighbours  

from Elizabeth Semple, 
Southend.

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives  
friends & neighbours 

from Betty MacCallum, 
115 Ralston Road

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

 to all my relatives 
and friends

 from 
Sally Conner

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my family, friends 
and neighbours 

from Isobel Conley 
7 Meadowpark 
Campbeltown.

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives  
friends & neighbours 

from Christine, 
99 Davaar Avenue

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

 to all my relatives  
friends & neighbours 

from Neil, 
7 Harbour View

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives, 
friends and neighbours 

from Hector and 
Christine Duncan, 
Skeroblin Farm.

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives  
friends & neighbours 

from  
Cathie Mathieson

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives  
friends & neighbours 

love from  
Catherine Lang  

and family

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all family, neighbours 
and friends  

from Cathie Armour, 
Glebe Street

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

 to all our relatives, 
friends and neighbours 

from Fiona and  
Billy Bruce

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

 to all my relatives  
friends & neighbours 
from John MacMillan 

M.B.E., 8 Wallace 
cottages, Southend

Alex and John Johnston 
would like to wish all 
our relatives, friends 
and neighbours a 

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

Flora Gillespie, 33 
Dalaruan, Campbeltown 

would like to wish all 
relatives, friends and 

neighbours a 
MERRY CHRISTMAS

TEddY And  
doT RuSSEll 

would like to wish all 
family, friends and 

neighbours a Merry 
Christmas

CHRISTMAS  
GREETInGS 

to family, friends and 
neighbours from Doris 

Newlands, 1 Castlepark, 
Campbeltown

SEASonS  
GREETInGS

 from Flora Smedley,  
17b John Street.

Donald and 
Sadie Colville, 

Kilkenzie
would like to wish all 

their relatives, friends & 
neighbours a  

merry Christmas

Stephen & 
Alison Kelly, 
Campbeltown
wishing all our family & 

friends a very  
Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year

Your personal Christmas 
messages for 2021

Merry Christmas  
 and best wishes  

for 2022
to all my family and 

friends from Margaret 
Barrett, 13 Burnside 
Cottages, Stewarton
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Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

 to all our relatives, 
friends and neighbours 

Malcolm & Helen 
McIntyre & family.

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives  
friends & neighbours 

from May Currie, 
Tayinloan

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives, 
friends and neighbours 

from Ishbel, Iona, 
John, Paul, Peter-John 

and Feuna, Crosshill 
Avenue, Campbeltown.

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives  
friends & neighbours 

from James 
McConnachie, 9 

Broomfield, Carradale.

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives  
friends & neighbours 

from  
Mary Barbour, 

Rockferne

Wishing all our family, 
friends and neighbours 

a happy Christmas 
and peacefully and 

healthy New Year from 
Margaret and Alex 
Craig, Glen Mhairi.

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives, 
friends and neighbours 
from Donald, Margaret 
and Donald Anderson, 

Campbeltown

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

 to all our relatives, 
friends and neighbours 

from Richard and 
Nettie, Achabhrad

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives 
friends & neighbours, 

from  
Dougie & Mandy Lang

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my family & 
friends, and the staff at 
Lorne Campbell Court, 

from Rachel Lang

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

 to all my relatives  
and friends  

from John MacVean,  
15 Lynn Court Oban.

Lesley Mitchell from 
Campbeltown would 

like to wish all her 
relatives, friends and 

neighbours a  
Merry Christmas.

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

 to all our relatives, 
friends and neighbours 

from Dokey and  
Katy McSporran,  
16 Millers Park.

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives  
friends & neighbours  
from Nancy Wilkin,  
16b Calton Avenue.

Janette and Hector 
wish all family, friends 

and neighbours a 
merry Christmas  

and a Happy  
New Year

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

and best wishes to 
all our friends and 

neighbours from Janet 
and Willie MacIntyre,  
64 Crosshill Avenue

Jane and Willie 
Paterson wish all family, 
friends and neighbours 
a Merry Christmas 

and a very  
Happy New Year.

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives  
friends & neighbours 

from  
Isabel McConachie, 

Garavoirine.

WARM Good  
WISHES

to my neighbours, friends 
& family at Christmas  

& the New Year  
from Mary Lavery

SEASoNS GREETINGS
to all our relatives,  

friends and neighbours 
from Neil and Anne 

Watson, Ardnacross.

SEASoNS GREETINGS
to all my relatives  

friends & neighbours  
 from Mairi Graham, 
4 Benmore Street, 

Campbeltown.

SEASoNS GREETINGS
to all my relatives  

friends & neighbours  
from Betty Dawson, 
6 Wallace Cottages, 

Southend.

Merry Christmas and  
a Happy New Year

to all family, friends and 
neighbours from  
Donald Sinclair,  

16 Glenfield, Tarbert.

Margaret 
Sims, 

Ardnacraig 
Avenue

would like to wish all 
her friends a Merry 

Christmas & a  
Happy New Year.  
Thinking of you all.

 Neil and 
Susan Smith 
Crosshill, 
Ayrshire 

 wish their friends and 
relatives in Kintyre a 

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.

Tommy and 
Barbara

wish their relatives, 
friends and neighbours 

a Merry Christmas 
and good heath and 
happiness in 2022, 

Oakbank

Billy and 
Margaret 

Rankin
would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 
& neighbours a Merry 

Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.

Hugh 
Colville 

would like to wish all 
his relatives, friends 
and neighbours a 

merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year

Flora Brock
wishes all her relatives 
friends and neighbours 
a Merry Christmas and 

a Happy New Year

 Jimmy 
Anderson 

 would like to wish all 
his relatives, friends  

& neighbours a  
merry Christmas
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Not all soils are equal when it 
comes to carbon sequestration, 
scientists are warning.

If plans to reward them 
financially for increasing 
soil carbon stocks are to be 
introduced, farmers face a 
‘postcode lottery’ according to 
two leading soil scientists.

Speaking at the annual IFS 
Agronomic Conference at the 
University of Cambridge, crop 
research centre Rothamsted's 
Professor Andrew Neal and 
Professor David Powlson said 
geological history - which de-
termines soil type - will make 
capturing more carbon in the 
soil ‘nigh-on impossible’ for 
some farmers.

Professor Neal said: ‘If you 
farm on sandy soils, then you 
will struggle to increase the 
carbon content of your soil. 
You might be doing all the 
right things to increase the 
carbon flowing through your 

soil, but it won’t show up when 
they come to test your soil.’

Common ways to improve 
soil carbon include the 
addition of manures or crop 
residues, growing cover crops 
in the winter and the rearing 
of grazing livestock and crops 
together.

Under government propos-
als, farmers would be paid 
to manage their farms using 
env i ron menta l ly-f r iend ly 
practices, often termed ‘regen-
erative agriculture’.

The problem, says Professor 
Neal, is that the potential 
for carbon sequestration is 
strongly influenced by soil 
type, particularly texture, and 
the starting carbon content, 
which will be a legacy of past 
farming practices.

‘Changes in soil carbon in 
response to alterations in 
management practice occur 
slowly.

