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� e schools on Arran are 
among the best in the UK and 
have proved it by picking up a 
national teaching award.

Selected from thousands 
of nominations, the Arran 
Cluster, which consists of the 
seven island primary schools 
and Arran High School, has 
been honoured as one of 102 
Pearson National Teaching sil-
ver award winners nationally.

� e Arran Cluster received 
the silver award for Impact 
through Partnership for its 
outstanding commitment to 
changing the lives of the chil-
dren it works with every day 
– and now it is going for gold.

� e group of schools is the 
only Scottish entry of the four 
shortlisted in its category 
to win one of just 15 gold 
awards later in the year, in 
a programme which will be 
broadcast on the BBC. It will 
face opposition from three 
other schools/clusters in this 
category, which are in Surrey, 

London and Cambridgeshire.
� e Arran Cluster created a 

health and wellbeing strategy 
bringing together the di� erent 
groups working on the island 
to form a cohesive, progressive 
and sustainable approach to 
promoting and supporting 
positive health and wellbeing 
for the island population.

� e strategy included up-
skilling of sta� , parents and 
students in di� erent areas of 
health and wellbeing, hosting 
free-to-attend, certi� cated 
courses on mental health, 
suicide prevention and � rst aid, 
and working closely with the 
island’s Health and Social Care 

Partnership and the locality 
partnership.

Head teacher Susan Foster 
told the Banner on the last day 
of the session on Tuesday: ‘We 
are delighted and grateful to re-
ceive this award. It is not only a 
re� ection of the amazing work 
being delivered by our dedi-
cated and talented teachers on 
Arran, but it also demonstrates 
the support and engagement 
we see from our young people 
every day.

‘Although we’ve faced many 
challenges over the past year 
due to the pandemic, we are 
very proud of the partnerships 
that enable the good work tak-

ing place on the island to shine 
through and have a real impact 
for all our young people.’

� e silver award winners are 
being honoured as part of the 
wider celebrations for � ank a 
Teacher Day, a national cam-
paign to honour and recognise 
school sta�  for their incredible 
work. � e celebrations follow 
new data which shows how 
the previous year’s lockdowns 
have signi� cantly changed how 
families across the country 
view the role of teachers.

New research from 
Parentkind and � e Teaching 
Awards Trust highlights that 
three in four parents and carers 

have a new-found respect for 
the teaching profession follow-
ing their experiences of remote 
learning during lockdown – 
74.9 per cent agreed or strongly 
agreed they had more respect 
for teachers following their 
experiences of remote learning.

Sharon Hague, senior vice 
president of schools at Pearson 
UK, said: ‘A� er a year like no 
other we want to take today 
to say thank you to all the in-
credible school sta�  who have 
kept children and young people 
learning despite unprecedented 
challenges. 

‘We hope the celebrations 
today show how much you are 
appreciated, and that your hard 
work has not gone unnoticed 
nor unrecognised.’

Arran schools go for 
gold in national award

New school captains Sid 
Townsend, Grace Crichton 
and James McCarthy, 
holding the award, with 
head teacher Susan Foster, 
left, depute head Suzie Dick, 
right, and acting depute 
Michelle Bunting. 01_B26award01
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Island’s 
seas take 
on blue hue
The waters around Arran 
have been admired more 
than usual this week and 
have been the subject of 
much debate as a result 
of their resemblance to 
the Mediterranean or 
Caribbean seas, writes 
Colin Smeeton.

The sea all round the 
island has changed to a 
distinct blue-turquoise 
colour thanks to a bump-
er bloom of plankton 
which has given Arran’s 
coastal areas a look far 
from the Firth of Clyde.

Reported to be an ehux 
or karenia variant, the 
mostly-harmless algae 
bloom is believed to 
be responsible for the 
change in sea colour, 
however, owing to the 
di�  culties of suspended 
sediment in the Clyde 
and the complexities 
of algae, it is di�  cult 
to pinpoint the exact 
culprit.

The Clyde bloom 
follows reports of a 
massive blue-green 
algae bloom that was 
recently witnessed on 

• Turn to page 2 for more
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Arran seas take on blue hue
Continued from page 1.
satellite imagery – spreading 
across the Minch in north-
west Scotland,   which is 
still being monitored by 
the Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency (SEPA).

� at particular bloom of 
blue-green algae, also known 
as cyanobacteria, prompted 
health o�  cials to issue a 
warning for members of the 
public to avoid any contact 
with any algal scum and to 
keep their pets away from it 

as a precautionary measure. 
� ankfully on Arran, accord-
ing to Hab Reports, an organ-
isation that provides reports 
on harmful algal blooms and 
biotoxin monitoring, all sam-
ples taken in the surrounding 
areas of Arran have returned 
acceptable levels of safe algae 
with no reports of karenia.

Algae is naturally-occurring 
and the change of sea colour is 
most likely due to billions of 
tiny phytoplankton growing 
in the abundant sunshine. 

� e behaviour of algae is 
erratic and the level of its 
toxicity can � uctuate, it can 
also appear one day, and 
disappear the next; it can be 
dispersed by the wind or even 
reaccumulate at any time.

Summer police back on patrol on Arran
The summer secondees have settled into the policing of island life having been here 
since the start of May. We caught up with them in Lamlash this week and can introduce 
them as, left to right: David Healy, normally based in Partick; Nicola Goodall, Bonnyrigg, 
Midlothian; Alex Johnston, Edinburgh City and Louise Thomson, Maryhill. 01_B25police01

The water in Brodick Bay has taken on a turquoise colour owing to a plankton bloom in the area. 01_B26algae01; Looking over Kilbrannan Sound from Machrie, the bloom was visible as far as the 
eye could see. 01_B26algae02 

GETINTOUCH
email us at editor@arranbanner.co.uk
telephone 01770 302142



� e bells of Lamlash parish 
church will ring out at noon 
tomorrow (Saturday) to cele-
brate the 200th anniversary of 
the invention of the Ellacombe 
chiming apparatus that was 
originally invented by the 
Reverend Henry Ellacombe.

Lamlash will be joining rings 
of bells from as far a� eld as 
New Zealand to Canada, while 
closer to home in Scotland 
Dunblane, Edinburgh, 
Inverness and Dundee will 
also chime their bells at noon 
local time.

� ere are nine bells in 
Lamlash tower, all cast by John 
C Wilson & Co, Gorbals Brass 
and Bellfounders, Glasgow, 
in 1886 and it is thought that 
the original eight  bells are the 
largest single ring of bells by 
this founder, with the same 
founder adding the ninth bell 
in 1913.

� e church and � ve of the 
bells were a gi�  to the people 
of Lamlash by the 12th Duke 
of Hamilton and it opened on 
Sunday June 6, 1886. � e three 
other original bells were a gi�  
from James Auldjo Jamieson, 
the Duke of Hamilton’s 
Commissioner.

� e bells are rung by use 
of an Ellacombe chiming 
apparatus, which works by 
striking stationary bells with 
hammers. � e bells are kept 
static, or ‘hung dead’, and a 
hammer strikes against the 
inside of the bell. Each ham-

mer is connected by a rope to a 
� xed frame in the bell-ringing 
room. When in use, the ropes 
are taut and pulling one of the 
ropes towards the player will 
strike the hammer against the 
bell.

� e chiming frame was 
invented by the Rev Henry 
Ellacombe, who was a keen 
bellringer and vicar at Bitton, 
Gloucestershire. However, he 
had inherited an unruly band 
of bellringers that had the only 
key into the church tower and 
would ring at any time of the 

day and were o� en drunk and 
generally obnoxious.

In order to get back control 
of his church’s bells he devised 
a chiming apparatus that only 
needed one person to ring 
all the bells, rather than the 
normal practice of full-circle 
ringing that needed one per-
son per bell, so he could kick 
out his unruly ringers and 
still keep the bells ringing. It 
is pleasing to note that once 
he had restored order, he did 
allow the ringers back and his 
set of bellringers’ rules can still 

be seen in Bitton church.
One feature of the Ellacombe 

apparatus is that it enables 
tunes to be rung on bells, rath-
er than the familiar change 
ringing normally heard from 
church bells. � e Lamlash 
church’s three bellringers, 
Maureen Pattison, Dorothy 
Noyle and Alison Page, have 
been ringing for many years, 
and it is thanks to them that 
we continue to enjoy the bells 
ringing out across Lamlash.

� e sound of the bells 
reminds us all to pause and 

consider the spiritual side to 
our lives irrespective of our 
religious beliefs and we look 
forward to hearing the bells for 
many years to come.

