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More delays
keep harbour
authority
proposal adrift

by Kathie Griffiths

kgriffiths@obantimes.co.uk

Campaigners wanting a new
community-led harbour
authority for Oban have
slammed Argyll and Bute
Council for being ‘determined
to stop it"

Oban Community Harbour
Development Association
(OCHDA) has spent the last
three years proving that a
single trust port run by an
independent board would
be the best option but says
after all that time the council
still cannot make its mind up
whether or not to support it.

Today, Thursday September
2, members of Argyll and
Bute Harbour Board, will
meet online to hear officers
advise that more time is
needed to look over what
options are available - includ-
ing doing nothing - before a
decision can finally be made
on the preferred way forward.

There is no sole control over
the bay at the moment, with
various organisations having
responsibilities for different
parts of it.

OCHDA claims after years
of delays and decisions over
setting up a new harbour
authority, council officers
have ‘kicked’ the issue ‘down
the road’ again.
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Water rescue
man dies

Police enquiries are
continuing into the death of a
61-year-old man rescued from
water in the Lochgilphead
area.

Police officers were made
aware of the man'’s death
around 1am on Sunday
August 29.

Although enquiries are
ongoing, there are not
believed to be any suspicious
circumstances, said a Police
Scotland spokesman.

A report will be submitted
to the Procurator Fiscal.

Hitand run

About 7pm on Friday August
27, on the A819, approximate-
ly two miles south of the A85,
a dark Volvo struck another
vehicle causing damage to
the driver and car before
leaving the scene. Police are
appealing for anyone on the
A819 or A85 who may have
seen the incident, noted a
dark vehicle with damage

to it or who might have

dash cam footage to come
forward. Please call 101 or
Crimestoppers on 0800 555
111, quoting incident number
3462 of August 27.

Fun in the sun on Seil

by Kathie Griffiths

kgriffiths@obantimes.co.uk

Seil raised more than £2,000
for charities when the island
community got together for a
celebration in the sun.

A children’s fun day organ-
ised on Saturday by parents
at Seil Island Hall brought in
just over £500 and involved
all ages from the community
getting hands-on with the
first big event since Covid
lockdown.

Rachel Tierney, who was one
of the organisers along with
Annie Anderson and Rhoda
Thomson, said about 100
people turned out - and so did
the sun.

The focus was on activities
for the children with mini
Highland games, a Taiko
drumming workshop, plant-
pot painting, a treasure trail,
guess the weight of the Rowan
Bakery cake, cookie decorat-
ing, face painting, egg and
spoon challenges and a Messy
Church climate-themed choc-
olate session among other
fun and games. There was a
bouncy slide was for everyone

i

to have a go. Seil’s fire truck, a
tractor, a military tank and a
quad bike were also there for
youngsters to climb on.

Argyll Community Housing
Association (ACHA) gave a
generous donation to fund the
slide and activities so it could
all be free.

ALLIED

SURVEYORS
SCOTLAND

Local surveyors operating
throughout Argyll, the
Highlands and Islands

Dunoon 01369 705000
Helensburgh 01436 674976
Fort William 01397 705541

www.alliedsurveyorsscotland.com
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And there was hard-work
in the hall kitchen from
volunteers busy serving up
refreshments.

‘We had a super day. Thanks
to everyone who joined in,
baking and making for us,
having fun and helping out,
setting up and putting away.
It was good to get together
again, from the littlest in
our community to the older
stalwarts, families and friends

T ot

and visitors too. Seil has a
strong community sense and
looked after each other really
well during lockdown. This
was a wonderful way to cele-
brate what we have and being
able to head back to a bit of
normality now.

“The money made is going to
the hall and we hope it will be
used to put on other activities
and events. We're already
thinking up ideas. We’d like to

CEpE

Fun in the sun activ-
ities at a community
day on Seil were
hugely popular

with families; and
bottom centre,
Donny Reynolds and
piper DJ MacDougall
raising funds for

the Easdale branch
of the Royal British
Legion Scotland'’s
charity work.

put something on during the
winter,” said Rachel.

Also on Saturday, Seil croft-
er D] MacDougall picked up
his pipes to raise £1,700 for
the Easdale branch of Royal
British Legion Scotland’s
charity work supporting ser-
vice people and veterans.

He took on the challenge of
marching, while playing the
pipes, four miles from the
Oban side of the Bridge Over
The Atlantic to the communi-
ty hall and Ellenabeich.

DJ, who is the branch’s
official piper, was joined
by standard bearer Donny
Reynolds.

With help of a Justgiving
page online and collecting do-
nations on the day, DJ’s total
more than filled a gap left by
the branch’s usual annual sale
cancelled by Covid.

Donations can still be
made by visiting www.just-
giving.com/crowdfunding/
djpipesovertheatlantic
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Check for stowaways to
help save our seabirds

Boat owners on Mull are being
urged to check for stowaways
daily to help save the area’s sea
birds, writes Kathie Griffiths.

And day trippers visiting the
Treshnish Isles and Staffa are
being encouraged to keep an
eye on their bags and seal away
food in another bid to stop
invasive predators such as rats
and mink getting across.

Special chew cards have also
been given out to boat owners
by a biosecurity project that
visited Mull recently on a mis-
sion to try and keep precious
seabird colonies rodent free.

The idea of the chew cards is
to help boat owners pick up on
signs that predators may have
sneaked on board.

Biosecurity for LIFE project,
a partnership between the
RSPB, the National Trust
and the National Trust for
Scotland, is promoting ways
people can avoid accidentally
putting the likes of Puffins,
Manx shearwater and
European storm-petrel at risk.

Over the last few centuries,

many seabird colonies in the
UK have suffered from falls in
population or been lost com-
pletely because of non-native
invasive predators.

Sarah Lawrence, biosecurity
officer for West and Central
Scotland, said it was great to
meet boat operators on Mull.

‘It’s clear everyone’s keen to
prevent mink and rats from
reaching seabird colonies on
the Treshnish Isles and Staffa,
she said.

But RSPB Mull Officer Dave
Sexton said although it is very
encouraging the boat trips
are so keen to be part of this
effort, private boat owners who
land on Lunga also need to be
involved.

‘Seabird colonies are so
vulnerable and we know
mink will happily stow away
on boats. Thankfully Mull’s
white-tailed eagles are also
doing their bit as we find mink
in nests as prey items and we

More delays keep harbour
authority proposal adrift

Continued from page 1.

The group insists an in-
dependently-run harbour
authority would be the safest
option for all water-users in
the bay, save council money
and would offer significant
long-term benefits to the town.

And it regards council
officers’ advice being given
to Argyll and Bute Harbour
Board to be ‘inconsistent,
incomplete and inaccurate
and  therefore potentially
misleading’.

OCHDA chairman John
MacAlister said: ‘It’s incredible
- after all this time they still
can’t make a decision!

‘OCHDA has clearly shown
the advantages of a trust port.

Tt’s the safest option, it is
financially do-able and in
everyone’s interests and that’s
what the community of Oban
wants, but the council seems
determined to stop it.’

The risk of a serious incident
occurring in the harbour is
increasing as traffic in the bay
grows and it is increasingly
urgent to establish an effective,

simple-to-understand ~ man-
agement system to keep water
users safe and make them wel-
come in Oban, says OCHDA,
which is worried that near
misses in the harbour continue
to happen on a regular basis
and any one of them could

‘Despite clear support
from the public for
the establishment of
a trust port...Argyll
and Bute Council is
continuing to slow
down the process’

become a serious incident.
‘Despite clear support from
the public for the establish-
ment of a trust port, operated
by its own independent board
and based on existing council
facilities on the North Pier,
Argyll and Bute Council is
continuing to slow down the
process.

‘Developing a trust port to

run the new harbour authority
isawin-win for the counciland
for the community of Oban.
We have shown this clearly
and we now need the council
to work with us to complete
the process and help us submit
these proposals to the Scottish
Government rather than try-
ing to slow the process down,’
added Mr MacAlister.

A council spokesperson said:
‘We are taking the steps need-
ed to reach the right option for
the future of Oban Bay.

‘We welcome OCHDA’s in-
volvement in the process and
note their enthusiasm for their
preferred option.

‘There are, however, a num-
ber of possible options and as
a council we must consider
fully the interests of Oban as
a whole in order to reach the
right decision for the town, its
communities and businesses
in the longer term.

HAVEYOURSAY

email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk

Sarah Lawrence, biosecurity
officer for West and Central
Scotland, with some of the
information packs.

know from studies in Finland
that they pluck mink out of the
water as they’re swimming and
can help stop them dispersing
to off-shore islands, he added.

All boat owners in the area
can help - even if they never
land on the islands.

Mink and rats can swim at
least two kilometres, so boat
owners are encouraged not to
push any rodents or sleeping
mink they discover overboard.

To be able to act quickly
against any invasions, a
number of rodent surveillance
stations are also being set up
and will be checked regularly.

Visit www.biosecurityforlife.
org.uk to find out more about
the project and downloadable
resources.

or

Police issue appeal
after A82 fatal collision

Police are appealing for infor-
mation following a fatal crash
on the A82 south of Luss.

It happened around 8.20am
on Sunday August 29 when a
31-year-old male pedestrian
was struck by a lorry.

The man was pronounced
dead at the scene.

The road was closed for
around nine hours for a full
investigation.

Sergeant Kevin Craig, of
Dumbarton Road Policing
Unit, said: ‘Our thoughts are
with the family and friends of
the deceased at this time.

‘We are conducting extensive
enquiries into the circum-
stances of this incident and
are appealing for anyone with
information to come forward.

The incident was one of two
crashes near Luss over the
weekend.

Police Scotland received
reports of a two-vehicle crash
on the A82 junction for Luss
around 3.20pm on Saturday
August 28.

A 5l-year-old man and a
76-year-old man were taken to
the Royal Alexandra Hospital
in Paisley, with the 76-year-
old’s injuries described as
serious.

A 77-year-old woman was
taken to the Queen Elizabeth
University Hospital in Glasgow
with what are described as life
threatening injuries.

The road remained closed
for around five hours while
officers carried out enquiries.

Assault allegation
About 3.45pm on Wednesday
August 25, on Quarry Road,
Oban, a child was allegedly
assaulted. Subsequently a
teenager has been charged
and referred to the Youth
Intervention Process.

Charged

A 19-year-old male has been
charged with assaulting
another man on George
Street, Oban, about 11.45pm
on Saturday August 28. A
report has been submitted to
the Procurator Fiscal.

Properties
handpicked by us,

@i holidaycottages.co.uk

Quality self-catering holiday homes across the UK

Interested in letting your property? Call us on 0800 304 7199
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Charity walkers in the pink
after successful tundraiser

The annual Pink Ladies Day
twilight sponsored walk was
held on Friday, August 27.

Thirty nine women got
together to take part and be-
tween them raised more than
£2,400 with more trickling
through.

Organiser Nicky Murphy
said: ‘Everyone that came did
brilliantly, but the big stars of
the evening were Catherine
Cain and Karen Cook, daugh-
ter and sister (respectively) of

Margaret Cain.
‘Margaret was the deputy
head teacher at Rockfield

Primary School and attended
the Pink Ladies Day a few
years ago.

‘She had a lovely day with
Karen so they did the walk in
Margaret’s memory, who sadly

rsﬂt‘“ G e, 3 R
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The Pink Ladies Day founder and organiser Nicky Murphy, far right. The sponsored walk
is organised by Gillian Stewart, in the blue jacket, behind Bailey the dog; and right, Karen
Cook, left, and Catherine Cain, walking in memory of Margaret Cain. photograph: kevin McGlynn

activities, and all of our health
and beauty volunteers do an

was over £1,700. They did over
£1,000 of this without any of

beautiful scenery. Our guests
are ladies who have experi-
enced breast cancer first hand

of these, please get in touch.
And if anyone living with
breast cancer — now or in the

‘And finally, if there are any
beauticians, therapists, make-

my help!’
Nicky continued: “The Pink

incredible job out of the good-

up artists or hairdressers who

and are treated to a day of fun,  ness of their hearts. past — wishes to attend the would like to join the volun-

‘We have lots more fundrais-
ing planned before the event
in November, so if anyone
wants to help out with any

food, friendship, pampering

and relaxation with a friend.
‘The event is free for our

guests, covered by fundraising

Pink Ladies Day with a friend
they can get in touch with
me on 07786 861266 or email
pinkladiesday@outlook.com.

teering team, please also get in
touch.

Il For more photographs, visit
www.obantimes.co.uk

passed away last year.

T asked my supporters to
sponsor Catherine and Karen
instead of me and their total

Ladies Day is being held this
yearin November at Drimsynie
Estate, Lochgoilhead - a new
venue for us set in amongst

Cairngorm
Group

tougherwarmer.smarter

Kids heading
back to schoc

Bring in
reinforcements
and reclaim your
home with a new
Cairngorm kitchen

From left, Ewen MacKerchar, NLB marine operations manager, Mike Bullock, chief executive
NLB, Transport Minister Graeme Dey and Elaine Wilkinson, NLB vice chairperson in Oban
last Tuesday, August 24.

NLB sheds light on ministerial visit

Scottish Minister for Transport Graeme Dey
MSP visited the Oban base of the Northern depot and met some of the NLB team.
Lighthouse Board (NLB) last Tuesday, August The Minister also toured the NLB's vessel
24. Pharos where he met members of the crew.

In addition to a briefing on the work of the Mr Dey also visited Oban Airport in North
board to protect lives, property and the en- Connel and met with Argyll and Bute Council
vironment through the provision of maritime officers.

aids to navigation, the Minister toured the
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Connel mum
praised at
Argyll College

student awards

I by Sandy Neil

editor@obantimes.co.uk

Two students from Connel
and Oban have been ac-
knowledged in the 2021
Argyll College UHI Student
of the Year Awards.

“This year, more than ever,
the judges of the annual
awards have been delighted
to read about the rich and
diverse range of students who
make up the Argyll College
UHI student community,” the
university said.

‘We are extremely proud
of all students who have
persevered with their studies
through challenging circum-
stances, and these awards
are a way of celebrating their
efforts.

With  judging  criteria
deliberately left loose, the
awards allow scope for a va-
riety of entries for numerous
reasons which could include:
an academic or personal
achievement, overcoming
exceptional hardships, or
exceptional contribution to
the student community.

Maxine  Cotton  from
Connel has been named as
the joint runner-up in the
Further Education category.

and Childcare and has been
praised for her commitment
to go above and beyond and
help her fellow classmates.

‘Working from home can
be a difficult situation for
some students but Maxine
has played an integral part
in keeping her classmates
engaged, encouraging
participation and helping
everyone to feel comfortable
to contribute,” said lecturer
Gill McInally, who nominat-
ed Maxine for the award.

As a mum of three, Maxine
has had to juggle the respon-
sibilities of her own learning
with that of her children’s
when having to home school
them during lockdown.

Despite this, the impres-
sively high standard of her
work has never faltered. She’s
also been known to give up
her own time to check in with
fellow students and assist
them when in need of help.

It’s clear that Maxine’s
enthusiasm to learn is not
only for her own benefit but
for those around her, too, as
she actively shares her skills
and knowledge with her
classmates.

Maxine’s goal is to continue
studying with Argyll College

a primary teacher. The col-
lege look forward to having
Maxine with thems, wish
her well with her studies, and
believe she will inspire the
next generation of children’s
education.

The awards also recognise
they Schools Link students
- senior phase students un-
dertaking a college course as
part of their school timetable.
The overall award is contest-
ed by all local Schools Links
student winners in each of
the college’s 10 learning cen-
tres throughout Argyll, and
this year Oban student Alice
Jackson has been named as
the overall winner.

Having recently under-
taken the Legal Studies
Schools Link course with

Argyll College UHI, sixth-
year student Alice has been
praised for her willingness
to consistently contribute to
discussions in class. Her par-
ticipation has had a positive
impact on her fellow class-
mates, encouraging them
to actively engage with the
lessons, resulting in a more
valuable learning experience
for all. Asked to sum up
Alice in three words, course
lecturer Naveed Kayani says

~, Tunner-up in the Further

.+ Education category in Argyll
!'yi College UHI’s Student of the
»7 ¢ Year Awards.

BT e O T el
A )

i

s
N

Runner Up
Further Education
gtudent of the Year

2021

MaXiTlB Cotton

LBy
Martin JoneE e Colkgs W

Come home to a quality build,
brought to you by Scotland’s Building
Contractor of the Year.

* New houses & ¢ Conservatories &

Maxine recently completed UHIright up to post graduate  she’s ‘conscientious, keen and timber Kits Yool ng
the NC Early Education level to enable her to become  helpful’ B i i . Building ctone &
¢ Electrical & aggregates
Fu rther fo Otpath Works revea I Ed plumbing services ¢ Scaffolding
* Windows & doors

MACLEOD

2. The next biggest proposed allocation is
£29,000 for removal of block paving at Combie
Street in Oban, while £20,000 allocations are
also planned for Oban High Street, Lochnell
Road in North Connel, and Bunessan, on Mull.
Albany Street in Oban is proposed to receive
a £19,000 share of the pot, with other planned
allocations varying from £5,000 to £11,000.
Meanwhile, the same report also reveals that
the council is starting to see some disruption
to material supplies for its roads capital recon-
struction programme, including cement and
bitumen, which have also doubled in cost.

A £201,000 programme of footway repairs is
earmarked for Oban, Lorn and the Isles, a report
has revealed.

Argyll and Bute Council invested £0.5million
in enhancing footpaths across the region as
part of its budget in February 2021, to add to
a further £0.4million for green transport and
travel. Taynuilt Village Main Street earmarked
for £31,000 of the £0.9million cash pot.

Councillors will be asked to endorse the
programme of works at a virtual meeting of the
council’s environment, development and infra-
structure committee today, Thursday September

(CIN|
EXCELLENCE {
. i
WINNER | o

CONSTRUCTION LIMITED
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www.macleodconstruction.co.uk
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Off-duty couple

g0 to the resue

by Kathie Griffiths

kgriffiths@obantimes.co.uk

Off-duty RNLI couple Leonie
and Andrew Meade were all
hands on deck when they
spotted a yacht in need of help.

The drifiting yacht on
Saturday evening had run
into engine difficulty between
Maiden Island and the
Dunollie shore.

A call had gone out to Oban’s
RNLI station but when the
crew arrived, Leonie and
Andrew were already onboard
the yacht that was carrying
four people.

The couple were returning
home from a sail onboard
their own boat ‘Snowgoose’,
when they spotted the yacht
and saw one of its occupants
in a dinghy trying to tow it to
safety.

Andrew, who is also a deputy
mechanic for Oban’s lifeboat,

said: “The yacht was very close
to running aground on sub-
merged rocks and the Isle of
Mull ferry was fast approach-
ing the bay. We dropped our
own sails and went over to

offer assistance.

The couple towed the yacht
to the safety of Oban bay,
where they were met by fellow
crew members onboard Oban
lifeboat who took over the

RNLI crew members Leonie
and Andrew Meade were
off-duty when they spotted
a drifting yacht needing
their help.

tow and safely berthed the
yacht alongside the North Pier
pontoons with the assistance
of Oban’s Coastguard Rescue
Team.

Andrew added: “We just hap-
pened to be in the right place at
the right time and were happy
to be able to help. Luckily the
weather was favourable but
any stronger winds could
have made this a very different
situation.’

VISITUS

www.obantimes.co.uk

First cruise ship for 18 months

Around Oban

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Exciting news this week!
Oban is getting ready to wel-
come its first cruise ship in
18 months when Silver Spirit
visits the town.

Joe and I both really enjoy
welcoming visitors arriving
by ship. Everyone is always so
delighted to be here and the
fact they arrive in the centre
of the town is a massive
bonus.

Silver Spirit is a luxury
cruise ship carrying up to
608 passengers with more
than 400 crew which means
we may have a lot of people
visiting the town that day.
Everyone has have been
Covid tested and double
jabbed before they boarded
the ship. This means with
the measures the ship has
in place for people coming
ashore and everything our
businesses are doing to keep
us safe, the thought of all
those extra people is not too
daunting.

I'm really looking forward
to having them in Oban, tak-

WHERE IS THIS?

ing advantage of everything
the town has to offer. It’s been
a hard time for businesses
and I'm sure they’ll appre-
ciate the swell in customer
numbers.

Apart from the business the
ship will bring, it will also be
lovely to see her either in the
bay or just outside. It always
creates a stir when a beautiful
ship visits us and adds a
certain ‘je ne sais quoi’ to the
view.

Silver Spirit is not the only
ship which will be visiting us
this month but more on that
later.

Last week’s photograph was
of the beautiful bike outside
Roxy’s Coffee and Tea House.
This week’s image was taken
a short walk away from
Roxy’s.

Cairngorm
A Group

tougher.warmer.smarter

Looking for /.
a change
of scene?

Bring paradise home
this summer with a high
quality kitchen from
the Cairngorm Group

Visit our website for kitchen inspiration today

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk
Inverness | Elgin | Thurso ¥

Credit is subject to application and status. Terms and conditions apply.

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. [Cairngorm Conservatories/Kitchens/Window:
Inverness Glass Company Limited, Longman Drive, Inverness, IV1 1SU (FRN 916751) who act a credit broker o

Hitachi Capital (UK) PLC

Listen up! Argyll Talking
Newspapers is back in action

Argyll Talking Newspapers
volunteers are back recording
again after a hiatus of 15 months
due to the Covid-19 pandemic,
writes Fiona Scott.

Chairman Robin Finlay re-
corded a welcome back message
to listeners as part of the first
recordings sent out. Precautions
have been put in place to ensure
peace of mind for listeners and
volunteers.

T am very happy to welcome
back our listeners and our
volunteers, some of whom have
been working behind the scenes
making arrangements for a
return to providing the audio
service, he said.

‘It’s been a long 15 months
and we’re raring to go. Most of
all we would love to hear from
new listeners.

Registering ~ with  Argyll
Talking Newspapers is easy.
Provide your name and address
and which local newspapers
you would like to listen to. A
USB stick - a portable memory
device - will be posted to you
each week in a special wallet
and, after you have listened to
your local news, simply post the
wallet and USB stick back to the
group.

If you need an audio box to
play the USB stick, one will be

Argyll Talking Newspapers volunteer Fiona Wallace scruti-
nises the Oban Times.

provided. The service is free and
you don’t have to be living in
Argyll and Bute to register for
the service.

Argyll and Bute newspa-
pers recorded are The Oban
Times, Argyllshire Advertiser,
Campbeltown Courier, Dunoon

Observer, Isle of Bute News and
Islay newspaper, the Ileach.
Contact  Argyll  Talking
Newspapers by  phoning
07710 242915 or email ar-
gyllpapers@yahoo.com or
message www.facebook.com/
argylltalkingpapers
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Kilbride Kirk welcome rings
out for the return of its bell

Friends and visitors of Kilbride
Kirk turned out to see a replica
made of the bronze bell that
once rang out across Lerags
Glen near Oban, writes Kathie
Griffiths.

On Saturday a specialist
team travelled from Wales to
create an outdoor forge at the
historic site and make a copy
of the Kkirk’s 18th-century
bell currently on loan from
Dunollie’s MacDougall Clan.

Before a crowd of about 50
onlookers, the original bell
from which the cast was taken
was piped down the old drove
road from Cologin to the Kirk
site to receive a ceremonial
welcome.

Donations to Friends of
Kilbride were collected and
there was the chance to tour
the ruined Kirk, churchyard
and MacDougall Memorial
Burial Aisle to see renovation
work so far carried out by
stonemason Michael Hogg,

with the supervision of ar-
chitect Shauna Cameron and
archaeologist Clare Ellis.

Friends of Kilbride trustee
Seymour Adams said the
charity was grateful to Clan
MacDougall for their loan
of the bell, and to Tesco
and Historic Environment
Scotland for their financial
support which made this

unique event possible. The
people of Lerags Glen and visi-
tors from further afield turned
out in strength for the recast-
ing. We are delighted with how
it went, said Mr Adams.

The Church of Kilbride has
played an important part of
the area’s history since at least
the 13th century linked to
many stories and traditions.

Staff say the award is testament to the person-

A Benderloch care home has
been named as one of the top 20
facilities off its kind in Scotland,
writes Fiona Scott.

Etive Care Home received
the award from review website
carehome.couk  based on
independent reviews that it has
received over the course of the
year.

Staff say it is testament to the
person-centred care that the
home prides itself on providing
to all its residents and their
relatives over what has been a
really challenging year for the
sector.

Georgie Taylor, home man-
ager said: T am over the moon
for my team to have received
this award and it is great rec-

centred care that the home prides itself on provid-
ing, despite the challenging year.

Award for Benderloch care

ognition for all of the support,
dedication and personalised
care they provide to each and
everyone of our residents on a
daily basis.

‘Despite it having been a chal-
lenging year, the team continue
to go over and above to ensure
that they offer a fun, caring and
homely setting for our residents
and their families.

Carehomes.co.uk annual Care
Home Awards 2021 recognises
20 of the top-rated Care Homes
in each region of the UK and the
Top 20 Care Home Groups in
the UK, based on reviews from
residents/service users and their
family/friends.

“The awards are based on the
individual and group review

score, as of June 30, 202I.
Georgie added: ‘It is such a
privilege for us to be looking
after someone’s loved one and
receiving this award is so special
in that our residents and their
friends and families have taken
the time to score and provide
feedback on the care we provide.

“This award recognises every
member of my team - the carers,
catering team, housekeeping,
maintenance and admin - all
of whom make such a valuable
contribution to the care we
pride ourselves on offering.

‘Working in this sector is so
rewarding and this recognition
is fantastic for the home and the
local community that we work
so closely with.

The ancient craft of recast-
ing an 18th century bronze
bell was carried out in front
of an audience at historic
Kilbride.

The cemetery contains enclo-
sures where clan Chiefs have
been buried since before the
18th century.

Dunollie has had possession
of the old kirk bell since the
chapel was disestablished in
1860. The Clan’s Chief kindly
loaned the bell to the Friends
of Kilbride and it is in the cus-
tody of Myra and Liam Griffin.

According to reports, the bell
appeared to have been cast in
Glasgow in 1786 and was be-
ing transported to Maryland
when the ship carrying it
was wrecked in the Sound of
Kerrera. The bell was rescued
and eventually given to the
church at Kilbride where it
was first hung on a tree near
the chapel, then moved to the

chapel itself. The Friends of
Kilbride hope the replica bell
will eventually go on show at
the site as a symbol of work
being carried out to renovate
and preserve the chapel,
session house, and memorial
burial aisle.

Saturday’s  pour needed
three people to lift and sup-
port the crucible full of molten
bronze. They were metalsmith
Rossy Adams, daughter of
trustee Mr Adams, artist Irene
Gunston whose Welsh studio
made the mold and other
artist Bryn Richards who also
worked on the project and is a
foundry technician.

A video of the molding pro-
cess and pour was made on the
day to go up on social media
for more people to see.

The bell is now back on its
way to Wales where it will
be finished off and polished
before returning to Kilbride.

Mr Adams said: ‘When it

comes back we will be working
out how and where to put it
on display somewhere in the
churchyard for people to see’

The historic site is enjoying a
steady stream of visitors after
opening up after Covid.

‘We are getting a steady
stream of visitors and everyone
is happy to see the restoration
work we have carried out so far
at the site. We are mobilising
now to raise more funds for
the final stage of the restora-
tion work on the site. We hope
that will happen this year, Mr
Adams added.

On Saturday September 4 at
7pm, pianist Clare Hammond
will be performing at Kilbride
as part of Oban Music
Society’s Summer programme
of concerts.

Go to www.obanmusic
society.com/concerts to find
out more.

I For more photographs, visit
www.obantimes.co.uk

Oban Business Improvement District
www.bid4oban.co.uk
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galen Show Champion of Champions

Two years of hard work and
commitment paid off for
Keira Munro when her horse
Killernan ‘Juno’ won Cham-
pion of Champions at the
recent Salen Show on Mull.

The 15-year-old works
tirelessly with Juno, and on
show day was up at 5am to
get ready as great effort is
needed to prepare Juno,
being a coloured horse with a
lot of white which need to be
sparkling clean for the judges.
Threading her mane in plaits
takes over an hour.

But it was all to prove
worthwhile as Keira and Juno
won her ridden class, ridden
champion and in-hand class.
In the champion of champi-
ons ring, Keira and Juno were
up against the show’s best
cow, sheep, dog and chicken.

After deliberation, the
judges awarded Keira and
Juno the top prize.

Keira's delighted mum Eilidh
said: ‘Keira has worked so
hard with her horse Killernan
‘Juno’ over the last two years
since we bought her. It takes
a lot of commitment and time
to produce a horse looking its
best. The effort she's putin
with her horse makes me so

proud to be her mother.’ horse Juno.

Salen Show Champion of Champions: Keira Munro and her
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The beautiful south...

Celebrating the Borders and Dumfries & Galloway...
250 years of Sir Walter Scott... An Earlston garden...
Delving into rockpools... Driving the SW(300...
Liliclh Barbour... Nick Nairn’s new restaurant...
Scotland’s best street food recipes...

Oban Sea Kayal

The Oban Sea Kayak Race re-
started its annual race around
the island of Kerrera on
Sunday with 47 entries, writes
Gus Brydon, race organiser.

The organisers had had to
cancel the 2020 event due to
the Covid virus restrictions.

Due to the demolition of
Kilbowie Outdoor Centre
earlier this year, it was decided
to relocate the start and finish
line at the Oban Sailing Club,
using the facilities of the
clubhouse, which had been
generously donated for the day
by Oban Sailing Club, with
the adjoining Gallanach park
being used for registration,
post-race presentations and
barbecue.

With the forecast of fine
weather again in Oban, there
was an excited anticipation
amongst all of the entrants
and organisers after the long
lockdown.

Competitors had travelled
from England and south Wales
as well as from Inverness and
the Borders to take part in this
popular event in the UK sea
kayaking calender.

With light winds forecast
and neap tides, the organisers
were hoping for good finishing
times, but didn’t expect that
the record time, set by Mark
Ressel of Devon back in 2016
of 1:36:16, was about to be
smashed - twice.

A triple Surf Ski, paddled by
Lizzy Polgreen, Lizelle Kemp
and Lena Kraus from East
Lothian, finished first in a
course record time of 1:34:22,
with second place Duncan
Capps from Surrey racing a
single Surf Ski just behind the
Ladies, in another record time

Louise Brown and Trevor
Laffin, senior double ski
winners, Thr 52m 35s;
and Philip De long, —
winner male tour
class, 2hr 2m 54s.

Photographs: Stephen Lawson.

of 1:35:28. The Ladies
Championship Cup was
presented to Lizzy, Lizelle
and Lena, together with a
bottle of Isle of Colonsay Gin
very kindly donated by Oban
Whisky and Fine Wines.

The Men’s Championship
Cup was presented to Duncan
Capps with a bottle of Oban
Whisky.

The organisers of this event
would like to thank everyone
who took part in the race and
who gave up their Sunday,
helping to make this event the
success it has become.

Particular thanks goes to the
support boats, without whom

to Oban with n

this

event
never take
place. Also thanks goes to
Jackson’s the Butchers, who
every year supplies its burgers
free of charge for the after-race
barbecue.

The Oban Sea Kayak Race is
a non-profit organised event,
with all money and race
fees taken on the day being
donated to The Oban Lifeboat.
Sunday’s event managed to
collect £1,500 for the Oban
Lifeboat.

could

Men'’s team champions Andy Trafford, Mark Peters, and Adam Richards, 2hr 31m 33s.
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k Covid-safe enforcement action taken
Race retums against Argyll and Bute businesses
€W Start venue s i s e

as part of Covid-19 measures, closed. 456 businesses and there were
a report has revealed, writes “This approach has achieved 23 instances where formal
Kathie Griffiths. high levels of compliance, enforcement or prohibition

The authority has investigat-  protecting public health in  notices were required to cease
ed nearly 900 complaints from  controlling any potential  business activities.
the public about businesses spread of Covid infection. This The spokesperson added:
since the start of the pandemic ~ work continues to promote ‘The Covid pandemic and the

in March 2020. public health control meas-
But there has also been high  ‘This approach has ures, including lockdown,
levels of compliance across the . . significantly impacted on all
area in controlling the spread achieved hlgh levels of aspects of everyday life.
of Coyi’d—19, n.lembers of the compliance“ ! ‘New statutory powers were
council’s environment, de- placed on local authorities and
velopment and infrastructure Police Scotland to regulate
committee will hear today, and secure compliance, and the public health restrictions
Thursday September 2. re-emphasising the FACTS across businesses, domestic
The information is in a doc-  messages. dwellings, and public areas.
ument for a virtual meeting “This work has been de- ‘In response, the council

of the committee, but there manding and challenging developed a memorandum
is no information included in and over this period, and of understanding with Police
the details to identify any of environmental health and Scotland to coordinate en-
the businesses in question, or  trading standards officers have  forcement activity and agree
where in Argyll and Bute they been in direct contact with priorities, an enforcement
are located. 2,780 businesses to assess their ~ strategy - engage, educate,

A spokesperson for the Covid measures.’ encourage and enforce — and
council said: ‘Over the period Officers have investigated authorised  officers  from
from March 2020, the council 896 complaints from the pub-  regulatory services, including
has aimed to support business  lic about businesses, provided environmental health, and
to ensure that they have ap- advice via website, through trading standards officers to
propriate guidance and advise  businesses groups, Business carry out this work.

ANCY A NEW LOOK?

Les Kirkpatrick, men’s senior winner Thr 50m 45s; and Annette Boerlage, winner female tour
class, 2hr 14m 22s.

Duncan Capps winner, men'’s senior ski, Thr 35m 28s; and lain Diak, men’s senior winner tour
class, Thr 55m 10s.

Tina
Misselbrook,
first female
senior ski

Sl <10WR0O CiTY
WPl THE BATHROOM EXPERTS PLUNMBING

{ male, ski

category thr | I ERHENIEET I ET MOLET]

37m 50s.
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Ossian crowned winners at school games

Elise Hamilton’s apron wasn’t going stop this home econom-
ics teacher from tossing the caber. il photographs: Kevin McGlynn

Pupils and staff of Oban High School en-
joyed a fantastic, sunny day at Mossfield
for their annual Highland Games last
Friday.

Not only did pupils compete in a variety
of athletics events, but they enjoyed a
range of fun activities such as dancing
at the silent disco, battling it out on the
inflatables and some even donned their
aprons in an attempt to be crowned Oban
High School’s Bake Off winner.

Pupils competed in the long jump, shot
put, and 100m, 200m, 600m, 1,200m and
relay races in order to score points for
their clans.

Some even took part in the extremely

Rachel Carré, Somerled, gives it her
best shot.

competitive ‘heavies’ section, attempting
the hammer throw and caber toss.

In the end, it was S6 pupil Hugo
Hoevelmann who claimed the heavies
trophy, which is sponsored by the
Argyllshire Gathering, which kindly
leaves the games field set up from the
previous day’s Oban Highland Games.

Ossian

All four clans fought it out in these
events, but it was Ossian who won first
place with 810 points scored throughout
the course of the day.

Alongside being the Highland Games
winners, Ossian also took home other
trophies with Cameron McAllister (S2),

Heavies champions Charlie Johnston - the first
woman to take part in the heavy event - and
Hugo Hoevelmann, S6.

Anna MacFarlane-Barrow (S2) and
Zander Craik (S4) being the champions
for their year groups.

Despite  not  winning  overall,
Somerled’s Rachel Carre (S4) and Kyle
Cooper (S5), Diarmid’s Esme Tosh (S1),
Jacques Coates (S3) and Iain MacCallum
(S6), and Fingal’s Marco MacGregor
(S1), Rachael Steward (S3), Mairi Inglis
(S5) and Ellie MacInnes (S5) were also
awarded trophies for winning overall for
their year.

In the afternoon, the day came to an
end after all year groups competed in
clan relays — with some staff even taking
part in the teacher relay.

Jordan Macintyre throwing to
gain points for Fingal.