‘It’s also difficult to measure 
the likely small changes in 
soil carbon within a short 
time period; indicators such 
as soil microbial biomass are 
useful in showing whether 
organic carbon is increasing 
or decreasing in response to a 
change of management - but 
these measurements provide 
neither an estimate of soil 
carbon stocks, nor a prediction 
of absolute changes in carbon.’

Speaking at the conference, 
Professor Neal and Professor 
Powlson proposed an alter-
native system that measures 
the flow of carbon through 
soil, rather than the actual 
amount in soil at a given time, 
something Professor Neal calls 
a ‘dynamic rather than static’ 
view of soil.

He said: ‘If a system of policy 
requirements or financial 
incentives for increasing soil 

carbon is to be instituted, 
we propose an alternative 
approach using carbon models 
to predict probable changes in 
soil carbon taking account of 
the farmer’s soil type, local cli-
mate, cropping practices and 
starting soil carbon content.

‘This could be combined with 
closer monitoring at a network 
of benchmark sites.’

Careful thought needs to go 
into designing replacements 
for current EU farm subsidies, 
added Professor Powlson, as 
there are formidable challeng-
es to doing this in ways that are 
both fair and practical.

‘There is much interest in 
sequestering carbon in soil as 
a means of mitigating climate 
change by making payments 
to farmers in return for the 
amount of carbon seques-
tered,’ said Professor Powlson.

‘There are several early 
warning methods that may be 

successful in detecting wheth-
er or not a soil is increasing 
its carbon content, and this is 
helpful.

‘But they will probably not 
provide direct evidence of 
the absolute change in total 
carbon that has occurred.’

Soil organic matter contains 
about 50 per cent carbon and 
influences virtually all soil 
properties.

Recent research using 
Rothamsted soils by Professor 
Neal and colleagues has shown 
how the structure of the soil is 
affected by the processing of 
organic matter inputs by soil 
microbes as metabolites form 
associations with mineral 
particles.

The resulting structure in 
turn impacts oxygen diffusion 
through the soil and the micro-
bial processing of carbon and 
other nutrients important for 
crop and livestock nutrition.

Carbon storage plans – all 
soils are not equal warning

Professor Andrew Neal.Professor David Powlson. 
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George Purves, right, managing director of 
United Auctions makes the presentation to 
Donald in the ring at Oban livestock market 
following the Christmas calf sale, watched 
by staff. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn 

It was the end of an era on Tuesday December 
7 as Donald Morrison retired from United 
Auctions after a career spanning 48 years, 
serving the west coast since he was 17 years old.

Having stood down from his auctioneering 
role in 2018, Donald, who turned 65 in 
November, will pass on the baton for west 
coast sales to the existing team of Raymond 
Kennedy, Peter Wood, Ross Fotheringham, 
Murray Steel and Derek Anderson who have 
been in place since 2016.

Donald’s last day as a director of Scotland’s 
leading livestock auctioneers will be Friday 
December 31 but he will continue to be a 
familiar face at the sale rings at Stirling, 
Dalmally, Oban, Islay, Tiree and Uist markets 
to buy livestock on behalf of farmers and 
crofters.

During his time at the company as both an 

employee and board member, Donald has been 
instrumental in helping to secure the long-term 
sustainability of the west coast markets.

The crofter’s son from South Uist advocated 
for the company’s investments to upgrade the 
United Auctions-owned Dalmally and Islay 
marts and the centre at Moleigh near Oban. 
He also played a major role working with the 
communities of Tiree and Lochboisdale to 
ensure their community marts were built.

Donald was also a key part of the team in 
securing the reappointment of United Auctions 
as operators at Oban Livestock Centre.

Wishing you a happy 
retirement, donald

For more information or to place an 
order please send Farm Gates (UK) Ltd 
a message or call: 
Ronnie Finney 07789 276354 
Email:  farm.gates@yahoo.com

MOBILE CATTLE SYSTEM 
FROM £2195 + VAT 
Crush Gate optional extra £599.00 + VAT.

As standard, our Mobile Cattle System comes with a 
60 feet holding pen and 20 feet race, 1 sliding gate 
and all joining pins/stakes included. Our system will 
safely hold 45 full grown cattle (approx.)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modified to suit your 
requirements. Also ideal for TB testing and the 
cattle sliding gate gives full control of the livestock 
from outside the race and stops the race from 
spreading out.

MAIN FEATURES:

•	 Made from high-tensile steel 
All hurdles are 6 railed x 1.75m high 

•	 A funnel is incorporated into the race-way
•	 All hot-dipped galvanised finish
•	 3000mm (3m) long
•	 20-feet race
•	 60-feet holding pen. Includes all joining pins/

stakes
•	 Total 200-feet of penning

PARTS LIST:
•	 10 x 3m (6 railed) cattle hurdles
•	 12 x joining pins/stakes
•	 1 x sliding gate

MOBILE ShEEp SYSTEM
On SALE FROM £1695 + VAT  
(RRP from £3400 plus VAT)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modified to suit your 
requirements

MAIN FEATURES:
•	 Made from high-tensile steel
•	 All hurdles are 8 railed x 970mm high
•	 All hot-dipped galvanised finish
•	 3000mm (3m) long
•	 Includes all joining pins/stakes

OpTIOn 1 
20-feet race, 100-feet holding pen 
£1950 + VAT 
Comes with a 100-feet holding pen and 20-feet 
race, 2 x 2-feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 150 
fully grown sheep (approx)

PARTS LIST:
•	 14 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
•	 12 x joining pins/stakes
•	 2 x 2-feet swing gates

OpTIOn 2 
16 foot sheeted race, 2 way shedding gate, 
galvanised gate, race joiner. 100 foot of penning, 
will comfortably hold 200-250 fully grown sheep, 
£2,450 + VAT. 
I can sell 10’ wide x 5’ high available in packs of 10.

NatioNwide 
dELivEry  

£100 + vAT on 
ALL ordErs ovEr 

£1500 pLUs vAT.

ALL EqUipmEnT FULL 
GrAnT ApprovEd



Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com

Ask for Robert

Camper vans and touring caravans
Any condition or in need of repair

Immediate payment

WANTED 
MOTORHOMES

Tel: 07537 840381

WANTED

Looking for motorhome 
or caravan.

First time buyers.
Any make or condition 

considered. T: 07885 203020    
Email: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of motor homes 
and caravanettes. Any age 
or condition. We also buy 

water damaged or in need 
of repair. Also all types of 
touring caravans from 95 

onwards. We do not dispose.

WANTED

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and 
motor homes, campers 
etc, high mileage, MOT 

failures or damp, all 
considered, any make or 

model, will travel. 

Contact William 07730 130284 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Caravanettes and camper vans, all 
makes and models considered. Also 
touring caravans and statics, instant 

decision, same day payment.
Social distancing measures in place.

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

Please call or WhatsApp James on 
07789 138028/ 07487 548703

Email: wanted4x4s@gmail.com

4x4 VEHICLES
Landrover, Toyota, Isuzu, All single and 

double cab pickups. Any age or condition 
considered. Also buying motorhome and 

caravans. Immediate payment and collection

WANTED

Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com

Ask for Robert

All vehicles considered
Landrover, Toyota, etc including 

all pickups
Old or new, any miles or condition

WANTED ALL 4X4’S

NEW
CAR 

INDEX S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080     01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080     01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080     01292 880440

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead Highbank Park 
01546 606767/ 606272

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of 4x4’s, 
Landrover Toyota, Nissan etc.
We also buy MOT failures and 

accident damage vehicles.
Anything considered.

