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Christmas shoppers in Mid 
Argyll are being urged to keep 
their spending local through a 
new gi�  card scheme.

� e Scotland Loves Local in-
itiative aims to boost business 
in Argyll and Bute through a 
voucher scheme that can be 
used only in the region.

Use of the gi�  cards, how-
ever, has been slow to take o�  
in Mid Argyll, with retailers 
suggesting its bene� ts have not 
been clearly communicated.

When the Argyll and Bute 
local gi�  card was launched in 
the summer of 2021, council 
leaders claimed it would 
provide a much-needed cash 
injection for local business.

� at boost, according to shop 
owners, has yet to materialise.

� e gi�  card is run by 

Santa was in Tarbert last weekend with eager elves Caeleigh Kean and Teigan Sloan for a new event in the festive calendar. Talented Argyll crafters, 
music and food combined to create a lovely festive atmosphere. And Santa had a special little reindeer with a di� erence to help him. Read all about it 
on pages 14 and 15. 51_a50Christmas_Gather11

 

SANTA CLAUS IS 
COMING TO 
TARBERT

Keep your 
Christmas 
list local, 
shoppers 
urged

Continued on page six.

Millennium Group
kenny.millgroup@gmail.com
The Scottish government are introducing new legislation in 
February 2022 which requires all homes to be fi tted with:

• interlinked smoke alarms in living area and 
hallway or landing

• a linked heat detector in the kitchen and

• where a boiler, fi re or fl ue is fi tted, a carbon 
monoxide  alarm is also required per unit

GET AHEAD OF THE 
RUSH AND CALL 
OR TEXT KENNY TO 
ORDER YOUR NEW 
ALARM SYSTEM 
TODAY ON 
07940 585830.

Millennium Group can supply and install a 
complete alarm system, tailored to your home, 
to keep you and your loved ones safe.

Each alarm complies with 
Safety Standards set by 
the Scottish Government 
and we have undergone 
specialist training to 
become expert installers, 
all giving you peace of 
mind.
Alarms are WIRELESS and replace existing equipment.

by Fiona Ross
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

INSIDE
Your personal Christmas 
messages to friends and 

family, near and far
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 A 25-year-old man driving 
on the A83 in Tarbert at 5pm 
on Tuesday November 30 
was found in possession of a 
quantity of herbal cannabis 
when police stopped the 
vehicle for a drugs search. 
The driver was issued with a 
recorded police warning.
 At 6.30pm on Wednesday 
December 1 on the A83 in 
Tarbert police stopped a 
vehicle that was allegedly 
speeding. The 30-year-old 
male driver was charged with 
the o� ence. A report has 
been sent to the procurator 
� scal.
 A vehicle was reported 
stolen from a driveway at an 
address at Bridgend, Islay, 
on Tuesday November 16. 
Anyone with information can 
call police on 101 or anony-
mously via Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.
 On Friday December 3 on 
Oban Road, Lochgilphead, 
police had cause to stop a 
vehicle.  The 22-year-old male 
driver was allegedly found to 
have no insurance and to be 
in possession of a quantity 
of herbal cannabis. A report 
will be submitted to the 
procurator � scal.

� e Scottish Government and 
Police Scotland have launched 
this year’s festive drink and 
drug-driving campaign, high-
lighting the consequences of 
driving under the in� uence.

� e campaign warns mo-

torists of a zero-tolerance 
approach.

In the last two months, 852 
roadside drug tests have been 
carried out across Scotland, 
resulting in 395 positive tests. 
In the same period, 600 drivers 

were arrested for drink-driv-
ing related o� ences.

Drivers who provide a 
positive roadside drug test are 
arrested and taken to a police 
station where a blood sample is 
obtained and sent for further 
analysis.

� e campaign stresses the 
criminal and personal conse-
quences of being found guilty 
of driving under the in� uence 
of alcohol or drugs.

Minister for Transport 

Graeme Dey said: ‘� e 
consequences of drink and 
drug-driving can be devastat-
ing and those found guilty of 
breaking the law could face a 
criminal record, a large � ne, 
and up to six months in prison.

‘Driving while under the in-
� uence puts not only the driver 
but passengers and other road 
users at risk of serious injury 
or worse.

‘Our message is clear, if 
you’re having a drink, leave 

the car at home and if you’re 
driving, the best approach is 
none.’

Chief Superintendent Louise 
Blakelock, Police Scotland’s 
head of road policing, said: 
‘I am urging drivers to plan 
ahead this festive season; think 
how you’re getting home a� er 
drinking and consider the 
impact alcohol can still have 
the morning a� er. Please don’t 
drink or take drugs and drive, 
it’s not worth the risk.’

High tides, fallen trees, rain 
and snow followed the high 
winds as Storm Barra passed 
through Argyll, writes Colin 
Cameron.

Early on Tuesday December 
7, the Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency (SEPA) 
issued a � ood warning for 
Argyll, including the threat of 
waves spilling on to low-lying 
land and roads, particularly 
at high tide on Tuesday a� er-
noon, with 50mph south-east-
erly winds reinforcing storm 
surges.

� e SEPA alert came as the 
Met O�  ce issued a national 

severe weather warning for 
wind and snow due to the deep 
area of low pressure moving 
in from Ireland. CalMac ferry 
services up and down the west 

coast were cancelled, while 
West Coast Motors reported 
some disrupted bus services 
due to fallen trees and snow.

Higher routes such as the 

A83 around the Rest and Be 
� ankful were a� ected by 
snow, causing tra�  c delays, 
while fallen trees elsewhere on 
the trunk road were quickly 
cleared.

� e weather forced the 
early closure of some schools 
and a Covid vaccine clinic at 
Dunoon’s Cowal Community 
Hospital packed up at lunch-
time amid safety concerns.

Police were forced to close 
Campbeltown’s Esplanade and 
Kinloch Road as the full force 
of the storm battered the town, 
also closing shops as retailers 
battened down the hatches.

Despite thunder and light-
ning and � ickering lights in 
places, power is believed to 
have remained on throughout 
the storm.

Amid the wind and � oods 
there was, however, room for 
humour. With a high tide 
predicted at Tarbert harbour, 
one wag suggested via social 
media that it might be an idea 
to put some bait in the creel 
Christmas tree to see if a lob-
ster could be caught.

Storm Barra eased into the 
evening and all was relatively 
calm by 3am on Wednesday 
morning.

POLICE FILES

Zero tolerance promise for 
drink and drug-driving

Storm Barra brings winter to Argyll
Waves 
crash over 
the sea 
wall in 
Ardrishaig 
as Storm 
Barra hits. 



Concern is mounting for the 
wellbeing of a Jack Russell dog 
missing for almost a fortnight 
from a Mid Argyll farm, writes 
Colin Cameron

The dog’s owners suspect he 
may have been stolen.

Farmer Ricky Rennie and 
his wife Kirsten raised the 
alarm on social media after 
they noticed that two dogs had 
gone missing from their farm 
at Minard on the afternoon of 
Sunday November 28.

That day the dogs – Joey, a 
Jack Russell, and Fury, a black 
female working collie – were 
around the farm yard as the 
couple were in the adjacent 
farmhouse. They were present 
at 2pm, but when Ricky went 
back out at 2.45pm the dogs 
were missing.

Ricky recalled: ‘It had been 
snowing that day, and when 
I looked for pawprints they 
went as far as a gate near the 

farm and stopped there.’ 
He added: ‘There are some 
dogs which you might say were 
away ‘raking’ and I wouldn't 
necessarily think they were 
stolen, but these dogs aren’t 
like that.’

An initial £3,000 award of-

fered for the dogs’ return was 
soon boosted to £6,000 thanks 
to a third-party donor as word 
spread.

Then, a few days later, on 
December 5, Fury appeared 
back in the farmyard. Joey, 
though, remains missing.

A strange vehicle would pre-
viously have stood out in the 
area, but recent construction 
work around Minard as part of 
a major power line replacement 
project has meant that many 
vehicles have been legitimately 
using roads around the farm.

Ricky fears that this could 
have offered cover for potential 
thieves to observe what might 
be worth taking.

The couple have decided 
to improve security around 

the farm and CCTV is being 
installed.

As Storm Barra arrived earli-
er this week, Kirsten again ap-
pealed on social media: ‘Please 
keep an eye out for Joey. He 
still isn’t home and if he is out 
there, it’s too wild for him to be 
out alone in this weather.’

Anyone with information on 
Joey’s whereabouts is asked to 
contact Police Scotland, quot-
ing incident number PS – 2021 
– 11 – 28 – 2935.
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Jubilee school 
holiday proposed
Schools in Argyll and Bute 
could enjoy an extra day off 
next year if plans for a holiday 
to mark Queen Elizabeth 
II’s platinum jubilee are 
approved.

At a meeting of the 
council's policy and resources 
committee on Thursday 
December 9, councillors were 
recommended to agree an 
extra holiday for the area on 
Friday June 3 to celebrate 
70 years since Her Majesty’s 
reign began.

The plans would mean 
pupils would be off for 
consecutive Fridays, as 
Friday May 27 is earmarked 
as a teacher in-service day. 
The planned holiday for 
staff and pupils on Monday 
May 30 would be moved to 
Thursday June 2. The Scottish 
Qualifications Authority has 
no exams planned for the 
proposed holiday date, with 
the 2022 diet due to finish on 
Wednesday June 1.

The UK Government 
recently announced plans 
for the four-day weekend to 
mark the Queen’s 70 years on 
the throne - the first time a 
British monarch has reached 
such a milestone.

Reward offered for 
return of Minard dog

Joey the Jack Russell hasn’t been seen since November 28. 

Collie dog 
Fury appeared 
back at the 
farm after a 
week. 
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Argyll and Bute Council is 
facing a predicted budget gap 
of £3.7million in the 2022/23 
� nancial year, a report has 
revealed.

� e � gure is estimated as a 
mid-range scenario. 

� e best case is reckoned 
to be a £2.5m gap, with the 
worst-case scenario being a 
£5.9m gap.

A three per cent rise in 
council tax has already been 
proposed to balance the 
budget, while a ra�  of poten-
tial savings options have also 
been published.

Two posts are on the line 
among those options, one of 
which is a part-time customer 
service centre (CSC) role at 
Helensburgh and Lomond 
Civic Centre. � e other, as 
manager of community learn-
ing and development (CLD), 
has been vacant since July. 

If all the published options 

are taken, it will save the coun-
cil £2.5m.

� e budget outlook and 
savings options were on the 
agenda for the council’s policy 
and resources committee at 
its virtual meeting yesterday 
(� ursday December 9).

� e Scottish Government 
is also due to announce its 
budget the same day, with 
council settlements being � -
nalised on Monday December 
20. � e council’s budget for 
2022/23 is to be agreed on 
� ursday February 24.

Executive director Kirsty 

Flanagan said: ‘For all options 
it cannot be assumed that they 
will not have an impact on 
service delivery; however, the 
council has a duty to balance 
its budget. 

‘� e savings options identi-
� ed to date propose a potential 
reduction to the council’s 
sta�  ng [by] 1.9 FTE (full-time 
equivalent) within 2022/23 
should they all be accepted by 
members.

‘� e head of customer 
support services will take for-
ward a statutory consultation 
process with the trade unions 
for those savings options that 
could have an impact on jobs.

‘In addition to the saving 
options set out, o�  cers are 
progressing a business process 

review of the revenues and 
bene� ts service to review 
current processes and identify 
e�  ciencies for the council 
whilst minimising any nega-
tive impact on customers by 
putting their needs front and 
centre. It is anticipated this 
will generate savings; however, 
it is most likely these will be in 
2023/24 rather than 2022/23.

‘� e mid-range budget gap is 
based on a one per cent reduc-
tion in Scottish Government 
funding. However, the council 
will not be certain of its 
funding for 2022/23 until the 
Scottish Government budget 
is announced on December 9 
and we have been noti� ed of 
the individual council settle-
ments on December 20.’

On the part-time customer 
service role, Ms Flanagan said: 
‘� ere are currently two 0.5 
FTE CSC agents covering half 
a week each. 

‘As the service point will 
only open in the morning, 
this could be covered by one 
0.5 FTE CSC agent working 
mornings every day.’

She added regarding the 
CLD manager post: ‘� e CLD 
service moved to liveArgyll in 
July 2021. All sta�  moved to 
liveArgyll with the exception 
of the CLD manager, who 
retired. � is post has not been 
replaced. It is also proposed 
the 0.4 FTE post as a tax as-
sistant - created by an existing 
employee reducing their hours 
per week - would not be � lled.’

Council tax rise among 
steps to bridge budget

Authority needs to fi nd around £3.7m 
while a three per cent rise is proposed

Councillor Yvonne McNeilly - 
‘We are a council that listens 
to our communities and 
this proactive engagement 
programme is at the core of 
our decision-making’. 
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If your Christmas spirit is running a little low, just take a 
turn round to Meadows Place in Lochgilphead.
Two neighbours have come together for the past two 
festive seasons to put on an incredible Christmas dis-
play. Thanks to the reader who sent in this photograph.
If you know of equally impressive festive decorations, 
email editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk with the 
photographic evidence.

Neighbours lighten the 
mood with Christmas cheer

Argyll and Bute Council has launched a 
new website explaining its proposals for 
school clusters - now calling it ‘collective 
leadership’.

The website at www.
EmpoweringOurEducators.co.uk invites 
parents, carers and residents across 
Argyll and Bute to have their say.

Scotland’s largest teaching union 
EIS calculates that under the proposed 
changes around 80 current headteacher 
posts could become just 14.

The website includes a short film and 
gives details to download as part of a 
consultation giving people the chance 
to influence the proposals as they are 
developed, says the council.

The council has agreed a contract worth 
£23,180 plus VAT with a marketing agen-
cy to help run the consultation.

According to the council, toolkits to 
run consultations have been sent to all 
community councils and parent councils 
in Argyll and Bute so they can hold their 
own feedback sessions and report back 
– the deadline for responses is Friday 
February 4.

But lobbying group WISE4ALL says it 
is not a true consultation.

‘This is a series of assertions to which 

we are asked to agree or disagree,’ said a 
spokesperson. The group says it has been 
made aware that many teachers have not 
received the toolkit pack and some parent 
councils have also indicated problems 
in receiving it - an issue hopefully now 
resolved.

A WISE4ALL spokesperson told Mull 
Community Council during a recent 
Zoom presentation: ‘What we want is 
fair, open, inclusive, evidence-based con-
sultation. Consultation that records and 
respects all views, does not harm and is 
risk assessed.’

Argyll and Bute Council has engaged 
a marketing agency called Stand to help 
with the consultation on education 
changes – the contract value is £23,180 
excluding VAT. That information was 
revealed after Councillor Alastair 
Redman asked the question on behalf of 
constituents. He said he does not support 
proposed executive headships saying it 
would be a ‘negative’ change.

‘There are huge worries about how 
schools will operate effectively in the 
delivery, quality, and equity of education 
in Argyll and Bute if these changes are 
enacted,’ Councillor Redman said.

‘Argyll and Bute Council is currently 

employing an outside marketing agency 
to consult teachers, school staff and the 
communities they serve on this proposal. 
However, many who I have spoken to feel 
that this is something that's already done 
and this exercise is about selling this 
proposal to the communities rather than 
genuinely seeking views.

‘It has been said by many people that at 
the root of this is a cost-cutting exercise 
which will create a difficult and unequal 
education service across the varied geog-
raphy of Argyll and Bute.’

