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A lifetime of service to the commu-
nity of Lochgilphead was celebrated 
this week as the much-loved busi-
nessman Peter Ciarella marked his 
100th birthday.

Friends and neighbours poured 
through the doors of the old Burgh 
Electrics building on Monday 
September 20 to wish Peter well and 
to reminisce about his enormous 
contribution to the community.

� e venue for the festivities was 
� tting as Peter had run his business 
from the shop on Colchester Square 
since the early 1960s and during his 
82 years of building, repairing and 
selling electrical supplies.

When he was just three years old 
Peter moved to Lochgilphead from 
his home town of Picinisco in Italy 
with his mother, father and two 
sisters.

� e welcome the young family 
received at that time spurred Peter 
on to work hard for his new town.

Peter was instrumental in the 

Lochgilphead celebrates 
Peter’s 100th birthday

Friends, family and neighbours joined Peter Ciarella to celebrate his centenary. 

by Fiona Ross
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

founding of the Rotary and helped 
out with work on the town’s � rst 
Catholic church.

A� er the Marquis of Bute do-
nated money to buy ground in 
Lochgilphead for a Catholic church, 

Peter set to work employing his prac-
tical skills to help get St Margaret’s 
up and running.

His e� orts then and throughout 
subsequent years led to Peter being 
awarded a Papal honour.

During the second world war 
Peter’s skills were put to further 
good use when he � tted battleships 
with devices to repel mines.

� e importance of this work was 
recognised by academics at the 

University of Strathclyde, who inter-
viewed Peter to � nd out more about 
the technology. 

In total Peter worked on more 
than 400 battleships, cruisers and 
navy vessels, even getting to meet 
Winston Churchill on a ship set for 
North Africa.

Sadly Peter was on board the HMS 
Dasher aircra�  carrier when she 
sank o�  Arran. 

He recalled: ‘We were out on a day 
sailing on the Dasher when she blew 
up and sank. � ey lost more than 
500 men that day. And I lost my 
tools.’

It was a� er the second world war 
that Peter realised his ambition of 
running his own electrical company.

He had started his electrical 
apprenticeship in 1935 at the age of 
13 with the Campbeltown and Mid 
Argyll Electrical Supply Company, 
and by 1947 he was ready to set 
up shop in Argyll Street, moving 
to Colchester Square in the 1960s 
by which time he and his business 
partner Davie Wilson employed 18 
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Continued from page one.
members of sta� ,   working 
from Campbeltown to 
Strontian and on Islay, Mull, 
Coll and Tiree.

Peter recalled the start of his 
career: ‘I used to leave at 4am, 
get my rolls in the morning 
before travelling up to get the 
ferry to Craignure on Mull. 
� en I’d take a bus to get the 
ferry over to Iona then make 
the trip back home again. It 
was very hard work but it’s just 
what you did back then.’

It was also at the end of the 
war that Peter married a wom-
an he had met while working 
at the Clyde shipyards. His 
wife Anne was from a family 
of 11 children brought up in 
Kilmacolm.

Speaking at Peter’s birthday 
celebration, his daughter 
Margaret Loughran said: ‘My 
dad, his parents and his sisters 
Maria and Netta were given 
a really warm welcome when 
they moved to Lochgilphead 
in the 1920s. 

� ere were hardly any other 
families from outside Scotland 
living here at that time so they 
were always really grateful to 
have been accepted into the 

community. I think that’s why 
Dad worked so hard over the 
years to support the church 
and the community more 
generally.’

A motorcyclist has died 
following a crash on the A816 
Lochgilphead to Oban road.

� e 46-year-old man, riding 
a white BMW motorcycle, 
came o�  his bike north of 
Kilmartin shortly a� er 9.55am 
on Monday September 20.

He was pronounced dead at 
the scene. His next of kin have 
been made aware.

Sergeant Paul Macpherson of 
Police Scotland Road Policing 
Unit said: ‘Our thoughts are 
with the man’s family and 
friends at this time.

‘We are working to establish 
the full circumstances which 
led to this crash and would 
urge anyone who can help to 
come forward.

‘� e man was riding north 
on the A816 as part of a group 
of motorcycles before the crash 
and we would urge anyone 
who witnessed the incident 
or who may have dashcam 
footage to get in touch.’

Anyone who can help is 
asked to call 101, quoting 
incident 0837 of September 20.

On Saturday September 

18, a 28-year-old man was 
airli� ed to Ninewells Hospital 
in Dundee a� er a one-vehicle 
crash on the A82 at Tyndrum 
at around 9.30am.

� e road was shut for about 
� ve hours before it re-opened.

� e man, who was the driver 
of the car, was described by 
medical sta�  as being in a 
stable condition. A woman, 
aged 27, also needed hospital 
treatment and was taken by 
road ambulance to Paisley’s 
Royal Alexandra Hospital.

� ere was more tra�  c 
delays in the area on Saturday 
a� er a two-vehicle collision in 
Taynuilt about 3pm. No-one 
was injured.

Also in Taynuilt, in the earli-
er hours of Tuesday morning, 
September 21, � re and police 
services were called to the 
Taynuilt Inn.

� e A85 was shut in both 
directions as � re crews from 
Oban and Inveraray tackled 
the blaze � rst reported to 
Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service at 5.07am. Elsewhere 
in the village, people had been 

le�  with low-pressure or no 
water.

No-one was hurt in the � re 
but Jordan and Lesley Foster, 
whose business the hotel was, 
were le�  with nothing but the 
clothes they escaped in. It is 
understood all other sta�  and 
guests were evacuated safely.

� e village hall was opened 
for anyone needing shelter, the 
nearby Brander Lodge opened 
to o� er teas and co� ees to 
anyone stuck in tra�  c or from 
the hotel. 

Taynuilt community council 
convener David Sloss said: 
‘� e hotel is an important 
part of the village’s social and 
economic life and we were 
looking forward to it being an 
even bigger part of it as covid 
restrictions ended. What has 
been heartening is seeing how 
many people spontaneously 
came forward to o� er any help 
they could.’ 

A funding page for the 
Fosters has been set up at www.
gofundme.com/f/w5f3sx-help-
lesley-and-jordan-a� er-� re-at-
taynuilt-inn

Drugs found
On Saturday September 18 at 
around 9pm, police stopped 
and searched a 21-year-old 
man at Patterson Street, 
Lochgilphead, under misuse 
of drugs legislation. He was 
allegedly found in possession 
of 2.5 grams of cannabis and 
charged with the o� ence 
of possessing a controlled 
substance. A report has been 
submitted to the procurator 
� scal.

Drug possession 
and drug driving
About 10pm on Friday 
September 17, on the A83 
at Kilmory, police stopped a 
vehicle and searched a man, 
aged 48, under misuse of 
drugs legislation. 

After allegedly being 
found in possession of 5.8 
grams of cannabis, he was 
charged with the o� ence 
of possessing a controlled 
substance and a report 
has been submitted to the 
procurator � scal.

The 46-year-old male driver 
of the same vehicle was also 
allegedly found in possession 
of a controlled substance 
and failed a roadside test for 
drug driving. He was arrested 
and evidential blood samples 

were taken to determine the 
level of impairment. He was 
reported for possession of 
a controlled substance and 
a report will be submitted 
to the procurator � scal once 
results are known.

Abusive behaviour
Police were called to an 
ongoing disturbance at 
about 11.50pm on Tuesday 
September 14 at MacDonald 
Terrace, Lochgilphead. 
While there a female, aged 
31, was allegedly shouting 
and swearing at o�  cers 
and refused to stop when 
challenged. 

She was arrested and 
charged with abusive 
behaviour. A report has been 
submitted to the procurator 
� scal.

Driving without 
due care
About 8am on Sunday 
September 5 a lorry collided 
with a bus on the A83 at 
Strone Point, Inveraray.

O�  cers attending the 
scene reviewed the bus CCTV 
and the driver of the lorry, a 
54-year-old man, was later 
charged with driving without 
due care and attention. A 
report has been submitted to 
the procurator � scal.

No insurance 
or MOT
On Thursday September 16 at 
about 11am, police on patrol 
had cause to stop a white 
Volkswagen van on Chalmers 
Street, Ardrishaig. During 
checks, the driver, a man 
aged 38, was found to have 
no insurance or MOT for the 
vehicle. 

He was charged and a 
report has been submitted to 
the procurator � scal.

Vandalism to car
At around 11am on Saturday 
September 18 at Tesco car 
park in Lochgilphead, a 
black Audi Q7 was parked 
next to the tyre pump. The 
driver went into the shop and 
when returning � ve minutes 
later observed two scratches, 
which looked purposefully 
and freshly done with a key 
or another sharp tool, on the 
driver’s door. 
Police are investigating the 
matter. 
 Anyone with information 
in relation to the above or 
any other incident should 
contact their local police 
station on telephone num-
ber 101 or, anonymously, 
through Crimestoppers on 
0800 555111.

POLICE FILES

Lochgilphead celebrates 
Peter’s 100th birthday

Peter enjoyed his birthday celebrations.

Fatal motorcycle 
crash on A816
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A new gi�  card is being 
launched soon to help Argyll 
businesses emerge from the 
pandemic with the help of 
residents.

� e Argyll and Bute love 
local gi�  card will allow 
holders to enjoy a fantastic 
range of products, services 
and experiences on o� er across 
the area, including hotel stays, 
gi� s, clothing, dining, house-
hold goods, groceries and 
services such as garages and 
accountants.

Businesses are being encour-
aged to register for the Scottish 
Government-backed scheme 
to stimulate increased local 
spending and help protect jobs 
across Argyll and Bute.

A map and listings of all reg-
istered businesses will appear 
on a dedicated Argyll and Bute 
webpage on the Scotland Gi� s 
Local website when the card 
launches next month.

� e gi�  cards will be sold 
online via the Scotland Gi� s 
Local platform, which allows 
people from all over the world 
to order a card.

An ever-growing number of 
Argyll and Bute businesses are 
signing up, including cafes, 
bookshops, opticians, tourist 
attractions, gi�  shops and 
supermarkets.

� e scheme is being de-
livered by Scotland’s Towns 
Partnership (STP), which is 
behind the Scotland Loves 
Local Campaign with funding 
from the Scottish Government 
and endorsed by Argyll and 
Bute Council.

Visit www.lovelocal.scot/
gi� card to � nd out more about 
the Scotland Loves Local gi�  
card, including details on how 
to sign up.

Councillor Robin Currie, 
policy lead for the economy 

Community council 
to return
Lochgilphead Community 
Council is to hold its � rst face-
to-face meeting since Covid 
lockdown in March 2020.

The community council, 
which represents the 
interests of the people of 
Lochgilphead, welcomes 
members of the public to its 
meetings.

The next meeting will be 
held on Monday October 
11 at Lochgilphead Parish 
Church Hall, starting at 7pm.

Social distancing of one 
metre will be observed and 
masks must be worn.

Glassary, Kilmartin and 
Ford Parish Church, based in 
Kilmartin, has been given a 
gi�  from Lochgilphead-based 
photographer Aileen Gillies.

In memory of her late 
mother, Mar, Aileen gi� ed 
three photographs depicting 
the previous church buildings 
which make up the parish.

Mar was a longstanding 
member of Kilmartin Church 
and Aileen thought it would 
be a nice gesture to o� er the 
new church building these 
framed photographs of the old 
buildings.

Session Clerk Linda Tighe 
thanked Aileen, originally 
from Ford, on behalf of the 
church.

‘It was a lovely thought on 
Aileen’s part,’ said Linda, 
‘and it gives all of us who 
worship in our new home the 
opportunity to remember the 
beauty of the old buildings 

New Argyll 
shop local 
gift card

Why should businesses sign up?
There are no registration costs for participating 
businesses

– 43 per cent of gift card holders made a one-o�  
purchase at a new business via their card, and 
22 per cent said they then became a regular 
customer

– On average, people spend 65 per cent more 
than the value of the gift when they go out to use 
their card

– Half of gift card recipients spend their cards 
within one month of receipt

The Argyll and Bute gift card 
will allow people to support 
local businesses in recover-
ing from the pandemic. Photo: 

Stuart Walker Photography. 

Aileen’s gift 
in mother’s 
memory

while enjoying the comfort of 
the new.’

From left: Kilmichael and the former 
Kilmartin and Ford churches, photo-
graphed by Aileen Gillies.

Aileen, left, and Linda with the three photographs which 
take pride of place on the wall of the new church building. 

and rural growth, said: ‘� e 
gi�  card scheme presents 
an excellent opportunity to 
support our local businesses as 
they continue to recover from 
the impact of COVID.

‘It has the potential to gener-
ate signi� cant spending across 
Argyll and Bute’s economy, 
helping secure jobs and build 
a more sustainable future for 
the region’s communities. 
We would encourage all busi-
nesses across Argyll and Bute 
to sign up - this is the perfect 
way for people to show their 
support for their local traders 
particularly in the run-up to 
Christmas.’

Scotland’s minister for 
community wealth, Tom 
Arthur MSP, said the Scottish 
Government was ‘delighted 
to be backing this innovative 
scheme’, adding: ‘� e gi�  
card is a quick and e�  cient 
way to encourage spend and 
drive sales growth in our local 
economies.’

� e Argyll and Bute gi�  card 
is one of 32, unique to each re-
gion of Scotland, and can only 
be spent in businesses located 
in the region.
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Two new ferries to serve Islay 
and Jura will not be built 
in Scotland - despite the 
Scottish Government owning 
a shipyard.

Caledonian Maritime Assets 
Limited (CMAL) has invited 
bids for the contract to build 
two new ferries for Islay to two 
shipyards  in Turkey, one in 
Romania and one in Poland.

� e decision to look outwith 
Scotland and not to Ferguson 
Marine in Glasgow, which the 
Scottish Government brought 
into public ownership in 2019, 
has proven controversial, with 
Highlands and Islands MSP 
Donald Cameron saying the 
failure of a Scottish shipyard 
to secure the contract to 
build the two new CalMac 
ferries for Islay represents ‘a 
devastating indictment’ of 
the SNP Government’s role in 
procuring new ferries for west 
coast communities.

He said: ‘As this saga has 
gone on and on, it’s impossible 
to think of a more comprehen-
sive failure to serve our island 
communities or, indeed, the 
wider public interest, than this 
latest development.

‘� is news represents a dev-
astating indictment of the SNP 
Government which has now 
betrayed practically everyone 

interested in securing a relia-
ble and resilient ferry service 
in Scotland, including those 
employed in the commercial 
shipbuilding industry.

‘� e priority now, of course, 
must be on getting the new 
ferries built and in service as 
quickly as possible – island 
communities deserve nothing 
less.’

� irty-� ve organisations 
expressed interest at the � rst 
stage of the procurement ex-
ercise and responses were re-
ceived from 11 organisations.

Each submission was as-
sessed rigorously against tech-
nical and � nancial criteria. 
� e shortlisted shipyards will 
now submit their technical 
and commercial proposals for 

the design and construction of 
the two vessels.

Each submission will be rig-
orously assessed against qual-
ity, technical and commercial 
criteria and the contract will 
be awarded to the winning 
shipyard no later than the end 
of March 2022.

Jim Anderson, director of 
vessels at CMAL, said: ‘We 
received interest from many 
shipyards across the world and 
carried out robust assessment 
of their technical and � nancial 
suitability to take on this 
project. Four shipyards scored 
the highest across both criteria 
and have now been issued an 
ITT for the contract.

