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Ross Munro, above, was justly proud of his painted 
stone at Furnace village’s End of Summer Bash. 
This was just one of many activities that took place 
on a variety of stalls during the day of events which 
helped to raise funds  for the on-going refurbishment 
of the village hall.
Turn to page two for more on the event.

Work remains to stamp out 
bullying behaviour a� ecting 
Argyll and Bute health and 
social care employees, a survey 
has revealed.

A widespread culture of sta�  
bullying was revealed in a 2019 
report into NHS Highland by 
John Sturrock QC.

As the Sturrock inquiry had  
focused on the northern part 
of the health board, a 2020 
NHS Highland-commissioned 
sta�  survey was carried out in 
Argyll and Bute and showed 
68 per cent of respondents said 
they had experienced bullying 
and harassment.

In total, 446 (29 per cent) of 
1,540 NHS sta�  at Argyll and 
Bute Health and Social Care 
Partnership, plus 62 former 
employees, responded.

As a result, a number of 
measures were introduced, 
and in August 2021 the results 
of the � rst Listening and 
Learning sta�  survey were re-
leased. Of 10,438 survey forms 
issued, 4,234 NHS and council 

sta�  – 39 per cent – took part.
A health board press release 

accompanying the results said 
the survey showed the organi-
sation was ‘moving in the right 
direction’.

� e responses revealed teams 
knew what they were doing 
and did it well, supporting 
each other and looking a� er 
each others’ wellbeing. � ere 
was a sense of positive change 
under way.

But other survey comments 
suggested more needed to be 
done to increase sta�  under-
standing of the HSCP’s vision 
and priorities and to involve 
sta�  in decision-making.

Two questions on bullying 
and harassment were included. 
Responses showed experiences 
of bullying and harassment 
had reduced, but 56 employees 
said it was still happening.

Argyll and Bute HSCP Chief 
O�  cer Fiona Davies said: ‘We 
want everyone working at the 
HSCP to feel listened to and to 
know that their feedback will 
be acted on. It is encouraging 
to hear that teams are so sup-
portive of each other and that 

instances of bullying are de-
creasing and are the exception.

‘We are clear that bullying 
and harassment will not be 
tolerated in the HSCP.

‘We still need to learn from 
those areas where engagement 
is high and apply that learn-
ing where teams are feeling 
disengaged.

‘We will continue to do all we 
can to explain our priorities, 
strategy and structure, and 
to support new ways for our 
people to meet and interact 
with senior leaders.’

Trade unions, including 
UNISON, are working with 
the HSCP and NHS Highland 
to address sta�  behaviour and 
bullying.

Dawn MacDonald, UNISON 
branch secretary for NHS 
Highland healthcare branch, 
said that communication of 
progress being made on these 
issues had been ‘insu�  cient’. 

She continued: ‘We need 
tangible actions to come from 
these work streams as quickly 
as possible, then need to 
implement these actions, so 
they can reach frontline sta�  

and stop sta�  being bullied. 
Overall the process is taking 
too long.

‘Issues remain and we must 
see much more meaningful 
progress swi� ly. UNISON will 
continue to push for this on 
behalf of our members.’

A former mental health nurse 
and long-term advocate of an 
independent probe into HSCP 
bullying, Councillor Dougie 
Philand said his real concern 
was that 38 per cent of sta�  
reported they had experienced 
bullying and harassment, and 
15 per cent of those said it was 
still happening.

Writing to NHS Highland 
chief executive Pam Dudek, he 
said: ‘What alarms me is, with 
a total response rate of 39 per 
cent, one does not need to be 
a mathematician to work out 
that potentially there is still a 
massive problem within the 
organisation.

‘I have always asked for an 
independent QC investiga-
tion into the bullying and 
harassment within Argyll and 
Bute and believe these � gures 
substantiate this.’

Action still needed 
on staff bullying

by Colin Cameron
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Furnace comes together 
for End of Summer Bash
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Lochgilphead Mary’s Meals volunteers, in the charity’s � rst 
shop, during the 2019 Backpack Project, from left: Margaret 
Walker, Eleanor McKenzie and Flora Currie.

Furnace village was a riot of 
colour last Saturday as resi-
dents and visitors donned their 
brightest clothes to celebrate 
the End of Summer Bash.

Happily, the rain held o�  
as more than 100 people 
turned out to enjoy a wide 
variety of stalls, activities and 
refreshments.

Karen Baird, chairwoman of 
the Furnace charity commit-
tee, which organised the event, 
said: ‘It was a great event and, 
as always, Furnace turned out 
in force.

‘We were particularly pleased 
that there were so many stall 
holders from all over Argyll, 
o� ering such a variety of 
goods, from cakes and hand-
made cards to jigsaws and dog 
treats and cosmetics.

‘It would be good to see them 
all back again for our planned 
indoor markets.

‘To date we have raised over 
£600 for the charity which will 
help towards the refurbish-
ment work on the village hall 
which is currently under way.’

One of the activities most 

popular with children and 
adults alike was stone painting, 
but outdoor bingo proved a hit 
too as the school carpark was 
taken over for a fun session.

More activities are planned 
for October when the newly 

An Argyll-based global charity 
has this week announced that 
it has supported more than two 
million children.

Mary’s Meals was founded 
by Argyll � sh farmer Magnus 
MacFarlane-Barrow in 2002 
to provide food in schools in 
some of the poorest countries. 

� e � rst shop the charity 
opened was in Lochgilphead 
and it now has seven outlets 
across Scotland and has 
provided meals to 2,058,099 
children.

� e success of the Argyll 
Street venue saw Mary's Meals 
expand into the neighbouring 
shop in  October 2019.

� e two million milestone 
was celebrated on Wednesday 
September 8 in the remote 
desert region of Turkana, 
Kenya where communities 
serve much-needed meals to 

Failure to stop 
On Friday September 3 at 
about 12.30pm, a vehicle was 
reported for colliding with 
another car at Colchester 
Square, Lochgilphead, before 
leaving without exchanging 
details. An investigation by 
police has located the car and 
driver. Enquiries continue.

Driver fails to stop 
for police
On Thursday September 
2 at about 11.30pm on 
Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, a 
38-year-old man was driving 
a car when police attempted 
to stop the vehicle. The 
driver failed to stop when 

requested before driving 
dangerously and crashing 
the vehicle into a wall. He 
was arrested and charged 
with drink driving, dangerous 
driving and failing to stop for 
the police. A report has been 
submitted to the procurator 
� scal.

Racial harassment
On Wednesday September 
1 at Tower View, Inveraray, 
a report was made to police 
of a man acting in a racially 
abusive manner towards a 
woman. 

Subsequently police have 
identi� ed and charged a 
57-year-old man with racially 
aggravated harassment. A 
report has been submitted to 
the procurator � scal.

Landslip mitigation measures 
costing £3.5 million began at 
the Rest and be � ankful this 
week and are expected to take 
nine months to complete.

� e latest phase of the A83 
project will see the construc-
tion of another catch-pit next 
to the trunk road, at the foot 
of the steep-sided channel 
formed by the major landslides 
in August and September 
last year. � e new concrete 
catch-pit is designed to capture 
landslip debris material and 
prevent it from reaching the 
road.

� e timescale for its comple-
tion will be subject to weather 
and hillside conditions and 
temporary tra�  c lights will be 
in place on the A83 throughout 
the construction period.

� is project follows the � � h 
phase of catch-pit mitigation 
that was completed next to the 
A83 in August.

Once constructed, this pit 
will provide another 1,600 
tonnes of debris storage capac-
ity, bringing the total volume 
protection of the catch-pits to 
approximately 21,600 tonnes.

Transport Minister Graeme 
Dey said: ‘Improving the 
resilience of the A83 Rest and 
be � ankful is one of our top 
priorities, so I welcome the 
start of construction of this 
sixth catch-pit.

‘We appreciate that the 
timescale to develop an alter-
native route is frustrating for 
the local community, but we 
will look to bring forward the 
programme where we can.

‘� e Scottish government 
remains committed to ensur-
ing continuity of access to the 
Argyll and Bute Region.’

Eddie Ross, BEAR Scotland’s 
North West Representative 
said: ‘Construction of the 
new catch-pit is a complex 
operation given the nature 
of the area within which it is 
to be built, and we will have 
geotechnical specialists on site 
daily to monitor the works as 
they progress over the coming 
months.’

He added road-users should 
plan their journeys in ad-
vance by checking the Tra�  c 
Scotland website for up-to-
date travel information and 
thanked the local communities 
for their continued patience.

Furnace turns out in force 
for summer celebration

Eryn Ross selects her colours 
for stone painting.

Two million 
children fed

children attending early child-
hood development centres.

Magnus said on Wednesday: 
‘Today we celebrate an amaz-
ing moment in the Mary’s 
Meals story. Today, two mil-
lion children ate Mary’s Meals 
in a place of education.

‘When we set out on this 
path we were overwhelmed by 
people’s goodness in donating 
– and that’s been the story ever 
since.

‘I thank you with all my 
heart on behalf of each of those 
children, for every bit of hard 
work, for every gi�  given, for 
all those unique things each 
person brings to this enormous 
Mary’s Meals’ table. 

‘� ank you, and please let’s 
keep going forward. For every 
one of those children that ate 

today, many more are still 
waiting for Mary’s Meals to 
come to their school, so we go 
on. But this happy day shows 
us that this vision of ours is 
possible.’

Mary’s Meals not only feeds 
children attending schools in 
Africa, but also brings daily 
meals to children in non-for-
mal education centres in 
India, the sons and daughters 
of vulnerable migrant workers 
in � ailand, young people 
engaging in education while 
awaiting trial in prisons in 
Niger and Madagascar, chil-
dren a� ected by the ongoing 
con� ict in Syria – through 
feeding programmes in 
Aleppo and neighbouring 
Lebanon and many thousands 
of young learners in Haiti.

Mary’s Meals charity announces milestone

POLICE FILES

New 
protective 
work on 
the Rest to 
take nine 
months
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With cases of Covid infec-
tion rising to more than 800 
per 100,000 in Argyll and 
Bute, plans for the return of 
some large-scale events are 
being put on hold.

An estimated one in 66 
residents of Argyll and Bute 
have the virus, with 703 
con�rmed cases recorded in 
the week up to September 6.

�is has led organisers 
to cancel Tarbert Music 
Festival, scheduled for 
September 17.

But a gig coinciding with 
the weekend’s events will go 
ahead.

A spokesperson for the 
festival said: ‘It is with the 
heaviest of hearts that we are 
having to cancel this year’s 
music festival. �is is not 
the decision we wanted to 
take, however, with rising 
Covid case numbers across 
Scotland we do not feel that 
having an event at this time 
is a responsible thing to do.

‘�e health of everyone in 
the village has been at the 
heart of our decision and 
while we were all looking 
forward to getting together 
to listen to some great music, 
and doing that Tarbert does 
best, unfortunately this isn’t 
the right time.’

Organisers hope next year’s 
Tarbert Music Festival will 

be bigger and better and 
thanked everybody involved 
for their support and 
understanding.

A separate event scheduled 
for the festival weekend is 
still going ahead, following 
an announcement by 
organiser West Kintyre 
Promotions.

�e popular and entertain-
ing Hebridean band Peat and 
Diesel are due to play a sold-
out show in Tarbert Hall.

A spokesperson said: ‘We 
are still planning to go ahead 
with the Peat and Diesel 
show on September 17. 

‘With much bigger gigs 
and festivals going on up 
and down the country we 
are con�dent we can get the 
show on.’

A £3million Scottish Water 
improvement project to 
upgrade the water network 
in Bowmore, Islay has been 
hailed as much needed, writes 
Fiona Ross.

Work is due to get under 
way on Monday October 11 to 
replace almost four miles of 
water main on streets across 
the town to help prevent bursts 
on the network.

Kintyre and the Islands 
councillor Alastair Redman, 
who lives on Islay, said: ‘�is   
is very welcome news indeed 
and is long overdue.

‘My constituents in 
Bowmore have been saying to 
me for some time that their 
water network was in need 
of upgrading. �ese works 
alongside improvements to 
pavements and roads in the 
area which will take place a�er 
Scottish Water has done tits 
work will send a clear message 
that our island's infrastructure 
is future-proofed for growth.’

Bowmore residents   and 
visitors planning to travel to 
the island can access infor-
mation about the project via 
the Bowmore water mains 

improvement project page on 
Scottish Water’s website.

�ey can meet the project 
team virtually, watch video �y-
throughs showing the project 
scope and ask any questions 
about the work.

�e infrastructure replace-
ment will be delivered in phas-
es by McFadyens Contractors 
(Campbeltown) Ltd and is 
expected to take around 18 
months to complete, with 
tra�c management measures 
in place at various times and 
locations.

Scottish Water’s corporate 

a�airs manager for the west 
Georgina Reid said: ‘Some of 
the water mains serving our 
customers in Bowmore are 
over 100 years old now and 
there have been a number of 
bursts on the network.

‘�is major upgrade work is 
vital to add resilience to the 
water network for the future 
and help reduce the chance of 
pipes bursting.

‘We would like to thank our 
customers and visitors to Islay 
for their patience while we 
deliver this important water 
main improvement project.’

Scotland’s parliament 
must address the 
repeated landslides 
and closures that 
continue to plague 
the A83, according 
to an MSP for the 
area.

Highlands and Islands 
MSP Donald Cameron, 
pictured, has called for a par-
liamentary debate on the next 
steps for the A83 Rest and Be 
�ankful and the plans to de-
liver a permanent, long-term 
solution to the problem.

�e Scottish Conservative 
MSP lodged a parliamentary 
motion which is marked for a 
members’ business debate, and 
it must secure the signatures 
of MSPs from at least three 
political parties represented in 
the Scottish Parliament.

Mr Cameron said: ‘I welcome 
the progress that has been 

made in terms of iden-
tifying a new route 

into Argyll and 
Bute to replace the 
existing A83 Rest 
and Be �ankful 
pass, but it is clear 

that the timescales 
to deliver the new route 

do not meet the urgency that 
is expected by local residents 
and businesses, who are at 
their wits’ end.

‘�ere is clear consensus for 
Transport Scotland to act with 
greater urgency, and I feel it 
is right that MSPs from all 
parties have the opportunity 
to discuss this issue given its 
immense importance to the 
people of Argyll and Bute.’

�e push for a Holyrood 
debate comes following calls 
from the A83 Rest and Be 
�ankful Campaign group, 
representing 1,500 businesses 

across Argyll and Bute, for 
Transport Scotland to speed 
up its plans to deliver the new 
road.