Timothy Billings
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Lamlash church bells ring 
out in global celebration

Top: Alison and Maureen 
beside the bell ringing 
mechanism in the bell 
tower. 01_B26bells02; and above, 
The original founder’s 
plaque is still on the bell 
tower wall. 01_B26bells03

Councillor Timothy Billings with bellringers Maureen Pattison and Alison Page outside 
Lamlash church. 01_B26bells01

Summer season lost
Tourism bosses have largely 
welcomed the news that Scot-
land aims to lift all Covid-19 
restrictions by August 9.

However, there is also 
concern that by then many 
businesses will have lost most 
of the summer season.

Association of Scotland’s 
Self-Caterers chief executive 
Fiona Campbell said she 
welcomed much of this 
week’s statement from the 
� rst minister, speci� cally 
the additional clarity on the 
expected dates for the lifting 
of restrictions.

‘However, the date of August 
9 for moving beyond level 
zero means our members, 
especially those operating 
larger properties, will only 
have one week of the Scottish 
school holidays in which to 
do business and will have 
e� ectively lost the entire 
summer season,’ she said.
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Old pier at Brodick to 
be demolished
� e old Brodick pier, which 
has been out of commission 
since the £30 million Brodick 
ferry terminal redevelopment 
project was completed is to be 
demolished later this year by 
Caledonian Maritime Assets 
Limited (CMAL).

In April 2018, the old pier was 
closed to vessels and the pub-
lic, and work was carried out to 
remove the linkspan. However, 
the li� ing dolphins and the 
steel and concrete structures 
that supported the linkspan 
were le�  in place. Demolition 
of the pier is now required to 
remove the old infrastructure 
before it becomes unsafe.

CMAL is currently working 
with consultants to carry 
out necessary environmental 
surveys and apply for marine 
licences and will go to tender 
next month with a view to ap-
pointing a contractor to begin 

work in the autumn.
John Quinn, senior civil 

engineer at CMAL said: ‘� e 
old pier and infrastructure 
served Brodick and Arran for 
many years, but has reached 
the end of its serviceable life. 
It is therefore necessary to 
now remove all the marine 
structures associated with the 
old pier.

‘� e work is anticipated to 
take six months and ferry ser-
vices will continue to operate 
uninterrupted throughout the 
works.’

Further updates will be given 
a� er a successful contractor 
has been appointed and a 
commencement date has been 
con� rmed.

The old pier at Brodick is to be demolished later this year. 01_ 

B26piero1

Arran’s MSP Kenneth Gibson 
has welcomed the Scottish 
Government and Caledonian 
Maritime Assets Ltd’s (CMAL) 
ambitious plans to invest £1 
billion renewing Scotland’s 
ferry � eet and upgrade ferry 
ports over the next decade.

Kevin Hobbs, chief executive 
o�  cer, and Brian Fulton, 
head of business support at 
CMAL, outlined their ambi-
tions to build six major new 
vessels in addition to the MV 
Glen Sannox and Hull 802 
currently under construction 
in Port Glasgow. Whilst the 
Glen Sannox is expected next 
summer, the others will enter 
service by Quarter (Q) 2 2026. 
� is means that eight of the 11 
major new vessels currently 
in service will be replaced, 
including the present Arran 
ferry, the MV Caledonian 
Isles. � e exceptions are the 
MV Finlaggan, MV Lochnevis 
and MV Loch Seaforth.

In addition, two new 
Northern Isles vessels which 
currently carry freight will be 
replaced by 2026/27 possibly 
with passenger capacity too.

� irteen small vessels will 

also be built in two phases of 
seven and six, entering service 
from Q3 2024 to Q2 2026 and 
2027/28 respectively.

� e � eet will be expanded 
from 36 to 39 vessels by 2030, 
23 of them new.

� e Scottish Government has 
already committed £580 mil-
lion to 2026, not including the 
Glen Sannox and vessel 802. 
� e total cost of � eet renewal 

and seven extensive harbour 
upgrades is expected to be £1 
billion by the programme’s 
completion in 2030, represent-
ing a huge investment in all  
island communities.

Mr Gibson said: ‘I’m de-
lighted that CMAL – strongly 
backed by the Scottish 
Government – is progressing 
with its ambitious plans to 
renew our ageing ferry � eet 

and major harbour upgrades.
‘� ere will be extensive 

community consultation on 
the detail of these plans. A re-
placement for the Caledonian 
Isles is expected to enter 
service by Q2 2026.

‘Small vessels are likely 
to be built in Port Glasgow, 
where they have experience 
of building them on time 
and on budget. Large vessels 
will go out to international 
procurement.

‘CMAL is aiming to ensure 
each small vessel can sail 
using 100 per cent electric 
power, although this comes 
with technical challenges. 
Hybrid vessels are likely for 
the foreseeable future, with 
the possibility of retro-� tting 
as technology advances.

‘Vessels will be designed with 
interchangeable components, 
so that there won’t be a situ-
ation where there spare parts 
which only � t one vessel.’

Ten-year plan to 
invest £1billion 
in 23 new ferries

Arran MSP Kenneth Gibson 
at the Ferguson Marine 
shipyard in Port Glasgow.

S U B S C R I B E
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by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scottish Charity Number SC002089     Telephone 01770 302636

Web site:  www.arranmuseum.co.uk      email:  info@arranmuseum.co.uk
Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 
Archaeology, Social History, Clearances, etc., 

and visit the 19th Century Cottage, the 1940’s 
Schoolroom, the Blacksmith’s Forge, and lots more.

Spinning and Weaving Demonstrations every Thursday

Children’s Quiz and Play Area. Riverside Picnic Area.
Gift Shop.  Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 

WELCOME BACK
TO THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT

with social distancing and other restrictions



� e Arran Banner
Friday 25 June 2021 NEWS  5

Superyacht spotted in bay
Brodick Bay had an 
interesting visitor last 
weekend in the shape of 
an £87 million superyacht, 
pictured above.

The luxury 74.5m Elandess 
includes massive deck 

spaces and an eight-metre 
outdoor swimming pool, 
while the Nemo Lounge is 
located below the waterline 
o� ering a new underwater 
perspective for guests.

The award-winning yacht 

is owned by the British 
billionaire philanthropist Sir 
Lloyd Dorfman, the founder 
of Travelex, but it is not 
known if he was on board 
during the visit to Arran. 
The yacht left on Sunday.

The yacht looked very impressive sitting in the bay.

� e Brodick Early Years com-
mittee has vowed to continue 
its � ght to save the nursery 
which is under threat of clo-
sure owing to the uncertain 
future of the council-run 
Brodick Hall.

� e future of the nursery, 
which is located in the hall, 
once again hangs in the bal-
ance following North Ayrshire 
Council’s decision to press 
ahead with plans to transfer 
ownership of the facility to any 
group which wishes to take 
it over under its community 
asset transfer scheme.

At its AGM on Monday the 
committee made the di�  cult 
decision to set a deadline of 
Wednesday December 15 to 
have formal plans in place for 
the future of the nursery be-

fore the start of February 2022, 
when parents need to register 
their children for the academic 
year ahead.

A spokeswoman said: ‘� ere 
will be a deadline date of 
Wednesday December 15, 2021 

whereby plans for a permanent 
premises must be in motion to 
allow the nursery to continue 
in August 2022, otherwise, 
with regret, Brodick Early 
Years will need to close come 
the end of the academic year.

‘We will not be accepting any 
promises this time but will, in 
fact, need actions to be in place 
and moving forward with 
pace.

‘� is date has been agreed as 
parents need to register their 
children for nursery in the 
� rst week in February 2022, 
allowing parents the time to 
gather relevant information 
and make their decision on 
other nurseries around the 
island if need be.’

� e decision to potentially 
shut the Brodick nursery 
comes a� er a three-year battle 
with council and government 

o�  cials which initially seemed 
to o� er some solutions to the 
issues faced, but which has 
now le�  it back where it started 
in 2019.

� e spokeswoman contin-
ued: ‘For the sake of the aca-
demic year 2021/2022 we will 
make do with using the hall 
as is. � e library will continue 
“gi� ing” us with some of its 
space – to be used if needed 
– when other community 
groups require the hall. � is is 
not ideal but we recognise that 
parents have registered their 
children at Brodick for another 
year and sta�  are prepared to 
put in the extra work involved 
for this to happen.

‘Nevertheless, this may not 
be ideal for other community 
groups which want to use the 
hall on a more regular basis 
and it certainly cannot go on 
as a long-term solution, or 

even a temporary one, during 
the lengthy process of waiting 
to see if an asset transfer will 
take place or not.