‘� is stage of the procure-
ment process will take around 

six months and we hope to 
award the contract to the 
winning shipyard at the end of 
March 2022.

‘� e ITT stage marks an 
important step forward in 
bringing a new vessel to Islay 
and Jura.

‘It is one of several new vessel 
and harbour upgrade projects 
we are currently progressing 
to improve the resilience 
of ferry services for island 
communities.’

� e new vessels will have 
greater vehicle capacity than 
the current vessels on the route 
and will have a signi� cantly 
lower energy requirement.

� ey will be designed with a 
clear focus on freight, includ-
ing the capability to operate 
a possible overnight freight 
service.

� e Islay route is already 
one of the busiest services 
for freight on the Clyde and 
Hebrides network and the 
incoming ferries will support 
the island’s vital economic 
activity.

Su�  cient passenger accom-
modation will be designed to 
meet an anticipated increase 
in passenger demand.

New Islay vessels will 
not be built in Scotland

The new ferries will serve 
the busy Islay route.

One corner of Argyll which 
has grown and prospered over 
the past few decades lies at the 
head of Loch Fyne.

� ink of Loch Fyne Oysters, 
the Tree Shop, the new Fyne 
Den childcare centre and 
much more besides - each 
facilitated to some degree by 
Ardkinglas Estate.

Many projects may never 
have reached the drawing 
board without the work of 
estate manager Jean Maskell, 
who retired last week a� er 23 
years in the role.

Jean took on the job of estate 
manager for Ardkinglas Estate 
at Cairndow in 1998, working 
for owner Johnny Noble, 
founder of Loch Fyne Oysters.

A� er Johnny Noble’s death 
in 2002 Jean worked with 
his nephew, architect David 
Sumsion, to develop the estate 
into an organisation � t for 
the 21st century, able to take 
forward projects including 
property restoration, new 
housing schemes, woodland 
and horticultural restoration 
and preservation, as well as 
encouraging local enterprises 
to start up and prosper within 
the estate.

Jean’s interest in, and 
devotion to, Ardkinglas Estate 
has been key to the success 
of these projects and she has 
laid strong foundations for the 
estate to continue to develop.

Last week she handed over 

the estate manager’s role to 
Johnny Noble’s niece, Virginia 
Sumsion.

Paying tribute to her prede-
cessor, Virginia said: ‘Many 
individuals and organisations 
have worked with Jean and 
their respect and admiration 
for her has been evident in the 
reactions to her retirement 
announcement.

‘Jean’s ability to work within 
many di� erent areas and 
people has been a huge asset 
for the estate. She is now 
looking forward to applying 
these skills on a variety of 
projects with a bit more time 
to spend on them, though her 
colleagues’ gi�  of a bench for 
her garden will give her an 
excuse for a well-earned rest 
now and again.’

Jean Maskell is retiring after 
23 years as Ardkinglas Estate 
manager. 

Jean hands over 
Ardkinglas reins
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Communities in Tarbert and 
Skipness have bene� ted from 
the latest round of grants from 
Freasdail wind farm, operated 
by Renewable Energy Systems 
(RES).

� e funds are administered 
and distributed by a local 
group headed by Tarbert and 
Skipness Community Trust 
which includes representatives 
from Tarbert and Skipness 
Community Council, Tarbert 
Harbour Authority, Argyll 
and Bute Council and an inde-
pendent individual.

A total of £30,000 is to be 
distributed between 15 Tarbert 
and Skipness organisations 
providing services to the 
community.

Projects receiving grants 
range from funding the MS 
Centre for outreach visits to 
enabling Tarbert Golf Club to 

Lochgilphead and Tarbert 
libraries have extended their 
opening hours.

The new hours for Lochgil-
phead are Wednesdays 1pm 
to 6pm and Fridays 10am to 
5pm, while Tarbert Library 
will open Tuesdays 1.30pm to 
5.30pm and 6pm to 7.30pm 
as well as Thursdays 10am to 
12pm and 12.30pm to 5pm.

More good news for 
readers is the fact browsing 
at all liveArgyll libraries is no 
longer limited. Customers 
can spend as long as they like 
browsing and use seating, 
including study areas.

In the larger liveArgyll 
libraries, public network 
computers can also booked 
for one-hour time slots by 
calling the relevant library 
during opening hours.

Library opening 
hours extended Communities benefi t from 

latest wind farm grants
Freasdail 
wind farm, 
situated 
in north 
Kintyre 
between 
Kennacraig 
and 
Skipness. 
51_a39Freasdai-

lWindfarm01

by Colin Cameron
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
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provide golf clubs on loan to as-
piring new golfers. Tarbert and 
Skipness Community Trust 
chairwoman Sheila Campbell 
thanked RES Freasdail saying: 
‘On behalf of TSCT I’d like 
to thank RES Freasdail for its 
continued support of such a 
variety of local groups.

‘� is funding will go towards 

improving what local organi-
sations can o� er which in turn 
will improve the health and 
happiness of our community.’

� e community trust has 
just opened a pilot project to 
support groups with transport 
costs.

Over the next year, groups 
can access up to 50 per cent 

of the cost of transport to an 
event or activity or help with 
funding the costs of training 
for a minibus driver.

For more information and 
how to apply visit the website 
www.tsct.org.uk for details.

� e organisations which ben-
e� ted from this latest round of 
funding are: 

 Mid Argyll Community 
Enterprises Ltd - £3,180

 Ring Net Heritage Trust 
- £1,050

 Tarbert and Skipness 
Community Trust - £2,500

 Tarbert Enterprise 
Company - £3,800

 Tarbert Village Hall 
- £2,500

 Skipness and District 
Sheepdog Trials - £300

 Loch Fyne Pipe Band 
- £2,950

 Tarbert Church of Scotland 
- £1,800

 Tarbert Guides and 
Brownies - £2,500

 Tarbert Golf Club - £1,250
 Fèis an Tairbeart - £915
 Tarbert Bowling Club 

- £2,500
 � e Kintyre Way Long 

Distance Path - £750
 Argyll South Pony Club 

- £160
 Multiple Sclerosis Centre, 

Mid Argyll - £5,147

liveargyll.co.ukJOIN NOW

NO JOINING FEE

FREE GYM INDUCTION and a monthly programme review

Choose from our GREAT FITNESS FACILITIES with 
enthusiastic & supportive staff and 5 Gyms across 
Argyll and Bute

Wide choice of INDOOR AND ONLINE fitness classes

Mid Argyll Sports Centre
01546 603 228

SCAN ME TO  
JOIN NOW

SINGLE & FAMILY

MEMBERSHIPS
Unlimited access to Gyms and Fitness Classes

ONLY

56p
PER DAY*

*Single Memberships

£16.99 per month

ONLY

82p
PER DAY*

*Family Memberships

£24.99 per month
Free Starter Kit

& No Joining Fee! 

SEPTEMBER
SPECIAL OFFFER

FREE
STARTER KIT FOR
NEW MEMBERS
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Before global leaders decide 
the fate of the planet at COP26, 
a ‘Biblical scale’ sculpture of 
Noah’s Ark has been built 
overlooking the Kyles of Bute, 
to provoke thought about 
the climate crisis projected 
to put Oban, Lochgilphead, 
Inveraray and Fort William 
under water within 30 years.

� e structure in 
Tighnabruaich, designed 
by local environmentalist 
David Blair ahead of the UN 
Climate Change Conference in 
Glasgow’s SECC, stands more 
than 20 metres long, six metres 
high and over � ve metres wide, 
with a bench seat all the way 
around the base for people to 
sit and think about what is in 
front of them.

‘With COP26 coming to 
Glasgow in November, the Ark 
was an idea whose time had 
come,’ said David, who � rst 
conceived of the artwork 20 
years ago.

‘Its massive scale re� ects 
the great challenge we face, 
to galvanize the world’s gov-
ernments to avoid the worst 
e� ects of climate change.

‘Argyll and Bute Council 
has not declared a climate 
emergency, even though much 
of the road network will be 
threatened by sea-level rise 
by 2050,’ he added, pointing 
to a website, coastal.climate-
central.org, showing how 
projected sea level rises will 
a� ect coastal communities in 
the next 30 years.

� e projection shows 
large parts of Lochgilphead, 
Inveraray, Crinan, 
Campbeltown, Oban  and 
Fort William inundated with 
water, as well as much of 
Paisley, Dumbarton, Stirling, 
Falkirk, Alloa, and Leith, 
making many residential areas 
uninhabitable.

‘� e Ark is a form that most 
people will connect with,’ he 
explained: ‘Its synchronicity 

with Noah and the great � ood 
resonates with sea level rises 
due to climate change, with 
many species and habitats 
threatened with extinction.

‘My hope is that it is a story 
that went to the heart rather 
than the brain. I think people 
get numb to all the disasters.’

David, a woodsman who has 
lived in Tighnabruaich for 
more than 25 years, saw the 
climate crisis coming a long 
time ago, and decided to help 
as much as he could by living 
sustainably.

He owns and runs the 
Dunbeag Hydro Scheme, and 
is involved with the charitable 
Kil� nan Community Forest 
Company.

‘I have lived with this as the 
background for the last 20 
years,’ he said. ‘It has steered 
my life. You cannot ignore it 
now. It’s out there every day.

‘I do not want to scare 
people, but is it kinder to not 

let them know? I should have 
been building a shed; I need a 
new shed. It is easy to ignore it 
and think it will be alright. But 
I cannot - it is far too serious. It 
is going to change everything 
about how we live.

‘It is in the governments' 
hands now. � e governments 
of the world are not taking it 
seriously enough. � ey need to 
make sweeping changes.

‘It does feel like this is the last 
best chance we have got. If it 
fails, I do not think we are are 
going to pull this around. We 
are on the edge.

‘We might be passed the 
turning point where, what-
ever we do, it will make no 
di� erence. I am concerned 
humanity will miss the boat.

‘We need to do all we can to 
encourage governments to act. 
Governments respond to peo-
ple. � ey need to take action, 
and take it now.

‘� e art is all I can do to raise 

the debate where I live. It’s 
what I can do. I had access to 
the wood and knowledge how 

to put it together.’ Designed by 
David, the Ark was built with 
brother Rob and friend Scott 
Smith during the two weeks of 
the XR Impossible Rebellion 
in London.

� e Ark is made from a 
European Larch tree felled lo-
cally to avoid the spread of the 
fungal disease Phytophthora 
ramorum.

‘� ere is a lot of the disease 
around here,’ he said. ‘� e fear 
is that it gets into the sitka 
spruce, and that is the forestry 
industry gone. It is just being 
felled to waste.

‘� ere are huge holes in the 
hillside. I feel we are going 
to lose larch from Scotland 
probably in the next decade or 
two. Climate change is exacer-
bating this disease.

‘Without thinking big and 
taking bold enough action, a 
million species are threatened 
with extinction, including a 
third of all tree species,’ he 
added.

‘� e Ark is a call to action 
- we cannot a� ord to miss 
this boat. Climate change is 
by far the greatest threat that 
humanity, and most of life on 
Earth, has ever faced, and it is 
only us that can do anything 
about it.

‘� ink big, be bold, act now.’

Can we afford to miss the boat?
‘Climate change is by far 
the greatest threat that 
humanity...has ever faced.’

Environmentalist David Blair 
built the Ark using wood 
from a tree felled locally 
to avoid the spread of the 
fungal disease Phytophthora 
ramorum.

The ark was built by David, his brother Rob and friend Scott Smith.
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With the rollercoaster that the travel industry has faced 
since March 2020, it is hardly surprising that the way we 
holiday has changed immeasurably. The domestic holiday 
market has surged in the last 18 months as travellers have 
started to recognise the world of wonders that they have 
right on their doorstep, and holidaycottages.co.uk has 
seen huge rises in the demand for UK holiday properties.

For over 30 years, holidaycottages.co.uk has been o� er-
ing quality, UK accommodation, but the last 12 months 
have seen unprecedented demand.  Furthermore, this 
staycation trend has also highlighted Scotland as an ideal 
destination with the diversity and drama of landscapes 

Quality self-catering holiday homes across the UK

Interested in letting your property? Call us on 0800 304 7199

Simple, stress-free, 
successful holiday letting
For over thirty years, 
thousands of holiday home 
owners across the UK 
have enjoyed exceptional 
booking levels by trusting 
us to let their property.

that so many guests are looking for. A country of great 
contrasts, Scotland is a place of stark beauty, adventure 
and pure escapism, so it is no wonder that as more people 
are choosing to holiday in Britain, Scotland is welcoming 
tourists in their droves.

Bookings across our network of brands have soared, 
including on our dedicated Scottish brand, Cottages 
& Castles, home to more than 650 of the � nest holiday 
cottages in Scotland. Lifestyle brands such as Canine 
Cottages have also experienced increased demand as 
more holidaymakers are choosing to take their dog on 
holiday too.

New owners recently joining us are also getting o�  to a 
� ying start. For example,  The Wee Yin, a charming romantic 
retreat in Arrochar, and Balgonie Retreat, a great house close 
to West Linton, secured 22 and 21 bookings respectively 
within the � rst 28 days of being live on our site.

Personalised Services
We understand every owner has individual require-
ments when it comes to managing their properties. 
With the scale of our team, we can be as hands-on 
as you need. From marketing to booking to guest 
relations and holiday support, we’re here for whatever 
requirements you have including:
    • A dedicated property account manager
    • Managing all property enquiries
    • Processing bookings and payments
    • Dealing with all pre-arrival queries
    • Sending notifi cations to guests & owners
    • Making weekly owner payments
    • All advertising and marketing
    • Flexibility to use your own property 
    • 24/7 access to your online owner account

Now, with more than 7,000 quality properties in our port-
folio, we are going from strength to strength. We want 
guests and owners to delight in the beauty of the British 
Isles and make the most of this place we call home. With 
the natural raw beauty of Scotland, it’s no wonder that 
more and more guests are discovering its magic.

Contact us on  0800 304 7199 
or download your free letting guide at
www.holidaycottages.co.uk/let-your-cottage

ADVERTISEMENT  7
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Achahoish Primary School is at it 
again.

Enjoying fun learning experiences 
and making the most of the school’s 
outdoor space, that is.

Principal teacher Anna Graham 
explained: ‘We are working together 
to make our community garden an 
inviting place again.

‘We have been cutting down trailer 
loads of overgrowth and re-making a 

space for our raised beds. We’ve had 
a few breaks to make dens. We are 
working on a science topic on sound 
waves and will be making wind chimes 
from copper pipe we have had donated. 
� e chimes will be used to make a 
sound garden.

‘� e children found old � shing net 
on the beach and worked as a team 
to make a school hammock in our 
outdoor classroom on the beach.’

Look out for photographs of this year’s excited new 
primary one pupils in your Argyllshire Advertiser over 
the next few weeks.

The Covid situation has meant that rather than 
produce a one-o�  primary one supplement, as has 
happened in recent years, the paper will publish 
school photos over a number of editions.

Big school, big smiles for new primary one pupils

Happy smiles from Port Charlotte Primary School’s new 
primary one pupils. 

Port Charlotte, Islay

Bowmore Gaelic Medium Unit primary one pupils smile for 
the camera. 

Bowmore Gaelic Medium Unit

Bowmore Primary School’s new pupils in their smart school 
clothes.