WANTED 4X4

T: 07546 788945

All types of 4-wheel drive 
vehicles & pickups, Landrovers, 

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford and 
MOT failures, non-runners, etc.

Will travel and collect.

WANTED
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Isuzu UK, along with the entire 
automotive industry is facing 
increasingly complex trading 
conditions because
of the worldwide shortage of 
components, semi-conductors, 
and key materials, which is having 
a detrimental
impact on vehicle production and 
availability.
Isuzu UK is working hard to meet 
the high demand from customers 
for the All-New Isuzu D-Max, 

however, the global component 
shortages and shipping delays 
are currently resulting in longer 
lead times than normal.
William Brown, Managing 
Director, Isuzu UK said “The 
success of the All-New Isuzu 
D-Max has been both rewarding 
and challenging, with demand 
currently outstripping supply. As 
the pick-up professionals, we are 
committed to providing the most 
transparent process possible and 

S & S Services ensure customers are still 
on the fastest route to an All-New D-Max
• A worldwide shortage of semiconductors, key components 

and shipping delays are resulting in longer production lead 
times

• All-New Isuzu D-Max demand currently outstripping supply
• Customers urged to begin new vehicle discussions with 

S&S Services as soon as possible

urge any customers who may 
wish to purchase an Isuzu D-Max 
in the near future or perhaps later 
in 2022 to start discussions with 
your local Isuzu
dealer as soon as possible.”
He added, “Although not 
impacted as severely as most 
manufacturers, we are still 
working tirelessly with the vehicle 
production facility in Thailand 
to minimise customer waiting 
times and we will provide as 
much information to dealers as 
we can to ensure our customers 
are always on the fastest route 
possible to a new Isuzu D-Max.”
The All-New Isuzu D-Max, 
which launched earlier this year, 
combines smart, bold, and 

aggressive styling and
improved off-road performance 
with class-leading safety 
technology. Not only does it deliver 
the capability and durability you 
would expect from an Isuzu pick-
up truck, but this 
tough workhorse 
has also now 
added superior 
levels of comfort, 
refinement, and 
next-generation 
technology.
Customers 
looking to 
purchase a new 
Isuzu D-Max 
are encouraged 
to begin 

discussions with S&S Services to 
ensure they remain on the fastest 
route to a new Isuzu D-Max. For 
more information on the Isuzu 
D-Max range please call on 
01292 880080.



to all our customers
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Campbeltown Motor Company, Snipefield, Drumore, Campbeltown 01586 552030

www.campbeltownmotorcompany.co.uk

CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY

REASSURANCE BUILT IN

COMING SOON 
& NEW FOR 2022
The innovative way to rent a vehicle. 
Smartphones at the ready! 
More details very soon.

We would like to thank all customers 
for their support throughout 2021 
and we wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas from all at 
Campbeltown Motor Company.

Festive opening hours
Friday 24th December  08.00 – 14.00
Saturday 25th to Tuesday 28th December  CLOSED
Wednesday 29th December  08.00 – 17.30
Thursday 30th December  08.00 – 17.30
Friday 31st December  08.00 – 14.00
Saturday 1st January to Wednesday 5th January  CLOSED
Thursday 6th January  08.00 – 17.30

W D Semple would like to thank 
all our customers and wish them 

Seasons Greetings and a 
Happy & Prosperous New Year.

Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year

from

For all makes, Vehicle Sales and Hire Drive
CONTACT 01631 566476
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to all our customers

TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION GARDEN SERVICES

PERSONAL NOTICES

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS

TECHNICAL SERVICES

Argyll and Bute Council
PLANNING

The applications listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be viewed electronically  
through Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.  
Having regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) 
Act 2020, documents are only available to inspect electronically 
at this time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by 
e-mail: planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 
20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997  
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
21/02379/PP Erection of  

dwellinghouse
Plot 7, Land Between 
91 And 93 Roading, 
Campbeltown, 
Argyll And Bute

21/02241/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, 
storage shed, installation 
of sewage treatment plant  
and formation of new 
driveway from existing  
private road

Plot 2 Land North 
Of Rionnagan House, 
Dunmore, Tarbert, 
Argyll And Bute 

21/02137/PP Erection of 25 metre high 
lattice tower, associated 
ancillary works and formation 
of vehicular access

Hillside At 
Drumyeonmore Farm, 
Isle Of Gigha, 
Argyll And Bute 

Written comments can be submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-
applications or to Argyll and Bute Council, Development Management, 
Kilmory Castle, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT within 21 days of this 
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. 
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered 
a public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous 
or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.  
A weekly list of all applications can be viewed on the Councils 
website. Customers are requested to use electronic communication 
where possible during the coronavirus pandemic as 
our ability to process postal mail is restricted.
To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

H 
P
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Templar Arts & 
Leisure Centre

A.G.M
29th December 

2021
at 6.30pm via Zoom
If you wish to attend 
please email wilma.

mackenzie60@
yahoo.com

� e Ardrishaig Boat Club 
would like to say thank you to 
D. A. Macdonald Contractors 
for the placement of rock ar-
mour to protect our yard from 
the winter storms. � anks also 
to MacLeods Construction for 
donating the stone for the job.

I would like to thank all my family, 
friends and neighbours for the lovely 

cards, � owers and gi� s received during 
my stay in hospital. To all the doctors 

and nursing sta�  in Campbeltown, 
Glasgow and Oban for their specialist 

care and attention, I wish you all a very 
merry Christmas and a healthy New 

Year.
Catherine Sym

CLASSIFIED 
& PERSONAL 
NOTICES

PUBLIC 
NOTICES



Family Coordinator
We are looking to recruit a new Family Co-ordinator to contribute to the 
effective day to day coordination within our Home-Start Lorn Scheme.
The successful candidate will be passionate about early years support for 
families, have excellent coordination, communication and interpersonal 
skills and ideally have experience of coordinating and working within a 
similar service as part of a team.
The post involves regulated work with children and protected adults. PVG 
Scheme membership is essential.

To apply for this job please send a cover email requesting an application 
pack to the admin@homestartlorn.org.uk
Closing date: Monday, January 3rd 2022.
Hours: Full time (Negotiable), 
35 per week, Mon-Fri.

Salary: £25,293 - £28,359 depending on suitability 
and experience.

Bonnar Sand & Gravel
Job opportunity

Full time Plant Fitter Mechanic 
with HGV experience

Daily transport between Cowal 
and Cairndow can be provided.

Applications by Phone to:
01499 600 268 / 01499 600 269

Out of office: 07342 248 628
Or by email to info@bonnar.com

For an informal chat on the position.

Full time positions available 
for the following:

Joiners 

(Mid Argyll & Oban)

Bricklayers 

(Mid Argyll & Oban)

Electrician 

(Oban)

Labourers 

(Mid Argyll & Oban)

Machine Operative
(Mid Argyll)

For more information call 
01546602989 or email 

jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk

W E D D I N G S

HOUSEKEEPING 
Mon, Wed & Fri

WEDDING STAFF

Tues, Thurs, Sat

PART-TIME & FULL
time positions.  