&

Opgp 24 hours

¢ Hungry?
Hot filled
rolls served
- 6.30am
to 11am

& HALFWAY FILLING STATION

Dunbeg, Oban PA37 1PX Tel: 01631 562784 Open 24 hours

from

24/7 launderette
SELF SERVICE
WASH & DRY
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Princess Royal receives the

warmest possible welcome

As the morning of the 2021
Argyllshire Gathering
dawned, all over Oban gazes
turned to the skies. The past
few days had been particularly
wet, grey and dreary, and on
Thursday, of all days, the sun
needed to make an appearance.

For it was a very special day;
the Argyllshire Gathering was
returning to Oban and Her
Royal Highness The Princess
Royal was coming to the town
- and Oban wanted to ensure
she received a warm Highland
welcome.

And that is exactly what she
received. The sun shone as
locals and visitors turned out
for the 150th anniversary of
the Argyllshire Gathering.

Aswell as visiting the Games,
Princess Anne spent time at
Oban High School and met
with local voluntary groups at
Atlantis Leisure.

The first stop for The Princess
Royal was Mossfield Park
for the Gathering’s morning
activities. Escorted by the
Lord-Lieutenant of Argyll and
Bute, Mrs Jane MacLeod, the
Princess was introduced to a
number of Gathering members
and supporters, including Mrs
Dee Bradbury OBE, the first
female President of Scottish
Rugby Union. Mrs Bradbury
has played a key part in devel-
oping youth rugby in the area,
with girls’ and boys’ matches
featuring on the Gathering
programme. The captains of
the winning youth teams were
surprised and delighted to be
presented with their trophies
by Her Royal Highness.

Alongside the traditional
cultural elements of piping
and  Highland  dancing,
celebrating Argyll’s heritage
is a significant part of the
Gathering each year. The
annual Heritage Exhibition is
always well attended and Her
Royal Highness heard from
a number of local organi-
sations, including Dunollie
Castle Museum, The Scottish
Association for Marine
Science, Kilmartin Museum
and many others.

The Princess also presented
medals to piper Stuart Liddell
of Inveraray, who won the
150th Argyllshire Gathering
invitational solo piping com-
petition, and to Pipe Major
lain Lowther, the composer
of Dr Whittow’s Salute to the
150th Argyllshire Gatheringin
memory of the spouse of one of
the Gathering Stewards, Helen
Malcolm, and which was the

HRH the Princess Royal with her husb

Head girl Hannah Crowe and head boy Angus Files showed
the Princess around Oban High School campus.

winning composition in the
Bagpipe Tune Competition.

After opportunities to meet
with the Gathering’s Senior
Stewards and enjoy some of
the traditional athletics, danc-
ing and musical performances,
Her Royal Highness travelled
to Oban High School where
she was met by head teacher
Peter Bain, head boy Angus
Files and head girl Hannah
Crowe.

After outlining the school’s
history, Angus and Hannah
accompanied the Princess
to the art gallery for a show
of pupils’ works, with mu-
sicians from the School of
Traditional Music playing in
the background.

The party then toured a
range of other departments
including the hairdressing/
beauty suite, horticulture
and poly tunnels, school
garage and dance marquee.
Particular highlights were
hearing from staff and pupils

about Oban High School’s
work with Riding for the
Disabled, receiving a lesson
on playing the chanter from
world champion piping tutor
Angus McColl, and receiving
the first jar of honey from the
school beehives.

Beforeleaving the school, Her
Royal Highness was presented
with gifts, including specially
engraved crystal glasses, by
Hannah and Angus on behalf
of the school community.

The Princess told them she
had thoroughly enjoyed her
visit to the school and wished
them every success for the year
ahead.

Speaking after Her Royal
Highness had departed, head
girl Hannah said: ‘Tt was an
amazing opportunity to meet
her today. She asked us lots
of questions and really helped
us to stay relaxed. It’s been a
really exciting day.’

Head boy Angus added: ‘It
was a real privilege to be able

and Sir Timothy Laurence is met at Oban High School
by head boy Angus Files, head teacher Peter Bain and senior depute Kevin Champion.

Top right, Princess Anne
with Neil Matheson Deputy
Lord Lieutenant, Nick
Wesley manger at Atlantis
and Roger Elliot, Atlantis
board member; centre right,
the royal couple meet Neil
Matheson, Argyll and Bute
Provost David Kinniburg,
Deputy Provost Roddy
McCuish, Councillor Elaine
Robertson, Argyll and Bute
Council chief executive
Pippa Milne, and executive
director Douglas Hendry;
below right, Willie Gemmill
and Roy Clunie from Healthy
Options chat to the Princess.
Photographs: Kevin McGlynn

MOREPHOT0S

www.obantimes.co.uk

to show the Princess around
today. We have only been in
our roles for two weeks, so it
feels quite surreal! We really
hope that she enjoyed her visit
as much as we did.

The next stop was Atlantis
Leisure where a number of
local voluntary groups were
taking part in a community
showcase.

Organisations in attendance
included the Dove Centre,
North Argyll Carers Centre,

Hope Kitchen, Adventure
Oban, and Lorn Healthy
Options. The Princess spent

time talking to organisers and
volunteers with each of the
groups present, hearing about
the work they do to support
people who are dealing with a
wide range of issues, including
mental health, recovery from
addiction, young carers, mo-
bility issues to improve overall
wellbeing and live healthy,
empowered lives.

Those Her Royal Highness

spoke to paid tribute to her
warmth and good sense of
humour. One volunteer said:
‘She showed such an interest in
us and what we do, she was so
friendly’

Another added: ‘We were so
grateful and amazed at how
much time she spent with each
of us, chatting and asking us
lots of questions. We really
enjoyed meeting her!”

The session at Atlantis
Leisure brought The Princess
Royal’s visit to Oban to a close.

After her departure, the
Lord-Lieutenant of Argyll
and Bute, Mrs Jane MacLeod,
said: ‘Everyone involved with
the visit has remarked on the
genuine warmth shown by Her
Royal Highness during her
time in Oban.

‘Her presence at the 150th

Argyllshire Gathering, espe-
cially after the event could not
take place last year, has been
a real boost and made the day
even more special.

‘The school community are
absolutely elated at her positive
comments and interest in the
pupils, their learning and their
work.

‘And our local voluntary
groups, who work so hard to
support people in the commu-
nity, are encouraged greatly by
her taking the time to find out
more about what they do, and
by her kind words.

‘We are always very happy
to give the warmest possible
welcome to The Princess Royal
when she visits Argyll and
Bute, and we hope that she will
be able to visit us again very
soon.
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A right royal occasion at the

Commentator Craig Dunbar kept everyone well informed

throughout the day. dance section.

Left:
Warming
up for the
Clachd.

Greg Kelly, number 86, from East Kilbride took the 100m handicap title.

The Princess Royal showed great interest in the Highland

Left: The Duke of Argyll
chats to Princess Anne
with her husband Timothy
Laurence in attendance.

Daniel Armstrong gets to
grips with the tug o’ war.

Above: Oban Sea Cadets
James Bradfield, Ryan
Tinnay, Rhys Neil and PO
Tom Kennedy were on duty
at the Gathering.

by Fiona Scott

fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Glorious sunshine provided
the perfect backdrop for the
150th anniversary of the
Argyllshire Gathering and
Oban Games with visitors
from near, far and the palace
in attendance.

Having been forced to cancel
the event for the past two years
due to Covid-19, organisers
were determined, restrictions
allowing, that this year the
‘show would go on’, despite
only having two months to
bring it all together.

And a fine job they did too.

From the piping competitions
on Wednesday, Thursday’s

grand March and all the action
at Mossfield, competitors and
spectators entered into the
spirit of the occasion with
records broken, special com-
memorative medals won and
much fun had by everyone in

attendance. Games Steward
Paul Nicoll told The Oban
Times: ‘As the Argyllshire
Gathering Trust is a charity
which supports and funds the
tutoring of piping to ensure
the future of piping in the area,
it was a difficult decision as to
whether we should press ahead
with the 150th anniversary
Games this year.

‘However,  the  Scottish
Government’s Events Recovery
fund underwrote some of the
additional costs which gave
the stewards the confidence to
go forward.

T and the other stewards
would like to particularly
thank the committee who
worked so hard to put the
games on at such short notice
and staff and pupils of Oban
High School for their help and
participation.’

Among those in attendance
at the games was Her Royal
Highness the Princess Royal,

Inveraray’s Stuart Liddell won the Invitational Medley
and the Piobaireachd coming overall winner in the piping
competition on Wednesday. rhotograph: kevin McGlynn.
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hammer arena.

who took time to talk to many
of the organisers, participants
and competitors as well as visit
the Heritage Tent and many of
the stalls around the ground.

“The games this year were a
resounding success, helped by
not only superb weather, but
the presence of the Princess
Royal, who was genuinely
interested in the five tenets,
of the games and spent a long
time with each of the commit-
tee members who were pivotal
in the organisation,” added Mr
Nicoll.

As always, competition took
centre stage over the two days
with the lack of international
categories only serving to
make the 150th anniversary
event truly ‘local’.

With Covid stopping pipers
from overseas, the usual Gold
Medal competition was re-
placedbyan ArgyllInvitational
competition which was won by
Stuart Liddell, pipe major of
Inveraray and District World
Champion pipe band.

This year saw the playing for
the first time of Dr Whittow’s
Salute to the 150th Argyllshire
Gathering on the march to
Mossfield with the Oban High
School Pipe Band excellent as

Lochearnhead heavy Stuart Anderson contemplates the

Andrew Gibson from Hawick
took the 1,600m title.

usual and a credit to the area.
Heavy and running events,
along with the highly popular
tug o’ war, dominated the ac-
tion at Mossfield, with Czech-
born Vlad (The Impaler)
Tulacek  breaking  Games
records in the light (161bs) and
heavy (22lb) Clachd (stone)
events. First time visitor to
the games Natasha Armstrong
brought her husband Michael
and children Daniel, 8, and
Mickayla, 6, from England to
join in the fun. She told The
Oban Times: ‘We have had
an absolute ball. The children
have absolutely loved it and we
even joined in the tug of war.
‘Oban is a truly wonderful
place; everyone smiles at you.

ire Gathri

Records were broken by
competitors in the Clachd

Above: Some of the 7-11-year-old Highland dancers.

Left: Some of the 16-and-under age group Highland
dancers.

MORE PHOTOGRAPHS AND VIDEO AT WWW.OBANTIMES.CO.UK

Oban High School duo Emma MacGregor and Manahil Riaz
set out their stall.
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Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Anniversary Gathering and
Games a huge success

After organisers were forced to cancel the
Argyllshire Gathering for the past two years
due to Covid-19, it was fantastic to again be
back reporting on the event and the fact it
was celebrating its 150th anniversary was
just the icing on the cake.

Glorious sunshine provided the perfect
backdrop for the Gathering and Oban
Games, with visitors from near and far
making the most of the day. And it was
particularly special to have Her Royal
Highness Princess Anne in attendance.

Our congratulations go to the organisers
who were determined, restrictions allowing,
that this year the ‘show would go on’, despite
only having two months to bring it all
together. You did a brilliant job.

Praise, too, for all the competition winners,
including Stuart Liddell, pipe major of
Inveraray and District World Champion
Pipe Band, who won the Argyll Invitational
competition.

It was fantastic to see the event return and
we look forward to other events making an
appearance in 2022.

CE=
with responsibility
publication on this page.
However we reserve

the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print
them. Names and postal addresses must be supplied,
including on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime
phone number is also required for verification.
Anonymous letters will not be printed. Please email:
editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: Letters page, The
Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.

The editor welcomes
letters of approximately
300 words in length for

The views expressed on our letters page are those
of the contributors and do not necessarily reflect
the views or policies of The Oban Times.

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure that all
our reports are fair and accurate and comply with
the Editors’ Code of Practice set by the Independent
Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We realise, how-
ever, that mistakes happen from time to time. If we
have published anything that is factually incorrect,
please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk; telephone on
01631 568000; or email editor@obantimes.co.uk

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous,
reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you are
unsatisfied with our response, you can contact IPSO
by email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. We will abide by the
decision of IPSO.

Mull ferry disgrace

The decision by CMAL not to proceed with
the purchase of the vessel currently nearing
completion identified by the Mull and Iona Ferry
committee (MIFC) is not only unfortunate but
disgraceful.

The so-called explanations given in the excel-
lent coverage by the Oban Times were both facile
and platitudinous and did not even have a ring
of truth. The contempt for the efforts of MIFC
and others was only exceeded by the extraordi-
nary claim that they knew best and suggesting
that their expertise exceeded that of Strathclyde
Naval Architecture Department, whose report
concluded that the vessel was eminently suitable,
could be made to comply with MCA regulations
with ease and for a modest sum, and was, indeed,
a far more safe vessel than any in the CMAL fleet.

The arrogance is breathtaking. This from an
organisation condemned by a parliamentary
report last year as lacking competence and, in-
deed, relevance; that has presided over the FMEL
contract fiasco; one that intends, apparently, to
continue with a policy of ever larger mono hull
ferries contrary to the requests of islanders, an
organisation which, though it almost chartered
Pentalina, ignores the success of Pentland Ferries
with Pentalina and, more recently, Alfred,
vessels, fully compliant with our regulations and
almost identical to that sourced by MIFC.

Ironically, as Roy Pedersen has pointed out,
CMAL does not suffer from underfunding, the
problem is what they do with our money. They
will intend to replace the Isle of Mull with an
even larger vessel at a cost of some four or five
times the cost of the MIFC-sourced vessel and
the lead time will be of the order of five years.

The methods used by CMAL, as reported in
the Oban Times, to make it impossible for the
purchase to go ahead indicate that there was
never a serious commitment to facilitate this pur-
chase. That Transport Scotland and the Scottish
Government continue to treat CMAL with any
credibility beggars belief given their track record
and it appears that they will continue to spend
our money with profligacy.

The parliamentary enquiry, which ran to 129
pages has, sadly, been a waste of time and effort
on the part of the 11 parliamentarians. What sort
of government, whose record on procurement
has been abysmal, is this where they commission
an enquiry and kick it into the long grass as Mr
Wheelhouse said he will do within days of the
release. There are no grounds for optimism.

J Patrick Maclean, Oban.

Beachd Ailein

ALLAN CAMPBELL

ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Gu cinnteach tha dreach an thoghair air tighinn
air an duthaich, agus ged a bhios sinn an do-
chas ri beagan aimsire mhath air a’ bhliadhna
thathast tha sinn gu nadarra dualach a bhith
a’ toiseachadh ri smaoineachadh romhainn
gu geamhradh. Ged nach eil e ’s docha cho
fior éiginneach ann am beatha a’ mhor-shl-
uaigh an-diugh, beagan ghinealaichean air
ais bha gleidheadh storas beathachaidh a
gheamhraidh, dha daoine agus ainmhidhean,
deatamach da-riribh agus na phriomh amas ro
dheireadh an fhoghair. ’S cinnteach gur e sin a
dh’thag seirbheisean taingealachd foghair cho
cudromach ann am beatha choimhearsnachdan
cuideachd, is daoine a’ toirt buidheachas airson
buannachd an cuid saothrach fheéin agus an
toradh a bh’ aca ma seach airson laithean dorcha
a’ gheamhraidh. Ged nach robh am facal deal-
bhachadh ga chleachdadh aca mar a th’ againn
air leithid seo an-diugh bha plana-beatha aig
daoine gun teagamh sam bith, planaabh’ air fas
a eolas agus cruadal bith-beo far an robh sluagh
ann am bochdainn bhorb leantainneach. Cha
robh aca ach mar a ghlacadh iad air muir a bha
bitheanta cunnartach, agus mar a bhuaineadh
iad air criomagan talmhainn corrach air tir.
Bha beatha laitheil na dleastanas dhorainneach,
ach bha tuigse ann gun déanadh lionmhorachd
lamh an obair na b’ thasa agus bha co-obrachadh
agus earbsa an cach a cheile mar chleachdadh
steidhichte.

Mar a bhiodh duil, ’s cinnteach, an-diugh
tha gluasadan an t-saoghail mhalairteach sa
bhitheantas air an dealbh bliadhnaichean ro-

laimh, le tuairmse air cosgaisean agus cuimse
air na buannachdan ionmhais as treasa a
ghabhas. Agus ged a tha e abhaisteach a bhith a’
faicinn beagan airgid dion ga chumail ma seach
air eagal ’s nach tachair ctiisean mar a bha duil
is dochas, feumar aideachadh gum bheil feall-
sanachd dealbhachaidh air a steidheachadh air
amasan soirbheachaidh, seach call. Saoilidh mi
gum bheil sin nas thiora buileach a thaobh ionn-
saighean cogaidh, far nach eil e coltach gun teid
armachd sam bith an sas le duil nach buannaich
iad. Chan eil sin ge-ta naleisgeul iomchaidh sam
bith dha mar a tha air tachairt aig port-adhair
Chabul is miltean de luchd-taice nan duthchan-
nan siar a bha an sas an Afganastan fad chorr air
fichead bliadhna gan treéigsinn ’s an iomairt ar-
maichte sin caillte. Ciamar as urrainn dhuinne
dorainn nan daoine sin a thuigsinn is iad fhein ‘s
an luchd-gaoil an cunnart am beatha fo amasan
borb dioghaltais an Taliban, agus ciamar as
urrainn dha ceannardan poilitigeach agus airm
nan duthchannan sin an co-dhunaidhean agus
ghniomhan a dhion? Bhiodh abairt aig mo
sheann neach-teagaisg Calum MacLeoid, ann
an Ard-sgoil Phort Righ, nach biodh seanailear
math a’ teicheadh bho bhlar uair sam bith, gur
ann a bhiodh e a’ tionndadh agus a’ caismeachd
air adhart!

Ach a’ cur eirmseachd an darna taobh, tha fhios
gum bheil coir aig teisteanas mhoralta a bhith na
bhunait air poilitigs agus obair-airm dhuthaich
shiobhalta sam bith, agus far nach eil sin &
tachairt nach saoil sibh gum bheil fein-speis
mhor-shluagh na duthcha sin air a shuarachadh!

Money could be better spent

After reading Martin Laing’s At Random in
last week’s edition I have to agree with him;
why spend £250,000 on a street that’s only a few
hundred yards long when other parts of Argyll
could do with a share of that money.

Take a look at Sandy Neil’s article Mull Fiddle
Week, the photographs of all of these fantastic
musicians playing in Tobermory Main Street
in front of the town clock - both the street and
the clock could do with a bit of a refurbishment,
also the clock is running about four hours fast
all summer.

John Mackay, by email.

MPAs need to be enforced

Following a report by the US-based, oceanic
conservation group Oceana, which criticised
government inaction on protecting Scotland’s
Marine Protected Areas, I have just read a report
from Greenpeace and was shocked to see that an
industrial fishing vessel was again spotted in a
marine protected area.

These areas are specifically designated to let
nature recover and thrive. How can this possibly
be legal?

We are supposed to be world leaders in this area
and our government needs to act.

Janet Fox, Kilbirnie.

Stoddarts

JUST ARRIVED !

New Logic Scrub Buster
in stock for immediate delivery
Cuts everything!! Bracken, Rushes etc

Rrp £5,500+vat

SAVE £340!

our price £4,950 +vat

DELIVERY AND FINANCE ARRANGED

Agents for Honda ATV'’s,Yamaha Outboards and Pioner Boats

TEL: 01631564176 Mob: 07799 692072 john.stoddarts@htconnect.com www.stoddartsofohan.co.uk
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NEW SERVICES

* Oil Heating
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Repairs

Landlord &
Safety certificates
Servicing
Installations
Commercial
Renewables

07590 440 877

traleebaygas@gmail.com

Tralee

Heating Serwces

All Heating Services
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domestic and leisure ﬂ%

www.traleeheatingservices.co.uk
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|ONA

Belated anniversary
celebration for Clacksons

Drs Stephen and Ute Clackson recently returned
to Iona Abbey to revisit the place where they
married 26 years ago, this time with three of
their children: Frideswide, 18, Dunstan, 20, and
Waulfric, 24.

Their elder daughter, Aelfleda, 25, who lives in
Germany, could not make it over owing to the
uncertainties of the current Covid restrictions.

‘We wanted to come last year to celebrate our
silver wedding anniversary on April 28 2020,
but the pandemic put paid to that, explained
Stephen.

Two months prior to their wedding on April 28
1995 Stephen worked at the Abbey as a volunteer
for the Iona Community, and then in the week of
the wedding the couple were both guests at the
MacLeod Centre.

‘We held the reception a couple of days later at
the Oban Sea Life Centre which, sadly, has now
closed, he added.

“The speaches being made over the ray pool and
I believe ours was the first wedding reception
they had ever hosted.

Stephen and Ute have for many years run
a technical translation business in Sanday,
Orkney, and Stephen is a councillor for Orkney
Islands Council’s North Isles ward.

Drs Stephen and Ute Clackson with three
of their children, Frideswide, Dunstan and
Waulfric. Photograph by Peter Clackson.

Busy Beavers receive their
Bronze awards

These three Beavers from 1st Argyll (Lorn)
Scout Group have worked tremendously hard
over the last two years, including a year via
Zoom due to Covid.

On Tuesday August 24 they received their
Chief Scout Bronze award badges and then
made their Promise as they moved on up to
Cub Scouts.

From left to right are Caiden Gatward,
Uisdean Craig and Jamie MacKellar.

Beaver Leaders Fiona Wilson and Katy
Pollock are extremely proud of their achieve-
ments and how hard they worked, and also
thank the parents for all they help that was
given in the background of the Zoom sessions.

BARCALDINE

Bookends gears up for
Barcaldine Bookshed launch

Bookends will be heading out to The Racer
Café near Barcaldine on Saturday, September
4, where visitors can peruse a superb stall of
pre-loved books as well as delving into the new
Bookshed.

With the Reading Room at the Victory Hall
in Benderloch still out of bounds due to Covid
restrictions, the Bookends Team has been
updatingits pop-up slots in as many places as it
can.

As well as the Book Busstop in Bonawe, The
Book Hutch at Barcaldine bus stop and the
Connel Book Phone Stop, it now has a wonder-
ful bookshed in Taynuilt stacked full of glorious
reading material for all ages, as well as the brand
new Bookshed at The Racer Café.

Bookends founder Joy Cameron said: ‘Our
good friends Wayne and Leanne Johnson, who
run the café, have held three wonderful market
days, the last of which was a mini Lorn Show
where as well as local crafters and producers
there were car booters, games, a candy floss
stall, burger barbecue and some incredible
animals on display.

‘Bookends would love to see you there on
Saturday September 4 and hope in the near
future to see you back at The Reading Room....
not long we hope.

From left to right are Caiden Gatward,
Uisdean Craig and Jamie MacKellar.

The market runs from 10am to 3pm and there
will be lots of stalls as well as food from the café.

‘T can recommend it all,’ says Joy, ‘especially
the cakes (the scones are so tasty).’

Anyone looking to book a crafters/producers
stall or space for a car boot should text Leanne
on 07818 192124. Six foot frontage is only £10
and some tables are available. The weather is
looking good too.

ISLAY

Wheels keep turning for Islay
primary school pupils

School transport services for children living
between Imeraval and Port Ellen Primary on
Islay have been reinstated following a review.

News that Argyll and Bute Council has
u-turned on the controversial decision to axe
school transport for some island-based pupils
has been welcomed by Highlands and Islands
MSP Donald Cameron.

The Scottish Conservative MSP wrote to the
council on behalf of several residents who were
deeply concerned at the initial decision.

Donald Cameron MSP said: T am delighted
that Argyll and Bute Council has listened to
parents’ concerns and has reinstated the bus
service ahead of the new term starting. This
route was never safe for young children to walk
to and from school, and I hope that this is the
end of the matter’

or

At random

MARTIN LAING

editor@obantimes.co.uk

Rubbish behaviour

Littering: I just don’t get it.

In this day and age, we are all acutely aware
of the impact of leaving rubbish behind,
particularly as much of it is not biodegradable
and will have lasting consequences, both on
our environment and wildlife. And there are
bins almost everywhere.

Yet concerns and complaints are growing
about precisely this problem, with play parks
and other public open spaces regularly being
left looking like landfill sites after late and
often noisy late-night gatherings.

As we reported last week, the police in Oban
and the council are becoming much more
proactive in addressing this problem, and I am
very glad to hear they are doing so.

Chief Inspector Marlene Baillie says patrols
are being increased, and that, too, is welcome,
However, I would like to urge people to report
these offenders when they see them causing
nuisance and litter.

Perhaps a few arrests would give the
offenders pause for thought and cause them to
rethink their behaviour. After all, it is hardly
worth having a criminal record because the
culprits are too lazy to put their detritus in a
bin.

Games on!

It was brilliant to see the 150th Argyllshire
Gathering taking place last week, and graced
by the presence of Princess Anne, the Princess
Royal.

I know that not all Oban residents are fans of
the gathering but I am and I have thoroughly
enjoyed attending them, though I was unable
to be there this year.

The gathering is one of the high points in the
calendar locally and draws excited visitors — as
well as competitors — from all over the world.
And to be blessed, as last week’s games were,
with bright sunshine simply iced the cake.

As usual, I'd like to take this opportunity to
thank the organisers because such an event
takes a huge amount of work to set up. Their
efforts are very much appreciated and I hope
to be able to be among the crowds next year.

What do you think?

Send your comments to editor@obantimes.
co.uk
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REMOVALS

ARGYLL

REMOVALS
& STORAGE

STORAGE

HOUSE CLEARANCE

Phone Duncan on 01852 200378 or 07919 122570
or email: info@argyllremovals.co.uk

Contact MACC Developments Ltd Office on 01586 551555 or
enquiries@maccdl.co.uk for further information
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MACC

A o Business Park
Workshops available to let

Sizes ranging from 62 Sqm to 1500 Sgm on secure business park site
Onsite offices, accommodation, internal and external storage space
Flexible lease terms available
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New colony of
rare orchids
found on Islay

Conservation officer Angharad Ward has
discovered a new colony of the rare and
beautiful Lady’s Tresses orchids at a secret
location on Islay.

Angharad is working for the Argyll Coast
and Countryside Trust (ACT), a partner of
The Collaborative Action for the Natura
Network (CANN) project and is carrying
out detailed surveys of the island's
biodiversity. These health checks make
sure habitats are in tip-top form.

The survey points are randomly selected
and as well as identifying the plants,
measurements of the depth of the peat
are made.

The Lady'’s Tresses discovered at one of
these random points are only the fifth site
found on the island and, with 14 plants, is
the largest colony surveyed.

Angharad was delighted by the find and
said: ‘The exact site will remain secret
to keep them safe. | was pretty chuffed
with the unexpected find, made even
better by how pretty they are,’ she said.
‘This beautiful small wild orchid has small
creamy-white flowers coiling in three
spirals up the stem. Each flower is in a
dense spike and the sepals and petals are
joined to form a lip of a tube.’

Milestone as planters rewild
Loch Craignish with seagrass

Community snorkellers and volunteers marked
a milestone in Scottish inshore marine habitat
restoration recently by harvesting and planting
seagrass in Loch Craignish.

More than 60 snorkellers and volunteers
from the Craignish peninsula, students from
the Scottish Association for Marine Science
(SAMS) and volunteers from across Scotland
took part in the project which aims to extend
an existing meadow by a quarter of a hectare at
Loch Craignish.

The Loch Craignish-based charity Seawilding
has partnered with Project Seagrass and SAMS
to deliver Scotland’s first community-led sea-
grass restoration project.

Seawilding and members of the Craignish
community are running it, while Project
Seagrass provides technical oversight and
SAMS, environmental monitoring and environ-
mental DNA sampling.

Seagrass - Zostera marina - is a vital inshore
marine habitat which sequesters carbon faster
than a rainforest and turns bare sand habitat
into a structurally complex, productive ecosys-
tem full of marine life.

It’s also a key nursery ground for commercial-
ly important fish species such as cod, pollack,
whiting and plaice, as well as herring and sea
bass.

Up to 92 per cent of seagrass meadows have
disappeared around the UK coastline.

At Loch Craignish, there are 10 small de-
graded meadows and the project, funded by
NatureScot’s Biodiversity Challenge Fund,
aims to enhance the existing meadows this
autumn, while trialling different restoration
methodologies.

If successful, the Seawilding team plan to roll
out the methodology to other coastal communi-
ty groups to help them restore seagrass in their
sea areas.

During the weekend of August 21 and August
22, community volunteers learned about the
incredible ‘eco-services” of seagrass, snorkelled
through the seagrass meadows, harvested the
seed by hand, processed it at Seawilding’s on-
site centre and planted 10,000 seeds in small
hessian bags which give the germinating plants
purchase on the seabed.

‘It’s been an exciting weekend and a real
eye-opener for so many to get in the water and

Volunteers were enthusiastic about the
seagrass project and helped in and out of
the water.

see for themselves the wonders of the seagrass
meadows,” said Danny Renton, Seawilding’s
chief executive officer.

‘Community-led initiatives like these are a re-
ally important first step in our efforts to restore

the health of the inshore marine environment
which has been hammered by over-fishing, scal-
lop dredging and bottom trawling and pollution
from aquaculture.

‘It’s empowering for community volunteers to
get into the water and make an active difference
to restore lost bio-diversity. It’s onwards and
upwards for us.

Seawilding is working with communities to
restore the keystone species, native oysters and
seagrass to Scottish inshore waters to restore
bio-diversity and sequester carbon.

The charity plans to restore one million native
oysters to Loch Craignish over the next five years
and has already introduced nearly 250,000.

Native oysters were once common in many
sea lochs but as a result of human predation and
pollution, they are now rare.

They filter and clean the water and form com-
plex 3D reefs which become fish spawning and
nursery grounds. By developing low-cost meth-
odologies to help restore the degraded inshore
marine environment, Seawilding hopes to roll-
out its projects to other coastal communities.

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Porches, Extensions, Roofline, Windows & Doors

TEL 01631720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

SHLAND THIS DEAL (5

Makita
9.0ah
Battery.

o WILL KEEP
YOU GOING!

LOW PRIGE

£79.00

Highland Fasteners Ltd, 23-25 Stevenson Street, Oban, Argyll

01631 570584 e-mail sales@highlandfasteners.com
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Historic Mull
deserted village for sale

Calgary, Canada’s third largest city, is home
to nearly 1,300,000 people, and the country’s
highest concentration of millionaires - around
1,800 overall.

Its downtown skyline, backdropped by the
prairies and Rocky Mountains, stocks 60 storey
skyscrapers, including Canada’s highest twin
towers, while below one of the continent’s bus-
iest rail systems carries 270,000 passengers per
week day.

In almost every way, Calgary, Alberta, could
not be further from the bare, isolated north-
western tip of Mull that gave it its name: Calgary
Bay.

Now a piece of that history - 382 acres of sheep
grazing land plus a village of 20 houses aban-
doned during the Highland Clearances - is up
for sale for £550,000.

The empty, barren property is a ‘spectacular
coastal block of grazing land steeped in history,
together with Calgary Pier and foreshore,
explains a sales brochure by estate agents Strutt
& Parker, with ‘sweeping views to the Treshnish
Isles, Coll and the Small Isles, as well as dra-
matic views back over Mull beyond the famous
beach at Calgary’.

Yours for £550,000 -

Agents describe
the £550,000
Calgary plot as
a‘spectacular
coastal block

of grazing land
steeped in history,
together with
Calgary Pier and
foreshore.’

land and

382 acres of sheep

grazing and 20 abandoned homes

The name comes from the Gaelic, Cala ghear-
raidh, meaning beach of the meadow (pasture).

It is a far cry from the skyscrapers of Calgary,
Alberta, for ‘the land is currently grazed by
sheep on a seasonal basis’ and ‘there is no
electricity or mains water supply to the land at
Calgary Bay’.

On the north side of Calgary Bay, where the
property is located, there is a footpath to the old
pier, C-listed by Historic Environment Scotland.

This small pier, constructed with stone from
Iona, was originally built to allow puffers to
deliver coal to the Mornish Estate and was
also used to transport sheep to and from the
Treshnish Isles for grazing.

Just behind the pier are the remains of the old
boathouse, set into what looks like a wall but is
actually a volcanic basalt dyke, as well as other
former structures further up the hillside.

‘Some of these former buildings/sites may have

potential or provide the basis for future develop-
ment subject to obtaining appropriate planning
consents, the agent says.

Just up the hill from the pier is the deserted
village of Inivea, where roofless stone ruins
remain as a relic of the Highland clearances.

‘At Inivea, more than 20 buildings of the town-
ship can be seen, several of them still standing
to wall head level.

“These include houses and barns, with enclo-
sures thought to be areas once used as kitchen
gardens.

‘Above the houses, a relatively flat area to the
north presents patterns suggesting ridge and
furrow cultivation and the supposed site of a
drying kiln.

‘A rocky knoll above sites the remains of a
medieval fort, though many of its stones were
taken to build the houses.’

“The existence of a farm or township at ‘Inue’ is

recorded on Pont’s late-16th-century map, adds
Mull Historical Society. ‘In 1817, the property
came into the hands of Captain Allan McAskill
of Mornish and local tradition says he evicted
the inhabitants of the township.

Many families affected by the clearances left
for Canada from the pier at Calgary Bay.

In a strange quirk of history, their descendants
may be walking the streets of Calgary city today.

However, Jo Currie’s book, Mull, The Island
and Its People, notes that most of the six fam-
ilies removed from Inivea were accommodated
within the parish: “The names peculiar to the
township of Inivea, Gillies, Mcllphadrag and
MacArthur did not immediately disappear from
the parish.

Further exploration along the coastal track,
beyond the property boundary, leads to another
abandoned community, the ruined sheilings
of Arin on the lower slopes of Bruach na
Sean-pheighinne.

The western most point of the Mornish
peninsula is known by the name Caillich point
(Rubha Chaillich). The rock formation once had
the appearance of a female head before the nose
part broke away.

On the east side of the bay is Calgary Castle,
which was built in 1817 by Captain Alan
MacAskill, who retired there.

He built the gothic, gentrified and castellated
front part on to the rear quarter, which was
an 18th century traditional Laird’s residence,
Calgary House, built in the 1780s.

Around 1870, the house was acquired by John
Munro Mackenzie, Chamberlain of the Lews
from 1848 until 1854.

As the chamberlain, or factor, to Sir James
Matheson, the then owner of the Isle of Lewis,
MacKenzie was the man in virtual control of the
everyday lives of its people.

He presided over one of the key periods of
emigration from Lewis when, between 1851 and
1855, 1,772 of the poorest sub-tenants, from a
population of nearly 20,000, were assisted with
their passage - not always willingly - to Canada.

In 1872 Mackenzie, retired in Calgary
Castle, was visited by a relation of his by
marriage, Colonel James Macleod of Drynoch,
Commissioner of the Canadian North-West
Mounted Police.

Colonel Macleod was so taken by Calgary
Castle that he suggested it as a name for a fort
along the Bow River, which had initially been
named Fort Brisebois after its then-commander.
Fort Calgary, in turn, gave its name to the city of
Calgary, Alberta.

In late 2018, the 10-bedroom, turreted Calgary
Castle with Gothic-style windows was sold
for a healthy margin above the asking price of
£695,000, with huge interest from across the
world - including from Calgary.

Perhaps there will be more links between The
Beach by the Meadow and The City by the Bow.

back together
this is your time

GROUPS ARE OPEN
NEW / RE-JOIN VERY WELCOME

Come and enjoy all Slimming World has
to offer in person again.

Gillian, Tel: 07796 040803 -

OBAN

Glencruitten
Church Hall

Wednesday - 9am,

(Sllm 7

WORLD

FORT WILLIAM
Salvation Army Hall,

Monday- 9.30am
Thursday- 5.30pm

touching hearts, changing lives

slimmingworld.co.uk F3E2©)
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BUSINESS NEWS

New route to a
heritage career

Young people are being offered a new
route to gaining employment and skills
in heritage, thanks to an Argyll and Bute
scheme funded by the ScottishPower
Foundation.