Argyll and Bute Council’s policy lead for 
education Councillor Yvonne McNeilly 
said the best outcomes for young people 
were at the heart of all the council’s work. 
She said: ‘We are a council that listens 
to our communities and this proactive 
engagement programme is at the core of 
our decision-making.’

The council says falling pupil numbers 
and challenges in recruiting staff are 
behind proposals for the new ‘collective’ 
model for school leadership which would 
empower schools to work more effective-
ly together and share resources.

The proposals will have to be presented 
to the council’s elected members before 
any approval is given.

Schools ‘collective leadership’ 
consultation under fire

GETinTOUCH
email editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
telephone 01586 554646

Friday 10th December –Thursday 16th December  

West Side Story (12A) 
Friday, Wednesday & Thursday  

4.30pm & 7.30pm 
Saturday & Sunday  

1.00pm, 4.00pm & 7.00pm 
 

House Of Gucci (15) 
Friday, Wednesday & Thursday 7.00pm 

Saturday & Sunday 7.15pm 
 
 

Encanto (PG) 
Friday & Saturday 5.00pm 

RELAXED SCREENING  
Sunday 5.00pm 

 

CBeebies Christmas Show: The Night 
Before Christmas (U)  

Saturday & Sunday 1.30pm & 3.15pm 
 

A Boy Called Christmas (PG)  
Wednesday & Thursday 4.45pm 

 
 

CLOSED MONDAY & TUESDAY  

www.campbeltownpicturehouse.co.uk 

CHOOSE YOUR OWN DISTANCE AND ROUTE 
AND COMPLETE ANYTIME IN DECEMBER

EVERY STEP, EVERY DONATION, 
HELPS US SAVE EVERY ONE WE CAN

Sign up today at RNLI.org/ReindeerRunScotland
#ReindeerRun

The RNLI is the charity that saves lives at sea
The Royal National Lifeboat Institution, a charity registered in England and Wales (209603), Scotland (SC037736), the Republic 
of Ireland (CHY 2678 and 20003326), the Bailiwick of Jersey (14), the Isle of Man (1308 and 006329F), the Bailiwick of Guernsey 
and Alderney, of West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset, BH15 1HZ
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Continued from page one.
Scotland’s Towns Partnership, 
which aims to help local busi-
nesses recover from the effects 
of the Covid pandemic.

Owner of the Square Peg 
shops in Lochgilphead, Jilly 
Wilson is supportive of the 
Scotland Loves Local cam-
paign which launched in July, 
but she is concerned that word 
has not yet spread in Argyll 
about its benefits.

She said: ‘I think the Scotland 
Loves Local gift card is a great 
idea: one card that can be used 
in any signed-up business 
within your local area. It 
takes almost zero admin or 
additional accounting time for 
participating businesses, and 
it gives the recipient a really 
broad range of treats to choose 
from.

‘I think it will take a while for 
Mid Argyll to see this scheme 

taking off. We haven’t the 
critical mass and the scheme 
is not well publicised locally. 
It is being well promoted in 
the central belt and big shops 
are now signing up, so I’m op-
timistic, but we haven’t had a 
single person come in the shop 
with one.’

A spokesperson for Argyll 
and Bute Council this week 
said: ‘We are committed to 
supporting local businesses 
recover from the impact of the 
pandemic. The Scotland Loves 
Local gift card is a national 
scheme aimed at keeping 
spending local and helping the 
local economy.

‘We have over 100 local and 
national businesses signed 
up to the Argyll and Bute gift 
card.

‘It’s free for businesses with 
the ability to take Mastercard 
to sign up.’

But one Lochgilphead 
resident and shop local cam-
paigner believes there is con-
fusion among shoppers. Karen 
Pickering said: ‘I have had 
many conversations about the 
Shop Local vouchers. Many 
people have asked me how and 
where they can buy them.

‘It’s wonderful that the 
voucher scheme is happening, 

but it seems that many have 
missed the information of how 
to go about getting them.

‘People thought they could 
just get physical vouchers in 
shops.’

Karen is also questioning the 
gift card purchasing process 
and worries that it might be 
counter-productive.

She added: ‘I have since 

found out that you need to 
go onto a website to buy the 
vouchers you want, which 
kind of defeats the purpose.

‘If you have to go online to 
buy the vouchers, many might 
just buy other things while 
online instead, and it doesn’t 
get people going into local 
shops to buy the vouchers and 
maybe pick up other things at 
the same time.’

Jilly added: ‘I get the concept 
that it’s weird to go online to 
shop local, but for any business 
to be able to accept the card in 
the form of a pre-paid credit 
card, I don’t see how else it 
could be managed.’

The technology is also a con-
cern to some business owners.

Amanda Brown, of D&D’s 
Wool and Crafts, said: ‘I 
actually had a look online but 
I’m not that tech savvy and I 
also wanted to find out how it 

would work if I were registered 
and a customer came in to use 
it. However, the information 
was very vague.

‘I’ve not really heard anyone 
speak about it. I feel that 
people who don’t go online 
are disadvantaged unless they 
ask someone else to get the 
vouchers for them.

‘Also, I’m all about getting 
people through my door and 
I feel that with the gift cards 
being only available online, it 
would encourage some people 
to just buy online. While the 
internet is a great tool for 
business and the vouchers 
scheme is a fantastic idea, as 
someone who is not really tech 
savvy, I thought it was quite 
confusing.’

Visit scotlandgiftslocal.com/
product/argyll-bute-gift-card 
to purchase the Argyll and 
Bute gift card.

Keep your Christmas list 
local, shoppers urged

A great Christmas 
gift idea – the 
new Argyll and 
Bute gift card.
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A wee bit of festive fun does no harm at all - 
particularly these days.

But the mystery of the Inverneill tree 
continues.

A self-seeded spruce tree on the shore side 
of the road at Inverneill has once again been 
decorated for Christmas.

But the person responsible remains unknown.

One Ardrishaig resident commented: ‘I don’t 
know who’s responsible, but whoever it is, 
thank you because it fair cheers you up to see 
it.’

Further along the A83 in Ardrishaig, the post 
box on Chalmers Street was kitted out ahead of 
Storm Barra with some appropriate clothing to 
keep out the cold.

� ree young people from 
Argyll and Bute have been 
elected to represent the 
region in the Scottish Youth 
Parliament.

Baileigh McIntyre from 
Bute, Chloe Meikle from 
Helensburgh and Ryan 
MacIntyre from Dunoon are 
all now elected Members of 
the Scottish Youth Parliament 
(MSYP) following national 
elections held at the end of 
November.

� e youth parliament has 
been the democratically 
elected voice of Scotland’s 
young people since 1999, 
representing constituencies in 
all 32 local authorities as well 
as several national voluntary 

organisations.
� anking those who voted, 

Argyll and Bute provost David 
Kinniburgh said: ‘Your vote 
gives members of the Scottish 
Youth Parliament their dem-
ocratic mandate to represent 
the views of Argyll and Bute’s 
young people for the next two 
years.’

� e key issues for candidates 
running in Argyll and Bute 
were said to be education, the 
environment, health and well-
being, youth work, equalities 
and justice. 

Dunoon Grammar prefect 
and newly elected MSYP Ryan 
is also a SeeMe ambassador 
and a COP26 local champion 
for Argyll and Bute. � e 

16-year-old was also elected 
the chair of Cowal youth 
forum earlier this year.

Baileigh is aged 15, a Rothesay 
Academy pupil and very active 
in championing support for 
young people’s mental health 
and period poverty. 

She also helps lead the Bute 
Action Group to create a youth 
space for young people on the 
island.

Chloe is an active member 
of Helensburgh and Lomond 
Youth Forum.  

� e 18-year-old is passionate 
about young people’s rights, 
having young people’s voices 
heard and also is a COP26 
Local Champion for Argyll 
and Bute.

New Argyll and Bute representatives 
for Scottish Youth Parliament voted in

Ryan MacIntyre. Chloe Meikle.Baileigh McIntyre. 

Christmas fun to cheer us up

 The Ardrishaig post box has its hat on.
A cheery sight at Inverneill - but who’s 
responsible?
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Environmental charity � e 
GRAB Trust is to launch a 
new project with a special 
Christmas tree.

� e Christ Church 
Christmas Tree Festival in 
Lochgilphead is a much-an-
ticipated welcome addition to 
the festive season, with char-
ities and community groups 
from across Argyll decorating 
trees to raise awareness of the 
good work they do.

� rough the festival, which 
runs until Friday January 7, 
� e GRAB Trust wants to 

highlight the unnecessary 
environmental waste gen-
erated by disposable period 
products.

Disposable menstrual prod-
ucts are the � � h most-found 
litter in UK waters, according 
to the European Commission 
(2018), with 1.5 billion sani-
tary products being � ushed 
per annum in the UK. 

� is results in blockages 
and damage in the sewerage 
system, costing an estimated 
£100 million each year to 
resolve.

Even properly disposed of, 
200,000 tons of menstrual 
waste is sent to land� ll every 
year (Women’s environmen-
tal network 2012).

� e trust has decorated its 
tree with reusable period 
products, including those 
from local maker Wyld 
Mamma Makes and nation-
wide supplier Cheeky Wipes; 
complete with facts and 
information pertaining to the 
health, environmental and 
� nancial bene� ts of making a 
switch to reusable and plastic 

free period products.
� e aim of the project, which 

will launch early in 2022 is to 
combat the marine pollution 
caused by disposable period 
products.

Plans include working 
with schools and through 
community events, providing 
unbiased and fact-based in-
formation on reusable period 
product alternatives.

Resources for schools will 
include examples of available 
reusable products and educa-
tional guidance for teachers 

and students including facts, 
guides and ‘make-your-own’ 
period pad cra� ing project.

� e GRAB Trust is appeal-
ing to people to help decide 
on a catchy title for the pro-
ject launch in early 2022. A 
shortlist of names has been 
compiled and you can cast 
your vote either by visiting 
Christ Church, Lochgilphead 
and manually voting under 
the tree, or by scanning the 
QR code and � lling in the on-
line form. � e winner will be 
announced in January 2022.

Plans to more than double generation ca-
pacity from Cruachan power station have 
met ‘agreement in principle’ so far.

Renewable power company Drax 
launched the second stage of its public 
consultation last week by hosting two 
community sessions in Dalmally and 
Taynuilt.

� e plans are for a second underground 
power station to be built adjacent to the 
existing one.

Turnout was good at both of the sessions, 
although in Dalmally Drax o�  cials had 
to clear up some misconceptions that 
although energy from Cruachan will go to 
the Dalmally sub-station, there is no link 
with SSEN’s proposals to construct a new 
overhead line from Creag Dhubh to land 

east of Dalmally. Members of the project 
team were on hand to answer people's 
questions, but in Taynuilt the general 
mood was ‘approval in principle’, said 
Taynuilt Community Council convener 
David Sloss.

He said there was a great deal of interest 
in the plans and, as Drax was an impor-
tant employer in the area, a lot of people 
were curious to � nd out more. He added 
that changes made to plans from previous 
community feedback such as the potential 
rerouting of the A85 and Drax’s consider-
ation to impact on the local environment 
gave ‘a degree of reassurance’.

Taynuilt community councillor Murray 
Sim also said Drax’s plans had shown 
the company was responding to what the 

communities wanted. Marlyn Turbitt, 
who lives in the village, said she was hear-
ing positive feelings about the plans and 
she ‘couldn’t see it being disruptive’ with 
a lot of the infrastructure already in place.

Drax says hundreds of jobs will be 
created during the new power station’s 
construction. � e 600 megawatt station in 
a new, hollowed-out cavern will increase 
the site’s total capacity to 1.04 gigawatts.

� e existing upper reservoir, which can 
hold 2.4 billion gallons of water, has the 
capacity to serve both power stations.

� ere will be another exhibition and 
consultation in early 2022. If planning is 
approved, work to build the new capacity 
at Cruachan could get under way in 2024 
and be up and running in 2030.

Cruachan expansion plans ‘boost for Loch Awe’

Taynuilt community councillor Murray Sim and villager 
Marlyn Turbitt at Drax’s latest public consultation.

Festive period preview 
for pollution campaign

The GRAB Trust has deco-
rated its tree with reusable 
period products. 

� ese are di�  cult times, but help is at hand for householders 
worried about the soaring price of energy.

� is week, Argyll and Bute Citizens Advice Bureau launches 
its Big Energy Winter Savings Campaign in partnership with 
Home Energy Scotland to provide help and advice to anyone 
worried about paying their energy bills.

� e past few months have seen extraordinary changes in the en-
ergy market. A huge rise in energy costs has seen some suppliers 
going out of business and switching suppliers is no longer the 
way to get a better deal. Quite the opposite, with government 
advice no longer including switching energy supplier.

Electricity and gas price hikes haven’t 
� ltered through to households who are 

still on � xed price deals. And house-
holds using oil and solid fuels have 
also seen their heating costs go up.

SO WHAT CAN PEOPLE DO?
Jen Broadhurst, Argyll and Bute Citizen’s Advice Bureau 
manager said: ‘Everyone’s situation is di� erent and the bureau 
always o� ers free, con� dential and impartial help and advice 
tailored to individual circumstances.’

Advisers at the bureau can:
• check your entitlement to benefi ts and grants
• check what you’re paying and make sure it’s the right tariff  for you
• re-structure debt and check what’s aff ordable for you
• help you to understand pre-payment meters
• advise you what to do if your supplier goes out of business
• share energy savings advice for your home

Over the winter, the bureau and Home Energy Scotland will do 
everything it can to help people stay warm.
Jen added: ‘We have lots of tips and hints on our bureau website 
and Facebook page to help you save on bills. � e little changes 
all add up.

‘Don’t wait and worry about rising debts. Get in touch with 
the bureau and let an adviser help you find out what help is 
available.’  
Asked about energy suppliers going bust, Jen said: ‘If your 
energy supplier goes out of business, don’t panic. The supply 
of energy to your home is protected by Ofgem’s safety net 
and the industry regulator will appoint a replacement sup-
plier for you.  
‘But it’s a good idea to take a meter reading and take a photo-
graph of your meter showing the reading, if you can.  
‘If you have a credit balance on your account this should be 
protected.
‘If you have a pre-payment meter, the failed supplier should 
help you to top up until the new supplier takes over. The new 
supplier should then contact you and take action to ensure 
you can continue to stay on supply.
‘If you’re struggling to afford to top up, get in touch with 
Argyll and Bute Citizen’s Advice Bureau.’

Struggling with rising energy bills? 
Argyll and Bute Citizens Advice Bureau can help

Contact your local bureau on 01546 605550 Visit www.abcab.org.uk
email info@abcab.org.uk    Follow Argyll and Bute Citizens Advice Bureau - Home - Facebook

Electricity and gas price hikes haven’t 
� ltered through to households who are 

still on � xed price deals. And house-
holds using oil and solid fuels have 
also seen their heating costs go up.

Contact your local bureau on 01546 605550 Visit www.abcab.org.uk
email info@abcab.org.uk    Follow Argyll and Bute Citizens Advice Bureau - Home - Facebook
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Shoppers across the area are being urged to choose local this 
Christmas and celebrate the very best that our wonderful region 
has to o� er.

� e Scotland Loves Local campaign is calling on everyone to 
show their support for businesses close to home - a festive shi�  
that they hope will hand a lasting gi�  towards building a better 
future for the north.

Employers are also being urged to play their part in supporting 
other enterprises in the community by using the new Scotland 
Loves Local Gi�  Card as sta�  rewards this Christmas.

“Whether you’re looking for the � nest food or the perfect 
presents for your family, we know this can all be sourced from 
businesses in your community,” said Phil Prentice, chief o�  cer of 
Scotland’s Towns Partnership (STP).