Bowmore, Islay

Pupils 
looking 
very 
smart 
at Keills 
Primary 
School, 
Port 
Askaig. 

Keills

Learning is fun at Achahoish

Right: Making a den out 
of garden waste. 

Left: How much fun can 
you have with a piece of 
old � shing net? 
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Big school, big smiles for new primary one pupils
Note to head 
teachers: If you 
would like your 
new primary one 
class to appear 
in this feature 
over the coming 
weeks, email 
your P1 photos 
to editor@
argyllshireadver-
tiser.co.uk

Tighnabruaich

All set for primary school life at 
Tighnabruaich. 

Strachur primary one pupils 
smile for the camera. 

Strachur

Port Ellen, Islay

A big class of eager P1 pupils at Port Ellen Primary School. 

Friday 24th September –Thursday 30th September  
 

No Time To Die (12A) 
Thursday 7.00pm 

 

The Many Saints Of Newark (15) 
Daily (Except Monday & Tuesday) 7.15pm 

 

Conni & The Cat (U) 
Saturday & Sunday 3.30pm 

 

Respect (12A) 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday & Wednesday 

6.45pm 
 

Herself (15)  
Friday, Saturday & Sunday 5.15pm 

 
 

Shang-Chi & The Legend Of The Ten Rings 
(12A) 

Saturday & Sunday 4.00pm 

 
CLOSED MONDAY & TUESDAY  

www.campbeltownpicturehouse.co.uk 
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October is one of the most 
colourful times of the year.

Many � owers are still bloom-
ing and the leaves on trees 
and shrubs are beginning to 
change to � ery colours like red, 
yellow and orange.

It’s a good time to plant trees, 
shrubs and perennials as the 
soil still has some warmth 
which will help to get them 
established. Try and get ever-
greens planted by the end of 
the month.

Dormant roses are available 
at nurseries and garden centres 
and are very good value for 
money.

You can easily create a rose 
garden for the coming year 
that will provide beautiful 
� owers and fragrance from 
early summer through to 
autumn. Before planting, mix 
in good quality compost and 
make sure the plants are wa-
tered well once planted.

Gardening tips – autumn’s 
blaze of glorious colour

One of the 
most exciting 
group of 
plants to 
brighten up 
any part of 
the garden 
is Heuchera, 
native 
to north 
America.

It’s an excellent time to plant 
conifers as well. Conifers are 
cone-bearing seed plants and 
include cedars, cypresses, � rs, 
junipers, larches, pines, spruc-
es and yews.

While being practical and 
useful, conifers are also visual-
ly stunning and can transform 
a garden into something quite 
magni� cent.

� ey are a wonderful way of 
adding colour and shape to 
your outdoor space, particu-
larly as many conifers change 
colour throughout the year.

With several hundred 
varieties available in the UK, 
there is one to suit every type 
of garden and they are easy to 
look a� er.

� ey need good drainage and 
water to get them established 
but once growing will need 
little attention as they are 
pretty disease resistant and 
maintenance free.

Another way to bring colour 
to the garden at this time of 
year is with autumn bedding 
plants.

One of the most exciting 
group of plants to brighten 

up any part of the garden is 
Heuchera.

Native to north America, 
Heuchera were originally 
grown for their � owers - dain-
ty spikes of red, pink and white 

bells. � ey carry their plume 
like � owers high above their 
crowns of leaves, but gardeners 
are now mainly interested in 
their foliage which comes in a 
variety of colours.

Heucheras grow in full or 
partial sun, in well composted 
soil and are fairly pest resistant.

� ey can be established as 
ground cover in many garden 
area including under trees 
where grass could struggle.

October is o� en a time spent 
clearing up a� er the summer 
and preparing for the winter 
and spring ahead so here 
are some top tips for jobs 
this month from the Royal 
Horticultural Society:
 Plant autumn colour
 Create a bird feeding area
 Move tender plants inside 

or into a greenhouse to protect 
against frost or � eece
 Harvest autumn vegetables
 Collect fallen leaves
 Plant spring-� owering 

bulbs
 Prune tall growing roses
 Dead-head all faded � ower 

heads and remove any parts of 
plants that have died back

Get free advice on:
• Choosing your subjects.
• How to get the most from 

your UCAS applications.
• Picking the right university.

Tuesday 28th September 2021 - 4.30-7.30pm
Register: sixthformevent@kilgraston.com
Monte Carlo Suite, The Blytheswood Hotel, Glasgow
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Mid Argyll Youth 
Development Services 
(MAYDS) is ‘delighted’ work 
has started on the next phase 
of a wheel-park and outdoor 
development in Lochgilphead.

The project is being funded 
by Renewi and Argyll and Bute 
Council through the Scottish 
Landfill Communities Fund.

Funding of £40,000 
through the Scottish Landfill 
Communities Fund will allow 
the levelling of the site - beside 
the MAYDS building on 
Union Street - in preparation 
for building, along with secu-
rity fencing and the start of a 
community garden.

DA MacDonald contractors 
is undertaking this work  
and MAYDS manager Fiona 
Kalache said: ‘Huge thanks to 
it for its support, advice and ef-
ficient service. We are delight-
ed to be making progress again 
after delays due to Covid.’

She added: ‘We are also 
currently one of the Tesco Bags 
of Help projects and money 
from this will be going to the 
MAYDS gardening club which 
will develop the community 
gardens, so we ask anyone 
wanting to support us to pick 
up a token for the MAYDS box 
in Lochgilphead or Oban. We 
thank Tesco for its support.’

Good progress being made 
on four Mid Argyll projects
Front green, museum, skatepark and pool take shape
The most visible has to be 
Argyll and Bute Council’s 
Lochgilphead front green 
project.

After years of planning, 
work finally got under way 
on May 31 after Northern 
Irish firm Hawthorn Heights 
Limited was appointed as the 
main contractor. As well as 
improved drainage, the project 
will involve a raised ground 
surface level, a new playpark 
and new public square, with 
more seating and better 
cycling and walking facilities 
also key parts of the scheme.

Work continues on drainage 
and the installation of paths, 
but one of the most obvious 
recent additions has been new 
play equipment, including a 
pyramid slide and climbing 
frame.

A number of horse chestnut 
trees bordering the site which 
were diseased or deemed not to 
be thriving were removed and 

salt-tolerant hornbeam will 
replace them. Healthy trees 
are being protected during the 
works and will remain.

The same stone recently 
used to resurface Colchester 
Square - Achnaba stone 
quarried locally by MacLeod 
Construction Limited - will 
be installed on the new public 
square area, with electrical 
installation for the square also 
anticipated in the autumn.

The historic drinking foun-
tain close to the public toilet 
block has been dismantled, 
to be reinstated later in the 
project.

The front green scheme is 
expected to be finished by 
early 2022.

Lochgilphead is also seeing 
investment in shop front 
improvements, supported 
by the council, and the town 
centre Conservation Area 
Regeneration Scheme is get-
ting under way.

Structural and service works 
are almost complete as part 
of a redevelopment of Mid 
Argyll Community Pool by 
owner Mid Argyll Community 
Enterprises Limited (MACEL), 
allowing fit-out and finishing 
over the next couple of months.

MacLeod Construction 
Limited began work in March 
on the MACPool Activity Hub 
which will offer soft play, an 
all-access café and multi-use 
rooms for hire in addition to 
improved changing rooms for 
the pool.

The project, due for comple-
tion in October, is going to 
plan despite materials supply 
challenges faced by the build-
ing industry.

Unforeseen complications 
in the build have also caused 
minor delays, but MacLeod 
Construction is finding ways 
around these hurdles and the 
MACEL Board is hopes swim-
mers can be welcomed back by 
the second half of December.

All aspects of the new 
Activity Hub should be up 
and running early next year  
and MACPool manager Fiona 

MacAlpine is going to be 
recruiting new team members 
in the coming weeks.

MACEL chairwoman Kim 
Ritchie said: ‘Thanks to the 
many organisations and indi-
viduals who have supported 
the project financially, all 
funds for the main build and 
basic fit-out of the Hub are in 
place.

‘But there is still a need for 
funds to complete the fit-out 
and landscape and furnish the 
external area.

‘So if you haven’t yet contrib-
uted and would like to, it’s not 
too late.

There are two community 
sponsorship schemes, one for 
local businesses and one for 
individuals – the Sponsor Our 
Seascape programme. Email 
redevelopment@macpool.org.
uk for more details.

Kim added: ‘Everyone at 
MACPool is looking forward 
to the re-opening and to 
welcoming customers, old and 
new, to the new Hub. If you 
would like to hear more about 
the project, please come along 
to the AGM on October 7.’

It was an exciting time for 
everyone connected with 
Kilmartin Museum as 
concrete was poured last week 
for a new museum building.

For the past 24 years, 
the museum has inspired 
people by interpreting, 
explaining and conserving 
the internationally-important 
archaeological landscape, 
artefacts and natural heritage 
of Kilmartin Glen.

But it has outgrown its 
surroundings so after a 

fundraising campaign a 
major extension, designed 
by award-winning architects 
Reiach and Hall, was started 
on site in April 2021.

The build and fit-out is 
expected to be completed 
early in 2023, with a view to 
opening the new museum 
galleries in March 2023.

The redevelopment will pro-
vide more exhibition space, a 
creative space, an accessible 
research and learning area 
and a new education space.

Lochgilphead front green

Lochgilphead skatepark
Edging for a new walking/cycle path. 

Work continues apace on Lochgilphead front green. 
New play equipment has been installed. 

Mid Argyll Community Pool

Concrete pouring for the new Kilmartin Museum extension 
- exciting times. 

Kilmartin Museum redevelopment

Work starts on the skate park site. Levelling off ground for the new skate park. 



The Argyllshire Advertiser
Friday 24 September 202112  NEWS

A woodland art trail was the 
backdrop for an evening of 
stories and poetry this week at 
one of Argyll’s national nature 
reserves, writes Fiona Ross.

The 2021 Taynish Art Trail 
was celebrated with an evening 
featuring poet and writer 
Norman Bissell.

The author of Barnhill, 
the novel based on George 
Orwell's time on Jura writing 
1984, read a number of poems 
on the shoreline of Loch Sween 
on Thursday September 16.

Norman’s poem Sounds 
forms part of an artwork by 
Margaret Ker, one of seven 
artists whose work is exhibited 
in the art trail.

The theme for the 2021 trail 
is coasts and waters and it 

features pieces by Lesley Burr, 
Melanie Chmielewska, Moira 
Ferguson, Margaret Ker, Katy 
Lowe, Pauline Muir and   Jane 
Walker along the 600-metre 
trail from the car park to the 
mill and the shore.

At Thursday’s event Norman 
read Sounds and other poems 

from his book Slate, Sea and 
Sky, a Journey from Glasgow 

to Luing. He said: ‘I really 
enjoyed my visit to the Taynish 
national nature reserve, a 
magical old Atlantic woodland 
beside Loch Sween.

‘The setting and the light 
rain seemed to fit the poems 
I’d chosen and I read a new 
one from the book Beyond the 
Swelkie which went down well.

‘We also had a good discus-
sion about the writer and en-
vironmentalist Alison Prince, 
using Scots language in our 
writing and the need for space 
and time to be creative.

‘Many thanks to Margaret 
Ker for inviting me, to all the 
artists who exhibited work and 
to Heather Watkin of Nature.
Scot for organising such a 
memorable evening.’

The hidden depths of the waters 
around Argyll will be celebrated at 
the Mall Galleries in London next 
month as part of the Society of 
Wildlife Artists’ annual exhibition.

I nt e r n a t i o n a l l y- a c c l a i m e d 
wildlife painters and sculptors 
have been swimming, diving and 
snorkeling in the Sound of Jura 
this week to document the area’s 
spectacular marine life.

Following the success of a similar 
project in July, Bruce Pearson, Kim 
Atkinson, Kittie Jones and Louise 
Scammell have made field-sketches 
underwater of local sea-life during 
a week-long residency hosted by 
Tayvallich artist Jane Smith.

The artists are exploring the area 
because of its designation as the 
Argyll Coast and Islands Hope 
Spot, which celebrates and recog-
nises its world-class natural riches.

Stretching from Ardnamurchan 
to Loch Sween, the Argyll Hope 
Spot joins around 80 others, 
including the Galapagos Islands, 
Australia’s Great Barrier Reef and 
Ascension Island. It is the only 
Hope Spot in the mainland UK.

Using their sketches, each artist 
will produce new pieces, some 
of which will be included in the 
October exhibition at the Mall 
Galleries.

Hope Spot ‘champion’ John 
Aitchison said: ‘The artists have 
spent hours in the water, discover-
ing and sketching maerl, sea grass, 
brittlestars, sponges and kelp.

‘Above the water they have seen 
bottlenose dolphins and spent a 
happy morning sketching otters.

‘We are so delighted that they 
wanted to come here because it is 
hard for most of us to see what lives 

in the sea. Through their artworks, 
they can show us the animals and 
plants they have found and why 
they are so special, which helps us 
all care about whether they need 
our help.

‘The world is now facing a climate 
and biodiversity crisis. In Argyll, 
we can all do our bit, close to 
home.’

Artist Louise Scammell, an 
experienced diver in the seas off 
the south west of the UK said: 
‘The richness and diversity of the 
underwater wildlife here is ex-
traordinary. I’ve not seen anything 
like it elsewhere.’

Local events featuring the 
artists’ work, and opportunities 
to meet other visiting artists, 
are being planned for next year, 
details of which are on the website:  
argyllhopespot.scot.

A Tarbert musician has 
returned to the village to 
support the next generation 
of traditional singers and 
instrumenatlists.

Niamh MacKaveney has 
been introduced as  Fèis an 
Tairbeirt's new musician in 
residence as part of its recently 
launched Treòir programme.

The voluntary organisation 
runs traditional music 
workshops for children and 
adults in Tarbert,

Niamh, who grew up in 
Tarbert and studied at Tarbert 
Academy before going onto 
study classical violin, Gaelic 
and Scots song, will also 
be the mentored tutor in 
residence for fiddle, keyboards 
and Gaelic singing.

She graduated in 2018 with 
a Bachelor of Music honours 
degree from the University of 
Glasgow, and it was during 
her time at university that she 
began to take an interest in 
different traditional styles.

Niamh has toured in 
Europe with Ailie Robertson's 
Traditional Spirits and is 
involved with organisations 
such as Live Music Now and 
the Féis movement. When not 
supporting budding musicians 
in Argyll, Niamh performs 
with Glasgow-based folk trio 
'ELÍR and works in ceramics 
and jewellery design at The 
Hidden Lane in Finnieston.

Niamh MacKaveney will 
mentor fiddlers, pianists 
and Gaelic singers in 
Tarbert.

Tarbert musician 
to mentor local 
budding talent

Author and poet celebrates 
Taynish reserve’s art walk

Author Norman 
Bissell read 
his poetry to 
celebrate the 
art at Taynish; 
and far left, 
Pauline Muir’s 
heron sculpture 
forms part of the 
Taynish Art Trail. 