Flexible working 
Accommodation
can be provided 

01880 770369
07464 484581
hello@crear.co.uk

www.nhshighland.scot.nhs.uk

Oban

NHS Highland Estates  
Department

Maintenance Plumber/Craftsperson 
Lorn and Islands Hospital, Oban
Applicants should have an appropriate and relevant trades qualification 
with significant experience in a maintenance environment.
Familiarity and use of computerised maintenance systems is desirable 
and a flexible approach to work is essential as is the willingness to work 
throughout Argyll & Bute.
The successful candidate will be required to participate on an on-call rota 
for Lorn and Islands Hospital, which normally will be 1 week in 4. 
A full current driving licence is essential.
Starting salary is £23,709 per annum – 37.5 hrs per week, rising 
to £25,982. Payments for on-call are approx £180 per week on call. There 
is also currently long term retention and recruitment premium attached 
of approx £3900 per annum (although this is subject to regular review).
Annual leave entitlement starts at 27 days, rising to 33 days after 10 years 
service (+ another 8 days public holidays).
Informal enquiries to: Robert Wright, robert.wright2@nhs.scot  
01631 789023
Applications can be made on https://apply.jobs.scot.nhs.uk/  
search ref: 079322

RECRUITMENT IN ASSOCIATION WITH

To apply visit  
our website

Roadworker 1
Based on the Isle of Mull  Ref: ARB09075
37 Hours per week
£19,369 - £19,948  
(Temporary until 29/04/22)

Closing date: 23rd December 2021

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs-and-careers

To apply visit  
our website

Roadworker 1
Based on the Isle of Mull  Ref: ARB09074
37 Hours per week
£19,369 - £19,948  
(Temporary until 26/08/22)

Closing date: 23rd December 2021

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs-and-careers

To apply visit  
our website

Roadworker 1
Based in Lochgilphead  Ref: ARB09103
37 Hours per week
£19,369 - £19,948  
(Temporary until 26/08/22)

Closing date: 24th December 2021

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs-and-careers

To apply visit  
our website

Roadworker 2
Based in Lochgilphead  Ref: ARB09102
37 Hours per week
£20,237 - £21,125 

Closing date: 24th December 2021

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs-and-careers

Campbeltown Medical Practice

GP Receptionist Vacancy 
(Permanent contract)

Bright, enthusiastic person required to join 
our busy GP reception team.
You will be part of a very busy team, dealing with 
a high volume of telephone patient enquires.  
This is a demanding and challenging role in a 
constantly changing health environment.
Applicant must have excellent IT skills, have 
exceptional communication skills and be able 
to work under pressure.

Hours: Monday – Thursday 0900 – 1730, 
Friday 0900 – 1700
Salary: Band 2-3,  £19,487 - £23,603 
(dependent on experience)

Please email the practice on 
campbeltown.practice@nhs.scot 
to request a job description.

Closing date: 31st December 2021

Please send your application in writing for the 
attention of Catherine Cunningham, Office 
Supervisor at campbeltown.practice@nhs.scot

WANTED
Cleaner required for busy self catering 

cottage in Tayvallich, sleeps 2
Changeover on Saturdays from 9.30am - 4pm , 
All year round bookings, cleaning must be to 

a very high standard.
For further information 

contact Willie on 07831 697901 or 
williamgfergusson@gmail.com
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CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
WEST LOCHFYNESIDE 

Christmas Services
(Cumlodden, Inveraray and Lochgair 

Churches)

Friday 17th December
Joint Ecumenical service All Saints church,

� e Avenue, Inveraray,
Sunday 19th December 

10.30am Service Cumlodden church
11.30am Service Inveraray Church

Friday 24th December
4pm All age Christmas Eve service

Cumlodden church, Furnace.  All ages 
welcome

Very family friendly, carols and fun.  
Wear something festive.

11.30pm Watchnight service, Inveraray 
church.

Saturday 25th December
10.30am Inveraray church, All age service
Bring your favourite toy and show it to us 

all.
Family friendly.

Sunday 26th December
Songs of praise services

10.00am Cumlodden church
11.30am Inveraray

Request your favourite carol, and we will
sing them. Requests can be le�  in both 

churches
in the run up to Christmas.

Sunday 2nd January 2022
10.00am Lochgair church
11.30am Inveraray church

Epiphany 

ST MARGARETS RC CHURCH
LOCHGILPHEAD

Friday 24th Christmas Eve
9pm Virgil Mass

Saturday 25th Christmas Day
10am Mass

Lochgilphead

All Saints Inveraray
12.30pm

Saturday 1st January 2022
Saturday New Year Mass 

10am

ARDRISHAIG
AND

SOUTH KNAPDALE
PARISHES

Sunday 19th December
Advent 4

“� e Hope-� lled Promise”
Ardrishaig at 11:00am
Achahoish at 12:30pm

Wednesday 22nd Dec
“It’s not quite Christmas . . .”

Not looking forward
to Christmas?

� is may be the Service for you.
It is for all

who have experienced loss
(whatever the loss)

and who feel their loss more
at this time of year,

in
Lochgilphead Parish Church

at 7:00pm 

Christmas Eve
Carol Services

in
Ardrishaig at 4:00pm
Achahoish at 7:00pm

Sunday 26th December
Ardrishaig at 11:00am

(No Service at Achahoish)

Sunday 2nd January 2022
Still Hopeful

Ardrishaig at 11:00am
Achahoish at 12:30pm

Please note that Covid19
control measures apply

at all Services
(Distancing and masks

will be required)

FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
TARBERT AND 

LOCHGILPHEAD

Sunday 19th December 2021
Luke’s Christmas: � e angels’ good news

10.00am Tarbert
11.30am Lochgilphead

6.00pm Carol Service in Lochgilphead

Sunday 26th December 2021
Luke’s Christmas: � e angels’ praise

10.00am Tarbert
11.30am Lochgilphead

All services led by Dr Rodger Crooks

TARBERT PARISH CHURCH

Sunday 19th December 
at 11.30am

Come along and join us as we tell the 
Nativity story a bit di� erently

Christmas Eve - Friday 24th December 
at 5.30pm

Join us for a quiet re� ective service
Sunday 26th December 

at 11.30am
Worship with carols and stories
St Brendan’s Church, Skipness

Sunday 19th December 
at 10am

Advent Week 4
Christmas Eve - Friday 24th December 

at 7pm

Come along and join us as we tell the 
Nativity story a bit di� erently

Sunday 26th December 
at 10am

Worship with carols and stories

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCHES IN MID-ARGYLL

Friday 17th December 7pm
INVERARAY, ALL SAINTS

Ecumenical Carol Service
with ringing of the Bells

(SC025646)

Sunday 19th December 3.30pm
CAROL SERVICE 

St Columba, Poltalloch
with compliant refreshments a� er

(SC031391)

Friday 24th December 11.30pm
CHRISTMAS EVE MIDNIGHT MASS

Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Christ Church, Lochgilphead  

(SC013787)

Saturday 25th December
CHRISTMAS DAY

9am Holy Communion
 St Columba, Poltalloch

11am Sung Eucharist 

Sunday 26th December
11am  Holy Eucharist

 Christ Church, Lochgilphead

Sunday 2nd January
11am EPIPHANY of Our Lord & God Jesus 

Christ
 Holy Eucharist

 Christ Church, Lochgilphead
 (none at St Columba’s)