‘It is important for the com-
munity to understand that we 
are thinking of the entire com-
munity and it is not just about 
the future of the nursery.’

Looking to the future, 
Brodick Nursery committee 
members will attend a meeting 
with the hall committee to 
come up with a plan for the 
next academic year to secure 
the space alongside other com-
munity groups which wish 
to start using the space again 
safely.

� e nursery committee will 
also arrange a meeting with 
senior council o�  cials regard-
ing its position and a public 
meeting will be held towards 
the end of August in a bid to 
� nd a solution.

Nursery closure deadline 
is set but fi ght goes on

Brodick Eary Years is 
housed in Brodick Hall 
which is facing an uncertain 
future owing to a planned 
Community Asset Transfer.  
01_B26nursery01

by Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

All fuel consumption and emission values are based on the new WLTP (Worldwide Harmonised Light Vehicle Test Procedure) 
test cycle which uses real-world driving data. Official fuel economy for the standard Isuzu D-Max range in MPG (l/100km): Low 
25.1 – 27.6 (10.2 - 11.2). Mid 31.4 - 36.4 (7.8 – 9.0). High 36.0 - 39.4 (7.2 – 7.8). Extra-High 29.0 – 30.8 (9.2 – 9.7). Combined 
30.7 - 33.6 (8.4 - 9.2). CO2 emissions 220 - 241g/km.

†Price shown is an Isuzu D-Max DL40 Double Cab vehicle on the road price with manual transmission. All prices shown include delivery, number plates, 
12 months road fund licence and first registration fee, excludes VAT and mica/metallic paint finish. The All-New Isuzu D-Max is Smarter Stronger 
Safer compared to previous model. Terms and conditions apply. 

S & S Services Isuzu
01292 880080 www.sandsservices-isuzu.co.uk
8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr, Ayrshire KA8 9SX

DRIVEN TO DO

ISUZU D-MAX DL40 FROM ONLY

£29,759†

INTRODUCING THE ALL-NEW ISUZU D-MAX

FOR THOSE WHO 
WORK IN ACRES, 

NOT HOURS

SMARTER. STRONGER. SAFER.

SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF ARGYLL FOR OVER 30 YEARS
HEATHFIELD, AYR KA8 9SX TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN: 07831 808702

S&S SERVICES SCOTLANDS NO1 
ISUZU DEALER

Regular deliveries to the island
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LETTERS Write to us: editor@arranbanner.co.uk 
or � e Editor, Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran KA27 8AJ

  

Thought for the week
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 
a� er righteousness, for they shall be satis-
� ed. Blessed are the merciful for they shall 
obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart 
for they shall see God.’ Matthew 5:6

At The Arran Banner, we endeavour to ensure all our reports are fair 
and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice set by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
However, we realise that mistakes happen from time to time. If you think 
we have made a significant mistake and you wish to discuss this with 
us, please let us know as soon as possible by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; telephoning the chief reporter on 
01770 302142 or write to the Group Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog 
Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter, by emailing: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 

The Editor welcomes letters for publication on this page. The 
Editor reserves the right to shorten, amend or to refuse to print 
them. Names and addresses MUST be supplied to indicate good 
faith, although these details can be withheld from publication. 
Telephone numbers, if available, should also be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be considered.  Please write to: 
Letters, The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: 
(01770) 302021. Email editor@arranbanner.co.uk Emailed letters 
can only be considered if they have a name, full address and 
phone number.

PRESSPOLICYCONTACTUS
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 8AJ. 
Phone: 01770 302142
News editor: Hugh Boag: 
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Reporter: Colin Smeeton: 
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Advertising: Cecilia Paul: 
adverts@arranbanner.co.uk
Head o�  ce: Wyvex Media, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB.

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Ardrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Ardrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

Schools’ success Salmon farming has 
to move forward
Sir,
I can understand Iain Monteith’s position in 
relation to salmon farms, Arran Banner letters 
June 11, given that his excellent boats are ideal 
for their purpose, but salmon farming has to 
move forward.

Norway has banned any further expansion 
of sea-based farms, because of their deleteri-
ous e� ects on the marine environment, and 
all future development must be in on-shore 
closed-containment facilities. � ere is no doubt 
that commercial farming makes sense, but there 
are now cleaner, but more expensive, ways of 
doing so.

Tom Tracey’s letter should be considered. Let 
COAST take photographs of the seabed under 
the Kings Cross farm and compare them with 
those of the no-take area.

� e analogy could be the transformation of 
Glen Ashdale, now the pine forest has been 
removed.

Under the pines, nothing grew, just a black 
carpet of dead needles. Now there is a glorious 
resurgence of every sort of deciduous tree, as we 
saw on our walk to the Giants’ Graves last week.

I still have a photo of my cousin with a six 
pound haddock which she caught at Kings Cross 
in the ‘60s, when John McKenzie had the boats.

No such � sh exists now in this area.
Of course, I do not blame the salmon farm 

alone for this tragedy; the greed of commercial 
inshore � shermen also contributed greatly, but 
somehow, the natural environment must be 
restored and protected.

Arran used to have a week-long � shing festi-
val. Oh that such an event could be reinstituted!

Yours,
John N E Rankin,
Whiting Bay.

Sad state of cemetery 
Sir,
I visited Arran last week with my family and 
as part of my visit I went to Lamlash Cemetery 
to pay my respects to my grandparents who are 
buried there.

My Mum also joined me to visit her parents, 
and my � ve-year-old twin sons were with us.

I was saddened to see the state of the path 
and grass around the older graves which were 
created in the 1980s.

� ere are weeds growing all along and across 
the path. Some of them are tall so look like they 
have been growing for months without being 
removed. � e whole path is covered in weeds 
and looks very unkempt.

� e grass around the graves is overgrown, and 
there are lots of holes around this grass which 
makes a visit quite dangerous as they are hid-
den.  My little children were able to insert a full 
foot into these holes in the grass.

I have written to the local councillors 
highlighting this issue as I feel it is totally 
disrespectful to Arran residents who are buried 
in Lamlash Cemetery, and their families, that 
North Ayrshire Council has le�  the pathway 
and grass around the older graves to become so 
neglected. It appears that all e� ort has gone into 
creating a new area for graves to be added and 
the older graves of my grandparents’ generation 
have been le�  neglected.

My mum really was very upset to see her 
parents’ grave surrounded by a weed-� lled 
pathway, overgrown grass and dangerous holes.

Yours,
Caroline Wilkinson,
Gi� nock.

Deadly Hemlock 
Sir,
I was recently alerted to the latest blog from 
the Botanical Society of Scotland, about a plant 

called Hemlock Water Dropwort. � is deadly 
poisonous plant looks very similar to something 
we have in our garden in Machrie. 

Do any of your readers have any knowledge 
about this plant and what have they done to 
remove it?

And, other readers, please beware if you are 
out foraging!

Yours,
Hilary Patrick
Machrie.

Motoring assistance
Sir,
On Monday June 7, my car su� ered a blow out 
on a tyre on the String Road. Being a Honda 
Jazz, which does not have a spare tyre, I eventu-
ally drove the car into Bridgend Campsite where 
Robin, the owner, very kindly got in touch with 
Angus Lambie at Brodick who came out and 
changed the wheel, which enabled us to get to 
Sliddery. Angus had a replacement tyre ready for 
me the next day. I want to express my heartfelt 
thanks  to these two gentlemen for their e� orts 
on my behalf.

Yours,
Bill Robertson,
Muirend.

 Japanese knotweed
 invasion in Brodick
Sir,
Having been o�  island for long periods due to 
lockdown, at last we managed as a family to have 
a June holiday and were blessed with superb 
weather.

In my walks around Brodick, however, I was 
alarmed at the extent of the Japanese knotweed 
invasion. I was aware of it before, on the golf 
course edges near the sea, but now it seems to 
have spread widely and is to be found near the 
school and along the � sherman’s walk.

It is also to be found in the ditch near the 
library and on the edge of the Cloy burn.

In conversations with Brodick people, there 
seems to be no plan to deal with it and it appears 
that the local authority is only responsible for 
its own land.   Expressions of helplessness are 
common. I am not a botanist so I might be 
wrong and this hollow stemmed plant may not 
in fact be knotweed but that is what I am told 
it is.   Perhaps it is an opportune time to raise 
public awareness.

Yours,
Sandy Pollock,
Brodick.