Celebration of Argyll’s sealife

Above: 
Artist 
Louise 
Scammell 
sketches 
in the 
depths of 
the Sound 
of Jura and 
the artists 
discuss 
their day, 
left.
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Lochgilphead 
photographer Marc 
Pickering provides this 
week’s featured image.  
Marc used reflections 
on the water at 
Bellanoch to add 
depth and interest to 
this beautiful rainbow 
scene, captured on 
Friday September 17.  
Send your favourite 
photographs for 
publication to editor@
argyllshireadvertiser.
co.uk

your PHoToGrAPHs
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#ScottishWhiskyTrail
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EXPLORING!
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As restrictions ease, Argyll 
and Bute businesses are turn-
ing their attention to moving 
on from the pandemic and 
planning for the future.

Business Gateway is availa-
ble to help, providing support 
for every business at any stage.

Experienced business advis-
ers can help business owners, 
via virtual meetings online or 
by phone, as they transition 
back to normality, providing 
support on issues such as 
flexible working, recruiting, 
sourcing finance, finding 
new customers or strategic 
planning.

For many businesses, the 
challenges faced over the last 
18 months have required a 
review of how the business 
operates.

It will be some time before 
businesses across all sectors 
have recovered and ensuring 

efficiencies across all opera-
tions will continue to be key.

Business Gateway has a 
range of online guides and 
webinars that can help, on 
topics such as reducing costs 
and increasing productivity.

For business owners looking 
for new ways to reduce over-
heads while also doing what is 
right for the planet, now may 
also be the time to explore 
ways to embed sustainability 
into the business.

There are a variety of easy 
ways to do this, whether that’s 
switching to more energy-ef-
ficient lightbulbs, reducing 
printing requirements or 
limiting the number of waste 
pick-ups. 

Not only will this help meet 
wider environmental goals, 
but it can also reduce costs.

While restrictions have 
reduced, the importance of 
digital solutions hasn’t.

DigitalBoost, Scotland’s 

national digital training pro-
gramme delivered by Business 
Gateway, has served as a 
vital resource for businesses 
during the last 18 months and 
can also help businesses to 
recover.

Now in its fifth year, 
DigitalBoost provides busi-
nesses with free support to 
help take advantage of tech-
nologies, improve produc-
tivity and increase resilience 
through webinars, one-to-one 
advice from digital experts 
and a wide range of online 
guides.

Expert advice is available 
on areas such as social media, 
cyber resilience, data analyt-

ics, digital marketing strategy 
and e-commerce.

Businesses can schedule a 
session with a digital expert 
through the Argyll and Bute 
office or visit the website to 
take a Digital Healthcheck, 
access articles and guides on 
a variety of digital topics or to 
book a webinar.

For those considering 
starting their own business, 
Business Gateway’s Planning 
to Start tool is a useful start-
ing point.

The tool asks a series of sim-
ple questions, taking around 
10 minutes to complete, which 
then gives access to an instant 
start-up toolkit.

The Argyll and Bute 
Business Gateway office will 
then follow up to help create a 
tailored action plan specific to 
the business needs.

Throughout the last 18 
months, businesses have dealt 
with ongoing uncertainty 
with resilience, and an in-
novative mindset has helped 
many survive.

Business Gateway remains 
available as a first point of 
contact, providing informa-
tion and resources to help.

For more information and 
to connect with Business 
Gateway, visit www.bgateway.
com or contact the local office 
on 01546 604 555.

A business consultancy spe-
cialising in helping organisa-
tions deliver efficiencies and 
become more sustainable has 
been able to expand its team 
following a package of sup-
port from Business Gateway.

DWS Associates was able 
to take on a graduate place-
ment thanks to HR advice 
and signposting to funding 
through the Business Gateway 
Local Growth Accelerator 
Programme.

The programme is funded 
by Argyll and Bute Council 
and the European Regional 
Development Fund 2014-20 
Structural Funds Programme.

Alice Masson was taken on 
at the start of the year and has 
helped the business secure 

vital ISO accreditations, as 
well as the Scottish Business 
Pledge and Cyber Essentials 
Plus.

Through Business Gateway, 
DWS Associates owner David 
Smart was also able to utilise 
DigitalBoost, Scotland’s 
national digital upskilling 
programme, delivered by 
Business Gateway.

This included a Digital 
Health Check and webinars 
on video production for 
social media and LinkedIn for 
business.

David said: ‘Our network of 
experienced directors’ were 
at capacity, and we knew we 
needed support if we were to 
achieve our wider business 
goals and growth ambitions.

‘Through Business Gateway, 
we were able to access the help 
and funding we needed to 
expand our team and take on 
Alice, who has helped upskill 
the whole team with her 
creativity, research and com-
munications skills. She also 
increased our capacity and 
resources, letting us achieve 
vital ISO accreditations that 

will help us facilitate further 
business growth.’

Alice said: ‘It’s been an 
incredibly rewarding expe-
rience working at DWS, and 
knowing that I’ve brought 
value to the organisation 
through my work in securing 
accreditations and developing 
our communications strategy.

‘I look forward to building 
on this further in the coming 
months.’

Business Gateway adviser 
Donald Melville said: ‘'Taking 
on a new employee can be a 
complex process.

‘We can help businesses 
with each step, as they start 
their recruitment process 
through to hiring their new 
team member.’

DWS Associates owner 
David Smart used the ser-
vices of Business Gateway 
to increase capacity and 
improve his business. 

Business Gateway catapults consultancy to success

Find your gateway to a 
brighter business future

From virtual meetings to recruitment 
to finance, the team is here to help

We can shed some light.

Our free local adviser support, webinars and 
online resources can help guide you towards 
a brighter future.

Feeling in the dark 
about what’s next  

for your business or 
new idea?

Connect with us at
bgateway.com
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� ere was a heroes’ welcome 
for the Over the Hill hikers as 
they returned to Tarbert on 
September 16 a� er conquering 
Ben Nevis for Parkinsons UK.

Piper John Hunt serenaded 
Don Murray, Tony Baccoli, 
Callum MacFarlane, Will 
Hemphill and Tom Lewis as 
they returned, having raised 
more than £4,000 for the 
charity.

� e team was, of course, 
given huge support by the 
people of Tarbert, the Corner 
House bar and many others.

Delighted
Margaret MacNeill of the 

Corner House posted on social 
media: ‘We are delighted the 
wonderful Over the Hill team 
has raised in excess of £4,000 - 
Gi�  Aid to be added.

‘� ank you to the Frigate 
Hotel, Kilbrannan Bar in 
Campbeltown and Renewi 
Lochgilphead for promoting 
and collecting sponsor money. 
� anks also to the Secret 
Baker and One Fyne Deli for 
preparing the food. 

Kilmory car park was the ven-
ue for the � rst Mid Argyll Arts 
Association (MAAA) drive-in 
concert.

And what a concert it was, 
featuring a curtain-sided lorry, 
lines of tra�  c cones, a sunny 
a� ernoon and talented young 
musicians.

� e musicians, all sax-
ophonists from the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland, 
only recently formed a saxo-
phone quartet to perform at 
the event. 

We were delighted to wel-
come them to Argyll for their 
� rst performance as a quartet 
and for three of the four per-
formers this was the � rst time 
they had performed in more 
than a year.

� e quartet - Andrew, Dean, 
Jack and Richard - introduced 
each piece, giving background 
to both the role of the saxo-
phone and the composer, with 
many of the pieces arranged by 
the group themselves.

Purcell’s ‘Festival Rondeau’  
was the dramatic opening, a 
work well-known across all 
age groups, so a perfect start to 
the concert. Following this was 
a work composed speci� cally 
for a saxophone quartet in 
1857 by Jean-Baptiste Singelée, 
a friend of Adolph Sax who 
invented the saxophone. We 
were treated to the traditional 
Andante before moving onto 
the exciting Allegro.

� e third selection of pieces 
were all by Debussy. � is was 
a surprising choice as the sax-
ophone is not really associated 
with the Impressionist period, 
however, it showed the versa-
tility of both the saxophones 

Hikers back in Tarbert with 
a mountain of charity cash

The Over the Hill heroes enjoy a welcome pint with Duggie 
MacNeill of the Corner House - with a big cheque for 
Parkinsons UK. 

‘Also to John Hunt for 
piping. It caused a wee stir 
on � ursday lunchtime. 
Parkinsons UK is our chosen 
charity and we are humbled 
by your generosity. Most of all 
we have to say a huge thank 
you to Don, Will, Tony, Tom 

and Callum for choosing to 
support Parkinsons UK.’

Donations can still be made 
at � e Frigate and � e Corner 
House or online at www.
justgiving.com/fundraising/
Tarbert-Over-� e-Hill charity 
page.

and performers. ‘Arabesque 
No.2’ was followed by ‘� e 
Little Shepherd’ which was 
delightful, calm and serene 
with only the sound of the 
river � owing through the trees 
and birds singing along. � e 
jaunty ‘Cakewalk’ completed 
this varied section.

‘Air on a G String’ by Bach 
and known to many as a TV 
advert was the next o� ering. 
� e opening descending bass 
line showed the depth and 
quality of the baritone saxo-
phone in much more than just 
a supporting role. � is music 
predates the invention of the 
saxophone by more than 100 
years.

Gershwin and a selection of 
show tunes from the swing era 
were just what we needed a� er 
the relaxing ‘Air’. � e four 
musical songs, all showcasing 
di� erent styles, certainly had 
the audience smiling, toe-tap-
ping and singing along. In the 
� nal piece ‘I Got Rhythm’ we 
were all moving to the music, 
including the quartet. Closing 
your eyes, you could imagine 
you were relaxing in a jazz club 
anywhere in the world.

� e next piece, ‘L’Arlesienne 
Exhibition’, is a collection of 
highlights for the saxophone 
in an orchestral situation. � e 
music was composed by Hiroki 
Takahashi, with many familiar 
themes from � lm and TV - 
including � e Apprentice - all 
thoroughly enjoyable.

Gershwin’s ‘An American in 
Paris’ portrays the many sights 
and sounds that Gershwin 
experienced there in the 1920s. 
While it was composed for 
an orchestra which included 

saxophones and car horns, the 
music played by the quartet 
didn’t include any car horns 
- just skilled and imaginative 
saxophonists.

A change of pace to enjoy 
some relaxed, laid-back music 
from West Africa followed 
with Will Gregory’s ‘High 
Life’. � e repeated rhythms 
with the peace of Kilmory, the 
cooling air and the gentle river 
� owing was almost hypnotic 
and brought the concert to a 
� nish.

� e audience cheered, 
clapped and blew their cars 
horns to ensure the quartet 
provided an encore. ‘Witch 
Hunt’ by Ulrich Schultheiss 
was the encore - a dramatic 
and � ery work challenging all 
the performers and bringing a 
fantastic concert to a close.

� e quartet members them-
selves didn’t feel the cars were 
a barrier and said they ‘had a 
blast at a unique and special 
event’.

MAAA thank the 19th Argyll 
Scouts (Explorers) for helping 
with the car parking. Tra�  c 
cones and hi-vis waistcoats 
were loaned by MacLeods and 
the wagon we used as a stage 
was from Ferguson’s Butchers. 
Picnic boxes were pre-ordered 
from Lucy’s Ardfern. Argyll 
and Bute Council allowed the 
use of its premises.

� e concert was supported 
by Chamber Music Scotland 
and Creative Scotland.

� e next MAAA concert is 
on Saturday October 2 with 
Les Trois Blondes, Scotland’s 
only Bal Musette band, playing 
classical Parisian café music.

Submitted.

The special-
ly-formed Royal 
Conservatoire of 
Scotland quartet - 
Andrew, Dean, Jack 
and Richard - had a 
blast at the unique 
open-air concert.

Soaring saxophones 
delight at drive-in 
Kilmory concert

Stay safe: Check weather conditions and 
hours of daylight before you go

In an emergency, dial 999 and
ask for the Coastguard

Davaar Island 
Safe Walking Times

Stay safe: Check weather conditions and

Morning Safe Walking TimesSafe Walking Times Afternoon Safe Walking TimesSafe Walking Times

Low Tide From Til Low Tide From Til

Wed, 1 Sep 2021 13:49 10:49 16:19

Thu, 2 Sep 2021 15:04 12:04 17:34

Fri, 3 Sep 2021 15:59 12:59 18:29

Sat, 4 Sep 2021 16:43 13:43 19:13

Sun, 5 Sep 2021 17:22 14:22 19:52

Mon, 6 Sep 2021 17:56 14:56 20:26

Tue, 7 Sep 2021 18:30 15:30 21:00

Wed, 8 Sep 2021 19:06 16:06 21:36

Thu, 9 Sep 2021 07:20 04:20 09:50 19:46 16:46 22:16

Fri, 10 Sep 2021 07:59 04:59 10:29

Sat, 11 Sep 2021 08:42 05:42 11:12

Sun, 12 Sep 2021 09:28 06:28 11:58

Mon, 13 Sep 2021 10:20 07:20 12:50

Tue, 14 Sep 2021 11:21 08:21 13:51

Wed, 15 Sep 2021 12:42 09:42 15:12

Thu, 16 Sep 2021 14:14 11:14 16:44

Fri, 17 Sep 2021 15:28 12:28 17:58

Sat, 18 Sep 2021 16:25 13:25 18:55

Sun, 19 Sep 2021 17:11 14:11 19:41

Mon, 20 Sep 2021 17:52 14:52 20:22

Tue, 21 Sep 2021 18:29 15:29 20:59

Wed, 22 Sep 2021 19:01 16:01 21:31

Thu, 23 Sep 2021 19:32 16:32 22:02

Fri, 24 Sep 2021 07:53 04:53 10:23

Sat, 25 Sep 2021 08:26 05:26 10:56

Sun, 26 Sep 2021 09:01 06:01 11:31

Mon, 27 Sep 2021 09:40 06:40 12:10

Tue, 28 Sep 2021 10:25 07:25 12:55

Wed, 29 Sep 2021 11:23 08:23 13:53

Thu, 30 Sep 2021 12:55 09:55 15:25
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Kindness and good wishes
Sir,
Dr Jeremy Phillips and Dr Rebecca Helliwell 
wish to thank the community and patients of 
Mid Argyll Medical Practice for their kindness 
and good wishes marking their leaving the 
practice earlier this month.

It has been a real privilege and honour to have 
been so closely and intimately involved with the 
lives of so many people and families over the 
last 32 and 17 years respectively.

We will always be grateful for this and the 
opportunity to work with a excellent loyal and 
dedicated group of sta�  in the practice, hospital 
and in the wider NHS team.

We will both continue to live locally and con-
tinue to work in the NHS in Argyll.

Dr Jeremy Phillips and 
Dr Rebecca Helliwell

Fishing and aquaculture 
understanding
Sir,
Looking into the future of marine planning, 
West Coast Regional Inshore Fisheries Group 
(WCRIFG) has formed an aquaculture sub-
group to foster better communications and 
understanding between commercial � shing and 
aquaculture.

Both are integral to coastal communities 
which are economically dependent on them.

A� er the initial meeting it was agreed that 
there were synergies to be had working with 
other areas around Scotland, and the group 
was expanded to become simply the RIFG 
Aquaculture Working Group.

� e driving force comes from the proposed 
huge future expansion of aquaculture, the fact 
that � shers were not considered, historically, as 
mandatory consultees and also the promise of a 
review by Scottish Government of the aquacul-
ture licencing process.

It was felt that now was a good time for inshore 
� shers, through the RIFG, to consider, collate 
and communicate their views to any, and all, 
of the regulatory bodies involved in the said 
licencing process.