A spokesperson for the 
campaign said: ‘We are asking 
for the Scottish Government 
to recognise the RABT as an 
emergency, cut through the 
business-as-usual approach 
and deliver a change that will 
not only improve lives and 
livelihoods, but also reduce 
the carbon footprint of what 
is also considered a climate 
emergency. 

‘We need the Scottish 
Government and parliament 
to deliver on their pre-election 
promises of a rapid solution for 
the RABT.’

Mr Cameron added: ‘I would 
encourage residents who want 
to see change, to email their 
MSP, and ask them to sign the 
motion.’

'Long over due' 
Bowmore water 
works to start

Bowmore  will gain from £3 million-worth of water 
improvements. 

Covid concerns hit 
Tarbert Music Festival 

But sold-out Peat and 
Diesel gig to go ahead

Call for Holyrood debate 
on Rest and be Thankful

Friday 10th September –Thursday 16th September  
 

Shang-Chi & The Legend Of The Ten Rings (12A) 
Daily (Except Monday & Tuesday) 

4.00pm & 7.00pm 
 

The Courier (12A) 
Friday, Sunday & Thursday 5.30pm 

Wednesday 3.15pm 
 

The Last Bus (12A) 
Daily (Except Monday & Tuesday) 7.45pm 

 
Free Guy (12A) 

Saturday 5.00pm 
Wednesday 5.30pm  

 
Paw Patrol: The Movie (U)  

Saturday 3.00pm 
Sunday 2.15pm 

 
The Lord Of The Rings: The Two Towers (12A) 

Sunday 2.00pm 
 

CLOSED MONDAY & TUESDAY  

www.campbeltownpicturehouse.co.uk 
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A scheme for residents to participate in 
winter maintenance has been scrapped 
this year amid claims communities are 
not keen to be involved.

Argyll and Bute Council voted last week 
to remove £50,000 of funding for commu-
nity resilience and instead use the cash as 
part of its general winter budget.

At a meeting of the council’s environ-
ment, development and infrastructure 
committee on � ursday September 2 
council leader Councillor Robin Currie 
said: ‘I have attended a number of com-
munity council meetings which have dis-
cussed this over the last winter and there 
was no appetite for them to get involved in 
such a scheme.’

However, Mr Currie’s predecessor as 
council leader, Councillor Aileen Morton 
argued at the meeting that council bosses 
should reach out to communities to get 
them involved in Argyll and Bute’s winter 
maintenance.

Ms Morton said: ‘In my view, the council 
has the failing here.

‘We are the ones who have not engaged 
with communities.

‘I accept that in the last couple of years 
it will have been really di�  cult to do 
community engagement.

‘I also don’t anticipate it being delivera-
ble in the next couple of months. But there 
has been no serious e� ort to do this.

‘� e report we got a couple of years ago 
told us that in Aberdeenshire and one of 
the Ayrshire councils, a strong message 
was going out.

‘We have never really tried to do this, so 
we need to show it is being taken forward 

and can be built up.’ Councillor Elaine 
Robertson backed up Ms Morton's point, 
saying: ‘When I read this, I was disap-
pointed too, because I do know of some 
communities that would like to take this 
up.

‘I have to admit that over the last year, 
the community councils have not been 
operating as normal, but I am reassured if 
we say it can be put back into the budget.’

Ms Morton added: ‘If we accept the 
recommendations then I will not move an 
amendment, but I do have a concern.

‘� ere have been many winters when we 
wouldn’t have needed communities to step 
up because the weather has been mild.

‘But there are other events that can be 
really extreme, such as the Beast from the 
East.

‘We wouldn’t want communities to be 
out there in the � rst day or two, but it 
would give us additional capacity.

‘I accept what has been said about 
picking it up in future years, and that we 
need to focus on arterial roads, but things 

like snow-clearing are focused on the 
economy.

‘Communities would sometimes priori-
tise areas that we would not.

‘I would not expect to roll it out every-
where in one go, but it is about engaging 
with a couple of communities if we are to 
start a campaign in future.’

Mr Currie, responded that there was 
nothing to stop the share being reallocated 
in future years: ‘I am quite satis� ed with 
the recommendations as they are.

‘It would be absolutely nothing to put 
something back in as part of next year’s 
budget.

‘Just because we abandon something 
now, it does not mean to say it has been 
abandoned for all time, certainly not for 
me anyway.

‘If a successful budget next February 
sets £50,000 or £100,000, then that can be 
done. It is something we should take on 
board and discuss in the coming months.’

� e report was approved as per the 
recommendations.

Ask residents for winter 
help, says ex-leader

Marine industries, which 
are worth approximately 
£350 million annually to the 
economy of Argyll and Bute, 
have been awarded funding to 
mitigate the impacts of Brexit 
and help the sector recover 
from e� ects of the Covid 
pandemic.

� e Scotland-wide � nancial 
support of £800,000 was 
announced last week by 
rural a� airs secretary Mairi 
Gougeon in a food and 
drink debate in the Scottish 
Parliament.

Ms Gougeon said: ‘Every 
day people do extraordinary 
things to keep Scotland 
fed, particularly our � shers 
who put their lives at risk 
to ensure we all get to enjoy 
fresh seafood and � sh. We 
are determined to support 
them to do so safely and 
sustainably.’

� e cash is part of the £14 
million Marine Fund Scotland 
and includes £357,466.98 for 
the independent � sheries 
science support scheme 
through which observers 
monitor catches and use 
the data to help with stock 
management.

Ms Gougeon said: ‘Our 
producers, farmers and 
� shermen showed tremendous 
spirit as they navigated the 
pandemic.

‘Daily, we hear of new 
and emerging challenges - 
shortages of HGV drivers, 
workers in processing and 
manufacturing, as well as 
associated skills shortages 
across the industry.’

Ms Gougeon added that the 
food and drink sector had 
been one of the industries 
most adversely a� ected by 
Brexit.

‘No appetite’ for commu-
nity involvement in winter 
maintenance.

Funding for � shing 
and marine areas
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� e Egg Shed – Ardrishaig’s 
heritage and community hub 
which opened in August 2019 
and was designed by Oliver 
Chapman Architects – has 
been named by the Royal 
Incorporation of Architects 
in Scotland (RIAS) as one of 
Scotland’s best new buildings 
in the RIAS Awards, Scotland’s 
national architecture awards.

� e Egg Shed’s modest de-
sign aims to improve the built 
environment of Ardrishaig’s 
waterfront and increase the 
tourist o� er within the village. 
It provides a new destination 
for learning about the rich 
heritage of the area alongside 
facilities for both visitors and 
local residents. Using � ood 
resistant materials this easily 
visible project builds upon 
Scottish Canals’ existing facil-
ities to allow story-telling and 
tourism to � ourish.

� e RIAS Awards judges 
praised � e Egg Shed as ‘an ex-
cellent example of how a small 
architectural intervention can 
transform an area and open 
up new possibilities for future 
development.’ It was one of 14 
RIAS awards announced on 
September 2, which include 
exemplary new housing, edu-

cation and healthcare facilities, 
as well as a new training centre 
for Scotland’s sporting cham-
pions, a temporary museum 
housing a Charles Rennie 
Mackintosh masterpiece, and 
a moveable microhome on the 
Isle of Skye.

� e awards demonstrate 

the quality and breadth of 
architectural endeavour in 
Scotland. All types and sizes 
of architectural projects can 
win a RIAS Award as the list of 
2021 awards winners demon-
strates. Buildings are assessed 
by an expert jury who look at 
each project’s architectural in-

tegrity, usability and context, 
delivery and execution, and 
sustainability.

� e Egg Shed and all other 
winners of the RIAS Awards 
will become the longlist for 
the RIAS Andrew Doolan Best 
Building in Scotland Award. 
� e shortlist for the 2021 

Andrew Doolan Award will be 
announced on September 30, 
with the winner announced 
on November 30.

RIAS President Christina 
Gaiger said: ‘I am delighted 
to see � e Egg Shed winning 
a RIAS Award. It is a terri� c 
building and a great example 

of how architecture can make 
a real di� erence to places and 
people’s lives. My congratu-
lations to Oliver Chapman 
Architects, their client 
Scottish Canals, and the local 
community in Ardrishaig who 
played such an important role 
in helping this fantastic build-
ing take shape.

‘� e Covid-19 pandemic has 
highlighted the importance 
of our built environment to 
individuals and communities, 
and the RIAS Awards are a 
moment to pause and celebrate 
the incredible di� erence that 
architects are making across 
the country. � is year’s RIAS 
Awards demonstrate the 
critical role architecture can 
play - whether that is deliver-
ing better homes and public 
services, addressing climate 
change, celebrating our shared 
culture and heritage, or simply 
giving moments of real delight.

‘� ere is a real breadth in this 
year’s clutch of RIAS Awards, 
demonstrating the versatility 
of the profession, and each of 
them is a very worthy winner.’

� e Egg Shed project is 
no stranger to awards, with 
Oliver Chapman Architects 
last year winning the 
Ambassador Award at the an-
nual Edinburgh Architectural 
Association Design Awards.

RIAS name Egg Shed as one 
of its Buildings of the Year

by Colin Cameron
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

The new building o� ers a destination for learning about the rich heritage of the 
area as well as conference and meeting facilities; top right, work begins on the 
Egg Shed project back in 2018. 06_a16ArdrishaigEggShed05; right below, The Egg Shed 
contains a bright, airy exhibition space right on the waterside. 51_a37EggShed01

GUEST ARTISTS EXHIBITION 17th-September to 17th October.
www.cowalopenstudios.co.uk   info@cowalopenstudios.co.uk

Facebook  h� ps://www.facebook.com/cowalopenstudios/     Instagram h� p://instagram.com/cowal_open_studios     Twi� er @CowalStudios

COWAL OPEN STUDIOS
FRIDAY 24TH – MONDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER 2021

COS welcomes visitors to this popular long weekend event.  
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A challenge has been set 
for Mid Argyll boating 
enthusiasts to join a mass 
row across Loch Fyne this 
weekend.

� e Upper Loch Fyne 
coastal rowing club has 
invited several local 
rowing clubs to row across 
the loch and back again 
from the Argyll Caravan 
Park, Inveraray to the 
Creggan’s Inn MacPhunn 
bar.

� e open event will set 
sail on Saturday September 
11 at 2pm and all are 
welcome to take part.

� e invitation also 
extends to anyone aged 
over 18 who would 
like to try out the new 
community-built ski� , Mrs 
McPhunn with buoyancy 
aids being provided.

For anyone keen to be 
a part of the event but 
preferring to keep their 
feet on solid ground, the 
boats will be on display 
at the caravan park from 
noon.

� e people of Argyll have been 
asked to play their part in vital 
conservation work in the Sound 
of Jura.

� e Scottish Association 
for Marine Science (SAMS) is 
seeking help to protect the criti-
cally-endangered � apper skate in 
the waters from Loch Sunart to 
the Sound of Jura.

� is Marine Protected Area 
will be studied to a better un-
derstanding of their movements 
which are thought to be long 
ranging. In order to give the 
skate the right protection in the 
right areas marine managers 
want to build a catalogue listing 
individual � sh and their travels.

To identify each � sh their 

unique spot patterns are record-
ed, and it is this that SAMS is 
seeking help with.

A citizen science project called 
Skatespotter has been designed 
to create an online database of 
� apper skate in Scotland.

Anyone interested in helping 
with this conservation work will 
be asked to match photos of the 

� sh by recognising each individ-
ual's spot patterns.

Like a game of spot the di� er-
ence this task requires patience, 
attention to detail, but most of 
all, plenty of people to do the 
matching.

To � nd out more and sign up 
to help visit: https://skatespotter.
sams.ac.uk

� e poor condition of a 
lifeline road serving Skipness 
and Claonaig could threaten 
residents’ access to emergency 
services, according to a coun-
cillor for the area.

Councillor Anne Horn 
expressed her concerns to the 
Argyllshire Advertiser a� er 
she highlighted the issue at 
a meeting of the Mid Argyll, 
Kintyre and the Islands area 
committee.

She said: ‘I have been raising 
the issue of the poor condition 
of the   Skipness road with 
o�  cers for some considerable 
time.

‘� ere is serious subsidence 
on the road and this is causing 
concern to residents of the 
village, with viability of the 
road being questioned.

‘I have been assured that an 
agreement has been reached 
with owners of the estate to 
use the old road should the 
road deteriorate to the point 
that access is not possible, 
unfortunately this would only 
allow four-wheel-drive vehicle 
access. Not all emergency 
vehicles are four-wheel drive, 

adding to the concern.’
� e B8001 underwent emer-

gency temporary repairs in 
March of this year a� er a large 
crack appeared on the road 
surface.

� e crack was � lled and plans 
drawn up for a long-term solu-
tion tying the road together 
with specialist steelwork that 
would be implemented by the 
end of the summer.

But work has yet to start and 
the committee was given no 
assurances that it would begin 
this autumn either.

Councillor Horn added: ‘I 
was informed by the head 
of service that the repairs 
would be initiated in August 
or September this year and 
disappointingly it now appears 
that it is only hoped that the 
works will be completed this 
� nancial year.’

At the committee’s meeting 
on September 1 head of road 
and amenity services Jim 
Smith con� rmed that repairs 
to the B8001 road were in-
cluded in the roads capital 
programme for the current � -

nancial year and geotechnical 
work had been undertaken to 
identify the causes of the issue.

He noted that he was happy 
that the road was currently 
stable on the basis of the 
investigations which had been 
carried out.

Mr Smith also asked the 
committee members to be 
patient while the design work 
was completed and the pro-
curement process initiated.

He added that he was con-
� dent that the responsible 
team had the project in hand 
and that the work would be 
completed within the current 
� nancial year.

He agreed to circulate infor-
mation to members, and via 
social media, about an approx-
imate timescale for works.

Committee chair Councillor 
Rory Colville requested that 
details around the geotech-
nical issues encountered be 
provided in layman’s terms 
alongside this information, 
to provide Skipness residents 
and committee members with 
a better understanding of the 
challenges being faced.

Delay to repairs 
on subsiding road

Councillor raises concerns for Skipness accessby Fiona Ross
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

No date yet 
for permanent 
repair to 
Skipness road. 

Invitation to join Loch 
Fyne rowing challenge

Mrs MacPhunn at her launch.

READMORE
www.argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Sound of Jura citizen science project is spot on to monitor � apper skate movements
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A musical journey sets the 
tone for new concert season
� e Mid Argyll Arts 
Association opened its 2021/22 
season in international style 
on Saturday September 4. 

Concert pianist Clare 
Hammond, took the audi-
ence on a journey through 
Europe with compositions by 
Montgeroult (France), Brahms 
(Germany) and Szymanowski 
(Poland) and then across the 
Atlantic to America with a less 
known composition by W G 
Still.