“Christmas is always a critical time for local businesses, but 
perhaps never more so than this festive season a� er so many 
have weathered another year of disruption because of the steps 
which have had to be taken to manage the risks caused by the 
coronavirus pandemic.

“People who run and work in businesses which are at the heart 
of our communities - many of which have been there for genera-
tions - need our support. � eir survival depends upon it.”

STP is the organisation spearheading Scotland Loves Local with 
the support of the Scottish Government and others.

It’s message is clear: To think, choose and spend local.
� e call to action is one that has already been supported across 

the region, with organisations including BID4Oban among those 
championing their area.

Mr Prentice also met with Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch MSP 

Think,
choose and
spend local

lovelocal.scot

Show your local businesses that you care

Choose local: It’s the best gift you can 
give to your community this Christmas

Kate Forbes - Scotland’s Finance Secretary - in Fort William to 
brief her on the campaign, including the new Scotland Loves 
Local Gi�  Card.

� ese are being rolled out to lock money into local economies 
and provide another way in which people can show their support 
for businesses of all kinds in their area. Each card can only be 
spent in a speci� c local authority area.

Mr Prentice added: “� e best Christmas is undoubtedly a local 

Christmas. Whether shopping, or looking for somewhere to meet 
friends or enjoy time with family, we hope that everyone will 
choose local - and then make a resolution to continue putting 
their local businesses � rst, doing so will create a better future.”

For more information about the Scotland Loves Local campaign - 
and the Scotland Loves Local Gift Card - go to www.lovelocal.scot

Kate Forbes MSP for Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch and The 
Cabinet Secretary for Finance and the Economy with Phil 
Prentice, Chief O�  cer of Scotland Towns Partnership, both 
in Fort William high street.

Scotland Loves Local Gift Card
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Looking over peaceful Ardrishaig basin and harbour 
across Loch Fyne to the Cowal Hills, Linda Tighe took this 
photograph of a gorgeous golden sunrise tinged with 

hues of orange and pink against a blue sky.
Linda snapped the chilly start to a lovely day at 8.15 on 
Thursday December 2.

Send your favourite photographs for publication to 
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

your pictureS

After taking a break from work to 
start a family, Bridie Grant, an expert 
in aquaculture reproduction and 
genetics, has been inspired through 
the Women Returners Programme 
to embark on a new career with the 
Sustainable Aquaculture Innovation 
Centre (SAIC).

Thanks to the confidence-building 
and skills development work of the 
inaugural coaching programme, 
which was delivered earlier this year, 
Bridie said her career had received a 
much-needed reboot after she found 
herself struggling to pick up where 
she had left off.

Bridie said: “My interest in biology 
and fish started at a young age so it 
was a natural career choice. I studied 
aquaculture at the University of 
Stirling, then returned to the USA 
and worked in a number of research 
and breeding-focused roles, before 
completing a PhD in aquaculture 
reproduction and genetics and going 
on to work at Mowi.

“My plans changed significantly 
when my husband and I decided to 
start a family and I was extremely 
fortunate to be able to put work on 
hold to be a stay-at-home parent. At 
the start of this year, I decided the 
time was right to head back to work 
but, like many, I found it challenging 
to kickstart my career again.

“I then came across the returners 
programme which seemed like it had 
been designed just for me – or at least 
for people in the same situation. The 

course was a fantastic opportunity to 
get back into the swing of things and 
connect with like-minded people and 
those currently working in the sector. 
It was a welcome reminder that my 
skills and knowledge remain relevant 
and that I am still very much part of 
aquaculture.

“After completing the programme, I 
had a newfound sense of enthusiasm 
for the sector and the confidence to 
take the next steps towards finding 
a new role. As a result, I’ve recently 
secured a position with SAIC and will 
be starting as an aquaculture inno-
vation officer in early 2022. I’m also 
hopeful that in the near future I can 
support women in a similar position 

to return to work, and it’s great to see 
that the returners programme will be 
running once again in January.”

The Women Returners Programme, 
run by SAIC in partnership with 
the Women in Scottish Aquaculture 
(WiSA) network, is now open to ap-
plications for the next intake starting 
on 17 January.

focusing on confidence-building  
and personal branding

Up to 40 free places are on offer to 
support women to get back into the 
workplace, whatever their reason for 
taking a career break, with the course 
focusing on confidence-building and 
personal branding with additional 
one-to-one support available to meet 
any specific needs. 

Eight weeks of sessions will be led by 
delivery partner Skillfluence, aiming 
to highlight the range of exciting ca-
reer options that aquaculture can of-
fer. SAIC emphasised that the course 
isn’t just for those who have worked 
in the sector before, and there will be 
workshops offering a comprehensive 
overview of aquaculture in Scotland, 
from shellfish and seaweed farming 
to salmon and the wider supply chain. 

The Women Returners Programme 
is funded by the Scottish Government 
and administered by Skills 
Development Scotland.

For more information and to 
book a place on the programme, 
visit: https://wisa.sustainablea-
quacu lt u re .com /oppor t u nit ies/
women-returners-programme/  

Returners programme enables 
aquaculture expert to spawn new career

Advertorial

Bridie Grant
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Argyll and Bute Health and 
Social Care Partnership 
(HSCP) has launched a digital 
online community consul-
tation on its next three-year 
strategic plan.

The plan outlines the HSCP’s 
vision and values, and details 
how health and social care re-
sources are governed, allocat-
ed and operationally managed.

Kristin Gillies, senior plan-
ning manager for the HSCP, 
said: ‘As we are all in unprec-
edented times with Covid-19, 
this strategic plan, which will 
cover 2022-2025, will possibly 
be the most challenging one 
that we have ever produced.

‘The remote and rural nature 
of the HSCP, coupled with our 
demographics, also means 
that we have our own specific 
challenges in delivering health 
and social care services.

‘The recent significant in-
crease in the use of technology 
because of Covid-19 has pro-

vided us with an opportunity 
to learn and develop how we 
deliver services to ensure that 
our patients receive the care 
they need at the time they need 
it.

‘The HSCP has set out four 
new priority areas that we 
want all our services, whether 
internally provided or pur-

chased externally, to work 
towards. These are:

z Prevention, early interven-
tion and enablement

z Choice, control and 
innovation

z Healthy living and active 
citizenship

z Community co-production 
- working with communities 

to produce local services.
‘We can’t do all of this on our 

own, so we really want to hear 
from our local communities.

‘We will also be launching a 
digital community listening 
tool where members of the 
public will be able to submit 
their own questions, vote on 
questions shared by others and 
share their ideas and thinking 
to help shape our planning for 
the next three years.

‘Further information on all 
of the above can be accessed 
at www.bit.ly/ABStrategicPlan 
If anyone does not have online 
access or wishes a hard copy of 
the community consultation 
survey, then we would ask 
them to call 01586 865886 and 
we will arrange for one to be 
posted out.’

A £1.5 million contract for 
upgrading four CalMac piers 
at Port Ellen and Port Askaig 
in Islay, Kennacraig and 
Colonsay has been awarded 
to UK engineering firm Mott 
MacDonald.

The contract, awarded by 
Caledonian Maritime Assets 
Limited (CMAL), supports 
the detailed design of pier 
infrastructure upgrade works.

Mott MacDonald, working 
closely with CMAL’s harbours 
engineers and project manag-
ers, will secure and manage 
the required planning con-
sents and licences, support 
stakeholder and community 
engagement, conduct and 
commission site surveys and 
investigations, create detailed 
design of works required at all 
four sites, and help prepare 
tender documents to appoint 
construction contractors.

The design and planning 
stage is expected to last 
around a year, with construc-
tion estimated to begin in 
2023.

Nasir Uddin, senior civil 
engineer at CMAL, said: ‘A 

shipyard will be appointed 
next year to build the two new 
vessels for Islay and Jura and, 
in preparation for their arriv-
al, we have identified that the 
ports where they will operate 
will benefit from investment 
to upgrade infrastructure and 
facilities.’

The project is one of three 
CMAL projects planned for 
Port Ellen. 

The other two projects will 
deliver improvements to traffic 
management arrangements, 
scheduled to get under way in 
2022, and increase space with 
a bigger vehicle marshalling 
area, new terminal building 
and improvements to passen-
ger access to and from vessels.

CMAL has a significant plan 
of vessel and harbour invest-
ment underway, backed by 
a £580 million commitment 
from the Scottish Government 
for an initial five-year period 
from 2021 to 2026. 

Plans will deliver 21 new 
vessels for the fleet and a mul-
ti-million-pound upgrade of 
harbour infrastructure over 
the next 10 years. 

Have your say on Argyll’s 
next three-year health plan

Pier upgrade progress 
ahead of new Islay ferries

Argyll and Bute HSCP senior 
planning manager Kristin 
Gillies. 
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� e pier is very much the centre of 
attention in Inveraray these days, and 
it was � tting that the Christmas lights 
switch-on celebrations were held at 
the head of this much-loved link to 
the loch.

A community bid to purchase 
the pier is being led by Inveraray 
Community Council in partnership 
with community company Inspire 
Inveraray, and it was the community 
council which organised the spar-
kling occasion on Saturday December 
4.

A� er a great e� ort by many volun-
teers, the lights were up around town 
and it fell to Cathie and David Owen 
– last year’s winners of Inveraray’s 
Unsung Hero award – to activate the 
o�  cial plunger to turn on the festive 
lights.

Cosily settled in a corner of the mar-
quee donated for the night by Craig 
McIntyre, Santa himself was there, 
while Inveraray singers Abi Cuthbert 
and Jacquie Kerr overcame minor 
technical challenges to entertain with 
lovely Christmas songs.

And, for those feeling the winter 
chill (and not driving) it could be 
kept at bay with a wee warmer from 
Strathleven Distillers.

� e distillery’s owner Ricky Christie 
recently purchased the pu� er Vital 
Spark, berthed at Inveraray’s stone 
pier, and he arranged for the vessel 
to be draped with Christmas lights, 
which added another sparkling 
dimension.

� e pier fund was given a boost 

thanks to a popular ra�  e and to the 
e� orts of a number of folk who used 
their artistic talents to good e� ect.

Acknowledging the community’s 
support, Inveraray Community 
Council convener Linda Divers 
explained further: ‘� ere are so many 
people to thank - David and Cathie 
for switching on the lights and donat-
ing kids’ sweets, wine and mince pies. 
Huge thanks to Santa, too.

‘Abi and Jacquie, thank you for your 
singing, and to the Inveraray Inn for 
making the mulled wine and warm-
ing the mince pies.

‘� e ra�  e raised £670 and we are so 
grateful to the Tipsy Laird, Oh Sugar 
and Furnace Store for selling tickets. 

Congratulations to the winner of the 
large bottle of whisky, Neil Armour.

‘Calendars by Donald John 
MacDonald raised £500, so thanks to 
DJ. � anks as well to local artist Sue 
Armour, who sold another painting 
and donated £175, and to Cara, 
Paper Parade, who raised £80 from 
Christmas cards.

‘� anks to Donald, Sa and Ross 
from Strathleven Distillery for join-
ing our night and to Craig for the 
marquee.’

� e 2021 Inveraray Unsung Hero 
award winner was unable to attend, 
so the announcement was made a� er 
the switch-on event – but see page 16 
for more on this story.

Festive spark ignites Inveraray’s Christmas

No Christmas show without 
Santa. 51_a50Christmas_Inveraray01

Words and photographs
by Colin Cameron
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

David and Cathie Owen o�  cially 
start Christmas in Inveraray. 
51_a50Christmas_Inveraray03

Abi and Jacquie entertain with festive songs. 
Ross Bradley, Donald Brechin and Sa Craig of Dumbarton-based Strathleven Distillers held a 
taster session. 51_a50Christmas_Inveraray02
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Enjoying a wee warmer on a chilly December evening. 51_a50Christmas_Inveraray04

Festive spark ignites Inveraray’s Christmas

The Vital Spark has been draped with Christmas lights. 

Christmas Day
LUNCH MENU
SERVED BETWEEN 12.15pm to 3pm

Starters
Tomato, Red Chilli and Basil Soup
Smoked Salmon with Horseradish & Cress Toastie
Chilled Pearls of Melon served in a brandy basket with berry coulis
Smoked Grampian Duck Breast with a seasonal orange salad

Mains
Traditional Roast Turkey
bacon wrapped chipolata, sage and onion stu�  ng, turkey jus
Seared Medallion of Beef Fillet
wild mushroom and red wine jus
Baked Fillet of Seabass
tempura king prawns, lemon and chive dressing
Roasted Vegetable Tart
� lled with caramelised onion beetroot

De� erts
Christmas Pudding with brandy cream sauce
Vanilla Crème Brulee with homemade shortcake biscuits
Trio of Desserts
sticky to� ee pudding, chocolate tarte and lemon tart
Winter Berry Crumble
Selection of Scottish Cheese
Isle of mull smoked cheddar, strathdon blue, brie and scottish
mature cheddar with oatcakes and chutney

The Christmas Season…
We are open for Christmas Fayre Lunches
from 1st December -23rd December 2021
2 Course Meal - £19.95 Per Person
3 Course Meal - £23.95 Per Person
(di� erent menu to Christmas Day, please ask for details)

New Year Lunch and Dinner
(please ask for details)

www.muthuhotelsmgm.com
We are trying our best to keep our hotels open all year round and ensuring safety for our guests 
and sta� . However, during current unprecedented times, in case there is a local lockdown during 
the festive period or due to poor business sentiments, the hotel may temporarily shut with 7 days 
advance notice.

In such scenario, bookings made can be cancelled without incurring cancellation fee. Guest has 
choice to rebook room by paying di� erential amount prevailing at the time of hotel reopening if 
stay is past o� er validity date or has a choice of refund.
*Terms & Conditions apply

   two courses

£19.95
   three courses

£23.95
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From Kilmichael to 
Campbeltown, cra� ers 
gathered at � e Gather on the 
outskirts of Tarbert to help 
spread some Christmas cheer.

No fewer than 18 stalls - all 
featuring talented Argyll 

folk showcasing everything 
from arts and cra� s to food 
and drink - were set up for a 
two-day Christmas festival 
over   Friday and Saturday 
December 3-4.

� e Friday evening session 
experienced some wet and 
blustery weather, and for a 
brief period the following 
morning it looked like a repeat 
performance, but conditions 

relented and a healthy crowd 
enjoyed a festive a� ernoon.

� e Gather, recently taken 
over by Corrin and Phil 
Green, would normally 
o� er a licensed café and beer 
garden with a glamping site, 
gi�  shop and events venue, 
but it appeared to have been 
hijacked for the weekend by 
a jolly-looking bearded chap 
wearing a red suit, accompa-

Gathering for Christmas cheer and festival fun in Tarbert
Words and photographs
by Colin Cameron
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Alex MacFie entertained with his accordion at the Christmas festival. 51_a50Christmas_Gather01

Huggy the red-nosed reindeer, not your average reindeer, 
was good-natured throughout the festival. 51_a50Christmas_Gather09

From Furnace, Ruth 
Tott had a tempting 
selection of sweet 
treats at her stall. 
51_a50Christmas_Gather06

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

Porches, Extensions, Roofl ine, Windows & Doors



The Argyllshire Advertiser
Friday 10 December 2021 NEWS  15

Gathering for Christmas cheer and festival fun in Tarbert

Young Effie Weir from Lochgilphead was there with mum Megan Bryson, but seemed less 
than entirely convinced by the man in the red suit. 51_a50Christmas_Gather14

nied by an unusual reindeer. 
Huggy the red-nosed reindeer 
proved to be a big attraction 
with children and adults alike 
at Santa’s grotto, rounding off 
an enjoyable festive day out.