� e working group is particularly concerned 
with the aquaculture planning process - espe-
cially when it comes to the impact of proposed 

sites on traditional � shing grounds - poor site 
maintenance and monitoring which can lead 
to instances of vessel entanglement and also 
the environmental impact of the sites on both 
commercial and non-commercial species.

� e group believes that while the sector has 
made many advances over the past decade, 
increased transparency and oversight are need-
ed to ensure the aquaculture sector can better 
co-exist with the � shing industry.

� e initial aim of the group would be to ensure 
that there is a proper analysis of localised � shing 
and follow up with clear and sensible commu-
nication between the two sectors to ensure that 
with expansion does not come con� ict.

It is a timeous idea, which will hopefully 
reassure � shermen that they will not simply be 
displaced by � sh farming but will be respected 
for their own produce.

� e group will cement a policy to assist the 
� shing industry deal realistically with the � sh 
farming industry and the Scottish Salmon 
Producers Organisation.

Simon Macdonald, 
chair RIFG Aquaculture Work Group

Is UK government really 
backing British farming?
Sir,
NFU Scotland is calling on the UK Government 
to address the nation’s growing labour crisis, 
which is undermining all parts of the food and 
drink supply chain, leading to signi� cant losses 
on some Scottish farms and resulting in a grow-
ing number of empty shop shelves.

Last week’s #BackBritishFarmingDay on 
September 15 came as a UK Government 
announcement of a free trade ‘agreement in 
principle’ between the UK and New Zealand is 
believed to be imminent.

Having agreed in June to provide unfettered 
access in the future to Australia, the cumulative 
impact of another deal with a major exporting 
nation has huge signi� cance for Scottish farm-
ers and cro� ers.

With so much to celebrate about the qual-
ity and standards of our food and drink, 
#BackBritishFarmingDay was a fantastic op-
portunity to thank the nation for their incredi-
ble support throughout Brexit and Covid-19.

NFU Scotland, both independently and in 

conjunction with the Scottish food and drink 
industry, has written several times to UK 
Government calling for measures that address 
the shortfall in both seasonal and permanent 
sta� .

Should it fail to do so, I have absolutely no 
doubt that the situation will deteriorate further.

It is galling to hear that the UK Government is 
on the verge of signing up to another free trade 
deal that will permit a growing level of imports 
while delivering very little to our food and 
drink sector in return.

� e blunt fact is that neither deal has been 
a� orded any kind of proper parliamentary scru-
tiny as the government’s promised Statutory 
Trade and Agriculture Commission has yet to 
be established.

Safeguards against market disruption are also 
promised, but the cumulative impact of these 
deals will be profound for UK farming.

If handled badly, these may make it impossible 
for some of our family farming businesses to 
continue to compete with high levels of low-cost 
imports produced to standards that would not 
be allowed here.

Martin Kennedy, president, 
NFU Scotland

Key diabetes checks lea� et to 
remind people what to do
Sir,
National audits of diabetic services have shown 
that only around 50 per cent of people with 
type one or two diabetes have nine key annual 
checks to help prevent long-term diabetic 
complications.

� e pandemic has made this situation di�  cult 
because many routine checks and face-to-face 
appointments have not been available.

� e InDependent Diabetes Trust (IDDT) has 
published a free new booklet which explains the 
nine key tests. It helps people look a� er their 
health by ensuring that they know what checks 
they need from health professionals.

Get your copy of Diabetes care - your 9 key 
checks by contacting IDDT on 01604 622837, 
emailing enquiries@iddtinternational.org or 
writing to IDDT, PO Box 294, Northampton 
NN1 4XS.

Jenny Hirst, 
InDependent Diabetes Trust

Happy hundredth birthday
We would like to add our best wishes to 
Mr Peter Ciarella on reaching his 100th 
birthday. He is undoubtedly one of the best-
known and loved people in the district and 
his contribution to Lochgilphead over the 
decades is immeasurable.

Exciting times
It’s amazing how the foresight and hard 
work of di� erent groups of people, working 
independently for their own particular areas 
of interest, have resulted in a number of 
improvement schemes coming to fruition at 
the same time.

Mid Argyll is looking forward to the com-
pletion of projects to upgrade Lochgilphead 
swimming pool, front green and Kilmartin 
Museum. But recent work at places including 
Tarbert and Ardrishaig – with more in the 
pipeline – could be added to that list. With 
Lochgilphead shop front improvements 
happening and the CARS about to begin – 
just look at the di� erence similar schemes 
made to Inveraray and Campbeltown – it 
seems the perfect time to have the prospect 
of improvements, just as we, hopefully, exit a 
depressing period of pandemic restrictions.

� e council is o� en a target for criticism 
– but o�  cers and councillors deserve huge 
credit for the work they have put into these 
projects with their partners.
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes 
newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or 
provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within 
these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement 
by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 
of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, 

mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots 
Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may 
be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 

does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement 
of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication 
as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to 
the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 

the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event 
of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

Thought for the Week MID ARGYLL

CAMPBELTOWN

LUSS

I had the wonderful privilege the other 
week of holding a new grandson for the 
� rst time.

Isn’t it amazing how a new-born infant 
can grab hold of your heart? 

I was � lled with so much love and pride 
and I prayed that his life would be blessed.

It so happened that the Gospel reading 
set for the Sunday a� er I met my grandson 
was, in part at least, about a little child.

 Mark tells us Jesus was walking ahead 
of his disciples on the way to Capernaum. 
When they got there Jesus asked them: 
‘What were you arguing about along the 
way?’

� ey couldn’t answer, for they had been 
arguing about which of them was the 
greatest. 

� ey were silent, because they’d been 
caught out.

� en Jesus took a little child in his arms 
and said to them: ‘Whoever welcomes one 
such child in my name welcomes me, and 
whoever welcomes me, welcomes not me 
but the one who sent me.’

Greatness, Jesus was saying to them, is 
found in welcoming and receiving into our 
arms someone vulnerable, powerless and 
dependent, regardless of age.

Greatness is found not in what we have 
accomplished but in what we have done 
and given to ‘the least of these’, the hungry, 
thirsty, naked, sick, and imprisoned: the 
symbolic children in each of our lives.

Greatness never makes itself superior 
over another. 

It is not about me, my job, my reputation, 
my status. 

Our greatness is revealed in our service 
and care of others.

Max is doing well, by the way, and I can 
hardly wait to see him again.

God bless you and yours, from biggest to 
littlest, today and always.

Reverend William Crossan, Lorne and 
Lowland Parish Church, Campbeltown.

A cargo-hauling electronic bike has sparked 
widespread interest across Mid Argyll.

� e eCargo bike, available for hire and trial 
to Mid Argyll businesses, charities and organ-
isations, has been supplied by HITRANS and is 
managed through the Argyll and the Isles Coast 
and Countryside Trust's ACT Now project to 
raise climate change awareness in Mid Argyll.

A busy � ursday last week for the eCargo 
bike started with the delivery of shelters to 
Act at Blarbuie Woodland for composting 
workshops, followed by delivery of unsold 
food from Lochgilphead Co-op to the Multiple 
Sclerosis Centre Argyll for distribution   to the 
community.

� e cargo bike later picked up donated bikes 
going to new owners in Lochgilphead before 
heading for a trial with a local business owner.

If anyone is interested in a trial of hire of the 
eCargo bike, email Jamie@act-now.org.uk for 
more information.

� e ACT Now Project is funded by the Scottish 
Government Climate Challenge Fund.

A Campbeltown 'pre-loved' furniture shop has 
been recognised for complying with Scotland's 
national re-use quality standard.

Kintyre Reuse Hub at 64 Longrow, operated by 
Kintyre Recycling Limited, employs many peo-
ple with barriers to working and has achieved 
Revolve accreditation a� er two years of hard 
work from sta�  and volunteers.

Revolve is a quality standard for second-hand 
stores in Scotland and is awarded to stores 
that meet high standards in safety, cleanliness 
and service, encouraging shoppers to shop 
second-hand � rst.

Kintyre Recycling Limited business manager 
Amanda � orburn said: 'A� er 22 years of being 
involved with Kintyre Recycling, this is one of 
my proudest achievements and I know it will 
carry on being a success a� er I leave with all the 
potential new opportunities.'

Sta�  at a Luss co� ee shop could be forced to 

pay nearly £500 a year just to come to work, the 
owner of the business has claimed.

Rowena Ferguson made her concerns known 
to local councillors at a recent meeting where 
a tra�  c regulation order (TRO) for the village 
was discussed and agreed. 

Under the terms of the TRO, businesses in 
Luss will be entitled to two passes for o� -street 
car parking which can be used by sta� .

However, Ms Ferguson said that additional 
permits were needed, though a council o�  cer 
responded that a degree of compromise was 
required.

At an Argyll and Bute Council area committee 
on September 16, Ms Ferguson said: ‘� e docu-
ment [report on the TRO plans] makes reference 
to residents being able to pay £90 per annum for 
a permit, but it does not mention sta�  who have 
to pay £489 just to attend work. 

‘I propose solutions such as additional busi-
ness permits, because this goes to the very heart 
of my business.’

Jim Smith, the council’s roads and amenity 

services manager, responded: ’It is an issue 
that exists in many locations across Argyll and 
Bute as there is simply not su�  cient parking for 
everybody who wants it. But we have a focus on 
providing parking for residents. � ere simply 
isn’t space to accommodate everybody, so there 
is a degree of compromise.

‘� ere are opportunities for season tickets, but 
that does come at a cost as part of the council 
process. � ere are proposals for permits for 
businesses as well as residents.

Councillor Lorna Douglas said there was 
‘real concern’ where sta�  who were not on high 
salaries could have to pay for a permit costing 
more than £400. 

She added: ‘Luss is not an easy place to get to. 
I know people who work there and do car pools, 
but to me, £400 for a permit is massive.’

Stuart Watson, the council’s tra�  c and 
development manager, replied: ‘Businesses can 
get two permits which can be for sta�  as well. 
If sta�  live in the zone, they can also apply for 
residents’ permits.’

The electronic cargo bike loaded up at the Co-op with unsold food, ready to deliver to the 
MS Centre. Photo: ACT Now. 



Friday 24 September, 202118  ADVERTISING

3

Glengallan 
Industrial 
Estate

Glengallan Road

THE OBAN TIMES, IN ASSOCIATION WITH BID4OBAN AND SUPPORTED BY THE SCOTLAND’S TOWNS PARTNERSHIP ARE HELPING TO PROVIDE RESILIENCE FOR OUR LOCAL BUSINESS COMMUNITY.

VISITING OBAN? COME WITH US ON THIS WEEK’S TRAIL

Argyll 
College

Not only does Oban have a plethora of retail and food outlets but it also has 
everything from essential DIY merchants and supplies to garages and more. 
Ever wonder where all these businesses are? Come and take a look!
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1. ARGYLL COLLEGE
Oban Centre is the largest of the Argyll 
College Learning Centres, and o� ers a 
range of full & part time courses. 
Web: www.argyll.uhi.ac.uk

2. WEST HIGHLAND SPECIALIST
     CLEANING SERVICES
Extreme Cleaning Service based in Oban 
covering a wide area, including the Inner 
& Outer Hebrides. Professionally trained 
and comprehensively insured. 
Tel: 07708 696135 

3. KMASS MARINE LTD
Professional accredited diving services 
with a huge mass of experience within 
their crew, in both the inshore and 
o� shore commercial diving sectors.
Tel: 07824 504774 

4. MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Founded in 1983 o� ering a quality 
service with an emphasis on moves to 
and from the West Highlands and Islands 
of Scotland. also o� ering steel container 
hire - 24 hour access covered by CCTV 
Tel: 01631 564848

5. MKM BUILDING SUPPLIES

Supplying general building materials 
incorporating building, timber & sheet 
and landscape materials. Also o� ering an 
in-store kitchen and bathroom show-
room!
Tel: 01631 694500

6. MENZIES DISTRIBUTION
Menzies Parcels provides great value, 
easy-to-use courier services which connect 
the Scottish Highlands & Islands, Grampians 
and Argyll with the rest of the UK. 
Web: www.menziesdistribution.com

DON’T FORGET 
TO BUY & USE 

YOUR LOVE 
OBAN VOUCHERS

7.  BIDFOOD
For more than 20 years as a leading 
foodservice wholesaler, they have 
supplied fresh, frozen, ambient food, 
beers, wines, spirits, catering essentials 
and catering equipment to customers in a 
wide range of sectors. 
Web: www.bidfood.co.uk

8. CERTAS ENERGY
One of the UK’s largest o�  grid energy 
provider, supplying retail and commercial, 
heating oil, kerosene, red diesel and 
more.
Web: www.certasenergy.co.uk

9. CITY PLUMBING

Your trusted plumbing and heating 
suppliers. Come and visit the bathrooms 
experts in their showroom. They can 
guide you through the journey to design 
and purchase your new bathroom with 
con� dence. 
Tel: 01631 567640 

10. REMBRAND TIMBER
Stocking their warehouse with all the 
products joiners and builders use on a 
daily basis. With a wide range of products 
available including doors, windows, 
composite decking and more. 
Tel: 01631 566265 

11. BOOKER WHOLESALE 
       CASH & CARRY
A market leading wholesale provider 
in the UK. As a foodservice wholesaler 
we serve caterers, retailers and other 
businesses with ranges from butchery 
& � shmongery, frozen foods, chilled 
produce and wines & spirits.
Web: www.booker.co.uk

12. C J AUTO REPAIRS

A family run car bodyshop,  specialising 
in all vehicle bodywork repairs and 
mechanicals, and are equipped with the 
latest equipment, enabling them to repair 
most vehicles. 
Tel: 01631 566009 

13. VNC AUTOMOTIVE DETAILING

Professional Valeting & Detailing solutions 
o� ering a wide range of services, paint 
correction, ceramic pro coatings, KAVACA 
PPF. Vehicle branding, signage & Banner 
service also available. 
Tel: 07708 660943 

14. THE THISTLE & THE ROSE
Contemporary Oban Florist delivering 
beautiful bespoke � ower bouquets and 
arrangements for all occasions.
Tel: 01631 564219 

15. JM BRECKENRIDGE
Suppliers of Quality Fresh Produce to the 
West of Scotland & the Highlands.
Web: www.jmbreckenridge.co.uk
Tel: 01631 563711 

16. TRAVIS PERKINS
One of the largest suppliers of building 
materials to the UK’s building and 
construction industry
Tel: 01631 564224

17. CEF 
City Electrical Factors are the UK’s 
leading electrical wholesale company 
for everything electrical from Cable and 
accessories to tools & equipment.
Tel: 01631 562362 

18. RECENTRE - 
        HOLISTIC HEALTH CENTRE 
A peaceful, healing space for the commu-
nity to Rest Restore Rebalance. Amongst 
ReCentres family are highly experienced, 
passionate teachers and therapists all 
working with the same ethos - to help 
rebalance the whole self.
Web: www.recentreoban.com

19. FIN’S PLACE

Well established garage offering 
services that include tyres, exhausts, 
brakes, servicing, batteries, repairs and 
diagnostics
Tel: 01631 566220



TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN COURIER AND ADVERTISER:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Thu 9am- 5pm, Fri 9am- 4pm
E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.
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With all eyes turning to 
Glasgow ahead of the crucial 
COP26 summit next month, 
the principal of Scotland’s 
Rural College (SRUC) has 
highlighted some of the 
organisation’s world-leading 
research into climate change 
and other global challenges.

