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Two young girls take the three-legged race in their stride at the 
summer games organised by Arran Library last week. For more 
photographs, turn to page three.

Three-legged race is a breeze

Arran is emerging from the worst 
outbreak of coronavirus on the 
island since the pandemic began in 
March last year.

Some hotels, B&Bs, pubs, cafes 
and shops on the island have been 
forced to close temporarily, or adopt 
new measures of working, a� er sta�  
tested positive for the virus, mean-
ing co-workers had to self-isolate. 
Several businesses, not related to 
hospitality, have also been a� ected.

O�  cially, 15 positive cases have 
been recorded but local reports 
suggest the number could be higher. 
It is thought most cases involve 
the younger generation and while 
several have been very ill, the health 
services have not been overwhelmed.

NHS Ayrshire and Arran’s Test 
and Protect team has con� rmed 
that a contact tracing exercise has 
been carried out on Arran, following 
a number of con� rmed cases of 

Covid-19 infection which have links 
to hospitality venues and accommo-
dation providers on the island.

But there are signs the worst of the 
outbreak could be over. Auchrannie 
was due to fully re-open today 
(Friday) a� er it was forced to shut 
both their hotels a� er two positive 

tests among back of house sta� . � e 
contact tracing impact meant 32 
members of sta�  had to self-isolate. 
� e Douglas Hotel, which also 
closed, re-opens on Monday, with 
most other businesses a� ected 
re-opening in the following days.

As a result of the outbreak, all 
visitors are being urged to test before 
they arrive on the island and every-
one in the 18-50 age group, who are 
due to get their second vaccine on 

July 31 at Arran High School, are 
being urged to do so.

Lisa Davidson, assistant director of 
public health at NHS Ayrshire and 
Arran, said: ‘We have undertaken a 
careful risk assessment to identify 
any individuals who may have had 
contact with the con� rmed cases. 
� ese individuals have been contact-
ed and told to self-isolate for 10 days 
and book a test.

‘To reduce the spread of coronavi-
rus, we encourage anyone planning 
to travel to the island to test before 
they do so. You can order rapid lat-
eral � ow tests by visiting the Scottish 
Government website here www.gov.
scot/publications/coronavirus-cov-
id-19-getting-tested/pages/no-cov-
id-symptoms. Delivery is to your 
home anywhere in the UK and they 
should arrive within 24 to 48 hours.

‘If your test result is negative it 
is not a guarantee that you do not 
have coronavirus. You must con-
tinue to follow national and local 
                          Continued on page 2.

Arran is ready 
to bounce back 
after Covid surge

All visitors are being 
urged to test before they 
arrive on the island...

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
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Park Terrace, Lamlash, KA27 8NB

Open Mon – Fri 8am – 5pm
ALL VEHICLE MAKES SERVICED & REPAIRED.  

CAR & MOTORCYCLE MOT TESTING.

Strict social distancing & face mask requirements apply. 
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Ready Mix Concrete (BSI 
certified) available

Petrol Station & Building 
Materials available at 

Lamlash yard 
Mon – Fri, 8am – 4.30pm  



Sannox is being built, the 
company has said.

� e assurance comes a� er 45 
employees, a mixture of o�  ce 
and yard-based sta� , were sent 
home. A total of 18 were found 
to have contracted the virus, 
while 27 are self-isolating, hav-
ing been in close contact with 
those with positive results.

Despite the absenteeism over 
the past two weeks, the na-
tionalised shipyard is reported 
to be continuing to operate 
normally across all areas with 
no closures in any particular 
area of operations.

A spokeswoman at Ferguson 

Marine said: ‘In recent weeks, 
we have seen an increase in 
employees testing positive for 
Covid, re� ecting the picture 
across Scotland. 

‘We have had robust Covid 
measures in place for many 
months to protect our employ-
ees, sub-contractors and the 
community. 

‘� ese protocols were de-
veloped in collaboration with 
trade unions and are being fol-
lowing stringently. Currently, 
we don’t anticipate any impact 
on operations.’

� e Ferguson Marine ship-
yard is building the MV Glen 

Sannox which, following years 
of delay, is due to start on the 
Ardrossan to Brodick route 
when it comes in to service in 
September 2022. 

Her sister ship is still known 
as hull 802.

In a report issued last month 
by turnaround director Tim 
Hair, it was reported the Covid 
lockdowns will cost Ferguson 
Marine approximately £4.3m. 
� is is made up of £2.3m of 
payroll cost for direct labour 
who were unable to work 
during periods of lockdown, 
plus £2m of facility cost and 
overheads.
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Continued from page 1.
restrictions, including corona-
virus guidance. If you develop 
coronavirus symptoms you 
must self-isolate and book a 
PCR test,’ Ms Davidson added.

As reported in last week’s 
Banner, since the beginning 
of the vaccination programme 
4,102 island residents have had 
at least one dose of vaccine and 
3,218 are now fully vaccinated 
having had both doses. � e 
remainder of the adult popula-
tion will be fully vaccinated by 
the end of the month.

However, health o�  cials say 
that regardless of your vac-
cination status, people living 
in Ayrshire and Arran are 
reminded to follow the current 
guidelines and FACTS to help 
stop the spread of coronavirus.

Meanwhile, the tourist trade 
on Arran is looking forward to 
a boost with the con� rmation 
that the whole of Scotland will 
move to level zero on July 19.

As a result there will be no 
requirement for customers 
to pre-book a two-hour slot 

to go to a pub or restaurant. 
However, customers will still 
be required to provide contact 
details to assist Test and 
Protect and they will still be 
required to wear face coverings 
except when seated.

More people will also be 
allowed to meet indoors and 
attend weddings and funerals.

It is still hoped Scotland will 
move beyond level zero from 
August 9 - the point at which 
the government aimed to 
scrap most legal restrictions. A 
decision on this will be taken 
next month.

Among other announce-
ments in Ms Sturgeon’s 
statement to Holyrood on 
Tuesday were plans to remove 
the blanket requirement for 
close contacts of those who test 
positive to self-isolate, as long 
as they have had two doses of 
vaccine.

In addition, fully-vaccinated 
people returning from amber 
list countries will not need to 
quarantine as long as they take 
a test a� er arrival.

Arran ready to bounce 
back after businesses 
close due to Covid surge

Travellers urged to check their 
insurance cover before trips
Arran residents 
planning on 
travelling in the 
near future are 
being advised 
to check their 
level of travel 
insurance a� er 
an in� uential 
survey revealed 
less than one per 
cent of travel insurance 
policies are currently provid-
ing full comprehensive cover.

� e survey, by the consumer 
group Which?, highlights a 
potential pitfall which could 
leave travellers signi� cantly 
out of pocket if o�  cial travel 
advice to their chosen destina-
tion changes between booking 
and travelling.

North Ayrshire and Arran 
MP Patricia Gibson, who 
is also the SNP’s consumer 
a� airs spokesperson, raised 
this concern at Westminster 
last week.  

Mrs Gibson said: 
‘Which? has 

found that many 
travellers are 
‘being le�  with 
a false impres-
sion’ about 
their level of 

travel insurance 
protection in 

the event of Covid-
related disruption to 

their plans.
Covered

‘Less than one per cent 
of travel insurance policies 
currently provide full com-
prehensive cover, despite a 
Which? � nding that half of 
all respondents thought they 
would be fully covered for can-
cellation if the Foreign O�  ce 
changed its travel advice.

‘It’s therefore essential to ob-
tain insurance with a provider 
that commits to refunds in 
such circumstances and travel 
insurance companies must 

be clear about their Covid 
cover, clearly outlining to their 
customers exactly what is and 
isn’t included.’

Mrs Gibson, following her 
Westminster questioning of 
transport secretary Grant 
Shapps MP about the level of 
protection o� ered by travel 
insurance companies, was 
invited to meet with the UK 
minister for aviation Robert 
Courts MP.

‘I called on the UK govern-
ment to undertake discussions 
with the travel insurance 
industry to ensure people are 
con� dent they are appropri-
ately covered should there be 
disruption to their travel plans 
and will press for this when I 
meet the aviation minister,’ the 
MP added.

An outbreak of Covid-19 
will not a� ect progress at the 
Ferguson Marine shipyard at 
Port Glasgow where the new 
Arran ferry the MV Glen 

Covid outbreak will not 
impact shipyard work

Under construc-
tion: MV Glen 
Sannox at the 
Ferguson Marine 
shipyard in Port 
Glasgow last 
month.  

by Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

GETINVOLVED
emaileditor@arranbanner.co.uk
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Letting off steam at the 
library’s summer games
Children enjoying their school 
summer holidays had the 
chance to let o�  some steam 
at a mini sports day held last 
Friday by Arran Library, writes 
Hugh Boag.

� e event is one of a series 
being held by the library in 
Brodick and, despite overcast 
skies, it stayed dry for the 
sports day, held outside the 
library.

Children from � ve to 12 
years enjoyed a series of races 
and games under the watchful 
eye of library assistant Nickey 
Summer and her helpers.

Concentration is key in the 
balancing race, right.

And he’s o� ! 
This youngster 
is having a 
great time.

The children hop to it in the hopping race.
Two boys take a tumble in the 
three-legged race.