Musical entertainment was 
provided by Alex and Jean 
MacFie and, on Saturday, by 
the Loch Fyne Pipe Band. 
Trumpeter Fiona Isles joined in 
with some musical favourites.

Corrin said: ‘I’ve been blown 
away by the response by stall-
holders, and by the quality of 
products.

‘It’s been great because I 
think people want to shop 
locally these days.’

Look out for more events to 
come at The Gather.

Mirren Muir from Ormsary was there with her craft busi-
ness ‘Mip and Dirly’ and plenty of funky resin-based 
gift ideas. 51_a50Christmas_Gather02

Loch Fyne 
Pipe Band 
delighted 
shoppers 
with a per-
formance 
on Saturday 
afternoon. 

A new senior stylist has joined the 
team at Numero Dix Hair Salon in 
Campbeltown this week.
Emily Faulkner and her partner fell in love 
with Campbeltown and Kintyre after years of 
holidaying here and have decided their family’s 
future lies in the Wee Toon.

Emily has been in the 
hair industry since she 
was 14 with her first 
Saturday job and knew 
straight away this was 
the career for her.

She joined the prestig-
ious, internationally-re-
nowned Royston Blythe 
group of salons in the 
Midlands and trained 
in-house, rising to 
become artistic director 
and assistant to Nick 
Malenko.

Royston Blythe and partner Nick Malenko 
are international guest artists for industry 
leaders L’Oreal, giving them the opportunity to 
travel the globe as educators, advisors, compe-
tition judges, and spokespersons for the brand.

London catwalk shows, television, private 
celebrity clients and photo shoots with OK!, 
Tattler, Hello, Vogue, Cosmopolitan, and Ma-
rie Claire were all part of the Royston Blythe 
experience for Emily.

She was one of the team which reached the 
grand finals of the L’Oreal colour trophy in 

London.

Emily, who has moved 
from Cannock, in Staf-
fordshire, has specialised 
in hair extensions and 
colour but her work as 
a stylist has always been 
her first love; she is also a 
men’s hairstylist.

‘Nothing beats a good, 
glamorous, bouncy, blow 
dry,’ she said. ‘I much 
prefer the styling side of 
the work.’

‘The quality of life is 100 
per cent better living here in Kintyre and the 
welcome we have received has been amazing,’ 
she said. The couple’s son has just turned one 
and loves visiting the beach.

‘This is a fantastic place for children to grow 
up and we look forward to many happy years 
to come.’

Numero Dix Hair Salon has a new stylist
AdVERTORIAL
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For more than 10 years The 
Sports Shop in Oban has been 
kitting out the West Highlands 
and islands, not to mention all 
the tourists who visit them.

In a world of on-line shop-
ping and massive high street 
chains what is the secret of 
their success? 

Experience, product knowl-
edge, awareness of what cus-
tomers want and need to get 
the most out of their sporting 
and leisure activities, and a 
very keen purchasing ability 
to make sure they are selling a 
wide range of goods at compet-
itive prices.

It is a recipe for success that 
keeps The Sports Shop at the 
top of its game.

‘Between us we have more 
than 60 years’ experience,’ said 

Meeting customers’ needs 
at The Sports Shop Oban

owner Billy Thomson. With 
Jonathan MacMillan as buyer 
and Malcolm Croarkin in 
front of shop, they have built 
up a loyal band of customers 
which is growing steadily.

And this formula has served 
them well; when neighbouring 
premises became available, as 
David Finlayson of the Jeans 
Shop, retired they expanded 
The Sports Shop.

Today they sell a wide range 
of leading brand, Adidas, 
Under Armour, Weird Fish, 
Canterbury and Speedo to 
name a few.

You could click a mouse and 
wait days, then get into all the 
hassle of returns, or you could 
go and talk to The Sports Shop 
team about what you are look-
ing for, get their advice and try 

on their recommendations.
‘Finding a shoe that suits 

your needs can be tricky; the 
differences between brands 
can be immense. We under-
stand the brands and can offer 
a selection,’ said Billy.

During the pandemic people 
have been upping their sports 
and fitness activities and be-
come more health conscious.

‘The last 18 months are a good 
example of how the market has 
changed,’ said Billy. ‘A lot more 
people are going outdoors, 
exercising more and are more 
aware of their health.’

So as well as all the tradi-
tional sporting kit The Sports 
Shop is offering more outdoor 
leisure wear, including It’s a 
Dog’s Life, a range of clothing 
designed for dog walkers.

Swimming continues to be 
a favourite activity and they 
are stocking a wide range of 
swimwear and wetsuits for 
wild swimming.

‘A lot more people are swim-
ming,’ said Bill, ‘both outdoors 
and in swimming pools.’

The Sports Shop sells 
everything from toddlers’ 
clothing through to a loyal 
band of customers now in their 
80s. It is also the shop of choice 
for parents buying school PE 
kit, trainers and backpacks for 
schoolchildren.

The shop also supplies shinty 
kit. Yoga, and indoor exercise 
clothing equipment are also 
proving very popular.

‘And we find that people have 
become more individualistic; 
they are not so likely to follow 
a brand or fashion colour, they 
want to buy what suits them 
and their needs,’ Billy said.

Between them, Billy, 
Jonathan and Malcolm have 
a wide experience of different 
sports through either playing, 
coaching or as administrators 
- Sometimes all three! 

The Sports Shop also supports 
local charities and the Argyll 
Wellbeing Hub, sponsoring a 
three-man invitational charity 
scramble at Glencruitten Golf 
Club.

The business continues to 
draw customers from across 
Argyll, the islands and as far 
away as Lochaber and Fort 
William; customers value the 
warm and friendly welcome, 
the sound advice based on 
product knowledge and wide 
selection of goods on sale.

In the last 10 years sports 

clothing and equipment has 
expanded massively.

‘Looking back you can see 
how noticeable the changes are 
in the technology and design 
and fabrics and materials 
used,’ said Billy, ‘it really is 
quite remarkable.’

Ten years ago he would have 
been surprised to see a range 
of clothes designed for dog 

walkers; a fragrance and body 
care range especially for the 
outdoors and bags designed 
to help improve body posture, 
yet today the shop sells all 
three:  It’s a Dog’s Life, Inis 
body care and The Healthy Bag 
Company.

Pay them a visit and find out 
how much more they have in 
the shop.

Jonathan, Malcolm and Billy have a wide experience of different sports

The Sports shop has an extensive stock of clothing and 
sports equipment for all ages

As well as most major sports brands The Sports Shop also 
stocks ranges from the likes of  Slipfree, Weirdfish and Starling
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As Inveraray held its 
Christmas lights switch-on 
celebration – turn to pages 12 
and 13 for more – one feature 
was missing.

The occasion normally 
sees the announcement of 
Inveraray’s annual Unsung 
Hero award, but with the 
2021 recipient unable to be 
there this was held over.

Organised by the commu-
nity council, the award is 
decided by a public vote.

Inveraray Community 
Council convener Linda 
Divers later revealed this 
year’s Inveraray Unsung Hero 
as Donald MacDonald of DA 

MacDonald contractors.
In the autumn Donald 

joined volunteers from his 
Lochgilphead-based firm 

and locals to clear weeds and 
debris from the stone section 

of the pier in order to help 
stabilise the structure.

A campaign is underway to 
raise £100,000 to purchase 

Ford SWI – previously known 
as SWRI and better known 
as ‘the Rural’ – began on 
November 20, 1951.

Seventy years to the day 
after the institute’s formation, 
members marked the occasion 
with an afternoon tea on 
Saturday November 20.

Current president Liz 
Malcolm gave a warm 
welcome to members, guests 
from Lochgilphead and 
Kilmichael institutes and 
Catherine Smith, the Mid 
Argyll SWI president.

There was a special welcome 
for Rena McPherson, a past 
president for many years. 
Sadly Pat Cairns, another 
founder member and past 
president, could not attend.

Sheena McNair, a current 
member of long-standing, cut 
the celebration cake which 
was made by Ali Jones.

The afternoon began with 
two Scottish songs, one in 
Gaelic, sung sweetly by Sophie 
Philips aged 10.

Time passed quickly as 
new members and lifelong 
friends enjoyed this special 
get-together. 

Thanks went to Mr Ken 
Hayes who took photographs 
for memories.

Ford SWI gathers on the first 
Tuesday of the month from 
7.30pm in the village hall. 
Members enjoy talks, demon-
strations and fun nights in a 
relaxed and friendly way as 
they did 70 years ago.

Officials have been 
urged to turn Argyll 
and Bute Council's 
plans for   ‘stay-
cation wardens’ 
this summer into 
permanent and 
full-time posts - but 
the authority may not 
be able to afford the costs 
involved.

A report giving details of 
the authority’s preparations 
for the 2022 summer visitor 
season, including four warden 
posts to last from Easter to 
October, was unanimously 
agreed by councillors.

Funding will come from 
money set aside by the council 
as part of its budget-setting 
process in February 2021.

The report admitted that 
recruiting to the warden posts 
took ‘longer than anticipated’ 
for this year’s season.

Councillor Jean Moffat 
raised the possibility that the 
posts could be turned into 
permanent positions.

The council’s exec-
utive director Kirsty 

Flanagan responded by 
saying that the council had an 
increased budget gap to deal 
with for the 2022/23 financial 
year.

The discussion took place at a 
virtual meeting of the council’s 
environment, development 
and infrastructure committee 
on Thursday December 2.

Kintyre councillor Donald 
Kelly said: ‘We can look at it 
as part of the budget process, 
but could it also be part of 
this money that is available? 
Full-time wardens would be 
more beneficial for the whole 
of Argyll and Bute.’

Representing Cowal ward, 
Councillor Alan Reid added: 
‘I am pleased to see the report. 

Having the extra warden for 
Bute and Cowal was a great 
success and it is good to see we 
are getting ready for next year.

‘Last year we got a van and 
weekend refuse collections in 
place, because unfortunately, 
a number of visitors fly-tipped 
and that became a problem.

‘I agree with the other com-
ments that are being made. If 
we provide full-time wardens 
we are more likely to get ap-
plicants, so that is something 
we should look at during the 
budget process.’

Ms Flanagan then said: 
‘There is a report going to the 
policy and resources commit-
tee and you will see we have a 
budget gap increase, slightly 
bigger than last time.

‘We don’t have options at 
the moment to fill that gap, 
so if you want to put new 
wardens into that budget, that 
will increase the gap. That is 
a decision members can take, 
but I just wanted to highlight 
the position.’

Donald is Inveraray’s hero

Donald MacDonald made an effort to 
tidy up Inveraray Pier for the commu-
nity as local people bid to purchase it. 
51_a18Gilp_Improvements10_DonaldMacDonald

The pier before Donald and other volunteers 
tackled it. 

And this is how it appeared afterwards. 

Ford SWI celebrates 70 years

Young Sophie Philips 
delights SWI members with 
her song. 

Enjoying a special afternoon tea on the 
institute’s 70th anniversary. 

Sheena McNair cuts the celebration cake 
made by Ali Jones.

‘Staycation wardens’ 
proposal may be 
unaffordable

Councillor Alan Reid 
said having an 

extra warden in 
2021 was ‘a great 
success’. 

Guiding your business  
towards a brighter future

Running a business or looking to 
start one? Business Gateway can 
help you plan, adapt and build.

  Free 1:1 advice

  Local support

  Daily webinars

  Online resources

  Coaching

Get support now
bgateway.com

Argyll & Bute
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Be aware of deer as nights 
draw in
Sir,
Forestry and Land Scotland (FLS) has joined 
forces with Royal Society for the Prevention of 
Accidents (RoSPA) to give tips on night-time 
driving.

At this time of year and as more people will be 
driving in the dark, FLS is urging drivers to be 
extra alert to wild deer on the roads.

Wild deer numbers in Scotland have reached 
record levels at one million - double the number 
recorded in 1990 - and the consequent danger 
of deer-related road tra�  c accidents is predicted 
to rise.

FLS previously released the � gure of almost 
2,000 reported deer-related accidents a year, 
though � gures are believed to be nearer 
8,000-14,000.

Collisions with large animals such as deer 
can be catastrophic, but there are some simple 
guidelines that can increase chances of avoiding 
a shocking accident.

FLS has joined with RoSPA to o� er guidance 
for night time driving when there could be deer 
on the road:

When driving on country roads you have to 
try to anticipate the unexpected; single track 
lanes, blind corners, and even the possibility of 
animals crossing can make driving challenging 
even for the most experienced drivers; deer 
accidents are more likely to happen on rural 
roads adjacent to forests and other wild habitats 
but they are becoming more common on major 
roads around towns and cities.

Hitting a large animal is distressing at best 
and apart from damage to vehicles and potential 
injury to drivers and passengers, no-one wants 
to leave a wild animal hurt and in enduring 
pain. 

As we enter the Christmas season, RoSPA 
Scotland has pulled together advice for 
motorists.

 Watch your speed on rural roads
 Be aware of warning road signs
 Be vigilant in areas where you have seen deer 

during daylight
 If you see a deer, slow down to pass it and 

keep an eye out for more
 Be ready to brake if a deer appears on the 

road

 Use indicators to warn other drivers if you 
are passing deer or slowing down

Ian Fergusson,  head of wildlife manage-
ment for FLS; Dr Karen McDonnell, head of 

RoSPA Scotland

Help Marie Curie light up the 
darkest hours
Sir,
Marie Curie is calling on everyone in Scotland 
to get involved in Light Up the Night and turn 
the shortest day into the brightest night to 
remember loved ones lost.

� e charity’s festive fundraiser will see people 
and businesses pledging £100 to dedicate a 
lantern in memory, to raise money and light up 
the festive season for local families a� ected by 
terminal illness.

Each person taking part will receive a lantern 
of their own to display at home and Marie 
Curie sta�  will add a lantern with the person’s 
message to their display at Marie Curie hospices 
in Edinburgh and Glasgow on Tuesday 21 
December 21.

Christmas can be a di�  cult time for those 
who are bereaved, living with a terminal illness 
or caring for a loved one at the end of life. By 
taking part in Light Up the Night, you can help 
us continue to be there for everyone who will 
need us now and in the future.

For more information on Light Up the Night 
and to sign up, visit www.mariecurie.org.uk/
get-involved/charity-events/light-up-the-night.

Ashley � omson, head of community 
fundraising, Scotland

Maybe we should join EU 
single market
Sir,
It is striking, but hardly surprising, to note that 
Northern Ireland’s economy has performed 
better than all other UK nations and regions 
o�  cial � gures show.

O�  ce for National Statistics data on the Covid 
pandemic bounce-back showed the region is 
thriving under the Northern Ireland Protocol, 
with its economic output over recent months 
only 0.3 per cent below the same period of 2019.

� e statistics show Northern Ireland per-
formed better than any other part of the UK, 
with Britain’s overall economic recovery falling 
2.1 per cent over the same period.

� e protocol, allowing Northern Ireland to be 
part of the EU single market, has clearly bene� t-
ed the economy, with trade between Northern 
Ireland and Ireland also going up since Brexit.

� e bene� ts of being part of the EU’s single 
market are clear for all to see; one the UK should 
maybe consider joining.

Alex Orr, Edinburgh

Think local
If ever there was a time to be using local 
shops and other services, it’s now.

Our retailers, hoteliers, farmers, � shermen 
and other businesses need our support.