Heritage Horizons, run by the Culture,
Heritage and Arts Assembly, Argyll and
Isles (CHARTS) and Argyll and Bute
Heritage and Museums Forum, aims to
address the issue of an ageing workforce
in the heritage and museums sectors by
offering skill-building opportunities for
young people.

The project will work with heritage
venues in Argyll which are located in areas
of high unemployment and is currently
developing 14 accredited placements
for young people. Participants will
discover traditional building skills, learn
how to guide visitors, or ‘takeover’ the
social media accounts for a museum, all
with the aim of improving their future
employability.

Opportunities to learn job skills,
especially for young people, have been
worsened by the pandemic. The Heritage
Horizons project, which runs until May
2022, has three main strands of work:
providing work experience placements for
young people aged 18-30 who will study
for a Trinity College Arts Award; accredit-
ed workshops and events and school visits.

Seymour Adams, a member of the
CHARTS board, said: ‘Heritage Horizons
will provide attractive and exciting
opportunities for young people in rural
areas of high social deprivation to engage
with museums and other heritage venues.

‘Creative placements contributing
to educational, archive and visitor
services will enable young people to
achieve recognised accreditation, reduce
inequalities and address current challenges
presented by an ageing workforce, through
building employability and enabling
young people to participate in the wide
range of opportunities which the heritage
sector in the West Highlands offers in the
post-Covid world.

Graduation day for Argyll’s
new hospitality diploma

A new training scheme run by Argyll College
and a Loch Fyne spa resort schooling the next
generation of hospitality professionals has pro-
duced its first graduates.

Members of staff at Portavadie, Loch Fyne,
received their Continual Personal Development
Awards at Higher National Diploma level from
Argyll College’s principal Martin Jones.

The award is a culmination of a two-year
programme which included being immersed in
workshops delivered by exemplars of industry,
developed by Jackie Cannon of the WayAhead
People and Portavadie’s managing director Iain
Jurgensen.

The cohort completed a series of workshops
focussed on critical areas of the business includ-
ing financial management; sales and marketing;
talent and retention; emotional intelligence; and

developing networks and partnerships. They
then split into two teams to research and deliver
on business critical projects.

A delighted Iain Jurgensen said: ‘Today is
the culmination of a lot of effort from all those
involved.

‘It’s truly great to see the smiles and sense of
pride and achievement from all those involved
from all sides today but in particular the ‘grad-
uates’, our first cohort of what we hope will
become an integral part of achievement and op-
portunity for our partnership and collaboration
with education.

‘Continual career development and recogni-
tion across the industry is critical to attracting
and retaining new talent in tourism and
hospitality.

‘We have such an array of talent within our in-

dustry with diverse skills already on rewarding
career pathways; it’s great to see that recognised
by our academic partners.

Argyll College said it was ‘proud to have
worked hand-in-hand with the team at
Portavadie in developing this CPD award for the
hospitality sector.

‘Employer partnerships, and investment in
industry-led curriculum development in key
sectors such as tourism, is critical to our mission
to remain Argyll’s foremost higher education
provider.

‘We are grateful to the management of
Portavadie for their unwavering commitment to
the professional development of their staff.

“These young professionals, who are the first
cohort to have gained this leadership award,
should be rightfully proud of their achievement.’

7

Graduation day at Portavadie.
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Send us your business news by emailing
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

Homebase Oban has been punching above its
weight this summer - regularly coming out in
the top three of the company’s Scottish sales
charts - even beating the Edinburgh store to the
top spot on one occasion.

And the Lochavullin store puts the success
down to its green-fingered customers.

Store manager Stephen Mclaughlin told The
Oban Times: ‘Our gardening range has proved
particularly popular, which shows just how
keen our customers are on refreshing their
green outside spaces. We know how much our
customers love our garden offering, so we made
sure we had team members with expert knowl-
edge, inspirational displays and a great range of
products.’

While gardening seems to have been top of
peoples’ minds during, and as we come out of
the Covid-19 situation, it’s not just getting their
hands dirty that has appealed, they have also
been keen to make the most of their outside
spaces to enjoy time with friends and family.

‘We've seen a huge demand for our outdoor
living range - everything from outdoor sofas,
to chairs, tables, firepits and more as people
entertain and socialise with friends and family
again,’ confirmed Stephen. ‘Travel has been
challenging over the last year, so our customers
are really embracing the joy of staycations and
making the most of their own homes to enjoy
the beautiful scenery on their doorsteps.

‘While the community has been rallying

- Homebase Oban staff,

o left to right, Donald Hay,
Owen Walker, Kerry-Anne
Warne, Andy MacDonald

and Curtis Hewitt are the

pick of the crop.

Oban store tops
the charts in
sales and
community spirit

round its local store, the store been helping out
in the community.’

Stephen added: ‘Being involved in the commu-
nity is so important and I truly believe we can
make a positive impact on those around us in
Oban and across the country.

‘From our store, we’ve donated plants and
supported local primary schools with children’s
gardening tools for their Grow Your Own
Project which sees young people get more
involved with nature.

‘We also gave plants to Oban hospital to keep
their garden blooming. It is something we are

passionate about continuing and we’ll be look-
ing at ways in which we can get more involved
in the community in the months and years to
come.

In the two years that Stephen has been man-
ager, the Oban store has gone from strength to
strength. Thirteen new jobs have been created
taking the staff tally to 23.

‘Being based in a small town, we really get to
know our customers — some travel a long way
from islands including Mull, Barra and Tiree
- so it’s important we get it right for them,” he
concluded.

Navalue has
designs on ferry
replacement

Caledonian Maritime Assets Limited
(CMAL) has appointed ferry design consul-
tancy Navalue to lead the concept design of
its Small Vessel Replacement Programme
(SVRP), which will see several small vehicle
and passenger vessels replaced on the Clyde
and Hebrides Ferry Services network.

The seven small vessels potentially
to be replaced are MV Loch Striven
(Oban-Lismore), MV Loch Tarbert
(Tobermory-Kilchoan), MV Loch Fyne
(Mallaig-Armadale), MV Loch Ranza
(Tayinloan-Gigha), MV Loch Riddon
(Largs-Cumbrae), MV Loch Dunvegan
(Colintraive-Rhubodach) and relief vessel
MYV Loch Linnhe.

CMAL and Navalue will investigate and
evaluate the feasibility of designing low
emission ferries in line with the Scottish
Government climate change commitments.

Studies and design experience will be
drawn on to explore the latest offshore
charging technologies and identify onboard
electrical energy storage systems, capable of
being recharged from shore side electrical
power supplies.

Jim Anderson, Director of Vessels of
CMAL said: ‘CMAL led the way in low
emission small ferries when we designed
the world’s first hybrid sea-going ferries,
with three hybrid vessels currently in oper-
ation on the network. Our aim is to ensure
the next generation of small vessels is as
environmentally friendly as possible.

Thomas Ritte, partner at Navalue said:
‘We are pleased to bring our experience in
developing zero-emission transportation
solutions to the CMAL small vessel re-
placement programme and look forward to
working with CMAL.

A future phase two of the SVRP will
replace vessels to serve the Sound of Barra,
Sound of Harris and Sound of Iona routes;
however, during phase one CMAL will
investigate a vessel design that complies
with changed regulatory requirements for
the Sound of Tona.
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Weave your stories into a
quilt for Bute art show

Sheelagh Boyce, left, and Annabelle Harty.

Quilters on Bute are invited to
weave their stories into blankets
made from cherished old gar-
ments for an exhibition in the
island’s historic house Mount
Stuart, writes Sandy Neil.

The project, called Gather and
Arrange, is run by artists Sheelagh
Boyce and Annabelle Harty, who
create 'architectural quilts' under
the name Arrange Whatever
Pieces Come Your Way. A display
of their work begins on September
7 at Mount Stuart, followed by the
participatory project leading to a
second exhibition in 2022.

Next year's exhibition will
present the islanders' quilts
beside Boyce and Harty's works
of art, including a huge table-
cloth to cover Mount Stuart's
dining-room table made entirely
from waiters’ jackets and aprons
from London's Rochelle Canteen

and St John Restaurant, which
was established by Harty’s broth-
er, the chef Fergus Henderson.
‘Communities and  individ-
uals across Bute are invited to
make quilts from their old and
cherished garments,” explained
the artists’ publicist Amandine
Butticaz. ‘Participating makers
will gather used clothes, made
special by the person who wore
them, the occasion for which
they were worn. Sheelagh Boyce
and Annabelle Harty envisage
the history and nature of quilt
making as core to the sense of
community-led work and will
share their skills with community
members. Elements of memories,
people, places and experiences
will be encouraged into the quilts.
Each new quilt will be worked on,
in workshop format, across the
winter months, in Mount Stuart’s

An architectural
quilt by artists
Sheelagh Boyce and
Annabelle Harty.

conservatory, an area filled with
light and originally conceived to
look at the stars. Makers will be
encouraged to choose, as a start-
ing point, a place, a landscape, a
building - it could be the corner
shop, an architectural detail, the
telephone cables sitting within the
landscape. These quilts will then
be exhibited in 2022 at Mount

Stuart.

Mount Stuart is an extraordi-
nary Neo-Gothic mansion on the
Island of Bute, sitting between
Glasgow, Argyll and Ayrshire on
the Firth of Clyde. Since 2001,
this unorthodox building has
provided both the inspiration and
location for an acclaimed contem-
porary visual arts programme.

Replacmg teeth Changing Ilves

. FREE consultation

. Single implant and crown from
only £62 p/m

. Late evening appointments
available.

. Ample free parking

. 0% finance over 3 years

Unit 7, Bridgewater Shopping Centre,
Bridgewater Place, Erskine PA8 7AA
Tel -0141 8128420

Email: info@erskinedentalcare.com
www.erskinedentalcare.com
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I would like to begin this
week’s column by wishing a
slightly belated happy 80th
birthday to the one and only
Donald Macrae!

Donald, pictured right, is
a humble guy but there is no
doubt he is a legend of the
Gaelic music scene in Glasgow
and further afield. Brought up
on a croft in Habost, Lewis,
Donald moved to Glasgow in
1961 and became absolutely
central to the legacy of places
such as The Highlanders
Institute and The Park Bar.

Perhaps predictably, it was
in the Park Bar where I first
met and heard him and I am
always struck by how strong
his voice still is and how
similar it sounds to his records
recorded all those years ago.
His prominence on the special
album released in 2017 to cel-
ebrate 50 years of music in the
Park Bar was entirely justified
considering his unquantifiable
influence on the place over half
a century.

I was pleased to hear he was
doing fine over lockdown when
he kindly helped me source
lyrics for one of his songs I was
singing for a Take The Floor
broadcast.

If you're reading this Donald,
I look forward to catching up
for a dram, and perhaps a song,
next time we both happen to be
in the Park. Slainte!

Talking about live singing,
what a thrill it was to get out
on the road with Tide Lines last
week for a tour that has been
postponed three times since its
original date back in May 2020.

I know what people say about
Highland time keeping but
an album tour beginning 15

months after the album release
has to be a new record!

Our opening gig was in
Glasgow, at the famous King
Tut’s Wah Wah Hut on St
Vincent Street. This was not
originally intended as part of
the tour (it was a standalone gig
for people who had pre-ordered
the album), so it is actually our
first of two Glasgow gigs in
the coming weeks, the second
being Kelvingrove Bandstand
on October 8.

While an autumn evening in
Kelvingrove has the potential
to be chilly, King Tuts was
quite the opposite. It was one
of the hottest days of the year
and Covid regulations prohibit
an air-conditioner that recycles
air around the venue!

Despite the heat, it was a
joy to be back and to play
on such an iconic stage that
has been graced by names
such as Coldplay, the Killers,

and Radiohead. It was also
the venue where Oasis were
'discovered'. These bands ob-
viously all went on to become
legendary and, if they all stick
in, they might even make it to
Donald Macrae’s level one of]
these days!

What'sonin

Glasgow

Il September 3-5: The
Riverside Festival

ll September 9: Biffy Clyro at
Glasgow Green

il September 10-12: TRNSMT
Festival

ll September 18: 10 years of
Trail West in the Barrowlands
I October 7-8: Peat and Diesel
in the Barrowlands

ll October 8: Tide Lines at
Kelvingrove Bandstand

ll October 15: Skipinnish in
the Barrowlands

Oban hosts world premiere
of the Neanderthal Ballad

What's on at Oban Cinema

o
_——
9

|

MARVEL STU[]I[]S

HANG-CHI

MWMLEGEND OF THEXTEN RINGS

Friday 3 September

Shang-Chi & The Legend Of The 10 Rings | 12A
Paw Paftrol: The Movie | U

Our Ladies | 15

The Reason | Jump | 12A

12:30/16:30/19:45
12:45/16:15

18:15

20:45

Saturday 4 & Sunday 5 September
Paw Patrol: The Movie | U

Shang-Chi & The Legend Of The 10 Rings | 12A
The Reason | Jump | 12A

Qur Ladies | 15

12:45/14:00/15:00
16:30/19:45

17:15

19:30

Wednesday 8 & Thursday 9 September
Shang-Chi & The Legend Of The 10 Rings | 12A
Paw Patrol: The Movie | U

Our Ladies | 15

12:30/16:30/19:45
12:45/16:15/18:15
20:15

Oban Music Society welcomes back pianist
Clare Hammond to St John's Cathedral on
Saturday September 4 at 7pm.

She will be performing work by unjustly
neglected woman composers and the world
premiere of the 'Neanderthal Ballad' inspired by
ancient cave paintings.

Clare’s programme begins with works by
Helene de Montgeroult (1764-1836), the first
woman professor at the new Paris Conservatoire
in 1795, followed by pieces by Astor Pantaleon
Piazzola (1921-1992), an Argentine composer
and bandoneon. Brahms' Six Piano pieces end
the first half.

After the interval comes a completely new
work called The Neanderthal Ballads, which
Clare commissioned from Richard Barnard
for spring 2020. The music is inspired by early
cave paintings and exposes newly-discovered
connections between early humans and their
human-like relatives.

The second half also features The Bells Suite by
American composer William Grant Still Junior

Clare Hammond.

(1895-1978) and Variations on a Polish Theme
by the most celebrated Polish composer of the
early 20th century, Karol Maciej Szymanowski
(1882-1937).

Unfortunately continuing pandemic restric-
tions prevent the serving of refreshments during
the interval. Socially distanced seating will be

available for those who require it.

Shang-Chi & The Legend Of
The Ten Rings (12A)
Action

Martial-arts master Shang-Chi confronts

the past he thought he left behind

when he's drawn into the web of the

mysterious Ten Rings organisation.

Our Ladies (15)
Comedy

The Reason | Jump (12A)

Documentary

Based on the bestselling book by Naoki
Higashida, THE REASON | JUMP is an immersive
cinematic exploration of neurodiversity
through the experiences of nonspeaking
autistic people from around the world.

Our Ladies follows a group of Scottish schoolgirls on a day trip to Edinburgh to perform in
a choir competition. For these teens from a small town in the Scofttish Highlands, it
becomes a chance to escape their daily lives and run riot in the big city. With few
expectations for their futures, Orla (Tallulah Greive), Finnoula (Abigail Lawrie), Manda
(Sally Messham), Kay (Eve Austin), Chell (Rona Morison) and Kylah (Marli Siu) are
determined to live for every moment in this raucous tale of love, life and true friendship.

Based on the book by Oban author Alan Warner.

Face coverings must be worn when moving within the building.

Once seated you can remove your face covering. All showtimes are subject to availability

and change. Updates can be found on our Facebook page.

obanphoenix.com 01631 562905
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MONDAY:

TUESDAY:

THURSDAY:

FRIDAY:
SATURDAY:

SUNDAY:

YOUR LOCAL RADIO LISTINGS

M

Tune in to 103.3 Fm or listen live at
www.obanfm.com or on the Tuneln app.
For requests, competitions or questions please call us

on 01631 570057 or email: studio@obanfm.org.uk

8am-12pm
12-3pm
5pm-7pm
7pm-8pm
8pm-9pm
9pm
8am-10am
10am-12.30pm
Tpm-3pm
3pm-5pm
5pm-7pm
7pm-8pm
8pm-9pm
pm

9
WEDNESDAY: 8am-11am

Tlam-1pm
Tpm-3pm
4pm-7pm
7pm-9pm
9pm
8am-11am
Tlam-2pm
2pm-3pm
3pm-7pm
7pm-9pm
9pm-10pm
10pm
8am-10am
10am-1pm
4pm-6:45pm
6:45pm-7pm
7pm-8pm
8pm-10pm
8am-10am
10am-1pm
2pm-4pm
6pm-7pm
7pm-8pm
8pm-10pm
9am-1lam
Tlam-2pm
7pm-9pm
9pm

Breakfast show with Stephen

Lunch with Bob G

Drive Times with Marcus

Highland Fling with Rosemary

Calum McLuckies Show

David Cullen Show

Breakfast Show with Stephen

Ken Hunter

Macky on FM

Mediation with Heartfelt Change
Drive Times with Archie Darling
Highest Praise with Stuart Chalmers
Scottish Sounds with Archie Cameron
Oban Pride on the Waves with Jay & Crystal
Breakfast Show with Stephen
Comfort Zone with Lesley

Doug in the afternoon

Drive Times with Campbell

Country meets Rock N Roll with Len
Gordon’s Grooves

Breakfast Show with Andy & Sarah
Lunch Show with Steve

Mediation with Heartfelt Change
Drive Time with Stephen

Christine’s Collections

Ann’s Ceilidh

Margo Till Midnight

Breakfast Show with Anna & Phil

The Brunch Show With The One
Teeney & Tiny Show with Harry & Janet
Sports View with the Dream Team
Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig
Evening Show with Peter Rainnie
Breakfast Show with Stephen
Saturday Morning Live with Linda
Jukebox Jamboree with Ken Mc
Sports View with the Dream Team
Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling
Evening Show with Dave Hobbs
Sunday Morning with Breege

Sunday Brunch with Stephen

New Country Show with Dave & Murdoch
Drum & Bass with Graham.

ANEEE

Across 5 Attendant (8)
7 They have pull (6) 6 Old French tax (6)
8 From what place (6) 12 Collar (8)
9 Go wild when you run this way (« 14 Swiss cheese (7)
10 One who eats it all! (8) 16 Synapse neighbour (6)

1
13
15
17
20
2
2
23

—_
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Substitute (5-2)

It's above your floor (5)
Play the part of (5)
Apportion (7)

Not good (8)

Ridicule (4)

Pupil's cover (6)
Unmask (6)

Down

1
2
3
4

Lot (6)

Liven up (4)
Diftusion of fluids (7)
Turned (5)

18 Work boot feature (6)
19 Unremarkable (5)
21 Dance (4)

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

sy

Lismore fiddle player
reaches A High Place

Scottish folk duo Joseph Peach
and Charlie Grey from Lismore
are releasing their new album
Spiorachas - A High Place on
October 1.

Fiddle player Charlie lives on
the Isle of Lismore where in
his free time he restores small
boats, occasionally works on a
creel fishing boat and spends
his time walking his border
collie Hector.

Charlieisalso an outstanding
musician, having spent time
studying the fiddle, Gypsy
Jazz, Bluegrass, Blues-fiddle
music and mastering his own
aesthetic of improvisation.

Developed through improv-
isation, Charlie and Joseph
reinterpret the traditional
Scottish Gaelic melodies of
times past, continuing their
multi-generational story, as
well as introducing new pieces
of their own.

The album’s first single,
Gathan-grein, was composed
by Joseph as he took in the in-
spiring crepuscular sunbeams
off the coast of Scotland.

This single provides a vivid

Charlie
Grey on
fiddle and
Joseph
Peach on
piano.

and life-affirming introduc-
tion to Spiorachas - A High
Place. Throughout Spiorachas,
Charlie can be heard playing
on a Hardanger D’Amore,
an incredibly rare, ten-string
Norwegian bowed instrument
designed and built by Salve
Hakedal.

Only the 33rd Hardanger
D’Amore ever made, Charlie’s
instrument is likely one of a
kind in Scotland.

‘The landscape surrounding
Lismore is a constant source of
inspiration to me,” Charlie told

The Oban Times. ‘It is a truly
unique place. I always think
of the island being trapped
between worlds: you have the
dramatic hills of Ben Nevis,
Ben Cruachan, Glen Creran
and the back of Glencoe on
one side; the barren highland
landscape of Morven to your
north; the rolling lush green to
your south that is so unique to
Argyll and, finally, to the west
you have the Western Isles, the
gateway to the Atlantic Ocean
and beyond. My grandmother
Ishbel Macaskill was a great

Gaelic singer and known
throughout the world for her
music.

‘Although me and my sib-
lings were aware she toured the
world singing, it wasn’t some-
thing we ever thought much
about when we were with her,
as she was just granny to us.

‘Unfortunately she passed
away when I was in my young
teens, just as I was starting to
take my music more seriously.

Td love to say I had played
lots of music with her and we
had collaborated on projects
together, but time didn’t allow
us that pleasure. Her presence
lives on, however, and it’s one
of the great joys in my life to
meet new people all over the
world who knew and loved her
asIdid’

After  the  release  of
Spiorachas- A High Place,
Charlie and Joe will be sitting
down with musicians for a
series of intimate and personal
conversations discussing
creation, collaboration and in-
spiration on their new podcast
show, launching in November.

Hotel group’s charity
calendar competition

Scenic photographs taken by
guests of The Ballachulish
and Isles of Glencoe Hotel
could feature in a fundraising
calendar.

Crieff Hydro Family of
Hotels is calling on guests to
share images taken during
their visits over the past few
years. Twelve photographs will
be shortlisted and featured in a
limited-edition 2022 calendar
to be produced and sold in aid
of Children’s Hospices Across
Scotland (CHAS).

The search began on National
Photography Day, Thursday
August 19, with guests who
have photographs showcasing
the stunning scenery at any of
the eight hotels in the Crieff
Hydro Family invited to
submit them to be part of the
calendar, which will be availa-
ble to buy in all the hotels later
this year.

The group’s eight hotels are
all set in picturesque Scottish

locations with rich histories,
making them the perfect
backdrop to capture memories
for a lifetime. To kick start the
search owners, the Leckie fam-
ily, shared an image of their
own featuring Stephen, his
wife and four children against
the backdrop of the beautiful
scenery at Kingshouse Hotel in
Glencoe. Nic Oldham, Head of
Customer and Commercial at
Crieff Hydro Family of Hotels,
said: ‘A picture really can
speak a thousand words and
with many families visiting
our hotels for generations, we
love to see the memories they
capture during their stays.
“The calendar will celebrate
the best of Scottish scenery
and we know our guests have
captured some  stunning
landscape shots over the years
which we can’t wait to see.
‘We’re proud to be partnering
with CHAS and all proceeds of
the calendar will be donated

to supporting children and
families using its hospices and
services across the country.

Angharad Low, Corporate
Partnerships ~ Manager  at
CHAS said: ‘We're so grateful
to Crieff Hydro Family of
Hotels for choosing to support
CHAS with this exciting pro-
ject. Every penny raised will
support families caring for a
child with a life-shortening
condition across Scotland,
keeping joy alive, even in the
hardest times.’

Crieff Hydro Family of
Hotels is welcoming digital
photograph submissions
until Friday September 3. They
should be submitted online at
www.crieffhydrofamily.com/
world-photography-day, with
details of where and when
the photo was taken, which
hotel the photographer visited,
their name and any special
memories attached to the
photograph.

Stephen Leckie,
his wife and four

children at the :
Kingshouse Hotel in‘

Glencoe.
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What if Scots had

won at Culloden?

Author Nick Bastin lets
his imagination decide

What if Bonnie Prince
Charlie had won the Battle of
Culloden?

What would the clan system
look like in the 21st century?

That’s the subject of a trilogy
of adventure novels set on the
west coast, with the final book
published this month. And
here’s a clue: there’s blood
involved.

BloodLine is the third fast-
paced thriller in Nick Bastin’s
trilogy, following BloodBond
and BloodFeud, set in an al-
ternate contemporary Britain
where Bonnie Prince Charlie
won the Battle of Culloden.

The Highlands and Islands
of Scotland have become the
independent Free Republic of
the Gaels and Oban its capital.

‘Following his unexpected
victory at the Battle of
Culloden in 1746, the pub-
lisher Chiselbury explains,
‘Prince Charles Edward Stuart
became King of the Gaels and
split the Highlands and Islands
of Scotland from the rest of
Britain.

‘Upon  his death, Am
Poblachd Shaor nan Gaidheal,
The Free Republic of the
Gaels, was declared. Since
then, the Gaelic Republic has
maintained its culture and

Above Left: Nick Bastin, who has written a trilogy based on a
differnt outcome to the battle of Culloden. Above right: The
cover of Bloodline.

language, ploughing its own
idiosyncratic furrow to the
present day, a constant irritant
to its larger and more powerful
neighbour’

In this extract titled Brighid’s
Choice, we find clan feuds alive
and well.

“The stair disgorged her into
a wide entrance hall, Nick
writes: ‘One corner was filled
with a concert grand piano
and pictures lined the walls.
In front of the piano, in a wing
backed chair, sat a sleeping
figure.

‘From the tartan panel on his
forearm, she could immediate-
ly see he was a MacLean, and
from his face that he was about
seventeen.

‘Too young for late night
shifts on watch, too young for
fighting too. The ambition of
others had dragged him from
his teenage years too soon.

‘She wondered what she
should do with him. She didn’t
doubt that Shonique or Kirstie
would have probably cut his
throat, after all, he was the
enemy, wasn't he?

‘For a second she paused
and looked at the sleeping
youth, his face carefree and
untroubled by the years. He
should be at school, chasing
love, drinking and carousing,
unthinking of tomorrow.

‘Instead he was here, part of
an occupying force, killing and
burning strangers from their
homes. For why? A victim of
the ambition of others.

‘Could she like Judith bring
the sword of justice to sleeping
Holofernes’s throat? She tip-
toed past him; it was his lucky
night; she was no murderer.

Nick Bastin, a PR adviser,
lives in London with his wife,
three children and two cats,

but his mother’s family comes
from the West Highlands
and Islay. It was an Islay rel-
ative of his, the 19th century
Celtic folklorist John Francis
Campbell, that triggered his
interest in Gaelic.

He met his wife, who is from
the Isle of Skye, studying
Gaelic at an evening class in
London - she was always much
better at it than he was, he says.

In 2007 he co-authored
a Very Canny Scot - Great
Daniel Campbell of Shawfield
and Islay, a biography of one
of Scotland’s leading figures of
the early 18th century.

Explaining the inspiration
behind his trilogy of thrillers,
Nick told The Oban Times: ‘T
have a deep respect for what the
people of the Gaidhealtachd
were doing. It was a different
country to the rest of Britain.
It had no roads, nowhere to
stay and an unknown people
speaking another language,
but there was a strong culture.

‘All that changed after the
Battle of Culloden.’

He wondered what the
Gaidhealtachd would look like
today if the clan system was
updated to the 21st century.

What would they be doing
now? ‘I started writing the first
one in 2018, he said: “When
you have the arc, the charac-
ters, what they are going to
say, it comes very quickly. The
Gaelic Republic was a play on
the Lords of the Isles,” he said.
‘Oban has a great location at
the centre of the country and a
harbour. What I enjoy most is
people with no connection to
Gaelic getting an exposure.

It is really rewarding to have
complete strangers getting in
touch saying ‘That was great!
When’s the next one?”

DIARDAOIN 2 An t-Sultain
THURSDAY 2 An t-Sultain

17.00  Programan Chloinne — Children’s
programming

19.00 An Lot/The Croft

19.30 Speaking Our Language

19.55  Earrann Eachdraidh/ History Shorts
20.00 Anla-NEWS

20.30 Garraidhean Mora na h-Alba

21.00 Na Gleidheadairean/The Animal Keepers
22.00 Colin Macleod-An Ceol/Colin Macleod-The
Music

22.30 Slighean Sgoile an t-Saoghail/Most
Dangerous Ways to School

23.20 Dealbhis Slighe

23.30 FUNC

DIHAOINE 3 An t-Sultain
FRIDAY 3 An t-Sultain

17.00  Programan Chloinne — Children’s
programming

19.00 AnLa-NEWS

19.25 Earrann Eachdraidh/History Shorts
19.30  Machair

19.55  Celtic Connections

20.00 Proshaig

20.30 Dealbhan Fraoich/Heather's Portraits
21.00 Robert Black-Coigreach Gun Chogais/
Without Conscience

22.00 The Valhalla Murders

2245 Dealbhis Slighe

23.00 Under Canvas 2021/22 Ep 1

DISATHAIRNE 4 An t-Sultain
SATURDAY 4 An t-Sultain

16.00
18.00
18.15
19.50
20.00
20.30

Live Shinty.Cananachd Cup Semi Final
Anla

Oran na Mara/Song of the Sea

Mischa aig Blas

Proshaig

Leugh Mi/Book Show

21.00 Under Canvas 2021/22

22.00 Peat & Diesel-From the Barrow to
Barrowlands

23.00 Peat & Diesel-That's the Way We Do It!
00.30 FUNC

DIDOMHNAICH 5 An t-Sultain
SUNDAY 5 An t-Sultain

16.00 Programan Chloinne

1815 Anla

18.30  Seachd La/News Review
19.30 Alleluia!

20.00 Garraidhean Mora na h-Alba
20.30  Vets:Gach Creutair Beo
21.00 Farpaisean Chon- Chaorach
22.00 Bannan S1Ep2

22.30 BannanS1Ep3

23.00 The Valhalla Murders

23.45 Dealbhis Slighe

DILUAIN 6 An t-Sultain
MONDAY 6 An t-Sultain

17.00  Programan Chloinne — Children’s
programming

19.00 Druthag na Hearach/A Little Drop of Harris
19.30 Speaking Our Language

19.55  Earrann Eachdraidh/History Shorts

20.00 Anla-NEWS

B|B|CF.\N:7.

20.30
21.00
22.00
2230
23.30
Music

Dealbhan Fraoich/Heather’s Portraits
Trusadh — Moine/Peats

Bannan /51 Ep4

Steelmen/Motherwell FC

Colin Macleod-An Ceol/Colin Macleod-The

DIMAIRT 7 An t-Sultain
TUESDAY 7 An t-Sultain

17.00  Programan Chloinne — Children’s
programming

19.00 AnLot/The Croft

19.30 Speaking Our Language

19.55  Earrann Eachdraidh/ History Shorts
20.00 Anla-NEWS

20.30 Vets: Gach Creutair Beo

21.00 Farpaisean Chon-Chaorach
22.00 Trusadh — Moine/Peats

23.00 Eadar Chluich

23.05 Machair

23.30 Alleluia

DICIADAIN 8 An t-Sultain
WEDNESDAY 8 An t-Sultain

17.00  Programan Chloinne — Children’s
programming

19.00 Druthag na Hearach/A Little Drop of Harris
19.30 Beul Chainnt

20.00 AnLa-—NEWS

20.30  Leugh Mi/Book Show

21.00 Jim Baxter

22.00 BannanSTEp5

22.30 AnGobha-The Last Blacksmith

22.55 Eader Chluich

23.00 Na Gleidheadairan/The Animal Keepers

BBC.CO.UK/ALBA | BBC.CO.UK/IPLAYER

Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

MAREK
KOCHMANSKI
Piano Recital
Sun 5th Sept,

3pm
St Conan’s Kirk,
PA33 1AQ
£10 (on door)
followed by
Teas, Cake and
Biscuits
Masks, Contacts

An opportunity has
arisen for widows and
widowers to share
friendship and support
at the Corran Halls on
Tuesday 7th
September 2021
from 3pm-5pm.
Tea/Coffee/Biscuits
provided.

This group is particular
aimed at those
without children or
family nearby
If interested please call
Joyce, 07818 244572

find us on

facebook

www.facebook.com/
obantimes
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SABHAL
aw.all MOR OSTAIG

Cursa MSc Cultar Duthchasach agus Eachdraidh na Gaidhealtachd aig Sabhal
Mor Ostaig. Sar chothrom ionnsachadh mu dhualchas nan Gaidheal - bho
shealladh eadar-dhealaichte.

Rilinn a’ ghalair Covid bhatorragainn, sean agus 0g, a’ tighinn beo air-loidhne,
a’ zoomadh ar cairdean ’s ar caraidean, ag obair ‘taocbh a-muigh na h-oifise’.
Ach b’ e seo am cuideachd nuair a thainig e a-steach oirnn, 's docha na bu
mhotha na riamh roimhe, gun do bhuin sinn dhan t-saoghal fhisigeach a tha
ceithir-thimcheall oirnn.

Tha an cursa MSc ur-ghnathaichte seo aig Sabhal Mor Ostaig, le clit eadar-nai-
seanta, a’ toirt dhut cothrom sdnraichte mion-edlas a chur air dualchas agus
eachdraidh nan Gaidheal, ann an Alba agus air feadh an t-saoghail - le suil gu
h-araid air cultar duthchasach. Le cultar duthchasach, tha sinn a’ ciallachadh
an taobh fhisigich de bheatha nan Gaidheal: na nithean aca, na h-innealan,
na toglaichean, agus an arainneachd fhein.

Bidh sinn a’ coimhead air mar a tha an cultar duthchasach seo a’ tighinn troim-
he anns a’ chanan agus anns a’ chultar. Anns a’ chursa, gheibh thu cothroman
sonraichte, nach fhaighear ann an aite sam bith eile, seallaidhean Ura agus
eolas nas doimhne a chur air dualchas na Gaidhlig agus air eachdraidh na
Gaidhealtachd: mar a bha saoghal nan Gaidheal ag atharrachadh thairis air
na tri linntean a chaidh seachad, suas chun an latha an-diugh.

'S ann uile gu léir tron Ghaidhlig, agus tro shuilean nan Gaidheal, a théid an
cursa pairt-tide seo, a mhaireas tri bliadhna, a theagasg. Theid a libhrigeadh
air-loidhne, ach am freagair an cursa air na dleasdanasan pearsanta agus air
na h-uallaichean-obrach agad. Ma tha thu airson modalan fa leth a ghabhail
bhon chursa, airson leasachadh proifeiseanta air neo direach airson do thoil
fhein, bhiodh failte bhlath romhad cuideachd.

Airson am barrachd fios mun a chursa seo agus mar a chuireas
tu a-steach iarrtas, rach chun an larach-lin againn aig
www.smo.uhi.ac.uk no cuir post-d gu iarrtas@smo.uhi.ac.uk

Sabhal Mor Ostaig’s MSc
in Material Culture and
Gaidhealtachd History. A chance
to study the world of Scottish
Gaels - from a different angle.

For many of us, old and young, the
Covid pandemic was a time of living
virtually, Zooming with friends and
family, and ‘out of office’ working. But
it was also a time in which we were
confronted, maybe as never before,
with the fact that we are inextricably
part of the material world around us.

The ground-breaking, internationally
acclaimed Master’s MSc programme
at Sabhal Mor Ostaig offers a unique
opportunity to investigate Gaelic
culture and history with a focus on
material culture. Material culture
deals with the material, physical side
of life. It tells a people’s story through
their possessions, their tools, their
buildings, and their environment.

The course investigates how material
culture appears in Gaelic language
and tradition. It offers students
unique and exciting opportunities to
gain new perspectives and a deeper
understanding of Gaelic tradition
and Highland history: the changing
world of the Gael over the past three
centuries, up to the present day.

This three-year part-time course is
taught in Gaelic, from a Gaelic per-
spective. It is available to study online,
so you can fit your studies around your
personal and work commitments. We
would also very much welcome appli-
cations from people wishing to study
individual course modules for personal
or professional development.

For further information about the course and how to apply, visit
our website at www.smo.uhi.ac.uk or e-mail iarrtas@smo.uhi.ac.uk
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Could your
ideal school be
independent?

Most parents spend
a great deal of

time seeking out
opportunities for
their children.