Two young girls prepare for the balancing 
race. Balancing a tortoise can be tricky.

Words and photos
by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Words and photos

Quality self-catering holiday homes across the UK

Interested in letting your property? Call us on 0800 304 7199
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� e re-development of 
Ardrossan harbour has been 
hit by more delays.

New Scottish transport 
minister Graeme Dey has 
con� rmed Transport Scotland 
has rejected the latest funding 
o� er from owners Peel Ports 
as ‘completely unacceptable’, 
so the wrangling goes on.

� is means the £35m 
Ardrossan harbour project, 
due to start next year, is likely 
to be delayed again. 

It has already been decided 
the Arran ferry will relocate 
to Troon during the harbour 
works from September 2022 
for 18 months - but that could 
now be later or for longer.

Arran MSP Kenneth Gibson 
was given con� rmation of the 
latest setback a� er he wrote 

to the transport minister. Mr 
Dey replied: ‘In recognition 
of the signi� cance of these 
infrastructure works to 
the community on Arran, 
Scottish ministers remain 
committed to the provision of 

grant funding for Ardrossan 
Harbour.

‘I understand and acknowl-
edge the concerns raised by 
your constituents regarding 
the lack of progress on the 
project, however, I can assure 

you we have been working to 
address the commercial ar-
rangements which have been 
prolonged and somewhat 
challenging due to the techni-
cal risks involved.

‘However, on that matter, 
I have to advise you that 
Transport Scotland have now 
written to Peel Ports to con-
� rm the current commercial 
and grant terms they are 
maintaining are completely 
unacceptable and that the 
project cannot proceed in 
its current form unless the 
company is prepared to 
revisit these and take a more 
balanced stance on the share 
of cost and risks between 
parties.

‘Whilst these are matters 
between ministers and Peel, I 
can con� rm these issues are 
extremely challenging due to 
the commercial and technical 

risks involved. Exposure to 
such risks needs to be borne 
fairly and appropriately 
among project partners, in-
cluding re� ecting the strong 
commercial bene� ts to Peel.

‘We have con� rmed we 
remain committed to remain-
ing at Ardrossan and taking 
forward the project and have 
invited Peel to put forward 
terms that more appropriately 
re� ect the risk and bene� ts to 
the parties. 

Challenge
‘I have also written to North 

Ayrshire Council, a key part-
ner in this project, to advise 
them of this challenge and 
invite them to work with us 
to ensure Peel puts forwards 
proposals that allow us to 
drive this project forward.’

Mr Gibson said: 
‘Negotiations between the 
Scottish Government and 

Peel Ports have now dragged 
on for years. Indeed, I have 
expressed my concern about 
this on numerous occasions 
at Ardrossan Harbour Task 
Force meetings and directly 
to Scottish ministers.

‘� e situation is such that 
the arrival of the MV Glen 
Sannox next year, before 
Ardrossan Harbour is ready, 
now necessitates a temporary 
transfer of the Ardrossan to 
Brodick service from Troon 
to Brodick, with all the incon-
venience that entails.

‘I am delighted therefore that 
our new transport minister is 
determined to take the bull 
by the horns, in partnership 
with North Ayrshire Council, 
to ensure delivery of this vital 
investment in Ardrossan’s 
infrastructure and ultimately 
the Ardrossan to Brodick 
ferry route.’

Peel Ports ‘completely unacceptable’ 
o� er delays harbour works again

Transport minister 
Graeme Dey MSP.

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Arran Hospital Supporters 
League has handed over its  
latest gi� s to bene� t patients 
at Arran War Memorial 
Hospital, writes Hugh Boag.

Here we see Tracey Mutch, 
centre, donating on its behalf. 
Garden furniture for the 

patients to sit outside was 
part of the donation, along 
with many other goodies 
including digital radios being 
received by sta�  nurse Lynsey 
MacIntosh and hospital 
nursing assistant Lorna 
McKinnon.

A hospital spokes-
woman said: ‘Sta�  

are very grateful 
for all the hospital 
supporters league 

does for the patients 
at the hospital in 

Lamlash.’

Gifts handed over for Arran War 
Memorial Hospital patients

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scottish Charity Number SC002089     Telephone 01770 302636

Web site:  www.arranmuseum.co.uk      email:  info@arranmuseum.co.uk
Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 
Archaeology, Social History, Clearances, etc., 

and visit the 19th Century Cottage, the 1940’s 
Schoolroom, the Blacksmith’s Forge, and lots more.

Spinning and Weaving Demonstrations every Thursday

Children’s Quiz and Play Area. Riverside Picnic Area.
Gift Shop.  Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 

WELCOME BACK
TO THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT

with social distancing and other restrictions
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Community � rst responders 
(CFRs) on Arran have been 
recognised for their work 
during the pandemic.

Six long-serving members 
also received their 10-year ser-
vice pins during a visit to the 
island by Anne Harrison, west 
region community resilience 
paramedic team leader and 
Susan Gardner, community 
resilience facilitator (west), 
Scottish Ambulance Service 
who also held a training ses-
sion for the � rst responders.

� e volunteers are trained 
by the Scottish Ambulance 
Service to attend certain types 
of emergency calls in the area 
where they live or work.

� eir aim is to reach a poten-
tial life-threatening emergency 
in the � rst vital minutes before 
the ambulance crew arrives.

As with all aspects of life, 
the last 16 months have been 
challenging for the island’s 
� rst responders.

All CFRs in Scotland were 
stood down from active ser-
vice in March 2020 as Covid 
took a grip on the country.

Until this point, the north 
Arran group had the incredible 
record of being available 24 
hours a day, seven days a week 
dating back to June 9 2003; 
an achievement to be proud 

� e Screen Machine is � nally heading back to 
Arran later this month.

Scotland’s mobile cinema will be in Brodick 
from July 21 to 24.

With Scotland set to potentially see some 
more li� ing of restrictions, organisers are 
keeping a close eye on how this will a� ect the 
service. Ahead of the visit, Screen Machine 
has launched on online survey to gauge how 
customers feel about capacity and seating.

Among the questions being asked are: should 
numbers be restricted or should booking seats 
be introduced?

A spokesman said: ‘It’s likely that at some 

point in the coming weeks the Scottish 
Government will remove the requirement for 
social distancing in cinemas and other public 
spaces.
‘When that happens, we want to be sure our 

audiences will continue to feel con� dent to 
visit the Screen Machine, so we’d love to have 
your thoughts on how you’ll feel about this.’

A new discount category, Welcome21, has 
been introduced for frontline and essential 
workers and anyone whose circumstances have 
been a� ected by the pandemic.

� is will remain in place until the end of 2021. 
All other ticket prices remain the same.

Screen Machine back on Arran

Community 
responders’ 
Covid efforts 
recognised

The � rst responders who 
received their 10-year pins, 
left to right, Mark Harwood, 
Stuart Blake, Chris Traill, 
Fiona Laing, Julie Graham 
and Liz Evans accompanied 
by Susan Gardner, Scottish 
Ambulance Service commu-
nity facilitator (west). Inset: 
The 10-year pins.

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

of and interrupted only by a 
pandemic. By late autumn 
the Scottish Ambulance 
Service was able to provide the 
relevant personal protective 
equipment to ensure the safety 
of the CFRs and patients and 
the necessary training.

� e North Arran Group 
re-started again in November 
but is unfortunately unable to 
return to serving Lochranza, 
Catacol and Pirnmill 24 hours 
a day at present.

Having entered the pandem-
ic with 11 members, it was 
understandable that a� er time 
away some members decided 
not to return.

But thanks go to Richard 
Wright, Douglas Coulter, Katy 
Penn and Gordon Furzer for 
their invaluable service to the 
community.

Susan Gardner said: ‘Myself 
and Anne were delighted to 
present all the community 
� rst responders on Arran with 
Covid coins as a thank-you 
from the Scottish Ambulance 
Service for all their dedi-
cated work throughout this 
pandemic.’

All eligible volunteers in 
attendance were presented 
with their coins. Others, who 
couldn’t make it along on the 
day, will be presented with 
their coins at another time.

Ten-year service pins were 
presented to Fiona Laing, 
Stuart Blake, Chris Traill, Liz 

Evans and retired responders 
Julie Graham and Mark 
Harwood. 

Richard Wright was unable 
to attend and will receive his at 
a later date.

It is hoped the Scottish 
Ambulance Service will be in 
a position to begin recruiting 
and training for new CFRs 
a� er the summer.

If you live in any of the 
following Arran communities: 
North Arran – Lochranza 
to Pirnmill including 
Whitefarland; West Arran – 
Shiskine and Blackwaterfoot; 
or South Arran – Kilmory 
and Sliddery – and wish to 
become a CFR please � ll in the 
application once this has been 
reopened for applications: 
www.scottishambulance.com 
and follow the links.

All fuel consumption and emission values are based on the new WLTP (Worldwide Harmonised Light Vehicle Test Procedure) 
test cycle which uses real-world driving data. Official fuel economy for the standard Isuzu D-Max range in MPG (l/100km): Low 
25.1 – 27.6 (10.2 - 11.2). Mid 31.4 - 36.4 (7.8 – 9.0). High 36.0 - 39.4 (7.2 – 7.8). Extra-High 29.0 – 30.8 (9.2 – 9.7). Combined 
30.7 - 33.6 (8.4 - 9.2). CO2 emissions 220 - 241g/km.