� e concert opened with 
a selection of Etudes by 
Montgeroult.   Clare intro-
duced them allowing the 
audience an insight into the 
compositional techniques 
that Montgeroult included.   
(An etude is a ‘study designed 
to improve the technique or 
demonstrate the skill of the 
player’ – it is certainly the 
latter which was the meaning 
on Saturday.)

Clare introduced this next 
selection of music by Brahms 
explaining that by the time 
Brahms composed these pieces 
he was in his late-50s and felt 
he had written enough.   His 
music was now looking back 
on his life and showing a great 
sadness and a� ection.    In the 
calm and peaceful atmosphere 

of Christ Church you could 
feel it within the music.

An exciting and relatively 
unknown work by H G 
Still – � e Bell was perfect 
in Christ Church.   � is work 
was composed in 1943 and 
unusually both the orchestral 
and the solo piano pieces were 
composed simultaneously.   
� e inspiration for this piece 
came from the 1873 poem 
� e Phantom Chapel by John 

Townsend Trowbridge.   Clare 
demonstrated the entire range 
of the piano to its full potential 
in this unsettling, haunting, 
atmospheric piece.

Clare’s � nal selection was 
Variations on a Polish � eme 
by Szymanowski. � ere 
are 10 variations, with the 
early ones all enjoying their 
own bright style and tempo 
until the eighth variation, 
where everything changes. 
It was this dramatic and 
powerful Variation No.8 that 
Szymanowski wanted played 
at his own funeral, which it 
was.

� is � rst concert of live 
music certainly lived up to its 
name.  � e acoustics of Christ 
Church and the virtuosic skills 
of Clare Hammond perform-
ing an exciting programme of 
music certainly shows that the 
MAAA Season is o�  to an ex-
cellent start. � e MAAA’s next 
concert is a drive-in concert 
with the Royal Conservatoire 
of Scotland Saxophone Quartet 
on Saturday September 
18.   Tickets to purchase are 
available through their online 
booking service, buytickets.
at/midargyllartsassociation or 
the ‘buy tickets’ button at the 
bottom of the website.

Clare Hammond takes 
concert-goers on a fabulous 
musical journey.

Diverse art trail hailed a success

Weaver Louise Oppenheimer’s tapestries were among an 
eclectic mix on this year’s Artmap Argyll trail; clockwise 
from top right, Lottie Goodlet, Lucy Gray and Ewen Munro; 
Eva Wolfram; and Arthur Ker. 

� is year’s Artmap Argyll 
looks set to have boosted the 
local economy according to 
organisers, writes Fiona Ross.

� e trail of 43 studios 
throughout Argyll included 
a varied mix of artwork 
and attracted visitors from 
throughout the UK.

A spokesperson for the 
organisers said: ‘Visitor 
numbers were de� nitely up 
on last year and we have 
yet to assess the volume of 
sales, but anticipate that it 
has been a boost to the local 
economy.

‘As Artmap members our 
vision is to ensure that Argyll 
is recognised as a vibrant, 
creative hub. 

‘We deliver a range of 
events, public art installa-
tions and workshops that 
o� er artists opportunities to 
collaborate on art projects, 
share ideas and exchange 
information. 

‘As a social enterprise 
company, all our funds are 
used for activities that bene� t  

Argyll’s artists and commu-
nities. Each artist went out of 

their way to create something 
truly skilful and original.’



A new report has highlighted the 
threat marine plastic pollution 
poses to seabirds across Northwest 
Europe.

Researchers examined 10,274 nests 
across the UK, Norway, Iceland, 
Sweden and the Faroe Islands, 
� nding that 12 per cent of nests 
contained plastic debris. Atlantic 
Pu�  ns were found to be most a� ect-
ed by the issue, with 67 per cent of 
the species’ nests including plastic.

� e four-year study was led by sci-
entists at North Highland College 
UHI’s Environmental Research 
Institute – part of the University of 
the Highland and Islands – and in-
volved researchers from the British 
Trust for Ornithology, � e Natural 
History Museum and University of 
Tasmania.

� e team asked observers who 
were visiting seabird colonies for 
other monitoring activities to help 
gather data as a cost e� ective and 
environmentally friendly way to 
conduct the study. Information was 
collected from 14 seabird species in 
84 colonies between 2016 and 2020.

Dr Neil James, a post-doc-
toral research associate at the 
Environmental Research Institute, 

was one of the scientists involved in 
the project.

He explained: ‘Marine plastic 
pollution is an increasing global 
environmental issue which poses 
a threat to marine biodiversity. 
Seabirds are particularly a� ected by 
because of the risk of entanglement 
or ingestion.

‘Our study found that a signi� cant 
number of nests included plastic de-
bris, with some species more likely 

to incorporate it than others. As well 
as providing important information 
about our seabird populations, this 
type of study can also reveal valu-
able insights into the prevalence of 
plastic in the marine environment.’

� e results of the study have been 
published in the Marine Pollution 
Bulletin. 

You can access them 
at doi.org/10.1016/j.
marpolbul.2021.112706
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New report highlights impact of 
marine plastic pollution on seabirds

The European Shag

Mary’s Meals appeals for 
help to feed Haiti children
A humanitarian appeal continues by 
Argyll-based school feeding charity 
Mary’s Meals following last month’s 
earthquake in Haiti, which le�  around 
half a million children in need of emer-
gency help.

Tens of thousands of homes were 
destroyed by the 7.2 magnitude disaster 
and the need for food, safe water, and 
shelter continues.

Mary’s Meals, which provides a daily 
nutritious meal to children in schools 
in some of the world’s poorest commu-
nities, has been reaching children in 
Haiti for 15 years and works closely with 
four well-established and trusted local 
partners across the country.

� e charity is now supporting those 
partners to deliver emergency ration 
packs to families in the worst a� ected 
areas.

Daniel Adams, executive director of 
Mary’s Meals, says: ‘Before the earth-
quake hit many communities in Haiti 
were already vulnerable, as the country 
struggles with ongoing political unrest 
and extensive long-term damage from 
previous natural disasters. � is latest 
catastrophe has le�  hundreds of thou-
sands of people in desperate need.

‘Alongside our incredible local part-
ners, as funds allow, we will do all we can 

to reach as many people as possible with 
essential supplies at this heart-breaking 
time. We are grateful for the generosity 
of those who can help us reach families 
who are struggling to survive in the 
a� ermath of this devastating situation.’

Marie-Flore Chipps, co-founder of 
Mary’s Meals’ local partner Summits 
Education, added: ‘As we witness our 
country come together again with 
resilience and perseverance, support in 
this time will be pivotal in ensuring that 
communities a� ected by this disaster 
will overcome its a� ermath and thrive 
once again.’

In Haiti, around 100,000 children cur-
rently receive Mary’s Meals each school 
day. � ough the regions where the 
charity provides meals have not been 
directly a� ected by the earthquake, it 
is determined to reach those in critical 
need at this time.

Mary’s Meals currently reaches more 
than 1.8 million hungry children in 
19 of the poorest countries with a 
daily school meal. � e promise of food 
attracts impoverished children to the 
classroom, where they can gain an ed-
ucation that will one day be their ladder 
out of poverty.

Visit the www.marysmeals.org.uk 
website to donate.

Stay safe: Check weather conditions and 
hours of daylight before you go

In an emergency, dial 999 and
ask for the Coastguard

Davaar Island 
Safe Walking Times

Stay safe: Check weather conditions and

Morning Safe Walking TimesSafe Walking Times Afternoon Safe Walking TimesSafe Walking Times

Low Tide From Til Low Tide From Til

Wed, 1 Sep 2021 13:49 10:49 16:19

Thu, 2 Sep 2021 15:04 12:04 17:34

Fri, 3 Sep 2021 15:59 12:59 18:29

Sat, 4 Sep 2021 16:43 13:43 19:13

Sun, 5 Sep 2021 17:22 14:22 19:52

Mon, 6 Sep 2021 17:56 14:56 20:26

Tue, 7 Sep 2021 18:30 15:30 21:00

Wed, 8 Sep 2021 19:06 16:06 21:36

Thu, 9 Sep 2021 07:20 04:20 09:50 19:46 16:46 22:16

Fri, 10 Sep 2021 07:59 04:59 10:29

Sat, 11 Sep 2021 08:42 05:42 11:12

Sun, 12 Sep 2021 09:28 06:28 11:58

Mon, 13 Sep 2021 10:20 07:20 12:50

Tue, 14 Sep 2021 11:21 08:21 13:51

Wed, 15 Sep 2021 12:42 09:42 15:12

Thu, 16 Sep 2021 14:14 11:14 16:44

Fri, 17 Sep 2021 15:28 12:28 17:58

Sat, 18 Sep 2021 16:25 13:25 18:55

Sun, 19 Sep 2021 17:11 14:11 19:41

Mon, 20 Sep 2021 17:52 14:52 20:22

Tue, 21 Sep 2021 18:29 15:29 20:59

Wed, 22 Sep 2021 19:01 16:01 21:31

Thu, 23 Sep 2021 19:32 16:32 22:02

Fri, 24 Sep 2021 07:53 04:53 10:23

Sat, 25 Sep 2021 08:26 05:26 10:56

Sun, 26 Sep 2021 09:01 06:01 11:31

Mon, 27 Sep 2021 09:40 06:40 12:10

Tue, 28 Sep 2021 10:25 07:25 12:55

Wed, 29 Sep 2021 11:23 08:23 13:53

Thu, 30 Sep 2021 12:55 09:55 15:25



Hebridean musician Robin 
Miller has released his debut 
solo album, Beelines, writes 
Sandy Neil.

It features songs inspired 
by a focused hedgehog, 
Gortantaoid Point near Loch 
Gruinart, the Arizona guitar-
ist Rainer Ptacek and the Wyre 
Majestic, a ship wrecked on the 
rocks between Islay and Jura.

Robin was born on South 
Uist but grew up on Barra and 
then in Gruinart, a remote 
part of Islay.

‘Half the island would go to 
the monthly auctions. � ese 
started o�  with livestock and 
� nished o�  with secondhand 
goods like old LPs,’ he said. 

‘When I had some money 
from stacking peat or chopping 
logs, this was where I bought 
the records that opened my 
imagination. � is is how I � rst 
heard Bert Jansch and Nick 
Drake.’

Moving to Glasgow in his late 
teens, Robin busked at night 
and played with folk bands, 
eventually touring in France 
and Italy as a session player. 
His eclectic � ngerpicking 
style became an integral part 
of Glasgow world music act 

Zuba and helped their 2005 
album Allez to achieve the JPF 
African Album of the Year 
award and be described by Bob 
Harris as ‘truly brilliant’.

A� er moving back to Argyll 
to work in elderly care, Robin 
returned to acoustic roots 
playing.

Beelines, Robin’s � rst album, 
was recorded in Glasgow in 
a single a� ernoon with no 
overdubs. � e album features 
13 tracks of de�  melody-driven 
� ngerpicking. It is a natural 
sound with little adornment.

� e tracks hint at the holy 

trinity of ‘60s British � n-
gerstyle guitar – Bert Jansch, 
Davy Graham and John 
Renbourn – display a touch of 
Hebridean heritage and bring 
in in� uences from around the 
world.

� e title track Beelines refer-
ences Robin’s father’s lifelong 
beekeeping passion. 

� e Moorish Jessie’s Ka� an 
started life in Glasgow and 
was completed a� er a trip to 
Morocco. Rainer, is a moving 
slide guitar tribute to the 
much-missed Arizona musi-
cian Rainer Ptacek.

Tigh-na-Beart and Birthe 
Marie Sails to Lunga reference 
the Western Isles; the metallic 
Wyre Majestic is a musical 
sketch of the famous rusting 
shipwreck caught on the rocks 
between Islay and Jura.

‘Although the album is 
instrumental, I had fairly clear 
ideas about what I wanted each 
tune to say emotionally or in 
relation to the musicians who 
have inspired me,’ said Robin. 

‘I hope this can be wordlessly 
conveyed to anyone listening. 
Hopefully the melodies and 
emotion come across more 
than the technique.’
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Islay guitarist releases 
his � rst solo album

Robin Miller’s album is out 
now.

Janet MacKellar, 
Moderator of the 
Argyll Presbytery, pre-
sents the church key 
to Dinah McDonald, 
a founding member 
of Historic Kilmun; 
and there has been a 
Christian presence at 
the St Munn’s Church 
site since the seventh 
century.

� e future is bright for a historic 
Argyll church no longer used for 
worship, a� er it was purchased for 
the community by a local charity.

It is no coincidence that the ancient 
Celtic Christian site of St Munn’s 
Church lies on the shore of the 
waterway known as the Holy Loch.

� e Irish monk, St Munn (Fintán 
of Taghmon) founded a monastic 
community at Kilmun in the sev-
enth century, and the remains of a 
12th-century church are still visible.

� e signi� cance of Kilmun 
as a local centre of Christianity 
was so great by the 15th century 
that the loch became known as 
the Holy Loch, and the powerful 
Clan Campbell adopted it as their 
spiritual home.

It became the � nal resting place of 
Campbell chie� ains and remained 
so for half a millenium. � e last to 
be interred at the Argyll Mausoleum 

was Niall Campbell, 10th Duke of 
Argyll in 1949.

Next to the Campbell mausoleum 
lies St Munn’s church building.

Sadly, the church is no longer 
an active place of worship for the 
dwindling local community and 
the building has been one of many 
placed on the market by the Church 
of Scotland in recent years.

But rather than a conversion to a 
family home or business premises, 
St Munn’s is set to be preserved.

Registered charity Historic Kilmun 
has recently purchased St Munns 
Church with a view to increasing 
community involvement, improving 
access arrangements and generating 
funds towards preservation of the 
buildings.

� e ceremonial handover took 
place in front of an invited audience 
in late August with Reverend Janet 
MacKellar, Moderator of the Argyll 
Presbytery, handing over the church 
key to Dinah McDonald, a founding 
member of Historic Kilmun.

� e Grade A-listed church features 
an incredibly rare water-powered 
organ, stained glass created by 
renowned artist Stephen Adams, the 
adjacent Argyll Mausoleum - and 
the burial place of Dr Elizabeth 
Blackwell, the � rst woman in the 
UK to be on the General Medical 
Register.

Dinah McDonald explained: 
‘� ere has been a church on this site 
since the seventh century and we’re 
delighted that Historic Kilmun 
now has control of this remarkable 
historic and cultural asset from the 
Church of Scotland with a view 
to preserving it for generations to 
come.

‘Historic Kilmun was founded 
in 2009 and is based at the church 
along with projects such as Faith 
in Cowal and the ECHO Trail,’ she 
added.