We all know Arran schools punch well 
above their weight.

But for the Arran Cluster to be recognised 
as among the best in the whole of the UK in 
a prestigious national awards is high praise 
indeed.

And now the island carries the hopes of 
Scotland when they attempt to win the gold 
award later this year. We are sure the whole 
island will wish them well.

� e award could not have come at a better 
time as the schools break up a� er what has 
been a di�  cult 12 months and more. Home 
schooling and disrupted exams have all 
taken their toll on pupils and teachers alike.

Now they all deserve a well-earned rest 
ahead of the challenges the new school year 
will bring in August.

Tropical times
Arran is bathed in natural beauty as we 
all know. But there has been something 
totally tropical about the seas in the past 
week or so and it has just li� ed the spirits of 
everyone.

Gazing at the ever changing tur-
quoise-blue waters has let people’s minds 
dri�  to waters of the Mediterranean or ever 
farther a� eld, to the Caribbean, and a� er 
more than a year without foreign holidays, 
that is a joy in itself.
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EU settlement scheme deadline 
less than one week away

Case study: 
Benedikte Ranum
Norwegian Benedikte 
Ranum, who now lives in 
Doune, outside Stirling, has 
gone through the process. 
Here’s what she had to say:
How did you find the 
process?

Initially, I had some mis-
givings about applying for 
settled status. I had lived in 
the UK most of my adult life, 
and had studied, worked 
and raised a family here. It 
felt odd having to prove that 
I had the right to remain in 
the country I’d considered 
my home for all these years.

But as it turned out, the 
process couldn’t have been 
easier. The online applica-
tion guides you through a 
series of simple steps, and 
the instructions are very 
clear. 

If you have a biometric 
passport, you can even scan 
it rather than having to post 
it to the Home Office. I also 
got the reply much sooner 
than I had expected, saying 
I had been granted settled 
status.

Around the time I applied, 
there was also a letter from 
the Scottish Government, 
reassuring me and other 
people in my position that 

we are wanted in this coun-
try. I’m pleased about the 
efforts that are being made 
to create a friendly and 
welcoming environment for 
those of us who are Scots by 
choice rather than by birth.
What would you say to 
others who have yet to 
apply?

I would say just go onto the 
website and get it done. The 
chances are it will be a lot 
more straightforward than 
you think. And if you do 
get stuck, there’s help freely 
available – just contact 
Citizens Advice. Even if 
you don’t have access to the 
internet or have problems 
with English, there’s help 
available. 

And the sooner you start 
the application process, the 
more time there is to iron 
out any issues before the 
June 30 deadline.

EU Citizens living in Scotland, 
who have not yet applied to join 
the EU Settlement Scheme, are 
being urged to apply now to 
avoid missing the deadline of 
June 30.

The latest figures show that as 
of April 30, 268,500 applications 
have been made by people living 
in Scotland. The number still 
to apply can’t be confirmed as 
there is no official data on the 
number of EU citizens living in 
Scotland, but it could be a large 
number.

The Scottish Government is 
now running a new campaign, 
up until Wednesday June 30, 
calling on EU citizens who were 
living in the UK at December 
31, 2020, to apply to the UK 
Government’s EU Settlement 
Scheme so they can carry on 
living, working and studying 
in Scotland. Irish citizens 
and people with indefinite 
leave to remain do not have 
to apply. However, even if you 
already have a permanent 
residence document or have 
lived in the UK for a long time, 

you will still need to apply. 
The campaign will run on radio, 
digital, social, and press.

Jenny Gilruth, minister for 
culture, Europe and interna-
tional development, said: ‘Our 
message to everyone from the 
EU who lives and works here 
remains this: Scotland is your 
home, you are our family, and 
we want you to stay here with us.

‘Scotland is a better place be-
cause you are living here. Please 
apply. And please stay with us.

‘The UK Government’s EU 
Settled Status Scheme means 
that I must, sadly, reiterate 
that it remains critical that all 
EU citizens must complete an 
application by June 30 2021.’

Those who do not apply to 
the scheme may not be able to 
continue living or working in 
Scotland.

For more information on the 
support available, visit  www.
mygov.scot/stayinscotland

To download the Stay in 
Scotland toolkit or graph-
ics, visit www.gov.scot/
stayinscotlandtoolkit
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A new tearoom is being 
planned for Shiskine which is 
presently without anywhere to 
even have a cup of tea.

� e proposal is to erect a sim-
ple traditional new building to 
house the tearoom comprising 
a seating area, toilet facilities, 
a serving area and kitchen. 
Ancillary to this will be an 
outside seating area, children’s 
play area and parking pro-
vision for cars, bicycles and 
horses.

� e tearoom is being pro-
posed by Katie Webster, who 
has run the Machrie Bay Tea 
Room for four years, and has 
now submitted a planning 
application to North Ayrshire 
Council.

� e tearoom would be build 
on a site to the north of the 

village, adjacent to the String 
Road in the corner of what is 
presently a grazing � eld south 
east of Inglewood.

A planning and design state-

ment drawn up by architect 
Alastair Howe states: ‘Shiskine 
remains the largest settle-
ment between Brodick and 
Blackwaterfoot with around 

150 houses and a resident 
population of over 300, which 
almost doubles when holiday 
homes are in use.

‘Whilst it has a church and 

primary school and, despite it 
hosting the medical centre that 
serves the west of Arran, there 
are no other facilities. 

‘At present the residents of 
Shiskine and Machrie, and 
anyone else who is passing 
through the district, must go 
to Blackwaterfoot if they want 
as much as a cup of tea or a 
sandwich. In addition, there is 
also a steady stream of walkers, 
cyclists and motorists travel-
ling along the String Road.

‘� e applicant has success-
fully run the tea room at 
Machrie for four years and 
being a resident of Shiskine she 
is aware of the lack of facilities 
in the village and wishes to use 
her experience to improve the 
village for all.

‘� e site is at the northern end 
of a � eld, the owner of which 
is related to the applicant and 
is supportive of the proposal. 

Other locations and existing 
buildings within the village 
have been considered but none 
were considered suitable for a 
variety of reasons.’

An online survey was un-
dertaken in May last year and 
only one negative response 
was received in more than 40 
responses. � e majority of 
the comments related to the 
point that there is nowhere 
in Shiskine to go to gather 
socially and therefore the 
proposal would be good for 
the community. Many also 
commented that it would re-
duce the need to drive to meet 
up. � ere was also mention 
of increased employment op-
portunities and as a place for 
young people to meet socially 
and independently.

� e application is presently 
under consideration by coun-
cil planning o�  cials.

Local businesswoman proposes 
tearoom plan for ‘dry’ Shiskine

The site of the 
cafe is marked 
out in the � eld 
in Shiskine. 
01_B26cafe01

Couple’s self-service plan to 
sell farm produce in Brodick
A plan to sell farm produce 
from a converted shipping 
container in Brodick has been 
submitted to North Ayrshire 
Council planners, writes Hugh 
Boag.

� e vending machine 
project by social enterprise 
Woodside Arran CIC would 
be a self-service facility selling 
Arran produce. And the site 
proposed is a disused piece 
of land between the bike hire 
shed at � e Shore House and 
Arran Active.

Last month the Banner 
reported how owners Jenny 
and Andy Macdonald, of 
Woodside Farm in Kildonan, 
had received funding from 
Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise which would allow 
them to press ahead with the 
vending machine proposal.

� e application states: ‘We 
are aiming to place a purposed 
40�  shipping container that 
has been customised to have 
two entry doors and two 
large windows and will be 
clad in local timber to make 
an aesthetically beautiful but 
temporary building, directly 
in line with the bike hire shed.’

A supporting statement adds: 
‘� e project aims to address 
the signi� cant lack of local 

fresh produce available on the 
island. Currently there are no 
green grocers, with nearly all 
fresh produce being unsus-
tainably transported on to the 
island by the one supermarket 
brand which has a monopoly 
on the island.

‘� ere is signi� cant public 
support for more local pro-
duce to be available and the 
aim of the vending machine 
project is to meet this need in 
a convenient and sustainable 
way supporting residents and 

visitors to the island to have 
access to the local, a� ordable, 
env i ron menta l ly-f r iend ly 
produce they want.’

� e change of use planning 
application is currently under 
consideration by planning 
o�  cials.

Jenny and Andy Macdonald, of Woodside Farm in Kildonan.

YOURSTORY
email us at editor@arranbanner.co.uk
telephone 01770 302142

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
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Summer club at library

Mackie’s at country park

Arran Library is running 
a summer club for � ve- to 
12-year-olds with di� erent 
activities each week, starting 
on � ursday July 1 with 
Margo McLellan giving a bee 
demonstration.