†Price shown is an Isuzu D-Max DL40 Double Cab vehicle on the road price with manual transmission. All prices shown include delivery, number plates, 
12 months road fund licence and first registration fee, excludes VAT and mica/metallic paint finish. The All-New Isuzu D-Max is Smarter Stronger 
Safer compared to previous model. Terms and conditions apply. 

S & S Services Isuzu 
01292 880080 www.sandsservices-isuzu.co.uk  
8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr, Ayrshire KA8 9SX

DRIVEN TO DO

†

ISUZU D-MAX DL40 FROM ONLY

£29,759†

INTRODUCING THE ALL-NEW ISUZU D-MAX

LOOKS AS 
GOOD AS IT 

GRAFTS

SMARTER. STRONGER. SAFER.

32285 Isuzu Driven To Do Dealer Full Page Ad_AW_DL40 Construction_AW.indd   1 18/03/2021   15:54

REGULAR DELIVERIES TO THE ISLAND
HEATHFIELD, AYR KA8 9SX TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN: 07831 808702

S&S SERVICES SCOTLANDS NO1 
ISUZU DEALER
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LETTERS Write to us: editor@arranbanner.co.uk 
or � e Editor, Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran KA27 8AJ

  

At The Arran Banner, we endeavour to ensure all our reports are fair 
and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
However, we realise that mistakes happen from time to time. If you think 
we have made a significant mistake and you wish to discuss this with 
us, please let us know as soon as possible by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; telephoning the chief reporter on 
01770 302142 or write to the Group Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog 
Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter, by emailing: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 

The Editor welcomes letters for publication on this page. The 
Editor reserves the right to shorten, amend or to refuse to print 
them. Names and addresses MUST be supplied to indicate good 
faith, although these details can be withheld from publication. 
Telephone numbers, if available, should also be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be considered.  Please write to: 
Letters, The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: 
(01770) 302021. Email editor@arranbanner.co.uk Emailed letters 
can only be considered if they have a name, full address and 
phone number.

PRESSPOLICYCONTACTUS
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 8AJ. 
Phone: 01770 302142
News editor: Hugh Boag: 
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Reporter: Colin Smeeton: 
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Advertising: Cecilia Paul: 
adverts@arranbanner.co.uk
Head o�  ce: Wyvex Media, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB.

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Ardrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Ardrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

High-speed boats a peril
Sir,
I was sad recently to see a high speed boat going 
at what looked like 100mph in the no-take zone 
in Lamlash Bay and past Holy Isle. � is is an 
area where beautiful, curious seals swim happily 
around me in my in� atable kayak when I � oat 
there in the sea looking down at the beautiful 
plants, � sh and marine animals living beneath 
the clear waters.

Just a week ago a seal was killed violently in 
the no-take zone near Clauchlands Point. � e 
seal must have su� ered terribly and crawled in 
enormous pain to the beach. It must have been 
crashed into by a high speed boat. A while ago a 
gigantic � n lay rotting on the beach, also in the 
no-take zone. Some poor basking shark, which 
are harmless to humans, or a whale perhaps, had 
had its huge � n torn o�  through some horri� c 
accident, possibly also in collision with a boat 
moving through the water at high speed.

� is no-take conservation area belongs to the 
sea animals and plants – there is precious little 
ocean le�  that humans have not taken and ex-
ploited for their own pleasure and greed. � e no-
take conservation area in Lamlash is small but at 
least, surely, we can allow marine animals there 
to live in safety and peace. � ey do not harm the 
Earth as mankind does. � is is their world, too, 
and the sea – in these tiny conservation areas at 
least – should belong to them.

If only we could create more of these conserva-
tion areas and protect the wildlife there, it would 
be so helpful to the planet.

Please don’t drive your high speed boats in this 
conservation area. It is not much that our sea 
creatures have got. � is is their planet as well as 
ours. Our seals and basking sharks on Arran are 
so beautiful and innocent – they don’t deserve 
this cruelty and unkindness.

Yours,
Devika Rosamund, Lamlash.

Fish farm debate
Sir,
I see Mr Tommy Gilmore is trying to persuade 
Arran residents to support the proposed � sh 
farm o�  the north coast of the island. 

Once again, he is ignoring the potential 
environmental damage that is likely to occur if 
planning permission is granted. 

If the proponents of the scheme were genuine-
ly interested in preserving the marine ecology 
of Arran’s coastal waters they would employ 
the closed tank, land located farming method 
rather than the open cage, sea located type.

� e Scottish Salmon Company is applying for 
a licence to ‘discharge to the water environment 
� sh excreta, uneaten food and other substances 
resulting from the operation of a new marine 

pen � sh farm’. As I pointed out in my previous 
reply to Mr Gilmore’s letter, these other sub-
stances include chemical medication used to 
control � sh lice that a� ect farmed � sh - the cur-
rent medication of choice being a neonicotinoid 
which has been banned for use on land but not 
in the sea.

Once again, I invite Mr Gilmore to take a swim 
in this soup of pollution. Finally, his contention 
that tourism and � sh farming can co-exist is 
such an over simpli� cation as to be laughable.

Yours,
Brian Grindall, Shiskine.

Appalling behaviour
Sir
I feel your readers should know that the hard-
working sta�  of our Co-ops are being abused 
by people who they challenge for not wearing 
masks. What uncaring, sel� sh and appalling 
behaviour, aimed at people who are looking 
a� er our interests.

Yours,
Viv Parks, Blackwaterfoot.

Point memories
Sir,
It has been interesting to read the letters in 
the Banner from James Paterson, on June 18, 
and Bob Haddow, on July 2, about Kings Cross 
Point. We featured the history of Kings Cross 
Point in our book Arran for Families - excerpt 
above le�  - sadly out of print, and it has been 
lovely reading about it. I can remember the 
day we walked round it and David had his pad 
and pencil to draw it all. It brings back lovely 
memories, just as if it was yesterday.

Yours,
Joyce and David Hilton, Portobello.

Thank you
Sir,
I’d like to say a big thank you to all the lovely 
people – local and visitors – who came to my 
aid when I tripped and fell outside the Book and 
Card Centre on Tuesday. Particularly Rachel 
who  stayed with me throughout and those who 
helped track down my husband.

� anks also to the sta�  at the War Memorial 
Hospital who cleaned me up and checked me 
over. 

I’m glad to say there was no serious damage, 
although one of the mugs I had just bought at 
ArCaS got broken in the fall.

You were all wonderful and I’m very grateful.
Yours,
Christine Purcell, Brodick.

‘Beloved, I pray that all may go well with 
you and that you may be in good health, as 
it goes well with your soul.’ 3 John 1:2

Thought for the Week

Bouncing back
Arran has faced its toughest time during 
the entire pandemic in the last week or so.

Of course, the re-opening of the island’s 
tourism sector and a third wave of the virus 
was always going to be a risky time. But the 
fact the island has seen its highest number 
of recorded positive Covid cases recently 
shows - if anyone was in any doubt - the 
virus is not going anywhere soon.

And the fact some businesses on the 
island, particularly in hospitality, who have 
already had a tough 18 months have been  
hit by another closure, or partial closure, is 
a bitter pill indeed.

However, it appears we are over the worst 
for now and as we say on our front page 
Arran is ready to ‘bounce back’. And that 
bounce is just what the island economy 
needs.

On Monday we, along with the rest of 
Scotland, move to level zero as the re-open-
ing of the country continues and by August 
9 most legal restrictions will be li� ed.

And the entire island adult population 
will have been double jabbed by the end of 
the month.

However, as the recent outbreak on the 
island has shown, there is no room for 
complacency and the continued wearing 
of masks in shops and on public transport 
seems a sensible way forward and looks 
like being mandatory in Scotland for the 
foreseeable future.
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New glamping park plan for 
Machrie meets opposition
A new proposal for a glamp-
ing pod site in Machrie has 
been submitted to planners.

Angus Smith has drawn up 
the plans to create 10 hand-
made timber glamping pods 
at the site at Ashlar Farm.

� e new plans have dropped 
the 22 motorhome pitches 
which were originally pro-
posed at the Kings Cave 
Glamping Park but have 
increased the glamping pods 
from six to 10. � e original 
application attracted more 
than 30 objections and was 
later withdrawn.

� e new proposal is for 10 
glamping pods for guests 
along with a permeable park-
ing/turning area and a log 
cabin reception building. At 

least one parking bay per pod 
is proposed, with an entrance 
gate and track. Each guest pod 
will have a small area of deck-
ing to the front. Also intended 
are associated footpaths, land-
scaping and planting. A cro�  

diversi� cation approach is 
proposed for the development.

� e plot is situated just o�  
the main road near Machrie, 
one kilometre south of the 
Machrie Moor Standing 
Stones and adjacent to the 

popular Kings Cave forest 
walk and would provide ‘sub-
tle and discreet countryside 
accommodation’ for tourists 
visiting this area’s attractions 
on short breaks and week-
end stays, according to the 
applicant.