� e church is open from March 
through to October on � ursdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays (10am to 
4pm), as well as by appointment.

New era begins for church once adopted 
by Clan Campbell as spiritual home

by Colin Cameron
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Quality self-catering holiday homes across the UK

Interested in letting your property? Call us on 0800 304 7199
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� e Isle of Gigha is set for a 
starring role in a brand new 
television format.

Channel 4 has chosen 
the island to host a grisly 
combination of reality TV and 
a murder mystery, written by 
acclaimed crime author Ian 
Rankin.

Murder Island is a six-part 
series based around a murder 
plot, which will see members 
of the public take on the role 
of detective and lead their own 
investigation.

� e amateur detectives will 
compete to solve the crime 
and build a watertight case 
that can stand up in court, 
all under the watchful eyes 
of some of Britain’s leading 
senior investigating o�  cers.

� e innovative series, 
produced by STV Studios 
and Motion Content Group 
for Channel 4, was � lmed on 
Gigha during the summer and 

is due to air next month.
Ian said: ‘When it comes to 

writing a whodunit I usually 
call the shots, taking the read-
er only to the places I want 
them to visit and showing 
them only the characters I 
want them to see.

‘Murder Island is di� erent. 
� e detectives can follow 
any strand, uncovering clues 
as they go and asking the 
suspects any questions they 
like.

‘Will I manage to stay one 
step ahead of them? I think 
I’ve constructed my twistiest 
story yet, so let’s see!’

Craig Hunter, creative 
director factual at STV 
Studios, said: ‘I’m thrilled that 
Ian agreed to work with us on 
this project.

‘It was certainly a leap into 
the unknown when he set out 
to write the plot for Murder 
Island, but, in true Rankin 
fashion, he has created an 
incredible narrative, from 
which this exciting new 
format hangs.’

MOJO 2021 preview: 
Hannah Boaden
Hannah Boaden, orginally 
from the Ardfern area, got 
a taste for music in primary 
school when listening to 
Norah Jones.

A� er that she paid special 
attention to words and 
melodies and having started 
piano, aged just six, got 
into playing. With a keen 
talent for poetry in high 
school, Hannah went on to 
university and began to sing 
with an open mic group she 
helped to form doing mainly 
covers but also with her own 
original input.

Recently Hannah moved 
to Argyll where she has 
embraced her creative 
spirit to new levels with the 
peace, scenery, fresh air 
and people. Her art work 
talents have also blossomed 
with exhibitions of portraits 
amongst her now inspiring 
song-writing skills incldu-
ing learning guitar. She has 
done a few gigs with her new 
songs, especially playing the 
piano to a great response.

But now Hannah is getting 

herself ready to take her set 
to a new level; for the � rst 
time incorporating guitar/
keyboard with support from 
her musician partner Paul 
and possibly the addition 
of a bassist for the MOJO   
show.

Hannah’s sound is an in-
die/grunge fusion style and 
her in� uences are Norah 
Jones, Porcupine Tree, King 
Creosote and Iron Maiden 
to name a few - so be pre-
pared for anything. Look 
out on her Facebook page for 
her tracks Chased a Life and 
Screaming Girl.

Gigha’s new 
murderous role

Gigha, above left, is the 
setting for new TV series 
written by Ian Rankin, left. 
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YOUR PHOTOGRAPHS

�is week’s photographss 
were forwarded to the paper 
by Chris MacIntyre of 
Ardrishaig.

Chris caught a group 
of well-groomed bikers 
in Lochgilphead on 
August 9 taking part in 

the BarbersRide 2021.  
From all over the UK, they 
were raising money for Make 
a Wish Children’s charity. 
BarbersRide was started in 
2017 by a group of biking 
barbers who wanted to com-
bine their love of biking and 

barbering with a fundraising 
charity event.

Up to last year they had 
raised a total of more than 
£66,000 for the charity.

Chris said: ‘�e group of 
about 40 riders were heading 
to Fort William then Dundee 

and back down to England 
and will have done a total of 
1,400 miles for a very worthy 
cause.’

Send your favourite pho-
tographs for publication to 
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.
co.uk
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Stand-up paddleboarding 
(SUP) has experienced a huge 
rise in popularity in recent 
years, establishing itself as 
one of the country’s favourite 
water sports.

With modern roots in 
Hawaii, SUP was born from 
sur� ng but is said to be much 
easier to master which perhaps 
explains its rise in popularity.

It is not uncommon to see 
participants, who stand on 
boards � oating on the water 
and use paddles to propel 
themselves, in Kintyre’s seas 
and lochs. Now, the peninsula 
is to have its very own dedicat-
ed group, Kintyre SUP Club, to 
provide safe and fun access to 
the sport.

� e British Stand-Up Paddle 
A s s o c i a t i o n - a c c r e d i t e d 
(BSUPA) club will be deliv-
ering ‘ready to ride’ courses, 
aimed at people who have 
never done stand-up paddling 

before or those who have had a 
go but want to learn the basics.

� e idea for a local club 
and BSUPA school was � rst 
discussed and planned in 2017 
but due to a number of factors 
was unable to progress at that 
time.

Since then, a band of dedi-

Anyone for a SUP? The sport that is 
taking Scotland’s waters by storm

Kintyre paddleboard 
enthusiasts, from left, 
Joanna Holbrook, Trudy 
Kennedy, Marjorie Leighton 
and Lindsay Wallace.

Skipinnish will take to the 
stage in the Highlands for 
the � rst time in two years 
when they headline a show in 
Inverness in December.

� e west coast favourites 
will headline Live @ Xmas in 
Inverness Leisure Centre on 
Friday December 10.

‘A� er a tough, forced 
hiatus, the band is eager to 
get back on stage to perform 
its original Celtic songs and 
tune sets to live audiences,’ 
said a Skipinnish spokesper-
son. ‘Being able to celebrate 
together in the one place in 
the Highlands at Christmas 
is perfect.

‘Skipinnish appreciates the 
continued support of fans 
through the pandemic and is 
excited to move forward and 
again share their music and 
classic anthems including 
Walking on the Waves, � e 
Island, Alive and Western 
Ocean, in the unique atmos-

phere of a live concert.’
Skipinnish songwriter and 

accordionist Angus MacPhail 
added: ‘� is will be our � rst 
Highland gig in nearly two 
years and what a way to set o�  
the Christmas season – an ex-
clusive show in the Highland 
Capital. Inverness audiences 
are always incredible and 
a� er such a long wait, this 
concert will have an extra 

magic.’ Concert promoter 
LCC Live will host the show, 
its � rst live event in almost 
two years. 

Claire Kidger, director of 
concert promoter LCC Live, 
said: ‘As we start to see the 
return of live events across 
the UK, we’re excited to 
announce our � rst live show 
of 2021. And who better to 
celebrate that milestone with 

than Skipinnish.
‘We know from conver-

sations with the band that 
they’re really looking forward 
to picking up their instru-
ments again and experienc-
ing the joys of playing to their 
fans in the Highlands.’

Skipinnish was co-founded 
in 1999 by Angus MacPhail 
from Tiree and Lochaber 
musician Andrew Stevenson.

� e band has evolved over 
the years into the current 
line-up – Angus MacPhail, 
accordion; Andrew 
Stevenson, bagpipes; Rory 
Grindlay, drums; Norrie 
MacIver, lead singer; Archie 
McAllister, � ddle; Alasdair 
Murray, bagpipes; Alistair 
Iain Paterson, piano, and 
Charlotte Printer, bass.

Skipinnish will also be per-
forming a summer headline 
show, Under Canvas, at Bught 
Park, Inverness, on Saturday 
July 2 2022.

Argyll’s Skipinnish to take to 
stage in live Christmas show
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Anyone for a SUP? The sport that is 
taking Scotland’s waters by storm

cated Kintyre paddleboarders 
have shared their enthusiasm 
for the sport, encouraging 
others to have a try, learning 
their skill and gaining expe-
rience in the water, which has 
enabled the progression of 
the club through a supportive 
infrastructure.

‘SUP has been growing in 
Campbeltown and the sur-
rounding area and nationally 
over the last few years and it’s 
great news that Kintyre now 

has its own club and school,’ 
said a spokesperson. ‘We have 
been supported with training, 
guidance and coaching from 
the BSUPA team, Dom Moore 
and Sasha Chisholm, who have 
both delivered courses to allow 
our vision to progress.

‘We now have Trudy 
Kennedy, senior coach and 
level two BSUPA instructor, 
and Lindsay Wallace, Sarah 
Simpson and Jowita Kolibska, 
who have all recently com-

pleted their BSUPA level one 
instructor course.

‘�is gives us the founda-
tions to progress, working also 
in partnership with Kintyre 
Seaports and Active Schools.’

�e school o�ers a two-hour 
training sessions which will 
introduce beginners or novices 
to the basics of paddleboard-
ing, safety management and 
water awareness, and an intro-
duction to weather conditions 
in a fun and interactive way.

Upcoming sessions will take 
place at the following times: 
September 11, 11am to 1pm; 
September 15, 5.30pm to 
7.30pm; September 29, 5.30pm 
to 7.30pm; October 2, 11am to 
1pm.

Each student will be pro-
vided with a board, paddle 
and buoyancy aid, but will 
be required to have a wetsuit. 
�e cost for the course is £40 
which includes a completion 
certi�cate. Coming soon is the 
full launch of the club, which 
will host di�erent events to 
build skill and help develop 
paddle techniques, as well as 
organising fun social paddle 
sessions. �ese events will be 
ticketed; more details will be 
available soon.

‘�e prerequisite to joining 
Kintyre SUP Club will be 
completion of a medical form, 
and water skills form, to allow 
us to assess your ability, and 
part of your introduction will 
be a water skills assessment to 

establish your level within the 
club,’ said the spokesperson.

‘�is is coming really soon 
and more information will 
be available on our Facebook 
page or by contacting us on 
kintyresupclub@gmail.com 

The water sport is a great way to spend time with friends - 
like Alison McGrory and Jowita Kolibska.

SUP yoga is another prac-
tice many paddleboarders 
enjoy.

Enquire today

www.lomondschool.com

Now offering two International Baccalaureate programmes  
at Senior 5, in addition to our existing SQA curriculum.

Always internationally 
minded... 
Now globally 
recognised.

Full & weekly boarding available.
Bursaries & scholarships available.



high since March, with more than 4,800 posts 
un� lled.

� e statistics show that, as of June 2021, 4,845 
nursing and midwifery posts were vacant, this 
represents 7.1% of all posts.

� ey also show that in the previous quarter 
(March 2021), 4,494 (6.6%) posts were un� lled. 
� e previous record number of vacancies had 
been 4,013 (6.3%), recorded in June 2019.

� ere are particular challenges in a number of 
health boards and in some nursing areas.

NHS Highland, NHS Shetland and NHS 
Dumfries and Galloway all have more than one 
in 10 nursing and midwifery posts vacant.

Across Scotland, 386 (or 9.3%) of district 
nursing posts are vacant, while there are 874 
mental health nursing posts un� lled, a record 
high which represents a vacancy rate of 8.4%.

RCN Scotland is calling for the Scottish 
Government to focus on the workforce challeng-
es facing health and care services and respond 
to these record high vacancy rates by agreeing 
to fair pay for nursing sta�  and implementation 
of safe sta�  ng legislation.

RCN Scotland members rejected the Scottish 
Government’s pay o� er for 2021/22 on the basis 
that it did not go far enough to address nurs-
ing recruitment and retention. In June 2020, 
RCN Scotland formally noti� ed the Scottish 
Government that it was in a trade dispute over 
pay.

As well as the campaign for  fair pay, RCN 
Scotland is calling for the implementation of the 
Health and Care (Sta�  ng) (Scotland) Act.

� is legislation will place a duty on NHS and 
social care providers to make sure that, at all 
times, there are suitably quali� ed and compe-
tent sta�  working in the right numbers.

RCN Scotland.

Beach – and inland – clean 
appeal this month
Sir,
� e Marine Conservation Society’s annual 
Great British Beach Clean will be running from 
September 17 to 26.

Volunteers taking part will help the charity 
to gather data which will contribute to a global 
database as part of the International Coastal 
Cleanup.

To sign up for a beach clean, or set 

up your own, simply visit the Marine 
Conservation Society’s website:  www.mcsuk.
org/what-you-can-do/join-a-beach-clean/
great-british-beach-clean-events

For those not able to get to the coast, there’s 
still plenty of ways to take part.

� e Source to Sea Litter Quest is an inland ver-
sion of the charity’s survey form, highlighting 
some of the most common litter items found on 
the coast.

To get involved, individuals can use the survey 
form and see if they can spot the litter items in 
their local area. For more information on taking 
part inland, visit the charity’s website.

Victoria Riglen, 
Marine Conservation Society.
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At The Argyllshire Advertiser, we endeavour to ensure all our reports are fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice set by the Independent 
Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, that mistakes happen from time to time. If you think we have made a signi� cant mistake and you wish to 
discuss this with us, please let us know as soon as possible by any of the three methods: emailing editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk; telephoning the senior reporter 
on 01546 602345 or write to the Group Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. We will try to resolve your issue in a timeous, 
reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you are unsatis� ed with our response, you can contact IPSO, which will investigate the matter. You can call IPSO on 
0300 123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. IPSO is an independent body that deals with complaints about the editorial content. We will abide by its decision.

Press policy

 CONTACTUS
The Argyllshire Advertiser 
44 Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, PA31 8NB.
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Colin Cameron
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
Advertising:
01631 568000
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co.uk
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Lochavullin
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Oban, PA34 4HB
� e Editor welcomes letters and emails for 
publication, however we reserves the right to 
shorten, amend or refuse to print them. Names and 
addresses MUST be supplied to indicate good faith, 
although details can be withheld from publication. 
Phone numbers, if available, should be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be considered.  Please 
write to: Letters, � e Argyllshire Advertiser 44 
Argyll Street, Lochgilphead PA31 8NB. 
Email editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

More commercial trees needs 
careful consideration
Sir
I refer to the letter from Mick Bottomley of 
Forestry and Land Scotland in the August 27 
edition of the Advertiser, where he puts forward 
the case for more commercial trees.

I am very respectful of the timber industry's 
important place in the Scottish economy and 
understand the need to pursue and develop 
such commercial opportunities in this area for 
landowners/businesses.

To balance the growth of the industry of trees 
for timber I would, however, hope that in turn 
greater respect is paid to the impact on the 
landscape; the way the land is le�  a� er felling 
and the way the logs are transported.

To take the A83 for example, a road that is 
promoted for tourism by government marketing 
initiatives and signs indicating a scenic route 
(indeed leading to the new Kintyre 66).