Sunday 8th January
11am BAPTISM OF OUR LORD JESUS 

CHRIST
 Holy Eucharist with Baptism

 Bp Keith of Argyll & � e Isles to preside 
and baptize

GLASSARY, KILMARTIN AND 
FORD PARISH CHURCH

Sunday 19th December
Carol Service

led by the Trustees

Friday 24th Christmas Eve
11.30pm

Please note there will be no service on 
Sunday 26th Boxing Day

Our services from 2nd January will start at 
11.15am
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CAMPBELTOWN 
FREE CHURCH

George Street, Campbeltown

Sunday 19th December
11.15am Worship Service
Rev Finlay MacKenzie
11.15am Sunday School

5.00pm Carols by Candlelight
All welcome

www.campbeltownfreechurch.
co.uk

Scottish Charity Number: 
SC046745

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

Christ Church, Lochgilphead
Sunday 11am
Holy Eucharist

St Columba, Poltalloch
1st Sunday Holy Communion 

9am
3rd Sunday Evensong 3.30pm

(SCO13787, 31391)

CAMPBELTOWN
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH

A warm welcome awaits you in the 
Kirk Street Hall at 11:00 am 

Baptist Church Pastor Mark Jasper 
01586 554 092 

Christmas Day Service: 10 am
Please Note: There will be no 

service on December 26
pastor@campbeltowncommuni-

tychurch.co.uk 
www.campbeltowncommuni-

tychurch.co.uk 
www.facebook.com/campbeltown-

communitychurch SC043322

SKIPNESS LINKED 
WITH TARBERT 
LOCHFYNE AND 

KILBERRY CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND 

Tarbert Parish Church, Tarbert
Sunday 19th December at 

11.30am
Come along and join us as we tell 
the Nativity story a bit diff erently

St Brendan’s Church, Skipness
Sunday 19th December at 10am

Advent Week 4
Please wear a face covering and 

stay 1 metre apart for the services 
Contact Rev. Lyn Peden 01880 

820158 for pastoral care Charity 
number Tarbert SC002622 

Skipness SC004280

ST. KIERAN’S, 
ST. JOHN STREET, 
CAMPBELTOWN

01586 552160
campbeltown@rcdai.org.uk

Worship:
Rorate Mass  

18 Dec Saturday (Vigil Mass)  
6.00pm

Christmas Vigil Mass 24 Dec       
Friday 9.00pm

Christmas Day Mass 25 Dec       
Saturday   10.00am

Feast of the Holy Family 
26 Dec Sunday 10.00am

(Booking required for 24, 25 and 
26 December services)

Most liturgies live streamed.
https://www.facebook.com/

campbeltownrcchurch
A Parish of the R.C. Diocese of
Argyll and the Isles; Charitable

Trust, a registered Scottish Charity,
SC002876

Parish Priest: Fr. A. Wood
A Parish of the R.C. Diocese of 
Argyll and the Isles; Charitable 

Trust, a registered Scottish Charity, 
SC002876

Parish Priest: Fr. A. Wood

CHURCH NOTICES 
SPRINGBANK 

EVANGELICAL 
CHURCH

JESUS – is the reason for the 
Season

Join us in Springbank Church on
Sunday, 19th December 2021 at 
10.45am for our special Christmas 

Sunday service
PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE 

OF START TIME
Wednesday, 22nd December at 

7.30pm Prayer and the fi nal advent 
Bible StudyTo join either of these 
events on Zoom send your email 

address to offi  cespringbank-
church@gmail.com and you will 

be sent a link.
Next week on Saturday, Christmas 

day - A Christmas Celebration - 
will start at 10.30am.

There will be no service on 
Sunday 26th December

www.springbankchurch.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/

springbankchurch
Contact phone number 01586 

551237 - Church Secretary

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

South Kintyre Team Ministry 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES

19th December
10am at Campbeltown Highland

10am at Carradale
11.30am at Southend

Christmas Eve
8pm at Carradale
10pm at Southend

11.30pm at Campbeltown Highland
Christmas Day

10.45am  United Service at 
Episcopal Church

Boxing Day
10am at Carradale

10am at Campbeltown Highland
11.30am at Southend

All welcome: Covid restrictions 
apply.

Revds Steve and Christine Fulcher 
01586 830504

ST. MARGARET’S 
RC CHURCH

Lochgilphead
Holy Mass Sunday 10AM

ALL SAINTS INVERARAY
Holy Mass Sunday 12.30pm

Fr Henry Nkob
01546602380
All Welcome

LORNE & LOWLAND 
PARISH CHURCH

Sunday 19th December
Morning Worship 11.15am

Triple C Gen 1
Rev W Crossan

Everyone welcome
COVID Guidelines apply

ARDRISHAIG AND 
SOUTH KNAPDALE 

PARISHES
Sunday 19th December

Advent 4
“The Hope-fi lled Promise”

Ardrishaig at 11:00am
Achahoish at 12:30pm

Please note that Covid19
control measures apply

at all Services
(Distancing and masks

will be required)

LOCHGILPHEAD 
PARISH CHURCH

Sunday 19th December
11.00 am

Carol Service
More info at

www.lpchurch.co.uk
Lochgilphead Parish Church

of Scotland - SC016311

GLASSARY, 
KILMARTIN AND 

FORD PARISH 
CHURCH

Barr Mhor, Kilmartin
Sunday 19th December 11am

Our Congregation Carol Service
December 24th 

December Watchnight Service 
11.30pm

Please note that there is no 
service on 26th December

All very welcome 
Please remember to wear a mask

NORTH KNAPDALE 
PARISH CHURCH

Sunday 19 December
Tayvallich Church

10am Morning Worship
Carol service

Booking required
Tel 01546 870635

Covid restrictions apply.
Further information can 
be found on the church

website
www.northknapdale.org

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
WEST LOCHFYNESIDE 
(Cumlodden, Inveraray 