� ere will also be a design-
a-bee-garden competition 

cra� . Booking is essential on 
arranlibrary@north-ayrshire.
gov.uk or ring on 302835.

During the holidays the 
library will also be running 
a scavenger hunt, fun sports 
event and cra� s events over six 
weeks.

More details to follow.

A tasteful partnership between 
ice cream and chocolate man-
ufacturer Mackie’s and the 
National Trust for Scotland 
will see visitors to Brodick 
Castle and Country Park, and 
13 other trust properties in 
Scotland, receiving a chocolate 
treat during their visit.

� e initiative, known as 

the Mackie’s Summertime 
Explorers, will help celebrate 
the great tourist attractions on 
o� er with every family taking 
part in a family trail tomor-
row (Saturday) and Sunday 
being eligible to track down 
a Mackie’s chocolate treat by 
following the clues and solving 
a simple puzzle.

A husband and wife who 
required the services of the 
Arran Mountain Rescue Team 
(AMRT) while on holiday 
have praised the volunteers, 
calling them ‘the angels of the 
mountains’.

Merseyside residents John 
Crook and his wife Patricia 
were enjoying their visit to 
Arran and on the last a� er-
noon of their holiday decided 
to take a walk from Corriegills 
to Lamlash on the upper coast-
al path.

Just as the couple were mak-
ing their way down from the 
trig point towards Lamlash – 
with the thought of co� ee and 
cakes awaiting them at the Old 
Pier Café – Patricia slipped 
down a steep part of the path 
and badly injured her ankle.

� e couple quickly realised 

that they would be unable 
to continue down the hill as 
Patricia’s ankle was extremely 
painful and it was unlikely 
that she would be able to put 
any pressure on it.

John told the Banner: 
‘� ankfully along came 
Andrew, who was a volunteer 

for the RNLI and a trained 
� rst-aider. He quickly realised 
that we needed the AMRT and 
he actioned everything to get 
us the help we required.

‘Once the team arrived, 
Struan, Martin and Corinna 
made a plan of action to get 
my wife o�  the hill, and most 

importantly gave her much 
needed gas and air. With 
assistance we made our way 
down the hill to the waiting 
Land Rover ambulance. We 
were then handed over to the 
local hospital where the care 
continued and a broken ankle 
was diagnosed.’

A relieved John added: ‘We 
cannot praise the AMRT 
enough for their kindness, 
care, e�  ciency and profession-
alism. We would just like to 
thank everyone involved and 
sing the praises of the volun-
teers who give their time and 
expertise freely to all who need 
them. � ey truly are the angels 
of the mountains.’

Hillwalkers thank 
rescue ‘angels’

Patricia Crook receives 
additional care at the 
bottom of the hill and is 
prepared for transportation 
to the hospital. 

Entries are also invited for the 
Summer &  Autumn auctions 
taking place in Glasgow and 
hosted online to an international 
bidding audience.

Experts from McTear’s will be 
on Arran in June and July to 
offer complimentary, 
no-obligation valuations. 

To discuss a home valuation visit please contact Magda Ketterer 
on 0141 810 2880 or magda@mctears.co.uk.

JEWELLERY
WATCHES

COINS
SILVER

ASIAN ART
CERAMICS

GLASS
FURNITURE

CLOCKS
INSTRUMENTS 

MILITARIA
SPORTING MEDALS

CONTEMPORARY 
& TRADITIONAL 

PAINTING
WHISKY & WINE

by Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
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Otter's Tail
adventures on Arran

otterstail.co.uk

10  

When it comes to the great outdoors there really 
is something for everyone on Arran. 

The 432 square kilometers of the island is largely 
a great untouched wilderness and that, and the 
seas around it, are a utopia for nature lovers and 
an explorers haven for those who like nothing 
better than enjoying the great outdoors. 

With a burgeoning tourist industry aimed at the 
enjoyment of Arran’s natural heritage, there 
is an abundance of outdoor activities to enjoy. 
From scenic self guided walks to professionally 
guided tours there are a variety of ways to enjoy 
Arran’s scenery. From kayaks to bicycles, low 
level or high level walking or running, there 
are various organisations that can make the 
inaccessible, accessible.

Arran Active 
Arran Active have been selling outdoor gear on the island since 
2005 and were thrilled to receive a Silver Award in the public vote 
for the TGO Independent Outdoor Retailer of the Year in 2020. 
Working with top-of-the-range established brands, such as Rab, 
Mountain Equipment & Scarpa, as well as mid-range suppliers 
like Craghoppers, Hi-Tec & Trespass, they have developed a 
selection that works for everyone whatever their budget or level.

So whether you are a dog-walker or peak-bagger, Arran Active 
will have what you need. Over the summer months, the range 
expands to include camping equipment and, for 2021, a wide 
selection of wetsuits from a new supplier, O’Neill. � ere are 
also snorkels, crab lines, aqua shoes – everything for a summer 
holiday! (Best not to mention Smidge….!)

But it doesn’t stop there. � e range is nothing if not eclectic. � e 
children’s department boasts wooden toys from Melissa & Doug; 
there is an interesting selection of books for all ages; and no visit 
to the store is complete without browsing the range of gins from 
all up the west coast, including Arran’s own gin of course.

Did we mention the fashion clothing and footwear? And that 
we sell merchandise from the fantastic Arran Mountain Rescue 
Team? One visit is never enough…..

Otter’s Tail
Otter’s Tail o� er a range of outdoor activities, catering for every-
one from family groups to experienced adventurers.

You might fancy the family friendly gorge walk, or a half day 
kayak excursion.  Or come for the whole day and they can kayak 
anywhere around Arran.  Holy Isle, Pladda and Carradale are all 
lovely day trips by kayak.  � ey love a dawn paddle, too.  

Otter’s Tail run multi-day kayak expeditions around Arran and 
beyond.  Maybe you’ve always wanted to paddle to Ailsa Craig?

If the hills are calling you, they can help.  � ey can guide you up 
any of the marvellous hills of Arran where you can spend a day in 
the hills, or a night walk under the stars.  � ey are happy to take 
their time, or would you prefer to do some fell running?  

� is summer they can help you branch out onto the rock faces, 
too.  You could traverse the iconic A’Chir ridge or have a go at 
multi pitch climbing on some of the best rock routes in Scotland.  

Why not combine the hills and the sea and have a full day kayak 
adventure to the Holy Isle including a climb to the top?  Otter’s Tail 
are always open to new ideas, too, so get in touch with your plans!  

All specialist equipment provided with tuition by well quali� ed, 
friendly and experienced sta� .  

Have a look at their website: otterstail.co.uk, or � nd them on 
facebook or Instagram: otters tail arran

So what are you waiting for?
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Visit us at CASKS Cafe  
in Lochranza Distillery

CASKS Café, Open daily 10am – 4pm

Serving a delicious selection of home baking,  
hot & cold beverages, whisky tasting flights,  
and light lunches (lunch served 12noon-3pm). 

Featuring the best of local produce and often  
an Arran Malt twist on some classics. 

Booking is required 
01770 830264  
bookings@arranwhisky.com

an Arran Malt twist on some classics. 

VISIT KILMORY CAFÉ & THE SHIELING BISTRO  
AT LAGG DISTILLERY
We have made a commitment to 
quality and value and all dishes  
in both restaurants are under £10.
Enjoy family friendly Kilmory 
Cafe and the relaxed atmosphere 
upstairs in The Shieling Bistro  
and Whisky Bar.