Finding the right educational
environment for your child has

a big part to play in how they
develop interests and make life
decisions, and Scotland’s wide
selection of independent schools
can give you that freedom of
choice.

Each SCIS school has a distinct
ethos and values, but whether
co-ed or single-sex, day school
or boarding, each one will
encourage your child to be

the very best they can be. The
question is which one is right for
your child?

A healthy and diverse

mix of backgrounds
Almost 30,000 children in
Scotland attend an independent
school — around 4 per cent of
pupils in Scotland. This healthy
mix of backgrounds, abilities
and nationalities makes for a
vibrant, modern student body
that mirrors the real world and
will serve your child well for the
future.

Fee assistance

You may be surprised to learn
how affordable an independent
education can be. In 2020-21,
almost 26% of children at an
independent school received
financial help, with 3.5 per cent
of senior school pupils benefiting
from a free place.

The independent

school advantage
The schools’ reputation for
academic excellence is an obvious

attraction for many parents.

Staff have ready strategies to help
every child excel, whether it’s
extra stimulation for someone
showing clear ability, or a
different approach to turn the
light on when the topic is tricky.

Continuity of care
Independent schools offer an
exciting array of on-site clubs
and experiences to help children
grow both physically, socially
and in confidence. Your child will
have the opportunity to try all
sorts of endeavours, from coding
to musical theatre, in a safe
environment at school.

See for yourself

All schools welcome visits from
prospective families throughout
the year where staff can show you
round, give you a feel for life at the
school and answer any questions
you may have. Look for details of
open days on school websites,
although this year things might
look a bit different with schools
creating virtual open days.

For more information, advice
and guidance on choosing an
independent school in Scotland
visit the Scottish Council of
Independent Schools (SCIS)

website at www.scis.org.uk

WHY
INDEPENDENT
SCHOOLS?

‘My time at school helped to give me the skills
to start and grow my own business. Ultimately
I was given the belief that I could achieve.

Kirsty Mackenzie, CEO i multiply

Pupils from a wide range of different backgrounds go to independent
schools. The schools themselves believe that having a broad social mix
which reflects our society is equally important as the exciting range

of experiences on offer. This is just one of the reasons why so many
independent schools have funding available for pupils whose families
are on lower incomes.

The total value of means-tested bursaries provided by schools has
increased by over £16m since 2011, and currently stands at over £33m
per year. Across all SCIS schools, over a quarter of pupils receive some
form of fee assistance, with 3.5% of senior school pupils receiving a
100% bursary.

WHAT IS A BURSARY?

Often called fee assistance, a bursary is awarded on proven financial
need and gives children from lower income families the opportunity
to receive an independent education. A bursary is generally awarded
from P7 through Senior School and up to 100% of the fees can be met
by the school.

APPLYING FOR A BURSARY

Your child will have to meet the school’s normal entry requirements,
but they do not have to be of the academic standard required to
win a scholarship. Schools will want to know about all your financial
circumstances, so be prepared to fill in detailed forms providing
evidence of need.

Each case will be looked at individually, and schools will consider
pensions, investments, the value of your property, rent or mortgage
paid as well as assets and liabilities.

WHAT IS A SCHOLARSHIP?

A scholarship is awarded as a result of a competitive selection process
and can be awarded for academic ability, sport, arts or general
excellence. Scholarships vary widely between schools. Some offer fee
remissions, whilst others hold dedicated funds in trust for pupils.

APPLYING FOR A SCHOLARSHIP
Each school will have their own application procedures, so visit the
school’s website for more detailed information or speak to their bursar.

HOW CAN YOU FIND OUT ABOUT A BURSARY OR SCHOLARSHIP?
A school’s website and admissions materials will offer a
comprehensive guide to their financial assistance process.

SCISTOP TIPS FOR APPLYING FOR A BURSARY OR SCHOLARSHIP

e Enquire about fee assistance at least a year before you hope to enrol
in the school

e Let the schools know as soon as possible that you are interested in
financial assistance

e Most schools will have a deadline for applying for fee assistance so
make sure you don’t miss it

* Make sure you leave plenty of time to complete the application and sort
out any accompanying documents you may need to prove your income.

Unfortunately, schools only have a finite amount of funding available

and therefore not all applicants will be successful. The Educational

Trusts’ Forum offers information and advice on finding fee assistance.

If you are considering sending your child to a Scottish Independent

School, SCIS can help you with your search — use our find a school tool

or get in touch with us today.
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Pupils achlevmg potential

Belief and confidence in each of Kilgraston’s Sixth Formers’
own abilities is key to success, says the Head of the school’s
Sixth Form Deirdre McCormick.

Encouraging independence and a ‘can do’ approach will
pave the way for a bright future wherever each girl wants to
be, studying at a top university or making their mark on the
world of work with a graduate apprenticeship.

Mrs McCormick said: “Sixth Form at Kilgraston focuses on
fostering a belief and genuine confidence in each individu-
al’s abilities and vision for their future.

“Our aim is that each pupil will leave school with independ-
ence and a ‘can do’ approach.”

The Kilgraston Sixth Form staff have 30 years shared UCAS
experience, helping pupils reach their potential - bespoke
guidance to each pupil starts early to shape their future
choices.

“Our University and College Application Programme starts
early, offering individualised support and guidance to help
our pupils make important decisions that will shape their
future and get each girl where she wants to be, whether it’s
a top university in the UK, an institution overseas or a move
into the world of work with a graduate apprenticeship,”
added Mrs McCormick.

The exam results say it all. In 2021, pupils celebrated an
impressive new record with 100 per cent of girls achieving
Grades A to B at Advanced Higher level and 95 per cent
achieving Grade A to B at Higher level.

A phenomenal 96 per cent of Kilgraston’s UCAS university
applicants also received their firm choice of university with
52 per cent going to a prestigious Russell Group university.

D

Kilgraston’s Sixth Form experience in both learning and
friendship will last for life, preparing pupils for the wider
world.

“The school has done a fantastic job in preparing me for the
wider world and | feel ready to move onto the next stage of my
life. | will always keep in touch with the very strong network of
friends that | have made here,” said one Sixth-Former.

KILGRASTON

SCHOOL

JUNIOR YEARS - SENIOR - SIXTH FORM

Preparing

you for

Get free advice on:

» Choosing your subjects.

]
w
Ll
L3
»
.
®

* How to get the most from
your UCAS applications.

* Picking the right university.

Tuesday 28" September 20

Register: sixthformevent@Kil .
Monte Carlo Suite, The Blythewood Hotel, Giasgow
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Delivering
an engaging
and fun
learning
experience

The west of Scotland’s only boarding school, offering
a unique location and a forward-thinking approach to
education.

At Lomond School we believe that balance is what drives
happiness and success and we aim to deliver a learning
experience which is engaging and fun, giving every child the
tools they need to pursue a successful life beyond school. Our
young people enjoy an enhanced curriculum which provides
enrichment and experiences beyond the classroom. From
extra-curricular activities to life changing trips, coming to
Lomond School opens the door to a range of opportunities
which help to develop confidence, respect and an outward

>—< [ omond
E1{ School

5 .
|‘ . .l

wmmew  Helensburgh

looking approach which will serve our young people well in
their futures.

As a non-selective school, our academic results are exception-
ally high, and we believe that this is because we help our pupils
to find a pathway which suits their individual needs allowing
them to get the very best from their education. In S5 and S6
pupils have the option of three pathways: either SQA Highers
and Advanced Highers, the IB Diploma Programme or the IB
Career-related Programme with specialisation through an HNC
in Business. This choice is unrivalled in Scotland and ensures
that we have the right pathway for all.

Our boarding house, Burnbrae, is a purpose built, modern

Always internatio
minded...

Now globally
recognised.

Now offering two International Baccalaureate programmes
at Senior 5, in addition to our existing SQA curriculum.

Enquire today
Full & weekly boarding available.

Bursaries & scholarships available.

www.lomondschool.com

FEATURE 27

facility separate to the main school campus. With up to 60
boarders, the house is small enough to truly provide a family
feel and being home to boys and girls provides a unique oppor-
tunity for siblings to live together in the same boarding house.
All our pupils are respected and treated as individuals and our
staff actively support their personal, social and educational
development. Supporting our house parents in this are resi-
dent tutors, the school nurse, matrons and pupil peer group.
Boarding at Lomond is an enriching experience that we truly
believe provides a ‘home away from home”.

Contact our Registrar to find out more. T: 01436 672 476

E: admissions@lomondschool.com W:lomondschool.com
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VISITING OBAN? COME WITH US ON THIS WEEK'S TRAIL
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58\ Oban Business Improvement District ;
& www.bid4oban.co.uk

THE OBAN TIMES, IN ASSOCIATION WITH BID4AOBAN AND SUPPORTED BY THE SCOTLAND’S TOWNS PARTNERSHIP ARE HELPING TO PROVIDE RESILIENCE FOR OUR LOCAL BUSINESS COMMUNITY.
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45. BEST WISHES

A large selection of ladies handbags,
jewellery, Willow Tree figurines,
quality cards from only 49p, as well as
many other gifts at great prices!

118 George St, Oban PA34 5NT
www.facebook.com/bestwishesoban

46. OBAN PHOTOGRAPHIC
CENTRE

Webster

of Oban
Photographic
Centre

Professional photo centre & digital
camera repair. Stocking a wide range
of cameras, scopes, binoculars,
accessories as well as photo printing,
framing and canvas prints.

122-124 George St, Oban PA34 5NT
www.facebook.com/
Obanphotographiccentre

47. OBAN MOBILE SHOP

-Elog o] :
S1INoYW (Sl

For all of your phone device needs.
Repairs & unlocks on all models of
mobile phones, i pads and tablets.
Stocking a large selection of phone
accessories for most models.

125 George St, Oban PA34 5NT
www.facebook.com/
Oban-Mobile-Shop

48. FANCY THAT

A family run business specializing in
gaming merchandise, Scottish gifts as
well as other bespoke products.

126 George St, Oban PA34 5NT

Web: www.scifiplanet.co.uk

49. THE GEM BOX

Jewellery shop selling exquisite pieces
with fine sourced gems and materials.
Their ethos - to create spectacular
jewellery with precious diamonds and
rare gemstones gathered from the
world’s most remote locations.

1 Corran Esplanade, Oban PA34 5PS
www.shiptonandco.com

50. ARGYLL TAPESTRY

L

Review- “A lovely shop full of inter-
esting tapestries made by the owner
which decorate the walls. Also kits to
buy. Nice to browse and to kick-start
my enthusiasm to start a tapestry
again.”

28 Corran Esplanade, Oban PA34 5PS

51. THE ANGLERS CORNER

B £ L

A well established and newly refur-
bished outdoor and sporting goods
store, from walking canes, fishing rods
and equipment to clothing, footwear
and hats, everything you need to
enjoy the great outdoors.

132 George St, Oban PA34 5NU

find on facebook, The Anglers Corner.

52. PETALS OF OBAN
g i _

Bt -~ \ A BTREN
Covering all occasions including wed-
dings, funerals, happy birthday, new
baby, congratulations, get well, | love
you or just because, we will create
the perfect gift for you, Delivery to
the islands available. Indoor plants
available from the shop.

2, Albany Terrace, George St, Oban
PA34 5NY
www.petalsofoban.co.uk

53. KATYA EMBROIDERY

Their main discipline is embroidery
but they can also supply heat seal
transfers on clothing, bags, towels,
tableware, banners, flags and patches.
6 Albany Terrace, Oban PA34 5NY
www.katyaembroidery.co.uk

54. MATRIX COMPUTERS.

IT service & support company offering
laptop & desktop computer repairs
and sales, peripherals & components,
indoor & outdoor Wi-Fi networks,
CCTV systems, iPhone repairs.
Dunollie Road, Oban, PA34 5PH
www.matrixcomputers.co.uk

55. THE ARGYLL
FURNITURE STORE

——

Family run local furniture store
catering for all tastes in contemporary
furniture.

Breadalbane St, Oban PA34 5NZ
www.argyllfurniture.co.uk

DON'T
FORGET
TOBUY &
USE YOUR
LOVE OBAN
VOUCHERS
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30 FARMING

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:

Sponsored by NFU Mutual Oban.
Call Euan Warnock and Donna

MacDougall on 01631 567 036

@ NFU Mutual

INSURANCE | PENSIONS | INVESTMENTS

E S Wamock, D Cluckie, C | Husthwaite & G R MacLean an appointed
representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society
Limited (No. 111982).

Around the markets

for your insurance needs.

Oban, United Auctions, Tuesday
August 24: sold 5452 sheep of all classes.
4557 lambs averaged £63.48 per head
(+£5.71). This being the third sale of the
season and with 1300 more lambs sold on
the corresponding sale last year, lambs

in general were smaller. Nevertheless, a
sound trade was obtained for all classes
of stock.

Leading Lots & Prices

Lambs — SuffX - £88.00, Mid Farm; £77.00,
Achnacree Beag. TexX - £98.00, £90.00,
Auchnasaul; £89.50, Caolis Coll; £87.00,
Oban Seil Croft; £86.00, Kilbride Croft;
£84.00, Fiaraidh Grazings; £83.50, Caolis;
£83.00, Auchnasaul; £83.00, 15 Keil Croft;
£82.50, Balnagown; £82.00, Feringa
Farming. BeltX - £79.00, 15 Keil Croft;

£77.50, Achnacree Beag; £73.50, Achuaran.

Chev - £78.00, Rhulios; £78.00, 2 Allasdale;
£73.50, Ballard; £73.00, Achnacarron;
£72.50, Tyree; £70.50, Garraron; £70.50,
Ardnacross; £70.00, Cuan Croft; £70.00,
Torloisk. Cross - £76.50, Saulmore; £74.00,
Kilbride Croft; £70.00, 15 Keil Croft. Mule

- £74.50, Achalic; £73.00, Saulmore. Chev
Mule - £87.00, Ardnacross. BF - £47.00,
Plocaig; £46.00, Gorteneoran; £45.00,
Pennygown.

Ewes — TexX - £69.00, Ardtornish; £69.00,
Pennygown. Chev - £95.00, Caolis Coll;
£89.00, Feringa Farming; £78.00, Cailaich;
£74.00, Barndromin; £70.00, Auchnashul
Drimnin. Cross - £71.00, Dunmor. Mule

- £65.50, Ardachy; £64.00, Ricruin. Chev
Mule - £67.00, Ardachy; £63.00, Achnacree
Beag. BF - £61.00, Ardtornish.

Lochboisdale, United Auctions,
Saturday August 28: sold 2686 sheep
of all classes. 2527 lambs averaged
£67.97 per head. Lambs in general were
lacking bloom due to the inclement spring
weather. All classes nevertheless sold
well and to a good following of mainland
buyers.

Leading Lots & Prices

Lambs — SuffX - £103.00, Truimsgarry;
£98.00, 6 Middlequarter; £93.00, 4098
Smerclate; £91.00, 6 Rhughasinish;

£90.50, 325 North Boisdale; £90.00,

3 Middlequarter; £88.00, 409/410
Smerclate; £87.50, 6 Rhughasinish; £86.00,
Dunskellar; £85.50, Truimsgarry; £85.00, 6
Rhughasinish; £85.00, 6 Frobost; £85.00,

9 Milton; £83.50, 269 Daliburgh; £83.50, 1
Sollas; £83.50, 287 Kilphedar; £83.00, 217B
Stoneybridge; £83.00, 6 Ormiclate; £82.00,
Truimsgarry. BeltX - £97.00, 18 West
Gerinish; £85.00, 1 Malaglate; £82.50, 18
West Gerinish. TexX - £105.00, 1 Malaglate;
£100.50, Dunskellar; £100.00, 340 North
Boisdale; £95.00, 6 Rhughasinish; £92.00,
383 Garrynamonie; £91.00, 35 Eoligarry;
£87.00, 4098 Smerclate; £87.00, 383
Garrynamonie; £86.00, 325 North Boisdale;
£85.00, 356 South Boisdale; £85.00, 391
Garrynamonie; £83.50, 183 Snishval;
£83.50, 6 Milton; £83.50, 5 Dunganachy;
£82.50, 471 Lochboisdale; £82.00, 4728
South Lochboisdale; £82.00, 4 West
Gerinish. Chev - £97.00, 49 Balgarva;
£88.50, 6 Ormiclate; £83.00, 8 Gearradubh;
£82.00, 6 West Gerinish; £80.50, 12
Ardveenish, Barra; £80.00, 1 Liniclate.

Cross - £79.50, 5 Howmore; £77.50, 91
Bualadubh; £77.00, 6 Middlequarter;
£76.00, 6 Ormiclate. Mule - £84.00, 90/110
Borve, Barra; £81.50, 325 North Boisdale.
BF - £76.50, £65.00, 5 Howmore; £65.00,
90/110 Borve, Barra; £62.50, 369 South
Boisdale; £61.00, 319 Kilphedar; £61.00,
468 South Lochboisdale.

Ewes — SuffX - £80.50, 57 Clachan. Lley -
£57.00, 3 Knockintorran. TexX - £71.00, 383
Garrynamonie; £68.00, 391 Garrynamonie.
Chev - £85.00, 12 Aird; £65.50, 471
Lochboisdale; £62.00, 392 Garrynamonie;
£60.00, 217B Stoneybridge. Mule - £62.00,
269 Daliburgh.

Dalmally, United Auctions, Friday
August 27: sold 2360 sheep of all classes.
2071 lambs averaged £64.80

(+£7.27). In keeping with recent trends
trade for all classes was firm though not as
fiery as previous sales.

A good ringside of buyers was in
attendance and all stock was cleared as
satisfactory levels.

Principal lots and prices per head;

Lambs — BeltX - £81.00, Blarghour.

TexX - £113.00, Craigmore; £94.00, Clachan
Farms (Kilninver); £86.00,

Silvercraigs; £85.50, Innischeroch; £84.50,
Home Farm; £83.00, Stonefield; £82.50,
Ardchatten; £80.50,

Silvercraigs; £80.50, Stonefield.

Chev - £74.00, Achnacreemore; £74.00,
Keppochan; £73.00, High

Balantyre; £71.50, Maam; £70.00,
Kilchoan. Cross - £87.00, Castles Farms;
£69.50, Auchnashul; £67.00,

Ederline Estate. Mule - £80.50, Ormsary
Estate; £79.00, Home Farm; £78.00,
Stonefield Farm. Chev Mule -

£73.00, Keppochan. BF - £64.00,
Innischeroch; £61.00, Tullochcan; £60.50,
Carse Estate; £58.00,

Blarmafoldach.

Ewes — TexX - £84.50, Boorach Beg;

£70.00, Lephinkill. Chev - £68.00, Kilchoan.

BF - £36.00, Boorach Beg.
Leading Prices per Kilo
Lambs — BeltX — 257p, Blarghour; 225p,

Brenchoille. TexX — 252p, Silvercraigs;
251p, Craigmore; 250p,

Ormsary Estate; 248p, Craigmore; 248p,
Tullochcan; 248p, Clachan Farms; 247p,
Ardchatten; 247p, Home

Farm; 245p, Ardconnel; 244p, Stonefield;
242p, Innischeroch; 239p, Clachan Farms;
235p, Ederline Estate;

234p, Carse Estate; 233p, Drimnin Estate;
233p, Castle Farms; 232p, Drimnin Estate;
231p, Colquhalzie

Farms; 230p, Lephinkill Farm. Chev — 240p,
Blackmount; 238p, Maam; 236p,
Blackmount; 232p, 229p, High

Balantyre; 228p, Keppochan; 227p,
Kilchoan; 224p, Maam; 224p, Achnacree-
more; 222p, Ardchonnel; 222p,

Kilchoan; 220p, Maam. Cross — 233p,
Bragleenbeg; 232p, Auchnashul; 230p,
Maam; 224p, Drimnin; 221p,

14 Lochiel Road; 220p, Ederline Estate.
Mule — 227p, Ormsary Farmers; 221p,
Stonefield. Chev Mule —

243p, Keppochan. BF — 215p, Blarmafol-
dach; 214p, Tullochcan; 212p, Carse Estate.

FARM GATES

(UK LTD

MOBILE SHEEP SYSTEM
ON SALE FROM £1695 + VAT

(RRP from £3400 plus VAT)

The system is easy to move and erect where
required and can be easily modified to suit your

requirements

MAIN FEATURES:
- Made from high-tensile steel

+ All hurdles are 8 railed x 970mm high
« All hot-dipped galvanised finish

+ 3000mm (3m) long
+ Includes all joining pins/stakes

For more information or to place an
order please send Farm Gates (UK) Ltd
a message or call:

Ronnie Finney 07789 276354

Email: farm.gates@yahoo.com

SCOTTISH

FIELD

September

1,

Subscribe

OPTION1

20-feet race, 100-feet holding pen

£1950 + VAT

Comes with a 100-feet holding pen and 20-feet
race, 2 x 2-feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 150
fully grown sheep (approx)

PARTS LIST:

+ 14 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
+ 12 x joining pins/stakes

. 2 x 2-feet swing gates

— ~= - g AgT S
FROM £2195 + vaT
Crush Gate optional extra £599.00 + VAT.
As standard, our Mobile Cattle System comes with a
60 feet holding pen and 20 feet race, 1sliding gate
and all joining pins/stakes included. Our system will
safely hold 45 full grown cattle (approx.)
The system is easy to move and erect where
required and can be easily modified to suit your

« Total 200-feet of penning

OPTION 2

16 foot sheeted race, 2 way shedding gate,
galvanised gate, race joiner. 100 foot of penning,
will comfortably hold 200-250 fully grown sheep,
£2,450 + VAT.

| can sell 10’ wide x 5" high available in packs of 10.

ALL EQUIPMENT FULL
GRANT APPROVED

ws

MAIN FEATURES:
« Made from high-tensile steel

All hurdles are 6 railed x 1.75m high

« Afunnel is incorporated into the race-way

« All hot-dipped galvanised finish

+ 3000mm (3m) long

+ 20-feet race

. 60-feet holding pen. Includes all joining pins/

stakes

NATIONWIDE

& i\z‘.ﬁ'b
Qir Waltey
SCOLL .-
(] - e

\[llll .‘illl.;\ “
The beautiful south...

Celebrating the Borders and Dumfries & Galloway...
250 years of Sir Walter Scott... An Earlston garden...
Delving into rockpools... Driving the SW(C30c...

requirements. Also ideal for TB testing and the
cattle sliding gate gives full control of the livestock
from outside the race and stops the race from

spreading out.

PARTS LIST:

« 1xsliding gate

+ 10 x 3m (6 railed) cattle hurdles
+ 12 x joining pins/stakes

DELIVERY

£100 + VAT ON
ALL ORDERS OVER
£1500 PLUS VAT.

Filidh Barbour... Nick Nairn’s new restaurant...
Scotland’s best street food recipes...




S&S SERVICES

Br | NO1 DEALER ISU2U

=8  SUMMER OF SPECIAL OFFERS &

FROM S&S SERVICES —
FROM DEPOSIT CONTRIBUTIONS T0 50/50

SUMMER SUV SAVINGS |

SAVE % £3,000°

WHEN YOU BUY AN AWD SUBARU SuUvV

AVAILABLE ON SELECTED OUTBACK, FORESTER & XV MODELS

'//“ {
& "“3-"\\ —

\n )

S&S Services, Heathfield, Ayr Tel: 01292 880080 or John Spicer: 07831 808702
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suzum DRES0SE )

N\ 2015-64 plate. First regd.

‘| 06/16 OZ bike. Good condition.
201 tank, new seat, plex valves,
chain, sprocket, tyres. Zumo
5951 (2018). Soft panniers and
k1 upgrade bits. Fresh MOT,
plus spares.

£5,600 ono

Looking for motorhome
or caravan.
First time buyers.
Any make or condition
considered.

Tel: 07537 840381

~

4-BERTH MOTORHOME

AutoTrail Apache 634
Hi-Line

2017 25k mls

Omnistor awning
Excellent condition inside
and out

Oban area

£46,995 o.n.o.

Tel: 07768 280010

WANTED
4x4 VEHICLES

Landrover, Toyota, Isuzu, All single and
double cab pickups. Any age or condition

considered. Also buying motorhome and
caravans. Immediate payment and collection

Please call or WhatsApp James on
07789 138028/ 07487 548703
Email: wanted4x4s@gmail.com

West Coast

MOTORS

VW T4 VAN

WANTED

If you have a second-hand
estate car for sale,

please let Sandy
know via 07787964566 or
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

ENTERPRISE LEACOCKLEBOAT

Enterprise lea cockle
boat, (Thames estuary)
for sale. Built 1905.

All wood. Gaff cutter.
Ford engine. Sadly |
am getting too old to
manage. More details
look on Apolo Duck.

£2500 to an
enthusiast

Tel: 07788976620

\

% V .G. condition
1 95000 miles
M.O.T. Feb. 2022
: Full service record
iy Ready to go

/ £6000

Tel 07786847114 mobile 01397772348 landline

CLASSIC 220 MERCEDES BENZAVANTGARDE SESALOON

> Automatic 2006 diesel in very
4 good condition and lower than
£ average mileage particularly
inrecent years. Only five
hundred miles since last MOT
(due November). Clean reliable
well-kept luxury car. Can be
seen in central Campbeltown

" 51250

Tel: 07785 542811

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

Caravanettes and camper vans, all
makes and models considered. Also
touring caravans and statics, instant

decision, same day payment.

Social distancing measures in place.

Contact William 07730 130284
email wimotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED

All touring caravans and
motor homes, campers
etc, high mileage, MOT

failures or damp, all
considered, any make or
model, will travel.

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED

All types of 4-wheel drive
vehicles & pickups, Landrovers,
Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford and
MOT failures, non-runners, etc.
Will travel and collect.

T: 07546 788945

WANTED 4X4

All types of 4x4’s,
Landrover Toyota, Nissan etc.
We also buy MQOT failures and

accident damage vehicles.
Anything considered.

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

NEW
CAR
INDEX

0y

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street
Tel.01499 302150
Lochgilphead Highbank Park
01546 606767/ 606272

Q)

ISUZ2U

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, Heathfield, Ayr
01292 880080 01292 880440

<

Great Wall

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, Heathfield, Ayr
01292 880080 01292 880440

SUBARU.

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, Heathfield, Ayr
01292 880080 01292 880440
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Meet the ALL NEW SUBARU OUTBACK &

SUBARU

SUPERB FEATURES
FITTED AS STANDARD

» Subaru Boxer engine
(2.5 litre petrol)

« Permanent Symmetrical
All-Wheel Drive

- EyeSight Driver Assist U - = | T
technology — \ —_ . . )

» X-Mode with Hill Descent Control == \ " 2l

- Rear Vehicle Detection - Blind
Spot Monitoring, Lane Change
Assist and Rear Cross Traffic Alert =

» Front grille and side view camera
- Reversing camera
And many more...

Autosales Subaru and Isuzu

Autosales Subaru‘ Tel: 01575 572404 Email: info@autosales.uk.net

CASE CK62 AND 3 BUCKETS FOR SALE w A N T E D w A N T E D 4x4s
' f For immediate cash payment and free F o R CA S H

' £5700 ONO collection.
A All types of of 4x4 vehicles, double cab

& single cabs pickups. Shogun landrover
defenders, Isuzu, Landcruiser, Navara,
L200 Toyota Hilux, Discovery, any vehicle
considered old or new. Any condition

Tel: 07721 727690 running or not. High miles, rotten chassis,
\ or over heating top. so any condition.

Price paid without any hassle we also
buy motorhomes touring caravans and

Find us on commercial vans and trucks.
Face bOOk Tel 07703490572 or email WANTED ALL 4X4'S
www.facebook.com/obantimes balgowa:;lwd@gmail.com & COMMERCIAL
ask for Robert VEHICLES

We buy for retail, breaking and export so
no matter the age or condition we can

WANTED

All types of motor homes and caravanettes. Any age or condition.

make a cash offer. Young or old, all makes

and models, engine problems, farm used,
accident damaged, mot failures etc.

We also buy water damaged or in need of repair. Also all types of

touring caravans from 95 onwards. We do not dispose.

T: 07885 203020 Email: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WON'T BE BEATEN ON PRICE,
FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

TEL: 07789 855381
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PRESS RELEASE

SUBARU Names New Its
All-Electric SUV SOLTERRA

!"'

The first global electric
vehicle for the brand aiming
at coexistence with nature

SOLTERRA is Subaru’s all-new, all-
electric C-segment-class SUV and it will
be the first Subaru vehicle to be built
on the battery electric vehicle (BEV)
dedicated e-Subaru Global Platform.

The e-Subaru Global platform, which
has been jointly-developed by Subaru
and Toyota, enables the roll-out of
various types of EVs efficiently by
combining multiple modules and
components, such as the front, centre
and rear of a vehicle. While the two
companies have brought together their
knowledge to create a completely new
platform, Subaru has aimed to realise
superior passive safety and vehicle
stability, which Subaru has always been
pursuing, also in this BEV dedicated
platform.

Not only the platform, the SUV
SOLTERRA has also been jointly-

developed by Subaru and Toyota,
range of

and wide collaboration

includes product planning, design
and performance evaluation. In this
development, the two companies
combine their respective strengths,
such as Subaru’s long-accumulated
all-wheel-drive technology and Toyota’s
outstanding  vehicle electrification
technology, to create a new SUV with
attributes that only an all- electric

vehicle can offer. The name SOLTERRA
was created by joining the word SOL
and TERRA, the Latin words for
the Sun and the Earth respectively.
Subaru gave this name to the EV to
appreciate mother nature and further
advance the form of coexistence with
it, together with our customers, and
to represent its commitment to deliver

traditional Subaru SUV’s go-anywhere
capabilities in an all-electric vehicle.

SOLTERRA will be joining the line of
SUBARU SUVs, ASCENT, OUTBACK,
FORESTER and SUBARU XV and
go on sale by the middle of 2022 in
markets including Japan, the United
States, Canada, Europe and China.
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TRAILS

THE NEW APP FROM
ASK & STILL MAGAZINE

#ScottishWhiskyTrail
START EXPLORING!

DOWNLOAD OUR FREE APP TODAY

[ciagigsl]

. ¥ Google Play




¥
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SCOTTISH FIELD

Challenge

21 YEARS

Book your spot at our 21st Whisky
Awards ceremony to find out the top
drams of the year.

EACH TICKET INCLUDES:

- Glass of Prosecco on arrival.
- Three-course meal at the Sheraton Grand

Hotel, Edinburgh.
- Half bottle of wine per person.
- A Scottish Field Whisky Awards Magazine
and whisky miniatures.
- The chance to sample 2021’s winning
whiskies at tasting stations (winning

whiskies ranging in price from £40 to £700).

29 OCTOBER 2021
7pm arrival
Dress code: Smart casual

INDIVIDUAL TICKET £96
TABLE OF 10 £900

Last 140 tickets remaining!

Last chance to get your ticket
30 September 2021

TO PURCHASE TICKETS VISIT?
beautifultickets.com/events/scottish-field-whisky-awards-21st-anniversary

*You must be 18 or over to attend the event.
For more information contact jboyle@scottishfield.co.uk

SPONSORED BY ;.-:1-,_‘ DRINKS SPONSORED BY

BRUCE ' — EDINBURGH "¢ 'gS ; SHEF\TXTON WOODWINTERS
STEVENSON ’ E \X/A WHISKY ACADEMY m MA% GRAND wines and whiskies

Hotel & Spa Edinburgh
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RECRUITMENT

Inverlochy
Castle

We are recruiting
Waiter

MACLEOD

Career opportunities
JOINERS - DUNBEG

The construction industry’s an exciting place
to be right now. Due to expansion we are
looking to recruit joiners on our Dunbeg site.

CONSTRUCTION LIMITED

Etive House Care Home is looking to recruit for
the following positions on a permanent basis.

Etive House
CARE HOME Located in the beautiful village of Benderloch
ﬁ by Oban, we offer small group living

accommodation for up to 62 residents. This home offers exemplary standards of
residential, dementia and respite care.
We are an incredibly friendly and welcoming care team, with a relaxed

We want to hear from you.

CALLING ALL TRADES
MID ARGYLL & OBAN

Housekeeping Team
Day Porter
Night Porter

Kitchen Porters to be right now.

Part time and full time available, excellent tips,
staff transport and a ‘Introduce a Friend’ bonus.
Minimum age is 16, except the Night Porter
which is 21.

We want to hear from you.
What we can offer you?

For more information and to apply visit:
www.hijobs.net/ and search ‘Inverlochy Castle’

Find out more about us at

www.inverlochycastlehotel.com develop communities across Argyll.

Call us on 01546 602989.

0 &cH

The Construction Industry’s an exciting place

Due to expansion, we are currently looking to
recruit all trades people, in particular skilled
labourers, bricklayers and joiners.

A competitive salary. Access to training and
development to further your career with us. A
workplace where no day is the same and you will
get to see and work on projects that are helping

Send C.V to jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk

atmosphere created within the home.

SENIOR CARE ASSISTANT
* £11.00 per hour. ¢ Pension. * Free parking. ¢ Uniform provided. « ‘WELCOME
BONUS’ OF £250 » Travel expenses covered for anyone out with Benderloch
Qualifications/Experience * SVQ Level 3 (Health & Social Care) ¢ Vast experience
working as a Care Assistant / Currently working as a Senior Care Assistant
* Previous experience working with the elderly or a genuine interest in working
in this area.

CARE ASSISTANT

* £10.00 per hour. * Pension. ¢ Free parking. * Uniform provided. « ‘WELCOME
BONUS’ OF £250 « Travel expenses covered for anyone out with Benderloch
Previous experience working in care is not required, as full training and support
shall be given to any successful candidate looking for a career in care.

HOUSEKEEPING/LAUNDRY ASSISTANTS
22.5 hour & 30 hour contracts available

Please call or email your CV to admin@etivehousecare.com.
We aim to reply to all applications within 48 hours.

JOIN OUR TEAM

STEER YOUR CAREER IN A NEW DIRECTION

Please visit our website & EI
westcoastmotorscareers.co.uk to see all available >
vacancies where you can apply online. e C"" i
Or you can email your CV and covering letter to m
recruitment@westcoastmotors.co.uk

Alternatively, please call 01586 552319 for further information. SCAN ME

(=1

£10.50
PER HOUR

(}\-EBRAT//VG
'IOO
2\

% 1921 2021

HOW DO | BECOME
A BUS DRIVER?

If you have a valid PCV licence and up-to-date Driver CPC Qualification we would
love to receive your application to join our team where we will arrange an inferview
and driving assessment.

If you are thinking of starting your career as a bus driver or possibly looking for

a career change, West Coast Motors can help you by offering free training up to
the value of £2,000*. To become a bus driver, we would support you through the
following process:

1. Obtain the provisional Category D on your Driving Licence (to do this
you will need to undertake a medical)

2. Once provisional returned we will book and pay for your theory test
(includes theory, hazard perception and module 2 Driver CPC)

3. Once theory test is passed, we will book and pay for your practical
training (includes module 4 Driver CPC) which is five days of practical
training with a driving test on the final day

4. Once practical test is passed, we will support you through further
training and route learning at your local depot with one of our
experienced professional drivers

Nest Coasyl/lotovs

bringing people together /since 1921
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North Argyll House Steven MacRaild
Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG Electrical Ltd
Currently recruiting for:
Senior Carer Have the following position available for a
Qualification; Nursing or SVQ level 3 in health Full time experienced
and social care essenti_al. £13.16 per hour Electrician/Electrician’s Mate
E £1coa£1e tl-\SgS1IOSt71nt h Clean driving licence essential
rom £10.21 to £10.75 per hour . : .
Experience not essential. Enhanced benefits. Pay negotiable depending on experience
SVQ training with college. For more info and to apply contact:
Housekeeping Assistant Email: info@stevenmacraild.co.uk
£9.68 per hour.