A statement in support 
of the application states:   
‘� e site is well located to 
allow occupiers to enjoy the 
surrounding tourism assets. 
� e proposed site will be on 
a tranquil green area. Guests 
will enjoy peaceful, inexpen-
sive luxury accommodation, 
further enhancing the Arran 
tourism portfolio.

‘Glamping installations 
require minimal ground 
works and harmful construc-
tion practices, ideal for this 
area where minimal ground 
disturbance is encouraged to 

avoid any potential impact 
on any archaeological undis-
turbed relics. 

‘We therefore believe pods 
sited here provide an archae-
ological and ecologic viable 
accommodation solution, 
well suited to the area.

‘� e concept of luxury 
glamping is now gaining 
popularity throughout the 
UK, with standards and 
guests’ expectations on the 
rise. It is intended by the site 
operator that this site will be 
amongst the best available 
in the area. At the moment, 
there is a presence on Arran 
o� ering glamping, however,  
this site will o� er enhanced 
experience for guests through 
good design and a range of 
well thought out integrated 
facilities for guests. 

‘� erefore, we feel the site 

would be providing a positive 
alternative for visitors to the 
area.’

But the application has 
already met opposition from 
Arran Community Council 
and three neighbours who 
have lodged objection letters.

� e community council 
previously opposed the plans 
and say they have not changed 
their minds. � ey have told 
planners: ‘Our collective 
view remains the same, and 
our initial response we feel is 
still wholly relevant. We do 
accept that the application 
has been toned down a little, 
but again the question of how 
the development impacts on 
the existing landscape will be 
where we trust the planning 
department of North Ayrshire 
Council will consider the 
matter comprehensively.’

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Machrie Moor Standing Stones are a kilometre north of the 
site proposed for the new glamping pods.

Police urge road users to use 
caution as tra�  c increases
With an increase in the num-
ber of tourists this summer, 
and the resulting increase in 
tra�  c on the roads, police on 
Arran are asking all road users 
to drive carefully and con-
siderately at all times to keep 
themselves and others safe.

Drivers are particularly 
being requested to pay special 
attention when passing horses 
and riders following issues 
raised by the horse riding 
community.

PC Nicola Goodall said: 
‘Police are actively engaging 
with drivers to ensure they are 

aware of their legal responsi-
bilities and are keen to ensure 
more vulnerable road users, 
such as horse riders and cy-
clists, remain safe on Arran’s 
roads.

Prosecuted
‘Failure to comply with the 

relevant legislation can see of-
fenders being prosecuted. � e 
roads are for all to use in a safe 
and considerate manner and 
motorists must ensure they 
drive in a manner appropriate 
to the road conditions at all 
times.’

Police have been carrying 

out increased patrols on and 
around roads o� en used by 
horse riders and cyclists.

Due to the potentially un-
predictable nature of horses 
being ridden on roads, o� en 
by young riders, road users 
should be vigilant and exercise 
caution when passing. 

Road users are advised to; 
slow down to a maximum of 
15mph; be patient, don’t sound 
bell, horn or rev engine; pass 
the horse wide and slow with 
at least a car width if possible 
and drive slowly away once 
safely passed.

PC Nicola Goodall demonstrates a minimum safe distance to pass a horse rider.

FULL RANGE OF SUMMER BEDDING 

AVAILABLE NOW!
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A free national debt advice 
service has been launched for 
people across Scotland.

� e moneyadvice.scot 
service from Advice Direct 
Scotland is for anyone strug-
gling to meet their current 
� nancial commitments.

It comes a� er a new opinion 
poll by Survation revealed  
more than a third of Scots are 
worried about paying their 
monthly bills over the next 
year. � e poll also found 32 
per cent of Scots are concerned 
about being able to a� ord 
living costs including food and 
clothing.

� e new service provides free 
information and support on 
a range of debt-related issues 
and is authorised and regulat-
ed by the Financial Conduct 
Authority.

Specialist debt advisers can 
work with people to assess 
their current situation, look at 
their income and outgoings, 
and consider what to do next.

Around half-a-million peo-
ple across Scotland are thought 
not to be claiming the � nancial 
support they are entitled 
to and moneyadvice.scot is 
designed to help those missing 
out. � e service includes an 
online knowledge centre with 
helpful information.

Andrew Bartlett, chief 
executive of Advice Direct 
Scotland, said: ‘For those con-
cerned about their � nancial 
commitments, we’re proud to 
have launched moneyadvice.
scot, adding free debt advice 
to our extensive advice service.

‘Our specialist debt advisers 
are on hand if you have per-
sonal � nancial worries, are 
struggling with debt or need 
a way of getting back on track.

‘More than a third of Scots 
are concerned about paying 
their monthly commitments 
over the next year and just un-
der a third are worried about 
their living costs.

‘It’s clear the pandemic has 
had a devastating � nancial 
impact on many families in 
Scotland, with many reducing 
their outgoings and dipping 
into their savings.

‘A signi� cant proportion of 
Scots with a credit card are 
also struggling to pay o�  the 
minimum balance. 

‘But people don’t have to 
su� er alone and sometimes 
talking things through with an 
adviser can help.’

Large areas of Arran are 
expected to see a huge im-
provement in 4G coverage as 
part of an agreement between 
mobile operators and a £1 
billion funding deal from the 
UK government.

� e Shared Rural Network 
(SRN) will see EE, O2, � ree 
and Vodafone build and 
upgrade phone masts to end 
partial not-spots: areas where 
only some, but not all, mobile 
network operators provide 4G 
coverage.

� e agreement will see 91 per 
cent of Scotland being in range 
of a 4G signal and 74 per cent 
of Scotland being covered by 
all four mobile operators.

� e west of Scotland will see 
an improvement, from 59 per 
cent coverage to 82 per cent 
coverage – from all mobile 
network operators – while the 
Highlands and Islands will see 
the largest 4G boost out of all 
UK regions with coverage from 
all four operators increasing 
from 26 per cent to 68 per cent.

� e SRN is a major part 
of the government’s plan to 
improve digital connectivity 
across the UK and will bring 
economic and social bene� ts 
for people regardless of where 
they live.

It will help those who live 
and work in rural commu-

Deal signals end to
Arran 4G not-spots    

A comparison of the coverage improvements expected by the Shared Rural Network. 

New debt advice 
service launched 
for worried Scots

RE ADMORE
www.arranbanner.co.uk

nities to enjoy the bene� ts of 
improved connectivity and 
seize the bene� ts of technol-
ogy, including using a 4G 
phone signal for work video 
calls as well as shopping and 
streaming TV shows on the 
go. UK Government Minister 
for Scotland Iain Stewart said: 
‘From Dumfries and Galloway 
to the Highlands, and from 
Skye to Shetland, this UK 

Government investment will 
improve access to fast, reliable 
4G coverage for people in 
every corner of Scotland.

‘� e UK government is 
working hard to level up 
digital connectivity, ensuring 
people and businesses across 
the country can enjoy the 
social and economic bene� ts 
of next-generation broadband 
and mobile coverage.’

� e SRN, brokered by min-
isters in March last year, is 
expected to increase the total 
geographic 4G coverage to 95 
per cent of the UK by 2025, 
however, increased coverage 
in Scotland is expected long 
before the programme’s 
completion date as rural areas 
in Scotland and Wales will be 
receiving the greatest infra-
structure developments.

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner



� e Arran Banner
Friday 16 July 2021 FEATURE  9

Open 08:30 – 17:30 Mon-Fri, 09:00 -17:00 Sat.
Closed Sunday

All inquiries to Blackwaterfoot Garage
T: 01770 860277

E: blackwaterfoot@btconnect.com
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JOHN
ROBERTSON 
& SONS

Blackwaterfoot, Isle of Arran KA27 8EZ
Tel: 01770 860243 Mob: 07795548204
Email: john.robertson2@btconnect.com

Joiners, Glaziers & Building Contractors

Joiners Ltd

- PLOTS AVAILABLE - 

ROBERTSON ROBERTSON 
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All types of joinery work undertaken

KITCHENS   WINDOWS   ROOFWORK

W. Currie Joinery, 
Lamlash, Isle of Arran.

Tel/Fax: 01770 600770 Mobile: 07760460420

email: curriejoinery@aol.com

To advertise in

Call Cecilia on 01770 302142



Summer season is underway at our 
Lochranza Distillery and our entire 
team has once again enjoyed welcom-
ing visitors over recent weeks.

We are open in Lochranza seven days a 
week, and although distillery tours are 
not currently available, we have a full 
programme of sit-down tastings that take 
place daily.

Our core range tasting takes place at 
11am daily and costs £20 per person. It’s 
an excellent introduction to Arran single 
malt. Take a ‘virtual tour’ of our distillery 
and learn about the processes involved in 
producing our award-winning malt. Then 
retire to our dramming room to enjoy a 
comprehensive introduction to the Arran 
Single Malt Core Range with one of our 
knowledgeable whisky guides. Perfect for 
newcomers to Arran whisky or enthusiastic 
Arran single malt fans alike.

Our limited editions tasting takes you a 
wee step further into our whisky world and 
is available every day at 2pm. It costs £25 
per person. In this tasting you will join your 
whisky guide in our dramming room and 
delve deeper into our full range of Arran 
single malts, past and present, sampling 
some of our limited editions, distillery ex-
clusives and maybe even something from 
the archives.