Open Tues – Sat
Serving coffee & cake 
10am – 12pm
Lunch menu from 12pm – 5pm 
(last orders for hot food 4.30pm)
Booking is required.
01770 870 565 
bookings@laggwhisky.com

Lagg Distillery
We would like to welcome you to Lagg 
Distillery, the home of whisky in the south 
end of Arran.
We are open 5 days a week, Tuesday to 
Saturday from 10am until 5.30pm. When 
you visit us, not only will you be able to 
enjoy our fantastic tastings and tours, but 
we also have a beautiful gi�  shop and two 
unique dining venues where you can get a 
true taste of our island hospitality.
Tours and Tastings are available every day that 
we are open and we are taking bookings over 
the telephone and e-mail. Contact us on 01770 
870 565 or bookings@laggwhisky.com
Tastings take place Tuesday - Saturday 
at 11.30am, 1.30pm and 3pm. � e cost is 
£15.00 per adult and we politely request that 
you pre-book your place in advance of your 
visit.
Tours take place Tuesday - Saturday at 10am, 
11.30am and 4pm. � e cost is £10 per adult 
and once again pre-bookings are required. 
Unfortunately, no children under the age of 
8 are permitted to join a tour.
Once you have joined our team for a tour 
and a taste of the “water of life” why not 
treat yourself to some food at one of our two 
unique restaurant spaces. No matter where 
you choose, we can guarantee you quality 
and value having committed to ensure all 

dishes on our regular menus are now below 
ten pounds.
Downstairs in the Kilmory Café, join us for 
fast, family friendly food with a wide range 
of snacks, incredible sandwiches and the 
best hotdogs on the island. Enjoy a delicious 
co� ee with our fresh scones and other sweet 
treats, or if you are in a hurry, we are happy 
to provide takeaway services too.
Making a comeback this year will be our 
ever-popular Friday night takeaways. 
Favourites like our Lagg Fried Chicken 
night and our Chinese night will return to 
the distillery on a fortnightly basis along 
with some new additions to whet your 
appetites.
Upstairs in the Sheiling Bistro and Whisky 
Bar, things move at a slightly slower place. 
Sink into one of our couches, savour one of 

our many whiskies and let your eyes drink in 
the magni� cent views across the Forth of Clyde 
to Ailsa Craig and beyond.
Enjoy a selection of tapas style small plates 
designed to compliment our whisky, indulge 
yourself with a freshly made cocktail or � nd your 
perfect Arran dram from our extensive range 
of distillery exclusives, single cask bottlings and 
o� erings from our sister distillery in Lochranza.
We will also be bringing a Friday institution 
to the South End of the island, with our Fish 
and Chip Fridays. Enjoy � sh, chips and mushy 

peas or a full � sh tea every week across both 
restaurant spaces and get your weekend o�  to 
an amazing start.
We respectfully ask that you continue to make 
bookings for all tables at the Visitor Centre. We 
follow all current guidelines and regulations 
regarding Covid compliance and promise you a 
safe space to enjoy two great value menus and a 
range of special events throughout the year. We 
really are very excited to welcome you through 
our doors again and can’t wait to return to 
being a legend in the making!



The Arran Banner
Friday 25 June 202112  HERITAGE

THE ARRAN BANNER  20 YEARS AGO
Saturday June 23 2001

A strong easterly wind pulled this boat off 
its mooring in Brodick Bay. Owner Alastair 
Bilsland and friends prevented serious 
damage by pulling it onto land. 01_B26ABTYA02

Seven youngsters from 
Shiskine Nursery are 
learning two hours of 
Gaelic a week thanks to 
nursery nurse Barbara 
Crawford, nursery assistant 
Nina Hamilton and native 
Gaelic speaker Kath McNeil. 
01_B26ABTYA04

Shiskine champions Colin 
Allison and Pat Adamson 
with Duisky winner Jock 
Kelso. 01_B26ABTYA07

Corrie Ladies Open prizewinners Lorna McKelvie, Jerry Arthur, Betty McKelvie and overall 
winner Moira Logan, who is pictured with Alice Anderson. 01_B26ABTYA06

Arran members of the British Legion met in the Douglas Hotel to hear a talk by Major Bronco 
Lane, a retired soldier who cycled to Arran from Hereford. 01_B26ABTYA03

A clandestine gathering at the Southend 
in the early hours last Sunday saw an 
Arran version of Wacky Races taking 
place. 01_B26ABTYA01

Young islanders gathered at a barn in North Sannox to learn sheep shearing. 
They are: Ewan Rogerson, Jamie Picken, Peter McDonald, Neil McMaster, Fiona 
Laing and David Fowler. 01_B26ABTYA05
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PROPERTY

CLASSIFIEDS

Property Wanted
Couple wanting to return to Scotland, 

looking for a property on Arran,
Cash buyers circa £250,000

Would prefer an older property with character, 
Would consider a project/refurbishment. 

Would also consider a building plot or modern 
property with redeeming factors/positive aspects.

No preference as to location on Island
If you are considering selling, contact us, 

Mike Curtin and Linda Renwick, 
ia email, m.curtin@ymail.com, 

with details and images.
We are available to view potential properties w/c 12th July 2021

Every Day
Trout Fly Fishing, Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Arran Heritage Museum Rosaburn, Brodick, Open daily, 10.30am – 4.30pm
Arran Brewery, Shop Open
Monday to Saturday 10am – 4.30pm, Sunday, 12noon - 4pm 
Brodick Castle Gardens Brodick, Open daily, 10am – 5pm
Brodick Mini Golf, Open seven days, 10am - 5pm-ish, ALL weather   
COAST Discovery Centre, Lamlash, Open 7 days a week, 10am – 4pm 
Lamlash Putting Green Open daily, 10am -4pm
Lamlash Tennis Courts Open All hours

Saturday 26th June
Arran Coastal Rowing Mini Regatta, Lamlash Pier, from 11am
Brodick Castle, Brodick, 11am – 4pm
RNLI Shop Open, Lamlash, 2pm - 4pm
Rink Games, Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 2pm
Rink Games, Brodick Bowling Club, 2pm
Arran Coastal Rowing, Try Out Session (Arran Residents), 
Lamlash Pier, from 4.30pm

Sunday 27th June
Brodick Castle, Brodick, 11am – 4pm
RNLI Shop, Open, Lamlash, 2pm – 4pm
What’s Happening On Arran, http://www.arranmedia.co.uk, 4pm

Monday 28th June
Brodick Castle, Brodick, 11am - 4pm
Lamlash Bowling Club, Lamalsh, 2pm
Shiskine Tennis Club, Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club, Blackwaterfoot, 4pm
JogScotlandArran@gmail.com, Whiting Bay, Venue varies, 5.30pm
Brodick Bowling Club, Brodick, 7pm

Tuesday 29th June
Healthy Outdoor Team, Brodick Castle,  10am – 1pm
Brodick Castle, Brodick, 11am - 4pm
Dougarie Gardens Open Day, Dougarie Estate, 2pm - 5pm
Rink Games (Social distancing observed), Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 2pm
Shiskine Tennis Club, Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club, Blackwaterfoot, 11am
Junior Hockey, P1 - S3 (5 to14 yrs), Ormidale Pavillion, Brodick, 6pm – 7pm

Wednesday 30th June
Kilmory Toddlers, Kilmory Hall, 10am -12noon
Arran Well-Being Cafe, Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 2pm – 4pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Walk & Weigh-in, COAST, Lamlash, Walk, 4pm, 
Weigh-in, 4.30pm 
Arran Pace Makers  please check Facebook @arranpacemakers, Venue 
varies, 5.30pm
Brodick Bowling Club, Brodick, 7pm
Lamlash Bowling Club, Lamlash, 7pm          

Thursday 1st July
Shiskine Tennis Club, Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club, Blackwaterfoot, 11am
Senior Hockey (12+), Ormidale Astro Pitch, 7pm – 8.30pm

Friday 2nd July
Shiskine Tennis Club, Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club, Blackwaterfoot, 4pm

Saturday 3rd July
Brodick Castle, Brodick, 11am – 4pm
RNLI Shop Open, Lamlash, 2pm - 4pm
Rink Games, Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 2pm
Rink Games, Brodick Bowling Club, 2pm
Kilmory Hall AGM and Welcome Back, Kilmory Hall, from 3pm (AGM, 5pm)

What’s on
www.arranbrewery.co.uk

in association with Isle of Arran Brewery

TOURS AND TASTINGS BY APPOINTMENT

Brewery Dug
The Isle of Arran Brewery’s Brewery Dug is the 
brewery’s American Style IPA, with the label featuring 
Helga, the friendly boxer owned by 2 of the brewery staff. 

A dry hopped beer with strong citrus f lavours, 
a great beer for sipping in the garden on a warm day.

The beer is available throughout the island in bottles, 
including at the brewery shop at Cladach, Brodick

PRIVATE CLASSIFIEDS

PRIVATE SALESINSURANCE SERVICES

Sponsored by NFU Mutual 
Cambeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite 
on 01586 552 428 for your 
insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

Sponsored by NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 for your
insurance needs

SELF STORAGE

CONTAINER STORAGE NOW AVAILABLE

HOLIDAY COTTAGE 
EXCHANGE

We off er a comfortable and fully equipped 2 
bedroom 2 bathroom former Lighthouse Keepers 
fl at in a secluded location in the heart of Portree, 

Isle of Skye in exchange for a similar property 
preferably in Lamlash, Brodick or Whiting Bay for 

3/4 weeks late October/November.