Revised pay rates

Full and part-time permanent positions. CRE/\R
Uniform provided, paid breaks and

pension scheme. WEDDINGS
For an application form Yy PART-TIME & FULL
contact 01631 562168 4 )

time positions.
Flexible working

Accommodation

F can be provided
o“rteen vears HOUSEKEEPING
= = s 10am - 4.30pm
n' [Ilg Ital a rc hlves Mon, Wed & Fri
Available to o

Oifigear Leasachaidh — Oigridh is Coimhearsnachd —
An t-Oban (pairt-tiine/0.5)

Tha Comunn na Gaidhlig (CnaG) airson dreuchd chudromach san sgioba leasachaidh
aca a lionadh. Tha an dreuchd sa mar phairt de sgioba eolach, cliiiteach is comasach
a tha ag obair gu maith na Gaidhlig le luchd-labhairt 6ga. Tha an obair a’ leantainn
gach cuid ann an compairt le sgoiltean is buidhnean eile, agus taobh a-muigh na
sgoiltean sa choimhearsnachd fhein. Bithidh cothrom aig an neach a tha seo leantainn
ris an obair a tha mu thrath steidhichte san sgire, a thuilleadh air na beachdan aca
fhein a chuir an sas.

Tha an dreuchd seo aig tuarastal tdiseachaidh £24,500 (obair lan tiine); £12,250
(obair pairt tiine/0.5) (Tha peinsean de 9% peinsean ann, air muin an tuarastal a
theid aontachadh).

’S ann airson bliadhna a-mhain a tha an dreuchd seo aig an ire-sa, ged a bhitheadh
sinn toilichte a shineadh a-mach seachad sin, a’ crochadh air maoin a bhith ann,
agus soirbheachas dearbhte.

Tha an dreuchd steidhichte anns a’ choimhearsnachd.

Gheibh sibh tuilleadh fiosrachaidh agus foirm tagraidh bho:
Mairi T NicDhomhnaill, CnaG, An Tosgan, Rathad Shiophort, Steornabhagh HS1 2DG
Fon: 01851 701802  Post-dealain: mairit@cnag.org
Feumaidh foirm tagraidh a bhith a-staigh ro 5.00f air 17mh Sultain 2021.

Tha Poileasaidh Co-ionnanachd Chothroman aig CnaG agus tha sinn a’ cur failte air iarrtas
bho gach roinn den choimhearsnachd.

Tha an dreuchd seo ga stéidheachadh le taic bho Bhord na Gaidhlig.

Bord na
Gaidhlig

WEDDING STAFF
Digital subcribhers 01880 770369
N 07720399937

hello@crear.co.uk
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PROPERTY

FOR SALE
Whisky Macs

Property Wanted

Close to the sea WANTE D

Can you help us ? Detached House close to
Sea wanted by Private married couple (60’s)

Campbeltown

wishing to re-locate and wind down.... If you have a two bedroom
Anything and any condition considered property to rent in or near

Location paramount, ideally 50 miles radius

of Oban from £300 to £600k. Oban, please let Sandy
Serious Cash buyers presently in rented know via 07787964566 or
accommodation and ready to go. . .
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Thankyou - Please call direct on
07710 303049

The owners are now retired and are offering
for sale this fully equipped property which
is ready to trade with the minimum outlay.

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES: Potential for up to 100 covers.

TELEPHONE: 01631 568000 Lines open: Mon to Thu 9am- 5pm, Fri 9am- 4pm For full details contact

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk mactaggart-property.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number. Telephone (01586) 552317.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
Repair of Clachan Bridge- Over the Seil of Sound

Notice is hereby given that Argyll and Bute Council
has applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish
Government, under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act
2010, in respect of new shellfish farm at:

Cost > £5,000 - < £50,000

Latitude
Clachan Bridge, 56° 19.067'N

Over the Seil of Sound 56° 19.066'N

Location Longitude
005° 34.982’'W

005° 34.978'W

56° 19.063'N 005° 34.979'W
56° 19.064'N 005° 34.983'W
56° 19.063'N 005° 34.957'W
56° 19.063'N 005° 34.953'W
56° 19.059°'N 005° 34.955’'W
56° 19.060'N 005° 34.958'W

(WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected
at: https://bit.ly/3zhNSje

Objections relating to safety of navigation in respect of the
application should be made by email to:
MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot within 28 days of the date
of this notice, quoting reference: 00009331 and Argyll and
Bute Council.

Fair Processing Notice

The Scottish Government’s Marine Scotland Licensing
Operations Team (MS-LOT) determine applications for
marine licences under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010
and the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009. During the
consultation process any person having an interest in the
outcome of the application may make representation to MS-
LOT. The representation may contain personal information,
for example a name or address. This representation will only
be used for the purpose of determining an application and
will be stored securely in the Scottish Government'’s official
corporate record. Representations will be shared with the
applicant and/or agent acting on behalf of the applicant,
any people or organisations that we consult in relation to
the application and, where necessary, be published online,
however personal information will be removed before
sharing or publishing.

A full privacy notice can be found at: http://www.gov.scot/
Topics/marine/Licensing/marine/PrivacyNotice. If you are
unable to access this, or you have any queries or concerns
about how your personal information will be handled,
contact MS-LOT at: ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot.

Argyll and Bute Council

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES
TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER - ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL
(DISABLED STREET PARKING - BUTE & COWAL) (VARIATION)
(NO.3) ORDER 202_

Argyll and Bute Council proposes to make an amendment to an existing
Order in accordance with the introduction of the Disabled Persons'
Parking Places (Scotland) Act 2009 and the Road Traffic Regulation

Act 1984. The Order will introduce new disabled bays within Oban. The
effect of the order will be to make it an offence for anyone to park in
the marked disabled persons' parking places unless they are the holder
of a valid blue badge and are using it in accordance with the terms of
the national blue badge legislation.

This order affects the following streets in DUNOON - Ardenslate Road;
Argyll Terrace; Clyde Street; Kirk Street; Marine Parade; Miller Avenue
(INELLEAN); Shore Road (INNELLAN); Shore Road; Victoria Road; Royal
Crescent; ARDBEG - Ardberg Road (A844); ROTHESAY - Columnshill
Terrace; Mount Stuart Road.

Full details of these proposals, which form the proposed “Argyll and
Bute Council (Disabled Street Parking - Bute & Cowal) (Variation) (No.3)
Order 202_" together with Plans, and a Statement of Reasons for
proposing to make this Traffic Regulation Order, can be inspected by
logging on to the Council's website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/trafficorders
or viewed during normal office hours at the following locations:

e Post Office: 1-1A Watergate, Rothesay, Isle of Bute. PA20 9AB

e Post Office: Queen Street, Dunoon. PA23 8AX

® Post Office: 43 Shore Road, Innellan, Dunoon. PA23 7TJ

Any person wishing to object to the proposals should send details

of the grounds for objection in writing providing their full name and
address, to Head of Legal and Regulatory Support, Argyll and Bute
Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT or by emailing
TRO-Objections@argyll-bute.gov.uk by 27th September 2021. Letters
of objection will be replied to after the closing date of the period for
objections.

Jim Smith, Head of Roads and Infrastructure
Services, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RD
To find out more about living and working in
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Comhairle Earra — Ghaidheal agus Bhoid
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CROFTING
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING
APPLICATION

1. Mansefield J G Limited, 4
Port Ellen

Whole croft, site for a
housing development
(111095)

Comments  from  any
member of the crofting
community  within  the
locality of the croft and any
expressions of demand for
the croft (which may be
made public), may be sent
to the Crofting Commission
by 29/09/21 at info@
crofting.gov.scot / Crofting
Commission, Great Glen
House, Leachkin Road,
Inverness IV3 8NW.

DECROFTING

DIRECTION ISSUED
1. S A Campbell, 12
Anaheilt
0.087 ha, Existing house
site, Fencing conditions
(105543)
Full  details at www.
crofting.scotland.gov.uk

Argyll and Bute Council
PLANNING

The applications listed below together with the plans and other
documents submitted with them may be viewed electronically through
Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

Having regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland)
Act 2020, documents are only available to inspect electronically

at this time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by
e-mail: planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION
20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address

21/01212/PP  Erection of dwellinghouse and ~ Former Pine Cottage,
outbuilding, installation of sewage Kilchrenan, Taynuilt,
treatment plant and upgrading of Argyll And Bute,
existing vehicular access PA35 1HE

21/01525/LIB Internal and external alterations 108 George Street,
including replacement of door ~ Oban, Argyll And Bute,
with window to rear elevation, PA34 5NT
formation of w.c. facilities, remove
and replace stud-partitions

21/01503/PP  Erection of dwellinghouse and
installation of septic tank

Garden Ground Of 1
Salum, Ruaig, Isle Of
Tiree, Argyll And Bute,
PA77 6TR

Written comments can be submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-
applications or to Argyll and Bute Council, Development Management,
Kilmory Castle, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT within 21 days of this
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any
letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public
document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or
marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly
list of all applications can be viewed on the Councils website.
Customers are requested to use electronic communication where
possible during the coronavirus pandemic as our ability to process

postal mail is restricted.
Argyll

To find out more about living and working in

Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk @B]Ute
Combhairle Earra — Ghaidheal agus Bhoid COUNCIL

Find us on

Facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

First Registration

of a Croft
G Borthwick has
registered the
croft, ‘Tigh Liza’,

Ardnamurchan and
Sunart, on the Crofting
Register held by
Registers of Scotland.
Any person wishing to
challenge registration
may apply to the
Scottish Land Court
by April 2022. Details
of registration of Croft
C7796 can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/
register/home.

www.highland.gov.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

”"I'hc Highland
Council
M.‘nmhairlu na

Gaidhealtachd

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be examined
online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk. Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details
below within the time period indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation about this
proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of
representations in respect of this proposal.
Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description
21/03436/FUL Land 15M NE of Glenuig Community Siting of temporary structure for use as a
Shop, visitor centre (Renewal of 16/03570/FUL)
Glenuig
21/03659/FUL Saltbarns, Glenuig, Lochailort, PH38 Erection of house with annex unit for family
4NB use
21/03810/FUL East Park Lodge, Roy Bridge, PH31 Conversion of former office/store building
4AG to provide accommodation annexe to East
Park Lodge
21/03842/FUL 11 Clovullin, Ardgour, Fort William, Siting of 2 pods for holiday letting purposes
PH33 7AB and erection of polycrub
21/03899/FUL Lundy Cottage, Torlundy, Fort William,  Proposed change of use and extension to
PH33 6SW form staff accommodation
21/03902/LBC Mallaig Railway Station, Station Road, ~ Works include the installation of new loT
Mallaig equipment (antenna, gateway box and
associated cables etc) and new building
penetration to allow for waiting room WIFI
21/03975/FUL Land 45M North of Island View, Erection of house
Glenfinnan
21/04016/FUL Alt-Mhor, 9 Bracara, Morar, Mallaig, Erection of house
PH40 4PE
Time period for comments from the date of this notice is 14 days, apart from 21/03902/LBC which is 21 days.
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS V3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Argyll and Bute Council
DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE

(VARIOUS ROADS, MULL) (MULL RALLY)

(TEMPORARY TRAFFIC REGULATION) ORDER 2021

On Tuesday the 17th of August 2021, Argyll and Bute Council in
exercise of the powers conferred on them by Section 16(A) of the
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 as amended, and of all other powers
enabling them to do so, being satisfied that traffic on the lengths of
road specified in the Schedule hereto should be prohibited or restricted
for the purpose of facilitating the holding of a race or trials of speed
between motor vehicles on public roads within the Mull area, and that
it is not reasonably practical for the event to be held otherwise than
on a road, and having had regard to the safety and convenience of
alternative routes suitable for traffic which will be affected by this
Order and following the making of a Motor Sport Order under the
Motor Sport on Public Roads (Scotland) Regulations 2019, made the
above named Order.

The restrictions imposed by this Order, which will come into force at
the times detailed in the Schedule below will be effective on the 8th,
9th and 10th October 2021. When the Order comes into effect no
person shall be able to drive or cause or permit to be driven any
vehicle; or permit any vehicle to wait or to be parked; or ride, or cause
or permit to be ridden any cycle, or ride, lead or drive any animal; or
walk, along those lengths of road (including the footways and verges)
as detailed in the Schedule. Exceptions shall apply (under strict control)
to any vehicle which is a) being driven upon the direction or with the
permission of a police officer in uniform or the event organisers; and
b) an emergency services vehicle whilst attending an emergency.

SCHEDULE - ROAD CLOSURES/PROHIBITION OF WAITING
Section of road to be closed Times and dates of closures
in Mull in October 2021

Unclassified Road No.12 -
Kilpatrick Road
The entire length. From 07:30 hours until

13:30 hours on the 8th

B8073 Tobermory - Calgary -

Gruline Road

a. From its junction with the A848
at Rockfield Terrace, Tobermory to
the junction with Kilmore Terrace
(No.U056) at Dervaig.

From 18:08 hours until

23:38 hours on the 8th

From 1211 hours until

17:41 hours on the 9th

From 23:52 hours on the 9th

until 05:22 hours on the 10th
From 22:08 hours on the 8th

until 03:38 hours on the 9th

From 12:28 hours until

1758 hours on the 9th

From 20:38 hours on the 9th

until 02:08 hours on the 10th
From 18:29 hours until

23:59 hours on the 8th

From 20:38 hours on the 9th

until 02:08 hours on the 10th
From 22:08 hours on the 8th

until 03:38 hours on the 9th

b. From its junction at Dervaig with
the Dervaig - Torloisk Road (C45)
via Calgary to its junction with the
C45 at Torloisk.

c. From its junction with the
Dervaig - Torloisk Road (C45) at
Torloisk to its junction with the
B8035 at Gruline cross-roads.

d. From its junction with the C46
Dervaig - Aros Bridge Road to its
junction with the C45 Dervaig -
Torloisk Road.

e. From its junction with the C46
Dervaig - Aros Bridge Road to its
junction with Kilmore Terrace
(U056) at Dervaig.

B8035 Salen - Gruline - Kinloch Road
a. From a point 200 yards north west
of Knock Farm near the head of
Loch Na Keal to its junction with

U076 Balmeanach Road.

From 23:52 hours on the 9th
until 05:22 hours on the 10th

From 21:39 hours on the 8th
until 03:09 hours on the 9th
From 11:09 hours until

16:39 hours on the 9th

From 21:14 hours on the 9th
until 02:44 hours on the 10th
From 21:15 on the 8th until
02:45 hours on the 9th

From 10:46 hours until

16:16 hours on the 9th

From 21:38 on the 9th until
03:08 hours on the 10th
From 18:29 hours until

23:59 hours on the 8th

From 12:42 hours until

18:12 hours on the 9th

From 22:08 hours on the 8th
until 03:38 hours on the 9th
From 23:52 hours on the 9th
until 05:22 hours on the 10th
The Order is available for viewing on the Council's website at
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/trafficorders

Roads and Infrastructure Services, 1A Manse Brae,
Lochgilphead, PA31 8RD

To find out more about living and working

in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Combhairle Earra — Ghaidheal agus Bhoid

b. From a point 0.5 miles northwest
of Balevulin to its junction with
the A849 at Kinloch.

C45 Dervaig - Torloisk Road
The entire length.

C46 Dervaig - Aros Bridge
The entire length.

Argyll

&Bute

COUNCIL |

Proposed Assignation of
a Croft

Duncan MacSporran
MacLean is applying to
assign the tenancy of the
croft at 210 Acharacle,
Hillfoot, Ardnamurchan
& Sunart to Peter Grace,
Hillfoot, Acharacle, PH36
4JL

Written comments from
those with a relevant
interest (which may be
made public) to: Crofting
Commission, Leachkin
Road, Inverness, IV3 8NW,
info@crofting.scotland.
gov.uk by 30th September
2021
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Argyll and Bute Council

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES
TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER - ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL
(DISABLED STREET PARKING - MID ARGYLL, KINTYRE AND ISLAY)
(VARIATION) (NO.3) ORDER 202_

Argyll and Bute Council proposes to make an amendment to an existing
Order in accordance with the introduction of the Disabled Persons'
Parking Places (Scotland) Act 2009 and the Road Traffic Regulation
Act 1984. The Order will introduce new disabled bays within Oban.
The effect of the order will be to make it an offence for anyone to
park in the marked disabled persons' parking places unless they are
the holder of a valid blue badge and are using it in accordance with
the terms of the national blue badge legislation.

This order affects the following streets in ARDRISHAIG - Brae Road;
BOWMORE - High Street; CAMPBELTOWN - Dalaruan Street; Davaar
Avenue; Fisher Row; Ralston Road; Smith Drive CARRADALE - Glenfyne
Terrace DRUMLEMBLE - Rhudal Cottages LOCHGILPHEAD - Brodie
Crescent; Coronation Terrace (on Oban Road) STEWARTON - Burnside
Cottage; TARBERT - Kintyre Street;

Full details of these proposals, which form the proposed “Argyll and
Bute Council (Disabled Street Parking - Mid Argyll, Kintyre and Islay)
(Variation) (No.3) Order 202_" together with Plans, and a Statement

of Reasons for proposing to make this Traffic Regulation Order, can

be inspected by logging on to the Council's website at
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/trafficorders.

Any person wishing to object to the proposals should send details

of the grounds for objection in writing providing their full name and
address, to Head of Legal and Regulatory Support, Argyll and Bute
Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT or by emailing
TRO-Objections@argyll-bute.gov.uk by 27th September 2021. Letters
of objection will be replied to after the closing date of the period

for objections.

Jim Smith, Head of Roads and Infrastructure Services,
1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RD

To find out more about living and working in
Argyll & Bute visit us at:

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Combhairle Earra — Ghaidheal agus Bhoid
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Argyll and Bute Council

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES
TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER - ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL
(DISABLED STREET PARKING - OBAN, LORN & THE ISLES)
(VARIATION) (NO.4) ORDER 202_

Argyll and Bute Council proposes to make an amendment to an existing
Order in accordance with the introduction of the Disabled Persons'
Parking Places (Scotland) Act 2009 and the Road Traffic Regulation
Act 1984. The Order will introduce new disabled bays within Oban.
The effect of the order will be to make it an offence for anyone to
park in the marked disabled persons' parking places unless they are
the holder of a valid blue badge and are using it in accordance with
the terms of the national blue badge legislation.

This order affects the following streets in DUNBEG - Lorn Road;
OBAN - Breadalbane Street; Colonsay Terrace; Croft Avenue; Miller
Street; Lonsdale Crescent; Sinclair Drive; and MULL - Portmore Place
(Main Street).

Full details of these proposals, which form the proposed "Argyll

and Bute Council (Disabled Street Parking - Oban, Lorn & the Isles)
(Variation) (No.4) Order 202_", together with Plans, and a Statement
of Reasons for proposing to make this Traffic Regulation Order, can
be inspected by logging on to the Council's website at
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/trafficorders.

Any person wishing to object to the proposals should send details

of the grounds for objection in writing providing their full name and
address, to Head of Legal and Regulatory Support, Argyll and Bute
Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT or by emailing
TRO-Objections@argyll-bute.gov.uk by 27th September 2021. Letters
of objection will be replied to after the closing date of the period

for objections.

Jim Smith, Head of Roads and Infrastructure Services,
1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RD

To find out more about living and working in
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Combhairle Earra — Ghaidheal agus Bhoid
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read the regional press
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DAILY SERVICE OBAN - GLASGOW
MULL, COLL, TIREE, COLONSAY, ISLAY
Building on 30 years of Service Excellence
Tel: 01631 562655 emai: dwoban@gmail.com

Units 2/3 Crannog Lane, Lochavullin,OBAN PA34 4HB

Covid precautions in place

' PLUMBING

For all your bathroom, plumbing
and heating needs

7e Glengallan Road | Oban | PA34 4HG
Tel: 01631 567640 | Fax: 01631 569808

f facebook.com/cityplumbingsupplies :'- twitter.com/cityplumbingsupplies
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DEATHS

DUFFY - Suddenly and doing
what he loved, on August
15, 2021, aged 82 years,
John Duffy, a dear brother,
devoted uncle and passionate
angler!

HORNE - Peacefully, at Lorn
and Islands Hospital, Oban
on August 21, 2021, aged
76 years, Sandra Margaret
Horne, a dear sister-in-law
and aunt. Sandra will be
sorely missed by all who
know her. A funeral service
will take place at St. John the
Episcopal Cathedral, Oban
on Monday, September 6, at
10.00 am. Family flowers only
please. Donations in lieu of
flowers, can be sent directly
to The Oban Hospice, in
memory of Sandra.

KENNEDY - John, loving
husband of Rita, father
of Stuart and John, and
grandfather of Robyn, Elona
and Angus, passed away
peacefully on  Thursday,
August 26, 2021, surrounded
by family. The funeral service
will take place at Our Lady
and StMun’s Church, Dunoon
(today) Thursday, September
2, at 1lam. Donations can be
made in memory of John to
Alzheimer’s Scotland.

MACINTOSH - At home
in Katikati, Bay of Plenty,
New Zealand on August
23, 2021, Neil, a dear uncle,
brother-in-law and cousin.
Last surviving son of the late
John and Sarah MacIntosh
formerly of 7 Croft Avenue,
Oban.

MACKINNON - Philip.
Suddenly, with friends, on
Sunday August 29, 2021. Much
loved husband of Caroline
(Johnston) and father of Cara
and Michael. Sorely missed by
many.

REFFIN - Margaret (Maggie),
peacefully at Lorn and Islands
Hospital on August 28, 2021,
beloved wife of Joseph, much
loved Mum of Donna and
Allan and mother-in-law of
George, a dear sister, aunt and
friend. Will be sadly missed.

SINCLAIR - Peacefully at
home on Tuesday, August
31, 2021 aged 77 years, Peter
Alexander Sinclair. Beloved
husband of Rosie, much loved
dad, father-in-law, grampa and
great-grampa, brother, uncle
and friend to many. Will be
sorely missed.

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

- KY 2

b, @

N 4

Peter

Amanda

Over 86 yrs of Funeral Experience from our Compassionate Team

Established 1923. Quality Funeral Care in Lochaber
Welcoming Function Rooms for Memorial Gatherings
Flexible Viewing Times for Families & Friends
Burial and Cremation Services. All Faiths & Celebrant
Direct Cremation with Unique Memorial Service Option
Other Services Include: The Lochaber Funeral Plan - Peace of Mind
for the Future. Headstone Design & Renovation. Bereavement Care.

ety

DUDLEY ROAD, FORT WILLIAM PH33 6JB

 § ‘92;} 01397 702128 (24 HRS) WWW.MCLELLANFUNERALS.CO.UK ‘

- QUALITY CARE SINCE 1923

’
/4
MANSON @9 MACBEATH

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Choser for
&M 66’!/&6/. .

Tel (24 hour): 01397 701110
Inverlochy, Fort William, PH33 6NB

Your Leading & Only Locally Owned Funeral Directors in Lochaber

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

GRAHAM - Elaine and Fay
would like to thank everyone
for the cards, flowers, phone
calls and messages on the
loss of our beloved Mum,
Mary. Thank you to family for
spending time with Mum in her
last days, thanks to Dawn and
Aileen for just being you and
for being there for us. Thanks
to Catriona Banks (social
work) for checking in on us
and for everything you did for
Mum. A big thank you to my
lovely neighbours, especially
Ann and Peter. Ian Maclnnes
your kindness and compassion
knows no bounds. Thanks to
Fr James for always being there
and to Lynette from Petals
for the beautiful flowers. The
people that hold a very special
place in our hearts are Oban
and Taynuilt district nurses,
Gaynor, Frances, Maree,
Catherine and Pam for looking
after Mum with such care as if
she was their own. Thank you
from the bottom of our hearts.
Rest in Peace Mum, you are
back with Dad again xxx

MACDONALD - Maureen
would like to thank most
sincerely relatives, friends and
neighbours for all the cards,
flowers, home baking and
support in the sudden loss of
her fiancé Colin. Thank you to
the medical staff at the Belford
Hospital, Father David Connor,
Deacon Wynne, Kevin for the
music, McDonald Brothers and
Alastair and Sandra for the
catering. To McLellan Funeral

Directors whose support and
guidance was a great help to
Maureen. Also all who attended
the service at St. Mary’s Church
and cremation in Inverness.

MEMORIAMS

CLARK - Mary. Precious
memories of my aunt Mary,
who died on August 19, 2018,
beloved sister of the late
Alasdair, Effie and Tommy and
loving aunt of Mary.

“We cannot bring the old days
back,

When we were all together,

But memories keep you close
to us,

And memories last forever.”

- From Mary and Bobby.
FORRESTER - Cherished
memories of Jim, dearly

beloved husband of Joan,
father, father-in-law  and
grandfather, who died on
September 2, 2002.

Forever in our thoughts.

- Joan and family, Uddingston
and High Wycombe.
GROUNDWATER - Precious
memories of John, aloving son
and brother, died September 5,
2020.

Gone too soon.

- Dad and Fiona.

MACCOLL - Angus,
September 3, 2017, always in
our thoughts, deeply loved and
so sorely missed, and Donnie,
August 1, 2017, forever in our
hearts.

- The MacColl family.

MACDONALD - In loving
memory of Lena, who passed
away September 1, 2001.

Always remembered by her
family.

- Husband Ian, her three sons
John, Donald and Kenneth, ten
grandchildren and five great-

grandchildren. Loved and
cherished forever xxxxx
MACGILLIVRAY - Linda,

December 19, 1955 - September
1,2019.

The love we shared I can not
hide,

Your trust and strength right
by my side,

You shared with me your
gracious soul,

Fulfilling me to make me
whole,

My precious love I miss you so,

Though my heart still feels your
loving glow.

- Dochie.
MACINNES -  Treasured
memories of my dearest

husband Joe, our much loved
Da, Grandad and Great-
Grandad, who passed away on
September 3, 2019.

Close to our hearts you'll
always stay,

Loved and remembered every
day.

Our Lady of Fatima pray for
him.

- Katie and family,
William and Durham.

Fort
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Oban wins PoppyScotiand
learning competition

Poppyscotland has announced
that Oban High School is one
of four winners of its popular
annual Learning Competition.

The passing of Remembrance
legacy from generation to gen-
eration is as important now as
it even has been.

With the Covid-19 pandemic
putting a halt to traditional
fundraising efforts last year,
Poppyscotland reached out to
young people across the coun-
try for help.

The competition, entitled
Fundraising Heroes! was open
to P4-S3 (ages nine to 14)
pupils, and asked students to
devise new ways to support
the Scottish Poppy Appeal
by submitting their most
innovative or most sustainable
fundraising ideas, as well their
best fundraising-in-action
photographs. The entries were
whittled down to a shortlist of
14 schools and, after six weeks
of online voting and with 3,200
votes cast, the winners have
now been announced.

Two groups of S1 and S2
pupils from Oban High
School have been crowned the
winners for Most Innovative
Fundraising Idea and Most
Sustainable Fundraising Idea
having created Poppy masks
and tapestries with matching
stationary.

Ruby, Victoria, Jessica and
Mirren were over the moon

Back, Peter Bain, Alison McFarlane, teacher of histry and modern studies; Kerry Crichton,
deputy head of learning, Poppyscotland. Front left, Ruby S3; Jessica S2; Mirren S2; Victoria S3.

when they found out their idea
had won, saying: ‘We couldn’t
believe it, it’s such a great feel-
ing to have won but also to have
supported such a worthy cause.
The competition taught us so
much about the importance of
Remembrance and how young
people like us can help keep the
legacy of the men and women
that served alive.

Head teacher Peter Bain
added: ‘A big congratulations
to our competition winners
who all produced wonderfully
creative, usable and eco-friend-
ly product designs which
demonstrate the innovative
and sustainable ways young
people can show their support
for Poppyscotland.’

The Oban High School
pupils were presented with
their awards at a prize-giving
event on Wednesday August
25. As the school won in two
categories, they received a
£1,000 Amazon gift card that
will be used towards pur-
chasing items to enhance the
pupils future learning around
Remembrance and fundraising
experiences. On top of this, the
Poppyscotland travelling class-
room, Bud, was pitched for two
days at the school where pupils
visited the micro-museum and
interactive learning experience.

Gordon Michie, head of
fundraising and learning
at Poppyscotland said: ‘As

with previous Poppyscotland

Learning competitions the
standard of entries was ex-
ceptionally high this year. The
other judges and I were both
moved and enlightened by the
quality of the submissions, and
we were particularly impressed
to see how innovative the young
people had been in the face of
very difficult circumstances
last year.

‘We’d like to thank all those
that submitted entries, and a
huge congratulations to Oban
High School for developing in-
spiring and thought-provoking
fundraising initiatives that will
allow us to continue providing
life-changing support to the
Armed Forces community and
their families.’

HEALTHY OPTIONS

The law of least
effort

Different continents are differ-
ent shapes...stay with me.

Europe, The Middle East and
Asia form a more east to west
block of land than the very
much north to south block of
the Americas.

This led to a very distinct
difference in the spread of
agriculture across these land
masses. Farmers in Europe,
Middle East and Asia domes-
ticated various crops and then
found it relatively easy to grow
the same crops in similar cli-
mates with similar rainfall and
sunshine by moving sideways
around the globe.

Obviously this spread was
more difficult when you are
trying to spread crops in a
more northerly  direction
within the Americas as you
encounter much colder and
harsher conditions. Basically
it takes more effort to find
alternative crops or develop
new growing strategies and
so the spread of agriculture
was much more stunted in this
continent.

We refer to this as the law of
least effort.

We often think that it takes a
huge level of motivation to start
new healthy lifestyle habits but
actually our real motivation is
to be lazy and follow the path
of most convenience.

Just look at any activity
which takes up large periods
of your time and you’ll see that
it has been engineered to be
as easy as possible. Scrolling
through social media on your

phone, browsing the internet
or watching TV are perfect
examples of activities which
require very little effort.
Unfortunately they also burn
very few calories and play a
huge role in our current obesi-
ty epidemic.

So why not use the very
same law of least effort to our
advantage when starting a new
lifestyle habit?

From a standing start with
no experience it takes a huge
effort to start running 5K a
day. When motivation is high
over the first few days we may
complete this goal but as ener-
gy wains the effort required to
maintain such a high expecta-
tion can be overwhelming.

Starting with a lkm brisk
walk each day is much easier to
complete and a more realistic
goal. This gives us a better
chance of first developing
the habit and then gradually
increasing the distance and
speed until we can manage a
5K run both physically and
mentally.

Increase you chances of suc-
cess even further by priming
your environment with time
saving acts such as having your
walking/running kit ready to
go, trainers at the door and
iPod loaded with your favour-
ite songs. Remove obstacles,
remove friction and benefit
from the law of least effort.
Make it possible, make it easy.

For the full message go to
the free resource section on
the lornhealthyoptions.co.uk
website.

Rob Graham,
Lead Exercise Professional,
Healthy Options.
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Smart Pianning for Later Life

WE ARE
MACMILLAN.

CANCER SUPPORT

Working towards a time
when every person in
Scotland has equal and
ready access to the best
information. treatment
and care for cancer
Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support
PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

In memory of Dawn Joyce

CENTRE

By Oban Hospice
Donations always
gratefully received

24 Stevenson Street Oban
PA34 5NA
Tel: 01631 561315
www.obanhospice.org.uk
@obanhospice
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Together we will beat cancer
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Help bring forward the day
when all cancers are cured

DONATE TODAY:

Treasurer, Cancer Research UK Oban
& District, Glenside, Polvinister Road,
OBAN, PA34 5TN Tel: 01631 564420

[ MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE |

Oban & Lorn
Fundraising Branch

Donations always
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Marie Curie Care
Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban
01631 571009
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Shinty round up

Kinlochshiel =~ reached  the
Tulloch Homes Camanachd
Cup Final for the first time
following the shinty action on
Saturday August 28.

Tulloch Homes Camanachd
Cup semi-final

Kinlochshiel 2

Kyles Athletic 0

Kinlochshiel are through to
the Camanachd Cup Final for
the first time in their 63-year
history after beating Kyles
Athletic 2-0 at Taynuilt Sports
Field.

Kinlochshiel ~ had  been
missing  defenders  Conor
Cormack, David Falconer

and Mark MacDonald in
recent weeks but Cormack and
Falconer were able to start with
MacDonald taking a place on
the bench.

Kyles  Athletic ~ defender
George Thomson was still
out through injury but Neil
MacVicar and Conor Kennedy,
who both sustained injuries
in the previous weekend’s
Artemis Macaulay Final defeat
to Kingussie, were fit to start.

After two Saturdays without
a match, Kinlochshiel made a
sluggish start and their keeper
Josh Grant twice saved well
from low Colin MacDonald
efforts.

Kinlochshiel settled though
and Jordan Fraser dropped
a teasing ball in on goal but
keeper John Whyte dealt
well with the bouncing ball,
slapping it away for a corner.
Whyte then saved with his feet
to thwart Keith MacRae before
sweeping the ball away for an-
other corner and the opening
15 minutes remained goal-less.

Kyles defender Andrew King
was spoken to by referee Ross
Brown as the contest got feisty.

Roddy MacDonald was
pulled back from the forward
line to take over from his
brother Innes MacDonald at
centre in an attempt to turn
the tie the Tighnabruaich
men’s way.

But  Kinlochshiel — were
beginning to dominate. Kyles
finished the half on the front
foot and threatened when
Colin Macdonald took the ball
to the right of the ‘D’ before
crashing a great shot off the
crossbar.

Josh Grant then had to
spread himself to keep out
Conor Kennedy’s low shot
from the left, the keeper saving
with his stick. Ross Macrae
just couldn’t find the net from
the rebound and the first half
finished goal-less.

Kinlochshiel replaced an
injured Duncan ‘WD’ MacRae
with  Jonny Macaskill at
half-time.

Kinlochshiel created the first
chance of the second half when

Jordan Fraser took down a
cross-field ball from Duncan
Matheson and forced a John
Whyte save with feet before
the goalie cleared the ball
wide. Meantime, an already
stretched Kyles were troubled
when defender Callum Millar
went down with cramp whilst
Scott MacDonald started to
feel the effects of his hand in-
jury. Innes MacDonald needed
treatment soon after.

Kyles attacks were becoming
more rare although Josh Grant
had to save low from Ross
Macrae’s shot. Kinlochshiel
forced a couple of corners and
took the lead on 58 minutes.
Jonny MacAskill’s  corner
from the right dropped for
John MacRae whose shot was
blocked by Callum Millar but
when the rebound came back
to MacRae in a central posi-
tion, he pushed a short pass to
his brother Keith MacRae and
the Kinlochshiel skipper fired
a low shot into the net to break
the deadlock.

Kyles were always a threat
and with Colin MacDonald
occupying two Kinlochshiel
defenders, Innes MacDonald
spurned a great chance when
he nipped in to take the ball
to his left but sent a drive over
the bar with David Falconer
challenging.

Scott MacDonald went down
again and had to succumb to
his hand injury with Rupert
Williamson coming on and
Roddy MacDonald dropping
back into defence where he
shadowed Keith MacRae.

Andrew King was spoken to
again, this time after catching
Keith MacRae on the back of
the legs.

John MacRae held off Neil
MacVicar to win possession
but shot wide of goal, whilst at
the other end, Kinlochshiel’s
Finlay MacRae needed treat-
ment after being caught by
Colin MacDonald’s swing but
he limped back into action.

Andrew King and Ali Nixon

were next to require treatment.

As the tie moved into the
final 10 minutes, Kinlochshiel
keeper Josh Grant twice saved
his side as he showed great
reflexes to keep out Colin
MacDonald’s  shot  which
deflected off Conor Cormack
but Grant, who was moving to
his right, managed to change
direction as he stretched left
to keep the ball out with his
stick. Then Grant dived along
the ground to palm away a ball
from Conor Kennedy.

Kinlochshiel’s Ali Nixon shot
wide and with his calf injury
worsening, under 17 player
Archie MacRae came on in
his place. Kyles pushed Roddy
MacDonald forward again in
an attempt to take the tie to
extra time.

Cairn Limbert came on for a
limping Thomas Whyte as 90
minutes approached.