At a time when climate change is very 
much in the news, it makes sense to purchase 
quality goods and services nearby rather 
than buying online, which o� en entails tons 
of carbon being pumped into the atmosphere 
in sea or air transport.

One way of supporting local is to purchase 
the new Argyll and Bute gi�  card, which 
works like a traditional shopping voucher 
but covering more than one business.

We would encourage readers to try it out 
and see how it works, and perhaps it would 
even make an unusual gi�  for Christmas.

However we do it, remember our local 
small businesses as they work hard to survive 
and recover in the pandemic.

Festive joy
Isn’t it great to see Christmas events happen-
ing again?

A� er a year with no social gatherings, 
Santa’s jolly face is a welcome sight. And one 
of the best things about these occasions is 
meeting folk you haven’t seen since pre-pan-
demic times.

We don’t know what’s round the corner, so 
let’s (safely) enjoy them while we can.
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes 
newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or 
provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within 
these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement 
by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 

of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, 
mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots 
Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may 

be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement 
of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication 
as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to 

the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event 
of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

Thought for the Week OBAN

STRACHUR

ISLE OF MULL

Advent’s here!
Come on, let’s ensure we experience some 
spiritual growth this Advent.

It’s incredible how quickly time passes 
and so Advent moves along, and Christmas 
is approaching.

We were only just remembering the war 
dead, and now a new time has arrived... 
Advent, a time of ‘O come, O come 
Emmanuel’, a time of waiting for some-
thing wonderful, since only in this way can 
we fully experience wonder in our hearts 
and lives. A� er all, the season of Advent is 
a joyful time of waiting and preparing for 
the coming of the Lord; that is, preparing 
for the celebration of Christ’s birth.

� e way people are preparing themselves 
for this time can be seen in the shop win-
dows, the adverts on television, the decora-
tions o� en up in November, the purchases 
being made, then the last-minute race for 
food and presents.

� en... a� er the day?
What has all this preparation achieved? 

� e relief it’s all over? � e pleasure of see-
ing the children enjoying their gi� s – for a 
few days at least?

It can be easy for us to forget that this time 
of Advent is when we remind ourselves and 
prepare ourselves for the � rst coming of 
Christ, but it’s also as important – probably 
more – to be ready for the second coming of 
Christ to earth.

Encountering the Man with a generous 
heart, who radiates kindness, mercy, 
forgiveness and true wisdom is a close en-
counter of a kind leading to the discovery 
that the riches of His heart are not His, 
these riches are drawn from the hearts of 
others around connected to His heart.

It is precisely in this wonderful season 
leading up to Christmas that we experience 
this.

Reverend Tony Wood, St Kieran’s RC 
Church.

� rough its marketing brand Wild About 
Argyll, Argyll and Isles Tourism Co-operative 
(AITC) has teamed up with BID4Oban – Oban 
Business Improvement District – to promote 
Oban as a must-visit destination.

A number of Love Oban itineraries and activ-
ities will be developed to showcase Scotland’s 
Seafood Capital, and promote the thriving port 
town as a year-round destination.

Following a successful summer, the partner-
ship aims to inspire domestic tourists to holiday 
at home by visiting Oban and surrounding 
areas when international travel fully resumes, 
encourage them to stay longer and help boost 
the local economy as it continues to recover 
from the pandemic.

AITC chief executive o�  cer Cathy Craig said: 
‘AITC is delighted to be working collaboratively 
with BID4Oban and its businesses to build on 
the high visitor pro� le achieved throughout 
Oban and Lorn Tourism Alliance’s tenure and 
showcase all that Oban has to o� er.

‘Travel has changed, and so have we, and 
this new approach will ensure a sustainable 
vision for the future and not only safeguard, but 
increase economic, social and environmental 
bene� ts to the area.

‘We will be holding focus groups in Oban 
during February and are keen to hear views 
from tourism businesses to ensure we identify 
all the di� erent aspects of the visitor experience 
that Oban o� ers.

‘With a new core team in place, AITC has the 
capacity and energy to inspire repeat and new 
visitors to enjoy Oban.

‘A series of campaigns and bespoke itineraries 
are set to launch early in 2022, o� ering a wide 
variety of options to suit everyone’s interests 
and budget.

‘� e programme of activity will bring together 
Oban’s best-known cultural institutions and 
tourism attractions, alongside Michelin star 
restaurants, award-winning hospitality venues 
and both marine and adventure tourism pro-
viders – all coming together to promote and 
celebrate Oban’s world-class o� erings.

‘A newly redeveloped website www.oban.org.
uk will provide a central hub for visitors to 
plan their break in advance and � nd out more 

information about the year-round experiences.’
Andrew Spence, of BID4Oban, added: ‘� e 

team at BID4Oban are very excited about our 
strengthened partnership with Wild About 
Argyll.

‘We have big plans to bring repeat and new 
visitors to the area but also to extend the season 
and position Oban as a year-round destination.’

For more information about the new itinerar-
ies visit www.oban.org.uk.

A� er a break of two years, due to the pandemic, 
the Hebridean Princess returned to Loch Fyne 
last month.

� e luxury cruise ship – designed for just 50 
lucky guests – moored o�  Strachur to allow 
passengers to go ashore via the pontoon to visit 
to the Strachur Smiddy Museum in the Clachan.

Moyna Kennedy wrote in the Strachur and 
District Newsletter that two blacksmiths were 
on duty for the visit; resident blacksmith John 
and Spike from the Bearded Pig Forge.

Also on hand was Cathie Montgomery, whose 
forefathers were the Strachur blacksmiths and 
she recounted her memories of visiting as a 
small child – the heat, the smells and the sounds.

� ree demonstration sessions at the forge 
were held for Hebridean Princess passengers, 
allowing them to see how pokers are made, have 
a go on the bellows and learn about the smiddy’s 
200-year history.

Ambitious plans are underway on the Isle of 
Mull to transform dark conifer plantations 
into a vibrant, lush rainforest that will bene� t 
nature, climate and local communities.

Under the guidance of the board of Mull and 
Iona Community Trust (MICT), general man-
ager Moray Finch has so far explored initiatives 
such as a new hydro scheme, a� ordable housing 
and community transport services.

Now, MICT aims to ‘rewild’ the 201-hectare 
Ardura Community Forest to the north of the 
river Lussa on the east side of Mull.

With Scottish Land Fund support, the trust 
purchased Ardura Forest from Forest Enterprise 
Scotland in 2019 a� er three years of community 

consultation.
Once a temperate rainforest dominated by 

holly and oak, the nature of the area was altered 
beyond recognition in the 1960s when a blanket 
of commercial conifers was planted.

But, by April next year, 70 hectares of Ardura’s 
non-native conifers will have been harvested, 
providing signi� cant income for other commu-
nity projects across Mull.

� ese, along with invasive Rhododendron 
ponticum, will be replaced with native 
broadleaves as the forest begins its ecological 
recovery.

Already the community is bene� ting, with 
families and children enjoying visits to the 
woodland and there are plans to restore an old 
road through the site to form a multi-use path, a 
forest school and a forest hide.

Future plans could include the creation of 
woodland pastures to enhance the environment 
for � ora and fauna.

Ardura is part of the Northwoods Rewilding 
Network, bringing together land managers 
committed to restoring nature across Scotland.

Among many other initiatives, com-
munity-owned Ardura forest is to have 
non-native conifers felled and replaced with 
native broadleaves. 
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START EXPLORING!

TRAILS
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Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from Hughie and Bertha 
Newlands.

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives, 
friends and neighbours 

from Davie and  
Jessie MacPhail,  

Albyn Ave

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

 to all my relatives, 
friends and neighbours 

from Isobel MacKay 
28 Lorne Campbell 

Court

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives, 
friends and neighbours 
from Dougie and Pearl

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives, 
friends and neighbours 

from Neil and Jean 
McEachran

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends and neighbours 
from Agnes Graham, 

Braemore

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives 
friends and neighbours 

from Colin Lang

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

 to all our relatives, 
friends and neighbours 

from Roy, David and 
Donnie Mitchell, 10 
Muasdale Cottages, 

Muasdale

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

 to all family, friends 
and neighbours from 
Stewart McGougan

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends and neighbours 
from Margaret Deans, 

Machrihanish

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

 to all our relatives, 
friends and neighbours 
from Margaret and John 

Park, Muasdale

Jimmy and Jean 
Armour, 17A John 
Street, wish their 
relatives, friends  
and neighbours 

a Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

Merry Christmas  
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives, 
friends and neighbours 
from Betty McNaughton

SEASONS GREETINGS
Anne, Sarena and Rhianna
Last year of greetings!! 

Supporting local charities 
thereafter. Happy every 

day xxx

MERRy CHRISTMAS ANd 
A HAppy NEw yEAR

to all our family, friends and 
neighbours. Best wishes 
from Hamish, Catherine, 

Lindsay and Alison Armour

MERRy CHRISTMAS ANd 
A HAppy NEw yEAR

 to all my family, friends and 
neighbours. From Roselyn 
MacLean, Kintyre Gardens, 

Campbeltown

MERRy CHRISTMAS ANd 
A HAppy NEw yEAR

Jan and Brian Wilkinson, 
Taynuilt wish family, friends 
and neighbours peace and 
joy at Christmas and best 

wishes for 2022.

MERRy CHRISTMAS ANd 
A HAppy NEw yEAR

 Seasons Greetings and 
good health to everyone 

from Bleachfield

Alison and 
George Allan 
would like to wish you 
all a merry Christmas 

and a very Happy New 
Year 22

 Toby and 
Ailsa Dickson, 
Campbeltown

would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 

and neighbours a 
merry Christmas

Neil and Betty 
McLellan

would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 

and neighbours a 
merry Christmas

Margaret 
and Malcolm, 

Lochgair Place, 
Tarbert

would like to thank all the 
people involved in their care 
and to wish them and their 
families a lovely Christmas

Dave and Isobel 
Davis Perth

wish all their family 
and friends in 

Campbeltown a Merry 
Christmas and a happy 

and healthy 2022

 Arthur and 
Marjorie Fraser, 

Campbeltown

 would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 

and neighbours a 
merry Christmas

Your personal Christmas 
messages for 2021
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Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives, 
friends and neighbours 
from James and Anne 

Colville.

Wishing family, 
friends, neighbours 

& colleagues a 
Merry Christmas 

& a Happy New Year
from Alisdair, Lorraine 
& Campbell, Ralston 
Road, Campbeltown

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all our relatives, 
friends & neighbours 

from John and 
Wilma Stevenson, 

Campbeltown

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

 to all my family, friends, 
relatives and neighbours 
from Tommy Graham, 
4 Glenbarr Cottages.

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

 to all our friends 
& neighbours 

from 
Teena & Phil

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives 
friends & neighbours 

from 
Sandy Watson

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives 
friends & neighbours 
from Mary & family, 

Drumlemble

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives 
friends & neighbours 
from Jan Robertson, 

Calton Avenue.

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my family and 
friends from 

Nancy Black, 
Lorne Campbell Court.

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my family, friends 
& neighbours from 
Archie Greenlees, 

4 Front Row, 
Drumlemble

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year
 to all my family, friends 

and neighbours and 
best wishes for 2022 
from Muriel Deans, 

30 Castleacres, 
Campbeltown

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives 
friends & neighbours 

from Elizabeth McGuire, 
2 Ralston Road, 
Campbeltown

Wishing all my family 
and friends 

A happy Christmas 
and health and 
prosperity in 

the New Year, 
Betty MacSporran, 

Drumlemble

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives 
friends & neighbours 

from 
Peter Colville, 

13 Hillside Road

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

 to all my own wee 
family, relatives, friends 
and close friends, home 
and away from Cathie 

Duncan, Glenside.

SEASONS GREETINGS
to all our relatives, friends, 

neighbours and carers 
from Hugh and Kate 

McNair

SEASONS GREETINGS
to relatives, friends and 
neighbours and thank 

you again for gifts, cards 
and vouchers received for 
my 80th birthday in July 
from Hamish Jackson of 

Meadowburn Place.

Frank and 
Fiona Blake 

 would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 

and neighbours a 
merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year.

 Marion & 
George Reid  
 would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 

and neighbours a 
merry Christmas and a 

good New Year

William and 
Moira Watson  

would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 
& neighbours a merry 

Christmas

Jack & Finella 
Kennedy, 

Fort William  
would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 

& neighbours a 
merry Christmas

Fiona & John, no 2 
and Sheena & Alastair 
no 4 Castlepark would 

like to wish all their 
relatives, friends & 

neighbours 
a merry Christmas and 

a Happy New Year

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives 
friends & neighbours 

With love from 
Ella McKinven.

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year
to all relatives, friends & 

carers from 
Anne Thomson, 

Kintyre Care Home.

Simply fi ll in the coupon below with your special 
festive message and send it to:-

OBAN TIMES, LOCHAVULLIN IND EST, OBAN PA34 4HB
phone in your message on 01631 568000 or email adverts@obantimes.co.uk

ONLY £21 (inc. VAT.) OPTIONS A,B OR C.

PAY BY CHEQUE / PO or Phone in your message quoting your Master Card/Visa Number
Deadline Monday 13th December. To appear Friday 17th December

20 words maximum  PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY 

*NAME .......................................................................................
ADDRESS .................................................................................
...................................................................................................
.......................................... Tel ...................................................

A B C
PLEASE TICK A BOX FOR THE
TEMPLATE YOU WISH TO USE.

*(NOT FOR PUBLICATION)

A

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives 
friends & neighbours 

from 
John Smith, Oban

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
Published on 17th December

SEND A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO FRIENDS FOR JUST £21

B

SEASONS GREETINGS

to all my relatives 
friends & neighbours 

from 
John Smith, Oban

C

John and Jane 
Smith, Oban

would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 
& neighbours a merry 

Christmas

MESSAGE 20 words maximum OT/LT

LAST CHANCE!
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Around the markets
Barra bullock 
storms to top of 
Dalmally trade
A show and sale of cattle 
at Dalmally Auction Mart 
attracted a large following 
of buyers from near and far, 
resulting in a buoyant trade.

The annual event saw 
United Auctions sell 501 
store cattle and 50 breeding 
cattle on Saturday Decem-
ber 4. 

Overall averages prices 
levelled out at similar values 
to last year's equivalent 
sale, with bullocks selling to 
£1,340 for an AAx from I R 
Morrison, 13 Eoligarry, Barra 
to an average of £703.22 and 
heifers to £1,070 for a CharX 
from Escart Farm to average 
£610.46.

Bullocks sold to 314.8p/
kg for a LimX from A & J 
Anderson, Tullochcan Farm 
to average 235.2p and 
heifers sold to 305.9p for a 
LimX from I R Morrison, 13 
Eoligarry to average 219.99p.

Breeding cattle sold to 
£1,400 for a LimX, in-calf 
heifer from K Taylor & Sons, 
Dall. 

At the show prior to the 
sale, Tony Miller, of High 
Gameshill, Stewarton in 
Ayrshire, judged the various 
classes.

Prizes:
Bullock calf: 1, Tombuie 

(champion); 2, 13 Eoligarry; 
3, Lephinchapel.

Heifer class. 1, Kildavaig 
(reserve champion); 2, 13 
Eoligarry; 3, Kildavaig.