If interested, please call 01478 612122 
for details.

WANTED
VINYL RECORDS - Good 
and accurate prices paid 
for well looked a� er 
records. No classical or 
easy listening. All other 
genres considered. Contact 
Jamie on 07983624634 or 
01770600969

UNDER £50
AB BOOSTER PLUS GYM, 
£40. Please call 01770 
830322
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Vacancies: Assistant Line Technicians
We are currently recruiting for full time Assistant Line 
Technicians at our Factory at Home Farm, Brodick with 

immediate start available.
� is role will involve the setup and operation of various 

types of machinery within our factory
We are looking for enthusiastic, practically minded people 

with an eye for detail, good numeracy and literacy skills who 
enjoy working as part of a team.

No previous experience in a production environment is 
required as all training will be given.

Rate: £9.50 p/h with progression a� er successful training period.

Perks of the job include:-
    • 4 DAY WEEK – Every weekend is like a bank holiday!
    • Healthcare Scheme
    • Great discount on our products
    • Working within a friendly and supportive atmosphere.

If this sounds like your ideal position, then please do get in touch:

Please apply by forwarding your CV and a personal 
covering letter to :- Sarah McDowall, Production Manager 

sarah.mcdowall@arran.com

We are hoping to recruit a Deputy Manager and a 
sta�  nurse full time. Competitive rates of pay.

Cook part time 2 or 3 days a week.
For further information please phone Jackie on 01770 700247

PUBLIC NOTICES
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND  
CONSERVATION AREAS)(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined online at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
Comments should be made online at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk 
by 16.07.21. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1)

21/00601/PP; Site To North West Of Lairghru, Corriegills Road, Corriegills, Brodick; 
Erection of detached dwellinghouse.
21/00604/PP; Site To South East Of Inglewood, Shiskine, Brodick, Ayrshire; Erection 
of new tea room and associated parking and vehicular access.
21/00590/PP; Pier House, The Pier, Brodick, Ayrshire; Erection of 3 storey office 
building with private parking area and demolition of existing Pier House and Tourist 
Information Centre.

Craig Hatton
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

LOCAL GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 1973 
NORTH AYRSHIRE INTEGRATION JOINT BOARD 

UNAUDITED ACCOUNTS – YEAR TO 31ST MARCH 2021

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN under Regulation 9 (1) of the Local Authority Accounts 
(Scotland) Regulations 2014 that:
(a)  Copies of the unaudited accounts of North Ayrshire Integration Joint Board for the 

period from 1 April 2020 to 31 March 2021 will be available for public inspection 
from Thursday 1 July 2021 to Wednesday 21 July 2021 on the Partnership’s website –  
www.nahscp.org/ [nahscp.org] 

(b)  Any person interested may inspect a copy of the abstracts of the accounts to be 
audited and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers and receipts relating thereto. 
However, due to the current restrictions in relation to Covid-19, interested parties are 
requested to submit email requests for access to these documents to 
annualaccountsNAHSCP@north-ayrshire.co.uk no later than 21 July 2021. Where the 
current restrictions allow, we will endeavour to provide electronic copies of the 
requested documents before the approval of the audited accounts for signature, 
at a date to be determined;

(c)  No charge will be made for the inspection of documents or for the provision of 
electronic copies;

(d)  Any person interested may object to the accounts, or to any part of those accounts, 
no later than 21 July 2021 by:-

1.  Sending their objection in writing, together with a statement of the grounds thereof, 
to the auditor Deloitte LLP, pakenny@deloitte.co.uk and;

2.  Sending a copy of that objection and statement to the Chief Officer, North Ayrshire 
Health and Social Care Partnership carolinecameron@north-ayrshire.gov.uk, or to any 
other officer of the Authority who may be concerned.

(e)  The auditor shall, if requested by the person objecting, the authority or by any officer 
of the authority who may be concerned, afford to that person or authority or officer, 
as the case may be, an opportunity of appearing before and being heard by the 
auditor with respect to that objection; and any such person or officer may so appear 
and be heard either personally or by a representative.

The appointed Auditor of the Accounts is Deloitte LLP,  
110 Queen Street, Glasgow, G1 3BX.

Paul Doak, Chief Finance and Transformation Officer,  
North Ayrshire Health and Social Care Partnership, 
Cunninghame House, IRVINE KA12 8EE

Island Cheese Co. 

We are Hiring 
 

Permanent positions full and or part time,  
to assist with cheese production and serving in 

our busy shop.     

The successful applicant/s will be friendly,  
hardworking and willing to work one day at 
weekends. Training will be given. To apply 

please call Gordon or Linzi on 302788 or email  

gordon@arrancheese.com . 

The Arran Chocolate Factory
We are currently looking for an enthusiastic 

chocolatier to join our small team at 
The Arran Chocolate Factory. 

The successful applicant will be able to 
demonstrate an aptitude for the work and a 
willingness to contribute to the team e� ort

We will o� er full training to someone 
willing to learn the art of chocolate making

This is a full time permanent position 
with good working conditions, occasional 

weekend work will be required

Please apply to
James McChlery, The Arran Chocolate Factory Ltd, 

Brodick, KA27 8AJ
01770 302 873    James@jamesofarran.com
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ARRAN BANNER GOLF

Whiting Bay Golf 
Club
Sunday June 6, � e Tor Alvey 
Greensome, nine pairs played: 
1 Graeme Crichton and Neil 
Mckenzie 13, 57 acb, 2 Fraser 
Mackenzie and Nicol Auld 
11, 57, 3 Peter Towndrow 
and Jamie Macpherson 8, 60. 
Magic twos Duncan Heenan 
and Ronnie Mann @17th.

Wednesday June 9, Summer 
Trophy, 21 played: 1 Graeme 
Crichton 14, 60, 2 Neil Lucas 
13, 63 acb, 3 Duncan Heenan 
13, 63, 4 David Blair 12, 67 
acb. Lowest gross, Jamie 
Macpherson 72. Magic twos 
Duncan Heenan @5th, Mark 
West @11th, Nicol Auld and 
Jamie Macpherson both @17.

Wednesday June 16, Summer 
Trophy, 19 played: 1 Dave 
Hackett 13, 59, 2 David 
Brookens 13, 61, 3 Gordon 
Maclachlan 23, 64 acb, 4 David 
Morrison 9, 64 acb. Lowest 
gross, Nicol Auld 70. Magic 
twos Gavin Mainds @12, Neil 
McKechnie @14.

Fixtures:
Sunday June   27, Medal. 

Wednesday June 30, Cancer 
Relief Stableford (Open).

Lamlash Golf Club
� ursday June 17, Summer 
Cup: 1 Derek Harrison   
78-18=60, 2 Jack McNally 
69-8=61, 3 Stuart Campbell 
67-5=62, 4 Graeme Andrew 
76-13=63. Best scratch 
Dougie Macfarlane 66. 
Magic twos, Paul Cowan and 
Dougie Macfarlane @16th, 
Iain Murchie @ 8th, Stuart 
Campbell @12th, Neil Young 
@2nd and 13th, Ian Bremner 
@14th and 16th. Hole two 
drawn, winner Neil Young.

Sunday June 20, Jamieson 
Cup: 1 Alan Campbell   74-
14=61, 2 Serge El Adm 75-
12=63, 3 Paul Cowan 69-5=64. 
Best scratch Paul Cowan 69. 
Magic twos Paul Niven @16th. 
Hole 17 drawn, rollover.

Fixtures: Saturday June 26, 
AGA Hope Cup semi-� nals 
at 1pm, followed by � nals at 
6pm. Sunday June 27, Medal 
Shield, draw at noon. � ursday 
July 1, Summer Cup and Tom 
Graham Cup. Make up own 
groups and see starter for 
times.

Ladies’ section: Wednesday 
June 17, Stroke 3: 1 Madeleine 
McLaren   88-30=58, 2 Kate 
McAdam 79-17=62. Scratch 

Kate McAdam 79. Spaces still 
available for Ladies’ Open 
(15 holes) Wednesday July 21, 
contact Alison Heron, alison.
heron8@btinternet.com

Shiskine Golf Club
� ursday June 17, ladies’ 
Nancy McCutcheon Trophy, 
nine played: 1 Fiona Scott 
28pts, 2 Julia Salton 27pts, 3 
Jenni Turnbull 25pts. Magic 
twos Clare Buchanan, Ann 
May and Jenni Turnbull.