If your taste buds prefer something 
sweeter, you can join our Whisky and Arran 
Chocolate pairing every day at either 11am 
or 3pm. This tasting costs £15 per person 
and you get to enjoy three classic Arran 
drams alongside a selection of exquisite 
hand-made chocolates produced by our 

local chocolatier, James of Arran. Taste 
the whisky, try the chocolates and let the 
� avours develop.

During your visit, don’t forget to come and 
see our team upstairs in CASKS Café. The 
café is open seven days a week, from 10am 
to 4.30pm, with our lunch menu served 
from 2noon to 3pm.

CASKS Café is situated on the � rst � oor 
of our Visitor Centre, o� ering visitors an 
elevated view of the stunning scenery that 
surrounds the distillery. Come and enjoy 
our selection of hot and cold beverages, 
whisky tasting � ights and delicious home-
made cakes and scones, or join us for a 
light lunch during your distillery visit. 

If you have a wee bit more time to spare, 
this July you can try the limited run Flavours 
of the Festival whisky � ight, o� ering the 
chance to sample some of the Malt and 
Music Festival’s single cask and harmony 
edition single malts past and present.

Come and see us, make yourself at home 
and enjoy the relaxing atmosphere and 
friendly welcome from all of our team.

Due to capacity and social distancing 
restrictions, table bookings are recom-
mended to avoid disappointment. Group 
sizes are restricted in line with Scottish 
Government guidance on socialising in in-
door public spaces and we’d like to reassure 
you of a safe and welcoming environment 
in which to relax.

For more information or to make a book-
ing, please e-mail bookings@arranwhisky.
com or call 01770 830 264.
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Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

JUNE

June was noticeably warmer 
than May.

� e mean temperature was 
four degrees higher and the 
rainfall was more than 40 per 
cent less.

� e light winds of May 
continued into June giving a 
prolonged settled spell.

One e� ect of this was the 
much-reported phytoplankton 
(microscopic algae) bloom that 
gave the sea an unusual green/
blue colour.

Concern has been raised over  
the impact of this on species 
that hunt by sight in the sea, 
for example, gannet.

In June I received far fewer 
gannet sightings than usual. In 
June 2020, I received 39 gannet 
records.

While the vast majority last 
year were of one or two birds, I 
did receive a report of 13 birds 
together and 15 birds together.

� is year in June, I have 
received six records, all of one 
or two birds.

Not a scienti� c sample and 
there could be a number of 
factors a� ecting these birds 
that are capable of � ying long 

distances to feed their young. 
Latest reports from Ailsa 
Craig, the nearest gannet col-
ony, suggest normal breeding 
is going on.

No doubt a lot more data will 
be collected above and below 
the waves on the impact of the 
algal bloom.

� e settled weather was 
generally conducive to birds 
raising young during the long 
daylight hours in June. Some 
observers reported gardens 
full of young birds.

� ere were many reports 
of � edged birds in gardens 
including unfamiliar looking 
young birds, like gold� nch 
without the red face of the 
adult birds, and robin with 
spots and no red breast.

Among the familiar garden 
birds blackbird, song thrush, 
cha�  nch and dunnock 
seemed to be doing well while 
others felt that blue tit, great 
tit and coal tit had a poorer 
season.

Most proli� c of all seemed to 
be house sparrow, with 50 in 
Alma Park on 25th being one 
of the larger numbers.

Also, there were many 
reports of numbers of siskin 
and gold� nch with young 
around, including 22 siskin in 
Strathwillan on 20th and 20 
gold� nch in Shannochie on 
29th.

Like last year it was encour-
aging to get reports of young 
green� nch and young great 
spotted woodpecker from 
widespread locations.

Away from gardens, there 
were many signs of breeding 

including: nesting little grebe 
on Mossend Pond on 5th, 
roding woodcock in Glen Rosa 
on 10th, a � ock of 200 starling 
with many young in Sliddery 
on 19th, skylark singing in 
Kilmory on 29th and activity 

at the grey heron heronries 
in Stronach Wood, Brodick, 
Lagg and Whitehouse Wood, 
Lamlash, by the end of the 
month.

� e sand martin colony in 
Glen Catacol had 74 nest holes 
and was a hive of activity on 
29th with adults feeding many 
waiting youngsters.

To date, the largest group of 
house martin is 20 at Glean 
Easan Biorach on 7th while 
the largest group reported of 
swallow with young is 14 at 
Kilpatrick on 19th.

A particular breeding 
highlight was a report of quail 

Gardens full of young birds during breeding season

Below: Red-throated diver, 
spotted in Brodick Bay this 
month. Photograph: Colin Cowley.

Above: House sparrow have enjoyed a 
successful breeding season. Photograph: Brian Couper. 
Above right: Some of the short-eared owls 
that were tagged on Arran last year are 
breeding in Europe this year. Photograph: Nick Giles.
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Gardens full of young birds during breeding season

calling near Sliddery between 
June 8 and June 16. 

� e last Arran record of this 
occasional summer visitor was 
nine years ago.

� e breeding success of some 
raptors is linked to the vole 
cycle.

Bumper years of voles tend to 
be followed by a crash, then a 
gradual build up followed by 
a bumper year in a four-year 
cycle.

Last year was a bumper year 
for voles to the bene� t of barn 
owls and short-eared owls who 
both had excellent breeding 
seasons. 

� is year the vole population 
has crashed.

Monitored barn owl nest 
boxes have had no young. 

� e collapse of the vole 
population also had an e� ect 
on short-eared owls.

Females who were satellite 

tagged at nests on Arran last 
year are breeding in Norway 
and Russia this year. 

But it is all natural and the 
vole population will recover 
over the next couple of years.

Around the coast, there 
were further signs of breeding 
including: a crèche of six eider 
at Blackwaterfoot on 3rd, eight 
black guillemot carrying 
food near � underguy on 
5th, four fulmar nesting on 
Drumadoon Cli� s on 14th, a 
pair of mute swan with seven 

young in Lamlash Bay on 18th 
and a pair of shelduck, also 
with seven young, at Kilpatrick 
Point on 26th.

Breeding shore birds like oys-
tercatcher, ringed plover and 
common sandpiper seemed to 
su� er increased disturbance as 
a result of increasing numbers 
of dog walkers ignoring the 
advice to keep dogs on a lead 
where ground nesting birds 
are nesting.

� e highlight of the month 
was the ‘rosy spell’ that 

featured in a recent Banner 
article. Between June 14 and 
June 18 2021, there were nine 
records of rose-coloured 
starling, a rare vagrant from 
eastern Europe.

Other highlights in a month 
with almost 100 species re-
ported included the following: 
a wood warbler singing in 
Brodick Country Park on 6th, 
two grasshopper warbler reel-
ing on Corriecravie Moor on 
8th, a male common redstart 
in Corriegills, also on 8th, six 
dunlin at Drumadoon Point 
on 12th, two red-throated 
diver close in-shore in Brodick 
Bay on 14th, three twite on 
Machrie golf course on 25th, 
19 swi�  over High Kildonan 
on 29th and a great northern 
diver in full breeding plumage 
in Whiting Bay, also on 29th.

Cuckoos, whose decreasing 
numbers are a cause for 
concern nationally, seem to 
be thriving on Arran. Cuckoo 
will feature in a future Banner 
article.

In July, look out for early 
signs of breeding being over 
for some birds this year.

� ese could include the 
return of some arctic breeding 
species to our shores, as they 
travel south.

Remember July is the time 
when many birds, having 
raised their young, go about 
the process of renewing their 
feathers by moulting them.

As birds are vulnerable 
when they are shedding � ight 
feathers, they literally make 
themselves scarce. 

On any birding walk you 
may see fewer birds, but they 
are still around.

Enjoy your birding and keep 
safe.

Please send any bird notes 
with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or email me at 
jim@arranbirding.co.uk I 
look forward to hearing from 
you.

For more information on 
birding on Arran buy the 
Arran Bird Report 2020 and 
the Arran Bird Report, the 
� rst 40 years. Plus visit the 
website http://www.arran-
birding.co.uk/index.html

Far left: 
Common 
sandpiper, one 
of the shore 
ground nesting 
birds some-
times disturbed 
by dog walkers. 
Photograph: Helen 

Logan. 

Left: Great 
spotted 
woodpecker 
are now well 
established on 
Arran. Photograph: 

Dave Russell. 
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Peter was born on May 23 
1924 in the cottage at The 
Knowe Farm where he 
remained all his life.

He attended Whiting Bay 
Primary School and went 
on to further education in 
Glasgow.

He had always wanted to go 
to sea but due to the outbreak 
of the Second World War he 
had to return home to help on 
the family farm.

During this time, his father 
became seriously unwell so 
Peter never got to fulfil his 
dream of making a career at 
sea.

However, that didn’t stop 
him having a life-long love of 
the steamers of the Clyde and 
CalMac boats.

Peter, like many others of 
the time, never sat a driving 
test, having received special 
dispensation due to the war.

After his father died, he 
continued to farm at The 
Knowe Farm with his brother 
Stewart and they were one of 
the last farms on Arran to use 
Clydesdale horses.

In 1962, Peter met and 
married Mary Tod from 
Glenree Farm.