In a specially recorded mes-
sage on SRUC’s new COP26 
webpage, Professor Wayne 
Powell said: ‘At SRUC, we are 
facing and tackling some of 
the biggest challenges that are 
highly relevant to COP26.

‘� is includes future land 
use and how we’re going to 
manage land into the future, 
to producing food ethically 
in a way that is safe for future 
generations, and which also 
addresses the decarbonisation 
of the economy and net zero.

‘In addition to that, we’ve got 
to think creatively about how 
we manage and enhance bio-
diversity in farming systems.’

Among other projects, 
the new webpage highlights 

SRUC’s Challenge Centres, 
which are tackling some of 
the world’s most urgent issues 
and producing work that 
in� uences industry, policy, 
communities and society.

� e centres include Global 
Climate Emergency, � riving 
Natural Capital and Future 
Food Systems.

� e work of SAC Consulting, 
working with rural businesses 
to become more sustainable, 
is also highlighted along with 
SRUC’s extensive range of 
courses.

And, as part of the run-up to 
COP26, SRUC’s Rural Policy 
Centre’s new podcast on 
September 24 will see experts 
in climate change, biodiversity 
and agriculture take part in a 
round-table discussion on the 
themes of the summit.

Professor Powell added: ‘We 
are beholden not only to the 
gathering in Glasgow, but 
beyond them to our students, 
our sta� , our communities and 
stakeholders, to work to do 

all we can to address climate 
change and make this a better 
and safer planet for us all.’

Taking place from October 
31 to November 12, the 
COP26 summit will bring 
parties together to accelerate 

action towards the goals of the 
Paris Agreement and the UN 
Framework Convention on 
Climate Change. To � nd out 
more about SRUC’s research 
around the themes of COP26, 
visit www.sruc.ac.uk/COP26

Rural college gets to grips with climate change

World-leading research at SRUC on practical farming 
systems is directly linked to the COP26 objectives. 

SRUC principal, Professor Wayne Powell. Photo: Chris Watt. 

For more informa� on or to place an 
order please send Farm Gates (UK) Ltd 
a message or call: 
Ronnie Finney 07789 276354
Email:  farm.gates@yahoo.com

MOBILE CATTLE SYSTEM
FROM £2195 + VAT
Crush Gate optional extra £599.00 + VAT.

As standard, our Mobile Cattle System comes with a 
60 feet holding pen and 20 feet race, 1 sliding gate 
and all joining pins/stakes included. Our system will 
safely hold 45 full grown cattle (approx.)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements. Also ideal for TB testing and the 
cattle sliding gate gives full control of the livestock 
from outside the race and stops the race from 
spreading out.

MAIN FEATURES:

• Made from high-tensile steel
All hurdles are 6 railed x 1.75m high 

• A funnel is incorporated into the race-way
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• 20-feet race
• 60-feet holding pen. Includes all joining pins/

stakes
• Total 200-feet of penning

PARTS LIST:
• 10 x 3m (6 railed) cattle hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 1 x sliding gate

MOBILE SHEEP SYSTEM
ON SALE FROM £1695 + VAT 
(RRP from £3400 plus VAT)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements

MAIN FEATURES:
• Made from high-tensile steel
• All hurdles are 8 railed x 970mm high
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• Includes all joining pins/stakes

OPTION 1
20-feet race, 100-feet holding pen
£1950 + VAT
Comes with a 100-feet holding pen and 20-feet 
race, 2 x 2-feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 150 
fully grown sheep (approx)

PARTS LIST:
• 14 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 2 x 2-feet swing gates

OPTION 2
16 foot sheeted race, 2 way shedding gate, 
galvanised gate, race joiner. 100 foot of penning, 
will comfortably hold 200-250 fully grown sheep, 
£2,450 + VAT.
I can sell 10’ wide x 5’ high available in packs of 10.

NATIONWIDE 
DELIVERY 

£100 + VAT ON 
ALL ORDERS OVER 

£1500 PLUS VAT.

ALL EQUIPMENT FULL 
GRANT APPROVED

New concrete wall panels
20 foot long x 4ft high, 

£320 delivered. 
Telephone 07831 115150

All dead and fallen animals uplifted by 
licensed slaughtermen

For up-to-date prices call 
07778 329922

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser



CLASSIFIEDPUBLIC 
NOTICES

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
The applications listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be viewed electronically through 
Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Having 
regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 
2020, documents are only available to inspect electronically at this 
time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by e-mail: 
planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) 
ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
21/01199/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, siting 

of temporary caravan, 
installation of septic tank and 
formation of access

Land South East Of 
Inverneill Farm And 
South Of Talleir Bay 
Cottage, Inverneill, 
Lochilphead,  
Argyll And Bute 

21/01674/PPP Renewal of planning permission 
in principle reference 18/02422/
PPP (Site for the erection of 
dwellinghouse)

Land East Of 
Springbank, Manse 
Brae, Lochgilphead, 
Argyll And Bute

21/01450/PP Change of use from storage and 
distribution (Class 6) to general 
Industrial (Class 5) – retrospective. 
Installation of 1.8 metre high 
boundary fence and gates

Mccheynes Coal 
Merchant, Furnace, 
Inveraray, Argyll 
And Bute, PA32 8XN

21/01675/LIB Fabric repairs to the exterior of the 
building to include; slated roof 
works, stone works, cast iron goods, 
render works, associated timber 
repairs and rot works to roof and 
refurbishment of timber windows

Coriander, 1 Argyll 
Street, Lochgilphead, 
Argyll And Bute, 
PA31 8LZ

21/01672/LIB Installation of replacement roof 
covering from slate to sinusoidal 
aluminium, including installation 
of lead flashings and replacement/
reinstatement of guttering

Taynish Farmhouse 
And Outbuildings, 
Tayvallich, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll 
And Bute, PA31 8PW

21/01512/PPP Site for the erection of 
dwellinghouse

Plot 1 Land South Of 
Shepherds Cottage, 
Ford, Argyll And Bute 

21/01513/PPP Site for the erection of 
dwellinghouse

Plot 2 Land South Of 
Shepherds Cottage, 
Ford, Argyll And Bute 

Written comments can be submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-
applications or to Argyll and Bute Council, Development Management, 
Kilmory Castle, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT within 21 days of this 
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. 
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public 
document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked 
confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all 
applications can be viewed on the Councils website. Customers are 
requested to use electronic communication where possible during the 
coronavirus pandemic as our ability to process postal 
mail is restricted.
To find out more about living and working in Argyll 
& Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Laggan Opportunity 
& Amenity Fund 

(LOAF)
ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING
will be held in
Machrihanish 
Village Hall on

Monday 4th October 
2021 at 7.30pm

All are invited to attend
SCO37331

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING

MID ARGYLL 
COMMUNITY 

ENTERPRISES LTD
(Mid Argyll 

Swimming Pool)
will be held on
Thursday 7th 

October 2021 at 6.00 
pm in Lochgilphead 
Parish Church Hall.

TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION

GARDEN SERVICES

PERSONAL NOTICES

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS

Neil Conley would like to thank 
family and friends for the lovely 
cake, cards and presents I kindly 

received for my 90th birthday, also 
thanks to Carol and sta�  of the 

Fiddlers and to the regulars who left 
a drink behind the bar. Thank you to 
everyone who came to make it such 

a special birthday! It was all very 
much appreciated, kind regards.

DIAMOND 
WEDDING

29th September 1961
Neil and Nannie Ward
Wishing Dad and Mum 

a very happy 60th 
wedding anniversary. 

Enjoy your special 
day!

Lots of Love Pat, Linda 
and all the family xxx 
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WANTED 4X4S 
FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so 
no matter the age or condition we can 

make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes 
and models, engine problems, farm used, 

accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 
FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

TEL: 07789 855381

WANTED ALL 4X4’S 
& COMMERCIAL 

VEHICLES

NEW
CAR 

INDEX S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080     01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080     01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080     01292 880440

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead Highbank Park 
01546 606767/ 606272

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and 
motor homes, campers 
etc, high mileage, MOT 

failures or damp, all 
considered, any make or 

model, will travel. 

Tel: 07537 840381

WANTED

Looking for motorhome 
or caravan.

First time buyers.
Any make or condition 

considered.

Contact William 07730 130284 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Caravanettes and camper vans, all 
makes and models considered. Also 
touring caravans and statics, instant 

decision, same day payment.
Social distancing measures in place.

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

Please call or WhatsApp James on 
07789 138028/ 07487 548703

Email: wanted4x4s@gmail.com

4x4 VEHICLES
Landrover, Toyota, Isuzu, All single and 

double cab pickups. Any age or condition 
considered. Also buying motorhome and 

caravans. Immediate payment and collection

WANTED

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of 4x4’s, 
Landrover Toyota, Nissan etc.
We also buy MOT failures and 

accident damage vehicles.
Anything considered.

WANTED 4X4

T: 07546 788945

All types of 4-wheel drive 
vehicles & pickups, Landrovers, 

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford and 
MOT failures, non-runners, etc.

Will travel and collect.

WANTED

West Coast MOTORS

07836 500403

Any age, size or condition 
considered. One needing some 
repairs of restoration is ideal.

MOTOR CYCLE WANTED
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Tel 07703490572 or email 
balgowan4wd@gmail.com

ask for Robert

WANTED
For immediate cash payment and free 
collection.
All types of of 4x4 vehicles, double cab 
& single cabs pickups. Shogun landrover 
defenders, Isuzu, Landcruiser, Navara, 
L200 Toyota Hilux, Discovery, any vehicle 
considered old or new. Any condition 
running or not. High miles, rotten chassis, 
or over heating top. so any condition.
Price paid without any hassle we also 
buy motorhomes touring caravans and 
commercial vans and trucks.

T: 07885 203020    
Email: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of motor homes 
and caravanettes. Any age 
or condition. We also buy 

water damaged or in need 
of repair. Also all types of 
touring caravans from 95 

onwards. We do not dispose.

WANTED

Tel: 07729 911321

CLASSIC ESTATE LAUNCH 6.7 X 2.21 METRES
Built by McQueen on 
Easdale , in lovely 
condition having recently 
been professionally 
refurbished at a cost of 
£7,000. Kept under cover 
since.

£5,000 ono

Tel: 07729 911321

CLASSIC FLYING FIFTEEN
Former Scottish 
Champion Hobgoblin 255
Re decked and refurbished to a 
high standard. Galvanised easy 
launch trailer
with new suspension units and 
wheels/tyres. Full set of sails.

£800

West Coast MOTORS

07775501658

AUDI A3 2.0 TDI
Mot till Feb 22, 
108k miles
May part 
exchange for 
orkney angling 
boat 

£3995 ono

Tel 07748 038584 (Taynuilt)

ISUZU D-MAX YUKON 2.5 PICKUP
6 speed manual, 56k 
miles, MOT June ‘22.
Reversing camera, 
Truckman Canopy, 
A/T tires, tow pack. 
FSH, air con. etc
Excellent condition, 
ready for work. 

£13,750 + VAT
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URGENT PROOF
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received after the stated deadline. Failure to respond may result in the advert being printed as shown below.

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY:
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Site Charge Hand – Dunbeg 
Development
We’re looking for an experienced charge hand to 
join our on-site team at our Dunbeg Development 
site near Oban.

This position is available for immediate start. 

Hours of work 8am - 5.30pm. 

Call us on 01546 602989. 
Send C.V to jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk

Career opportunities
The Construction Industry’s an exciting place 
to be right now. Come and be a part of an 
amazing award winning team.

CALLING ALL TRADES FOR DUNBEG, 
OBAN & MID ARGYLL
Due to expansion, we are currently looking to 
recruit all trades people, in particular skilled 
workers.

Labourers

Joiners

Bricklayers

What can we offer you?

A competitive salary. Access to training and 
development to further your career with us. 
A workplace where no day is the same and 
you ill get to see and work on projects that are 
helping develop communities across Argyll.

Call us on 01546 602989

Send C.V to jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk

RECRUITMENT

WANTED MOBILE PLANT DUMP TRUCK OPERATORS
With or without an operator license

Not many people in this area have a license to operate 100 tonnes Dump Trucks but 
don’t worry about that... we’ll help you get it! 
The Oban Earth Works company is the main primary production contractor for 
Aggregate Industries at Glensanda quarry, fulfi lling the Load and Haul operations 
producing over 7 million tonnes per year.
We now have an exciting opportunity to recruit new operators.  You will receive 
extensive training to operate 100t rigid Dump Trucks and become part of our highly 
experienced team, consistently delivering demanding production targets.
We are looking for enthusiastic people who relish a challenge in a constantly changing 
environment and gain satisfaction from achieving their daily targets.
And all this while working in Europe's largest Granite producing quarry.
The ideal candidates will have a can do attitude but do not require any previous 
experience in the quarry industry as full training in quarry load and haul and heavy 
mobile plant operations will be given.
So if you want to start or change your career to a varied and challenging industry 
contact Jorge now!
Email: jorgeff @obanearthworks.co.uk
Phone: 01631 568 138 (Between 8.00 - 18.00)

WEST HIGHLAND HOUSING ASSOCIATION
Finance Assistant Trainee

EVH Grade 3 Salary £17,756 – £20,429
The Housing sector is growing and in coming to work with us you’ll get the 
opportunity to grow with us.  Finance professionals are in high demand, 
and you’ll have a bright future. As part of a team of four you will learn 
to carry out a range of finance functions using our modern paperless 
software system.  

You should enjoy working with numbers and be an enthusiastic team 
player. Ideally, you’ll have an eye for detail and an interest in using IT 
to provide a great finance  administration service.  If you like the sound 
of working in a resilient sector with opportunities for learning, career 
development and flexible working whilst making a real difference to the 
wider community then this opportunity could be ideal for you. 

West Highland Housing Association is offering an excellent remuneration 
package which includes 25 days paid leave per year plus 15 public 
holidays and a contributory pension scheme.  The organisation is a gold 
accredited Investor in People.

If you want to find out more, please contact us on 01631 566451 and we 
will be delighted to talk further about our work and our expectations.

Job packs can be downloaded from our website at 
www.westhighlandha.co.uk
We will only consider completed job applications – no CVs. please 
Applications should be received by noon on 6th October 2021.  
Interviews are planned for week beginning 18th October 2021.

SCOTTISH CHARITY IN SCOTLAND NO. SCO17357. REGISTERED SOCIETY UNDER THE CO-OPERATIVE AND 
COMMUNITY BENEFIT SOCIETY   ACT   2014,   NO.1691R(S)   AND   SECTION   4   OF   THE HOUSING   (SCOTLAND)   
ACT   1988   REGISTERED   NO.   HEP163. PROPERTY FACTOR REGISTRATION NUMBER PF000101

01631 566 451 | Freephone 0300 323 1170
mail@westhighlandha.co.uk | www.westhighlandha.co.uk

The luxury issue...
Billionaire islands... Sustainable luxury fashion... 
Phyllida Law... Dream destinations... Decadent 

drams... Grand gardens... Michelin-starred chef 
Miguel Angel Mayor... Extraordinary interiors... 

Stunning Photo Essay...