Referee Ross Brown signalled
eight minutes of stoppage
time and Kyles now pushed
almost  everyone forward
but they couldn’t breach the
Kinlochshiel back line.

This meant the
Tighnabruaich men  were
vulnerable to a counter-attack
and following a stray ball in
midfield, Jordan Fraser found
Archie MacRae whose back-
hand shot was saved but John
Whyte couldn’t clear the ball
and Jordan Fraser nipped in
and kept his balance, taking
the ball by the keeper as he cut
in from the right before knock-
ing it over the line to make it
2-0. Archie MacRae could have
added a third after a great John
MacRae run but two goals
were enough as Kinlochshiel
enjoyed the late pressure and
Kyles looked spent.

Scotland head coach Garry
Reid’s choice as man of the
match was Kinlochshiel keeper
Josh Grant. His team mate
Jordan Fraser must have run
him close.

Kinlochshiel await the out-
come of this Saturday’s Tulloch

Rupert Williamson,
Kyles, tries to

stop the run from
Keith Macrae,
Kinlochshiel,
during the Tulloch
Homes Camanachd
Cup semi-final at
Taynuilt Sports
Field on Saturday.

Photograph: Neil Paterson.

Homes Camanachd Cup semi
final between Kingussie and
Lovat at an Aird.
Alvance British Aluminium
Balliemore Cup semi-final
Skye Camanachd P
Inveraray P
The semi-final between Skye
Camanachd and Inveraray at
Spean Bridge was postponed
because of Covid restrictions
as Skye suspended all shinty
for a week.
Beauly P Bute P
The tie between Beauly and
Bute was also postponed
because of Covid restrictions
which affected the islanders.
The tie has been re-arranged
for this Saturday at the Jubilee
Park at 3pm. Skye Camanachd
and Inveraray meet in the oth-
er semi-final at the same venue
with a noon throw-up.
Scottish Sea Farms Glasgow
Celtic Society Cup quarter
final
Ballachulish 0 Oban
Camanachd 10
Oban Camanachd sealed a
Scottish Sea Farms Glasgow
Celtic Society Cup semi-fi-

nal spot after thumping
Ballachulish 10-0 at Jubilee
Park.

Oban  Camanachd were
missing Daniel Sloss with
a shoulder injury, Daniel
Madej, Blair MacFarlane and
Keith MacMillan so boosted
their squad with Lochside
youngsters.

Daniel MacVicar gave Oban
Camanachd the lead on four
minutes and quickly took his
tally to four goals when he
found the net three more times
midway through the first half.

Oban Camanachd switched
things around with Daniel
MacVicar going to half back.

When referee Iain Kennedy
awarded the Oban side a pen-
alty on 34 minutes, Garry Lord
converted to make it 5-0 and
Connor Howe on 41 minutes
and Daniel Cameron a minute
later made it 7-0 at half-time.

16-year-old Innes Jackson
came off the bench to score
his first goal at senior level a
minute after the re-start.

Another youngster, Ross
Campbell, added an eighth
on 84 minutes with Daniel
Cameron getting his second on
the stroke of full-time to make
the final score 10-0.

Stephen Sloss said:
‘Ballachulish fought hard but,
like many clubs, it’s not easy
for them to get a team out
every Saturday. We have eight
or nine players out, many
due to covid, so the Lochside
match didn’t go ahead as we
had to take players from them.
We have quite a big squad so it
must be hard for other teams
who don’t have the same pool
of players.

‘We’ve underachieved this
season. Were in a strange
league where we don’t always
get tested. Then when we
play big games, some of the
younger guys are like rabbits
in headlights and that’s been
detrimental and frustrating.’

Oban Camanachd welcome
Glasgow Mid Argyll in Mowi
League C this Saturday and

Daniel Cameron, Oban Camanachd, left, and Ross McLean,
Ballachulish, in action on Saturday in the Scottish Sea
Farms Glasgow Celtic Society Cup quarter final on Saturday.
Photograph: Stephen Lawson.

with Mossfield unavailable,
the venue is to be confirmed.
Mowi Senior League C
Glasgow Mid Argyll 6
Aberdour 2

Ewan Fraser scored five times
as Glasgow Mid Argyll beat
Aberdour 6-2 at Peterson Park.

Both teams were short of
players with Aberdour trav-
elling without seven regulars.
Logan Adam was given a first
start and brothers Calum
Murray and Davie Murray
made their debuts.

Aberdour started well against
their higher league opponents
with David MacDougall lead-
ing by example at full centre
and two goals late in the first
half saw the sides go into the
interval level.

GMA were creating more
chances as the half went on
and Brian Slattery found space
to give his side the lead on 43
minutes but David MacKenzie
levelled 60 seconds later, tak-
ing a David MacDougall pass
before hitting a blistering shot
past the keeper.

GMA’s Ewan Fraser then ran
riot as he completed a quick-
fire hat-trick with goals on 46,
48 and 55 minutes.

Aberdour were awarded a
penalty for a ‘kick’ inside the
‘D’ but David MacKenzie saw
his spot-hit saved.

Ruaraidh Reid pulled a goal
back on 61 minutes but Ewan
Fraser took his tally to five
goals with efforts on 82 and 87
minutes.

Bullough Cup semi final
Lochside Rovers P

Oban Celtic P

Lochside Rovers and the Oban
Celtic second team face a wait
as their semi-final at Mossfield
was postponed because of
Covid restrictions.

Lochside await the visit of
the Kinlochshiel second team
in the HIS Sutherland Cup
quarter-finals this Saturday.
Mowi South League B
Glasgow Mid Argyll 2
Tayforth 1
The Glasgow Mid Argyll
seconds beat Tayforth 2-1 at
Peterson Park.

Jamie MacLeod gave GMA
the lead on 26 minutes but
Sean Taylor levelled on the
stroke of half-time.

Cailean Maclnnes scored
what proved to be the winner
with 12 minutes remaining.
Mowi Central League
Kilmory 0 Lochaber 3
The Lochaber second team
made their first visit to MacRae
Park and returned with both
points after beating Kilmory
3-0.

David Langan scored on 37
minutes to give Lochaber an
interval lead and added a sec-
ond a couple of minutes after
the re-start. Darris Riddle
made it 3-0 on 66 minutes.
Glenorchy P Kilmallie P
Glenorchy’s game against the
Kilmallie colts at Mart Park
was called off because of Covid
restrictions.
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Saints humbled
by league’s early
pace setters

Lesmahagow 9
Oban Saints

Central Scottish AFL
Premier Division

—

Following  three  covid-19
related fixture cancellations,
Oban Saints finally made their
Central Scottish ~Amateur
Football ~League Premier
Division debut at Glebe Park,
Lesmahagow, last Saturday.

Despite missing a number
of key players, Saints made
the 240-mile round trip with
a squad they thought were
capable of competing against
fellow Premier Division new
boys Lesmahagow.

Unfortunately for Saints,
their lack of match sharpness
and squad depth cost them
dearly against a rampant
Lesmahagow side which had
already netted 25 times in their
opening four league and cup
fixtures.

After matching their hosts
for 30 minutes, Saints fell
behind to a penalty kick
successfully  converted by
Graham Gracie following a
controversial award by referee
Dougie Gunning.

Saints spurned the chance
to equalise when Nathan
Wharton  saved  Donald
Campbell's spot kick before
Alex Craik put the ball past his
own keeper to give the hosts a
flattering two goal half-time
lead. A succession of unchar-
acteristic second half errors
from Saints were ruthlessly
exploited by the free scoring
hosts who were clinical in their
finishing and relentless in their
pursuit of goals to add to their
already impressive tally finally
running out 9 - 1 winners.

Oban Saints
youth results
and fixtures

Last Sunday’s results: League
Cup Group Games - Under 13s
10, Victoria Park 2. Scoring
for Saints were Kuba Ryszka,
3, Fraser MacMillan, 2, Scott
Campbell, Tain Duffy, Duncan
Hunt, Tristan Jefferey and
Donald Campbell.

Under 15s 7, Dunoon 3. On
target for Saints were Rhys
Miller, 3, James Muir, Owen
Lloyd, Lewis MacCuish and
Kai MacKechnie. The Under
16s and Under 17s had no

games.
This  Sunday’s  fixtures:
League Cup - Under 13s
no game;  Campbeltown

Pupils v Under 15s; League -
Shettleston Juniors v Under
16s; Rutherglen Glencairn v
Under 17s.

Loch Ness success for NACC fab 14

Fourteen members of North
Argyll Cycle Club (NACC)
took part in the Etape Loch
Ness recently with the local
ladies especially making a big
impression at the closed road
Sportive.

The 66-mile event has been
postponed three times since
April 2020 due to the pan-
demic. But on Sunday August
22, 4,300 cyclists took on the
traffic free route around some
of the country’s most scenic
landscape.

Competing in the ladies
event, North Argyll Cycle Club
members Charlotte Forbes and
Shona MacLachlan came sixth
and seventh respectively out of
the 440 female riders that took
part.

Steven Groom of NACC told
The Oban Times: “‘We weren’t
surprised. The girls at the club
have been fantastic over the
past few years and are totally
flying’

Andre Paul Van came out
top for the NACC riders in the
men's event, crossing the finish
line in 22nd position in a time
of two hours, 49 minutes and
55 seconds.

The 360° route around the
loch started and finished in the
Highland capital of Inverness,
offering 900m of ascent. As
well as the road race, there was

From left: Shona Maclachlan, Andre Paul Van, lain MacDonald, Steven Groom, Charlotte
Forbes, lain Milarvie, Kevin Maclnnes, Bruce MacGregor.

a timed King of the Mountain
stage, with a 4.8 mile climb
gaining 380m in height with a
gradient reaching 12 per cent
at times.

New course records were
set in the men’s and women’s
races with Andy Cunningham,
from Leeds, breaking the male
course record, completing the
course in 2:42:57.

Shona’s  training partner
Catriona Lockie, from Fast
Kilbride, South Lanarkshire,

broke the female course re-
cord, completing it in 2:54:59.
NACC gender positions and
times: Charlotte Forbes, 6th in
03:09:29; Shona MacLachlan,
7th in 03:10:12; Andre Paul
Van, 22nd in 02:49:55; Steven
Groom, 54th in 02:55:26;
Tain McDonald, 8lst in
03:01:25; Iain Milarvie, 170th
in 03:08:39; Carol Collis,
178th in  04:24:45; Bruce
MacGregor, 271st in 03:16:19;
Leanne Barrow, 362nd in

05:19:43; Kevin  Mclnnes,
459th in 03:26:26; Graeme
McLennan, 919th in 03:52:38;
Ezster Domina, 964th in
03:55:50; James MacCallum,
987th in 03:57:30 and Martin

Hadlington, 1,459th in
04:24:44.

Malcolm Sutherland, event
director, congratulated

everyone who took part in the
event, which raised more than
£50,000 for Macmillan Cancer
Support.

Bumper entry ready to make rally history

Full, complete, chockablock...
three words to describe the
entry for October’s Beatson’s
Building Supplies Mull Rally.

Last time the Tobermory-
based event ran, online entries
sold out in under an hour.

In an effort to give everyone
the best possible chance,
Beatson’s Building Supplies
Mull Rally organisers elected
to run a ballot system follow-
ing a 48-hour entry window.

The result? More records,
with the biggest entry in a
decade as more than 200 crews
put their names down for one
of the 150 spaces available.

Clerk of the course Andy
Jardine said: ‘Once again, we’re
incredibly flattered to receive
the kind of interest and com-

mitment we’ve had from crews.
We received 209 entries and
then, after selecting a few, drew
the majority of the remaining
names out of a hat. The crews
that didn’t make the first 150
will go down on the reserves’
list. On behalf of the team, I
would like to say a huge thank
you to the rallying community.
‘The  Beatson’s  Building
Supplies Mull Rally has been
away for a year due to Covid-19
and, in the sort of uncertain
times we’ve been through in
the last 12 months, we could
take nothing for granted. We
hoped people would still want
to come up here in October for
what we believe is the best rally
in the world. I'm very happy to
say they’re coming in droves.’

For the first time in its his-
tory, the Mull event will count
as a round of the British Rally
Championship (BRC) mean-
ing the competition is going
to be tighter than ever duriung
the event from October 8 to

October 10.
Local heroes and former
winners Paul MacKinnon,

John MacCrone and Calum
Dufty will be flying the Mull
flag against BRC stars includ-
ing Rhys Yates, Matt Edwards,
Osian Pryce and Sam Moffett.

‘We’re  delighted to  wel-
come the British Rally
Championship crews up here;
said Andy Jardine.

‘It’s fantastic to see the Mull
Rally running as a scoring
round in a series which once

rivalled the World Rally
Championship itself in terms
of popularity and competitive-
ness. We're making history on
Mull in October.

‘It’s going to be fascinating
to see how the competition
plays out. Victory on this event
means so much to so many
people - and throwing a max-
imum BRC points score into
the mix is only going to spice
things up further.

‘In six weeks we’ll all be on
the island and getting ready
for the start of the Beatson’s
Building Supplies Mull Rally.
It’s been a long two years since
we last filled the island with
rally fever and I for one can’t
wait to see and hear the cars
back in action.’

or

Johniin points
finish at British
Grand Prix

Oban Moto3 rider John
McPhee recovered from 27th
to 12th place at the British
Grand Prix held at Silverstone
last Sunday following a lap
one incident.

John had his work cut out
after being forced wide on
turn three of the opening lap
and ended up at the back
of the pack. Able to move
inside the points-scoring
positions on lap four, John
had to reduce the deficit on
those ahead on the track and
entered a fierce battle for
tenth place in the final stages.

Swapping positions with
those around him several
times, John ended his home
grand prix 11th - but was
demoted one position for
exceeding track limits. He
now sits 16th in the World
Championship standings with
53 points.

After the race John said:

‘I fought really hard and
pushed to my maximum from
the beginning. Unfortunately
in turn three on the opening
lap I had contact with another
rider and had to go straight
on. | was in last position and it
made the job even harder.

‘| suffered a bit from my FP1
crash and had been trying
to catch up, so it hasn't been
the easiest of weekends. | felt
strong in the race and able
to attack, so | feel we did the
best job possible. It would
have been nice to be at the
back of the front group, as
[ felt my pace was there to
fight with them.

‘Coming from last to finish
at the head of the second
group was good though.
Thanks to the team for
working hard, like always. We
now focus on the next race at
Aragon on September 12!

John McPhee in action
during last Sunday'’s British
Grand Prix at Silverstone.

Bob’s US Tour bid suffers another blow at finals

Robert Macintyre’s bid to earn his USPGA tour card
looks to be over after he missed the cut for the second
week running at the Korn Ferry Tour Finals.

Playing in the second leg of the three tournament
finals, the Oban star knew that gaining a place in the
top 25 - which would earn him a coveted tour card -
meant a high finish was required in the Nationwide
Children’s Hospital Championship in Columbus,

Ohio.

Things looked promising after an opening round 68
saw him well-placed to mount a challenge over the
weekend. However, three bogeys in a row to close out
his front nine on Friday meant his chances of making
the cut were hanging by a thread.

Bob then showed all his battling qualities with two
birdies on the back nine getting him back on track
before a disappointing bogey on his 16th hole left him
short of the cut line for the second week in a row.

With Bob’s name conspicuous by its absence from
the entry list for the Korn Ferry Tour Championship
- the third and final leg of the qualifiers - it looks
like Bob will be returning home to get prepared for

the BMW Championship at Wentworth starting on

September 9. With his form dipping at just the wrong
time, a Ryder Cup Captain’s pick looks increasingly
unlikely and it may be only a spectacular performance
at Wentworth will be enough to make the team.
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Oban Rotary’s golf Am Am

event gets back on course

The Rotary Club of Oban’s
popular Am Am event was
back on course at the weekend
- raising an incredible £10,000
for charities in the area.

The club had to cancel the
event in 2020 and again in
June this year as a result of the
Coivd-19 pandemic, but it was
back to business last Sunday at
Glencruitten Golf Club.

And although the number
of teams was down on previ-
ous years, largely because of
Covid, it was generally agreed
by everyone involved it was yet
another great day of enjoyment
and fundraising.

The Am Am is Oban Rotary’s
principal fundraiser in support
of local good causes. Funds are
generated via 100 plus spon-
sors, the main one being The
Oban Times.

Competing teams come from
as far afield as Glasgow and
Dunblane. There is also a raffle
and auction on the day with all
items on offer being donated.
This year’s auction included a
top signed by Oban profession-
al golfer Robert MacIntyre.

It is estimated this year’s
event will raise around £10,000
which is outstanding given
the unusual and strange times
currently being experienced.

The three principal prizes on
offer, which are the two best
scores on a stableford basis
from a four man team, were
won by 3 Lefts + 1’, The Oban
Times Cup; Oban Camanachd
‘A’, The PDK Shellfish Cup, with
‘Neilly 3 + 3’ coming in third,
The George Millar Trophy. The

)
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winner of the separate Yellow
Ball competition, lowest score,
was Oban Memorials and best
visiting team was Dalmally
3. Other prizes included the
longest drive and nearest the
pin at four holes.

The various prizes were
presented by Oban Rotary
president Kees van Rein and
in bringing the day to an end,
acting Rotary convener Ilain
Maclntyre paid tribute to
the generosity of the event’s
sponsors, the commitment of
the players and the support
the organising committee gets
from the management and

staff at Glencruitten Golf Club.
A special thank you was given

Above: George Graham,

The Oban Times’ Divisional
Director (Newspapers),
centre, with the winning
team Scott MacCallum, John
Plunkett, Kenny Devine and
Brian Blue. George made the
trophy presentation as The
Oban Times is the event’s
principal sponsor.

Neil Armour celebrates his
putt on the third green. ai
photographs: Kevin McGlynn.
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Left: Paul Kersley plays his
shot to the fourth green
during the Oban Rotary Club
Am Am.

Every player received a
complimentary Oban
Times golf ball.

to the local Sea Cadets who
acted as ball spotters.
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Good to
be back

Gathering makes
welcome return
to Fort William

® See page 2 for more.

Historic
harpoon

Rar artefact |
found in Arisaig
gifted to museum

® See page 4 for more.
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by Mark Entwistle

mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Young Scottish retail tycoon Harris Aslam wants
to canvas the opinion of local residents on what the
future should hold for the former Glencoe home of
the late shamed DJ and TV presenter Jimmy Savile,
after his family recently bought the property.

Mr Aslam is director of Fife-based Scottish
convenience store operator Eros Retail, launched
when he was 18 with his brother in 2014. It is part
of the family’s Glenshire group of companies with
interests spanning multiple sectors including
hospitality, property, cleaning hygiene and business
supplies, online and frozen drinks (Skwishee).

Mr Aslam’s family have been in the retail industry

Retail boss seeks public’s
view on plans for former
Glencoe home of shamed
DJ and TV presenter

for about 40 years and Eros Retail now owns stores
across Scotland.
A former Retailer of the Year, Mr Aslam, together

with his cousin and business partner Raza Rehman,

both pictured above, and other family members,

www.lochabertimes.co.uk 95p

have bought the two-bedroom Allt-na-Reigh, which
sits beside the A82, from an Edinburgh builder for a
sum reported to be £335,000.

Mr Aslam, who is still in his early 20s, told the
Lochaber Times this week he knows the area well,
having enjoyed hillwalking nearby, and wants to
turn the property into a family home.

However, recognising the property’s dark past due
to its link with sex abuser Savile, he says he would
like to do something positive such as create a lasting
memorial of some sort to another previous owner,
the late great mountaineering pioneer Hamish
Maclnnes, who died last year.

‘We acquired the property with a view to turning it
into a family home - it’s a very beautiful location.

Continued on page 2.
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HPipers head for sunny Fort for first
Lochaber Gathering since lockdown

by lain Ferguson
fort@obantimes.co.uk

The first Lochaber Gathering
since lockdown began brought
together many of the country’s
finest pipers to their new
venue, using both screen
auditoriums at the Highland
Cinema, and in the open air
sunshine of Cameron Square
in Fort William.

Taking full advantage of
the beautiful weather, many
passers-by, visitors and locals
stopped to listen as competi-
tors played below the canopy
under the intense scrutiny of
judges.

The event was organised
by Lochaber Piping Society,
which took over from the late
Allan MacColl who kept the
event going for many years.

The day was a great success,
with positive feedback from
the public, judges and the

competitors who were ex-
tremely happy to have a ‘live’
competition after such a long
lay-off due to the pandemic.

Ken Cameron of Lochaber
Piping Society said: “The so-
ciety took a brave decision in
planning the event from back
in February, when everything
was in the deep throes of
Covid-19 restrictions, lock-
downs and uncertainty over
everything.

‘A big relief for us has been
the reaction of our two big
benefactors, The Moidart Trust
and The P F Charitable Trust.
Both Angus MacDonald and
Philip Fleming have expressed
great satisfaction at how the
event went on the day.

‘Maintaining this part of our
Highland cultural heritage
forms the core of the society’s
aims and I believe we made the
right decision in picking up
where the late Allan MacColl

left off and running The
Lochaber Gathering, which
might otherwise have been
lost. Moving the event to the
centre of Fort William was
also a bold move, but it looks
to have paid off as everyone
seemed to be very happy with
the arrangements.’

ALLIED

SURVEYORS
SCOTLAND

Local surveyors operating
throughout Argyll, the
Highlands and Islands

Dunoon 01369 705000
Helensburgh 01436 674976
Fort William 01397 705541

www.alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

The Moida

PF

Above, from left, winners Ben
Duncan, P/A Grade Piobaireachd
and Open 6-8 March competition,
Calum Watson, P/A Grade March,
Strathspey and Reel and the Open
Hornpipe and Jig, and Ross Miller,
B/C Grade Piobaireachd and the
B/C Grade March, Strathspey and

Reel. Above right: local piper

Sandy Cameron, who was second
in the P/A Grade Piobaireachd,
is presented with his award by
Councillor Alan Henderson. Right,
organiser Ken Cameron, left, with

Angus MacDonald.

Photographs: lain Ferguson.

Retail boss seeks public’s view
on plans for former Savile house

Continued from page 1.

‘T am aware of its history but
think something positive can
be done with it, Mr Aslam told
the Lochaber Times. We're
looking at various options
at the moment that could
possibly involve some kind of
permanent tribute to Hamish
Maclnnes, which would be
fantastic.

‘It is such an amazing loca-
tion but we also want to know
what local people think. Over
the years it’s been subjected to
a lot of vandalism and people
are always breaking in.

‘We’'d like to do something
the community could support
so that everyone can be collec-
tively proud of the end result’

To find out what locals and
others think, Mr Aslam is
proposing to host an online
public consultation on Tuesday
September 7.

T don’t think you can
always please everyone, he
added. ‘But I think we can do
something many people would

Vandals defaced the derelict house in 2019.

hopefully be on board with.

On the links with MaclInnes,
Mr Aslam said it was believed
the famous mountaineer had
invented his revolutionary
Maclnnes stretcher and ice
axe in the outbuilding at the
property.

Tt really appeals to me to
provide some kind of tribute
or memorial to Hamish
Maclnnes. We’re not sure of
what that might actually look
like or what form it would

take, but it’s something I'd love
to do.

‘Yes the property does have
a dark history - but only for a
certain period. I think we can
do something really positive
with itand I’d like to hear what
people think’

Tuesday’s online public con-
sultation starts at 6pm and any
members of the community or
organisations keen to attend
should email Kim@glenshire.
co.uk for an invite.
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Harbour operator
calls for liaison
group condition
to be ditched

mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

I by Mark Entwistle

Corpach-based haulage firm
and local harbour operators
Boyd Brothers (Haulage) Ltd
has appealed to the Scottish
Government over a condition
attached to its temporary
planning consent allowing
vessels to berth on Sundays that
would see it required to join a
community liaison group.

Boyd Brothers was granted
a 12-month consent in May
to allow the berthing and dis-
embarking of vessels at Annat
Pier on a Sunday but with the
condition that no stevedoring
was permitted. The firm has
previously explained it is
crucial for marine businesses
to have the availability of port
facilities on a Sunday, as this
reduced costs and helped them
to safely operate their vessels.

However, in its appeal, Boyd
Brothers said another condi-
tion requiring the formation of
an Annat Pier Liaison Group
was ‘disproportionate’ and it
was concerned about its struc-
ture and function.

Boyd Brothers is arguing that,
as the Sunday berthing permis-
sion is only temporary, it is not
a constructive use of resources
or the proposed parties’ time
to form a liaison group for a
12-montbh trial period when the
company now has no intention
to pursue a further application
for permanent permission

The entrance to Boyd
Brothersat'Corpach.

Photograph: lain Ferguson, The Write Image.

under these conditions. Boyd
Brothers also says any new
complaints that may arise from
Sunday berthing would be
minimal and from ship engines
or generators.

‘It is not within our jurisdic-
tion to regulate noise levels
emitted from a ship’s engine
whilst under way to or from
the quay,” said the company in
its appeal statement. It adds:
‘Any noise issues raised would
be discussed between ship
owners/operators and the au-
thorities. As quay operators we
would not be involved in this
process and any issue would
not be resolved in a liaison
group setting.’

It has also said it feels it is
being singled out as it would
be the only commercial op-
erator from the Annat Point
Industrial Estate represented in
the liaison group.

An earlier proposal to form a
wider liaison group with all the

commercial operators on the
industrial estate, local council-
lors and community councils
did not meet with much enthu-
siasm from a number of the
bigger companies.

The company goes on to
question whether it would get
a ‘fair’ hearing at liaison group
meetings going by some of the
complaints it gets from local
community councils.

Boyd Brothers concludes:
‘The added bureaucracy, lack
of fair representation and
conditions associated with the
formation of a liaison group
to deal with a small number of
complaints from a small num-
ber of individuals seems ex-
cessive. Local industries, now
more than ever, need support
from authorities and commu-
nities to continue to develop
and provide services without
additional constraints.’

At the August meeting of
Kilmallie Community Council,

CAT green light for Raasay ferry terminal

The Highland Council’s Skye
and Raasay Area Committee
this  week approved a
Community Asset Transfer
(CAT) request from Raasay
Development Trust to lease
Raasay Ferry Terminal, writes

Mark Entwistle.
Skye and Raasay Area
Committee chairman

Councillor John Gordon said
the plans the trust has for
the ferry terminal will lead
to improved facilities for the
community and the overall
plans will boost tourism with-
in the area.

‘T therefore warmly welcome
the decision to agree this com-
munity asset transfer request.
Members of the committee
are confident the Raasay Ferry
Terminal ~ will  contribute
greatly to the council’s key
strategic priorities which aims
to encourage community led
and run services involving
more people in local decision
making,” he added.

The agreed community
asset transfer to the Raasay
Development Trust, for a 99-
year lease, will allow the group
to continue to develop its plans

as part of a wider community
venture to develop pontoon
facilities to boost marine tour-
ism, increase visitor numbers,
employment and income to
local businesses.

The transfer focuses on the
transfer of the ferry terminal
building including waiting
rooms and toilets. The trust
aims to redevelop the terminal
building, providing disabled
facilities, redevelop the toilets
and shows a renewed waiting
room with provision of a laun-
drette, electrical hook-ups and
waste disposal.

chairman John Hutchison
described news of the appeal
as ‘disappointing’ and added:
‘Clearly it is any applicant’s pre-
rogative to appeal conditions,
so while disappointing, there’s
nothing improper and it just
has to go through the process.
It’s just got to take its course.

Council secretary Russell
Leaper added: “We don’t really
see another route other than
dialogue and collaboration, so
it is disappointing if this [the
liaison group] doesn’t happen
because we expect to receive
more complaints and continu-
ally have to deal with this.’

LT

Mallaig school ferry rota
remains under review

Highland Council says the
frequency of the ferry service
for pupils living on the Small
Isles and who attend Mallaig
High School is currently under
review. It hopes to have a final
decision in the near future.

The fortnightly rotation has
been the permanent arrange-
ment for a number of years
and was temporarily changed
to a weekly rotation while in-
school learning for pupils was
restricted due to Covid-19.

Last October the council
switched from fortnightly to
weekly sailings for the young-
sters from Rum, Eigg, Muck
and Canna following pressure
from the parent council and
MSP Kate Forbes.

A local authority spokesper-
son told the Lochaber Times:
‘As the pupils have returned to
full-time in-school learning
the fortnightly rotation will re-
sume. There are logistical and
mitigating factors to consider
surrounding the availability of
a permanent weekly rotation,
including poor winter weather,
staffing and charter availability,
however the welfare of pupils

and equity of education will
remain a priority as we work
in consultation with pupils,
parents/carers and staff.

The council was responding
after being urged by local pol-
iticians to maintain the weekly
special ferry sailings. Both
MSP Kate Forbes and Fort
William and Ardnamurchan
SNP councillor Niall McLean
both want to see the weekly
crossings retained.

Councillor McLean told the
Lochaber Times: ‘Only being
permitted to go home once a
fortnight will impact the chil-
dren who have to board and
their families. A weekly trip
home is essential for family life.’

Asked if recent outbreaks of
Covid-19 in a third of schools
across Highland region would
impact the operation of the
hostel at Mallaig High School,
a council spokesperson said:
‘Mallaig High School residence
is operating in line with sector
specific guidance. Scotland
Covid-19 recovery is currently
beyond level 0, which enables
residents to enjoy the freedoms
national guidance allows.

Properties
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Fiona Bowie, right, holds the harpoon dating back to the Mesolithic age, while West
Highland Museum curator Vanessa Martin looks on. photograph: lain Ferguson, alba.photos

It is hoped the Mesolithic harpoon, above, will go on display in the West Highland Museum
in Fort William. Photograph: lain Ferguson, alba.photos
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Mesolithic harpoon
found on Arisaig beach
50 years ago comes
home to Lochaber

Year after year, young Fiona
Black, as she was then, and her
family from Northumberland,
returned to their favourite hol-
iday campsite close to Arisaig,
where she and her brother
played on the shimmering
sands, collecting shells and
driftwood.

But while on holiday in the
Back of Keppoch in August
1971, Fiona spotted something
unusual sticking out of the
sand.

Last week, that small prized
object which had spent the past
50 years either in her mother’s
china cabinet or on display
in her own home in Alnwick,
was presented to the West
Highland Museum in Fort
William.

It was excited museum staff
who, two years ago when Fiona
- now with the surname Bowie
- first got in touch and sent a
photograph, realised what
they were looking at was a rare
Mesolithic harpoon dating
from almost 5,000 years ago.

Fiona had decided the har-
poon rightfully belonged in a
museum nearest to where she
discovered it on that August
day half a century ago.

Although museum curator
Vanessa Martin believed it to
be a Mesolithic bone harpoon,
due to the Covid pandemic, no
further action could be taken
until this summer. Ms Martin
told the Lochaber Times:

‘In July 2021, I consulted an
archaeologist who happened
to be visiting the museum
on a research trip. It was Dr
Alison Sheridan, formerly of
National Museums Scotland,
and she was really excited by
the artefact.

‘From images, she confirmed
it was indeed a Mesolithic
harpoon probably more than
5,000 years old. It is a really
significant find.

The harpoon will now go on
display at the West Highland
Museum while Treasure Trove
procedures are instigated.

Ms Martin added: “We would
love to accept the harpoon into
our collection immediately
due to the importance of this
marvellous local find, however,
because the object was found
on the shoreline it is subject to
Treasure Trove procedures.

‘This means that anything
found in the ground must be
reported to the Treasure Trove
Unit in Edinburgh which will
carry out an investigation,
object assessment and, where
appropriate, will investigate
the find spot. I hope we will
eventually be allocated the
object in accordance with
Fiona’s wishes so that it will
be on permanent display at the
museum.’

The harpoon dates from the
Mesolithic period, also called
Middle Stone Age, the ancient
cultural stage that existed

between the Paleolithic (Old
Stone Age), with its chipped
stone tools, and the Neolithic
(New Stone Age), with pol-
ished stone tools.

Fiona told the Lochaber
Times handing over the
harpoon to the museum last
week had been a much more
emotional experience than she
was expecting.

‘It was just because so many
of my family memories are
linked with it. Just handling
it brings back such happy
memories of family holidays at
Arisaig, she said.

T had begun to worry that
if anything happened to me,
it might just end up in the
bin somewhere and so felt
it best that it be returned to
somewhere as close as possible
to where I found it that day so
long ago. Back then no-one
was very interested in it - my
daughter even used to take it to
school for history-related sub-
jects. Mind you, while I might
have felt emotional handing it
over, I wonder how the person
who lost it felt. A lot of effort
clearly went into making it.

‘Maybe someone had speared
a fish and it got away - so the
person lost not just their tea
but their harpoon as well!

‘At least now it has come back
home and I'm pleased about
that. My hope is the museum
in Fort William is allowed to
keep it as that would be fitting.’

New faces at helm of Claggan Park club

Hopes are high Claggan Park
will once again see Highland
League football action after a
huge amount of work has been
done to improve the pitch.

That was the message from
Fort William Football Club's
recent annual general meeting,
which saw a good turnout. The
existing board stood down
and new office-bearers were
elected.

The new chairman is Oliver
Stephen, with vice chairman
John Trew, secretary Marie
McMillan  and  treasurer
Andy Elder, plus several other
notable members joining the
committee.

Mr Stephen told the Lochaber
Times: ‘It was brilliant to see so
many willing people there who
all have the same desire to see
the only football club in the
town succeed.

Mr Stephen commented the
club had one distinct hurdle
in its way at the moment,
the pitch, which had been
highlighted as such a cause
for concern that the Highland
League management commit-
tee recently voted to have Fort
William play all of their games
in the 2021-22 season away
from Claggan Park.

Mr Stephen added:
‘Thankfully, after an outpour-

ing on social media and a call
to arms, a massive amount of
work has been carried out by
members of the committee
and the professional services
of Gavin Irons - grass pitch
specialist - were instructed.

“The park has never looked so
good and we are really looking
forward to working with all of
the other clubs in the Highland
League to help reverse the
decision that was made.

‘It means the world to Fort
William and its locals to see
games back at the foot of Ben
Nevis, quite possibly one of
the most iconic footballing
locations in the world.
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Search on for group to

LT

take over wood school

The hunt is on to find a com-
munity group willing to take
on Sgillean nan Coille, the
popular wood school at Salen,
close to the shores of Loch
Sunart.

Acharacle Community
Company (ACC) posted details
on its Facebook page last week
of a recent communication
from Forestry Land Scotland
(FLS), which manages the
buildings. The wood school
structures and composting
toilets were originally funded
with the vision these would be
managed by the community
through alease agreement with
the then Forestry Commission
Scotland, now FLS.

The structures are currently
managed by FLS as there is
no lease agreement with any
community group or body.

FLS area visitor services man-
ager David John Robertson,

based at Strontian, recently
informed ACC that, in the
longer term, it is unlikely FLS
will commit to the continued
and sole maintenance of the
school.

Mr Robertson explained: ‘We
will, with some regret, look
to decommission the project
and dismantle the buildings
early next year. We also have
plans for tree felling at Lochan
Dunaich woodland adjacent to
the buildings which is sched-
uled for later this year or early
2022

Mr Robertson added there
was also a proposal to use the
area that currently holds the
wooden composting struc-
tures for wood-stacking, which
would mean the demolition of
those structures around early
October leaving the toilets and
Sgillean nan Coille woodland
shelter intact for now.

He also confirmed FLS was
therefore seeking to identify
interest and discuss a lease
for the area with any group
in the position to take on the
management of the buildings.

“This would mean the leasee/

Wild Words

KIRSTEEN BELL
fort@obantimes.co.uk

told.

idea of autumn.

also begin to ripen.