That same year, Peter and 
his brother Stewart bought 
Stonefield Farm. Stewart 
and his family moved there, 
leaving Peter and Mary at The 
Knowe Farm.

Peter and Mary were blessed 
with three children: Neil, 
Robert and Alastair. Both 
Neil and Robert left the island 
to pursue careers on the 
mainland.

Alastair joined the family 
farm in 1982 when he left 
school then, a few years 
ago, they were joined by his 
son Colin, which meant six 
generations had worked on the 
same farm.

One of Arran’s true gentlemen
A tribute to Peter Mackenzie, May 23 1924 - June 25 2021

Three generations milking 
cows together was something 
Peter was extremely proud of.

Peter was a keen participant 
in the Arran Farmers’ Society 
shows.

He loved showing his 
Ayrshire and Friesian cows 
and along with brother 
Stewart won many rosettes 
over the years.

Peter was extremely proud 
of his grandsons, Colin and 
Fraser, when they followed in 
his footsteps showing cows.

In 2011, when Princess Anne 
was at the Arran Show for the 
second time, she asked Peter: 
‘Do you come to the show 
often?’, to which he replied 
‘every year’ followed by her 
reply of: ‘I only come once 
every 25 years!’

Milking
Peter milked cows right up 

until his early 90s and was 
determined to milk the last 
cow when the farm stopped 
milking cows in 2015.

Peter always continued to 
take a keen interest in the 
farm.

A question he’d ask almost 
daily was ‘any more calves 
yet?’ and it is fitting one was 
born on the day he passed 
away.

One of Peter’s hobbies was 
bowling and he was a keen 
member of Whiting Bay 
Bowling Club.

He was the last surviving 
founding member from 1958 
and was president for eight 
years.

He won many trophies over 
the years, both at Whiting Bay 
and Arran Federation Bowling 
Club.

He was always enthusiastic 
to pass on his skills and 
welcomed anyone who 
wanted to try a game of bowls, 
including teaching Whiting 

Bay Primary School children.
Peter had a dry, quiet wit 

and when asked at the bowling 
green one night if he was a 
local he replied politely: ‘No, 
I’m a native.’

Peter had a wealth of 
knowledge of King’s Cross 

and Whiting Bay and loved 
sharing stories of days and 
ways of life now long gone.

He was involved in Arran 
High School’s heritage project 
for many years and regularly 
conducted guided walking 
tours of Whiting Bay.

Peter loved music, both 
listening and playing it. He 
played the Lamlash Church 
bells for more than  45 years 
and was the longest continu-
ous bell ringer.

Despite having never learned 
how to read music, he used 

to sit and practise the tunes 
for the bells on the piano, 
learning them by ear alone.

The only reason he gave 
up was because he could no 
longer climb the ladder to the 
bells.

He also played the accordion, 
the chanter and the ‘moothie’. 

Even latterly, he had his 
‘moothie’ in Cooriedoon and 
would enjoy playing a wee 
tune.

Scottish songs were sung 
every day when he was 
cleaning the milk tank, apart 
from a Sunday when hymns 
were belted out at the top of 
his voice.

Peter played football in his 
youth until a knee injury put 
paid to that. 

He was a diehard Partick 
Thistle fan but enjoyed all 
sports following them either 
on the radio, in the paper or 
on the TV.

Peter, having never flown 
before, visited New Zealand in 
1992 with his wife Mary.

The flight lasted more than a 
24 hours – he didn’t believe in 
doing things by half measures.

Peter has six grandchildren: 
Alexander and Donna, Hollie 
and Iona and Colin and Fraser 
who all adored him and he 
them.

Most of all he just loved 
being at home on the farm; 
being out amongst the cows 
and it was only when his 
health declined two years ago 
and the family could no longer 
care for him that he had to 
leave his beloved home and 
be cared for by the wonderful 
staff in Cooriedoon.

Peter was a quiet, 
unassuming, gentle, kind and 
contented gentleman who will 
be sadly missed by everyone  
who had the pleasure of 
knowing him.
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Visit us at CASKS Cafe  
in Lochranza Distillery

CASKS Café, Open daily 10am – 4pm

Serving a delicious selection of home baking,  
hot & cold beverages, whisky tasting flights,  
and light lunches (lunch served 12noon-3pm). 

Featuring the best of local produce and often  
an Arran Malt twist on some classics. 

Booking is required 
01770 830264  
bookings@arranwhisky.com

an Arran Malt twist on some classics. 

VISIT KILMORY CAFÉ & THE SHIELING BISTRO  
AT LAGG DISTILLERY
We have made a commitment to 
quality and value and all dishes  
in both restaurants are under £10.
Enjoy family friendly Kilmory 
Cafe and the relaxed atmosphere 
upstairs in The Shieling Bistro  
and Whisky Bar.

Open Tues – Sat
Serving coffee & cake 
10am – 12pm
Lunch menu from 12pm – 5pm 
(last orders for hot food 4.30pm)
Booking is required.
01770 870 565 
bookings@laggwhisky.com

� e Dri�  Inn
Tucked away just o�  the main road, � e 
Dri�  Inn boasts fantastic views of Lamlash 
Bay and Holy Isle to take in whilst enjoying 
a refreshing drink or a freshly prepared meal. 
We may have spent much of the last sixteen 
months with our doors closed but we certainly 
kept busy. With al fresco dining looking set to 
become an enduring feature of the eating out 
experience in Scotland; we set about adapting 
our famous sea facing beer garden with a new 
covered terrace area ready to welcome cus-
tomers back rain or shine! Also in the works 
(for those occasions when the sun is shining!) 
is an extension of the current boundary of our 
beer garden, bringing our customers almost 
within touching distance of the sea. You 
might even be lucky enough to spot a passing 
pod of dolphins or porpoises! 
� e views are worth a visit alone but that is 
not all we’ve got on o� er. Whether you prefer 
to be sipping on a cocktail, recharging with a 
co� ee roasted by the Arran Co� ee Company, 
or relaxing with a perfect pint - we’ve got you 
covered. Working closely with our neighbours 
at the Seagate Brewery, we have always got a 
range of CAMRA approved local beers for 
you to sample; both by the bottle and by hand 
pulled pint. We’ve even got our own bottled 
blonde – “2 Doors Down” (the proximity of 
the brewery to us!). 

We pride ourselves on our exciting and diverse 
menu, cooked with the freshest ingredients 
and as much locally sourced produce as pos-
sible. We cater for a range of tastebuds with a 
little bit of something for everyone: whether 
you’re a seafood lover, partial to a steak, or 
just fancy a good pub classic mac and cheese 
or a burger. Much of our menu is gluten free 
or can be easily adapted and we are also very 
vegan friendly. You can catch our kitchen 
Friday – Monday at the moment and we do 
recommend booking in advance to avoid dis-
appointment. While our chefs are recharging 
on a Wednesday � ursday, our friends at � e 
Shack are here to satisfy your hunger – this 
isn’t bookable but do pop along and show your 
support for our fabulous local businesses.
Don’t forget to bring your pooches with you, 
we’re dog friendly outside and on a few inside 
tables if you let us know!

Hebridean hankering...
Wordsmith Peter May on his love of the islands... 

Nat Geo photo essay... The Glasgow Girls’ art... 
Capercaillie capers... Youngsters in fi eld sports... 
Cars of the year... Chef Gary Maclean’s recipes... 

Cawdor Castle’s beautiful gardens...

August
Subscribe 
and receive a 

FREE bottle of 
gin or whisky

Hebridean hankering...
Wordsmith Peter May on his love of the islands... 

Nat Geo photo essay... The Glasgow Girls’ art... 
Capercaillie capers... Youngsters in fi eld sports... 
Cars of the year... Chef Gary Maclean’s recipes... 

Cawdor Castle’s beautiful gardens...

August
Subscribe 
and receive a 

FREE bottle of 
gin or whisky

Subscribe at 
www.scottishfi eld.co.uk/subscriptions
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THE ARRAN BANNER  20 YEARS AGO
Saturday July 14 2001

Geoffrey Botterill and Anthony Butterworth in the dining room at their Kilmichael 
Country House Hotel which is featured in a glossy restaurant book, Scotland on a 
plate. 01_B29ABTYA02

Runners set off on the Kildonan fun, just one of the many events held during the village’s 
fun week. 01_B29ABTYA03

Gator Kerr and his impostor 
Sheila Gilmore at the 
Shiskine Texas Scramble. 
01_B29ABTYA04

Crowds gather to cheer on their ducks as they approach the finish line of the Duck Derby 
during Shiskine Valley Sports Day. 01_B29ABTYA05

Jamie Duncan takes on the mantle of Brodick 
Golf Club champion from brother Ross. 
01_B29ABTYA06