Along the way, you pass and see great swathes 
of Sitka Spruce or, worse, ugly and bleak areas of 
devastation where they have been felled.

� is is while you avoid oncoming log lorries, 
at times along a very narrow road or, indeed, get 
stuck behind one.

I would suggest that if we need more commer-
cial trees (and whether these should be Sitka 
Spruce is not a subject for here), we also need 
greater sensitivity shown and responsibility 
taken regarding the locations used, the manage-
ment of the areas and transport.

A start would be the edging of the road and 
forests with mixed deciduous trees so screening 
areas, particularly when felled,   and to take as 
much of the transport of logs o�  lorries and onto 
the water.

Such steps would show some respect to the 
tourist (who also plays an important part in the 
Scottish economy) and to the local population.

Name and address supplied

Call for fair pay to combat 
health care shortages
Sir
New NHS Scotland workforce statistics 
published on September 7 show nursing and 
midwifery vacancies have been at a record 

Volunteers are being sought for the national 
beach-clean. 

Sitting in a pub almost 20 years ago salmon 
farmer Magnus MacFarlane-Barrow had no 
idea that a news item on the television above 
the bar was about to change his life – and the 
lives of more than two million children.

An item on war-torn Bosnia struck a 
chord and set him on a path that would 
take him in a dilapidated Land Rover from 
Argyll to Bosnia and then to some of the 
poorest communities in the world, taking 
with him donations raised, � rst locally, then 
globally as his charity, Mary’s Meals, grew 
exponentially.

Magnus’s work has nourished bodies and 
minds throughout the world, always making 
the connection between education and a 
good square meal.

� e charity’s original shop on 
Lochgilphead’s Argyll Street is a feature of 
the town and its presence serves as a remind-
er to all who visit or pass by its well-dressed 
windows that anyone can make a change if 
they just get up o�  their bar-stool or sofa.

Mid Argyll is awash with volunteers, 
some cleaning beaches, others running 
village fairs, art exhibitions, charity golf 
days and now, perhaps, counting the spots 
on endangered � sh. It’s something to be 
seriously proud of, particularly in a year 
that could have quashed so many good 
intentions; yet acts of kindness continue 
unabated.

Be proud of good deeds
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes 
newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or 
provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within 
these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement 
by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 

of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, 
mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots 
Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may 

be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement 
of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication 
as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to 

the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event 
of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

Thought for the Week KINTYRE

CAMPBELTOWN

ARGYLL & BUTE

DUNOON AND KILCREGGAN

Kintyre residents can look out for new blue 
recycling bins arriving in September ahead of a 
new bin collection service starting in October.

� e new service is designed to make it more 
convenient for people in Kintyre to recycle their 
domestic waste. It means the majority of Kintyre 
residents will receive the same recycling service 
as the rest of mainland Argyll and Bute.

� e blue bin service will replace recycling bags 
for most residents, and new calendars showing 
the pick-up dates will be available on the council 
website by the middle of September.

Once collected, recycling goes to the Lingerton 
waste and recycling facility in Lochgilphead, 
operated by Renewi on behalf of the council.

From there it will be bulked up with blue bin 
recycling from Mid Argyll and sent on to a ma-
terials recycling facility in the central belt. � ere 
the items are sorted and then passed to materials 
reprocessors who create new products.

A business case for marine access arrangements 
at Dunoon and Kilcreggan ferry terminals has 
been delayed.

A report to Argyll and Bute’s Harbour 
Board has revealed that the business case for 
the projects, compiled by consultants Mott 
MacDonald, had been expected to be made 
available in August.

� is has now been delayed while Caledonian 
Maritime Assets Ltd (CMAL) considers what 
the new vessels for the routes will be like.

� e latest update on the project was discussed 
by members of the board at its virtual meeting 
on September 2.

Kirsty Flanagan, executive director with 
Argyll and Bute Council, said: ‘A contract was 
awarded to Mott MacDonald in January 2021 
for the completion of an outline business case 
(OBC) to consider the feasibility of design solu-
tions which ensure safe berthing and passenger 
access at Dunoon and Kilcreggan of CMAL’s 
new vessels for the route.

‘Mott MacDonald are also working on a 
similar contract with CMAL for Gourock. It 
was intended for the results of this OBC to be 
available in August 2021.

‘However, the process has been put on hold 
while CMAL decide on general and speci� c 
design features of the new vessel/vessels that 
will be utilised on the triangle route.’

Almost 40 Campbeltown properties – many in 
poor condition, some currently uninhabitable 
– are to be renovated by a Grangemouth-based 
property development company.

Real Estate Wealth Development (REWD) 
Group has purchased 38 residential properties 
and one commercial unit, worth a combined 
£1.4 million, with the intention of renovating 
and add value to them and provide up-to-stand-
ard rental housing.

� e properties, some blocks and some individ-
ual houses, are spread across several streets in 
the centre of Campbeltown.

‘We are delighted to complete the acquisition 
of this 39-unit portfolio in Campbeltown,’ said 
Conar Tracey, REWD Group’s head of business 
development. Four of the 39 properties are 
uninhabitable and will require extensive reno-
vation with an anticipated budget of £100,000 
to bring them back to life. In addition to the 

renovation of the uninhabitable properties, we 
plan to spend in excess of £200,000 on general 
improvements and refurbishments on the rest of 
the properties.’

He added that, when the renovation works are 
complete and the houses are being rented out, 
the company may have to employ local main-
tenance sta�  bringing even more bene� t to the 
area in the form of employment.

Police Scotland is hosting an online informa-
tion event aimed at Argyll and Bute residents 
who would like to consider a career as a police 
o�  cer and wish to work in the area.

During the event attendees will learn about 
the recruitment process, training, the role of 
a police o�  cer and the endless opportunities 
which are available to you once you embark on 
this exciting career path.

� e event will be held on � ursday September 
23, from 6.30pm to 8pm.

To participate you will need Microso�  Teams.
To reserve a space, email recruitmentpositive-

actionteam@scotland.pnn.police.uk with your 
name and contact number.

As my � rst summer in Argyll comes to its 
end, I have enjoyed seeing lots of visitors.

We have had some amazing weather and 
the photos � ooding social media, particu-
larly the sunsets, have been utterly stun-
ning. We truly live in a beautiful place.

We have been blessed with some renewed 
freedoms while maintaining some things 
like face coverings which has allowed 
people to be out and about more, mixing 
with friends and family.

Our hospitality sector has been strug-
gling to meet increased demands with 
reduced sta�  ng levels. Our key workers 
continue to work � at-out and have sadly 
faced much abuse from people due to 
shortages and delays.

Everyone has worked hard to ensure peo-
ple have had their needs and wants met.

It is annoying when we cannot have what 
we want; we have become accustomed to 
getting everything we want and in quick 
time.

We forget to be grateful for what we 
have, to be mindful that we are fortunate 
to have access to so much, even when not 
everything we want is available.

Watching the news from Afghanistan 
and countries struggling with hurricanes, 
� re and drought reminds us how fortunate 
we are.

I wonder what you are most grateful for 
over this past summer?

What one memory would you choose to 
carry with you and savour over the coming 
months?

As some of our churches prepare for 
harvest, we will be thinking of all we are 
thankful for and we will be remembering 
those less fortunate with our gi� s.

Perhaps you would like to � nd out more 
about what your local church is doing. I 
know they’d love to hear from you.

Reverend Lyn Peden, Church of 
Scotland, Skipness linked with Tarbert 

Loch Fyne and Kilberry.

Piping tuition has restarted – outdoors when the weather allows – at Lochgilphead Joint 
Campus, under the watchful eye of one of the world’s greatest players and Mid Argyll 
piping tutor, Pipe Major Stuart Liddell.
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Oban

Trail
Healthcare

When is comes to chemists 
& healthcare, Oban has it 
covered. Whether you are 
visiting and need essential 
supplies such as sun cream, 
or you are a local who 
is concerned about your 
physical & mental health, 
Oban has you covered from 
head to toe. Come with us 
on this weeks health trail. 

Healthcare 
Trail Oban
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THE OBAN TIMES, IN ASSOCIATION WITH BID4OBAN AND SUPPORTED BY THE SCOTLAND’S TOWNS PARTNERSHIP ARE HELPING TO PROVIDE RESILIENCE FOR OUR LOCAL BUSINESS COMMUNITY.

VISITING OBAN? COME WITH US ON THIS WEEK’S TRAIL

Soroba Road to 
Lorn and Islands 
Hospital 1
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1. OBAN DENTAL CLINIC

Oban Dental Clinic is a fully compliant 
facility with lift access, three surgeries 
and two dedicated decontamination 
facilities o� ering a bespoke centre 
for the delivery of all aspects of NHS 
dentistry to the people of Oban and 
surrounding areas. 
Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Glengallan Rd, Oban PA34 4HH 
Phone: 01631 571125 

2. HOPE KITCHEN

Comprises community hub, cafe & 
Green Shots community garden. 
Providing a welcoming environment 
for all through food, friendship and 
fellowship, where people have the 
opportunity to exercise self-deter-
mination, make positive choices and 
maintain their independence.
2 Soroba Road, Oban, PA34 4HU 
Phone: 01631 565730 

3. BOOTS PHARMACY
Your local small but friendly pharmacy 
o� ering essential supplies. For a larger 

range visit George Street. 
5 Soroba Rd, Oban PA34 4JA
Phone: 01631564560

4. OBAN DENTAL CARE

Oban Dental Care is a family friendly, 
modern dental practice, o� ering a 
wide range of dental services includ-
ing emergency dental care. 
17 Lochside St, Oban PA34 4HP 
Phone: 01631 562791 

5. DOVE CENTRE

Providing advice and therapies to 
people & families with life limiting 
illnesses such as cancer. 
24 Stevenson Street, Oban, PA34 5NA
Phone: 01631 561315 

6. JOHN WALLACE
    OPTOMETRIST

A family run optometrists with over 
40 years experience. Covering all your 
eye care needs and supplying you 
with a wide and stylish selection of 
eye wear. Kodak centre
11-12 Argyll Square, Oban PA34 4AZ
Phone: 01631 563170

7. CAROL LEKALAKE
    OPTOMETRISTS

Vision correction and viewing solutions. 
Glasses or contact lenses, They can 
help you with all major brands such as 
CooperVision contact lenses together 
with the accompanying service and 
support for the quality of your vision. 
6 George St, Oban PA34 5RX 
Phone: 01631 569924 

8. SEMICHEM

Operating as a discount health and 
beauty retailer. Stocking a wide 
range of products including haircare, 
perfumes, children’s toys and more. 
Unit 2, Kilmartin Court, Shore St, 
Oban PA34 4NT 
Phone: 01631 570872 

9. MY DENTIST 
    SHORE STREET

O� ering a full range of both NHS and 
Private treatments including Zoom 
Whitening, take home whitening, 
Air� ow stain removal, two hour 
crowns, dental implants and private 
teeth straightening.
Shore St, Oban PA34 4LQ
Phone: 01631 563006  

10. GORDON’S CHEMIST

An aladdin’s cave pharmacist with 
friendly and helpful sta�  o� ering 
a wide range of health & beauty 
products and a stockist for Clarin’s 
too. Choose from a range of gifts 
16 George St, Oban PA34 5SB 
Phone: 01631 562063 

11. SUPERDRUG

National retailer with local values, 
o� ering a range of well know 
products from hair, make-up, health & 
well-being, toiletries and perfumes. 
28 George St, Oban PA34 5SB 
Phone: 01631 567258 

12. BOOTS

Health is at the heart of what they do 
and looking after you is their number 
1 priority. There you’ll � nd a wide 
range of health products and pharma-
cy services to support you when you 
need it most. Stocking an extensive 
range of health and beauty products 
as well as gift ideas. 
34-38 George St, Oban PA34 5NL 
Phone: 01631 562517 

13. SPECSAVERS

Providing the best value optometry, 
audiology and other healthcare 
service for customers. Full range of 
eyewear including deisgner available 
in store.
70 George St, Oban PA34 5NN 
Phone: 01631 567770 

14. ANDREW PALLAS
    OSTEOPATH

Andrew is registered with the General 
Osteopathic Council and the General 
Council and Register of Naturopaths. 
O� ering a range of osteopathy and 
naturopathy services. 
30 Alexandra Place, Corran 
Esplanade. Oban PA34 5PT 
Phone: 01631 567054

15. HEALTHY OPTIONS

A referral service through GP, Health 
care professional or Pharmacist, this 
charity works with people who have, 
or are at risk of developing, life-long 
health conditions. 
Atlantis Leisure, 1 Dalriach Rd, 
Oban PA34 5JE 
Tel: 01631 565113 
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With the onset of autumn, shorter 
days and less predictable weather, 
boat owners are starting to think 
about laying their craft up, or all-
year-round berthing, for the winter. 
Most boat owners will already be booked into 
their boat yard of preference or accommodated 
in other storage space for the winter.

Whether you choose to store undercover or 
winter berth, there are essential maintenance 
tasks to carry out for the winter.  If you have newly 
acquired a boat, book a space soon since many 
yards are nearly at full capacity.

Yards need to know a lift-out date and whether 
you wish the mast removed and stowed over the 

winter and what winter work is required to be 
done. Some o� er undercover storage for varying 
lengths of time and where available this can be a 
good option to carry out work that needs good 
drying conditions.

Maintenance of all craft, whether it be a yacht, 
motor boat or RIB is essential to keep boats in a 
good, safe and seaworthy condition.

As well as essential tasks like engine servicing, 
a rig check, safety checks etc, there may be other 
improvement work to be carried out. A planned 
programme of winter lay-up work will make sure 
all is good for the next season. Many owners 
will get essentials carried out by the yard or the 
relevant independent marine service supplier to 
make sure work is done. 

Depending on whether your craft is sail or 

Countdown to laying your 
boat up for the winter season

Trailer Centre, Oban Tel: 01631 563638
andrew@trailwest.co.uk

Trail West

3-4 Mill Lane, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban PA34 4HA
Telephone (01631) 563638  andrew@trailwest.co.uk

An  Aladdin’s cave for 
anyone who Tows

SUPPLYING TRAILERS 
SINCE 1980

• Boat trailers supplied - from dinghies to cruisers

• Trailer servicing & repairs – All makes repaired

• Spare parts from stock – 
Extensive range available

• Tow-bars supplied & fi � ed

motor, some key areas need considered in a 
laying-up work plan: 

• Keel, hull, topsides, deck, cockpit
•  Frost damage prevention
•  Interior
•  Sails and rigging
•  Engine/batteries/electrics
•  Safety equipment

A lot of owners are fully competent to carry out 
most winter lay-up tasks themselves. However, if 
not and the services of the yard or an independ-
ent marine service operator are required, contact 
them early to get booked in.