Leading lots and prices per head:
BULLOCKS - AAx - £1,340, 

£1,090, 13 Eoligarry; £990 (2), 
Achnacreemore; £820, 2 Eoligarry. 
BSHx - £850, Ashgrove; £800 (2), 
Keppoch Farms (Roybridge); £800, 
Ashgrove. BRBx - £1,005 (4), £950, 
Lephinchapel. BAx - £1,085, £890, 
Lochphuil, Tiree. CHARx - £1,030 (2), 
£980, £940 (3), £925 (3), Kildavaig; 
£920 (4), Fernoch; £890 (2), Escart; 
£890, Couston Farm; £880, Musdale 
Farm. LIMx - £1,290, 10 Eoligarry, 
Barra; £1,270, £1265, 13 Eoligarry; 
£1,210, £1,060, 10 Eoligarry; £1,030, 
13 Eoligarry; £1,020, Tombuie, 
£1,000, Ardchatten; £960, Tullochcan; 
£920, 13 Eoligarry; £900, Keppoch 
Farms, Roy Bridge. SALx - £840 (2), 
Kildavaig. SIMx - £1,085, Lochphuil, 
Tiree; £935, Eurach; £910(2), £890, 
Lochphuil; £875, Eurach; £850, 
Cairnbaan.

HEIFERS – AAx - £750, 
Achnacreemore. BSHx - £670 (2), 
Tiretigan. BRBx - £810, £790, 
Lephinchapel. BAx - £720, Lochphuil, 

Tiree. CHARx - £1,070, Escart; £1,000, 
£960 (3), £935 (4), £930, Kildavaig; 
£845 (2), £835, Couston; £830 (5), 
Fearnoch. LIMx - £995, Tullochcan; 
£930, 13 Eoligarry; £850, Stone� eld 
Farm; £840, Kildavaig. SIMx - £810(3), 
Dalmore; £780, Eurach.

Prices per kilo:
BULLOCKS – AAx – 246p, 240p, 

Achnacreemore; 240p, Scotstown; 
240p, 2 Eoligarry; 223p (3), 
Aldersyde. BSHx – 245p (2), Keppoch 
Farms; 245p (2), Home� eld Croft; 
236p, Dalmore; 236p, Otter Estate; 
233p (5), Brenchoille; 226p (3), 
Keppoch Farms. BRBx – 302p, 293p, 
291p, 274p, 266p, Lephinchapel. 
BAx – 268p, 258p, 247p, Lochphuil. 
CHARx – 292p (3), 292p, Kildavaig; 
291p, Fernoch; 284p (3), Kildavaig; 
282p, 275p, Musdale; 261p (5), 260p 
(6), 258p (6), Laggan Farms; 253p 
(2), Kildavaig; 252p (4), Fernoch; 
248p (6), Laggan Farms; 248p (2), 
242p, Couston Farm; 237p (2), Laggan 

Farms; 231p (2), Escart. LIMx – 315p, 
Tullochcan; 307p, 13 Eoligarry; 305p, 
Tombuie; 301p (3), Craignafeoch; 
295p, 13 Eoligarry; 287p (7), Keppoch 
Farms; 287p, 13 Eoligarry; 276p (6), 
265p (7), Keppoch Farms; 264p (2), 
Craigmore; 262p, Tombuie; 262p (4), 
Tigh Airigh; 257p (2), Succothmore; 
257p, Tullochcan; 254p (2), 10 
Eoligarry; 254p (3), Craignafeoch; 
254p (3), 10 Eoligarry; 253p (2), 
Keppoch Farms; 251p (8), Ellary 
Farms; 250p(3), Stone� eld. SALx – 
247p (2), Kildavaig. SIMx – 268p (2), 
Lochphuil; 263p, Tigh Airidh; 258p, 
Lochphuil; 254p (3), 2 Keil Crofts; 
247p, Lochphuil; 242p, Couston Farm; 
242p, 2 Keil Crofts; 236p, Dalmore; 
234p, Lochphuil; 233p (5), Dalmore; 
231p, Lochphuil.

HEIFERS – AAx – 210p, 
Achnacreemore. BSHx – 223p, 218p, 
Tiretigan. BRBx – 277p, 250p, 245p, 
Lephinchapel. BAx – 254p, Lochphuil. 
CHARx – 300p (3), 296p, 295p (4), 

289p, Kildavaig; 256p (5), Fernoch; 
251p (2), Couston Farm; 248p, 
Musdale Farm; 248p, Couston Farm; 
234p (2), Fernoch. LIMx – 306p, 13 
Eoligarry; 259p, Stone� eld; 255p, 
253p, 250p (2), Tullochcan; 250p, 13 
Eoligarry; 250p, Tombuie; 249p (8), 
10 Eoligarry; 247p, Kildavaig; 246p 
(4), 10 Eoligarry; 243p (6), Keppoch 
Farms; 236p (2), 13 Eoligarry; 234p, 
Keppoch Farm; 231p, Stone� eld Farm. 
SIMx – 255p (2), Dalmore; 254p (2), 
Lochphuil; 254p (3), Dalmore; 231p, 
Lochphuil; 227p, Couston Farm. BG – 
280p, 273p (2), Balliemeanoch.

Breeding cattle:
COWS WITH CALVES - £1,250, 

£1,150(2), £1,100, £1,020, £1,000, 
Craig Farm.

IN-CALF HEIFERS - £1,400, £1,380, 
Dall Farm; £1,350, £1,150, 2 Eoligarry, 
Barra; £1,100, £1,000, Succoth 
Ardeonaig.

IN-CALF COWS - £1,120, £1,100, 
£1,050, £1,020, Craig Farm.

Displenishing Sale
Monday 13th December at 11am 
At Oban Livestock Centre
United Auctions, favoured with instructions from the Executors of the late Miss Anne 
MacLarty, Glenshellach will o� er for auction the following: Land Rover, SO04 XJV, LWB, hard 
top; MF tractor, 5455,SF08 LDC, 4wd with loader; Ifor Williams livestock trailer with sheep 
decks; Logic Contact 2000 ATV weed wiper; Polaris quad, 2013; Portequip calf feeders; galva-
nised round feeders; selection of galvanised troughs; cattle crush & attachments; galvanised 
fencing posts; varied selection of galvanised cattle & sheep hurdles; calving gate; fencing wire, 
stobs etc.; 20 silage bales.
Terms: – Settlement on day of sale. All sales are subject to UA Livestock Limited’s Terms and 
Conditions.  Bidders and purchasers shall be deemed to have full knowledge of these Terms and 
Conditions and by taking part and bidding in any auction, you agree to be bound by the Terms 
and Conditions.  Copies of the terms and conditions are available on request.  
For further information contact D Morrison 07771 644507

Working collie pups, 
8 weeks old,

chipped, weaned and 
ready to go.

Contact: 
07484 393582 / 
01397 712024

Tel  David Tunstall 07817 832978,  Chris Tunstall 07929 563907,  
Richard Tunstall 07765 883435

View all our stock online at www.tunstalltractors.com

Massey Ferguson 6455 06 reg, 
Dyna 6 gear box, wide tyres, 
excellent condition, £26,000

Solis RX 50 (69 reg) 584 hrs, 
cab air condition, £14,995 

Kverneland Taarup 856 pro 
feeder/bedder, in as new 

condition, £9,500



The Campbeltown Courier & Argyllshire Advertiser
Friday 10 December 2021   FARMING 23

Tickets have been released for the 
return of Scotland’s premier celebra-
tion of food, farming and rural life 
in 2022 as the Royal Highland Show 
turns 200 years old.

Show organisers are expecting more 
livestock entries than ever before, 
with exhibitors eager to enter the 
show after a Covid-interrupted 2020 
and 2021.

The Royal Highland Centre on the 
outskirts of Edinburgh will come to 
life over four show days in glorious 
technicolour with the bleats, cheeps 
and beats of fine farmyard animals, 
energetic rural demonstrations, 
music, shopping and show jumping 
performances, not to mention the 
best of Scottish food and drink.

The 200th anniversary show is 
shaping up to be a fitting celebration 
for a momentous milestone in the 
event’s history, which has grown 
from just a handful of attendees in 
1822 to almost 200,000 in 2019.

A limited number of discounted 
early bird tickets have been released 

in time for the festive giving season.
Pandemic-permitting, show-goers 

will be welcomed through the gates 
of the Ingliston showground from 
June 23 to 26, 2022, with plenty of 
celebrations planned to mark the 
long-awaited return of Scotland’s 
largest outdoor event. The public will 
be required to purchase entry tickets 
for specific days (Thursday – Sunday) 
which must be bought in advance, 
with the most popular weekend dates 
likely to sell out quickly. 

As always, children under the age of 

16 will go free with a paying adult.
Tickets are available at www.royal-

highlandshow.org.
Royal Highland and Agricultural 

Society of Scotland chairman Bill 
Gray said: ‘With many months in the 
planning, we are so looking forward 

to what will be four thrilling days at 
the Royal Highland Show 2022.

‘There is no doubt that we have 
come a long way since the first show 
200 years ago, however the animals 
remain the star attraction.

‘It is an incredible family day out 

– after all, where else can you get up 
close to farmyard animals, taste the 
best of Scottish food and drink, see 
world-class equestrians, experience 
the thrill of the main ring parade 
or climb aboard a giant tractor? It 
simply is the best day out.

‘We want all visitors to be able to 
attend on their preferred day, so our 
advice is buy now as it is very likely to 
be a sell-out show.’

Tickets released as Royal 
Highland Show turns 200 

A well-attended Royal Highland 
Show in 2018  and, above,  the 
show attracts the country’s best 
livestock – and a whole lot more 
besides. 

The event 
promises to 
be bigger and 
better after a 
two-year gap

For more information or to place an 
order please send Farm Gates (UK) Ltd 
a message or call: 
Ronnie Finney 07789 276354 
Email:  farm.gates@yahoo.com

MOBILE CATTLE SYSTEM 
FROM £2195 + VAT 
Crush Gate optional extra £599.00 + VAT.

As standard, our Mobile Cattle System comes with a 
60 feet holding pen and 20 feet race, 1 sliding gate 
and all joining pins/stakes included. Our system will 
safely hold 45 full grown cattle (approx.)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modified to suit your 
requirements. Also ideal for TB testing and the 
cattle sliding gate gives full control of the livestock 
from outside the race and stops the race from 
spreading out.

MAIN FEATURES:

•	 Made from high-tensile steel 
All hurdles are 6 railed x 1.75m high 

•	 A funnel is incorporated into the race-way
•	 All hot-dipped galvanised finish
•	 3000mm (3m) long
•	 20-feet race
•	 60-feet holding pen. Includes all joining pins/

stakes
•	 Total 200-feet of penning

PARTS LIST:
•	 10 x 3m (6 railed) cattle hurdles
•	 12 x joining pins/stakes
•	 1 x sliding gate

MOBILE ShEEp SYSTEM
On SALE FROM £1695 + VAT  
(RRP from £3400 plus VAT)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modified to suit your 
requirements

MAIN FEATURES:
•	 Made from high-tensile steel
•	 All hurdles are 8 railed x 970mm high
•	 All hot-dipped galvanised finish
•	 3000mm (3m) long
•	 Includes all joining pins/stakes

OpTIOn 1 
20-feet race, 100-feet holding pen 
£1950 + VAT 
Comes with a 100-feet holding pen and 20-feet 
race, 2 x 2-feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 150 
fully grown sheep (approx)

PARTS LIST:
•	 14 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
•	 12 x joining pins/stakes
•	 2 x 2-feet swing gates

OpTIOn 2 
16 foot sheeted race, 2 way shedding gate, 
galvanised gate, race joiner. 100 foot of penning, 
will comfortably hold 200-250 fully grown sheep, 
£2,450 + VAT. 
I can sell 10’ wide x 5’ high available in packs of 10.

NatioNwide 
dELivEry  

£100 + vAT on 
ALL ordErs ovEr 

£1500 pLUs vAT.

ALL EqUipmEnT FULL 
GrAnT ApprovEd
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CAR 

INDEX S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080     01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080     01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080     01292 880440

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead Highbank Park 
01546 606767/ 606272

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of 4x4’s, 
Landrover Toyota, Nissan etc.
We also buy MOT failures and 

accident damage vehicles.
Anything considered.

WANTED 4X4

T: 07546 788945

All types of 4-wheel drive 
vehicles & pickups, Landrovers, 

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford and 
MOT failures, non-runners, etc.

Will travel and collect.

WANTED

West Coast MOTORS

Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com

Ask for Robert

Camper vans and touring caravans
Any condition or in need of repair

Immediate payment

WANTED 
MOTORHOMES

Tel: 07537 840381

WANTED

Looking for motorhome 
or caravan.

First time buyers.
Any make or condition 

considered. T: 07885 203020    
Email: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of motor homes 
and caravanettes. Any age 
or condition. We also buy 

water damaged or in need 
of repair. Also all types of 
touring caravans from 95 

onwards. We do not dispose.

WANTED

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and 
motor homes, campers 
etc, high mileage, MOT 

failures or damp, all 
considered, any make or 

model, will travel. 

Contact William 07730 130284 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Caravanettes and camper vans, all 
makes and models considered. Also 
touring caravans and statics, instant 

decision, same day payment.
Social distancing measures in place.

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

Please call or WhatsApp James on 
07789 138028/ 07487 548703

Email: wanted4x4s@gmail.com

4x4 VEHICLES
Landrover, Toyota, Isuzu, All single and 

double cab pickups. Any age or condition 
considered. Also buying motorhome and 

caravans. Immediate payment and collection

WANTED

Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com

Ask for Robert

All vehicles considered
Landrover, Toyota, etc including 

all pickups
Old or new, any miles or condition

WANTED ALL 4X4’S

Campbeltown Courier & Argyllshire Advertiser
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Isuzu UK, along with the entire 
automotive industry is facing 
increasingly complex trading 
conditions because
of the worldwide shortage of 
components, semi-conductors, 
and key materials, which is having 
a detrimental
impact on vehicle production and 
availability.
Isuzu UK is working hard to meet 
the high demand from customers 
for the All-New Isuzu D-Max, 

however, the global component 
shortages and shipping delays 
are currently resulting in longer 
lead times than normal.
William Brown, Managing 
Director, Isuzu UK said “The 
success of the All-New Isuzu 
D-Max has been both rewarding 
and challenging, with demand 
currently outstripping supply. As 
the pick-up professionals, we are 
committed to providing the most 
transparent process possible and 

S & S Services ensure customers are still 
on the fastest route to an All-New D-Max
• A worldwide shortage of semiconductors, key components 

and shipping delays are resulting in longer production lead 
times

• All-New Isuzu D-Max demand currently outstripping supply
• Customers urged to begin new vehicle discussions with 

S&S Services as soon as possible

urge any customers who may 
wish to purchase an Isuzu D-Max 
in the near future or perhaps later 
in 2022 to start discussions with 
your local Isuzu
dealer as soon as possible.”
He added, “Although not 
impacted as severely as most 
manufacturers, we are still 
working tirelessly with the vehicle 
production facility in Thailand 
to minimise customer waiting 
times and we will provide as 
much information to dealers as 
we can to ensure our customers 
are always on the fastest route 
possible to a new Isuzu D-Max.”
The All-New Isuzu D-Max, 
which launched earlier this year, 
combines smart, bold, and 

aggressive styling and
improved off-road performance 
with class-leading safety 
technology. Not only does it deliver 
the capability and durability you 
would expect from an Isuzu pick-
up truck, but this 
tough workhorse 
has also now 
added superior 
levels of comfort, 
refinement, and 
next-generation 
technology.
Customers 
looking to 
purchase a new 
Isuzu D-Max 
are encouraged 
to begin 

discussions with S&S Services to 
ensure they remain on the fastest 
route to a new Isuzu D-Max. For 
more information on the Isuzu 
D-Max range please call on 
01292 880080.