Right: Arran Out of School 
Care, based in Brodick, looks 
after children during school 
holidays while parents 
are at work. Last week 
the children created sand 
sculptures on the beach with 
artists Josephine Pomeroy 
and Edward O’Donnelly. 
01_B29ABTYA01
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Every Day
Trout Fly Fishing, Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Arran Heritage Museum  Rosaburn, Brodick, Open daily, 10.30am – 4.30pm
Arran Brewery,  Shop Open – Monday to Saturday 10am – 4.30pm, Sunday, 12noon - 4pm 
Brodick Castle  Gardens Brodick, Open daily, 10am – 5pm
Brodick Mini Golf,  Open seven days, 10am - 5pm-ish, ALL weather   
COAST Discovery Centre,  Lamlash, Open 7 days a week, 10am – 4pm 
Lamlash Putting Green, Open daily, 10am -4pm
Lamlash Tennis Courts, Open All hours
Whiting Bay Bowling Club,  Open to book call 01770 700636

Saturday 17th July
Brodick Castle, Brodick, 11am – 4pm
RNLI Shop Open, Lamlash, 2pm - 4pm
Rink Games, Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 2pm
Rink Games, Brodick Bowling Club, 2pm

Sunday 18th July
Brodick Castle, Brodick, 11am – 4pm
RNLI Shop, Open, Lamlash, 2pm – 4pm
What’s Happening On Arran,  http://www.arranmedia.co.uk, 4pm

Monday 19th July
K.A. Leisure, Lamlash, 10am - 4pm
Brodick Castle, Brodick, 11am - 4pm
Lamlash Bowling Club, Lamalsh, 2pm
Shiskine Tennis Club,  Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club, Blackwaterfoot, 4pm
JogScotlandArran@gmail.com,  Whiting Bay, Venue varies, 5.30pm
Brodick Bowling Club,  Brodick, 7pm

Tuesday 20th July
Healthy Outdoor Team,  Brodick Castle,  10am – 1pm
K.A. Leisure, Lamlash, 10am - 4pm Brodick Castle, Brodick, 11am - 4pm
Rink Games (Social distancing observed),  Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 2pm
Shiskine Tennis Club,  Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club, Blackwaterfoot, 11am
Junior Hockey, P1 - S3 (age 5 to14 yrs),  Ormidale Pavillion, Brodick, 6pm – 7pm

Wednesday  21st July
K.A. Leisure, Lamlash, 10am – 4pm
Seashore Scramble,  Arran Ranger Service, booking essential,  2pm – 3.30pm 
Arran Skinnymalinks Walk & Weigh-in,  COAST, Lamlash, Walk, 4pm, Weigh-in, 4.30pm 
Arran Pace Makers   please check Facebook @arranpacemakers, Venue varies, 5.30pm
Arran Well-Being Cafe,  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick 2pm- 4pm.
Brodick Bowling Club, Brodick, 7pm
Lamlash Bowling Club, Lamlash, 7pm

Thursday 22nd July
K.A. Leisure, Lamlash, 10am - 4pm
Spinning and Weaving demonstrations,  Arran Heritage Museum, 11am -3pm
Shiskine Tennis Club,  Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club, Blackwaterfoot, 11am
Arran Skinnymalinks Weigh-in,  Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 6pm 
Senior Hockey (12+), Ormidale Astro Pitch, 7pm – 8.30pm

Friday 23rd July
K.A. Leisure, Lamlash, 10am – 4pm
Shiskine Tennis Club,  Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club, Blackwaterfoot, 4pm

Saturday 24th July
Brodick Castle, Brodick, 11am – 4pm
RNLI Shop Open, Lamlash, 2pm - 4pm
Rink Games, Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 2pm
Rink Games, Brodick Bowling Club, 2pm

What’s on
www.arranbrewery.co.uk

in association with Isle of Arran Brewery

TOURS AND TASTINGS BY APPOINTMENT

Clyde Pu� er
The Isle of Arran Brewery’s stout, Clyde Puffer, the label features 
one of the last remaining Puffers, VIC32.

An oatmeal stout of deep colour, sweet and mellow taste and a 
low hop taste that’s light in the mouth

The beer is available throughout the island in bottles, including 
at the brewery shop at Cladach, Brodick



RECRUITMENT

SPORT & LEISURE

TRADE CLASSIFIEDS

PRIVATE CLASSIFIEDS

PRIVATE SALES

PROPERTY
INSURANCE SERVICES

Sponsored by NFU Mutual 
Cambeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite 
on 01586 552 428 for your 
insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

Sponsored by NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 for your
insurance needs

WANTED
VINYL RECORDS - Good 
and accurate prices paid 
for well looked a� er 
records. No classical or 
easy listening. All other 
genres considered. Contact 
Jamie on 07983624634 or 
01770600969

� e Arran Banner
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the 
Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these 
publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute 
or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled 
in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure 
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make 
reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  In no 
circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the 
amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard 
reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages 
or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions 
arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising 
on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as 
otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

10 Border Terrier 
Pups for Sale
All Kennel Club registered

Ready to go 19th July 2021

Contact Stevie 
on T: 01770 600637 
or M: 07979 416372

The Arran Chocolate Factory
We are currently looking for an enthusiastic 

chocolatier to join our small team at 
The Arran Chocolate Factory. 

The successful applicant will be able to 
demonstrate an aptitude for the work and a 
willingness to contribute to the team e� ort

We will o� er full training to someone 
willing to learn the art of chocolate making

This is a full time permanent position 
with good working conditions, 

Please apply to
James McChlery, The Arran Chocolate Factory Ltd, 

Brodick, KA27 8AJ
01770 302 873    James@jamesofarran.com

Quality Topsoil Available
Tel: (01770) 600 242

Phone for further details call: 07881404267
Email: juditheross@hotmail.com

For Sale
Kennel Club Registered Black Lab Pups

Traditional breed standard type 
Parents fully health tested

1 dog and 2 bitches available 

FREE TO UPLIFT
FREE. SONY 32 inch 
WEGA Trinitron dv3 TV 
with glass stand and remote 
control. Large old style TV, 
in full working order.
Contact 07808401178

Whiting Bay Bowling Club
‘A sport for all ages to enjoy’

We are now open but as we can’t have our usual 
open day, members with their own bowls can 

arrange games to suit themselves.
New members will be very welcome.

Come and learn something new 
or refresh a skill and share it.

As Covid restrictions apply, 
for more information or 

to book a game, call 
01770700636.

Membership £10 for this year.
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Continued from back page.

Lamlash Golf Club
The players in this year’s ladies 
championship were Sheena 
Murchie and Susan Butchard. 
After a very hard fought, close 
and exciting game Susan won 
with the last putt on the 18th 
green.

Wednesday July 7, Medal 5. 
1 Sheena Murchie 77-14=63; 
2 Anne MacVicar. 86-20=66. 
Scratch Sheena Murchie 77. 
Thursday July 8, Summer 
Cup and Scratch Club. 1 
Paul Jameson 72-10=62; 
2 Neil Stewart 68-5=63; 3 
Iain Murchie 70-7=63. Best 
scratch, Neil Stewart 68. 
Magic twos, Ian Bremner, 
Dougie Macfarlane and Paul 
Jameson, all at 16th, Neil 
Young at 13th, Iain Murchie 
at 5th. Hole 12 drawn, 
rollover. Sunday July 11,  
Medal Shield. 1 Ian Bremner 
71-8=63; 2 Craig Watson 
75-9=66. Best scratch, Ian 
Bremner 71. Magic twos, 
Martin Wallbank at 16th. 
Hole 12 drawn, rollover.

Fixtures: Saturday July 17, 
Club Championship final, 36 
holes. 1pm and 5pm. Sunday 
July 18, Hamilton Bowl, 
noon draw. Thursday July 
22, Summer Cup. Make up 
own groups. Monday July 26, 
Island Mixed 4s. Phone the 
starter on 600196 for times. 
tee-off from noon.

Corrie Golf Club
Wednesday July 7, Wednesday 
Medal. 1 R I McMillan 
82-23-59; 2 G Andrew 71-
11-60; 3 G McKelvie 70-8-62 
and scratch. Saturday July 
10, Commemoration Shield. 1 
J W Kelso 76-20-56; 2 G 
Andrew 72-10-62; 3 W Paton 
70-8-62. Congratulations 

to Willie Kelso of Shiskine 
Golf Club on winning the 
Commemoration Shield. The 
scratch prize Silver Salver goes 
to Billy Paton.

Fixtures: Saturday July 17, 
18-hole medal. Wednesday 
July 21, Fairs Cup. Please 
make up your own pairings 
and adhere to the latest 
Covid-19 guidance.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday July 7, Summer 
Cup, 36 played. Matt Dobson 
66-6=60; Fred Galbraith 
76-14=62; Bill Donaldson 
77-14=63, ACB. Scratch, Matt 
Dobson 66. Fixture: Sunday 
July 18, Navy Shield.

Paras-medics take top 
spot at Texas Scramble

Above: winners of the best 
fancy dress at the Shiskine 
Texas Scramble: Dad’s 
Army – Charles and Irene 
Currie and Irene and Billy 
Anderson.

Left: Winners at the Machrie 
Ladies Open.