It’s always helpful to compile a basic check list 
to work through and have a list of equipment 
needed to carry out tasks. 

KEEL/HULL/TOPSIDES/DECK/COCKPIT
Watch out for damage to through hull � ttings 
from hoist strops on lift out and remove and 
blank as necessary.

Pressure washing on lift out removes a lot of 
fouling and anti-fouling giving a good preparato-

ry surface for new anti-fouling in spring or other 
coatings required like epoxy, copper coat etc as 
well as making it easier to identify any repair work 
required. When the boat is ashore, check over the 
hull, keel, skeg and rudder for any damage and 
e� ect repairs while the weather and temperature 
conditions are good. Check keelbolts, any play in 
the rudder/cutlass bearings and the prop-shaft.

A wash down of the whole boat with the ap-
plication of a protective wax on the topsides will 
protect from winter dirt and make polishing a lot 
easier in the spring. 

The cockpit should be cleaned thoroughly 
paying attention to nooks and crannies that trap 
dirt. If any paint or woodwork here and on deck 
needs touched up, carry out now if conditions 
allow. Temperatures may be higher in the autumn 
than spring. 

A cover over the whole boat or even just the 
cockpit can pay dividends.  However, make sure 
covers are well secured and allow for ventilation 
and check for any cha� ng at regular intervals.

Some yards will shrink wrap but allow an area of 
access so you can continue to work inside.

Ensure the cradle, trailer or support legs are se-
cure and the trim of the boat is slightly bow up to 
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make sure water doesn’t ‘puddle’ in the cockpit. Regular inspection 
over the winter is important in case cockpit drains get blocked by 
leaves/debris and water builds up.

WATER SYSTEMS 
Cold temperatures and freezing of � tments can cause a lot of 
damage so prevent by following a few basic methods. Fully drain 
anything that holds or carries water – ie pipes and tanks, pumps 
and strainers. Flush water systems through with a water sanitizer 
� rst. Flush heads through, drain and lubricate and disconnect hoses 
to allow them to ‘breathe’. Pump dry if necessary. Drain down any 
water heaters or calori� ers. Flush seacocks through to remove salt 
build up and service and grease. Remove the barrels from tradi-
tional style seacocks to prevent them seizing. If in any doubt as to 
how to do any of the above safely, get the yard or an independent 
operator to help.

INTERIOR
With boats increasing in size and 
sophistication the interior needs 
to be kept clean and pristine. 
Installing a de-humidi� er and 
heater will keep the saloon and 
cabins warm and dry.

If not requiring to stay on the 
boat during winter, it’s a good idea 
to remove as much equipment as 
possible and take home and store. 
This has the bene� t of seeing if 
anything needs to be cleaned or 
replaced. Clear plastic stack boxes 
are good to allow inspection of 
contents which should all be 
cleaned before packing – boxes 
can be easily brought back to the 
boat in the spring. Berth cushions 
and soft furnishings in particular 
are prone to mould if left on the 
boat over the winter and will bene-
� t from storage at home in a warm, 
ventilated and rodent-free space. 

Lockers, bilges, cookers and 
toilets should all be washed down – a weak bleach mixture rubbed 
over can remove and prevent mould build up. There are a number 
of good items available for this purpose from all chandleries. 
Always ventilate the boat well and do any touch up work inside 
when weather permits.  List any items required for the 2022 season.

Check gas systems on board are up to standard with a quali� ed 
gas engineer. Also � re extinguishers, � re blankets and other safety 
equipment in the cabin and replace as necessary to keep up to the 
correct safety speci� cations.

SAILS
Check over all your sails and seek advice from your local sail loft 
on repairs and upgrades. They are the powerhouse of the yacht so 
deserve good attention.  Often a sail cleaning service is o� ered by 
sail lofts and even storage which may be a good option for many 
owners. However if taking home, make sure sails are kept in a 
dark, warm, well-ventilated area and away from potential rodent 
damage. 

And, if you need new sails have a chat with your local sailmaker 
and get your order in quickly. There’s often a discount period at this 
time of year.

RIGGING AND DECK GEAR
Wear and tear on both standing and running rigging and deck gear 
can lead to serious accidents so should be checked overall carefully. 
Wash everything with fresh water to remove salt and debris build 
up.  Look over sheaves, swages, split-pins and spreader mounts 
for any corrosion and replace if suspect. Check standing rigging 
for any breaks and weakness. Also look over all deck � ttings such 

as sheaves, blocks, winches, cleats etc and if work is needed get it 
done asap. Servicing winches either now or in the spring is essential.

Many owners remove halyards with messenger lines to aid lon-
gevity. Inspect for chafe and wash and dry halyards/sheets before 
storing in a dry place. If the mast is stored o�  the boat it’s easier to 
check masthead instrumentation and that rigging blocks are run-
ning freely. Grease everything to prevent water ingress. It’s always a 
good idea to remove anchors and chain to look for any damage or 
wear – these can be stored on a pallet below the boat washing � rst 
with fresh water to remove salt and dirt. Service anchor winches 
and check over chain links and shackles for wear. If the weather 
is good this is an ideal time to paint out the anchor locker for the 
spring.  

ENGINES, BATTERIES, ELECTRICS
Winterising is essential to good engine maintenance and both 
inboard and outboard engines need this done. An oil change is 

standard. New oil prevents inter-
nal corrosion and protects the 
engine standing over the winter. 
Yard or independent engineers 
will do this for you if you lack 
time or con� dence to carry out 
yourself. 

The outboard should be � ushed 
through with fresh cooling water 
and antifreeze/water mix. Remove 
the impeller and plug the air and 
exhaust outlet with an oil-soaked 
rag. Fill fuel tanks to prevent 
condensation and add a biocide. 
Change � lters as required and 
bleed system for next season. 
Change engine and gearbox oil 
and make a note of the date of 
change. Minimise condensation 
by spraying the engine with a 
moisture repellent and cover 
with a cloth. Put batteries on a 
trickle charge and if not needed 
onboard, take home and sit in a 
place that won’t freeze. Electrics/

instrumentation on board should be looked over and any problems 
checked out by an electronics engineer and repaired or renewed.

SAFETY EQUIPMENT
Safety gear is vitally important aboard any craft and its maintenance 
equally important. There is not much point in wearing a lifejacket in 
a life-saving situation if it fails to in� ate.

It’s therefore imperative to overhaul everything. Inspect life-
jackets, harnesses and safety gear replacing anything that looks 
suspect. It’s advisable to store lifejackets partially in� ated over the 
winter – that way any leaks can be detected and the outer covering 
won’t deteriorate. Check jacket bottles for corrosion and replace as 
required – kits are available from chandlers. Ensure your � ares are in 
date and replace for next season as necessary. Store � are packs in a 
dry area and dispose of old � ares through o�  cial collection depots. 
Life rafts should be removed and serviced by an authorised centre 
on their due date. Clean and repair dinghy tenders, storing partially 
in� ated. 

Seasoned boat owners will go through all the above as routine but 
for those new to boat owning it’s reassuring to know there is plenty 
of help and advice on hand from a range of sources – boat-yard op-
erators, service engineers, boat builders, chandlers and sail-makers.  
If there’s anything an owner is unsure about these are the experts, 
so don’t hesitate to ask if you need to.

And once your boat is laid up safely with all maintenance in hand, 
you can relax and look at planning for the boating season in 2022

Countdown to laying your 
boat up for the winter season

ANNUAL OR SUMMER/WINTER 
PONTOON BERTH  

 

Tarbert (Loch Fyne) Harbour Authority
Harbour Offi  ce, Garval Road, Tarbert,

 Argyll PA29 6TR
Tel: 01880 820 344    

Email: info@tarbertharbour.co.uk      
www.tarbertharbour.co.uk

Have a change of Marina and a new outlook from your 
boat in one of Scotland’s most beautiful sheltered 
Harbours which provides safe all year round berthing with 
attractive rates.
Facilities include individual berths, electricity and water 
available for all boats. 
The Marina is situated at the heart of a Traditional Scottish 
Fishing Village which has many welcoming shops, hotels, 
restaurants and pubs for yachtsmen to enjoy.
Tarbert is the perfect base to explore beautiful, historic 
Argyll and by ferry the picturesque Islands of Arran, 
Gigha, Islay, Jura, Mull, Iona and the Cowal Penninsula. 

For more information please contact the Harbour Offi ce.
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After a year’s break because 
of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
Kintyre Holstein Breeders’ 
Club celebrated the return of 
its annual herds competition.

The event was held on 
Wednesday August 18, a bit 
later than usual, but it proved 
to be well supported.

This year’s judge was 
noted breeder Jimmy Barr of 
Clochkeil who had a hard task 
but made a great job of it.

Results: Small herds: 1 
Dhurrie, 2 Kilkeddan, 3 
Machrihanish. 

Large herds: 1 West Backs, 2 
Kilkivan, 3 Drumalea. 

Production class: 1 
Machrihanish, 2 West Backs, 3 
Kilkeddan.

The individual and overall 
prizes went to the Dhurrie.

The members’ dinner and 
prizegiving was held at 
Machrihanish Golf Club.

NFU Scotland has welcomed news 
that the personal development pro-
gramme for women in agriculture 
has been launched, with participation 
commencing in October 2021 and 
applications for 2022 now live.

� e Scottish Government-funded Be 
Your Best Self programme is an inte-
gral part of its vision to make Scottish 
agriculture a fairer, more inclusive 
industry, where farm succession is 
not determined by gender, training is 
accessible to everyone, and more wom-
en take on senior roles in agricultural 
organisations.

� e programme follows a successful 
pilot run in 2019-20 and will support 
up to 200 women over the next two 
years. � e 2021 course is already full 

but applications for 2022 are now open.
More details and the application 

form can be found at www.ruralpay-
ments.org/publicsite/futures/topics/
all-schemes/women-in-agriculture

Be Your Best Self aims to support 
women living or working in agriculture 
in Scotland to build their con� dence, 
enhance their skills, and develop their 
leadership abilities.

Several team members within NFU 
Scotland participated in the pilot 
including head of policy team Gemma 
Cooper, who said: ‘It is fantastic to 
see the Scottish Government further 
invest in the development of women in 
agriculture in Scotland.

‘From personal experience, this is an 
excellent programme and one that any 

woman working in Scottish agriculture 
should consider.

‘� is course is the next stage from 
work carried out by the Women in 
Agriculture Taskforce, a panel which 
included past NFUS president Andrew 
McCornick.

‘� e pilot courses had excellent 
feedback and I know they were a huge 
bene� t to those who attended them.

‘Investment such as this can only be 
a positive thing and for organisations 
such as NFU Scotland it will help 
ensure that talented individuals are 
enabled to progress in their careers and 
in representative organisations.’

Welcome boost to women 
in agriculture programme

Gemma Cooper, head of the policy 
team at NFU Scotland. 

Dhurrie herd is 
crème de la crème

New concrete 
wall panels, 

20 foot long x 
4ft high, 

£320 delivered.

Telephone 
07831 115150

Kintyre Agricultural 
Society

WINTER LET OF 
SHOW FIELDS

The � elds will be o� ered for 
let for up to 100 sheep.

From 15th October 2021 until 
15th March 2022

Written or e-mail bids only to 
the secretary

Before Friday 24th 
September

Sheep sale Saturday 18th 
September.

John Armour (Secretary)
Kintara, Campbeltown, Argyll

PA28 6PF
Or e-mail: 

tirfergus01@btconnect.com

The luxury issue...
Billionaire islands... Sustainable luxury fashion... 
Phyllida Law... Dream destinations... Decadent 
drams... Grand gardens... Michelin chef Miguel 

Angel Mayor... Extraordinary interiors... 
Stunning Photo Essay...

October
Subscribe 
and receive a 

FREE bottle of 
gin or whisky

For more informa� on or to place an 
order please send Farm Gates (UK) Ltd 
a message or call: 
Ronnie Finney 07789 276354
Email:  farm.gates@yahoo.com

MOBILE CATTLE SYSTEM
FROM £2195 + VAT
Crush Gate optional extra £599.00 + VAT.

As standard, our Mobile Cattle System comes with a 
60 feet holding pen and 20 feet race, 1 sliding gate 
and all joining pins/stakes included. Our system will 
safely hold 45 full grown cattle (approx.)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements. Also ideal for TB testing and the 
cattle sliding gate gives full control of the livestock 
from outside the race and stops the race from 
spreading out.

MAIN FEATURES:

• Made from high-tensile steel
All hurdles are 6 railed x 1.75m high 

• A funnel is incorporated into the race-way
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• 20-feet race
• 60-feet holding pen. Includes all joining pins/

stakes
• Total 200-feet of penning

PARTS LIST:
• 10 x 3m (6 railed) cattle hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 1 x sliding gate

MOBILE SHEEP SYSTEM
ON SALE FROM £1695 + VAT 
(RRP from £3400 plus VAT)

The system is easy to move and erect where 
required and can be easily modifi ed to suit your 
requirements

MAIN FEATURES:
• Made from high-tensile steel
• All hurdles are 8 railed x 970mm high
• All hot-dipped galvanised fi nish
• 3000mm (3m) long
• Includes all joining pins/stakes

OPTION 1
20-feet race, 100-feet holding pen
£1950 + VAT
Comes with a 100-feet holding pen and 20-feet 
race, 2 x 2-feet swing gates and all joining pins/
stakes included. Our system will safely hold 150 
fully grown sheep (approx)

PARTS LIST:
• 14 x 3m (8 railed) sheep hurdles
• 12 x joining pins/stakes
• 2 x 2-feet swing gates

OPTION 2
16 foot sheeted race, 2 way shedding gate, 
galvanised gate, race joiner. 100 foot of penning, 
will comfortably hold 200-250 fully grown sheep, 
£2,450 + VAT.
I can sell 10’ wide x 5’ high available in packs of 10.

NATIONWIDE 
DELIVERY 

£100 + VAT ON 
ALL ORDERS OVER 

£1500 PLUS VAT.

ALL EQUIPMENT FULL 
GRANT APPROVED

HEAVY DUTY 
SHEEP TURNOVER 

CRATES ON 
WHEELS, NOW IN 

STOCK £1,450.

Mobile Sheep 
System of 

Wheels now 
available

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/argyllshireadvertiser
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� nd us on 
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argyllshireadvertiser

www.facebook.com/
campbeltowncourier

TRAINEE DRIVER 
FAQS

How long will it take for me to 
obtain my PCV licence? 
The length of time is variable, 
depending on test and training 
availability. We will support you to 
get you through your licence training 
as quickly as possible. Where 
suitable you may be able to remain 
in employment whilst you undertake 
your training.