and Lochgair)
Sunday December 19th

10.30am Service Cumlodden 
church

11.30am Service Inveraray church
Masks must be worn when

attending either church.
Charity No: SCO16665

SALVATION ARMY

Sunday 19th December
11am No service

3pm Corp Carol Service
Wednesday

12pm Lunch club Christmas 
Dinner

Covid 19 measures in place If 
we can be of any assistance to 

anyone during this time please call 
us on 01586 552046 Major Ruth 

Russell Scottish Charity Number 
SCO09359

DEATHS
DOCHERTY - Peacefully a� er a 
short illness at Royal Alexandra 
Hospital, Paisley on December 
14, 2021, John Duncan Docherty 
(John Doc), in his 85th year, of 
7 Union Place, Union Street, 
Lochgilphead. Beloved husband 
of Joanne MacLennan, and 
much loved Dad of Joan, John 
and Alaster. Adored and Proud 
Papa and Great-Papa. Dearly 
loved brother of Kenny, and the 
late Maureen and Mamie. Much 
respected brother-in-law, uncle 
and cousin to all the family. A 
good neighbour, dear friend 
and former work colleague to 
many in the Royal Mail and 
Bosnia Shop. Funeral service 
will be held in Lochgilphead 
Parish Church on � ursday, 
December 23 at 11am (restricted 
numbers in church), therea� er 
to Cardross Crematorium at 
2.15pm. For those wishing to 
pay their respects, the funeral 
cortège will leave the church 
at approx. 11.30am, travelling 
down Argyll Street, turning 
along Union Street en-route to 
Cardross Crematorium. Family 
� owers only please. Donations 
can be made in John’s memory 
to Chest, Heart and Stroke 
Foundation.
MABON - Peacefully at the 
Western General Hospital, 
Edinburgh, on December 
3, 2021, Anne Mabon née 
Urquhart, in her 79th year, 
formerly of Campbeltown, 
dearly beloved wife of the late 
James Mabon (Jim) much loved 
mum of James, Kenneth and 
Caroline, mother-in-law of 
Sheena and Kenneth’s partner 
Myra and loving gran of Claire, 
Jennifer, Kenneth and Kieran. A 
cremation service will be held 
in West Lothian Crematorium, 
Livingston on Tuesday, 
December 21 at 3.00 p.m. To 
which all friends are respectfully 
invited.
MACDOUGALL - A� er a 
gradual decline over a period 
of time, on December 6, 2021, 
at the Mid Argyll Hospital, 
Mary Jean MacDougall, aged 
77 years, of Torgortan Cottage, 
Tayvallich. Retired Postwoman. 
Beloved sister of John; aunt to 
Peter and Jessica and great-aunt 
to Sadie, Jake and Jenna. A 
dear friend and former work 
colleague to many. Funeral 
service was held at Cardross 
Crematorium on � ursday, 
December 16, 2021. Donations 
can be made in memory of 
Mary directly either to Glenaray 
Ward, Mid Argyll Hospital or 
British Heart Foundation, or 
via Donald MacDonald Funeral 
Directors Ltd.
MARTIN - Peacefully at the 
Queen Elizabeth University 
Hospital, on December 12, 2021, 
surrounded by his family, David 
McNaughton Martin (Davie) in 
his 67th year, 27 Smith Drive, 
adored husband of Wilma, 
loving dad to Iona, Iain and 
the late David, amazing granda 
to James, Craig, Scott, Kian, 
Robbie and Ethan, great-granda 
to Ivy, respected father-in-law 
to Sheena and Gareth, loving 
brother to Fay, Isabel and the 
late Ronnie. Davie’s funeral 
will take place today, Friday, 
December 17. � e cortège will 
leave the family home at 1.00 
p.m. following a short prayer. 
We will travel along Smith 
Drive, Ralston Road, Main 
Street and round the Cross on 

our way to Kilkerran Cemetery. 
Anyone is welcome to attend 
the Service alternatively you 
may pay your last respects to 
Davie along our route. Family 
� owers only please. Black ties 
are optional.
MCEACHRAN - Suddenly 
at home, 65 Davaar Avenue, 
Campbeltown, on December 
11, 2021, David McKendrick 
McEachran (Davie) in his 72nd 
year, dearly beloved son of 
the late Dougie and Charlotte 
(Dolly) McEachran and a loving 
uncle. Davie’s funeral will take 
place on Monday, December 20. 
� e cortège will leave the home 
address at 1.00 p.m. a� er a short 
prayer. We will travel along 
Davaar Avenue, � e Roading, 
Longrow, Aqualibrium Avenue 
and past the Cross on our way 
to Kilkerran Cemetery. Anyone 
is welcome to attend the service 
alternatively you may pay your 
last respects to Davie along our 
route.
MENZIES – Frances. � e 
funeral for Frances will take 
place at 4pm on Monday, 
December 20, 2021 in Perth 
Crematorium. In lieu of � owers 
we kindly ask for donations to 
be made to PDSA https://www.
justgiving.com/fundraising/
frances-menzies
MITCHELL - Peacefully 
at Lorne Campbell Court, 
Campbeltown, on Friday, 
December 10, 2021, Margaret 
Moore Mitchell née Campbell, 
in her 85th year, formerly 
of Gardale, 31 High Street, 
Campbeltown, dearly beloved 
wife of the late Dougie Mitchell, 
much loved mum of Carol and 
Alexander, loving granny of 
Graham and Hannah and great 
granny of Brody and Mason.
WILKINSON - Peacefully, 
a� er a long illness, at home 
with her beloved son, Brian, 
on December 14, 2021, May 
Wilkinson, née Darroch, in her 
84th year, of 2 Glenfyne Park, 
Ardrishaig. Dearly loved wife of 
the late Tommy Wilkinson, and 
much loved and loving mother 
of Brian. Dear sister of the late 
Margaret, and a much respected 
sister-in-law, aunt and cousin 
to all the family. Funeral service 
will be held in Ardrishaig Parish 
Church, on Monday, December 
20, 2021, at 12noon. Numbers 
are restricted for the church. 
Additional mourners can pay 
their respects as the funeral 
cortège makes it way en-route 
to Achnabreac Cemetery, at 
approx. 12.45pm, or to attend at 
the graveside committal. Family 
� owers only please. Donations 
can be made in May’s memory 
directly to Alzheimer Scotland 
or via Donald MacDonald 
Funeral Directors.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
CHESTNUT - � e family of 
the late Daniel Chestnut wish 
to express their thanks to the 
sta�  of the Acute Ward at 
Campbeltown Hospital and 
the Home Care Teams for their 
diligent care over the years. 
� anks to all family and friends 
for their condolences at this 
time. Reverend William Crossan 
for a beautiful and personal 
service and to all at T.A. Blair's 
for all their help and support.
GILCHRIST – Shirley and 
family would like to thank 
family, friends and neighbours 
for all the kind expressions of 
sympathy a� er the sad loss of 