Above: Susan Butchard with 
the Lamlash ladies cham-
pionship trophy, right, and 
runner-up Sheena Murchie. 

death
Green – Robert. Peacefully 
at Arran War Memorial 
Hospital on Saturday, 10th July 
2021 aged 86 years.   Beloved 
husband of Gina and much 
loved father to Susan and 
Vicky, Papa to Mark, Louise, 
Lucy and Jamie.  Loved by all 
the family.   A huge thank you 
to all the Doctors and Nurses at 
Arran War Memorial Hospital 
for the care and attention re-
ceived by Bert and his family.    
Cremation service to be held 
at Daldowie Crematorium on 
Wednesday, 21st July at 13:45.   
Anyone wishing the webcast  
link please contact Gwen 
Brooks on 07917 354016.
MACKenZIe - Mary. The 
Knowe Farm, King’s Cross, 
Isle of Arran. Peacefully at 
Montrose House on Tuesday 
6th July 2021. Has already been 
laid to rest. No cards please.
TAYLOr - Tommy passed 
away peacefully at home after 
a short illness on 30th June 
surrounded by family. Many 
thanks to the community 
nursing team, Kate Jenks, 
Dr Janet Iqbal, staff at Arran 
Medical Group and all who 
have offered their condolences.

acknowledgement
MACMILLAn – Alison. 
Alison’s family would like to 
thank everyone for the many 
cards & flowers received. Also, 
thanks to Cooriedoon Care 
Home for the loving care & 
support for mum over the 
past eight years. Thanks to the 
Coffee Pot staff for always tak-
ing time to talk to mum and 
make her feel welcome. Thanks 
to David & Clair Hendry for 
funeral arrangements and 
Liz Clarke for her kindness 
and compassion and uplifting 
service.

church notices 
CHUrCH OF SCOTLAnD

Parishes of north Arran, 
Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 

Pirnmill and Shiskine
Independent but  
working together

There is a booking system at 
Brodick & Shiskine churches as 

the numbers are still limited. 
Liz Lawrie 302782 & John Kerr 

860 498
There will be a streamed 

service fortnightly, this can 
be found on the three Church 

websites.
Sunday 18th July 2021
Lochranza & Pirnmill 

Churches- 
Service at Lochranza Church 
10:15am Morning worship.
Shiskine Church 12noon. 

Morning worship.
Brodick Church 10.30am 

Morning worship.
Corrie Church at 12noon. 

Morning worship.
The Food Bank continues from 

Brodick Church

CHUrCH OF SCOTLAnD  
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 

Church of Scotland
Charity Number: SC014005

Sunday 18th July
Worship will be conducted at 

10.30am
As our capacity is greatly 

reduced due to the two metre 
social distancing, we have a 

booking system. 
You are asked, please, to phone 
Mrs Janet Redfearn on 700244 
by the Friday lunchtime if you 

wish to attend Sunday worship.

CHUrCH OF SCOTLAnD
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a 
fellowship to share”

Scotttish Charity SC015072
Sunday 18th July

Kilmory 10am
Lamlash Church 11.30am

Due to our reduced capacity, 
if you wish to attend Sunday 
Worship in Lamlash, please 

phone  Margaret McArthur at 
600363 by midday on Friday.

All welcome
We will be observing all 

socially distancing procedures

SCOTTISH ePISCOPAL 
CHUrCH 

(Part of the Worldwide 
Anglican Church)  

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
Sunday 18th July 

7th Sunday after Trinity 
Holy Communion at 11 am.

Revd Adrian Fallows
ALL WELCOME

Coffee after service
We follow strict SEC guidelines

ArrAn BAPTIST CHUrCH 
Minister - Rev. Vince Jennings 

Phone: 01770 600222 
While we are still unable to 

meet due to social distancing, 
you are invited to pick up 

our mini service on our new 
website at 

www.Arranbaptistchurch.org.uk 
We would love you to join us.

HOLY CrOSS CATHOLIC 
CHUrCH

Attendance at Saturday Vigil 
Mass and Sunday Morning 

Mass is by booking only and 
subject to social distancing, 

wearing of face coverings 
and NHS Test and Protect 

requirements.
*IF YOU DO NOT HAVE 
A REGULAR BOOKING 

PLEASE BE AWARE THAT 
SPACES MAY ONLY BE 
AVAILABLE FOR THE 

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS*
Please email peterdwilko@

gmail.com or telephone 
600595 to check availability 

and confirm your place

BLESS O LORD THIS ISLE OF 
ARRAN

ST ROCH PATRON OF THE 
SICK PRAY FOR US

OUR LADY OF THE ISLES 
PRAY FOR US

ST COLUMBA PRAY FOR US
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Shiskine Golf Club
Sunday July 11, Sam Guthrie 
Trophy, Texas Scramble. 
Heroes theme. 1 Paras-
medics – Alan Bannatyne, 
Kirstie Barton, Smithy 
and Neil Henderson and 
Emma Henderson 36.2; 2 
St Liz’s   Heroes - Louise 
Macalister, Shirley Anderson, 
Steve Garraway and Alice 
Anderson 36.8. Best fancy 
dress, Dad’s Army - Charles 
and Irene Currie, Irene 
and Billy Anderson. Hole 
prizes: 1 Jack Dunn; 2 Susan 
Wilson; 3 Sandy Kerr; 5 Fiona 
Henderson; 7 Zara Weir; 8 
Shirley Anderson; 9 Alan 
Stewart; 10 Fraser Pilkington. 
Approximately £1,000 was 
raised on the day for Shiskine 
Valley Trust.

Monday July 12, Centenary 
Putter. Winners, Q Oliver and 
S Weir 28+27=55pts.  Gents 
1st class: 1 F Pilkington, 25pts 
BIH; 2 A Gallagher, 25pts; 3 
A Miller, 24pts. 2nd class: 1 
Q Oliver, 28pts; 2 A Hutton, 
25pts BIH; 3 D Hesse, 25pts. 
Magic twos, D Hesse, A Howie 
x2, J Cleat, D McDonald. 

Ladies: 1 S Weir, 27pts BIH; 2 
E Kerr, 27pts; 3 J McDonald, 
26pts.

Machrie Bay 
Golf Club
A � eld of 44 ladies took part in 
a two player Texas Scramble at 
the Machrie Ladies Open.

� e weather was lovely and 
the course was in good condi-
tion. � anks to David Je� ries 
for getting everything ship 
shape for the day.

� e prizegiving took place 

outside on the putting green. 
Lady captain Clare Buchanan 
presented the main winners 
with their prizes as well as all 
the hole prizewinners. Clare 
was ably helped by her lovely 
assistant club captain Brian 
Sherwood.

Result: 1 E Hunter and D 
McKellar 25.25; 2 P Johnston 
and E Kelso 26.25; 3 S Weir and 
Z Weir 27.25; 4 C Buchanan 
and J Arthur 27.5.

Hole prizes: 1 Mystery Prize, 
S Murchie and A Heron; 2 
Longest Putt, A � omson and 

F McMillan,; 3 Nearest the 
line, I Currie and J Devine; 4 
Longest Drive, K Barton and 
M J Tod; 5 Nearest the Pin 
in 2, E Kelso and P Johnston; 
6 Nearest the line, J Hutton 
and M Tod; 7 Longest Putt, F 
Miller and L Howie; 8 Mystery 
Prize, A � omson and F 
McMillan; 9 Nearest the Pin 
in 2, D McKellar and E Hunter.

Tuesday July 6, Peter Sutton. 
1 John Milesi 63; 2 Sandy 
Murray 64 BIH; 3 Brian 
Sherwood 64. Magic two Alex 
Morrison-Cowan.

Fixtures: Tuesday July 20, 
Peter Sutton/Lady Mary. 
12.30pm tee-o� .

Whiting Bay 
Golf Club
Wednesday July 7, Summer 
Trophy, 23 played. 1 David 
Blair 12, 62; 2 Neil McKechnie 
10, 64 acb; 3 Douglas Auld 19, 
64; 4 Andrew Martin 14, 65 acb. 
Lowest gross Nicol Auld 3, 66. 
Magic twos, Gus MacLeod @2, 
Ryan Armstrong @7, David 
Blair, Robert McNaught, John 

Paras-medics take top 
spot at Texas Scramble

Paras-medics, Alan 
Bannatyne, Kirstie Barton, 
Smithy and Neil Henderson 
and Emma Henderson with 
the Sam Guthrie Trophy.

Pennycott, Stan Rainey @17.
Sunday July 11, the Whiting 
Bay Improvements Stableford. 
A good � eld of 38 took part 
in the 2021 edition of � e 
Improvements, the latest in the 
summer open competitions in 
support of local causes. � e re-
cent trend of good scoring con-
tinued with 26 players carding 
30 points or more and the top 
six all beating par � gures. 1 
Gavin Bell 24, 43pts; 2 Sandy 
Pringle 16, 41; 3 Patricia Tait 
24, 38 acb; 4 Sean Higgins 24, 
38. Magic twos, Jamie Stewart 
@1st, David Brookens @2nd, 
Jamie Macpherson @15th 
Sandy Kelso @ 16th and Stan 
Rainey @17th.

Fixtures: Sunday July 18, 
� e Raymond Curtis Salver. 
Wednesday July 21, � e 
McLintock Cup.

Continued on page 19.

1

Be a part of this year’s 
SCOTTISH FIELD WHISKY AWARDS

29 October 2021   •   6pm arrival - 11pm close  •  Dress code: Smart casual
to purchase tickets visit:

beautifultickets.com/events/scottish-fi eld-whisky-awards-21st-anniversary
*You must be 18 or over to attend the event.
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