What experience is required?
A love of driving, a positive attitude 
and good people skills.

JOIN OUR TEAM
STEER YOUR CAREER IN A NEW DIRECTION

£10.50
PER HOUR

Do I need to pay the cost of the 
training back?
No, as long as you remain in the 
service of West Coast Motors for two 
years or more.

How many hours does a bus 
driver typically work?
A full-time bus driver would typically 
work around 40-45 hours per week. 
Part time opportunities are also 
available. 

Please visit our website  
westcoastmotorscareers.co.uk to 
see all available vacancies where you 
can apply online.

Or you can email your CV and covering letter to  
recruitment@westcoastmotors.co.uk
Alternatively, please call 01586 552319 for 
further information.

We are looking for a commited
Food & Beverage Manager
Permanent, all year round position. 

We are offering a long-term opportunity 
to help lead the exceptional team at one of 

Argyll’s favourite hotels. 

The Food and Beverage Manager will support,  
encourage, and empower team members to  
deliver the very highest standards of guest 

service.

For full job description, salary, benefits,  
hours and how to apply visit our website:

lochmelforthotel.com/careers

Local, award winning hotel is hiring

Find us on:

URGENT PROOF

The Oban Times 01631 568000 | Campbeltown Courier 01586 554646 | Argyllshire Advertiser 01546 602345 | Arran Banner 01770 302142
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included within it. If you do not contact us by the deadline date stated within the email, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to complete any changes 
received after the stated deadline. Failure to respond may result in the advert being printed as shown below.
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





       
     




 
 
 






Site Charge Hand – Dunbeg 
Development
We’re looking for an experienced charge hand to 
join our on-site team at our Dunbeg Development 
site near Oban.

This position is available for immediate start. 

Hours of work 8am - 5.30pm. 

Call us on 01546 602989. 
Send C.V to jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk

Career opportunities

JOINERS – DUNBEG
The construction industry’s an exciting place 
to be right now.  Due to expansion we are 
looking to recruit joiners on our Dunbeg site.  
We want to hear from you.

CALLING ALL TRADES
MID ARGYLL & OBAN
The Construction Industry’s an exciting place 
to be right now.
Due to expansion, we are currently looking to 
recruit all trades people, in particular skilled 
labourers, bricklayers and joiners.
We want to hear from you.
What we can offer you? 

A competitive salary. Access to training and 
development to further your career with us. A 
workplace where no day is the same and you will 
get to see and work on projects that are helping 
develop communities across Argyll.

Call us on 01546 602989. 
Send C.V to jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk

Experienced 
cook required
For small busy and 

friendly run café
Minimum 30 hours 
per week, Tue-sat

Please phone 
Caroline Colville at
Tea-on-the-Quay 

Café, Campbeltown
07889 211276
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PUBLIC NOTICES
WEST KINTYRE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

WIND FARM TRUST
Applications are invited for grants from this year’s 

second round of funding from the above Trust.

Grants may be available for Capital or Revenue 
funding to support Projects, Group’s, Halls, Charities 

and Churches within the West Kintyre Community 
Council area, ranging from Whitehouse in the north to 

Kilkenzie in the south.

Advice, details and application forms are available 
from the Convener via email:

margaretpratt@btinternet.com 

Closing date for receipt of applications 
Thursday 30th September 2021

Disbursement meeting: will take place Monday 18th 
October via virtual or in person meeting which due to 
the pandemic a decision will be made nearer the date. 

Argyll and Bute Council
PLANNING

The applications listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be viewed electronically through 
Argyll and Bute Council website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Having 
regard to Schedule 6, Part 3, s10 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 
2020, documents are only available to inspect electronically at this 
time. Customers requiring assistance can contact us by e-mail: 
planning.hq@argyll-bute.gov.uk or tel. 01546 605518.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 
20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT  
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
21/00516/PP Change of use of land to form 

public amenity area 
(viewpoint, seating and 
landscaping)

Land Opposite 
The Harbour Masters 
Office, Garval Road, 
Tarbert, Argyll And 
Bute

21/01274/PPP Site for the erection of 
dwellinghouse

Plot 1, Mid Auchans, 
Dunmore, Tarbert, 
Argyll And Bute

21/01275/PPP Site for the erection of 
dwellinghouse

Plot 2 Mid Auchans, 
Dunmore, Tarbert, 
Argyll And Bute

21/01276/PPP Site for the erection of 
dwellinghouse

Plot 3 Mid Auchans, 
Dunmore, Tarbert, 
Argyll And Bute

21/01277/PPP Site for erection of 
dwellinghouse

Plot 5 Mid Auchans, 
Dunmore, Tarbert, 
Argyll And Bute

21/00943/PP Change the use of the existing 
property comprising of public 
house, 2 retail units and one 
dwelling flat. To alter, convert 
and extend the existing 
property to form 8 dwelling 
flats and formation of 
vehicular access, parking and 
waste bin storage

89-93 Chalmers 
Street, Ardrishaig, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll 
And Bute, PA30 8DX

21/01756/PP Refurbishment of shop 
frontage including 
replacement tiles, timber 
repairs, change of colours and 
erection of gates to bin area

The Crew Fish And 
Chips, 20 Longrow, 
Campbeltown, Argyll 
And Bute, PA28 6DD

21/01499/PP Sub-division of existing 
farmhouse into two 
dwellinghouses

Ferry Farm 
Farmhouse, 
Tayinloan, Tarbert, 
Argyll And Bute, 
PA29 6XQ

21/01266/PP Erection of single storey front 
and rear extensions and 
external alterations to include; 
replacement windows, 
rainwater goods, chimney, roof 
covering, timber shed, render 
repairs and repainting

19 Cairnbaan 
Cottages, Cairnbaan, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll 
And Bute, PA31 8SJ

Written comments can be submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-
applications or to Argyll and Bute Council, Development Management, 
Kilmory Castle, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT within 21 days of this 
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. 
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a 
public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous 
or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. 
A weekly list of all applications can be viewed on the Councils 
website. Customers are requested to use electronic communication 
where possible during the coronavirus pandemic as 
our ability to process postal mail is restricted.
To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

DROP-IN PFIZER COVID 
VACCINATION CLINICS 

AT CAMPBELTOWN 
HOSPITAL 

(please enter via Audiology door)

Friday 10th September 2021
4-6pm 

Drop-in clinic for 16 - 17 years old only 

Friday 17th September 2021
4-6pm

Drop-in clinic for anyone 16 years and over

Please be prepared to wait 15 mins after 
vaccination

The luxury issue...
Billionaire islands... Sustainable luxury fashion... 
Phyllida Law... Dream destinations... Decadent 
drams... Grand gardens... Michelin chef Miguel 

Angel Mayor... Extraordinary interiors... 
Stunning Photo Essay...

October
Subscribe 
and receive a 

FREE bottle of 
gin or whisky

Fiona & Charles Ferguson
Congratulations on your silver wedding 

anniversary. 
7th September 1996

Love from Ewan, Anna & all of the family XX
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METALS WANTED

WANTED

PERSONAL NOTICE

TIMBER KIT HOMES & CONSTRUCTION

GARDEN SERVICES PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS

CLASSIFIED

Tel 07703490572 or email 
balgowan4wd@gmail.com

ask for Robert

WANTED
For immediate cash payment and free 
collection.
All types of of 4x4 vehicles, double cab 
& single cabs pickups. Shogun landrover 
defenders, Isuzu, Landcruiser, Navara, 
L200 Toyota Hilux, Discovery, any vehicle 
considered old or new. Any condition 
running or not. High miles, rotten chassis, 
or over heating top. so any condition.
Price paid without any hassle we also 
buy motorhomes touring caravans and 
commercial vans and trucks.

T: 07885 203020    
Email: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of 
motor homes and 

caravanettes. Any age 
or condition. We also 
buy water damaged 
or in need of repair. 

Also all types of 
touring caravans from 

95 onwards. We do 
not dispose.

WANTED

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser

www.facebook.com/
campbeltowncourier

TECHNICAL SERVICES

    

    The Digiman: Your Local Technical Handyman  

Technical Support Services Digital Scanning Services 

• Backup & security assistance • Mini DV camera tapes 

• New device purchase & set up • CINE film (8mm or Super8) 

• Fix Slow Computer • VHS video 

• Connecting your Devices for sharing • Photos & Slides (35mm)  

For 
Kintyre 
& Argyll 

      
Contact Colin via colin@thedigiman.co.uk  

     or call  0788 6661458    

Congratulations to
Donna and Neil 

on their marriage on 
August 31, 2021, 
from all of us. 

Very happy news.
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If you have a second-hand 
estate car for sale, 
please let Sandy 

know via 07787964566 or 
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

WANTED

NEW
CAR 

INDEX S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080     01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080     01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080     01292 880440

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead Highbank Park 
01546 606767/ 606272

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and 
motor homes, campers 
etc, high mileage, MOT 

failures or damp, all 
considered, any make or 

model, will travel. 

Tel: 07537 840381

WANTED

Looking for motorhome 
or caravan.

First time buyers.
Any make or condition 

considered.

07775501658

AUDI A3 2.0 TDI
Mot till Feb 22, 
108k miles
May part 
exchange for 
orkney angling 
boat 

£3995 ono

Tel: 01852 300786

SUZUKI DR650SE
2015 - 64 plate. First regd. 
06/16 OZ bike. Good condition.  
20l tank, new seat, plex valves, 
chain, sprocket, tyres. Zumo 
595l (2018). Soft panniers and 
k1 upgrade bits. Fresh MOT, 
plus spares.

£5,600 ono

Contact William 07730 130284 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Caravanettes and camper vans, all 
makes and models considered. Also 
touring caravans and statics, instant 

decision, same day payment.
Social distancing measures in place.

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

Please call or WhatsApp James on 
07789 138028/ 07487 548703

Email: wanted4x4s@gmail.com

4x4 VEHICLES
Landrover, Toyota, Isuzu, All single and 

double cab pickups. Any age or condition 
considered. Also buying motorhome and 

caravans. Immediate payment and collection

WANTED

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

All types of 4x4’s, 
Landrover Toyota, Nissan etc.
We also buy MOT failures and 

accident damage vehicles.
Anything considered.

WANTED 4X4

Immediate payment and collection
Please call or WhatsApp James on 

07789 138028/ 07487 548703
Email: wanted4x4s@gmail.com

Landrover, Toyota, Isuzu,
All single and double can pickups
Any age or condition considered

Also buying motorhome and caravans

WANTED 4X4 VEHICLES

T: 07546 788945

All types of 4-wheel drive 
vehicles & pickups, Landrovers, 

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford and 
MOT failures, non-runners, etc.

Will travel and collect.

WANTED

WANTED 4X4S 
FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so 
no matter the age or condition we can 

make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes 
and models, engine problems, farm used, 

accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 
FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

TEL: 07789 855381

WANTED ALL 4X4’S 
& COMMERCIAL 

VEHICLES
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CAMPBELTOWN
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH

A warm welcome 
awaits you

in the Kirk Street Hall at 
11:00 am

Baptist Church
Pastor Mark Jasper 

01586 554 092 
pastor@campbeltowncom-

munitychurch.co.uk 
www.campbeltowncommu-

nitychurch.co.uk
www.facebook.com/

campbeltowncommuni-
tychurch
SC043322

LORNE & LOWLAND 
PARISH CHURCH

Scottish Charity Number SC 11686
Sunday 12th September

Morning Worship
Sacrament of Baptism

11. 15am
Rev W Crossan

Covid 19 Guidelines apply
Triple C and Gen 1

Resume 19th September
Everyone Welcome

SKIPNESS LINKED 
WITH TARBERT 
LOCHFYNE AND 

KILBERRY CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

There will be a weekly 
service at Skipness 10am and 

Tarbert 11.30am - 
Rev Lyn Peden

Please wear a face covering 
and stay 2 metres apart for 

the services
Contact Rev. Lyn Peden 

01880 820158 for pastoral care
Charity number Tarbert 

SC002622 Skipness 
SC004280

CHURCH NOTICES 

SPRINGBANK 
EVANGELICAL 

CHURCH

He makes me lie down in 
green pastures, he leads 

me beside quiet waters, he 
restores my soul. He guides 
me in paths of righteousness 
for his name’s sake. — Psalm 

23:2-3
Our building is open and our 
Service will be in the church
on Sunday, 12 September 

2021 at 11am
If you cannot make it in 

person, you can still join us 
online. To join the Zoom 
service, send your email 

address to offi  cespringbank-
church@gmail.com and you 
will be sent a link to join us 

on Sunday via Zoom.
Covid restrictions will apply 
in the building as required by 

the Scottish Government
www.springbankchurch.

org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/

springbankchurch
offi  cespringbankchurch@

gmail.co.uk
Contact phone number 01586 

551237 - Church Secretary

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

South Kintyre Team 
Ministry

Sunday services
10 am Saddell and 
Carradale Church 

SC002609
10 am Highland Church, 
Campbeltown SC002493

11.30am Southend Church 
SC005484

Covid 19 restrictions apply
Ministers

Revd Steve Filcher
Revd Christine Fulcher

01586 830504
www.kintyreparishes.org.uk

SALVATION ARMY

Sunday 12th September 
2021

11am Worship service 
11am Army Kidz

6.30pm Evening Service
Covid 19 measures in place

If we can be of any
assistance to anyone

during this time please
call us on 01586 552046

Major Ruth Russell
Scottish Charity Number

SCO09359

NORTH KNAPDALE 
PARISH CHURCH

charity number SC001002
Sunday 12 September

Tayvallich Church
10am Morning Worship

Mr Jim Malcolm
Booking required
Tel 01546 870635

Covid restrictions apply
Further information can 
be found on the church

website
www.northknapdale.org

CAMPBELTOWN 
FREE CHURCH

George Street, 
Campbeltown

Sunday 12th September
11.15am Worship Service

Rev Alex Macdonald
11.15am Sunday School

Wednesday 15th 
September

12 noon Prayer and Bible 
Study

All welcome
www.campbeltownfree-

church.co.uk
Scottish Charity Number: 

SC046745

SCOTTISH 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Christ Church,
Lochgilphead
Sunday 11am

Holy Eucharist
St Columba, Poltalloch
9am Holy Communion
1st Sunday of the month

6pm Evensong
3rd Sunday of the month

(SCO13787, 31391)

WESTLOCHFYNESIDE 
CHURCHES

(Cumlodden, Inveraray 
and Lochgair)

Sunday 12th September 
2021

There will be a service in
Cumlodden church at 

10.00am
led by Rev. Dorothy Wallace
There will also be a service 

in
Inveraray Church at 11.30am
led by Rev. Dorothy Wallace
Masks must be worn when

attending either church.
Charity No: SCO16665

ST. KIERAN’S, 
ST. JOHN STREET, 
CAMPBELTOWN

01586 552160
campbeltown@rcdai.org.uk

Worship:
Saturday (Vigil Mass), 

6.00pm
Sundays, Holy Mass, 10am
Most liturgies live streamed.
https://www.facebook.com/

campbeltownrcchurch
A Parish of the R.C. Diocese 

of Argyll and the Isles; 
Charitable Trust, a registered 
Scottish Charity, SC002876
Parish Priest: Fr. A. Wood

ARDRISHAIG AND 
SOUTH KNAPDALE 

PARISHES
 “Worship the Lord

in the Beauty of Holiness”
Services in

Achahoish at 9:45am
and

Ardrishaig at 11:00am

LOCHGILPHEAD 
PARISH CHURCH

Sunday 12th September 
2021

11.15 am
WORSHIP SERVICE

Jim Malcolm
Covid restrictions will apply
including social distancing.