Alex. Grateful thanks to the 
ambulance sta�  in attendance 
and a special thanks to Lorne 
McArthur. � anks to Rev P 
Wallace for his comforting and 
personal service at Cardross. 
� ank you to Kenneth, Rhys 
and sta�  for their support 
and handling of everything. 
Heartfelt thanks to all who came 
out for Alex’s last journey, it 
brought us much comfort.
MCCALLUM - � e family of 
the late Margaret would like to 
thank everyone for the many 
expressions of sympathy, cards 
and � owers received on the 
sad loss of their beloved mum. 
Special thanks to Rev W Crossan 
for a personal and upli� ing 
service.To all who attended the 
church service and everyone who 
lined the route of her cortège. 
To Kenny, Rhys and Kelly of 
TA Blair, Funeral Directors 
for all their help and support. 
� anks to all the sta�  at Lorne 
Campbell Court, Campbeltown 
Social Work Department, 
Lochgilphead Dementia Team, 
the Community Nurses and 
all NHS Campbeltown Sta� . 
Finally thanks to the Ardsheil 
Hotel for purvey.
MCLACHLAN - � e family of 
the late Helen McLachlan (Ella) 
would like to sincerely thank 
everyone for the many kind 
words, cards and expressions 
of sympathy received following 
their recent sad loss. Special 
thanks to Auchinlee and Kintyre 
Care Homes for excellent care 
over the last few years. � anks 
also to Rev William Crossan 
for a comforting and upli� ing 
service, Kenneth and Rhys Blair 
for professional and e�  cient 
funeral arrangements, Argyll 
Bowling Club and Argyll Bakery 
for excellent purvey. Finally, 
sincere thanks to everyone who 
attended church and graveside 
and to all those who lined the 
route to the cemetery to pay 
their respects.
MCLARTY - � e family of the 
late Evelyn McLarty, would 
like to thank everyone most 
sincerely, for the many kind 
expressions of sympathy and 
support received in their recent 
sad loss. Special thanks to Dr 
Ward and Dr Spink, all the 
district Nursing Team and 
Marie Curie, for all the kind care 
and attention received. � anks 
also to Rev Ian Miller for a 
comforting service at Cardross 
and Rev Lyn Peden at Tarbert 
Cemetery, Stan Lupton Funeral 
Directors for professional 
services and to all who paid their 
respects as the cortege made 
its way to the crematorium. 
Donations to Marie Curie raised 
£75.
MERRILEES - � e family of the 
late Elizabeth Merrilees would 
like to thank everyone for the 
many expressions of sympathy, 
cards and � owers on the recent 
sad loss of their wife, mum, 
Gran and great-gran. Special 
thanks to Mathew Ramsay for 
such a meaningful and personal 
service.� anks to Kenneth 
Blair and sta�  for all their 
caring and professional support 
throughout.  � anks also to the 
Glen Restaurant, Carradale for 
providing a lovely tea a� er the 
service. Very special thanks to 
accident and emergency and 
ward 42 Victoria In� rmary, 
Kirkcaldy for the amazing care 
given to Elizabeth in her � nal 
days. Final thanks to all family 

and friends who attended the 
service or lined the street  to pay 
their last respects, this was all 
very much appreciated by the 
family.
MOLLER - Leonie and family 
thank everyone for the many 
expressions of sympathy and 
support received a� er Graham's 
passing. Special thanks to all 
the sta�  at Oban hospital and 
Muasdale surgery. � anks to 
Rev Dr Rodger Crooks for an 
upli� ing service in Clachan 
church which was kindly lent. 
� anks to session clerk Liz Ball, 
to organist Mr J Weeks and 
all the Elders. To Stan Lupton 
Funeral Director for his caring 
and professional services, 
to Fresh Connection for the 
� owers, Argyll Bakeries for the 
purvey, and to the committee 
for the use of Tayinloan hall. 
� anks to all who attended the 
service and to those who paid 
their respects in the village and 
at the graveside. � anks to all 
the friends at Campbeltown 
Free Church whose love, prayers 
and support have been greatly 
appreciated and a great comfort 
to us all. Retiral collection for 
Macmillan Nurses and RNLI 
Raised £150. Graham is now 
`Forever with the Lord`.
REPPKE - � e family of the 
late Catherine Reppke would 
like to thank everyone who paid 
their respects to mum along 
the route to the cemetery; to 
the Rev William Crossan for 
his comforting service at the 
house and graveside and to 
Kenneth Blair for his digni� ed, 
professional services. Special 
thanks to all the sta�  at the 
Kintyre Care Home who looked 
a� er mum with compassion and 
great kindness and to all other 
medical sta�  who helped her 
during the latter years of her life.
SCALLY - Craig and Hazel 
would like to thank everyone 
for their kind messages and 
gi� s following the recent sad 
loss of Craig's mum, Mary 
Scally. We would like to thank 
Kintyre Nursing Home sta�  
for their care over the past � ve 
years, the Reverend Stephen 
Fulcher for an upli� ing service, 
Katrina Macdonald for playing 
the organ and everyone who 
supported us at the church or 
along the route to Kilkerran. 
We would also like to thank 
Kenneth Blair funeral services 
for a digni� ed service, the Argyll 
Hotel for their excellent purvey 
and � nally all my mothers 
friends for their friendship over 
the years.
IN MEMORIAMS
GATNER – In loving memory 
of Andy, who died December 
22, 2005.
Sadly missed, loved and 
remembered always.
- Love Sarah, Rita and Andrew.
HATTON - In loving memory 
of Jim, a dear husband, father, 
father-in-law and papa, who 
passed away on December 20, 
2019. 
Forever in our hearts.
- Bell, Allan, Ailsa and family. 
Xx
MACIVER – Billy.
Can’t believe another year since 
you had to depart and the pain 
of losing you still breaks my 
heart.
Time doesn’t heal, that's just a 
lie, inside you still hurt and want 
to cry.
- Love you my Daddy, Trina.

MCMILLAN – Mary passed 
away December 12, 2017.
� ose we love don’t go away
� ey walk beside us every day
Unseen, unheard,
Still loved, still missed
And very dear
- Your loving husband James.
ROBERTSON – In loving 
memory of my dear wife 
Barbara McNicol, who died in 
Inverness, December 22, 2011, 
aged 67. Much loved mother to 
Bob and Julie in Inverness and 
Glasgow.
- Inserted by Cecil Robertson.
WATSON – In loving memory 
of our dear parents, June, who 
died December 24, 2006 and 
Duncan, who died December 
13, 2016.
Loved and remembered every 
day
In our hearts you will always 
stay.
- Duncan, Morag, Joanne and 
families.
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Two sailing stars with 
Helensburgh roots have called 
time on their Olympic careers.

London 2012 silver medallist 
Luke Patience and two-time 
Olympian Charlotte Dobson 
- both from Rhu - are among 
a number of British sailors 
making the decision.

British Sailing Team boss 
Mark Robinson heaped praise 
on the sailing stars a� er they 
announced their retirement 
from Olympic campaigning.

It follows a stellar perfor-
mance from Team GB’s sailors 
at the Tokyo 2020 Olympics, 
at which the team secured the 
top spot on the sailing medal 
table for the � � h time in six 
Olympic Games with three 
golds, a silver and a bronze.

‘� ese individuals have 
made such a huge impact on 
our sport, their achievements 
speak for themselves, and 
they’ve inspired countless 
youngsters to follow in their 
footsteps,’ said Robinson, the 
Royal Yachting Association’s 
Olympic performance 
manager.

‘I feel very proud to have led 
a team full of such great ath-
letes, and those retiring will be 
sorely missed.

‘However as a team we are 
well-prepared. Lots of our 
Tokyo team are going again, 
plus there are a whole host of 
talented sailors who’ve been 
waiting patiently in the wings 
to get their time to shine.’

Luke Patience was just 25 
when he won a silver medal 
alongside Stuart Bithell in 
the men’s 470 class at London 
2012.

A� er winning a spot with 
Team GB at Rio 2016, his 
campaign was turned upside 

down when crew partner 
Elliot Willis was diagnosed 
with cancer, and they were 
deselected.

Chris ‘Twiggy’ Grube had 
been part of the British sailing 
team for almost a decade when 
he got the last-minute call-up 
to join Patience, with whom he 
had raced alongside in the mid 
2000s.

� e pair went on to � nish an 
incredible � � h, and took that 
partnership into the Tokyo 
cycle - and all the way to Tokyo 
2020 itself.

� ey enjoyed a strong start to 
the Olympic regatta, and de-

spite slipping down the leader 
board slightly in the lighter 
winds through the week, only 
the Aussies bettered them for 
the lowest discard.