Sunday June 20, gents Sunday 
Stableford. 1 W McNally 29pts, 
2 J Bell 28pts BIH, 3 R Waine 

28pts. Magic twos D Davidge, 
R Waine.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday June 16, Summer 
Cup, 36 played. 1 Fred 
Galbraith 74-14=60 acb, 2 
Ali Hume 71-11=60, 3 Craig 
� omson 84-22=62 acb. 
Scratch Ali Hume 71.

Sunday June 20, Marchioness 
of Graham Trophy (bogey), 20 
played: 1 George Hamilton 16, 
6 up, 2 John May 23, 5 up, 3 
Douglas Robertson 21, 3 up.

Saturday June 19, Hope Cup: 
Brodick beat Lochranza in 

round one of the Hope Cup.
Fixtures: Saturday June 26, 

Hope Cup semi-� nals and 
� nal at Lamlash.

Corrie Golf Club
Wednesday June 16, 18-hole 
medal: 1 A Smith 74-15-59, 
2 G Andrew 71-12-59, 3 R I 
McMillan 84-23-61. Scratch 
W Paton 70.

Saturday June 19, 18-hole 
medal: 1 R Burke 74-14=60, 2 
A Napier 71-10=61, 3 W Paton 
69-8=61 and scratch.

Fixtures: Saturday June 26, 
18-hole medal. Wednesday 
June 30, 18-hole medal. 
Competitors arrange their 
own matches and adhere to the 
current Covid regulations.

Machrie Bay Golf 
Club
Tuesday June 15, Peter Sutton. 
1 Phil Betley 63, 2 Campbell 
Laing 68, 3 John Milesi      69 
BIH.

Monday June 21, � nals day. 
Ladies – a� er a close game 
Jenni Turnbull beat Elizabeth 
Kelso. Gents – Phil Betley 
beat Brian Sherwood with 
Phil playing exceptionally well 
John Pennycott beat Willie 
Kelso.

Fixtures: Tuesday June 29, 
Lady Mary/Peter Sutton tee o�  
12.30pm. Anyone intending 
to play in the evening please 
contact Brian before Monday.

Arran Golfers 
Association
Hope Cup 2021: � rst round 
was hosted at Lamlash Golf 
Club. Shiskine bt Machrie Bay, 
Whiting Bay bt Corrie and 
Brodick bt Lochranza Castle. 
Tomorrow (Saturday) will be 
the semi-� nal at 1pm where 
the home team of Lamlash will 
play Shiskine and Whiting Bay 
will play Brodick. � e � nal to 
be played at 6pm at Lamlash, 
please come along and show 
your support.

Newly appointed AGA secretary Jacki Lea Vaught presents 
the Thomson Cup to Babbies MacNeil, who beat Bob McCrae 
in the � nal at Brodick on Saturday June 12. 

Phil Betley, winner 
of the men’s 
championship; 
Jenni Turnbull, 
winner of the 
ladies’ champi-
onship and John 
Pennycott winner 
of the President’s 
Cup at Machrie 
Bay. 

CHURCH NOTICES 
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

Parishes of North Arran, 
Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 

Pirnmill and Shiskine
Independent but working 

together
� ere is a booking system at 
Brodick & Shiskine churches 

as the numbers are still 
limited. Liz Lawrie 302782 & 

John Kerr 860 498
� ere will be a streamed 

service fortnightly, this can 
be found on the three Church 

websites.
Sunday 27th June 2021
Lochranza & Pirnmill 

Churches-
Service at Lochranza Church 
10:15am Morning worship.
Shiskine Church 12noon. 

Morning worship.
Brodick Church 10.30am 

Morning worship.
Corrie Church at 12noon. 

Morning worship.
� e Food Bank continues 

from Brodick Church

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 

Church of Scotland
Charity Number: SC014005

Sunday 27th June
Worship will be conducted at 

10.30am
As our capacity is greatly 

reduced due to the two metre 
social distancing, we have a 

booking system.
You are asked, please, to 

phone Mrs Janet Redfearn 
on 700244 by the Friday 
lunchtime if you wish to 
attend Sunday worship.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a 
fellowship to share”

Scotttish Charity SC015072
Sunday 27th June

Kilmory 10am
Lamlash Church 11.30am

Please note that we will be in 
Church from 27th June

Due to our reduced capacity, 
if you wish to attend Sunday 
Worship in Lamlash, please 

phone Margaret McArthur at 
600363 by midday on Friday.

All welcome
We will be observing all 

socially distancing procedures

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(Part of the Worldwide 
Anglican Church)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 27th June

Fourth Sunday a� er Trinity
Holy Communion at 11 am.

Revd Adrian Fallows
ALL WELCOME

Co� ee a� er service
We follow strict SEC 

guidelines

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister - Rev. Vince Jennings

Phone: 01770 600222
While we are still unable to 

meet due to social distancing, 
you are invited to pick up 

our mini service on our new 
website at

www.Arranbaptistchurch.
org.uk

We would love you to join us.

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Attendance at Saturday Vigil 
Mass and Sunday Morning 

Mass
is by booking only and subject 
to social distancing, wearing 
of face coverings and NHS 

Test and Protect requirements.
*IF YOU DO NOT HAVE 
A REGULAR BOOKING 

PLEASE BE AWARE THAT 
SPACES MAY ONLY BE 
AVAILABLE FOR THE 

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS*
Please email peterdwilko@

gmail.com or telephone 
600595 to check availability 

and con� rm your place

BLESS O LORD THIS ISLE OF 
ARRAN

ST ROCH PATRON OF THE 
SICK PRAY FOR US

OUR LADY OF THE ISLES 
PRAY FOR US

ST COLUMBA PRAY FOR US

DEATH
MACMILLAN – Alison 
Margaret (nee Forbes) 
Peacefully at Cooriedoon 
Care Home, Isle of Arran, 
on Tuesday 22nd June 2021, 
Alison, in her 100th year, late 
of Dundee, much loved mother 
of Alison, Ann, Heather & 
Fiona, mother-in - law of Terry, 
Alan & Terry, ‘Grandma Mac’ 
to Steven & Richard, Graham, 
Gillian & Andrew, Katherine, 
Joanna & Neil and her ten 
Great-Grandchildren. Due to 
Covid Restrictions there will 
be a private funeral. Donations 
if desired to Alzheimers
Scotland.

www.facebook.com/arranbanner
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Be a part of this year’s 
SCOTTISH FIELD WHISKY AWARDS

29 October 2021   •   6pm arrival - 11pm close  •  Dress code: Smart casual
to purchase tickets visit:

beautifultickets.com/events/scottish-fi eld-whisky-awards-21st-anniversary
*You must be 18 or over to attend the event.

Published by Wyvex Media, Brodick, Isle of Arran. Tel: 01770 302142 and printed by Newsquest, Glasgow Print Centre, 125 Fullarton Drive, Cambuslang, Glasgow. Registered at the Post o�  ce as a newspaper.
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Last Friday the Arran 
High School annual golf 
competition for the First 
Minister’s Cup 2021 took 
place in glorious sunshine 
at Lamlash Golf Club.

More than 25 pupils took 
part this year from S1-S6 
and organisers say it was 
great to see so many young 
people playing and could 
not have asked for better 
weather.

� is year the school has 
also introduced a Junior 
First Minister’s Shield for 
S1-S3 pupils, as well as the 
Senior First Minister’s Cup 

and the school is grateful 
to Lamlash Golf Club for 
providing the pizza for all 
of the pupils who took part.

� anks go to Lauren 
Gilbert, active schools 
co-ordinator, for helping 
to organise this event and 
keep the tradition going.

� e prize winners from 
the day for the Senior First 
Minister's Cup were: 1 
Donald Currie, 2 Gordon 
MacIntyre, 3 James 
McCarthy. � e winner of 
the Junior First Minister’s 
Shield was Isabella Reid. 

� e winner for the 

longest drive was Frazer 
Ferguson.

� e First Minister’s Cup 
was gi� ed by former � rst 
minister Jack McConnell, 
now Lord McConnell of 
Glenscorrodale, for an 
annual golf tournament at 
Arran High School.

Donald lifts First Minister’s 
Cup in annual golf contest

Left: Senior cup winner Donald Currie. 01_B26� rst02 
Cup winner Donald Currie with runner-up Gordon 
MacIntyre and James McCarty, junior winner Isabella 
Reid and Frazer Ferguson, longest drive. 01_B26� rst03

The winners and all 
those who took part in 
the annual school golf 
competition. 01_B26� rst01
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