Rowan: caorann, or fuinnseag-coile in
Gaelic, meaning ‘wood enchantress’, I am

Clusters of its vivid red berries are
enchanting the summer woods now with the

There has been a slight but definite shift
in the air, a barely tangible turning of the
season underneath the warm sun. A few
birch and oak leaves are hinting at yellow.
The bright colours of the rowan fruit are the
first of many, as the crab apples and brambles

It was an August I found out I was
expecting my first child; it was a good year
for the rowans then too. I remember the
branches hanging heavy and low with the

rowans that I couldn’t bring myself to pull
out. If I felt industrious, I could use this

The Sgillean
nan Coille
woodland
shelter has
been well
used in the
years since
it opened.

group would need to insure,
maintain the buildings and
footprint of the lease,” said Mr
Robertson.

ACC is unfortunately notina
position to take this on, but has
agreed with FLS to share this

information with the wider
community and encourage any
interested community group
to contact it directly to discuss
the possibility of a lease.

FLS says it will give the search
for any interested community
groups until December 31 to
respond to the offer of lease.

Responding to the news, one
local person posted on the
ACC Facebook page stating:
‘The structures benefit the
whole community, the whole
peninsula, not to mention
the tourist industry. Isn’t it
unfair to expect just Acharacle
Community Company to take
that on? Could the varying
community companies discuss
taking on the buildings togeth-
er? It seems such an irrespon-
sible waste to demolish them.

Asked for its view, Acharacle
Community Council told the
Lochaber Times it had been

surprised to learn just recently
that the community company
had withdrawn from its lease
with FLS, some time ago, and
was no longer interested in
managing Sgillean nan Coille
in Salen, which it had ‘under-
taken admirably’ for many
years. The community council
added: ‘“The site has become
well-used and much-appreci-
ated within the wider peninsu-
la communities, having been
used for many activities and
events and occasional wed-
dings and parties. Acharacle
Community Council will be
doing everything it can over
the coming months to start
a conversation with the local
and wider community in the
hope an organisation willing
and able to take over manage-
ment of the site can be found.
We would welcome any ideas
or offers of help.’

Come home to a quality build,
brought to you by Scotland’s Building
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of summer, still reminds me of that time.
Sitting as it does on the threshold of the
seasons, I like that the rowan marked my
threshold into motherhood.

The tree was often planted near the
thresholds of homes as protection. Tradition
also has it that a rowan should not be felled
unless for sacred or ceremonial purposes
or, at the very least, you should plant a
seed for every tree cut. When our pigs had
exhausted the ground they were on and
needed fresh vegetation to eat, I would walk
the croft pulling any tiny stray saplings that
had drifted from the woodland. But I only
ever lifted the birch and oak. As a result,
the slopes are scattered still with young

tell you that, in all likelihood, these trees will
just provide more food for the birds.

The Latin name for the rowan tree is sorbus
aucuparia: fruit for catching birds. The
winter thrushes will soon come, flocks of
redwing and fieldfare travelling through the
trees in a chattering cloud of sound.

They strip the rowan berries as they go,
leaving droppings that sow the seeds of
future harvests. At least, I hope they will.
The birds were notably absent last year. A late
frost had killed the early rowan blooms, so
there were no berries.

Standing watchfully on this year’s thresh-
old, underneath boughfuls of potential, I am
hopeful.
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Lewis aid worker killed in Afghanistan
would be ‘devastated; says her father

The father of Lewis aid worker
Linda Norgove, who perished
during a rescue attempt after
she was kidnapped by the
Taliban in Afghanistan in
2010, said his daughter would
have been devastated by what
is happening in the strife-torn
country.

John Norgrove, who lives on
Lewis, was speaking in sup-
port of a plea last week from
SNP MSP for Na h-Eileanan
an Jar Alasdair Allan who has
called for communities across
the Western Isles and Scotland
to prepare to welcome and sup-
port people fleeing the terrible
situation in Afghanistan over
the coming weeks and months.

Mr Allan said Scotland has
a long and proud history of
opening its doors to those
seeking refuge from war, fam-
ine and persecution all over
the world.

‘The horror many of us

Alasdair Allan.

have felt at watching events
in Afghanistan unfold over
the past fortnight is nothing
compared to that experienced
by the people on the ground
there and I know people here
will want to do whatever they
can to help,” he said.

“The Western Isles have been
enriched by the families who
have moved here from Syria in
recent years, with local people
rallying round to help the new
arrivals make the Isles their
home.

Tt is my hope we can also
soon give the same heartfelt
welcome to families from
Afghanistan who have had to
leave their homes, jobs and
communities behind under the
very worst of circumstances.

“The strength of feeling and
solidarity for the people of
Afghanistan from those in
the Western Isles is clear and
I have had a huge number of
constituents contact me to
express their concern over this
humanitarian crisis, as well as
raising awareness about family
members and charity workers
who are still awaiting urgent
evacuation.

T have been working along

Cairngorm
A Group

tougher.warmer.smarter
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foundation

with my SNP colleagues in
Holyrood and Westminster to
urge the Foreign Secretary to
prioritise those who are most
vulnerable, particularly the
female Afghan staff members
of charities such as the Linda
Norgrove Foundation.’

The Linda Norgrove
Foundation was established
following the tragic death
of aid worker Ms Norgrove,
36, during a rescue mission
after she was kidnapped by the
Taliban in 2010.

The charity was founded by
Linda’s parents - Linda grew
up on their croft on the island
- and for more than 10 years
has been helping women and
children affected by the war in
Afghanistan.

The foundation has so far
raised more than £2 million to
fund more than 175 grassroots

projects and currently provides
scholarships to 170 women
studying at colleges and uni-
versities in Afghanistan.

‘Linda would have been
devastated by this, said Mr
Norgrove.

‘She always said that when
she was in Afghanistan she
could leave at any time but
that isn’t available to ordinary
Afghans.

Commitment

‘We made a commitment
to the women who have
scholarships with us that we’ll
support them until graduation.
Whether it’s possible they’ll be
able to continue studying, we
don’t know.

The foundation hopes it can
arrange for 20 of its medical
students to come to the UK
to continue with their studies
and all five of Scotland’s

medical schools have agreed to
help make this happen. Several
local authorities in Scotland
have already begun accepting
Afghan families, with others
making preparations to do so
in the coming weeks.

On Tuesday last week,
Scotland’s  First ~ Minister
Nicola Sturgeon wrote to
Prime Minister Boris Johnson
urging the UK Government
to agree to resettle far more
than the current commitment
of 5,000 Afghan refugees in
the first year and 20,000 in the
long term.

Ms Sturgeon also requested
greater clarity about the UK’s
ongoing response to the crisis
in Afghanistan, as well as fur-
ther information on how many
civilians, particularly women,
girls and others in need of
refuge, would be protected.

VIEW FROM THE CHAMBER

The importance
of kindness

We can all sense we’re at yet
another key moment in the
Covid pandemic.

How do we balance the need
to be vigilant and to test and
self-isolate when required,
with the move beyond Level
0 and the opening up of our
lives and the economy?

Businesses are operating
under enormous pressure to
ensure staff and customer
safety and often have to
operate with reduced numbers
of staff at very short notice.

Staff shortages

Some hospitality businesses
have had no option but to
shut their doors temporarily
because of staff shortages,

while others have stayed open
but temporarily without the
level of staffing they would
like.

The rules have now relaxed
and even if someone in your
household has Covid, you
no longer need to self-isolate
AFTER you get a negative
PCR result, provided you are
DOUBLE-vaccinated. But you
do still need to self-isolate
while you book a PCR test and
wait for the result.

We may have to do this more
than once and it can have a big
impact on our working lives.

Pressures

It’s incredibly hard to plan
ahead at the moment - even
for something as simple as a
hair appointment or meeting
a friend - so please remember

the pressures businesses

are under right now.
Businesses are doing their
best in circumstances that are
nigh-on impossible to plan for
and very difficult to manage.
Other popular visitor areas
including the Lake District
and Cornwall have launched
‘Be Kind’ campaigns to
encourage visitors to be kind
to under-pressure staff.

It’s a delicate time and we’re
all feeling the pressure. It’s at
times like these we need to be
kind to each other, have a bit
of patience with the situation
and do our best to support our
businesses and community
with kindness.

If youre unsure of what the
current rules are, or what they
mean for business, please visit
www.lochaberchamber.co.uk
where you’ll find up-to-date
guidance on the latest rules,
funding and assistance for
business.
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Plockton
and District
Community
Coundil

Plockton and District
Community Council met by
Zoom on August 9 with anum-
ber of issues being discussed.

This included the subject of
village skips which members
heard will be arranged soon.

As far as roadworks are con-
cerned, only capital projects
are being carried out at the
moment.

On the matter of 14 Harbour
Street, work on renovating this
house will start towards the
end of September and it should
be ready by January 2022.

Parking in Plockton was
also mentioned and members
heard that Highland Council
was carrying out a survey of
the parking problem.

On the septic tank at Rhu,
the community council is
seeking an update from the
owner of the house.

Campervans in Harbour
Street was also raised and
it was agreed that signs are
required saying the road is
unsuitable for campervans.

The next meeting will be on
October 11.

LT

Double marathon run
for a special charity

Kilchoan’s Marc raises
funds for SOFT UK

by lain Ferguson
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Kilchoan to Fort William in
under 12 hours is a journey
easily made by car or even
bike, but actually running the
55 miles in that time is quite an
accomplishment, even more so
in 20 degree-plus heat.

Marc Macmaster did just
that last Friday, when he left
his home in the village at 4am
and arrived in the old Fort at
3.30pm to a welcoming com-
mittee of friends and family.

Running the distance of just
over two marathon races in
one go was certainly a labour
of love for Marc as he raised
funds in memory of his baby

daughter, Katie, who lost her
life to an extremely rare genet-
ic disorder.

All money raised is going to
the SOFT UK charity which
provides support for those
who have experienced the
loss of a child due to Trisomy
13 and Trisomy 18 (Patau’s
and Edwards’ syndrome) and
related disorders.

The charity’s website has a
page dedicated to fathers who
have lost a child as a result of
these genetic conditions.

Marc had originally aimed
for £1,000 through social me-
dia funding, but by the end of
the run had more than doubled
this figure, with donations
coming in as people followed
his progress on the road.

Marc’s wife Catherine-Mary helps him cool off after his 55-mile run. photo lain Ferguson.

He said: T can’t thank every-
one enough for their support
which really kept me going as
I was running.

‘Tkept hearing, that’s another
donation, another donation,

a difference to them so all I
can say is thank you from the
bottom of my heart to all who
donated and my whole family
who supported me in doing
this.

another donation, which really
gave me inspiration to carry
on running when times were
tough.

‘All of it will go to an amaz-
ing cause and really make

Society hosts well-attended
stock judging competition

After the cancellation of the
second Lochaber Agricultural
Show to fall victim to the
Covid pandemic, organisers
held an informal stock judging
competition on what would
traditionally have been ‘Show
Day’.

Ewan Campbell of Inverlochy
Castle Farm provided the ven-
ue for four classes of sheep and
cattle, which was well-attended
in the sunshine.

Everyone who came along
also had the chance to try their
hand at judging by guessing in
which order the actual judge,

Gordon Stewart, would place
the animals. There was also
a barbecue, tea and cakes to
keep everyone fed and watered
and a raffle raised £270 for the
Macmillan Cancer Care Team.
Lochaber Agricultural
Society  chairman  George
Fulford said: “We didn’t expect
a huge turnout, but we did have
55 people spread over the area,
which was just about right for
the current circumstances.
Thank you to everyone who
came along, donated raffle
prizes and provided the food.
Adapting to Covid regula-

tions, one young lady who was
self-isolating and unable to
attend took part in the junior
section over her mobile phone.

The trophies were awarded
virtually. Results: Open - 1
Ewen Campbell, 344; 2 Kenny
MacCallum, 341; 3 Chloe
Macdonald Cameron, 337.

Ladies: 1 Chloe Macdonald
Cameron, 337; 2 Bianca Lyall,
328; 3 Anne MaCallum, 298.

Junior: 1 Innes Macdonald,
304; 2 Archie Macdonald, 300;
3 Livia Berardelli, 286; 4 Eva
Macdonald, 285; 5 Leonard
Baak, 271.

Judge Gordon
Stewart runs
an expert eye
over some

of the cattle.
Photograph: lain
Ferguson, alba.photos

B For more photographs see www.lochabertimes.co.uk

M,
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Oban Business Improvement District
www.bid4oban.co.uk
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Ardnamurchan’s star pupil Dugald

Dugald Macintyre, Head
Boy of Ardnamurchan
High School 2020/21, is
this year’s recipient of the
Lochaber Housing award
for academic excellence.

Dugald, during his career
at Ardnamurchan High
School, achieved two
Advanced Highers at A,
seven Highers, six at A
and all As in his National 5
qualifications.

Two of his Highers and
his Advanced Highers,
in addition to achieving
the Performance unit
for Advanced Higher
Music, were achieved in
S6 which included the
challenging circumstances
of lockdown.

Head teacher Christopher
Millar-Craig said: ‘Congrat-
ulations to Dugald. We
wish him every success
in his chosen course at
Edinburgh University in
Artificial Intelligence and
Computer Science.

Right: Dugald Macintyre

Activists say

Climate and environmental
activists in Lochaber have
welcomed the endorsement
by the SNP’s ruling body of a
power-sharing agreement with
the Scottish Greens, but it is
tinged with disappointment.
The two parties published
details of the co-operation
agreement on Friday, includ-
ing a commitment to hold a
referendum on Scottish inde-
pendence within five years.
Party members of the
Scottish Greens agreed to
accept the deal at the weekend.
A spokesperson for
the local branch of XR
(Extinction Rebellion) told
the Lochaber Times this week:
‘Collaboration between parties
is very welcome in principle

and we in Scotland should
be especially proud of this
substantive role offered to the
Scottish Green Party.

“There are, however, some
very disappointing exclusions
from the agreement - the role
of Gross Domestic Product
measurements and economic
principles related to concepts
of sustainable growth and
inclusive growth; aviation,
aerospace and defence; field
sports.

‘Also, other than a vague un-
dertaking to introduce targets
for restoring and protecting
nature, there is no explicit
mention of either land reform
or rewilding. The proof of this
particular pudding will be in
the policies which are enacted

Greens deal
is welcome

- and we don’t have time to get
it wrong.’

However, Sarah-Jane Laing,
chief executive of Scottish
Land and Estates, said: ‘For
some time there has been sig-
nificant concern amongst rural
communities and businesses
that votes on policies of huge
significance to rural Scotland
were being traded in return for
support on high-profile issues
such as the annual budget. We
wait to see how the coalition
announcement will impact
that perception.

She said there would be ‘un-
ease’ if the new coalition took
an ideological approach rather
than one that brought people
together, adding they wanted
to work with government.

SCOTTISH

FlELD
September

The beautiful south...

Celebrating the Borders and Dumfries & Galloway...
250 years of Sir Walter Scott... An Earlston garden...
Delving into rockpools... Driving the SW(300...
Liliclh Barbour... Nick Nairn’s new restaurant...
Scotland’s best street food recipes...

Glenfinnan Community
Council August meeting

Glenfinnan Community
Council held its monthly
meeting for August at the
beginning of last month and as
usual this was via Zoom.

Il Willina Colman’s resigned
as chairperson due to personal
commitments and involve-
ment with the local SCIO.
However, she will remain a
member of the community
council. Current vice-chair-
person Catriona Hunter was
approved to take over.

I A road sign denoting
restricted turning/unsuitable
for motorhomes is to be
erected at the junction of the
Slatach Road. A second sign,
may go to the passing place at
the bottom of the back track.
B Mark Embling from Loch
Shiel Jetties Trust has been in
dialogue with the owners of
the Sileas cruise boat and the
boat is no longer being moored
overnight at the pier.

I Ally Entwistle has spoken
with the landowners of the
shore path and Loch Shiel
Cruises. The villagers can
restore and improve the path.
Loch Shiel Cruises are keen to
help.

I Hege Hernaes thanked

Highland councillor Denis
Rixson for his help with
environmental health and the
retention tanks on the steam
train. West Coast Railways
has agreed to close all but
one of the toilets when the
train is in Glenfinnan Station.
Unfortunately, the toilet
being left open deposits at the
crossing. Members were told
the emptying of the retention
tanks is the responsibility of
Network Rail.

B New plans for the NTS
Glenfinnan visitor centre — A
virtual meeting between the
NTS and the Glenfinnan
community is to be arranged
in the autumn to discover what
the community needs from the
NTS.

I Police Report: There have
been eight recorded incidents
in the Glenfinnan area since
the last meeting. The incidents
of note are four road traffic
collisions (no serious injury);
two incidents involving loss of
contact with hillwalkers (both
traced safe and well).

I Glenfinnan Community
Facilities SCIO update from
Ingrid Henderson:

The car park and bridge are

still working well to alleviate
congestion. The SCIO has
enlisted the help of volunteers
for busier times so thanks to
all who have offered.

I The council AGM will be
held on Wednesday, September
8, 2021 at 7pm. Venue to be
decided.

Il National Trust for Scotland
(NTS)- Emily Bryce has been
in contact with Police Scotland
and Highland Council re-
questing No Parking Cones to
try to stop cars being parked
outside the NTS Centre due
to the heavy demand (school
holidays) on both car parks.

I Callop Bridge and board-
walk closure at short notice -
an email from the community
council was sent asking if a
temporary fix could be carried
out to enable everything to
remain open during the height
of the tourist season but the
problems are too great for
a temporary fix. It has been
suggested the community, as
users of the bridge and walk,
may wish to contribute to the
repairs.

I For the full community
council report see www.loch-
abertimes.co.uk
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Raasay fel‘l‘y to be Parcel surcharge
removed no more

MSP secures CalMac assurance on emergency cover use

The MV Hallaig will no longer be used
as emergency cover for the Lochaline to
Fishnish ferry after the area’s MSP Kate
Forbes secured a fresh commitment from
CalMac for Isle of Raasay residents.

The MV Hallaig had often been with-
drawn from the Sconser route at short
notice, leaving islanders with the much
smaller MV Loch Linnhe struggling to
keep up with demand - often creating
lengthy queues and waiting times in the
process due to insufficient capacity.

At Ms Forbes’ request, CalMac will
also no longer use the MV Loch Linnhe
- which cannot carry more than 10
vehicles per crossing - as relief when the
MYV Hallaig is in for its annual refit, but
instead will use the MV Loch Tarbert or
MV Loch Bhrusda - both of which can
carry at least 18 vehicles.

Welcoming the news, Anne Gillies from
Raasay Community Council said: ‘For
many years Raasay’s ferry Hallaig was
taken to relieve the Lochaline - Fishnish
ferry when it went for its annual overhaul.

“This caused real problems on Raasay be-
cause it was replaced by the Loch Linnhe
- little more than a third of the size of
the Hallaig - which meant you could not
rely on getting on or off the island when
you wanted. Island businesses also faced
delays in getting supplies across.

‘We thought on several occasions that
meetings with CalMac staff had addressed
this issue, but time and again the Hallaig

sailed off for Mull. At long last, we have
a written assurance from CalMac’s man-
aging director that Hallaig will no longer
be routinely required to cover the MV
Lochinvar and also that Hallaig should
be replaced by a ferry capable of taking 18
cars.

‘We see this as a major step forward
and are grateful to Kate for her efforts in
securing this assurance.’

Ms Forbes told the Lochaber Times: ‘T
am very pleased that CalMac agree the
MV Hallaig should be serving Raasay
rather than being designated as the ‘relief
vessel’ for the Lochaline to Mull run. This
has been a considerable cause of concern
for residents and businesses on the island.

T am also pleased that when the MV
Hallaig goes in for its annual refit, either
the Loch Tarbert or the Bhrusda will serve
as the temporary replacement. There are
a lot of exciting developments on Raasay,
and T am pleased that CalMac has rec-
ognised the island’s growing economic
profile’

View from the Edge - Cath MacDonald

Last week I attended an
‘in-person’ meeting of a local
committee, the first in a long
time as previous meetings had
been on Zoom.

The meeting was held in the
Community Hall in Tarbert
and we were pleased to get the
use of a board room where we
could sit around a large table
and not too distant from each
other.

Members arrived with their
face masks but these were soon
dispensed with.

This was after all past August
9, or Freedom Day as it came
to be known in some parts of
the country.

The need for housing to allow
young people to remain on the
islands is an important part of
discussions at our meetings.

Itis emphasised that a greater
part of the money available for
housing should be spent in
rural areas and not all spent
around Stornoway, or other
smaller town centres.

Another problem discussed
was finding staff for hospitality
businesses for work over the
summer season, and also find-
ing accommodation for them.

In my student days it was
usual for students to spend
part of their summer holidays
taking on a job in hotels.

My first holiday job as a
student was in a hotel where
I assisted as a waitress and

> .

-
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helped with other duties.

In those days the staff
were usually mostly local.
Nowadays many of the local
women who would usually fill
these vacancies are employed
elsewhere, or may have set
up businesses of their own in
tourism, craftwork or other
things.

With so many tourists now
visiting the islands it was
agreed at the meeting that
there was a need for more
infrastructure such as toilets
and bins.

The idea that parking
charges, with any proceeds
from this going towards some
funding for infrastructure,
was discussed.

However, it was agreed lo-
cally that much consideration
needed to be made around
parking charges if it were to go
ahead.

There has also been much
discussion about transport
and ferries. Instead of the

triangular route by which
CalMac serves Harris and
North Uist it was felt that there
should be two ferries - one for
Uist and one for Harris.

Aletter was sent by the Harris
Transport Forum to the trans-
port minister Graeme Dey and
he is coming to Stornoway to
meet with the council.

This summer, as well as the
increase in bookings, there
have been cancellations due
to the fact that ferries had
to reduce the numbers they
could bring due to Covid
regulations.

Some who had booked
accommodation were later
disappointed to find they were
unable to get a ferry booking at
the time they had planned to
come to the islands.

On our campsite I found
that many who arrived had
travelled from Oban to
Lochboisdale or Barra and
then travelled up through the
Uists to Harris and Lewis.

The weather was good with
sunny days to the end of
August, and despite our local
concerns re infrastructure,
ferries,etc, our visitors were
thoroughly enjoying their time
on the isles.

VISITUS

www.lochabertimes.co.uk

costsisles £2.5m

New research has revealed
that the average cost in
areas of Scotland commonly
hit by parcel delivery sur-
charges is estimated to be
a staggering £44.8m every
year.

The Western Isles is the
sixth most affected area,
making up £2,406,000 of
the total costs to consumers.

SNP MSP for Na h-Eile-
anan an Iar Alasdair Allan
said: “The fact that some na-
tional couriers and retailers
still administer surcharges
for deliveries to certain
areas of Scotland, including
the Western Isles, absolutely
cannot be justified.

‘Why should someone in
the Western Isles have to
pay so much more for the
same product than someone
in the Central Belt, or in the
south of England?

“The fact that this issue has
yet to be resolved speaks
volumes about the priori-
ties of the Government in

Westminster and its lack of
regard for people who live in
rural areas. I would like to
call on the UK Government
to finally pass legislation
to outlaw this financial
discrimination and put an
end to this postcode lottery.

The Federation of Small
Businesses’ Highlands and
Islands development man-
ager David Richardson said:
‘While it is unacceptable
for firms to seek to profi-
teer from people in rural
communities who have no
option but to order goods
online, we must recognise
that greater distances and
lower volumes mean that
it is more expensive for
carriers to deliver to these
locations.

‘Increased delivery costs
must be borne by someone,
and for many smaller busi-
nesses the only options are
to pass them on to consum-
ers or not to deliver to some
parts of the country at all.’

THE BATHROOM EXPERTS
7e Glengallan Road, Oban

ANCY A NEW LOOK?

Pllatol
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LMapping climate change at Liniclate Library

An exciting public mapping
project has been launched at
Liniclate Library as part of a
wider Outer Hebrides Climate
Beacon initiative.

The mapping project aims to
reach as many residents in Uist
and Benbecula as possible to
find out what climate change
means to people in the area;
what concerns they have and
what areas, homes and other
local places might be most at
risk.

Climate change is an issue
which affects everyone in the
Quter Hebrides. However,
there are steps all communi-
ties, organisations and indi-
viduals can take to mitigate
carbon emissions and adapt to
impacts in ways that strength-
en the community.

Islanders have a strong
history of working with and
adjusting to environmental
changes. This mapping project
provides a space for people to
share their knowledge and
experience of environmental
changes and build a database
which communities can use to
plan for climate change.

David Maclennan, chair-

man of the Outer Hebrides
Community Planning
Partnership Climate Change
Group, explained: “The
evidence that our climate is
changing is strong - we can
expect to see warmer, drier
summers, heavier rainfall
events, more storms and rising
sea levels.

‘We have to make plans to
adapt to our changing climate
and this project gives people a
great opportunity to influence
our approach.’

The mapping project is one

of the first community engage-
ment pieces to be launched
for the newly-formed Outer
Hebrides Climate Beacon.

The Outer Hebrides Climate
Beacon is a partnership
between multiple creative,
cultural and public organ-
isations across the Outer
Hebrides, including the library
service, An Lanntair, Taigh
Chearsabhagh, Ceolas and
the Community Planning
Partnership’s Climate Change
Working Group.

The partnership is collabo-

rating on thought-provoking

events and exhibitions to
explore climate change and
aim to inspire positive action
in the lead up to and legacy
from the COP26 UN Climate
Change Conference in
Glasgow.

Having hosted a series of
online and in-person mapping
workshops in North Uist in
July and August, the Outer
Hebrides Climate Beacon
partnership is now offering
communities the opportunity
to map their histories and ex-

Connie Dawson from the
Climate Beacons partnership
leading a mapping work-
shop at Carinish Hall, North
Uist.

perience atin Liniclate Library.
The mapping project will then
be extended to other libraries
in the Outer Hebrides, includ-
ing the mobile library service.
People are also encouraged to
email their contributions on
environmental change if they
are unable to reach a library.
Eilidh Maclean, library de-
velopment officer for Liniclate
Library, added: “We are really
excited to be the first library in
the Outer Hebrides to host the
mapping engagement project.
‘People have such a deep

knowledge of the land and
will be aware of the changes
climate change has already
brought to the area.

‘Mapping these will have
huge benefit for all of us going
forward, and the project will
also give people, young and
old, the opportunity to share
their concerns about potential
impacts, which will help us
prepare and adapt for the
future’

The mapping project is avail-
able for all at Liniclate Library
until the end of this month,
while the project was due to
be launched via the mobile
library service in Uist at the
start of the month.

Mapping materials are avail-
able in Gaelic and English,
along with written and video
instructions. Liniclate Library
is currently open to the public
on Tuesdays from 4pm to 7pm,
Fridays from 2.30pm to 6pm
and Saturdays, from 10am to
1pm.

Opening hours are subject
to change so please contact
the library for details at 01870
603691 or lionacleitlibrary@
cne-siar.gov.uk.

-~

Open 24 hours

& Hungry?
€ Hot filled

rolls served
- 6.30am

from

24/7 launderette

SELF SERVICE
WASH & DRY

& HALFWAY FILLING STATION

Dunbeg, Oban PA37 1PX Tel: 01631 562784 Open 24 hours
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Aid worker’s father joins call
to welcome Afghan refugees

While the world watches in horror at the
events unfolding in Afghanistan, we can only
imagine what the Norgove family must be
feeling.

Lewis aid worker Linda Norgove died
during a rescue attempt more than 10 years
ago after she was kidnapped by the Taliban
while working in Afghanistan. Since then,
the charity set up by her parents following
her death has been helping women and
children affected by the war in Afghanistan.

It has so far raised more than £2 million
to fund more than 175 grassroots projects
and currently provides scholarships to 170
women studying at colleges and universities
in Afghanistan. The foundation hopes it
can arrange for 20 of its medical students to
come to the UK to continue their studies and
all five of Scotland’s medical schools have
agreed to help make this happen.

Several local authorities in Scotland have
started to welcome Afghan refugees and we
hope that before too long Lochaber and the
Western Isles can also help welcome families
who have had to flee their homes.

CE=
with responsibility
publication on this page.
However we reserve

the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print
them. Names and postal addresses must be supplied,
including on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime
phone number is also required for verification.
Anonymous letters will not be printed. Please email:
editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: Letters page, The
Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.

The editor welcomes
letters of approximately
300 words in length for

The views expressed on our letters page are those
of the contributors and do not necessarily reflect
the views or policies of The Oban Times.

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure that all
our reports are fair and accurate and comply with
the Editors’ Code of Practice set by the Independent
Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We realise, how-
ever, that mistakes happen from time to time. If we
have published anything that is factually incorrect,
please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk; telephone on
01631 568000; or email editor@obantimes.co.uk

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous,
reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you are
unsatisfied with our response, you can contact IPSO
by email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. We will abide by the
decision of IPSO.

Mull ferry disgrace

The decision by CMAL not to proceed with
the purchase of the vessel currently nearing
completion identified by the Mull and Iona Ferry
committee (MIFC) is not only unfortunate but
disgraceful.

The so-called explanations given in the excel-
lent coverage by the Oban Times were both facile
and platitudinous and did not even have a ring
of truth. The contempt for the efforts of MIFC
and others was only exceeded by the extraordi-
nary claim that they knew best and suggesting
that their expertise exceeded that of Strathclyde
Naval Architecture Department, whose report
concluded that the vessel was eminently suitable,
could be made to comply with MCA regulations
with ease and for a modest sum, and was, indeed,
a far more safe vessel than any in the CMAL fleet.

The arrogance is breathtaking. This from an
organisation condemned by a parliamentary
report last year as lacking competence and, in-
deed, relevance; that has presided over the FMEL
contract fiasco; one that intends, apparently, to
continue with a policy of ever larger mono hull
ferries contrary to the requests of islanders, an
organisation which, though it almost chartered
Pentalina, ignores the success of Pentland Ferries
with Pentalina and, more recently, Alfred,
vessels, fully compliant with our regulations and
almost identical to that sourced by MIFC.

Ironically, as Roy Pedersen has pointed out,
CMAL does not suffer from underfunding, the
problem is what they do with our money. They
will intend to replace the Isle of Mull with an
even larger vessel at a cost of some four or five
times the cost of the MIFC-sourced vessel and
the lead time will be of the order of five years.

The methods used by CMAL, as reported in
the Oban Times, to make it impossible for the
purchase to go ahead indicate that there was
never a serious commitment to facilitate this pur-
chase. That Transport Scotland and the Scottish
Government continue to treat CMAL with any
credibility beggars belief given their track record
and it appears that they will continue to spend
our money with profligacy.

The parliamentary enquiry, which ran to 129
pages has, sadly, been a waste of time and effort
on the part of the 11 parliamentarians. What sort
of government, whose record on procurement
has been abysmal, is this where they commission
an enquiry and kick it into the long grass as Mr
Wheelhouse said he will do within days of the
release. There are no grounds for optimism.

J Patrick Maclean, Oban.

Beachd Ailein

ALLAN CAMPBELL

ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Gu cinnteach tha dreach an thoghair air tighinn
air an duthaich, agus ged a bhios sinn an do-
chas ri beagan aimsire mhath air a’ bhliadhna
thathast tha sinn gu nadarra dualach a bhith
a’ toiseachadh ri smaoineachadh romhainn
gu geamhradh. Ged nach eil e ’s docha cho
fior eéiginneach ann am beatha a’ mhor-shl-
uaigh an-diugh, beagan ghinealaichean air
ais bha gleidheadh storas beathachaidh @
gheamhraidh, dha daoine agus ainmhidhean,
deatamach da-riribh agus na phriomh amas ro
dheireadh an fhoghair. ’S cinnteach gur e sin a
dh’thag seirbheisean taingealachd foghair cho
cudromach ann am beatha choimhearsnachdan
cuideachd, is daoine a’ toirt buidheachas airson
buannachd an cuid saothrach fhein agus an
toradh a bh’ aca ma seach airson laithean dorcha
a’ gheamhraidh. Ged nach robh am facal deal-
bhachadh ga chleachdadh aca mar a th’ againn
air leithid seo an-diugh bha plana-beatha aig
daoine gun teagamh sam bith, plana abh’ air fas
a eolas agus cruadal bith-beo far an robh sluagh
ann am bochdainn bhorb leantainneach. Cha
robh aca ach mar a ghlacadh iad air muir a bha
bitheanta cunnartach, agus mar a bhuaineadh
iad air criomagan talmhainn corrach air tir.
Bha beatha laitheil na dleastanas dhorainneach,
ach bha tuigse ann gun déanadh lionmhorachd
lamh an obair nab’ thasa agus bha co-obrachadh
agus earbsa an cach a cheile mar chleachdadh
steidhichte.

Mar a bhiodh duil, ’s cinnteach, an-diugh
tha gluasadan an t-saoghail mhalairteach sa
bhitheantas air an dealbh bliadhnaichean ro-

laimh, le tuairmse air cosgaisean agus cuimse
air na buannachdan ionmhais as treasa a
ghabhas. Agus ged a tha e abhaisteach a bhith a’
faicinn beagan airgid dion ga chumail ma seach
air eagal’s nach tachair ctiisean mar a bha duil
is dochas, feumar aideachadh gum bheil feall-
sanachd dealbhachaidh air a steidheachadh air
amasan soirbheachaidh, seach call. Saoilidh mi
gum bheil sin nas thiora buileach a thaobh ionn-
saighean cogaidh, far nach eil e coltach gun teid
armachd sam bith an sas le duil nach buannaich
iad. Chan eil sin ge-ta na leisgeul iomchaidh sam
bith dha mar a tha air tachairt aig port-adhair
Chabul is miltean de luchd-taice nan duthchan-
nan siar a bha an sas an Afganastan fad chorr air
fichead bliadhna gan treigsinn ’s an iomairt ar-
maichte sin caillte. Ciamar as urrainn dhuinne
dorainn nan daoine sin a thuigsinn is iad fthéin ‘s
an luchd-gaoil an cunnart am beatha fo amasan
borb dioghaltais an Taliban, agus ciamar as
urrainn dha ceannardan poilitigeach agus airm
nan duthchannan sin an co-dhunaidhean agus
ghniomhan a dhion? Bhiodh abairt aig mo
sheann neach-teagaisg Calum MacLeoid, ann
an Ard-sgoil Phort Righ, nach biodh seanailear
math a’ teicheadh bho bhlar uair sam bith, gur
ann a bhiodh e a’ tionndadh agus a’ caismeachd
air adhart!

Ach @’ cur eirmseachd an darna taobh, tha thios
gum bheil coir aig teisteanas mhoralta a bhith na
bhunait air poilitigs agus obair-airm dhuthaich
shiobhalta sam bith, agus far nach eil sin a’
tachairt nach saoil sibh gum bheil féin-speis
mbhor-shluagh na duthcha sin air a shuarachadh!

Money could be better spent

After reading Martin Laing’s At Random in
last week’s edition I have to agree with him;
why spend £250,000 on a street that’s only a few
hundred yards long when other parts of Argyll
could do with a share of that money.

Take a look at Sandy Neil’s article Mull Fiddle
Week, the photographs of all of these fantastic
musicians playing in Tobermory Main Street
in front of the town clock - both the street and
the clock could do with a bit of a refurbishment,
also the clock is running about four hours fast
all summer.

John Mackay, by email.

MPAs need to be enforced

Following a report by the US-based, oceanic
conservation group Oceana, which criticised
government inaction on protecting Scotland’s
Marine Protected Areas, I have just read a report
from Greenpeace and was shocked to see that an
industrial fishing vessel was again spotted in a
marine protected area.

These areas are specifically designated to let
nature recover and thrive. How can this possibly
be legal?

We are supposed to be world leaders in this area
and our government needs to act.

Janet Fox, Kilbirnie.

Stoddarts

JUST ARRIVED !

New Logic Scrub Buster
in stock for immediate delivery
Cuts everything!! Bracken, Rushes etc

Rrp £5,500+vat

SAVE £340!

our price £4,950 +vat

DELIVERY AND FINANCE ARRANGED

Agents for Honda ATV'’s,Yamaha Outboards and Pioner Boats
TEL: 01631564176 Moh: 07799 692072 john.stoddaris@htconnect.com www.stoddartsofoban.co.uk

&

NEW SERVICES

* Oil Heating

LPG &

Natural Gas
Repairs

Landlord &
Safety certificates
Servicing
Installations
Commercial
Renewables

07590 440 877

traleebaygas@gmail.com

Tralee \.