A consistent series had them 
into the medal race as one of 
only � ve boats who could take 
home an Olympic medal.

With Sophie Ainsworth, 
Charlotte Dobson won her 
spot in Team GB for Rio 2016 
in the 49erFX ski� .

She then joined forces with 
Saskia Tidey and the duo 
quickly established themselves 
as a powerhouse of the 49erFX 
� eet, backed up by string of 
podium results with silvers at 
the Olympic test event and the 
2020 World Championships.

� e pair led the Tokyo 2020 
regatta in the windy early stag-
es, eventually � nishing sixth.

Charlotte, who married 
Dylan Fletcher a few weeks 
a� er returning from Tokyo, 
is now looking to work in 
banking.

Luke said: ‘It’s the end of a 
long, wonderful 17-year jour-

ney. A� er many long weeks 
thinking about it and talking 
to many di� erent people I feel 
like I’ve made peace with that 
decision and that it’s the right 
one for me now.

‘Success is a wee drug and so 
to walk away from a life-long 
journey feels a bit weird. It 
won’t stop overnight and my 
heart still longs to continue, 
but my head is winning the 
battle. � ere must be some-
thing in the water on the west 
coast of Scotland because 
we’ve produced some phenom-
enally good sailors today and 
in years gone by.’

Looking ahead, he added: 
‘I’m giving my mind and body 
a bit of time to wind down. 
I’d love to lead a team in the 
Ocean Race when the time’s 
right; I’d like to start a whisky 

brand and do bits like that.
‘I’m looking forward to 

spending a bit more time with 
family and enjoying the things 
in life that I’ve had to put on 
the sidelines for a very long 
time. I’m a sailor in my heart 
and I doubt I’ll ever be that far 
from the British sailing team 
in some shape or form.'

‘It’s been an amazing period 
of time, and now I’m going 
on to work out what the next 
thing is,’ explained Charlotte.

She added: ‘It was a pretty 
easy decision, to be honest. I 
genuinely felt in the couple of 
years before Tokyo that Saskia 
and I had given ourselves the 
best chance of winning a med-
al in Tokyo.

‘We’d worked with some in-
credible coaches and support 
sta� , and had some amazing 

sailors in our training groups. 
We gave it a really good crack 
but it wasn’t enough at the end.

‘It’s a huge honour to wear 
the Team GB top - it’s some-
thing I’ve thought about since 
I was tiny. � e � rst time I got 
to pull it on in Rio was quite a 
shock. I wasn’t expecting it to 
hit home quite so much with 
Tokyo, but it totally did.

‘Sailing has brought me all 
the way from the west coast 
of Scotland to Portland island 
and I love it. I won’t be com-
pletely disappearing.

‘It’s the most incredible 
sport, and so wide-ranging. 
You can sail fast boats, slow 
boats, complicated boats, sim-
ple boats, with people, on your 
own. Anything is possible 
when you set a goal, put your 
mind to it and crack on.’

Argyll and Bute Olympic 
sailors announce retirement

‘I’m a sailor in my heart and I doubt I’ll ever 
be that far from the British sailing team in 
some shape or form.’

‘It’s the most 
incredible sport, and 
so wide-ranging. 
You can sail fast 
boats, slow boats, 
complicated boats, 
simple boats, with 
people, on your own.’

Luke 
Patience, 

right, with 
Chris Grube. 

Photo: Lloyd Images. 

Charlotte 
Dobson � ies 
the � ag. 
Photo: Nick 

Dempsey/RYA.
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Mull Rally organisers are 
carrying out a consultation 
while next year’s event is still 
10 months down the road.

Richard Crozier was at the 
island’s community council 
meeting on Zoom to share 
early proposals and dates 
for the 2022 rally which will 
take place between � ursday 
October 13 and Sunday 
October 16.

Next year’s rally will be the 
50th running of the rally and 
feedback so far from people is 
that they want organisers to 
‘try and mix things up a bit’, 
said Mr Crozier

� ursday December 30 was 
originally set as a deadline to 
hear back from people so all 
the information can be collat-
ed and shaped into proposals 
– that date has now been 
extended to Friday January 7.

Residents and businesses on 
and o�  the route are invited 
to have a say by emailing 
consult@mullrally.org.

Community council con-
vener Tom Nelson had asked 
at the meeting how organisers 

were driving forward the con-
sultation. Word has been put 
out through the Round and 
About newsletter on the island 
and Facebook, he was told.

Mr Nelson had questioned 
whether December 30 gave 
people enough time to 
respond.

A change of personnel 
among organisers means 
they have their ‘L’ plates on, 
community council members 
were told.

‘It is critical that the island 
continues to love the rally and 
vice-versa. 

‘We are absolutely commit-
ted to that,’ added Mr Crozier.

� e Mull Rally, a closed-road 
car rally, started out as the 
Tour of Mull in 1969. 

It was the � rst event on 
‘mainland’ UK to get an Act of 
Parliament to be able to close 
public roads. 

� e iconic event is consid-
ered as one of the toughest on 
the British rally calendar.

To see more details on the 
rally plans so far go to https://
bit.ly/mullrally22consult.

Mull rally drives consultation
50th anniversary event organisers look for feedback on way forward

Mull Rally 2021 winners 
Daniel Harper and Chris 

Campbell

Shinty reporter Alasdair Bruce 
selected his 2021 South shinty 
players of the year.

With so many excellent play-
ers to choose from, only those 
who played most of the season 
were considered.  
Andrew King (Kyles Athletic) 
Andrew King, pictured, seems 
to get better with each passing 
season. He can break up an at-
tack and set up an attack with 
equal ease. Andrew covers a 

lot of ground and has all the 
attributes of a modern-day 
defender.
Roddy MacDonald
(Kyles Athletic)
Roddy MacDonald scored 
six goals in 11 games as Kyles 
li� ed the Scottish Sea Farms 
Glasgow Celtic Society Cup. 
He is equally at home playing 
in defence or attack and has 
maintained a high level of form 
for a number of seasons now.

Daniel Cameron 
(Oban 
Camanachd)
Oban Camanachd 
boasted arguably 
shinty’s best de-
fence last season, 
only losing six 
goals over 11 games. 
� ey weren’t always tested 
to the same extent as in the 
Premiership but the statistics 
are still impressive, keeping 

clean sheets in seven 
of their 11 matches 

and only losing 
one goal in three 
of the other four 
matches. Scottish 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Daniel Cameron is 

a leader whose skilful 
defending has been a key 

component in the Oban side’s 
back line. Daniel captains this 
select team.  

Daniel Sloss 
(Oban Camanachd)
Daniel Sloss is one of shinty’s 
most talented youngsters who 
can be a mainstay of the Oban 
Camanachd side for at least 
another 15 years. He is usually 
given a man-marking role on 
the opponents most danger-
ous forwards which speaks 
volumes of the trust placed in 
him. 

� e pandemic probably 

robbed him of the opportunity 
to captain the Scotland U17s 
at a time when he was already 
an established Scotland U21 
international.

Kyles Athletic players make list of top 2021 shinty players of year

‘It is important to us, as the 
event organising team, that we 
understand what implications 

our proposed event format, 
road closures and route have 
on the businesses and resi-

dents of Mull,’ said the rally’s 
Facebook post on Everything 
Mull.
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