Argyll and Bute Council
PLANNING

The applications listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be viewed electronically through 
Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Having 
regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 
2020, documents are only available to inspect electronically at this 
time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by e-mail: 
planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 
20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
21/02356/PP Permanent retention of 

existing temporary access to 
erect powerlines to be made 
permanent to service the 
estate

Land West Of 
Stronachullin Farm, 
Stronachullin, 
Ardrishaig, 
Lochgilphead,  
Argyll And Bute

21/01543/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and 
installation of sewage 
treatment plant

Land South West Of 
Breachachy House, 
Kilkenzie, 
Campbeltown,  
Argyll And Bute

21/02353/PP Renewal of planning 
permission reference 
18/02391/PP–Erection of 
dwellinghouse with integrated 
garage (amended design and 
siting relative to planning 
permission 11/02041/PP)

Land South Of  
Lyndon, Claonaig, 
Skipness, Tarbert, 
Argyll And Bute

21/01383/PP Installation of 6 touring 
pitches and 8 glamping 
pods (part retrospective)

Tarbert Holiday Park, 
Tarbert, Argyll And 
Bute, PA29 6YF

21/02138/PP Extension to the existing 
boiler house building and 
relocation of existing  
oil tanks

Campbeltown Hospital, 
Ralston Road, 
Campbeltown, Argyll 
And Bute, PA28 6LE

Written comments can be submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-
applications or to Argyll and Bute Council, Development Management, 
Kilmory Castle, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT within 21 days of this 
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. 
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a 
public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous 
or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. 
A weekly list of all applications can be viewed on the Councils 
website. Customers are requested to use electronic communication 
where possible during the coronavirus pandemic as 
our ability to process postal mail is restricted.
To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Two bedroom 
flat to let 

Ardrishaig, 
recently 

modernised. 
Call 

07970137965 to 
register interest.

CLASSIFIEDSPUBLIC NOTICES

TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION GARDEN SERVICES

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS PROPERTYMETALS WANTED

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
campbeltowncourier
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Full time positions available for the following:

Joiners  (Mid Argyll & Oban)

Bricklayers  (Mid Argyll & Oban)

Electrician  (Oban)

Labourers  (Mid Argyll & Oban)

Machine Operative (Mid Argyll)

For more information call 01546602989 or 
email jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk



RECRUITMENT
Visit hijobs.net

Student Registry Support 
Administrator
Location: On site, SAMS, Oban
Part Time Post (18.5 hrs per week) 
Fixed term appointment for 24 months
Salary range:  £20,130 - £21,814 pro rata per annum

Supporting a small registry team, you will primarily carry out 
administrative duties related to application, admissions and enrolment 
and support administration of our student information system.  You will 
assist in delivery of key Education events. You may also be required to 
provide general support for the wider Education team.

You will work closely with students, Education team, SAMS and UHI 
colleagues.

Ideally, we are looking for someone who has excellent communication 
and ICT skills, who is an organised, pro-active and flexible to the needs 
of the role. 

If you have any queries before proceeding to the application process, 
please feel free to contact Shona.Magill@sams.ac.uk 

Further information and to apply, please go to www.sams.ac.uk.
The closing date for receipt of applications is 14th December 2021

Interviews will be held by mid-January 2022.

SAMS is a registered Scottish charity (SC 009206), has an equal opportunities policy and 
welcomes applications from all sections of the community.

AHFA Labourer/Handyman Vacancy’s x 2
One position based in Kintyre area
One position based in Oban/Lorn area
£19, 315 to £22,723 37.5 hours per week 
Mon – Fri 8.30 – 16:30 Permanent 

Argyll Homes for All is seeking to recruit two full time Labourers. 
Predominantly working in our void property’s carrying out full clearances, 
property cleaning, inside and out, and basic repairs depending on skill 
set. We are looking for a can do attitude and a willingness to “muck in” 
whatever the task.

Good salary plus additional on call premium and call out payments, 
overtime, and excellent package including holidays, sick pay, insurance 
and other benefits

This post requires:
• Basic Disclosure Scotland check
• Full UK Driving Licence 

For more information regarding the above positions, please contact Lee 
Holness on 01546605815 or email Lee.holness@ahfa.co.uk.

AHFA Service Administrator Vacancy’s x 2
Based in our offices in Oban but other locations considered  
£18,027 - £21,207 35 hours per week 
Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm Temporary

Argyll Homes for All are seeking to recruit two Service Administrators to 
provide Administrative Support to our Planned Maintenance Team.

Applicants must have experience of general office administration, 
including dealing with customers and/or contractors in person and by 
telephone.  Working knowledge of Microsoft Excel, Word and Outlook 
are essential for this role.  This is a fast-paced working environment 
and applicants must be hard-working, dedicated, flexible and able to 
multi-task.

An understanding of the housing repairs sector would be beneficial as 
would any working knowledge of scheduling software.

For more information regarding the above positions, please contact 
Margaret Cullen on 01546605825 or email Margaret.Cullen@ahfa.co.uk
To apply for any of the above vacancies, visit the recruitment section of 
our website at www.acha.co.uk
If you cannot access the website, please contact the recruitment team: 
01546 605817 or email recruitment@acha.co.uk 

The full job description, person specification and closing dates for 
the above positions can be found on the ACHA website at 
www.acha.co.uk

KILMARTIN AUTO REPAIRS
Experienced full time car mechanic required
 to work within a busy workshop obtaining a high 

standard of work on a wide range of vehicles.
Drivers licence required.

Young enthusiastic Apprentice 
car mechanic required

We off er competitive hourly rates 
for both positions.

Please email kilmartinautos@yahoo.co.uk
Or call William on 01546 510 373

Happy New Year...
So that was 2021... Stephen Jardine’s Credo...

The Hebridean Baker recipes... Quiz of the Year... 
Stunning aerial photogrphay... Seafront interiors... 

Artist Mouse Macpherson... A Perth garden... 
Rule, Britannia! writer... Book reviews... 

January
Subscribe 
and receive a 
FREE bottle 

of Arran malt 
whisky

WANTED
Cleaner required for busy self catering 

cottage in Tayvallich, sleeps 2
Changeover on Saturdays from 9.30am - 4pm , 
All year round bookings, cleaning must be to 

a very high standard.
For further information 

contact Willie on 07831 697901 or 
williamgfergusson@gmail.com
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CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
WEST LOCHFYNESIDE 

Christmas Services
(Cumlodden, Inveraray and Lochgair 

Churches)

Sunday December 12th
10.30am Service Cumlodden church

11.30am Service Inveraray church
2.30pm Quiet Service at Cumlodden 

church
for those who � nd this time of year 

challenging 
for whatever reason.

Friday 17th December
Joint Ecumenical service All Saints church,

� e Avenue, Inveraray,
Sunday 19th December 

10.30am Service Cumlodden church
11.30am Service Inveraray Church

Friday 24th December
4pm All age Christmas Eve service

Cumlodden church, Furnace.  All ages 
welcome

Very family friendly, carols and fun.  
Wear something festive.

11.30pm Watchnight service, Inveraray 
church.

Saturday 25th December
10.30am Inveraray church, All age service
Bring your favourite toy and show it to us 

all.
Family friendly.

Sunday 26th December
Songs of praise services

10.00am Cumlodden church
11.30am Inveraray

Request your favourite carol, and we will
sing them. Requests can be le�  in both 

churches
in the run up to Christmas.

Sunday 2nd January 2022
10.00am Lochgair church
11.30am Inveraray church

Epiphany 

 ARDRISHAIG
AND

SOUTH KNAPDALE
PARISHES

Sunday 19th December
Advent 4

“� e Hope-� lled Promise”
Ardrishaig at 11:00am
Achahoish at 12:30pm

Wednesday 22nd Dec
“It’s not quite Christmas . . .”

Not looking forward
to Christmas?

� is may be the Service for you.
It is for all

who have experienced loss
(whatever the loss)

and who feel their loss more
at this time of year,

in
Lochgilphead Parish Church

at 7:00pm 

Christmas Eve
Carol Services

in
Ardrishaig at 4:00pm
Achahoish at 7:00pm

Sunday 26th December
Ardrishaig at 11:00am

(No Service at Achahoish)

Sunday 2nd January 2022
Still Hopeful

Ardrishaig at 11:00am
Achahoish at 12:30pm

Please note that Covid19
control measures apply

at all Services
(Distancing and masks

will be required)

GLASSARY, KILMARTIN AND 
FORD PARISH CHURCH

Sunday 19th December
Carol Service

led by the Trustees

Friday 24th Christmas Eve
11.30pm

Please note there will be no service on 
Sunday 26th Boxing Day

Our services from 2nd January will start at 
11.15am

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCHES

IN MID-ARGYLL

Friday 17th December 7pm
INVERARAY, ALL SAINTS

Ecumenical Carol Service
with ringing of the Bells

(SC025646)

Sunday 19th December 3.30pm
CAROL SERVICE 

St Columba, Poltalloch
with compliant refreshments a� er

(SC031391)

Friday 24th December 11.30pm
CHRISTMAS EVE MIDNIGHT MASS

Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Christ Church, Lochgilphead  

(SC013787)

Saturday 25th December
CHRISTMAS DAY

9am Holy Communion
 St Columba, Poltalloch

11am Sung Eucharist 

Sunday 26th December
11am  Holy Eucharist

 Christ Church, Lochgilphead

Sunday 2nd January
11am EPIPHANY of Our Lord & God 

Jesus Christ
 Holy Eucharist

 Christ Church, Lochgilphead
 (none at St Columba’s)

Sunday 8th January
11am BAPTISM OF OUR LORD JESUS 

CHRIST
 Holy Eucharist with Baptism

 Bp Keith of Argyll & � e Isles to preside 
and baptize

ST MARGARETS RC CHURCH
LOCHGILPHEAD

Friday 24th Christmas Eve
9pm Virgil Mass

Saturday 25th Christmas Day
10am Mass

Lochgilphead

All Saints
Inveraray
12.30pm

Saturday 1st January 2022
Saturday New Year Mass 

10am

FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

TARBERT AND 
LOCHGILPHEAD

Sunday 12th December 2021
Luke’s Christmas: � e angels’ message

10.00am Tarbert
11.30am Lochgilphead

6.00pm Carol Service in Tarbert

Sunday 19th December 2021
Luke’s Christmas: � e angels’ good news

10.00am Tarbert
11.30am Lochgilphead

6.00pm Carol Service in Lochgilphead

Sunday 26th December 2021
Luke’s Christmas: � e angels’ praise

10.00am Tarbert
11.30am Lochgilphead

All services led by Dr Rodger Crooks



DEATH
ELLIS – William John. 
Peacefully at Crosshouse 
Hospital, Kilmarnock, on 
November 21, 2021, a� er a 
long illness bravely borne, in 
his 72nd year.  � e youngest 
son of the late Ossie and Jean 
Ellis, formerly of Inverneill, 
Ardrishaig and Dalry, 
Ayrshire, loving brother 
of Charles, Elizabeth and 
Richard. Funeral to be 
arranged. Rest in Peace.
MERRILEES - Peacefully 
at the Victoria Hospital, 
Kirkcaldy, on November 
29, 2021, Elizabeth Jean 
Ramsay, in her 82nd year, 
Pitdinnie Place, Cairneyhill, 
dearly beloved wife of Tom 
Merrilees, very much loved 
mum of Elizabeth and 
Jacqueline, much loved 
mother-in-law of Ian and 
Niall, loving granny of 
Claire, Christopher, Roisin 
and Sam and great-granny 
of Jack, only daughter of 
the late Willie and Betty 
Ramsay and a loving sister 
and aunt.
MOLLER - On December 
1, 2021, peacefully in the 
Lord, at Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban, Graham 
Carl Moller, in his 79th year, 
beloved husband of Leonie, 
and much loved father 
of Zoe, Gareth, Daniel 
and Peter. Grandfather 
of thirteen and great-
grandfather of one, much 
loved father-in-law, brother 
and uncle. Funeral service 
will take place at Clachan 
Parish Church, on Friday, 
December 10 at 12noon, 
interment therea� er at 
Clachan cemetery, to which 
all friends are respectfully 
invited. Family � owers only 
please. Donations if desired 
to Macmillan Nurses or 
RNLI. 
REPPKE - Peacefully 
at the Kintyre Care 
Home, Campbeltown, 
on December 2, 2021, 
Catherine McVicar Meenan, 
in her 89th year, 14b Calton 
Avenue, Campbeltown, 
dearly beloved wife of the 
late Charles Reppke, much 
loved mum of Marietta 
and Charles, a respected 
mother-in-law, loving 
granny and great-granny 
and a much loved sister of 
Mary and the late Betty.
SCALLY - Peacefully at 
the Kintyre Care Home, 
Campbeltown, on December 
5, 2021, Mary MacKay 
Douglas, in her 82nd year, 
formerly of Benmore Street, 
Campbeltown, dearly 
beloved wife of the late 

Eddie Scally, much loved 
mum of Craig and loving 
mother-in-law of Hazel. 
SILCOCK - Ian. With 
great sadness we announce 
the loss of our dear father 
Ian Maclaren Silcock on 
Tuesday, November 30, 
2021, age 85, peacefully 
at Airthrey Care Home, 
Falkirk. Survived by his wife 
Karen, brother Alisdhair 
and their children Valerie, 
Donald and Frazer, Jackie 
and Ginny. Funeral service 
to be held in Falkirk 
crematorium on Monday 
December 20 at 1pm. Family 
� owers only. Donations 
to RNLI and Alzheimer 
Scotland. All friends warmly 
invited.
SIMPSON - Peacefully on 
December 3, 2021, James 
(Jimmy)  Simpson, aged 
84 years, of 1 Argyll Court, 
Lochgilphead, and formerly 
of 46 Brodie Crescent. 
Beloved husband of the late 
Helen McMahon. A much 
admired and respected 
brother-in-law and uncle 
to all the family. A good 
neighbour and very dear 
friend to all in the local 
community and a loyal 
and faithful member of 
St. Margaret’s Church, 
Lochgilphead. Due to 
restrictions, a private 
family service will be held 
in St. Margaret’s Church, 
today, Friday, December 
10 at 11.30am. Additional 
mourners may join the 
family at Achnabreac 
Cemetery, or as the funeral 
cortege leaves St. Margaret’s 
at approx. 12.15pm. 
Donations, in James’s 
memory, can be made 
directly to Mary’s Meals 
or via Donald MacDonald 
Funeral Directors.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
BRODIE – � e family of 
the late Flora would like to 
thank everyone for the may 
expressions of sympathy, 
cards and � owers on the sad 
loss of their Mum. Special 
thanks to Rev W Crossan 
for an upli� ing and personal 
service. To Kenneth Blair 
and sta�  for their caring 
and professional support. 
Special thanks to all at 
Kintyre Care Home for love 
and care given to Mum over 
the last year and previously 
to Carr Gomm and Shopper 
Aide. � ank you to the 
Argyll Hotel for purvey.
MACKINNON - � e family 
of the late Annamarie 
MacKinnon would like 
to thank everyone most 
sincerely, for the many kind 

expressions of sympathy 
and support received in 
their recent sad loss. Special 
thanks to all her close 
friends and sta�  at Glenaray 
Ward Mid Argyll Hospital, 
for all the kindness and care 
shown and to Lynne for 
all she did for Annamarie. 
Special thanks also to Rev. 
David Carruthers for an 
excellent and comforting 
service, Stan Lupton 
Funeral Directors for a very 
personal and professional 
service, Yvie and Shona 
for their lovely poem and 
to all who attended at 
Achnabreac Cemetery and 
lined the route to pay their 
last respects.
STEWART - Agnes, Iain 
and Kirsten would like to 
thank everyone for the cards, 
letters, � owers and many 
expressions of sympathy 
received following the loss 
of their Mum and Gran, 
Agnes. To all who attended 
the church and helped raise 
£438 for our community 
nurses, thank you. To all 
of you along the route of 
the cortege on such a wild 
day, thank you too. Please 
know how very powerful 
an experience this was for 
us as a family as we drove 
to the cemetery. We were so 
lucky that Mum lived a full 
happy and healthy life until 
her last year, but we really 
couldn’t have managed 
that year without some 
amazing input. � ank you 
to all departments of the 
NHS based at Campbeltown 
Hospital involved in Mum’s 
care. Carers Direct and 
latterly Liz and her brilliant 
team at Carr Gomm. Our 
community nurses were 
outstanding, thank you isn’t 
enough ladies. � ank you, 
Rev Gary McIntyre, for the 
love and friendship shown 
to Mum over the years 
and for the very personal 
send-o�  you gave her. 
� anks, David McEwan, 
for your wonderful music. 
It was just as Mum would 
have wanted. � anks to 
the sta�  at Ardshiel Hotel 
for the lovely purvey and 
� nally, a massive thank you 
to Kenny, Rhys and family 
from T A Blair Funeral 
Directors who were kind, 
helpful and professional in 
every way.
WARD - Jane (Sheena) and 
Family would like to thank 
all who attended the funeral 
of Angus. � e family would 
like to thank Steve Fulcher 
for the upli� ing service, 
thanks to the medical sta�  
at Campbeltown Hospital 

and the Queen Elizabeth 
hospital, Glasgow. To 
everyone that paid their 
respects to Angus in the 
church and on route to 
the cemetery and at the 
graveside. Also a big thank 
you for phone calls, � owers, 
cards and gi� s we received, 
thank you to the Blair family 
and a special thanks to 
Rhys. To the Campbeltown 
bowling club. A donation 
will be put to the S.C.A.A.