October

Subscribeand receive a FREE bottle of gin or whisky
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Argyll HomeCare
Mid Argyll area

Home Care Workers – Care at Home
Full, part � me & bank

(assured minimum hours contract or fl exi)
£9.50 per hour plus mileage & pension

Care experience desirable but not essen� al as 
comprehensive training provided, including SVQ

Driving licence essen� al
For further informa� on and an applica� on pack please 

email: info@argyllhomecare.co.uk
telephone 01546 600333 or visit

Facebook: @argyllhomecare
All staff  subject to PVG checks

Crinan Hotel
requires full time 

and part time
Bar and Coffee 

Shop staff
To apply please contact

Frances Ryan
macdonaldart.crinan@

gmail.com
01546 830261 

extension 2
07775835586 

Construction Lecturer
Part-time, Fixed Term to end of school term 2021

£34,170 (pro rata)
Starting immediately this post is to teach 

Skills for Work Construction to school pupils from 
Campbeltown Grammar.

Teaching will be based in the Argyll College Construction 
unit at the Hazelburn Campus on Tuesday and 

Wednesday mornings during term time.
Please see www.argyll.uhi.ac.uk/sta� /vacancies for 

full details and to apply.
Closing Date 3rd October.



Are you looking for permanent employment and like 
working outdoors?  Maybe this is the job for you?
Dawnfresh Farming Ltd is the largest Trout Farming 
Company operating in the UK and we are looking to 
recruit:

 Husbandry Technician – Taynuilt
Husbandry Technician – near Lochgilphead

Husbandry Technician – Lochearnhead
These roles focus upon all aspects of successful trout production.  Previous 
aquaculture experience is desirable but not essential as full training and support will 
be provided.  A full driving licence is essential.
This is a full time position, working a 40 hour week along with weekend cover on a 
rota basis.  You can expect to earn between £23,923 - £28,109 per annum.  Other 
benefi ts include an occupational pension scheme, life insurance and cycle to work 
scheme. There is also the opportunity to undertake a modern apprenticeship in 
Aquaculture.
If you are interested in applying for this position please send your CV, to:-
HR Department, Dawnfresh Seafoods Ltd, Bothwellpark Industrial Estate, 
Uddingston, G71 6LS.  Offi  ce - 01698 810008, E-mail: hr@dawnfresh.co.uk
Closing date:  30 September 2021

Maintenance Manager
Aggregate Industries is a member of the Lafarge Group and a leading supplier 
of traditional and sustainable construction materials to major building and 
construction customers. With nearly 4,000 employees and operations across 
the UK and Northern Europe, we are committed to helping create a better built 
environment. You will lead the site’s Fixed Plant Maintenance department as part 
of the site engineering support team. Facilitate the development and deployment of site maintenance policies 
to ensure compliance with all legislative and corporate requirements. These activities should support the site's 
reliability based culture and the promotion of Glensanda as a world leader in the development of best practice. 
This will incorporate the management of all activities undertaken by the department members and contractors 
in the execution of their duties

Responsibilities:
• Manage all short, medium and long term activities of the Fixed Plant Maintenance department at 

Glensanda.
• Performance manage a small/medium sized team of craftsmen and Team leaders to provide suitable 

levels of support to the site ensuring high standards of demonstrable professional competence
• Manage the development of new reliability driven practices within the Fixed Plant Maintenance department
• Promote and lead safety within the Fixed Plant Maintenance department at Glensanda.
• Develop and implement AI and Glensanda specific Maintenance procedures to fulfil Statutory, Insurance 

and Corporate requirements, incorporating industry best practices.
• Keep abreast of new legislation and Aggregate Industries Codes of Practice governing the 

design,maintenance and operation of equipment used on the Glensanda site and ensure the 
specified Maintenance systems to satisfy these requirements are being conducted on schedule and 
adequate records maintained.

• Troubleshoot major and recurring fixed plant problems on the site to improve equipment operation and 
reduce maintenance costs, working closely with the Production and Electrical department to eliminate 
problem area "root causes".

• Provide early input to and approve the design of projects conducted by the site Project group 
and Contractors; and act as an interface between two groups.

• Implement a balanced maintenance strategy to move emphasis from breakdown maintenance further 
toward Reliability Centred Maintenance using "planned and predictive" techniques.

• Manage Contractors used on site for maintenance work, ensuring they are appropriately qualified, and 
work safely within the site rules and permit to work system.

• Liaise closely with Production, Engineering and Management Teams to set maintenance priorities to align 
with Business requirements.

• Liaise with Production and Engineering Planning to prepare and schedule major maintenance shutdown 
activities (e.g. maintenance shutdowns).

• Schedule and maintain plant and systems through the CMMS system.
• Participate in (and lead where appropriate) Management of change activities concerning Fixed Plant 

equipment.
• Assist with the formulation of training requirements for the Fixed Plant Maintenance department and Team 

leaders, including specific training programs for new equipment.
• Work in conjunction with the Engineering Manager to set allocated budgets.
• Manage projects and maintenance activities within the your area of responsibility to the agreed level
To apply for the above position please send a copy of your CV along with a covering letter to 
paul.kersley@aggregate.com

Closing date: 30th September 2021

VACANCY  
Assistant Freshwater Manager – 
Smolt Unit

LOCATION 
Furnace Smolt Unit, near Inveraray 

CLOSING DATE  
30 September 2021

THE COMPANY
Cooke is a global seafood company with 
operations in North America, Europe, and 
South America. Our company’s success is 
driven by our dynamic, highly skilled, and 
innovative management team, supported 
by dedicated employees who live in coastal 
communities and contribute to the local 
area’s economy and sense of community.

Cooke Aquaculture Scotland is committed 
to responsible and sustainable production 
and the delivery of high-quality 

THE ROLE 
The ideal candidate will have a minimum of 2 years’ experience 
working within a RAS Unit and knowledge of all aspects of Freshwater 
Smolt Production.  Candidates, in conjunction with the Freshwater 
Manager, must be committed to achieving the best results in a 
challenging environment by delivering the highest standard of 
operation. Candidates should be active, self-motivated, mature 
minded individuals with excellent management, team working and 
communication skills. 

THE TERMS
In return for your commitment, hard work and dedication we off er 
excellent terms and conditions, including competitive salary, 
company pension, life insurance, salary sacrifi ce schemes and a 
generous holiday entitlement.

APPLY
If you want to be part of a team, open to fresh ideas, with the 
opportunity to help energise the corporate brand and profi le of one of 
the leading global Seafood Companies, we’d love to hear from you.
If you wish to apply for this vacancy, please visit our website at 
www.cookeaquaculturescotland.com/careers by 30 September 2021. 
Interviews will be held in line with Government's social distancing 
guidelines.
We are an equal opportunities employer.

WEST HIGHLAND HOUSING ASSOCIATION
West Highland Housing Association is a charitable organisation working 
in the Oban and Lorn area.  In part due to an expansion in the number 
of properties under management, we are recruiting for the following staff 
for our office based in Oban (some of our staff are currently working from 
home due to the Coronavirus restrictions).

Customer Lead, EVH Grade 6 Salary £28,766 - £31,448
In this role you will have a pivotal part to play in the provision of high 
levels of customer service through the delivery of the tenant engagement 
strategy and effective supervision of key front-line staff.  This role 
requires excellent verbal and written communication skills and the ability 
to manage conflicting priorities and achieve a high level of customer 
satisfaction through identifying and implementing service improvements.

Housing Assistant, EVH Grade 5 Salary £25,044 - £27,832
You will be part of a team of seven and we would expect our ideal candidate 
to have customer service experience and experience of using IT.  We 
would want you to demonstrate that you have excellent interpersonal 
skills and can communicate effectively with people on the phone, face to 
face and via email.  We are looking for someone who understands high 
quality customer service and wants to improve services for our tenants 
and owners.

Repairs Assistant (2 posts), EVH Grade 4 Salary £21,323 – £24,112
Be an advocate for the customer through the delivery of a professional, 
friendly reactive repairs service as the primary customer contact. 
You will undertake repairs diagnostics, log repairs, schedule repairs 
appointments, complete customer surveys and issue work to the 
Association’s contractors. The post requires you to work collaboratively 
and be supportive of colleagues across the organisation. 

In return West Highland Housing Association is offering an excellent 
remuneration package which includes 25 days paid leave per year plus 
15 public holidays and a contributory pension scheme.  The organisation 
is a gold accredited Investors in People organisation and is committed to 
developing its staff team.

If you want to speak to us about  any of these posts, please contact us 
on 01631 566451 and we will be delighted to talk further about our work 
and our expectations.

A job pack can be downloaded from our website at 
www.westhighlandha.co.uk

We will only consider completed job applications – no CVs. please   

Applications should be received by noon on 6th October 2021.  
Interviews are planned for week beginning 18th October 2021.

SCOTTISH CHARITY IN SCOTLAND NO. SCO17357. REGISTERED SOCIETY UNDER THE CO-OPERATIVE AND 
COMMUNITY BENEFIT SOCIETY   ACT   2014,   NO.1691R(S)   AND   SECTION   4   OF   THE HOUSING   (SCOTLAND)   
ACT   1988   REGISTERED   NO.   HEP163. PROPERTY FACTOR REGISTRATION NUMBER PF000101

01631 566 451 | Freephone 0300 323 1170
mail@westhighlandha.co.uk | www.westhighlandha.co.uk
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CAMPBELTOWN 
FREE CHURCH

George Street, 
Campbeltown

Sunday 26th September
11.15am Worship Service
Rev Andrew MacLeod
11.15am Sunday School

7.30pm Sunday Fellowship 
(by Zoom)

Wednesday 29th September
12 noon Prayer and Bible 

Study
All welcome

www.campbeltownfree-
church.co.uk

Scottish Charity Number: 
SC046745

SCOTTISH 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Christ Church,
Lochgilphead
Sunday 11am

Holy Eucharist
St Columba, Poltalloch
9am Holy Communion
1st Sunday of the month

6pm Evensong
3rd Sunday of the month

(SCO13787, 31391)

CAMPBELTOWN
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH

A warm welcome 
awaits you

in the Kirk Street Hall at 
11:00 am

Baptist Church
Pastor Mark Jasper 

01586 554 092 
pastor@campbeltowncom-

munitychurch.co.uk 
www.campbeltowncommu-

nitychurch.co.uk
www.facebook.com/

campbeltowncommuni-
tychurch
SC043322

LORNE & LOWLAND 
PARISH CHURCH
Sunday 26th September

Morning Worship
11. 15am

Rev P Wallace
Covid 19 Guidelines apply

Everyone Welcome
Sunday 3rd October

Harvest Thanksgiving 
Service

SKIPNESS LINKED 
WITH TARBERT 
LOCHFYNE AND 

KILBERRY CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

There will be a weekly 
service at Skipness 10am and 

Tarbert 11.30am - 
Rev Lyn Peden

Please wear a face covering 
and stay 2 metres apart for 

the services
Contact Rev. Lyn Peden 

01880 820158 for pastoral care
Charity number Tarbert 

SC002622 Skipness 
SC004280

CHURCH NOTICES 
SPRINGBANK 

EVANGELICAL 
CHURCH

For where two or three come 
together in my name, there 

am I with them. — Matthew 
18:20

Join us for our Service in the 
church

on Sunday, 26th September 
2021 at 11am

If you cannot make it in 
person, you can still join us 

online. To join the Zoom 
service, send your email 

address to offi  cespringbank-
church@gmail.com and you 
will be sent a link to join us 

on Sunday via Zoom.
Covid restrictions will apply 
in the building as required by 

the Scottish Government
www.springbankchurch.

org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/

springbankchurch
offi  cespringbankchurch@

gmail.co.uk
Contact phone number 01586 

551237 - Church Secretary

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

South Kintyre Team 
Ministry

Sunday services
10 am Saddell and 
Carradale Church 

SC002609
10 am Highland Church, 
Campbeltown SC002493

11.30am Southend Church 
SC005484

Covid 19 restrictions apply
Ministers

Revd Steve Filcher
Revd Christine Fulcher

01586 830504
www.kintyreparishes.org.uk

SALVATION ARMY

Sunday 26th September 
2021

11am Worship Service
11am Army Kidz

6.30pm Evening Service
Wednesdays

12pm Lunch club
7pm Make & Munch Craft 

Group
Covid 19 measures in place

If we can be of any
assistance to anyone

during this time please
call us on 01586 552046

Major Ruth Russell
Scottish Charity Number

SCO09359

ST. MARGARET’S 
RC CHURCH

Lochgilphead
Holy Mass Sunday 10AM

ALL SAINTS 
INVERARAY

Holy Mass Sunday 12.30pm
Fr Henry Nkob
01546602380
All Welcome

ST. KIERAN’S, 
ST. JOHN STREET, 
CAMPBELTOWN

01586 552160
campbeltown@rcdai.org.uk

Worship:
Saturday (Vigil Mass), 

6.00pm
Sundays, Holy Mass, 10am
Most liturgies live streamed.
https://www.facebook.com/

campbeltownrcchurch
A Parish of the R.C. Diocese 

of Argyll and the Isles; 
Charitable Trust, a registered 
Scottish Charity, SC002876
Parish Priest: Fr. A. Wood

ARDRISHAIG AND 
SOUTH KNAPDALE 

PARISHES
 “Worship the Lord

in the Beauty of Holiness”
Services in

Achahoish at 9:45am
and

Ardrishaig at 11:00am

LOCHGILPHEAD 
PARISH CHURCH

Sunday 26th September 
2021

11.15 am
WORSHIP SERVICE

Jim Malcolm
Covid restrictions will apply
including social distancing.

More info at
www.lpchurch.co.uk

Lochgilphead Parish Church
of Scotland - SC016311

GLASSARY, 
KILMARTIN AND 

FORD PARISH 
CHURCH
Barr Mhor
Kilmartin

Sunday 26th September
11am

Rev Stanley Hood
All very welcome

Please remember to wear a
Mask

NORTH KNAPDALE 
PARISH CHURCH

charity number SC001002
Sunday 26 September

Tayvallich Church
10am Morning Worship

Mr Jim Malcolm
Booking required
Tel 01546 870635

Covid restrictions apply
Further information can 
be found on the church

website
www.northknapdale.org

WESTLOCHFYNESIDE 
CHURCHES

(Cumlodden, Inveraray 
and Lochgair)

Sunday 26th September 
2021

There will be a National 
Giving service

In Cumlodden church at 
10.00am

led by Rev. Dorothy Wallace
There will also be a National 

Giving service
In Inveraray Church at 

11.30am
led by Rev. Dorothy Wallace
Masks must be worn when

attending either church.
Charity No: SCO16665

DIAMOND WEDDING 
WAUGH – WILLIAMS 
– On September 30, 1961 
at St. Aidan’s Church, 
Billingham, County 
Durham, Enid to Tony. 
Present address, � e 
Cottage, Muasdale.