Heating Serwces

All Heating Services
for commercial
domestic and leisure ﬂ%

www.traleeheatingservices.co.uk
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Probus Club meetings moved
to rural complex centre

Lochaber Probus Club
has moved to a new
location, with meetings
now being held at

the Lochaber Rural
Complex Education
Centre.

Members meet for tea
and coffee - with the
important home-made shortbread - followed
by a guest speaker then lunch of soup and
sandwiches.

Probus Clubs are associations of retired and
semi-retired professional and business people
which provide opportunities for members to
meet others in similar circumstances, make new
friends and maintain and expand their interests.
It is not a fund-raising organisation.

The next meeting of the club will be on
Friday September 17 at 12.30pm at Lochaber
Rural Education Centre in Torlundy. The guest
speaker will be Clare Reynolds on the subject of
‘Music Therapy’.

For more information visit the club’s Facebook
page - Lochaber Probus Club - or email the sec-
retary David Anderson at david@mirlos.co.uk.

HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS

Slight fall in crime in
Highlands and Islands

Figures just published show a slight decrease
in the number of recorded crimes across the
Highland and Islands Division for the first
quarter of 2021-22.

Continuing with the trend of being one of the
safest areas to live in Scotland, the Highland
and Islands Division has recorded a reduction
across all crime groups compared to the same
period last year.

Divisional Commander Chief Superintendent
Conrad Trickett said: “The pandemic has
changed the policing needs of our communities
and despite recording reductions in recorded
crime, we are not complacent and acknowledge
that domestic abuse and sexual crimes remain
under-reported.

‘We acknowledge the home is not always a

Lochaber MP visits
Glasgow food bank

Ross, Skye and Lochaber MP lan Blackford
joined SNP colleagues Alison Thewliss MP,
David Linden MP and Neil Gray MSP at Glas-
gow food bank on Thursday to highlight
the urgent need for the £20 Universal Credit
uplift to be made permanent.

Part of a day of action aimed at stopping
cuts to Universal Credit - set to take effect
at the same time as furlough ends and
energy prices rise — the visit highlighted
the devastating impact this cut will have
on families across Scotland who are already
struggling.

The uplift was introduced by the UK
Government to help alleviate the impact of
the Covid-19 pandemic lockdown.

Calling on Chancellor Rishi Sunak to
overturn plans for the cut and extend it
to legacy benefits, the SNP’s Westminster
Leader commented: ‘The UK Government
must do the right thing. People are
struggling.

‘They need help, not another blow to their
finances.’

Ross, Skye and Lochaber MP lan
Blackford, left, visited the food bank
in Glasgow with fellow politicians on
Thursday.

safe place for everyone and we continue to work
alongside our colleagues in national specialist
units and our partners to detect cases of domes-
tic abuse, violence, sexual crimes and provide
support to victims and their families.

‘Local policing continues to be supported by
specialist and national teams which are deliver-
ing a service to our communities.

“This can be seen in the work road policing
officers are delivering to improve road safety
by carrying out operational activity to tackle
inappropriate speeds on our roads as well as
drink and drug driving.

‘We are also seeing results thanks to the work
conducted by teams including the National
Child Abuse Unit, the Domestic Abuse Task
Force and the Major Investigations Team.

‘We also continue to focus on tackling the
harm of controlled drugs and have conducted

a number of operations to target the supply of
drugs in our communities. Enforcement alone
is not the answer and we are working closely
with our partners to signpost vulnerable people
towards support services.’

The performance report was due to be
presented at the Scottish Police Authority
Policing Performance Committee yesterday
(Wednesday).

NEVIS

Nevis Hillwalking Club sets
sights on Beinn Squlaird

Members of Nevis Hill Walking Club plan to
tackle the 937m-high munro Beinn Sgulaird -
‘hat-shaped hill” on Saturday.

Beinn Sgulaird rises from the sea at the head
of Loch Creran between Glen Creran and
Glen Etive. The mountain takes the form of a
high-level undulating ridge which runs south-
west to northeast with splendid views of coast
and hills intertwined in this fascinating land-
scape. There are several return routes affecting
the total distance of the walk from 13km to
19km; 1,050m ascent.

For more detail of the routes, visit the website
www.nevishillwalking.club or Facebook page
www.facebook.com/NevisHillwalkingClub/

Please note walks may change at short no-
tice due to conditions on the day and Covid
restrictions.

If you are a keen hill walker, want to know
more about the club, participate in walks or are
interested in becoming a member, please contact
it at enquiries@nevishillwalking.club

ol

ARGYLL

REMOVALS
& STORAGE

REMOVALS ® STORAGE
HOUSE CLEARANCE

Phone Duncan on 01852 200378 or 07919 122570
or email: info@argyllremovals.co.uk

Contact MACC Developments Ltd Office on 01586 551555 or
enquiries@maccdl.co.uk for further information

i

MACC
A N Business Park

Workshops available to let

Sizes ranging from 62 Sqm to 1500 Sgm on secure business park site
Onsite offices, accommodation, internal and external storage space
Flexible lease terms available
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I would like to begin this
week’s column by wishing a
slightly belated happy 80th
birthday to the one and only
Donald Macrae!

Donald, pictured right, is
a humble guy but there is no
doubt he is a legend of the
Gaelic music scene in Glasgow
and further afield. Brought up
on a croft in Habost, Lewis,
Donald moved to Glasgow in
1961 and became absolutely
central to the legacy of places
such as The Highlanders
Institute and The Park Bar.

Perhaps predictably, it was
in the Park Bar where I first
met and heard him and I am
always struck by how strong
his voice still is and how
similar it sounds to his records
recorded all those years ago.
His prominence on the special
album released in 2017 to cel-
ebrate 50 years of music in the
Park Bar was entirely justified
considering his unquantifiable
influence on the place over half
a century.

I was pleased to hear he was
doing fine over lockdown when
he kindly helped me source
lyrics for one of his songs I was
singing for a Take The Floor
broadcast.

If you're reading this Donald,
I look forward to catching up
for a dram, and perhaps a song,
next time we both happen to be
in the Park. Slainte!

Talking about live singing,
what a thrill it was to get out
on the road with Tide Lines last
week for a tour that has been
postponed three times since its
original date back in May 2020.

I know what people say about
Highland time keeping but
an album tour beginning 15

months after the album release
has to be a new record!

Our opening gig was in
Glasgow, at the famous King
Tut’s Wah Wah Hut on St
Vincent Street. This was not
originally intended as part of
the tour (it was a standalone gig
for people who had pre-ordered
the album), so it is actually our
first of two Glasgow gigs in
the coming weeks, the second
being Kelvingrove Bandstand
on October 8.

While an autumn evening in
Kelvingrove has the potential
to be chilly, King Tuts was
quite the opposite. It was one
of the hottest days of the year
and Covid regulations prohibit
an air-conditioner that recycles
air around the venue!

Despite the heat, it was a
joy to be back and to play
on such an iconic stage that
has been graced by names
such as Coldplay, the Killers,

and Radiohead. It was also
the venue where Oasis were
'discovered'. These bands ob-
viously all went on to become
legendary and, if they all stick
in, they might even make it to
Donald Macrae’s level one of]
these days!

What'sonin

Glasgow

Il September 3-5: The
Riverside Festival

ll September 9: Biffy Clyro at
Glasgow Green

il September 10-12: TRNSMT
Festival

ll September 18: 10 years of
Trail West in the Barrowlands
ll October 7-8: Peat and Diesel
in the Barrowlands

ll October 8: Tide Lines at
Kelvingrove Bandstand

ll October 15: Skipinnish in
the Barrowlands

Oban hosts world premiere
of the Neanderthal Ballad

Oban Music Society welcomes back pianist
Clare Hammond to St John's Cathedral on
Saturday September 4 at 7pm.

She will be performing work by unjustly
neglected woman composers and the world
premiere of the Neanderthal Ballad' inspired by
ancient cave paintings.

Clare’s programme begins with works by
Helene de Montgeroult (1764-1836), the first
woman professor at the new Paris Conservatoire
in 1795, followed by pieces by Astor Pantaleon
Piazzola (1921-1992), an Argentine composer
and bandoneon. Brahms' Six Piano pieces end
the first half.

After the interval comes a completely new
work called The Neanderthal Ballads, which
Clare commissioned from Richard Barnard
for spring 2020. The music is inspired by early
cave paintings and exposes newly-discovered
connections between early humans and their
human-like relatives.

The second half also features The Bells Suite by
American composer William Grant Still Junior

Clare Hammond.

(1895-1978) and Variations on a Polish Theme
by the most celebrated Polish composer of the
early 20th century, Karol Maciej Szymanowski
(1882-1937).

Unfortunately continuing pandemic restric-
tions prevent the serving of refreshments during
the interval. Socially distanced seating will be
available for those who require it.

HIGHLAND CINEMA
FRI 3TH - THUR STH SEPTEMBER

G-CHl

WPLEGEND OF THE TEN RINGS

LY IN CINEMAS
PTEMBER 3

| ONE NIGHT ONLY
TUESDAY 7TH SEPTEMBER, 7PM

FRIDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER
Paw Patrol 10:30am. Highlands From The Air 11am.
Free Guy 12:15pm + 7:50pm. Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings
1pm, 4:15pm + 7:30pm. The Courier 2:50pm. Our Ladies 5:25pm.

SATURDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER
Paw Patrol 10:30am + 3pm. Highlands From The Air 11am.
The Courier 12:15pm. Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings
1pm, 4:15pm + 7:30pm. Our Ladies 5:25pm. Free Guy 7:50pm.

SUNDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER
Paw Patrol 10:30am + 3pm. Highlands From The Air 11am.
The Courier 12:15pm. Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings
1pm, 4:15pm + 7:30pm. Our Ladies 5:25pm. Free Guy 7:50pm.

MONDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER
Limbo 10:30am. The Courier Bairns at the Box Office: 11am.
Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings 1pm, 4:15pm + 7:30pm.
Our Ladies 1:40pm. Jungle Cruise 4:45pm. Free Guy 7:50pm.

TUESDAY 7TH SEPTEMBER
Highlands From The Air 12:30pm. Shang-Chi and the Legend of the
Ten Rings 1pm, 4:15pm + 7:30pm. Free Guy 2:45pm. Our Ladies 4:30pm.
Mick Fleetwood & Friends 7pm.

WEDNESDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER
Paw Patrol 10:30am. Highlands From The Air 11am. The Courier 12:15pm.
Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings 1pm, 4:15pm + 7:30pm.
Free Guy 2:50pm + 7:30pm. Our Ladies 5:25pm.

THURSDAY 9TH SEPTEMBER
Paw Patrol 10:30am. Highlands From The Air 11am. Limbo 12:15pm.
Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings 1pm, 415pm + 7:30pm.
The Courier 2:50pm. Free Guy 5:25pm. Our Ladies 8pm.

RN

ll
HIGHLAND
CINEMA

FILM SYNOPSIS, TRAILERS, TICKETS AND TO
SIGN UP FOR OUR WEEKLY E-NEWSLETTER:

WWW.HIGHLANDCINEMA.CO.UK
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Shinty round up

Kinlochshiel =~ reached  the
Tulloch Homes Camanachd
Cup Final for the first time
following the shinty action on
Saturday August 28.

Tulloch Homes Camanachd
Cup - Semi Final

Kinlochshiel 2 Kyles Athletic
0

Kinlochshiel are through to
the Camanachd Cup Final for
the first time in their 63-year
history after beating Kyles
Athletic 2-0 in their 4.10pm
throw-up at Taynuilt Sports
Field.

Kinlochshiel =~ had  been
missing  defenders  Conor
Cormack, David Falconer

and Mark MacDonald in
recent weeks but Cormack and
Falconer were able to start with
MacDonald taking a place on
the bench.

Kyles  Athletic  defender
George Thomson was still
out through injury but Neil
MacVicar and Conor Kennedy,
who both sustained injuries
in the previous weekend’s
Artemis Macaulay Final defeat
to Kingussie, were fit to start.

The pitch looked in great
condition and it was a warm
afternoon in complete contrast
to the rain endured by Oban
Camanachd and Lovat at
the same venue the previous
Saturday.

After two Saturdays without
a match, Kinlochshiel made a
sluggish start and their keeper
Josh Grant twice saved well
from low Colin MacDonald
efforts.

Kinlochshiel settled though
and Jordan Fraser dropped
a teasing ball in on goal but
keeper John Whyte dealt
well with the bouncing ball,
slapping it away for a corner.
Whyte then saved with his feet
to thwart Keith MacRae before
sweeping the ball away for an-
other corner and the opening
15 minutes remained goal-less.

Kyles defender Andrew King
was spoken too by referee Ross
Brown as the contest got feisty.

Roddy MacDonald was
pulled back from the forward
line to take over from his
brother Innes MacDonald at

centre in an attempt to turn
Tighnabruaich

the tie the

men’s way.

But Kinlochshiel were be-
ginning to dominate and John
MacRae played a one-two with
Jordan Fraser before pushing
the ball into the side netting
from the right of the ‘D’.

Kinlochshiel continued to
press and Jordan Fraser took a
ball from Duncan ‘DA’ MacRae
before running forward and
firing just over the bar.

Kyles finished the half on
the front foot and threatened
when Colin Macdonald took
the ball to the right of the ‘D’
before crashing a great shot off
the crossbar with the keeper
helpless.

Josh Grant then had to
spread himself to keep out
Conor Kennedy’s low shot
from the left, the keeper saving
with his stick. Ross Macrae
just couldn’t find the net from
the rebound and the first half
finished goal-less.

Kinlochshiel replaced an
injured Duncan ‘WD’ MacRae

with Jonny Macaskill at
half-time.
Kinlochshiel created the

first chance of the second half
when Jordan Fraser took down
a cross-field ball from Duncan
Matheson and forced a John
Whyte save with feet before
the goalie cleared the ball
wide. Meantime, an already
stretched Kyles were troubled
when defender Callum Millar
went down with cramp whilst
Scott MacDonald started to
feel the effects of his hand in-
jury. Innes MacDonald needed
treatment soon after.

Kyles attacks were becoming
more rare although Josh Grant
had to save low from Ross
Macrae’s shot. The keeper’s
clearance deflected off Colin
MacDonald but, luckily for
Kinlochshiel, the ball went
wide to safety.

Kinlochshiel forced a couple
of corners and took the lead on
58 minutes.

Jonny MacAskill’s corner
from the right dropped for
John MacRae whose shot was
blocked by Callum Millar but
when the rebound came back
to MacRae in a central posi-
tion, he pushed a short pass to
his brother Keith MacRae and

Kyles’ Roddy Macdonald breaks through the Kinlochshiel

lines. Photograph: Neil Paterson.

the Kinlochshiel skipper fired
a low shot into the net to break
the deadlock.

Kyles were always a threat
and with Colin MacDonald
occupying two Kinlochshiel
defenders, Innes MacDonald
spurned a great chance when
he nipped in to take the ball
to his left but sent a drive over
the bar with David Falconer
challenging.

Kinlochshiel went back on
the attack and Ali Nixon’s
strike from wide on right went
past the goal.

Scott MacDonald went down
again and had to succumb to
his hand injury with Rupert
Williamson coming on and
Roddy MacDonald dropping
back into defence where he
shadowed Keith MacRae.

Andrew King was spoken too
again, this time after catching
Keith MacRae on the back of
the legs.

John MacRae held off Neil
MacVicar to win possession
but shot wide of goal, whilst at
the other end, Kinlochshiel’s
Finlay MacRae needed treat-
ment after being caught by
Colin MacDonald’s swing but
he limped back into action.

Kinlochshiel claimed for a
penalty when the ball came off
John Whyte’s foot as he missed
a swing in an attempt to clear
the ball but the referee waved
away their claims.

Andrew King and Ali Nixon
were next to require treatment.

As the tie moved into the
final 10 minutes, Kinlochshiel
keeper Josh Grant twice saved
his side as he showed great
reflexes to keep out Colin
MacDonald’s  shot  which
deflected off Conor Cormack
but Grant, who was moving to
his right, managed to change
direction as he stretched left
to keep the ball out with his
stick. Then Grant dived along
the ground to palm away a
spinning ball from Conor
Kennedy.

Kinlochshiel’s Ali Nixon shot
wide and with his calf injury
worsening, under 17 player
Archie MacRae came on in his
place.

Kyles pushed Roddy
MacDonald forward again in
an attempt to take the tie to
extra time.

Cairn Limbert came on for a
limping Thomas Whyte as 90
minutes approached.

Referee Ross Brown signalled
eight minutes of stoppage time
and Kyles now pushed almost
everyone forward including
full back Callum Millar,
but they couldn’t breach the
Kinlochshiel back line.

This meant the
Tighnabruaich men  were
vulnerable to a counter-attack

and following a stray ball in
midfield, Jordan Fraser found
Archie MacRae whose back-
hand shot was saved but John
Whyte couldn’t clear the ball
and Jordan Fraser nipped in
and kept his balance, taking
the ball by the keeper as he
cut in from the right before
knocking it over the line to
make it 2-0.

Archie MacRae could have
added a third after a great John
MacRae run but two goals
were enough as Kinlochshiel
enjoyed the late pressure and
Kyles looked spent.

Scotland head coach Garry
Reid’s choice as man of the
match was Kinlochshiel keeper
Josh Grant who made good
stops at important times. His
team mate Jordan Fraser must
have run him close.

Kinlochshiel now await the
outcome of this Saturday’s
Tulloch Homes Camanachd
Cup semi final between
Kingussie and Lovat at an
Aird.

Alvance British Aluminium
Balliemore Cup semi-final
Skye Camanachd P

Inveraray P

The semi-final between Skye
Camanachd and Inveraray at
Spean Bridge was postponed
because of Covid restrictions
as Skye suspended all shinty
for a week.

Beauly P Bute P

The tie between Beauly and
Bute was also postponed
because of Covid restrictions
which affected the islanders.

The tie has been re-arranged
for this Saturday at the Jubilee
Park with a 3pm throw-
up. Skye Camanachd and
Inveraray meet in the other
semi-final at the same venue
with a noon throw-up.
cottages.com MacTavish Cup
first round
Lovat 2 Glenurquhart 3
Glenurquhart beat Lovat 3-2 in
their 3pm throw-up at Blairbeg
to take their place in the
cottages.com MacTavish Cup
quarter-finals.

Glenurquhart got off to
a great start with David
MacLennan scoring in the
opening minute. It remained
that way until 20 minutes from
time when Connor Golabek
added a second.

Greg Matheson pulled a goal
back from the penalty spot
three minutes later but John
Barr’s effort on 76 minutes
made it 3-1.

Greg Matheson’s second on
87 minutes sent up a tense end
to the tie, but Glenurquhart
stayed in front and now play
Fort William in the quarter-fi-
nals with the prize a meeting
with Kingussie in the semi-fi-
nals of the competition.

Fort William v Lochaber: Astie Cameron in a tackle with
Findlay MacDonald. Photograph: lain Ferguson, alba.photos

Mowi Senior League A

Fort William 2 Lochaber 1
Fort William enjoyed a 2-1
derby win over Lochaber in a
thrilling match at An Aird.

Fort William were 4-0
winners when the sides met at
Spean earlier in the season but
they were missing a number
of players for this game. Jay
MacLeod, Cameron Grant and
Sean Cruickshank all played,
with the latter making his first
appearance in more than two
years.

Referee Calum Girvan sig-
nalled a minute’s silence ahead
of throw-up as those present
remembered much-respected
Fort William Chieftain Bobby
MacLeod who died the previ-
ous week.

There was early action at
both ends before Grant Disher
found space on the left and
his low, hard shot from a tight
angle went into the far corner
of the net to give the hosts the
lead on 10 minutes.

Lochaber showed their met-
tle, however, as Jack Dignan
continued his scoring spree to
level from in front of the goals
a couple of minutes later.

Lewis Morrison, who suf-
fered a knock moments earlier,
put Fort William back in front
on 20 minutes. The goal came
out of nowhere as Morrison’s
25-yard shot from out on the
right went just inside the post.

Referee  Calum  Girvan
awarded the visitors a penalty
for a ‘kick’ with Fort William
claiming there was an offside
ahead of the infringement.
Gregor Cameron stepped up
and hit the ball well enough but
Paul MacKay made a brilliant
save with the ball cannoning
back off his stick to the extent
it almost went out for a hit-in.

If that save was top drawer,
Lochaber  keeper  Callum
MacDonald  bettered it.
MacDonald’s initial save saw
the ball go wide and Arran
MacPhee unleashed a rock-
et-shot which MacDonald

Fort’s Ruaraidh Shaw and
Patrick Toal reach fora

high ball during Saturday’s

Ieague encounter. photograph:
lain Ferguson, alba.photos

palmed away to safety.
Lochaber went all-out for a
leveller although the final 20
minutes of the contest was
more even.

Speaking after the match,
Fort William co-manager
Victor Smith said: Tt was a
cracking derby match. The
players loved it, the crowd
loved it and there was plenty
banter around the touchline.

‘We struggled to get a side
together. I called Addie -
Adam Robertson - on Friday
morning to tell him we only
had seven confirmed players
at that point. We didn’t want
to disrupt the second team as
they had a semi-final to play so
Jay MacLeod, Cameron Grant
- who was terrific at wing cen-
tre — and Sean Cruickshank
dusted down their camans
to play for the first time in a
while. Grant Disher also came
in and did well too, scoring a
great goal.

‘Paul MacKay made a great
save from their penalty but
Callum MacDonald’s stop
with his hand from Arran
MacPhee was even better.
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‘We have another derby to
look forward to this Saturday
against Kilmallie.’

Mowi Senior League B
Newtonmore 5 Caberfeidh 1
After three Saturdays without a
fixture, Newtonmore returned
to the field to beat Caberfeidh
5-1 in their 3pm throw-up at
the Eilan.

Newtonmore manager
Orsten Gardner was unavail-
able so Michael Russell looked
after the side.

Caberfeidh have been boost-
ed by Blair Morrison’s return
to their defence after a nasty
hand injury.

Drew  MacDonald  put
Newtonmore ahead on 40
minutes with the only goal of
the first half.

Tain Robinson made it 2-0
on 52 minutes with the goal of
the game. Robinson and Drew
MacDonald linked up really
well in the build-up before
Robinson finished.

Kevin Bartlett pulled a goal
back on 67 minutes, only for
substitute Max Campbell to
make it 3-1 on 74 minutes.

Referee Willie MacDonald
spotted an off-the-ball incident
between Max Campbell and
Connor MacGregor with 10
minutes remaining and sent
both players off.

There were no complaints
from either camp.

Late goals from Declan
Brannanand Drew MacDonald
put the gloss on the win.

The final scoreline was harsh
on Caberfeidh who were foiled
on several occasions by fine
Kenny Ross saves.

Beauly P Kingussie P

The clash between Beauly and
Kingussie at Braeview Park
was called off because of Covid
restrictions.

Strathdearn Cup semi-finals
Newtonmore 4

Fort William 3

The Newtonmore colts edged
out the Fort William colts 4-3
in their noon throw-up at the
Eilan.

Mark Fraser got Fort William
off to a great start with a fan-
tastic strike from the left after
two minutes.

Savio Vastano’s deflected shot
drew Newtonmore level on 20
minutes and Craig Macleod
gave them the lead for the first
time on 38 minutes.

Graham Campbell turned
home Rhys Kennedy’s corner
from the right to make it 2-2
a couple of minutes later, only
for Fraser MacKintosh to
score on 44 minutes to give
Newtonmore a 3-2 advantage
at the interval.

Craig Macleod’s second on
67 minutes made it 4-2 and
Newtonmore looked set for the
final.

However when referee Steven
MacLachlan awarded the hosts
a penalty with five minutes
remaining, Mark Fraser held
his nerve to score his second
goal of the afternoon.

Fort keeper Stuart Disher

made some great saves during
the 90 minutes. Newtonmore
saw out the closing stages and
their experienced forward
line of Glen MacKintosh,
Fraser MacKintosh and Craig
Macleod made the difference.
Newtonmore will meet the
winners of this Saturday’s
semi-final between the Lovat
and Kingussie second teams in
the final.
Lovat P Kingussie P
The noon throw-up between
the Lovat seconds and the
Kingussie seconds at Balgate
was postponed because of
Covid restrictions.
Mowi North League A
Glengarry P Lochcarron P
Team  raising  difficulties
forced the postponement of
Glengarry’s meeting with
Lochcarron at Craigard.
Skye Camanachd P

Kinlochshiel P
The game between Skye
Camanachd’s seconds and

the Kinlochshiel seconds was
brought forward to Thursday
August 26 to allow both sets
of players to attend their first
team’s important semi-finals
on the Saturday.

However, the game was
called off when Skye suspend-
ed shinty activity for a week as
a Covid precaution.

Mowi North League B
Inverness 2 Glenurquhart 2
Inverness and the
Glenurquhart second team
drew 2-2 at the Bught Park.

After a scoreless first 45 min-
utes, Angus MacCallum gave
Glenurquhart the lead on 50
minutes but Alan MacPherson
levelled five minutes later.

Angus MacCallum’s second
and Ruaraidh Hughes strike,
both around the hour mark,
made the final score 2-2.

Mowi North League C
Aberdeen University P
Beauly P

Travel issues forced the
postponement of the match
between Aberdeen University
and the Beauly’s second team
at Balgownie.

Strathglass P

Strathspey Camanachd P
The meeting between the
Strathglass ~ second  team
and Strathspey Camanachd
at Cannich was an early
postponement due to Covid
restrictions affecting the home
club.

Mowi Central League
Kilmory 0 Lochaber 3

The Lochaber second team
made their first visit to MacRae
Park and returned with both
points after beating Kilmory
3-0.

David Langan scored on
37 minutes to give Lochaber
an interval lead and added a
second a couple of minutes
after the re-start. Darris Riddle
made it 3-0 on 66 minutes.
Glenorchy P Kilmallie P
Glenorchy’s game against the
Kilmallie colts at Mart Park
was called off because of Covid
restrictions.

Lochaber athletes
race bonnie bens

It was the bonny banks and
bens of Loch Lomond for
Lochaber hill runners recently
when they tackled the Luss
Lollipop race.

Named after the shape of the
race route, the event involved
two steep climbs starting from
Luss village car park.

The event doubled as the
West District Hill Running
championships with Sarah
MacDonald of  Lochaber
Athletic Club finishing third
in one hour, 31 minutes and
23 seconds (1:31:23), about
four minutes behind the senior
womens’ winner Caroline

Marwick of Highland Hill
runners. Sarah was supported
by teammate Amy Disher, now
regularly hill running at the
highest level, who was 59th
in 1:55:17, closely followed by
Kathleen Cameron in 60th in
1:56:12.

In the mens event, Simon
Drysdale of Lochaber ran an
outstanding race to take fourth
place in 1:19:59.

Matt MacDonald is making
consistent improvements and
recorded 1:24:46 to take 12th
place. The other Lochaber team
runners were Angus Cameron
in 20th (1:27: 54) and Steve

MacDonald finished in 23rd
place with a time of 1:30:07.
With limited events available
this year, Lochaber runners
continue to make the most of
racing opportunities. More
runners are needed in all
age groups for the one-off
Scottish ~ Athletics ~ Scottish
Hill Running Championships
in Dingwall at Cioch Mhor
on October 9 and the popular
Meall a Bhuachaille North
District Championship race
near Glenmore on October 23.
There is still time to sharpen
up and enter on the site SI
Entries.

Bumper entry ready
to make rally
history in October

Full, complete, chockablock...
three words to describe the
entry for October’s Beatson’s
Building Supplies Mull Rally.

Last time the Tobermory-
based event ran, online entries
sold out in under an hour.

In an effort to give everyone
the best possible chance,
Beatson’s Building Supplies
Mull Rally organisers elected
to run a ballot system follow-
ing a 48-hour entry window.

The result? More records,
with the biggest entry in a
decade as more than 200 crews
put their names down for one
of the 150 spaces available.

Clerk of the course Andy
Jardine said: ‘Once again,
were incredibly flattered to
receive the kind of interest and
commitment we’ve had from
crews. We received 209 entries
and then, after selecting a
few, drew the majority of the
remaining names out of a hat.

The crews that didn’t make
the first 150 will go down on
the reserves’ list. On behalf of
the team, I would like to say a
huge thank you to the rallying
community.

‘The  Beatson’s  Building
Supplies Mull Rally has been
away for a year due to Covid-19
and, in the sort of uncertain
times we’ve been through in
the last 12 months, we could
take nothing for granted. We
hoped people would still want
to come up here for what we
believe is the best rally in the
world. I'm happy to say they’re
coming in droves.

For the first time in its
history, the Mull event will
count as a round of the British
Rally Championship (BRC)
meaning the competition is
going to be tighter than ever
during the event from October
7 to October 10.

Local heroes and former

The sell-out Mull Rally
will run from October 7 to
October 10 this year.

winners Paul MacKinnon,
John MacCrone and Calum
Duffy will be flying the Mull
flag against BRC stars includ-
ing Rhys Yates, Matt Edwards,
Osian Pryce and Sam Moffett.

‘Were  delighted to  wel-
come the British Rally
Championship  crews  up

here,” said Andy Jardine. ‘It’s
fantastic to see the Mull Rally
running as a scoring round in
a series which once rivalled the
World Rally Championship it-
self in terms of popularity and
competitiveness. We’re making
history on Mull in October. It’s
going to be fascinating to see
how the competition plays out.
Victory in this event means so
much to so many people - and
throwing a maximum BRC
points score into the mix is
only going to spice things up.

‘In six weeks we’ll all be on
the island and getting ready
for the start of the Beatson’s
Building Supplies Mull Rally.
It’s been two years since we last
filled the island with rally fever
and I can’t wait to see and hear
the cars back in action.’

This year’s event includes
148 competitive miles across
17 stages split into three legs.
Starting out of Tobermory
at 7.30pm on Friday October
8, the crews go straight into
the first of five stages before
arriving into an overnight halt
at Salen shortly after midnight.

An 11.20am re-start from
Garmony is the precursor to
eight more stages on Saturday
afternoon, before a five-hour
break and a final four-test loop
ending with the classic run up
Glen Aros and over the Lochs
to a finish outside Tobermory
just before 2am on Sunday.

LT

Plockton Sailing
Club brings
season to a close

Plockton Sailing Club’s 88th
season came to an end on
Saturday after good racing
throughout August.

The season was brought to
a close when the Visitors Cup
for local boats was held on
a cloudy, calm day, with five
boats racing for honours.

Results: 1 lan Hay, Seolta;

2 David Hay, Coruisk; 3 Neil
Macrae, Rona.

The second race of the
afternoon and the final one
of the season was for the Islay
Trophy/Jubilee Cup, present-
ed by the late Dick Macrae for
the club’s 50th year in 1983.

Five boats entered.

Results: 1 Michael Hay, Nan; 2
David Hay, Coruisk; 3 lan Hay,
Seolta.

Dick’s wife Liz presented
the trophy after the race.
Other cups and prizes were
also presented: St Kilda Cup,
centreboards, David Hay; Line
Honours, local boats, lan Hay;
Line Honours, centreboards,
Michael Hay.

The previous weekend,
five yachts battled it out for
the annual Frithard Trophy.
Conditions were poor - light
winds and rain - with the last
yachts crossing the finishing
line after seven hours.

Results: 1 Brian Firth,
Cracklin Rose; 2 Graham
Sharp, Hatalinqua; 3 David
Hay, Bragar.

Fort William draw
East Stirlingshire
in Scottish Cup
first round

Fort William Football Club
had two fixtures postponed
as a result of Covid.

A mid week tie with Nairn
County and Saturday’s tie
with Brechin City FC were
called off.

Despite no football on the
pitch, manager Ashley Hollyer
and his players kept an eye
out for who they will be
playing in the first round of
the Scottish Cup.

Scotland rugby coach
Gregor Townsend pulled out
the names and handed Fort
William a trip to face East
Stirlingshire.

In the higher leagues
for many a season before
relegation a few years ago,
East Stirlingshire will provide
tough opposition and the
Fort will have to give it their
all to advance in the compe-
tition. But that's the magic of
the cup where any team can
beat another on the day.

Fort William will travel to
play the lowland league team
on Saturday September 18.
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SCOTTIIT LD OTTISH FIELD WHISKY AWARDS

29 October 2021 7pm arrival Dress code: Smart casual

Challenge
21 YEARS TO PURCHASE TICKETS VISIT:
beautifultickets.com/events/scottish-field-whisky-awards-21st-anniversary

*You must be 18 or over to attend the event.

Boxing Day celebrations but
no Christmas trees in sight

Lochaber club
opens its doors to
mark international
anniversary

There were Boxing Day cele-
brations in Lochaber last Friday
- without a Christmas tree in sight.

The International Boxing
Association declared August 27
as its Boxing Day to mark the
anniversary of its first World
Amateur Boxing Championships
47 years ago in Cuba.

Clubs across the world were in-
vited to participate and Lochaber
Phoenix Boxing Club opened up
its Corpach gym to everyone with
an interest in finding out what it
does at regular training sessions.

Junior and senior club members
enjoyed demonstrating the
many steps involved, from health
and fitness to learning how to
gradually build the experience to
take them into the ring.

Coaches Aidan Donnelly and
Emma Lauder guided the activi-
ties at all levels, with the members
delighted to demonstrate the
skills they have acquired.

For details on how to join the
club, which is also a registered
charity, and what sessions are
available, check out their Face-
book page.

Jags make it two from two with victory over Vale

Above: First year pupil Keira Welch has
been a regular at the club for many
years.

Right: Members of Lochaber Phoenix
Boxing Club had fun celebrating
International Boxing Day. photographs: lain

Ferguson, alba.photos

MORE SPORT

Vale of Leven 2
SLT 6

President’s League Cup

South Lochaber Thistle (SLT)
made it two from two in this
season’s President’s League
Cup with a comprehensive
victory over Vale of Leven at
the weekend.

After negotiating more than

45 minutes of traffic tailbacks
the SLT squad, missing a few
regulars with work commit-
ments and one to Covid, took
to Argyll Park on a sweltering
Alexandria afternoon.

Vale had the best of the play
for the first 10 minutes but
soon succumbed to the fast
and intricate play of the Jags
in only their second game of
the season. Vale scored from

a Ross Macfarlane header at
a corner soon after Martin
Munro had opened the scoring
but by half-time SLT found
themselves 4-1 to the good.

Early in the second half, the
Vale had a chance to peg the
Jags back after Kieran Lopez
gave away what appeared to
be a soft penalty, which Ross
Davies converted.

From then, however, Vale

found it hard to break down
a resolute Jags defence with
Callum Boyd and Stevie Neil
winning everything at centre
half. SLT added a fifth before
the referee gave Lopez a second
yellow and a red after a chal-
lenge. The disappointment of
losing Lopez spurred the team
on to score the sixth and put
the game to bed. Manager Alan
Gray said: “That was an abso-

lutely fantastic performance.
Some of the new players have
given me a proper selection
headache as we approach the
Scottish Cup first round tie
next week.

The Jags travel to Springburn
outfit Bengal Lancers for that
fixture as the Kinlochleven
outfit look to make it past the
first round for the first time in
their history.
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AD\; JI I“BR Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday 2 September, 2021 are listed below
with differences for major ports listed alongside. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
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FORT WILLIAM WEATHER
Thursday Friday

Sunny and Sunny intervals
light winds and light winds
Temperatures Temperatures
12°Cto 21°C. 12°C to 19°C.
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‘ N O RTH WEST
SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T:01631 565740 F: 01631 565780
M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

Saturday
Sunny intervals
a gentle breeze
Temperatures
12°C to 18°C.

Sunday

Light cloud and
a gentle breeze
Temperatures
13°C to 18°C.

Chain, shackles and buoys all available to purchase
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