IN MEMORIAMS
COFFIELD – Ian, 
December 13, 2014.
Missed every day 
- Martin and family.
JOHNSTONE – In loving 
memory of Archie, who 
died December 10, 2016.
Until we meet again
- From your loving wife and 
soulmate Agnes.
MCMILLAN - On 
December 12, 2017 Mum 
you le�  us. But even to 
this day you live on in our 
hearts/memories and you 
are sorely missed by all. 
Some day we will meet again 
Mum. 
- Love Andrew, Calum, 
Jamie, Kristy, James, Osian 
xxx
SLOSS – Treasured 
memories of Wullie, loving 
husband, dad and grandad 
who died on December 8, 
2020.
You have le�  our lives
But you will never leave our 
hearts.
- Love Eileen, Caroline, 
Tom and family.
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SALVATION ARMY

Sunday 12th December
11am Worship Service

11am Army Kidz
6.30pm Evening Service

Wednesdays
12pm Lunch club

7pm Make & Munch Craft Group
Covid 19 measures in place

If we can be of any
assistance to anyone

during this time please
call us on 01586 552046

Major Ruth Russell
Scottish Charity Number

SCO09359

CAMPBELTOWN 
FREE CHURCH

George Street, Campbeltown

Sunday 12th December
11.15am Worship Service

Rev Terry Gallagher
11.15am Sunday School

7.30pm Youth Group (by Zoom)
Wednesday 15th December

12 noon Prayer and Bible Study
Sunday 19th December

5.00pm Carols by Candlelight
All welcome

www.campbeltownfreechurch.
co.uk

Scottish Charity Number: 
SC046745

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

Christ Church, Lochgilphead
Sunday 11am
Holy Eucharist

St Columba, Poltalloch
1st Sunday Holy Communion 

9am
3rd Sunday Evensong 3.30pm

(SCO13787, 31391)

CAMPBELTOWN
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH

A warm welcome awaits you in 
the Kirk Street Hall at 11:00 am 

Baptist Church Pastor Mark Jasper 
01586 554 092 

pastor@campbeltown
communitychurch.co.uk 

www.campbeltown
communitychurch.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/ 
campbeltowncommunitychurch 

SC043322

SKIPNESS LINKED 
WITH TARBERT 
LOCHFYNE AND 

KILBERRY CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND 

There will be a weekly service at 
Skipness 10am & Tarbert 11.30am 

- Rev. Lyn Peden
Please wear a face covering and 

stay 1 metre apart for the services 
Contact Rev. Lyn Peden 01880 

820158 for pastoral care Charity 
number Tarbert SC002622 

Skipness SC004280

LORNE & LOWLAND 
PARISH CHURCH

Sunday 12th December
Morning Worship 11.15am

Triple C Gen 1
Rev W Crossan

Everyone welcome
COVID Guidelines apply

CHURCH NOTICES 
SPRINGBANK 

EVANGELICAL 
CHURCH

And he will be called Wonderful 
Counsellor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Isaiah 9:6

Join us in Springbank Church on
Sunday, 12th December 2021 at 

11am for our morning service
Wednesday, 15th December at 
7.30pm – Prayer and Bible Study
To join either of these events on 

Zoom send your email address to 
offi  cespringbankchurch@gmail.
com and you will be sent a link.
www.springbankchurch.org.uk

https://www.facebook.com/
springbankchurch

Contact phone number 01586 
551237 - Church Secretary

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

South Kintyre Team Ministry 
Sunday services 

10 am Saddell and Carradale 
Church SC002609 

10 am Highland Church, 
Campbeltown SC002493 

11.30am Southend Church 
SC005484 

Covid 19 restrictions apply 
Ministers Revd Steve Fulcher 
Revd Christine Fulcher 01586 

830504 
www.kintyreparishes.org.uk

ST. MARGARET’S 
RC CHURCH

Lochgilphead
Holy Mass Sunday 10AM

ALL SAINTS INVERARAY
Holy Mass Sunday 12.30pm

Fr Henry Nkob
01546602380
All Welcome

ST. KIERAN’S, 
ST. JOHN STREET, 
CAMPBELTOWN

01586 552160
campbeltown@rcdai.org.uk

Worship:
Saturday (Vigil Mass), 6.00pm

Sundays, Holy Mass, 10am
Most liturgies live streamed.
https://www.facebook.com/

campbeltownrcchurch
A Parish of the R.C. Diocese of 
Argyll and the Isles; Charitable 

Trust, a registered Scottish Charity, 
SC002876

Parish Priest: Fr. A. Wood

ARDRISHAIG AND 
SOUTH KNAPDALE 

PARISHES
12th December

Advent 3
(Luke 1)

Services in:
Ardrishaig at 11:00am

and
Achahoish at 12:30pm

Wednesdays
from 12:45pm to 1:15pm

in Ardrishaig Church
“A Time for Refl ecting”

LOCHGILPHEAD 
PARISH CHURCH

Sunday 12th December
11.00 am

WORSHIP SERVICE
Jim Malcolm
More info at

www.lpchurch.co.uk
Lochgilphead Parish Church

of Scotland - SC016311

GLASSARY, 
KILMARTIN AND 

FORD PARISH 
CHURCH

Barr Mhor, Kilmartin
Sunday 12th December 11am

Rev Robert MacLeod
All very welcome 

Please remember to wear a mask

NORTH KNAPDALE 
PARISH CHURCH

Sunday 12 December
Tayvallich Church

10am Morning Worship
Rev Robert Macleod

Booking required
Tel 01546 870635

Covid restrictions apply.
Further information can 
be found on the church

website
www.northknapdale.org

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
WEST LOCHFYNESIDE 
(Cumlodden, Inveraray 

and Lochgair)
Sunday December 12th

10.30am Service Cumlodden 
church

11.30am Service Inveraray church
2.30pm Quiet Service at 

Cumlodden church
for those who fi nd this time of year 

challenging
for whatever reason.

Masks must be worn when
attending either church.
Charity No: SCO16665

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/argyllshireadvertiser
www.facebook.com/campbeltowncourier

GRADUATION

Campbell Sims, son of Margaret and the late Michael 
Sims, from Campbeltown, has graduated in absentia from 
the University of Strathclyde with a MSc in Safety and 
Risk Management. Campbell already holds a First-Class 
Honours Degree in Mechanical Engineering, is a Chartered 
Engineer in both the UK and Australia and a Fellow of the 
Institution of Mechanical Engineers. Having held Senior 
Global Engineering Leadership roles in the Defence and 
Oil & Gas industries and having been a Visiting Lecturer 
at Glasgow Caledonian and Strathclyde Universities, 
Campbell currently works with a consultancy specialising 
in Safety Assurance of Major Australian Rail Projects. 
Campbell currently lives in Brisbane, Queensland with his 

wife Alyson, who is a GP and daughter, Isla.
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Est. 1978Funeral Directors
& Monumental Suppliers

T.A.Blair LtdT.A.Blair Ltd
Funeral Directors

& Monumental Suppliers

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
Funerals carried out in Campbeltown, 

Kintyre and throughout the UK
For personal attention assured at all times
Telephone Alasdair, Kenneth or Rhys

(01586) 552918 or Mobile 07810 443473
blairfunerals@btinternet.com

Agents for � nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser

www.facebook.com/
campbeltowncourier

Louise Pendreigh won a gold 
medal for her performance 
at the Scottish Gymnastics 
Tumbling Competition, held 
at Ravenscraig Regional Sports 
Facility on Sunday November 
28.

Louise, aged 14 and an S3 
pupil at Lochgilphead High 
School, represented Glasgow’s 
Sapphire Gymnastics Club 
in the age 13-plus category 
at club level � ve, performing 
three tumbling runs made up 
of a series of back � ips and 
somersaults.

Zoom
Louise has trained at 

Sapphire since 2019 and kept 
up her strength and condition-
ing at home on Zoom through 
lockdown. 

� is was her � rst competition 

for more than two years, and 
her � rst medal for tumbling. 
Louise said: ‘I was so happy 

when my name was called out 
for a gold medal. 

‘It was really hard in lock-

down when I couldn’t go to 
gymnastics, but all my hard 
work at home has paid o� .’

Fancy dress was the order 
of the day for Loch Fyne 
Sea Angling Club’s annual 
Christmas Shield competition 
held recently at Loch Etive.

� ere were some inspira-
tional festive out� ts on show 
for this hotly-contested event 
which attracts a prize for the 
best-dressed angler.

� is year’s winner was 
chosen via a social media vote, 
with an overwhelming major-
ity choosing � e Grinch, aka 
Robert MacBrayne.

On the � shing front it was a 
day of mixed fortunes for the 
seven anglers who braved a 
chilly but bright day a� oat.

� e � shing started o�  well 
with plenty of small spurs 
taking the bait, but the lure of 
the ‘bigger � sh’ prompted the 
anglers to move to a hotspot 
recommended by Leigh, the 
skipper of the Laura Dawn.

� is turned out to be disap-
pointing, with only two small 
spurs caught so once again the 
anchor was raised in search of 
quality � sh.

It took another two attempts 
to � nd a productive mark 
and this time it was a whiting 
bonanza which kept everyone 
busy until the end of the day.

It was a much slower day than 
normal for Loch Etive which 
usually produces large num-
bers of � sh during the winter 
months, however, a respectable 
tally of 107 � sh comprising of 
spurs, dog� sh and whiting 
were scored, bringing the 2021 
season to an end.

Winner: Gary Sinclair
Runner-up: Robert 

MacBrayne
� ird: Steven MacBrayne
Best-dressed angler: 

� e Grinch, aka Robert 
MacBrayne.

Magnus Bradbury made 
his 100th Edinburgh Rugby 
appearance as the capital 
club hosted Benetton on 
Wednesday November 3 in the 
United Rugby Championship.

Edinburgh Rugby celebrated 
‘club appreciation night’, 
which sees the squad pull on 
the socks of their boyhood 
clubs to recognise the impor-
tance of the wider grassroots 
game - and Magnus repre-
sented his home town team of 
Oban Lorne.

� e 26-year-old made his 
landmark appearance seven 
years on from making his pro-
fessional debut at the age of 19.

A� er a typically physical 
performance, carrying domi-
nantly for the full 80 minutes, 
the back row also secured the 
Player of the Match award 
following his team’s 24-10 
victory.

A� er the game Magnus said: 
‘Oban Lorne is where it all 
started for me. � ey pushed 
me and coached me and they 
got me to where I am today. 
I will always be thankful for 
that.’ � e 14-times capped 
Scotland international became 
Edinburgh Rugby’s 36th club 
centurion and joined former 
greats Simon Taylor, Ally 
Hogg and Roddy Grant.

Fair to support youth football
A Christmas Fair in Ardrishaig will raise funds to support youth 
football in Mid Argyll.

A wide variety of locally-produced crafts will be available 
- perfect for that special Christmas gift - alongside plenty of 
delicious home baking and much more besides.

It all happens at Ardrishaig Public Hall tomorrow (Saturday 
December 11) between 10am and 12pm, and all proceeds will 
go to Lochgilphead Red Star 2011 football team.

Lochgilphead gymnast 
Louise wins tumbling gold

A delighted Louise at the 
top of the podium. 

Magnus Bradbury, left, is presented with his 100th appear-
ance cap by Grant Gilchrist. 

Argyll rugby star Magnus celebrates 
his century appearance for club

The anglers were lured by the notion of dressing up

The Grinch that won 
an angling prize Louise is 14 

years old and 
an S3 pupil at 
Lochgilphead 
High School. 
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Red Star su� ered their � rst 
league defeat of the season 
on Saturday as they lost out 
at home to a well-organised 
Busby out� t.

Busby took the lead from the 
spot a� er home keeper Leon 
Murphy was adjudged to have 
fouled a visiting attacker. � e 
Busby number three made no 
mistake from the spot to make 
it 0-1.

Star battled back and were 
level soon a� er when good 
play involving Lee MacLean 
and Stuart MacLean saw the 
ball fall to Craig Aitken, who 
� nished well from 14 yards.

Star were infuriated on the 
half-time mark when an ex-
cellent counterattack saw the 
ball fall to Robert Docherty 

who curled an excellent e� ort 
beyond the Busby keeper.

� e whistle, however, blew 
for o� side - with Red Star 
claiming that Docherty was 
behind both the defender and 
the ball when it was played.

� e second half was again a 
scrappy a� air and it was Busby 
who this time received the 
bene� t of a tight o� side call 
which saw their striker � nish 
well to put his side back in 
front.

Star hu� ed and pu� ed for an 
equaliser late on with Neily 

Star narrowly 
beaten by Busby

Red Star   1
Busby AFC 2

SAFL Championship 

Airborne Andy Weir 
challenges for a high ball. 
51_a50RedStar_Busby05

Referee Peter Laing lays 
down the law as things get a 
little heated. 51_a50RedStar_Busby03

Robert Docherty curls a shot past the Busby keeper in an 
e� ort ruled out for o� side. 51_a50RedStar_Busby07

Craig Aitken keeps a close 
eye on the ball as he defends 
a � rst-half Busby attack. 
51_a50RedStar_Busby02

Russell seeing his e� ort clip 
the top of the bar but Busby 
saw out the time relatively 
comfortably to record a 1-2 
win.

Tomorrow Star look to end a 
largely positive 2021 on a high 

as they welcome Cardross to 
the Lochgilphead joint campus 
3G, with a 2pm kick-o� .
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