DEATHS
BLACK - Cupar, Fife. 
Mary (née MacCallum) 
at Northeden House, 
Cupar, on � ursday, 
September 16, 2021, in her 
98th year. Beloved wife of 
the late Archibald Black 
(Lochgilphead). Dearest 
mum of Rosemary, Jean 
and the late Elizabeth 
and adored Grandma 
to James, Morven, Katie 
and Sophie. Much loved 
mum-in-law to Archie and 
Robin. Funeral service in 
Kirkcaldy Crematorium 
on Saturday, October 
9 at 11am, to which all 
family and friends are 
respectfully invited.
DOTT - Peacefully 
at home, 3d Hillside 
Road, Campbeltown, 
on September 16, 2021, 
Robert George Dott 
(Robbie) in his 61st year, 
dearly beloved husband of 
Grace, much loved dad of 
Scott, Nicola, Robert and 
William, loving granda 
of Robbie, Emma, Rio, 
Rachel, Matthew, Harper 
and William and a much 
loved brother of Cathie 
and the late Emma.
MCLEAN - Peacefully 
at Ardfenaig Residential 
Home, Ardrishaig on 
September 21, 2021, 
Margaret McLean, in her 
82nd year, of 17 Highbank 
Park, Lochgilphead. 
Beloved wife of Eddie 
McLean, former 
Gamekeeper at Ederline 
Estate, Ford. Dearly loved 
sister-in-law of Jennifer 
and Ricky, much loved 

Aunt of Alison and Mark. 
A dear neighbour and 
good friend to many. 
Funeral service will be 
held in Lochgilphead 
Parish Church on 
Tuesday, September 
28, 2021, at noon, 
therea� er to Achnabreac 
Cemetery. Donations, 
in memory of Margaret, 
can be made to direct to 
Ardfenaig Residential 
Home Comfort Fund or 
via Donald MacDonald 
Funeral Directors.
MCCALLUM - Suddenly 
at the Queen Elizabeth 
University Hospital, 
Glasgow, on September 
19, 2021, with his family 
by his side, Neil McArthur 
McCallum, in his 87th 
year, 1b Davaar Avenue, 
Campbeltown, dearly 
beloved husband of 
Patricia MacIntyre, much 
loved dad of Maree and 
Morna, loving grandad 
of Leyona and Keira, 
great-grandad to Fallon 
and Fynn and a loving 
uncle. Neil’s funeral 
will take place in the 
Highland Parish Church 
on Saturday, September 
25 at 11.00 a.m. � erea� er 
to Kilkerran Cemetery. 
� e cortege will leave the 
Church at 11.30 am. We 
will travel along Argyll 
Street, Longrow, High 
Street, George Street 
along the Esplanade and 
past the Cross on our way 
to Kilkerran Cemetery. 
Anyone is welcome to 
attend the service in the 
church, alternatively you 
may pay your last respects 
to Neil along our route.
MCNEILL - Suddenly 
but peacefully at home, 
Creamery Cottage, Isle 
of Gigha, on September 
16, 2021, Flora Muir 
MacDonald, in her 81st 
year, much loved mum of 
Iain and Yvonne, loving 

granny of Lorraine, 
Hannah, Victoria, Melanie 
and Iona great-granny of 
Allana, Alexander, Sean, 
Archie, Angus, Miylah 
and Lewis Iain and a loving 
sister and aunt. Flora’s 
funeral will take place in 
Gigha and Cara Parish 
Church (today) Friday, 
September 24 at 1.00 
p.m. � erea� er to Gigha 
Cemetery. � e cortège 
will leave the Church at 
1.30 p.m., travelling to 
Gigha Cemetery. Anyone 
is welcome to attend the 
service in the church, 
alternatively you may pay 
your last respects to Flora 
along our route. Family 
� owers only please. A 
retiral collection will be 
held in aid of Macmillan 
Nurses, Kintyre Locality.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
BOWE - � e family of the 
late Ronald (Ron) Bowe 
would like to warmly 
thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for their 
many kind gestures of 
condolence in recent days, 
following the sad loss of 
Ron. Grateful thanks to 
the medical sta�  on Ward 
23 at the Royal Alexandra 
Hospital, Paisley for his 
care. Our thanks are 
also extended to the Rev. 
David Carruthers for 
his comforting service, 
to Donald MacDonald 
Funeral Directors, 
Lochgilphead, for 
their valuable support 
throughout, and to sta�  
at Cairnbaan Hotel for 
hosting the purvey. Ron 
was much loved and will 
be missed by many.
BRODERICK - Fiona and 
family would like to thank 
all friends, neighbours 
and work colleagues for 
the many kind expressions 
of sympathy received 
following their recent sad 

loss. Special thanks to the 
Mid Argyll ECCT Team, 
Christine Brown and 
Lorna Scott for their care 
and attention given to 
Michael over the last few 
months. Grateful thanks 
are extended to Belinda 
Braithwaite for a personal 
and upli� ing tribute at 
Cardross Crematorium; 
to Donald MacDonald 
Funeral Directors for 
professional services and 
to Morna for the beautiful 
� oral tributes. Our thanks 
to all who attended at the 
service and also those 
who paid their respects as 
the funeral cortège passed 
through Lochgilphead. 
� e retiral collection 
raised £600 for � e 
Golden Jubilee Transplant 
Unit. Michael’s smile will 
live on.
MCKILLOP - HEATHER 
- Johnny, Steven and their 
families extend their 
sincere thanks for the 
many kind expressions of 
sympathy received, along 
with the cards, phone 
calls, messages and visits 
following the sudden 
passing of their beloved 
Mum, Heather. Special 
thanks to Rev. Dorothy 
Wallace for an upli� ing 
and personal service; 
to Donald MacDonald 
Funeral Directors for 
caring and digni� ed 
services; to � e Inveraray 
Inn for excellent purvey 
and to Morna for the 
lovely � oral tributes. Our 
thanks also to all who 
paid their respects as the 
funeral cortège made 
its way to Glen Shira 
Cemetery and those in 
attendance at the church 
service and cemetery, 
where your support was 
greatly appreciated by us 
all. � e retiral collection 
raised £560 for Inveraray 
Parish Church Funds.
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Last weekend at Glenralloch 
members and guests gathered 
for the Archie Miller Cup - a 
breast cancer fundraiser which 
saw 30 players take part.

� ere were several husband 
and wife teams taking part 
although some divorces are 
possible a� er the 18 holes at 
Tarbert Golf Club.

� e course, as always, was in 
superb condition. � e weather 
turned out better than ex-
pected and the golf was pretty 
decent as well.

� e winners were 
Stuart McAlister and Vez 
Wyroslawski with 40 points. 
In second place were Peter 
McLean snr and Jamie Stuart 
on 39, with Joanne and 
Douglas Kerr third on 37.

� e real winner was Breast 
Cancer Awareness, with a 
healthy £600 sum raised 
from donations and ra�  e 
contributions.

It was a terri� c e� ort from 
everyone involved.

On Sunday September 19 the 
ladies met for the September 
Stableford, with Rona Young 
keeping up her sparkling form 
to take � rst place on 42 points, 
with Joanne Kerr and Helen 
Samborek next scoring 37 
points each.

On Saturday September 
25 there is a gents medal 
and on Sunday the junior 
members compete for various 
events, including the club 
championship. 

All players are invited to 
show their support.

Tarbert Gun Club held a highly successful clay 
target shoot on Sunday September 19 - but it will 
likely be the last held at Barmore.

A� er 35 years at the site, the club is looking for 
a new home a� er the Barmore property was put 
up for sale.

� e weather was kind and a big entry of shoot-
ers enjoyed a � nal day of shooting at Barmore.

Posting on the club’s Facebook page, member 
Norman MacDonald said: ‘It was a cracking 
day; the shoot ran well with no problems 
or breakdowns. Well done Brian, Roy, Billy, 
Malcolm and the wonderful chef in the kitchen.

‘� e weather was great and everyone enjoyed 

the shoot. And Bobby [McColl] would have 
been proud to see so many turn up to support 
the � nal shoot at Barmore.’

Dave Ward added: ‘Great day, thank you 
everyone, now looking forward to a new ground 
and a new era for the club.’

And there was a message of support from 
Arrochar, as Alister McCready wrote: ‘Sad day. 
Hopefully you will get something sorted soon. 
All the best from Arrochar Clay Target Club.’

Scotsmen Paul MacKinnon 
and Paul Beaton will lead a 
capacity, 150-strong Beatson’s 
Building Supplies Mull 
Rally entry away from the 
Tobermory start on Friday, 
October 8.

Islander MacKinnon will be 
chasing a fourth Mull win and 
an astonishing 15th for the 
MacKinnon family, following 
his father Neil’s 11 victories 
scored between 1980 and 2007. 
He starts from car one courte-
sy of his success last time the 
ultra-popular Hebridean event 
ran in 2019.

Paul said: ‘It’s been a long 
two years since the last rally.

‘It’s nice to be starting at 
number one, but the big thing 
is just to have the event back.

‘� is rally means so much 
to us – it’s brings signi� cant 
investment and it brings a real 
buzz about the place. You can 
feel that atmosphere building 
now. As usual, the entries are 
looking really strong and I’m 
sure it’s going to be a great 
event.’

Similarly, Daniel Harper, 
who � nished second last time 
out starts second on the road 
behind MacKinnon. � e 2002 
winner deploys his usual 
ex-works Mini JCW WRC in 
pursuit of one step higher on 
the podium for the October 
8-10 event.

� e Mini man � nds himself 
as the meat in a Mull sandwich, 
with John MacCrone at three. 
John has yet to reveal whether 
the Ford he has entered will be 
a Rally2-speci� cation car sim-
ilar to the one he used to win 

the 2016 event or a Blue Opal 
driven entirely from the rear.

A� er a top three packed with 
faces entirely familiar to the 
Beatson’s Building Supplies 
Mull Rally hardcore, there’s 
the � rst of the British Rally 
Championship crews. In an 
exciting development – and 
for the � rst time in the event’s 
52-year history – the switch-
back lanes on the isle of Mull 
provide a scoring round of 
Britain’s premier rally series.

Double British Rally 
Champion Matt Edwards is 

� rst up, with his Volkswagen 
Polo GTI R5 wearing fours 
on the doors. His fellow 
Welshman Osian Pryce 
follows in another Polo with 
series leader ahead of this 
weekend’s Trackrod Rally 
Yorkshire Rhys Yates in his 
Ford Fiesta Rally2.

Tobermory’s Lewis 
Gallagher starts at seven in a 
Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX with 
one of the highlights of 2019 
rolling over the ramp at num-
ber eight: David Bogie and 
his Millington-engined Ford 
Escort. David Wright (Ford 
Fiesta R5) and Salen’s former 
winner James MacGillivray 
(Ford Escort RS) round out a 
stellar top 10.

Beatson’s Building Supplies 
Mull Rally clerk of the course 
Andy Jardine said: ‘When the 
entries closed and we looked 
at the quality and the quantity 

it was quite overwhelming – 
the response to the Beatson’s 
Building Supplies Mull Rally 
is, once again, magni� cent and 
we are, as ever, hugely grateful 
to the crews for voting with 
their feet in such incredible 
numbers.

‘As well as that, as the event 
nears, we’re seeing the excep-
tional volunteer force start to 
build now. � ese are the real 
heroes of this rally, the ones 
we simply couldn’t function 
without.

‘Much as we need the entries, 
we need the marshals, the 
safety crews, the timing crews, 
we need them all and it’s a 
massive relief to see the energy 
and enthusiasm for coming 
back through the Highlands 
to the islands in the autumn 
hasn’t dimmed one bit.’

� is year’s event includes 
148 competitive miles across 
17 stages split into three legs. 
Starting out of Tobermory at 
7.30pm on Friday October 8, 
the crews go straight into the 
� rst of � ve stages.

Paul MacKinnon was in 
stunning form with co-driver 
Paul Beaton at the 2019 Mull 
Rally.

Charity 
winner 
in Archie 
Miller 
Cup

Final shoot held at Barmore

The � nal shoot to be held at Barmore has 
been hailed as a great success. Photograph: Archie 

MacGilp. 

MacKinnon tops mega 
Mull Rally entries

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Est. 1978Funeral Directors
& Monumental Suppliers

T.A.Blair LtdT.A.Blair Ltd
Funeral Directors

& Monumental Suppliers

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
Funerals carried out in Campbeltown, 

Kintyre and throughout the UK
For personal attention assured at all times
Telephone Alasdair, Kenneth or Rhys

(01586) 552918 or Mobile 07810 443473
blairfunerals@btinternet.com

Agents for � nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser

www.facebook.com/
campbeltowncourier
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Rugby returned to Mid Argyll 
when the Argyll and Bute 
Dalriada festivals re-started 
following a lengthy postpone-
ment due to the pandemic.

It was perfect weather on 
Saturday September 18 for 
rugby and there was a great 
turnout at the Ropework Park 
in Lochgilphead with mini 
rugby players visiting from 
Oban Lorne, Etive Vikings 
and Kintyre RFC to take on 
Mid Argyll.

With Covid safety protocols 
in place, the teams played a 
round-robin format of games 
in P4/5 and P6/7 age groups.

Each team played three 
games and considering it was 
the � rst time they had played 
competitive rugby in more 
than 18 months all the coaches 
were delighted with the stand-
ard of rugby on display.

� e Mid Argyll teams played 
Etive Vikings in their respec-

tive � rst games. � e P6/7 team 
drew six tries-all and the P4-5 
team won by six tries to four.

Next they played Kintyre 
with the P6/7s losing by � ve 
tries to two and the P4/5s win-
ning again four tries to three.

� e last game for both teams 
came against Oban and this 
time the P6/7 team won by 

three tries to one and the 
superb P4/5 team won by � ve 
tries to three to complete a 
clean sweep on the day.

Lee Buckley of Mid Argyll 
RFC said: ‘� e coaches at Mid 
Argyll would like to thank 
two under-18 players, Donald 
Self and William Wilson, who 
came along on the day and 

refereed all the games. I think 
the boys were surprised by 
the quality of the rugby and 
the speed of some of the mini 
players, as they tried to keep 
up with them.’

During the day Argyll and 
Bute rugby development 
o�  cer Andrew Johnston took 
all the girl players aside to 
record a good luck message for 
the Scotland women’s national 
team who took on Spain the 
following day in a crucial 
world cup qualifying match.

� e message must have done 
the trick as Scotland ran out 27 
- 22 victors to keep their world 
cup dream alive.

If any young people would 
like to play rugby, either as a 
returning player or a complete 

novice, training sessions for 
all primary age children and 
S1-4 high school girls is at 
4pm on Tuesdays on the rugby 
pitch at the joint campus in 
Lochgilphead.

High school training for 
S1-6 boys and girls is held on 
� ursdays at 4pm at the joint 
campus.

For any returning ex-players 
or novice adults, men and 
women who want to give rug-
by a try for the � rst time, have 
a look on Mid Argyll Rugby 
Club’s Facebook page for 
details of when the ‘old-timers’ 
touch rugby sessions are being 
held.

� is week’s Dalriada festival 
on September 25 is being 
hosted by Oban Lorne RFC. 

Players should arrive at Oban 
Rugby Club no later than 
11.30am for a noon start.

A feast of junior rugby at 
festival in Lochgilphead

Mid Argyll P4/5 team.

Action from the P4/5 match between Mid Argyll 
and Etive Vikings, which Mid Argyll won by six 
tries to four. 

Mid 
Argyll 
P6/7 
team.

The girls had a great day - and even recorded a good luck message for the Scotland women’s 
national team. 

Donald and William refereed 
the games. 

Be a part of this year’s 
SCOTTISH FIELD WHISKY AWARDS

29 October 2021   •   7pm arrival   •   Dress code: Smart casual
to purchase tickets visit:

beautifultickets.com/events/scottish-fi eld-whisky-awards-21st-anniversary
*You must be 18 or over to attend the event.
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