More info at
www.lpchurch.co.uk

Lochgilphead Parish Church
of Scotland - SC016311

GLASSARY, 
KILMARTIN AND 

FORD PARISH 
CHURCH
Barr Mhor
Kilmartin

Sunday 12th September 
2021
11am

Rev Robert MacLeod
All very welcome

Please remember to wear a
Mask

ST. MARGARET’S 
RC CHURCH

Lochgilphead
Holy Mass Sunday 10AM

ALL SAINTS 
INVERARAY

Holy Mass Sunday 12.30pm
Fr Henry Nkob
01546602380
All Welcome

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Est. 1978Funeral Directors
& Monumental Suppliers

T.A.Blair LtdT.A.Blair Ltd
Funeral Directors

& Monumental Suppliers

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
Funerals carried out in Campbeltown, 

Kintyre and throughout the UK
For personal attention assured at all times
Telephone Alasdair, Kenneth or Rhys

(01586) 552918 or Mobile 07810 443473
blairfunerals@btinternet.com

Agents for

DEATHS
BRODIE - Peacefully with 
her family by her side, 
on September 2, 2021 at 
Campbeltown Hospital, 
Jeanette Ross, Seaside 
Cottage, in her 74th year, 
much loved wife of Angus, 
a loving and devoted mum 
of John, Angus and Lindsay, 
cherished granny and 
great-granny and a beloved 
mother-in-law of Nona, 
Lorraine and Mark.
MACPHERSON - Peacefully 
at home, 30 Lorne Campbell 
Court, Campbeltown, on 
September 5, 2021, Nannie 
McGuire (Nancy) in her 
97th year, dearly beloved 
wife of the late Gordon 
Macpherson, loving mother 
of Elizabeth, Catherine, 
Ann and Sandra, respected 
mother-in-law of Les, Willie, 
Kenneth and Willie and a 
very proud granny and great-
granny. Nancy’s funeral will 
take place in the Lorne and 
Lowland Parish Church 
on Tuesday, September 
14 at 1.00pm. � erea� er 
to Kilkerran Cemetery. 
� e cortège will leave the 
Church at 1.30pm. We 
will travel along Longrow, 
Aqualibrium Avenue and 
past the Cross on our way 
to Kilkerran Cemetery. 
Anyone is welcome to attend 
the service in the church, 
alternatively you may pay 
your last respects to Nancy 
along our route.
McNAB - Catherine (née 
Beattie). Peacefully, at home, 
on Wednesday, September 
1, 2021, Catherine (formerly 
of Barrhead) beloved wife 
of the late John (formerly of 
Tarbert) much loved mother 
and mother-in-law of 
Gordon and Lorraine, loving 
gran of Jennifer and Lauren 
and a dear friend of many 
who will be sorely missed. 
Funeral service at Woodside 
Crematorium, Paisley, on 
Tuesday, September 14 at 
3.30pm.
TAYLOR - Peacefully in 
Melbourne on September 
3, 2021, Wilma Elizabeth 
Taylor (née MacAlister) in 
her 80th year. Dearly loved 
wife of the late Bertie and 

much loved sister of Jessie, 
Alaine, Maureen, Archie, 
and the late Mary and Pat. 
A cherished sister-in-law 
and aunt who will be much 
missed by both family and 
friends.
WATSON - Peacefully at the 
Queen Elizabeth University 
Hospital, Glasgow, with 
her family by her side, on 
August 26, 2021, Elizabeth 
� omson Urquhart (Beth) 
in her 85th year, Islestone, 
High Street, Campbeltown, 
dearly beloved wife of the 
late Lawrence Watson, much 
loved mum of Laurence, 
Robin and the late John, 
mother-in-law of Nicole and 
Lorraine and a loving gran of 
Euan, Kieran, Kyle, Skye and 
Rebecca.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
RAMSAY - � e family of 
the late Betty Ramsay would 
like to thank everyone most 
sincerely for the many kind 
expressions of sympathy 
and support received in 
their recent bereavement. 
Special thanks to nursing and 
medical sta�  at Inveraray 
Surgery, Mid Argyll Hospital 
and all her carers, for the kind 
care and attention received. 
Special thanks also to Sheena 
and sta�  at Chalmers Court 
and Margaret and Ally 
for their great care and 
friendship over the years, to 
Rev. Dorothy Wallace for 
a comforting service, Stan 
Lupton Funeral Directors 
for caring and professional 
handling of all arrangements, 
Piper Stuart Liddell for his 
renderings and to the large 
number who lined the Main 
Street and to those who 
attended and paid their 
last respects at Glen Shira 
Cemetery. Donations to 
Inveraray and Lochfyneside 
Church raised £205.
REFFIN - � e family of the 
late Dorothy (Dot) Re�  n 
would like to thank all 
relatives, friends, neighbours 
and work colleagues for 
the many kind expressions 
of sympathy, cards, phone 
calls, letters, messages and 
o� ers of support following 
their recent sad and sudden 
loss. Grateful thanks to all 

the medical and nursing 
sta�  of Ward B, Lorn & 
Islands Hospital Oban for 
the exceptional care given to 
Dot, and also for the kindness 
and compassion shown to 
our family. Our thanks are 
extended to the Rev. Dugald 
Cameron for a � tting service; 
to Cameron MacDonald 
for delivering the tribute 
on behalf of the family in 
a comforting and upli� ing 
manner. Special thanks to 
the � rm of Donald 
MacDonald Funeral Directors, 
Lochgilphead for taking 
care of all arrangements in 
a professional, digni� ed and 
reassuring manner, along 
with the kind assistance 
from Catriona and the � rm 
of Hamish Hoey and Son. 
Finally our thanks to all who 
attended at the church and 
graveside and to all who 
paid their respects as the 
funeral cortège made its way 
to Pennyfuir Cemetery. � e 
retiral collection has raised 
over £650 for Chest, Heart 
and Stroke Scotland. “A 
million feelings, a thousand 
thoughts, a hundred 
memories, one person.” 
Missed greatly by all her 
family and friends.
SINCLAIR – � e family 
of the late Mary Sinclair 
would like to thank family, 
friends and neighbours 
for their many � owers, 
cards, phone calls received 
following the sad loss of 
Mary. Special thanks to 
Kenneth Blair and sta�  for 
their professionalism, the 
Rev William Crossan for his 
kind words and comforting 
service, Campbeltown 
hospital sta�  and the Argyll 
Arms Hotel for the lovely tea. 
Finally to those many people 
who paid their respects at the 
church and on the route to 
Kilkerran Cemetery.

MEMORIAMS
GODDARD - Agnes, died 
September 6, 1999.
Miss and love you always.
- Mum, Sandra, Ali and 
family.
Love and miss you very 
much.
- Twinkle.

SEMPLE – In proud and 
loving memory of our son 
Callum, who lost his brave 
� ght for life on September 
10, 2020, aged 61.
Rest in peace Callum.
- With love from Mum.
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Alvance British 
Aluminium 
Balliemore Cup – 
semi-�nalt
Skye Camanachd 3 
Inveraray 2

Skye Camanachd reached the 
Alvance British Aluminium 
Balliemore Cup Final a�er 
edging out Inveraray 3-2 in 
their noon throw up at Jubilee 
Park.

Skipper Jordan Murchison 
returned for Skye following a 
hamstring problem but John 
Gillies was out with concus-
sion so William MacKinnon 
took over at full back. 

Gilleasbuig MacDonald 
started in mid�eld while Will 
Cowie and Ross Gordon re-
mained on the injury list.

Garry MacPherson started 
for Inveraray while Ruaraidh 
Graham and Robert Wood 
were on a strong �ve-player 
bench.

Skye took the lead on 25 min-
utes. Ross MacKinnon’s hit-in 
from the le� was taken down 
by Inveraray defender Hamish 
MacLennan but Somhairle 
MacDonald positioned himself 

Inveraray reach for 
Skye but just lose out

well to intercept the clearance 
and MacDonald’s shot from 
the le� �ew into the top corner 
of the net on the keeper’s right 
side.

Inveraray levelled with just 
�ve minutes remaining in the 
�rst half. 

Lewis MacNicol’s free-hit 
from inside his own half 
on the right allowed Allan 
MacDonald to run onto the 
ball on the Inveraray le� and 
his low ball across goal was 
turned home by Campbell 
Watt on the right, beating the 
keeper from a tight angle at his 
near post.

James Pringle put Skye back 
in front a minute short of the 
hour.

 Martin Pringle’s ball out 
of defence was played on by 
Jordan Murchison.

Hamish MacLennan was un-
able to clear Murchison’s ball 
to the le� and James Pringle 
cracked a great shot high into 
the net on his le� side.

Somhairle MacDonald got 
his second and Skye’s third on 
63 minutes. 

Jordan Murchison ran back 
into the centre circle to play 
the ball up-�eld, wide on the 
Skye right where James Pringle 

played a great ball across the 
face of the goal.

Somhairle MacDonald cut 
inside from the le� and he 
expertly controlled the ball 
before slotting it past keeper 
Scott MacLachlan to make it 
3-1.

Campbell Watt got his second 
seven minutes from time with 
a shot from distance into the 
roof of the net to make it 3-2, 
but Skye saw out the �nal stag-
es to seal a place in the Alvance 
British Aluminium Balliemore 
Cup �nal on Saturday October 
2, where they will play either 
Beauly or Bute.

Mid Argyll side miss out 
on cup final place

Allan Cameron, left, chases Skye’s Martin Pringle. 
All photographs: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Jordan Murchison slides into position under Lewis MacNicol.

Skye’s double scorer Somhairle MacDonald takes the ball from Nicholas Crawford.

Lochgilphead golfer Fiona McLeod 
completed a unique double, 
winning Dunaverty Golf Club’s 
RNLI Open event with a net score 
of 63. Fiona’s victory added to 
her previous success in winning 
Dunaverty’s Holiday Open back 
in July with a net score of 62. 
Last weekend’s tournament at 
the Kintyre club on Saturday 
September 4, in aid of the RNLI, 
is a popular feature n the Argyll 
gol�ng calendar. 
Fiona is pictured, right, knocking 
one close at the par 3. 

Lochgilphead golfer 
takes two at Dunaverty
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St Peter’s win 2-4 
on penalties
Red Star welcomed St Peter’s to 
the Ropework last Saturday for 
their Scottish Cup � rst round 
tie and were disappointed to 
exit the competition a� er an 
even contest ended 1-1 a� er 90 
minutes.

� ere weren’t many chances 
created by either side despite 
the best e� orts of the players, 
with defences largely on top.

Star’s best e� orts came 
from distance, with Fraser 
Talbot going close to opening 
the scoring on a couple of 

occasions. St Peter’s most 
likely route to goal was from 
set-pieces which caused Star 
a few minor problems early 
on, but le�  Jake Weir largely 
untroubled in the Star goal.

� e sides exchanged goals 
late in the � rst half.

Star took the lead from a 
typically wicked Craig Aitken 
corner which caused a mix-up 
in the St Peter’s defence and 
the ball bundled in o�  a visi-
tors’ defender.

Star couldn’t hold the lead till 
the break and St Peter'’s were 
back on even terms a� er a rare 
lapse in the Star backline; Jake 
Weir did well to save the initial 
e� ort but the St Peter’s winger 
reacted sharpest to score from 
close range, 1-1.

� e second half was once 
again proving to be a tight af-
fair with neither keeper really 
being troubled and it was no 

surprise that the game ended 
up going to penalty kicks.

It was the visitors who 
edged the shootout, with Coll 

McCallum and Craig Aitken 
being the unfortunate players 
to see their kicks saved a� er 
Andy Weir and Lee MacLean 

had scored. St Peter’s made no 
mistake with their four kicks 
and booked their place in the 
next round of the cup.

Although disappointed to 
go out, Star will be delighted 
to � nally play a league game 
for the � rst time in 20 months 
tomorrow as they travel to 
Parklea to face Port Glasgow 
OBU.

A gol� ng foursome from 
Machrihanish and Tarbert, 
known as the Kintyre 
Tractormen, travelled to 
Glencruitten, Oban, to play in 
memory of their friend John 
MacEachen.

John’s family host a charity 
golf day every year to raise 
funds for local cancer charities 
a� er John died from a brain 
tumour.

Tarbert golf club member 
Duncan Johnstone was a 
rugby teammate of John and 
he attends the event annually 

with the three other ‘trac-
tormen’: John Rennie from 
Machrihanish, Iain MacAlister, 
Tarbert and Iain Johnstone, 
Tarbert.

� e charity match was a suc-
cess, raising in excess of £7,500, 
with all money going to local 
cancer charities.

Kintyre Tractormen drive 
o�  to charity golf day

Iain Macalister, Tarbert chips 
on to the fourth green at 

Glencruitten during the John 
MacEachen golf day. 

Photograph: Kevin McGlynn

Golf pals John Rennie, Iain MacAlister, Duncan Johnstone and 
Iain Johnstone aka the ‘Kintyre Tractor Men’. Photo Kevin McGlynn

Star pay penalty after draw
Red Star   1
St Peter’s 1

SA Cup - 1st Round 

Red Star, pictured in this 
year’s team line-up, put 
up a strong � ght in an 
evenly-matched game, only 
to be beaten on penalties. 

Be a part of this year’s 
SCOTTISH FIELD WHISKY AWARDS

29 October 2021   •   7pm arrival   •   Dress code: Smart casual
to purchase tickets visit:

beautifultickets.com/events/scottish-fi eld-whisky-awards-21st-anniversary
*You must be 18 or over to attend the event.
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